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Presidential Records Act - [44 U.S.C. 2204(a}] 
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P-2 Relating to appointment to Federal office [(a)(2) of the PRA]. 
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[(a)(4) of the PRA]. 
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July 2, 1982 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

WASHINGTON, D,C, ZO!SIO 

The Honorable William P ., Clark 
Assistant to the President 

for National Security Affairs 
The White House 
Washin'/'i7.~J·c. 20500 

Dear J~ark: 

I have seen a variety of news articles in the last week, most 
recently a Washington: Post article this morning, reporting that 
the State Department has sent to the President recommendations 
to limit U.S. arms sales to Taiwan. 

As you know, the Senate Foreign Relations Committee wishes to be 
closely consulted on the issue of arms sales to Taiwan. We have 
not been consulted about the nature of any possible agreement as 
outlined in press stories with the People's Republic of . China to 
limit or end arms sales. A number of Committee members will be 
outraged if major decisions on the future of _U.S. arms sales are 
now once again being made before Committee members have the oppor­
tunity to weigh in on the formulation of U.S. pledges to the 
People's Republic of China. Senators on and off the Committee 
have expressed the· view that a pledge to limit or end arms sales 
to Taiwan contravenes the Taiwan Relations Act. 

In light of Assistant Secretary John Holdridge's scheduled 
appearance before the Committee on this issue on July 23, I would 
hope that any decisions will be delayed until the Committee can 
be consulted. A decision during the Congressional recess, repeating 
the events of last January when the advanced fighter decision was 
made when Congress was not in Washington, would be a serious error 
and would cause major problems on the Hill for our China policy. 

Charles H. Percy 
Chairman 

CHP:aws 
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Dea:r Chuck: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Thank you for your letter of the 2nd of July on the Taiwan 
arms sal.es issue. I believe ·that the President's call to 
you from California was responsive · to your main concerns, _· 
but I wanted to add my own assurances that we are anxious 
to keep Senate leadership abreast of developments on this 
sensitive and important issue. 

Our main tactical decision now concerns, timing of our notifi­
cation to the Hill of F'SE coproduction. There are some on 
the Hill who are ·pressing for notification at the earl.:j.est 
possible time, knowing that publicity arising from such 
notification would seriously jeopardize any chances of agree­
ment with the PRC. We will be making our decision on notifi­
cation timing within the next week or ten days and will be 
in touch with you on that ma tte'r. 

Please do not hesitate to call or write to me on this issue 
as I know it is one in which you have a personal interest; 
and I am anxious to keep abreast· of · your thinking. 

Sincerely, 

. William P.. Clark 

The Honorable Charles H. Percy 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations 
United States Senate 
Washington, .D. C. 20510 
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MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM P. CLARK 

FROM: ~NALD GREGG . & GAS~UR 

4997 

July 16, 1982 

SUBJECT: Response to Senator Percy re Taiwan Arms Sales 

Attached at Tab I is a proposed response ·to -Senator· Percy 'which refers 
to the President's telephone call and other efforts to keep Congress 
abreast of developments on the Taiwan arms sales issue. Gaston and I 
agree that the tactics now -being. using by some Senators and some of 
their staffe.r;s is to push for rapid notif·icat4"on to Congress of FSE 
coproduction in· the_...liope that publicity attendant to that notification 
will jeopardize any possible agreement. with. the PRC. 

We will come at you with specific recommendations as to tactics we 
should follow orr Monday, but want to share this insight with you now . 
.We also feel that in some cases it .is the staffers on the Hill who 
are more virulent than their Senators. A· specific case is Emerson, 
who works for Senator Goldwater. · Gaston found the Senator ·. quite calm 
and· rational yesterday afternoon, while it was Emerson who constantly 
tried to inflame the issue. 

The reciprocal of this .tactic is. to make certain that · the PRC knows 
that they are not -going to get any more compromises from us~ As. of 
now, State is going to request that the-Vice President call in the 
Chinese ambassador and tell him that our bottom line has been reached. 
We think this is a sound tactic. 

RECOMMENDATION 

OK No 

· That you sign the attached letter to Senator Percy at Tab I. 

Attachments 

Letter for Signature to Percy Tab I 
Tab II Letter from Percy to You dated 7/2/82 

DECLASSIFIED 

cc: Gaston Sigur NLRR frtD 3 ✓11./llle ry~(Cl>"V) 
BY b[1(: , NARA, DATE 1~1?/of' _ _.___,.....,___ I i 

2002 
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July 2, 1982 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN REL.ATlONS 

WASHINGTON. C.C. 20510 

The Honorable William P. Clark 
Assistant to the President 

for National Security Affairs. 
The White House 
Washingte&, D.C. 20500 

(.Y,·1l · 
Dear J~'C"iark: 

't 

4997 

I have seen a variety of news articles in the last week, most 
recently a Washington Post article this morning, reporting that 
the State Department has sent to the President recommendations 
to limit U.S. arms sales to Taiwan. 

As you know, the Senate Foreign Relations Committee wishes to be 
closely consulted on the issue of arms sales to Taiw~n. We have 
not been consulted about the nature of any possible agreement as 
outlined in press stories with the People's Republic of China to 
limit or end arms sales. A number of Committee members will be 
outraged if major decisions on the future of U.S. arms sales are 
now once again being made before Committee members have the oppor­
tunity to weigh in on the formulation of U.S. pledges to the 
People's Republic of China. Senators on and off the Committee 
have expressed the view that a pledge to limit or end arms sales 
to Taiwan contravenes the Taiwan Relations Act. 

In light of Assistant Secretary John Holdridge 1 s scheduled 
appearance before the Committee on this issue on July 23, I would 
hope that any decisions will be delayed until the Committee can 
be consulted. A decision during the Congressional recess, repeating 
the events of last January when the advanced fighter decision was 
made when Congress was not in Washington, would be a serious error 
and would cause major problems on the Hill for our China policy. 

Charles H. Percy 
Chairman 

CHP:aws 
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Judge 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Recommend deleting the second sentence of 
para 2 in the letter. It could be read 
as suggesting mischievious motives by Senators 
which, even if tru:;.., is not something you 
want to put in writing. 

-· 1 
Bud- ··' l 
:=,/l<-j( 

/ / 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Chuck: 

Thank you for your letter of the 2nd of July on the Taiwan 
arms sales issue. I believe that the President's call to 
you from California was responsive - to your main concerns, 
but I wanted to add my own assurances that we are anxious 
to keep Senate leadership abreast of developments on this 
sensitive and important issue. ~ . ..J-ftl\.,,{~ 

f"i -~ 1 d •• ~ • • f t' ·f' vttr- 02 1 0 tac+ 10 2 ecision~ concerns timing o our no ii-
cation to the Hill of FSE 6oproduction. There are some on 
t..1-ie Hill who are pressing for notification at the earliest 
possible time, knowing that publicity arising from such 
notification would seriously jeopardize any chances of agree­
ment with the PRC. We will be making our decision on notifi­
cation timing within the next week or ten days and will be 
in touch with you on that matter. 

Please do not hesitate to call or write to me on this issue 
as I know it is one in which you have a personal interest, 
and I am anxious to keep abreast of your thinking. 

Sincerely, 

William P. Clark 

The Honorable Charles H. Percy 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 20510 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 20, 1982 

Dear Chuck: 

Thank you for your letter of the 2nd of July on the 
Taiwan a.!:'ms sales issue. I believe that the President's 
call to you from California was responsive to your 
main concerns, but I wanted to add my own assurances 
that we are anxious to keep Senate leadership abreast 
of developments on this sensitive and important issue. 

The decision remaining before us concerns timing of 
our notification to the Hill of FSE coproduction. 
There are . some on the Hill who are pressing for 
notification at the earliest possible time, knowing 
that publicity arising from such notification would 
seriously jeopardize any changes of agreement with 
the PRC. We will be making our decision on notifica­
tion timing w·i thin the next week or ten days and will 
be in touch. with you on that matter. 

Please do not hesitate to call or write to me on this 
issue as I know it is one in which you have a personal 
interest, and I am anxious to keep abreast of your 
thinking. 

Sincerely, 

William?. Clark 

The Honorable Charles H. Percy 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 20310 



~ 4997 

MEMORA.NDUM 

~TIAL 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

July 16, 1982 

ACTION 
StGNEO 

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM P. CLARK 

FROM: ~NALD GREGG & GAS~UR 

SUBJECT: Response to Senator Percy re Taiwan Arms Sales 

Attached at Tab I is a proposed response to Senator Percy which refers 
to the President 1 s telephone call and other efforts to keep Congress 
abreast of developments on the Taiwan;arms sales issue. Gaston and I 
agree that the tactics now being usi:ng by some Senators and some of 
their staffers is to push for rapid notification to Congress of FSE 
coproduction in the hope that publicity attendant to that notification 
will jeopardize any possible agreement with the PRC. 

We will come at you with specific ·recommendations as to tactics we 
should follow on Monday, but want to share this insight with you now. 
We also feel that in some cases it is the staffers on the Hill who 
are more virulent than their Senators. A specific case is Emerson, 
who works for Senator Goldwater. Gaston found the Senator quite calm 
and rational yesterday afternoon, while it was Emerson who constantly 
tried to inflame the issue. 

The reciprocal of this tactic is to make certain that the PRC knows 
that they are not going to get any more compromises from us. As of~ 
now, State is going to request that the Vice President call in the 
Chinese ambassador and tell him that our bottom line has been reache . 
We think this is a sound tactic. 

RECOMMENDATION 

the attac/~d~;r ~1;;:_ Tab I. 

Attachments v'-{) A "'· -...,1,..... af 0;5: 
Tab I Letter for Signature to Percy~...,)..-- ~ O 
Tab II Letter from Percy to You dated 7/2/82 
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cc: Gaston Sigur 
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