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AT-3 

INTRODUCTION 
AIDC was -awarded in July 1975 a 
contract for the design and develop­
ment of a new advanced military jet 
trainer. The AT-3 is designed to meet 
the newest advanced training concept 
and to provide the most effective 
training at the lowest cost which 
includes both the initial acquisition and 
operation/maintenance costs for the air 

forces of the world. Construction of 
_ two prototypes was started in J~nuary 
1978. The first flights of the AT-3 
occurred on 16 September 1980 
and 30 October 198_1 respectively. 
Extensive flight tests revealed AT-3's 
outstanding performance, maneuvera­
bility, ease of handling, maintainability, 
high reliability and low operating cost. 

It is exceptionally well suited for 
advanced fighter pilot training as well 
as ground attack roles. Production 
was started in March 1982. A I DC 
stands ready to serve its customers 
with attractive industry-participation 
opportunities in terms of advanced 
technology, management and produc-
tion methods. • 



THE PERFORMANCE TO WIN 

HIGH VISIBILITY 
BUBBLE CANOPY 

PITOT 
STATIC TUBE 

ECS 
RAM DUCT 

HEAVY DUTY 
LANDING GEAR 

COMPOUND 
NOZZLE 

TWIN TFE 731 -2L 
TURBOFAN ENGINE 



MISSION OPTIMIZED, 
PRECISE FLIGHT ·coNTROLS 



TECHNICAL DATA 

DIMENSIONS 
Wing span ...... 10.46m (34 ft 3.6 in) 
Wing chord, at root ... 2.8 m (9ft 2 in) 
Wing chord, at tip .... 1.4 m (4 ft 7 in) 
Wing aspect ratio. : ............. 5.0 
Length overall .... 12.90m (42 ft 4 in) 
Height overall .... 4.36m (14 ft 3.6 in) 
Taiplane span .... 4.83m (15 ft 10 in) 
Wheel track ........... 3.96m ( 13 ft) 
Wheel base ............ 5.49m ( 18 ft) 

AREAS 
Wings, gross .... 21.93 sq m (236 sq ft) 
Ailerons ....... 1.33 sq m (14.37 sq ft) 
Trailing-edge flaps .... .- ........... . 

2.53 sq m (27.28 sq ft) 
Fin .......... 3.45 sq m (37.12 sq ft) 
Rudder ........ 1.15 sq m ( 12.4 sq ft) 
Tailplane ........ 5.02 sq m (54 sq ft) 

WEIGHTS AND LOADINGS 
Empty weight ..... 3,864 kg (8500 lb) 
Take-off weight (clean) .... • ........ . 

5,227 kg (11500 lb) 
Max. take-off weight .............. . 

7,955 kg (17500 lb) 
Max. landing weight .............. . 

7,375 kg (16225 lb) 
Max. internal fuel 1,630 Liter (2800 lb) 
External fuel capacity ............. . 

1,135 Liter (1950 lb) 
Max. external store capacity ........ . 

2,727 kg.(6000 lb) 



A NEW PRESENCE IN AIRPOWER 



PERFORMANCE 
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DESIGNED FOR MISSION FLEXIBILITY 

•HIGH THRUST-TO-WEIGHT 
RATIO 

•LOW WING LOADING 

•ADVANCED TRANSONIC 
AERODYNAMICS 

Max Limiting Mach No .. . .. . ... 1.05 . 
Max Level speed: 
at S. L . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 485 Knots 
at 36,000 ft ... . ......... 0.85 Mach 
Stalling speed: 
flaps and L/G up . . . . . . . . . 100 Knots 
flaP.s and L/G down. . . . . . . . 88 Knots 
Max rate of climb 
atS.L . ...... . ....... 10,l00ft/min 
Service ceiling . . ..... . ... . 48,000 ft 
Minimum turning radius ..... 1,080 ft 
at 5,000 ft 

Training (Maximum Internal Fuel) 

Acrobatic & max. performance 

manoeuverlng at 36000 ft 

Short Take-off And Landing (STOL) 

2-Engine climb 
7100 ft/mfn 

~ 

0 2000 ft 

Lo-Lo-Hi Mission 
(Maximum Internal Fuel, 5000 lb External Store) 

Distance of target 250 NM 

Endurance 

3. 2hrs (Max. internal fuel) 
5.2hrs (TWo 150 gal External Tanks Added) 

Ferry 
(Two 150 Gal External Tanks Added) 





ENGINE 

Proven 
TFE 731 Turbofan Engine 
The new generation TFE 731 turbofan 
engine is a high performance engine 
featuring modular design for ease of 
maintenance, low fuel consumption, 
low noise signature, low exhaust 
emission and low I. R. signature. 

This proven engine is used on 14 
different ·aircraft including 4 military 
aircraft and has accumulated more than 
4 million hours on more than 3500 
engines. 

PERFORMANCE RATING-TFE 731-2L 

Thrust 

Bypass Ratio 

TSFC 

Sea Level 
Static 

(Std. day) 

40,000ft. 
0.8 Mach 
Std. Day 

(Max. Cruise) 

1,587 kg 344 kg 
(3,500 lbs) .(755 lbs) 

2.82 2.70 

0.493 0.815 

Typical engine weight is 725 lbs. 

FOUR STAGE: LOW 

PLANTA~Y PRESSURE AXIAL. 

GEARBOX TRANSFER 

GEARBOX 

NET THRUST-TFE 731 -2L 
CRUISE RATING 
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SAFE AND COMFORTABLE 
ACCOMMODATION Cockpit Visibility · Chart 

Canopies are operated individually and 
manually, opening sideways to starboard 
for easy entrance and egrees. The bubble 
canopy and the elevated rear seat provide 
outstanding visibility from both cockpits. 
The environmental control system is 
unique in that pressure and temperature 
are separately controlled. Dual controls 
are standard equipment. Emergency egress 
is provided by reliable Martin Baker MK-
1 OL ejection seats. Zero-altitude zero­
velocity ejection is through the canopy. 

HUD 

Front Cockpit 

Rear Cockpit 



RELIABLE SYSTEMS 

Hydraulic System 
Hydraulic power is supplied by two independent 
systems at a pressure of 207 bars (3,000 PSI) . The 
flight control hydraulic system provides power for 
operation of primary flight control surfaces. The 
uti-lity system provides hydraulic power for the 
primary flight control surfaces and for the operation of 
the landing gear, landing gear doors, speedbrakes, 
wheel brakes, nose-wheel steering, and the stability 
augmentation system. 

Fuel System 
The two fuel systems are independent of each other, 
however having a cross-feed function. Fuel for each 
engine is supplied from the rubber impregnated nylon 
fabric cell which has 1400 lbs(215 US gallons)capacity. 
Total fuel capacity is 2,800 lbs .. No fuel is carried in 
the wings. An auxiliary jettisonable fuel tank of 975 
lbs (150 US gallons) can be carried on each inboard 
underwing pylon. Refueling is provided through a 
single-point receptacle in the lower fuselage for all the 
internal and external tanks. A gravity refueling point 
is located above each fuselage tank. 



Avionics System 
Large avionics bays in the forward fuselage contain 

most of the radio and navigation equipment. The AT-3 
is equipped with UHF, intercom system, IFF/SIF 
system, T ACAN, attitude and heading reference 
system, angle of attack system, and full blindflying 
instrumentation. A wide range of alternative avionics 
is available, · such as HUD, RWR, Chaff dispenser 
system, radar altimeter, INS, doppler radar, F LI R etc. 

MA 

CTER 

Electrical System 
Main electrical power is supplied by two 28V, 12kw 
DC starters/generators, one on each engine. A 40 AH 
nickel-cadmium battery provides power for starting 
the engines and two static inverters supply AC power 
at 400 Hz. An external ground DC power receptacle is 
located on the right side of the center fuselage. The 
AT-3 is equipped with a stability augmentation system 
(SAS) which provides outstanding handling characteris­
tics and a stable platform for accurate weapons 
delivery. 

s . . 
0

OVALVE 
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ORDNANCE CAPABILTY 

Load Capability----------6,000 lb (2,727 kg) In Total 
Center pylon 2,000 lb (910 kg) 
Inboard pylon (TER adaptable) 1,400 lb (636 kg) 
Outboard pylon 600 lb (272 kg) 
Wingtip 200 lb ( 92 kg) 

Ordnance Versatility 

Guns 
Large gun bay lower fuselage 
accepts a variety of guns 

Bombs 

GP, SE 
Cl uster 
Fi re 

FI are Dispense.r 

SUU-25A/A, -25C/A, -25E/A 
Aerial Target System 

A/ A37 U- 15TTS 
Note: Other types of armaments 
can be easily adapted for carriage. 

Missiles 
Wingtip IR missiles 

Rocket Launchers 

LAU-3/ A, -3A/ A, -38/ A 
LAU-10/A, -10A/A 
LAU-60/A 
LAU-68A/ A, -68B/A 

Train ing Weapons 

Bomb and Rocket 
Training Dispensers 

Practice Bombs 
Rocket Pods 



MINIMUM MAINTENANCE 

•Built-in Bare Base Features 

Cockpit Access Without Ladders 
Engine Start with Aircraft Battery 
Sufficient Oxygen for Multiple Sorties 
Single-Point-Pressure Refuel ing/Defueling 

•Short Turnaround Time 

•Modular Engines For Easy Maintenance 

•The Lowest Maintenance Man· Hours Per 
Flight Hour of all Comparable Aircraft. 



AERO INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT CENTER 
P.O. BOX 8676 TEL: (04) 2529837 
TAICHUNG, TAIWAN 400 TLX. NO: 51140 AIDC 
REPUBLIC OF CHINA 
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April 26, 1985 

MEMORANDUM FOR ADMIRAL JOHN M. POINDEXTER 
• i1J 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

DAVID N. LAUX//.:. 

Technology Assistance for Taiwan's 
Indigenous Fighter Aircraft 

The ·purpose of this memo is to provide you and Bud background on 
the above subject, since it may be raised by Secretary Shultz or 
Secretary Weinberger with Bud or you in the near future. 

Background. About four years ago, Taiwan embarked on a program 
to produce their own indigenous fighter aircraft. When the sale 
of a U.S. FX fighter aircraft was turned down in early 1982, the 
Taiwan program took 6n more momentum. They decided that if they 
were not going to be able to purchase advancErlaircraft from us, 
and probably not from other suppliers (such as Israel} too, they 
needed to. insure against the day their e·xistj,ng inventory would 
become decrepit or obsolete. We have encouraged_ them in this 
philosophy, not only in aircraft, but other equipment, to ease 
our own problem of living up to the terms of the Taiwan Arms 
Sa~es Communique. • 

The Problem. At present, Taiwan has an inventory of about 400 
fighter aircraft, as opposed to the PRC's 5,000. Taiwan's 
inventory is made up of something over 200 F-SE's and F-5F's, and 
another 200 of old F-100 1 s, F-104's, and F-SA's -and B's. 
Attrition from age · wi(ll remove about half of these latter planes 
from Taiwan's inventory before 1990, and the F-SE co-production 
line is scheduled to end this year. Extending the co-production . 
line won't particularly help the problem because the F-SE will be 
an obsolete aircraft in the 1990's. Some improvements to the 
F-SE's and F's can and will be made, but this is a temporary 
measure. 

--~Reifacted--Redacted--Redacted--Redacted--Redacted--. -Redacted--Redacted--Redacted Rt 
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Redacted--Redacted----Redacted--Redacted--Redacted--Redacted--Redacted--Redacted--Redacteo 

--Redacted--Redacted----'Redacte~---Redacted--Redacted--Redacted--Redacted--Redacted--R 

Redacted---Redacted--Redacted--Redacted--Redacted--Redacted--Redacted-·-Redacted--Redacted 

--Redacted--Redacted--Redacted--Redacted--Redacted--Redacted--Redacted--Redacted--R, 

Redacted-Redacted--Redacted---Redacted-Redacted--Redacted--Redacted---Redacted--Redacted-

I n sum, Taiwan needs a new fighter aircraft by the early 1990's 
if it is to retain its relative power balance in the air with 
respect to the PRC. They have essentially three options: a) 
obtain it from the U.S.: b) obtain it from other sources 
Israel build i 

On the 
other hand, if the U.S. is to a ere Relations Act, 
the question needs to be addressed. Under certain circumstances 
it might be possible, in the 1990's, to sell them· the F-20 as the 
only available replacement for F-SE's which by · then will 
longer be produced -- just as we sold them C-130-'s last 
replace the technologically inferior redecessor C-119's 
were no loner bein reduced. 

sources of fighter aircra t, sue 
not appear to be feasible. We have concluded, therefore, that 
the .best policy option is to encourage Taiwan to produce its own 
aircra:ft, and assist them with technology transfer, where this is 
needed. 

The Aircraft. The plane Taiwan is planning to produce, like any 
aircraft, has three major parts: the airframe, the engines, and 
the instrumentation. The airframe is entirely of indigenous 
design and will not resemble any U.S. aircraft. The plane is 
twin-engined, and the powerplant will be the Garret 1042 engine, 

·which was approved for sale to Taiwan in early 1982, before the 
August 17, 1982 Taiwan Arms Sale Communique. The two engines 
will provide about 16,700 pounds o'f thrust with afterburner, 
which is more than the F-SE's single engine of 10,000 pounds, but 
less then the single 18,000 pound thrust of the F-104 engine or 
the F-20's two engine total of 18,000 pounds. 

Instrumentation. U.S. assistance in the plane's instrumentation 
is the issue under discussion, primarily the radar system, a 
flight data computer, digital flight control system, etc. and 
some guidance in the integration of these systems -- i.e., how 
best to fit them into the aircraft. The most important 
instrWTientation package is the radar. What is proposed is the 
6-D-53 radar system manufactured .by Westinghouse, with a 
look-down, shoot-down capability. The F-SE does not have this 
capability, and the system would be less capable than that of the 
F-16, but about the same as that of the F-20. 

~ 
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Licensing. Decisions on the licenses for the radar and other 
equipment need to be made now even though the equipment will be 
delivered largely well in the future over a period of time 
extending into the early 1990 1 s. This is because Taiwan needs to 
know specifically what equipment they can put in the plane before 
th~y can finish the design of the airframe, and they are at a 
point where they cannot proceed without this information. The 
licenses do need to be approved by the Political Military Bureau 
of the State Department, but Congress does .not need to be 
notified for any of the sales involved because they fall below 
the guidelines on Congressional notification requirements. If 
the licences are approved and things proceed normally, Taiwan 
should have a prototype aircraft in two to four years and be in 
series production in 7 to 10 years. • 

str 
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PRC Reaction. In our view, the way we handle US involvement in 
the program will affect whether and how the PRC may react. Our 
response to any such reaction should be designed to reduce the 
duration and sharpness of the exchange. 
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To that end, we have responded to PRC protests by making 
clear our fi~m position that we are acting in accordance with our 
understanding of the undertakings we made in the communiques. We 
have made clear that we are determined to live up to those 
undertakings and, at. the same time, see nothing to be gained by 
detailed discussions of each individual weapon. (Our position 
has been that we will infonn the Chinese about important new 
weapon systems, but that we .will not consult with them about the 
·sales.) 

Taiwan will not have a prot~type aircraft in the air for several 
years. In the interim, US involvement would be limited to 
assistance from US vendors and to US Government licensing of 
avionics and related electronic subsystems, none of which is 
notifiable. 

----,Redacted--Redacted-· --Redacted-Redacted--Redacted--Redacted-,~--Redacted--· .. Redacted--Redact1 

Redacted--Redacted-· _· -Redacted--Redacted--Redacted--Redacted--Redacted--Redacted Redacted 

---Redacted-,--Redacted--Redacted--Redacted--Redacted--Redacted--Redacted--Redacted Redac/1 

Redadted--Redacted--Redacted--Redacted--Redacted-Redacted-· --Redacted--Redacted--Redacted 

---Redacted--· Redacted--Redacte~-·--Redacted--Redacted--Redacted--Redacted--Redacted RedactE 

Redacted--. Redacted--. -Redacted--Redacted--Redacted--Redacted--Redacted--Redacted--· --Redacted 

Redacted--Redacted--Redact'ed----.-Redacted--. Redacted--Redacted--Redacted--_-Redacted Redacte 

Redacted--Redacted--Redacted--Redacted--Redacted--Redacted--Redacted--Redacted- Redacted 

_r:,,,ri,.,,f,.rl-· --Redacted--Redacted--Redacted--Redacted--Redacted--Redacted 

If the licences are approved and things proceed normally, Taiwan 
should have a prototype aircraft in two to four years and be in 
series production in 7 to 10 years. 

Status. • A small interagency group, including Gaston Sigur and 
myself, met on April 17 with Under Secretary of State 
Mike Armacost to go over with him the reasoning behind our 
recommendation. Armacost felt the issue should be discussed 
between Secretaries Shultz, Weinberg.er and Bud McFa:rlane. Rich 
Armitage has since discussed the issue with Secretary Weinberger, 
who supports our recommendation to _assist Taiwan in this program. 
Armacost intends to brief Secretary Shultz on the issue on 
Saturday, April 27, and it is possible that Weinberger or Shultz 
will discuss it with Bud in the near future. I should add that 
Ambassador Hummel supports the recommendation to assist Taiwan in 
this program. 

-~ "Ye, 
Gast~~~ur and Dick Childress concur. 

Recommendation: 

That you brief Bud on this issue and urge him to support the 
recommendation to proceed with licensing the sale of the 
necessary technology to Taiwan to support this program. 

Approve____ Disapprove ___ _ 

RedactE 
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THE NEW TAIWAl-JESE FIGHTER AIRCRAFT 
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, • /;. _:,:.:·, ._ -. ·As of a morfth or so ago, , the Jinal cqnfi<Juration of _.the· .. • :>: ,', .,_·:\,-..._ '-.. •. 
. ' ,. ,,:: :,:.•. ~: aj.-rpl~n~ had . ~ot been. decided, .. _- •TWO quite d:i.f ferent designs . .'( of·; __ ijyf ;·,. '.:t:/ • 

•···•. 

•• ·, ··.: • : ;· ,,,:· •,'. , •.,, .· Tai wan · plans• t_:o. : r ,011 ., out its . fir st protot ~ by : Ma'rch. 198.1' a a . • 
:. !:,.'$,nt~r series . r;oduc ion ea • in .1990. .But, gr en a • as lat,e •.as .< •• 

:, . .-.,· :.i_'.:- -~a:r):y _· . -~ .. ·_th~r~ w~~ ·~·o ' fi~al des~gn _·ae~1.s:ion, ,' tt ' ·wil~ ~be d~'ff_lC:Jµ_'~-, -- ·. 
r, .;. :· ~:.'l 'f.f!}r ·t'he ' pTane , t-o· ieach •its f .irst 'flight_"tests .' U~. only··. two ye~ts·. ·::,;We .. ,: . 

. · ,;, • h:~ ,;h~a .:~·orne :::repqft~ of pot:ef1ttal sta61I1.ty prqblem.s: -in th~ t :\,, ··: : :·,: . . ·~ • •. ·.·• 
, .: .. ·:·:·:1:(¢_E:ifgji,sJ . 'Wlli,<;!"l( 'I11ay_; pali$§ further .delci'y: ' Despite airf ram~· des•j.g'14 _:.:-., • . . • ; . .' . 

. ·.~.,/~d.y:i.'ce . frqrri Gene.tat Dynamics a-nd engi!)e assistance fro·m Garre,tt, ;~,:::-_· , • .' 
•. :--~"j;·~·--~ ,;:.fl;.t;e~9-·rat--~-;~l -wi-.t ·h . :a·Vi.Qtl-ic-s ~ .. th-at w-i1·1 -be:. laicje1•y i. ilnpo.rt~d ~· -we ; :·b.e .. 1u.·v-~-.: · .. ·- -~-
-~ .: ·\.~>· &ha.t·'·: t '.e'$thing '.:txoubtes common to a11 " new ·air¢ra:ft and Taiwa:ri t$ : fack· .. 

'<}; ; •.eif1Jt.~~~; ;!'!!)ft '$Y!'f~\l(·Jnteg,;atio~~xp.erience could , We).l .' cause •~~~.~•,:~ ' • 
' :• • , •• • ;• · : ".:-: ~ .. . ·-.;. ~ .,.. •• ~. • ·1 ... ~:i . ~ '. 
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' Taiwan Air Force structure 

As . the Air Force has more aircraft than at · any_ ' '. , . . 
. t • .. . e • over 400 first-line rnaclHnes consist in . of1\·r.) /. ·' 
ti4]J F-5Es, 106 .:F-104s and 49 F-10 s. T ere are · also 127 trainers .. ·' 7.~~;:_, . i'.· 
which cart be used in combat, the most important of which ar"e 62 . , • .. :·- .. . •· • 
older F-5As and -Bs and 5 2 newer F-5Fs . . But the only aircraft with / . .-,.,·· -· ('-'. 

• any sfgnificant u·seful life are the 309 F-5Es and -,-Fs produced .o_n •. • . . _:: • i· • 
'Taiwan. , Although Taiwan acquired 66 F-104Gs two years ago, <they ,- ··.' ,:•·,, •.. . i}~ 

' •· wer~ .--~x_· ':"FRG 'L~ft.wa·~f e tra_i~ers' over 20 yea;s old' ~he>se ·a.~rf r~_rn_e __ ~/:.r· i ·_; ' . . '·11 /, 
. had. :Tived a · hard life. Taiwan's other F-104s, acquired through MA.t>, t·, ... •• , .. ,~ 

:: are · ~·ven older· arid are at the end of useful service. The F-:-l00s a-t ·:~ :,•· • . • · ~ 1 
. all_ J O years old and are flown only sparingly; many ·will 'be ,' •::'··: ,.. . . I,> 

converted to . target dronep. DIA estirnc:ttes--conservatively, in · our · • f. 
iew-:--that • total Air Force f i hter stren th will dro . from 530 • in ··.. . • _ _',. ~: • · ;·'. ! 

51 o 400 in 1990, to 320 in 1995. This projection does not - • .. 
11ow for the new ig er corn ng into service . after 1990, . but ' it _.-.. . _-, ... · . ··..: 
ppeats quite unlikely that its production al.one will be early · or· ··; . •. -;( ·, .-, . ·/, 
argef_- e.nough to stern the d_eclirie. . ' • : · • - •• <~<.· ,_,::_,:. ,.-:t 

• I • •,If • 

. Fi9ht~r Developm~nts in the PRC 
. : .". 

· China's present production model MiG-21/F-7 • is a~ . early yet $'ion ·_,. '>··_. 
-of 'tlie · aircraft, inferior on most points of performance e·xce.pt speed ·.,·.• . 
to Taiwan's F-5E. It appears likely that China will upgrade it with ... 

• mis·siles, avionics and probably' engines from the US, • Israel ·or , : . . ~ ,. : ,. 
: . we;stern Europe. It is a well designed ·airc~afti · relatively · simple·:,,::_ t : •• :_. ,'_,. 

• to improye . • China has .al ted some with ' UK Marconi ·avionics·'t:·;.);-''·; · . -, 
·;'(buf ,~xp6rt · . .via Jordan) and will have t e. means . , •;, ··,,. :· .< ·: :· 

ma e ·the modern all-aspect Israeli Python-II ·air_; o-a1r m1ss1 e .• · ;:,.,. . ·,· , . 
:-rs1milar fo .the· US AIM-9L). The M iG-21 is used so widely_ the Th_ird .... _;, . • ·: 
world that many W~stern airciaft manufacturers, f~cing declining .· : : ... . 
demand "::for· riew fighters, are likely t<;> develop_ improv~ments packages '· · .. . 

: . for the , airc~aft. . They .will see China · as a · prime customer~- . ... . • ... . 
' .- ·· . ? ¥.6"': . ' 

·Chin • 240 now · and is ·~xpected 
to 'nearl 9 If . China sta s w .e • ;:::_~ 

• program,· its .35 present: F-Bs _would increase to 165 by 1990 and ·-would .... _ ·• '. /,.· ,., 
• •. -i· be '. Joined late t:h,is _decade by a few F-8"."'2s, . which .rE=qu1.red major ... , i ..• • .. ,1' ·,}· 

· 'fuselage ' red.esign before 'they could • accommodate an impt;oved radar·. . ••• 
• • :Tjle .F_.8 inV~ntory' wotild re~ch ,480 by 1995 . • Although the F::..8 is a ·. · .. <: ·: ,. ;,:: ·:·::':: 

• !'1ach~2 ait•craft, it 'StJffers. from the same design deficiencies of J ;_ts .:~: 
·,.parent ·MiG~2.1.;.:-:..:.wea1< radar low -man:euverab' • ·. · e • • ,. · • · -~,-.,, . . ''"· 

we•apo • • • •• •• o • the· .• MiG-21 and the F~8 were ·aes·ig'ned in· the '6Os for ·: ' ::: •. ·• •• 
-t.he', primary mission of intercepting unescorted attacking bombers ', • • • :_ --:· 

.• • 11ot •. -. ·f. b(_ ~o_g.fi_' gh.ti. ng .• ·' If · the ·F-8 c~nnot be made into. an effectiv;r··_. 'M ·:. . •• .. ~ 
modern · f1ghter-'--and we doubt that it can c ire •. (I' • .. . , .. 
tr1anu __ ac· ·ur1ng rights to a worl -class .. f~ •• mos~ lo ic~l · ,~, .. v :-~.: .. / ·.·: 
~and:i..qate . 1s •.the · . renc irage- 0 which be . available 1n .... · • . .. .-:,i{I, 

;' interce tori att_ac • :- " : ,·:r<" 

. . • SECRET/NOFORN,;.,,, -- .. 
' ! ' .• 
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• Until more .is known about the a erformance of the:·t:new .. 
Taiwanese fighter an a Westernized" PRC MiG-2L or F- , ~eaningful 
comparison among the aircraft is ~ot possible. Moreover, the • 
quality- of . pilot training is as fmportant to the outcome of combat ' 
as qu~lity of eqriipment. In this respect, Taiwan's pilots/ · trairi~d 
in a :system stressing fiexibility and initiitive, would enjoi a • 
~onsiderable advantage over the products of China•~ Soviet-style 
s~i~em, which emphasizes clos~ control from the ground and ri~id~ 

• ·c,opybook · c.ombat ' ta'ctics; ' 

Taiwan's Options 

• F'or · now, Taiwan is· only realistic alter·nati ves •• to a new · 
:. indigenous fight would probably b_e stopgaps. It could, but does not 
~ish · to, extend production of F-5Es. or, it could acquire I 

• ·additional · F.::.104s ·from the. l00-500 still 1n European inventories, >'. : .. •• 
. but :they are obsoiescent and have peen h~avily used; Taiwan knows • 
• well the. reliability .'and maintenance problems -tha_t would come ·with : : • 

them. •. ~. : • 

_ . . Ne~ ' non~us aircra~t appear unlikely; the saudis .. hav~ alr~aay 
• shown that they have ·considerable lever~ge (011 su~plY arid 

• construct'ion contracts.) to · block Taiwane.se acquisition of tpe· 
· rsraeli, .Kfir---or · so • · ' Moreover, · Tel Aviv's arms 

a es ·=: o Taiwan have waned .and it now has a , burgeoning arms • c , . ,. 
· relationship with the · P • • • likel · risk. • Fr a.nee • , • 

· • ':an _ e . RG..;UK~Ita~iarf ·Tornado con·sortiurn .are the only Westerll • -. • ··,; 
••• .Euro'pean • sources~ •. • In • the case of the Tornado, · <:;erman policy,. not . to • .: . 

• • ·export. lethal arms to · potential or actual areas of conflict: ptobaply . . 
wou;Ld blo¢k a Tornado sa1e, ·as it did the aborted Leop~rd tank sale •• 

• to ,sa:uai A'Cab:t'a. .The 'British and Italian partners, tor .th<?ir ·,part, 
• ·have establisheci . interests in the PRC market ·arid ·have not sold 1 ·•· . 

·• iraiwan ·other types of -weaporis . • We - believe that France • • . . . . • • , • 
• . • still sees .the .PRC' s . sales potential (though . it ha~ had : relatively 
·•· ltttl~ --~~d6-ss so far) is large eno~gh· not to seil ~aiwan :either· •• 

: Mfrag:e F~ls (wh:i.ch would offer ; little . or . no improvern«=nt over . t~e .• · .· • . 
. :t--S·E) .or · M.iiage~2000s · (Dassault has a full oomestic and . export order· .. 

,.1.· .: - book, '. ana ··a .t. ,1east -a · chance of licem~ing .the ··airc_raft to the PRC)~ ~:':.· 
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