
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library 

Digital Library Collections 

 
 

This is a PDF of a folder from our textual collections. 

 
 

          Collection: Presidential Handwriting File:  
                Presidential Speeches 

  Folder Title: Folder 384 (08/22/1985 to 09/02/1985) 
      Box: 20 

 
 

To see more digitized collections visit: 
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material 

 
To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library Inventories, visit: 
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories 

 
Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov  

 
Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-

support/citation-guide 
 

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/ 
 
Last Updated: 01/30/2025 

https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://catalog.archives.gov/


(ROHRABACHER) 
.:. t haS seen 

1:11e Presh1.en 

AUGUST 22, 1985 
.2 7'.S--SX~S-..,.-S"' 

FUNDRAISER FOR CALIFORNIA 

-

LOS R::~:~~~:N c::;;~RNIA ~ · 

THANK YOU I . GOVERNOR DEUKMEJ I AN/ 

MEMBERS OF CONGRESS/CHAIRMAN ANTONOVICH/ 
LADIES ~ND GENTLEMEN. JSPECIAL-THANKS ~ To~·· ~· 

MARGARET BROCK FOR ALL SHE's DONE TO MAKE 

THIS THE SUCCESSFUL DINNER THAT IT IS, 

CALIFORNIA IS ALWAYS IN THE FOREFRONT OF NEW 
TRENDs .rPffHAPs- 'f1Hs- rnfAoi=7\ • BEi=oRE-

- ··-' 
DINNER SPEECH WILL CATCH ON, 

~w("-.,,•· 

I AM AAP"P'l'Tif-SEE "MY F"P:llN'i:l -Jb1rNGAVIN, 

OUR AMBASSADOR TO MEXICO, JACK, AS YOU 
KNOW, HAS DONE su~~~~~T.!Y.~-w~~~~J-1 -TH-1-NK-•m-• ____ ,, 

HE's ONE OF THE BEST AMBASSADORS THIS 
COUNTRY HAS EVER HAD: f AND WE ARE ENORMOUSLY., =,~- · 

PLEASED THAT HE IS GOING TO STAY ON IN HIS 
POST AND CONTINUE HIS GREAT WORK, 
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IT IS CERTAINLY A PLEASURE FOR ME TO BE 

BACK WITH OLD FRIENDS AND IN CALIFORNIA. 

THIS IS THE FIRST TIME I'VE BEEN WITH MANY 

OF YOU SINCE SPENDING A LITTLE TIME IN 
• • ·•r • c s rtnmr a • : • ria,=,.1r1, ..-..: ••At"6a.f■• U!T :e r tr> 

BETHESDA,] NANCY AND I WANT YOU TO KNOW HOW 

MUCH YOUR PRAYERS AND WELL WISHES MEANT TO 

~ ESATTOGITHERANDREADMANYOF~ 
GET WELL CARDS YOU SENT AND KNOWING YOU WERE 

WITH US IN SPIRIT WAS THE BEST MEDICINE OF 

ALL. 
p;Jli4Pl8Ali p A - l IQ Li& MIH'l &1i!I IIIIZ l l®'-L.&$ CNS T iCLIU_\ Zitl(Q A tcbtlb(40_4 ~11~ ·-

SOME OF THOSE CARDS WERE MEMORABLE. 

ONE PERSON WROTE,fDEAR MR. PRESIDENT, 1·wAs 

VERY CONCERNED TO HEAR THAT THE DOCTORS TOOK 

TWO FEET OUT OF YOUR INNER WORKINGY ' - -

--HOW~
0 DT0" fHoSEiwOFEET. GITINTHERE~ 

..., • ·• t r 1» re I r,sa eae:·cm ·M1ca-: wft nst:rnaw fl I a J s'illWG • w;2fi'IJRMit11&.»•-•AX1, U.:t .. c.:..soeJ:...w.utli!iilft:Stillf~· 

THIS WAS MY SECOND SERIOUS VISIT TO THE 

HOSPITAL SINCE GETTING TO WASHINGTON, u .. • •-•n ••- ·•-
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THERE IS A STORY --(Now YOU KNOW 

1 'D HAVE A STORY FOR YouJ--
r a.r.m. sr• JI r - tc.;1i1......e,Qr!:.lfotl!:11Q. I J'dt""~~~ 

[SHRINE OF LOURDES STORY] 
SERIOUSLY THOUGH/I'M FEELING FINE AND 

WHEN WE GET BACK TO WASHINGTON, IT's FULL 
STEAM AHEAD. IF WE ARE GOING TO SUCCEED 

~~ ,r.cJJl\i .. ,,.,,.,~v.~ ~ • 

I 'LL NEED YOUR HE~~jcAN L ~94~L.Q~_r_O,ld,? __ , __ 
- r .. 1JD!b wi-.a•~• ~H<Sil ft l ld !i 

I WAS HOP I NG YO U.!LS.AX~r~ll!AI~~>,7,~~~~-~~--
r - ·'·''""'~,,,,....-. .. .,,~~"°'"~~~-,a;,..~'.(;_. -

WE'VE BEEN THROUGH MANY POLITICAL 
BATTLES TOGETHER.• SK ALL OF 

.-,t',.;:~~~·~->-...:2 .~:h ._..:,;_ ,:,:, • • ,., , .. ... ,~.,:~ .. .M:.,.~:.l.-£. .... ,-j.,~~1~;:,i.~~ 

YOU WH ERE ACTI FOR 
GOVERN 
TABLES. OF 
THESE VETERAN EPUBL ANS BIG HA ? 

'\i#ft'f,,t-1'<!''~~~~~~-'!" ... ~ ' h l<:.;.(! ,..__"'31».-Q_S ! ... :ZC: .• , ... ~~~~~~~~~o:n~~~.-... .r.~ 

MIKE ANT~~VIf~ ~~ ·~P,}~t~A,~ (W_E~~✓}UST 
KIDS BACK IN ~sk-~-At{)'wALKffl~ PRfcINCTs 

FOR YOUTH FOR REAGANy'THEY CALLED THAT 

GANG, "THE BROWN IS OUT TO LUNCH BUNCH." 
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NOW THOSE SAME YOUNG PEOPLE ARE ASSUMING 
LEADERSHIP POSITIONS IN STATE GOVERNMENT/ND 
A f1iO~ HOLD POSITIONS OF RESPONSIBILITY 
IN OUR ADMINISTRATION IN WASHINGTON. 

·-~~- ~ - . ---~~~~•. ~-~ &f.t.-..,.t."JIJl,..lh4' 'E Jlol9lr.:.t~ 1111'4! ..;~ ~ .......... ~ 

PERHAPS THE MOST HEARTENING DEVELOPMENT 
IN RECENT YEARS IS THAT TODAY'S CROP OF 
YOUNG PEOPLE IS TURNING TO OUR PARTY AS 
NEVER BEFORE, I WASN'T IT NICE TO SEE ALL 
THOSE YOUNG FACES, FILLED WITH ENERGY AND 
IDEALISM AT OUR RALLIES ALL ACROSS AMERICA? 

! f L . et .... , - ...... 211¥ a:n.1 . l . . - .t .. YOUNG VOTERS WI,LL CONTINUE SUPPORTING US AS: ... 
LONG AS WE OFFER THE WAY TO A BETTER FUTURE/ 
AS LONG AS WE ARE THE CAN-DO PARTY WITH AN 
AGENDA FOR AN OPPORTUNITY-FILLED TOMORROW/ 
THE PARTY WITH A POSITIVE STRATEGY FOR 
FREEDOM AND GROWTH . 

..---·--_T_O_D_A v-· -;:H-E0

-

111R-~ E-Pu-··B-·L-i C-A-N '""'r""·-A R-T-Y~-.~i-STHE PARTY·-· 
OF THE OPEN nooR. HERE IN . cAL-1FoRNIA-:°(A~;"-1N w • 

OTHER STATES, WE ARE REACHING OUT TO ASIANS/ 
HISPANICS/AND BLACKS/ AND IT IS MAKING A 
DIFFERENCE, 
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I KNOW, FOR EXAMPLE, THAT A BIG FACTOR IN 
BOB DORNAN's l.IQff RACE FOR CONGRESS WAS HIS 
RECEIVING ALMOST 50 PERCENT OF THE HISPANIC 
VOTE I - '" , • • , • •• ' ... .,., • • • I ...... , . .. " .. -

INROADS ARE BEING MADE IN THE ASIAN 
COMMUNI:v: f THE oTH.ER PARTY-LOOKSATTH'--~-·s·E-·~-----

' PEOPLE AND OTHERS AS ETHNIC GROUPS./ WE LOOK 
., . :er> ..... • • - ' w.•••• M ·,Ii . ._. . . .,:,ft,.. ' ~FJ - . .S -~ o.w . a_: ti11i11:/~ . • • _.,,; . • - • - • • 

AT THEM AS AMERICANS/ MORE AND MORE 
• - . g ,o at a fl ., ;rrtt~lltr<s,qil;GV'Nt~~ 

DEMOCRATS ARE REALIZING THAT THEY HAVE MORE 
IN COMMON WITH OUR GOALS THAN THOSE TARGETED 
BY THE LEADERSHIP OF THEIR OWN PARTY. 

TODAY WE ARE THE MAJOR POLITICAL FORCE 
• ~, ·rnn .. ·.-UfrE;;tt_•~•--ae?ibtWW<~••""~ lflloqli:f'• 01~1 

. FOR C~ANGE JN_}tl,S~THAT' s EVIDENT BY 

THE .TERRIFIC JOB THAT GOVERNOR DEUKMEJIAN IS 
~~~:t.J#.'8¥..-~~~-1 "'1<-"l':J~- · - .. 

D?ING HERE IN CALIFORNIA_j I HOPE ALL OF YOU 

WILL DO YOD Rifffi'ToT-ELECT HIM NEXT YEAR/ 
AND TO SEND HIM A LEGISLATURE THAT HE CAN 
WORK WITH. AND WHILE YOU'RE AT IT, WHY NOT 
SEND ANOTHER REPUBLICAN FROM CALIFORNIA TO 
THE UNITED STATES_ SENATE? ff HEAR "THERE ARE ·-- . 

QUITE A FEW PEOPLE INTERESTED IN THE JOB. 
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THERE IS NOTHING WRONG WITH THAT AND I'M 

SURE PRACTICALLY ANY ONE OF THEM WOULD BE AN 

IMPROVEMENT /BUT MAY I MAKE A SUGGESTION? 
- · , e -Wd&or't".-J~, ·---- -0 i M M , , , • . oe-.. -· L Ill .!IMC ..... u..w ...... ,.. ,. r 1,o• lfAI-... 

f" TWENTY YEARS AGO, OUR PARTY IN CAL I FORNI A 

GAVE A PRICELESS GIFT TO REPUBLICANS 

EVERYWHERE -(,-HE 11TH COMMANDMENT)­

/'fHOU SHALT NOT SPEAK ILL OF ANOTHER 

_ REPUBLI~~~.<r HAVE A s'PiR"iTED""PRiM-ARY7--~-----

BUT DON'T CAMPAIGN AGAINST EACH OTHER . 
., • JIIII ,.a;;e; ·"" ei, •• • , • • MO <CC ••• L ,id I ~~ .. . . .. li'lb lU l<C ... Olllr. - I .......... __ . , ., .. .. A. C •er ... . r 

CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE INCUMBENT AND THEN 

STAND UNITED BEHIND OUR PARTY's CHOICE, . 
r p ➔ r h C 

1 ,q 9 81 ... '111,UtlJi'.'ll),...W,.Q.l .4 et lCUi&.QQWZ. ..- i Z.-~ 

SEND US ANOTHER REPUBLICAN SENATOR, 
..., 

1 
cu ,,,....~ · ~ _ rett:-.,esQ:1i;lo:GF; ~ .:: 1,,1txn,;,, ·-,·· , ~ '"r'Jl,1A...~---c,;1:,-; fA~~~~~~~ ~~~·,i;~of{,a: 

BY BEING HERE TONIGHT/YOU'RE 

CONTRIBUTING TO A REGISTRATION DRIVE THAT 

WILL GIVE GOVERNOR DEUKMEJIAN THE LEVERAGE 

HE NEEDS UP IN SACRAMENTO TO HELP US BUILD A 

NEW COALITION FOR FREEDOM AND OPPORTUNITY. 
-~,..~ • •--• R'I • ·• ± w i 

THE OTHER SIDE WOULD LIKE TO BELIEVE OUR l 

VICTORY LAST NOVEMB R W D E TO 5Cl(t7/✓fl/c?;, (JT"tfil: 

r 4M~. r ; JusT "~oPE THEY KE(p • --

BELIEVING THAT, 
.,,, . : :• ~· 
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THERE'S A CHANGE HAPPENING IN AMERICA. 
"'1-2-2 ¥IL1'1 • A P5I •w: ■ • ~f-tbee::ao,-1 1r ·c • • • 1 • •> n, ~ ·--

REAL I GNM~~ I~ R~~~_{WHAT THE AMERICAN 

PEOPLE SEE IS THAT THE OTHER PARTY JUST 

_ ~E.fs .. ~~r~-S2!:~:.~::f OF- c6uRSE, "THAT1S'······-· 
WHAT HAPPENS IF EVERY TIME THERE'S A 

DECISION TO MAKE, YOU KEEP LEANING TO THE 

IN CONTRAST, WE'RE GOING FORWARD, 

WITH CON,~JP,ENCE 8tilt .. ,~1Jl:LJJUSNJ AND WE'RE 
1 

r 

~-·-
NOT ABOUT TO STOP TILL WE GET THE JOB DONE. 

4 M Al:Uliif ----• Jii¥1$•-,; _ 'fk; 81 If W~tdlZ-.-. Si flio/tYC:t ; ~:VT .... 
• ~Mllle!lSt,1o._...,.~+~!itlJ, 

I KNOW THAT SOME OF THE SAME PEOPLE WHO 

THOUGHT WE'D BE CO-OPTED BY THE PERMANENT 

GOVERNMENT WHEN WE GOT TO WASHINGTON A 

LITTLE OVER 4-1/2 YEARS AGO/Now THINK THAT 

OUR SECOND TERM IS GOING TO BE LITTLE MORE 

THAN A HOLDING ACTION. ELL, LET ME CLEAR 

THAT UP. YES, WE'RE PROUD OF WHAT WE'VE 

ACCOMPLISHED SO FAR/BUT WE'VE GOT AN AGENDA/ 

AND TO BORROW A PHRASE FROM THE CAMPAIGN/ 

YOU AIN'T SEEN NOTHING YET. 



,, 
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THIS FALL, WE ARE GOING TO CAMPAIGN FOR 
THE MOST EXTENSIVE TAX OVERHAUL THIS COUNTRY 
HAS HAD SI_~CE Tw~,E _1920'~.:J IT WILL BRING 
DOWN THE RATES AND CLOSE THE LOOPHOLES. 
IT WILL BE FAIR. ONCE IN PLACE, IT WILL 

ii"ERG!ZE OUR ECONOMY/SPURRING INVESTMENT 

-~ ;,:r. 

- · 1Fsttr~~lf~~.,..r~>~ ~ ~ ~7- Sc>l 'Jf~I~ AND ENTERPRISEjt>EOPLE WILL HAVE AN 
! _, • · q· &ro·w • S ±ttattC¥0Clai<I 

INCENTIVE TO CHANNEL THEIR RESOURCES INTO 
JOB-CREATING BUSINESS AND COMMERCIAL 
INVESTMENT/RATHER THAN NONPRODUCTIVE . 

-g:;1,ryw-·an ·-~-an:w :!Ci:#12 att .. ••Jt.~~ fft3~t tilf«:tt ~ SHELTERS AND TAX DODGESJrWE ARE GOING TO 
,,.,~~~'S,~ .. ......, 111: "711a 1• ~~gJ;t::ts~~ - • 

TAKE OUR CASE DIRECTLY TO THE PEOPLE. 
IT's A CHOICE BETWEEN THE SPECIAL INTEREST 

,. , .. AND THE GENERAL INTEREST. THIS IS A BIG 
ONE, AND WITH YOUR HELP~/WE'RE GOING TO WIN 
IT FOR AMERICA. :::~~:rLOoKING-· r~-a'""-r-HE~ Fu_r_u R-EQO-:~ -wE---~-ARE~.MavING-~ ~~~--
FORWARD WITH RESEARCH ON A PROJECT THAT 
OFFERS US A WAY OUT OF THE NUCLEAR DILEMMA 
THAT HAS CONFOUNDED MANKIND FOR 
FOUR DECADES. 
•1 a ,,,._ ~ P3 _..ftlti3VIQP: ►PL StAJI ZUU:M0.4.lii ;a ....... !;Ai aw•. _ sMt. PC [SlU. 4 < WAS• - · ·,.. 
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THE STRATEGIC DEFENSE INITIATIVE RESEARCH 
PROGRAM OFFERS US THE HOPE OF PROTECTING 
OURSELVES AND OUR ALLIES FROM A NUCLEAR 

1 · Qtr: I - ...... u-~tO:,flMll,. !_:'LLISTIC MISSI_LE ATTAC~f THIS WILL PERMIT 
US TO SHIFT OUR FOCUS TO SAVING LIVES RATHER 

. . . 

THAN AVENGING THEM, WE SEEK AN ANTI-NUCLEAR 
SHIELD USING TECHNOLOGY TO MAKE US SAFER. ~~~..,..-•e ,.., tt\ ~ id ••? m. e111•, rrll[l;1:Vi' · ~ .- ,.r,., 1981.1Wf>.,ti ,_,•s:h .-.,zsca:su•zA\SftllWa:ww * ·ouR SUCCESS WILL BE MEASURED BY THE NUMBER 
OF PEOPLE WE CAN SAVE, NOT DESTROY. 

WE Rt't~ff*'RE:~Rl'NG °FRO~f-so'"'"""""ME~--~SE~LF-· --DE-C~LA~R,.-,.ED ____ _ 
EXPERTS THAT OUR S,D,I, CONCEPT .IS 
.~~:1.~.~.~~P .. ~Ji~.?J.S . ..QL~-a~·~L__.,,iF~-·-uM4"1-··-·•-~'9-... __.!W_ 

THAT'S TRUE/WHY ARE THE SOVIETS SO UPSET """"'-..---.~~~tzmrn~•w,~~~ ..... c.r~~:'J-·jj,!(l;~,.,l'F®-""'~t.~~& ,ABOUT I
0

T?J Asii;" MATTER OF FACT, WHY ARE THEY 
INVESTING SO MANY RUBLES OF THEIR OWN IN THE 
SAME TECHNOLOGIES? 
' 
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ONE OF THE REASONS THE AMERICAN PEOPLE 
HAVE TURNED TO US IS THAT WE DO NOT WAIVER 
FROM OUR COMMITMENT TO DO WHAT IS NECESSARY 
TO KEEP OUR COUNTRY SAF0ND TO SECURE THE 

BLESSINGS OF LIBERTY FOR OUR CHILDREN AND 

OUR CH I LOREN'~ CljJ,LD ' -
• L .. Z • 

ettw~2 p 

NOWHERE IS THIS CLEARER THAN IN CENTRAL 
ttt ·· xedttt ., .. tr:r es ,. - n·· •o-:· «t:< T "4:l f1e•rwttX'dJ{..1-.,u.-:w ·a,iw 1.--"11llfUtlS.iiJlb?'.lr' t$~61' it½'?:M._1 

~ AMERIC~ .. • .. l WE'VE TURNED AROUND A DESPERATE 
SITUATION IN THESE LAST 4~1/2 YE,ARS..,J,.-,"o-»•N-E-~ o-·F-,, -·· · 

nt c:r< .a .... b .. "i&•t ; • • ts~;;t.f~;lit.i¢"1111U'l,la.tdt l W ~ 
• - to r tt) mn ·t,..1wnc:n<:rs • • . 

THE PROUDEST ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THIS 
ADMINISTRATION HAS HAPPENED SLOWLY AND 

~~·•i¼,,.-,J}.;AA.~,.;,,.--{i.~! -,,, 

QUIETLY, WITH LITTLE RECOGNITION. f WHEN WE 
·~-;--,.,'...!'.·•~ J~·-. · • . ·· ~ ;~:.-..t~~~-~~,4/W,W·~~ii,ca.·GTP::?nn,....ttr ~ -~....t&Q-~~~~~ 

FIRST GOT TO WASHINGTON, THE QUESTION ON 
EVERYONE'S LIPS WAS, ~WILL EL SALVADOR FALL 
TO THE COMMUNISTS?il' ODAY THE QUESTION IS/ • • 

,WILL DEMOCRACY WIN IN NICARAGUA?b -• t . LU Qd t ~ 1& 1 Mll!I: . lliJAI :.woo.~-= sw..~~~!1.:t .. o,~·•:Ht";'~~~>-.• • - 1t:iJill1f9'dllllllfL')i01 _ (J.,:,rti,~~- . .. .. e0e.~~.a..--r-- . 

AND TOMORROW THE QUESTION .WILL BE --
HOW SOON? 

~ ._..a 
. . ,,,: ,&'4";2);.~~~•;.aw:cJOisq.~~1!!.i~.tkAO.Z 1-0:0 2.w •.. J .1) I .A c, I :et . ( > . , .... a •• J l ¥ P7'"'-'1 U I J; I < A,.,. .. -- -~ -------·-· 
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WE HAVE HELD FIRM, f wE w1LL CoNTINUE TO 
~~")•t~:,r ~---•·-·----.,, _ ___ . v·-

1
., ,:-:11_r"-.·..,..::,~.,p.~ ;,.,;,, DO WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE TO PROTECT OUR 

COUNTRY's SECURITY/J\ND HELP THE PEOPLE OF 
CENTRAL AMERICA BUILD FREE, PROSPEROUS, 
AND DEMOCRAilC CDUNJJUES~-------~~ k~ww . • -• ~-
~w• __,. • 

TODAY WE HAVE SO MANY REASONS TO BE 
•• ,m · 1:::. CH " ) t n•,i ' liiitlC · tcf f p · - - ~ ·-. ..... , ,,.·H,=-(1! &Ml • ~ § -~~) ft ;¢..,~,.. . .. G~~ TEF~:.' _[ NANCY AND I HAVE SA ID A FEW 

F PRAYERS OF THANKS IN THESE LAST FEW WEEKS, 
-

- ------·-----•16iijaj,j-••--•-P11 _,-,•-•M•f!"l-•---•·u . ~•* J;roe, 5 s ,- a;ew;:e 1r,:.,....,..lidl?fol 
1 ~ 

a ~, 1 0 ;a.wz:.st ,we.211 

BUT ALL OF US CAN BE THANKFUL THAT WE ARE 
-. CITJZENS OF _T~I_S B~~-s-~p __ ~A-~~•fl '\:/Atfi" Tff-­

THANK ALL OF YOU FOR WHAT YOU ARE DOING TO 
KEEP IT THE GOOD AND DECENT LAND GOD 

, i ._ . it . "°-·• s11 , . l~H•·· ~7r y;a~f::cll(;in~rr rst ... • JN••• .:,o Rf rn::r·w~1• 1·~s: -'-I NT END ED HER T9 .BE. { I'M SORRY WfCAN'T SPEND -~~l"iidP14-.W F ¼l .D lliMAi-',._. I Wtl'rrt:. ,_.; 

- THE~ REST OF THE EVEN I NG HERE /BUT I 
APPRECIATE THIS CHANCE TO BE WITH YOU, ~~~ ~,·a ~ 

~u; azzs •~liiliOi~@ . o: ;tPAQ11 ;;P1ctt,.rs,., , .t,liii::r:,., . naR1<>t◄~~ ... ~ JUST SEEING YOU HERE LIKE THIS MAKES ME SURE 
WE WILL PRESERVE THIS LAST BEST HOPE OF MAN 
ON EARTH, 

THANK YOU AND GOD BLESS YOU. 

# # # 
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(Gilder/BE/PJB) 
August 29, 1985 
5:30 p.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL RADIO TALK: FOOTWEAR IMPORTS 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 31, 1985 

"-~ ~g' 0&,2S e,_, 
,, , .. 

My fellow Americans: Last Wednesday, I notified Congress of 

my decision not to impose either quotas or tariffs on foreign 

shoe imports into this country. I'd like to sium~.:a-::fe~PH:!-1; 

talk~ with you about that decision, because the case of shoe 

imports illustrates why so-called "protectionism" is almost 

always self-destructive, doing more harm than good even to those 

it is supposed to be helping. 

Advocates of protectionism often ignore its huge, hidden 

costs -- OQ~ that far outweigh any temporary benefits. ~ 

.i=n&kan{';e, the Council of Economic Advisers estimatEllli that the 

quotas on shoe imports ~at I turned down would have cost the 

American consumer nearly $3 billion. And there are other costs~ 

~U. • If 1ffl'e%ct::~n~ diif.> ~uotas, & -.--would have entitled our 

trading partners to another $2 billion in compensation -- or they 

alJHlo.s.o __ ~c.e~ would have retaliated, slapping quotas or 
....... 

tariffs on the products we sell to them. That would mean an 
~ 

immediate a:1tdr,-0jgpj f Lui1M.. loss of American jobs, · and a dangerous 
AL5-0 

step down the road to a trade war. A:lsa, if our trading partners 

can't sell their products here, they can't afford to buy our 

exports -- and that means s-td:?i more lost jobs for Americans. 

Protectionism almost always ends up making the protected 

industry ~~t strcmgwx+ h..t weaker, and less able to compete 

against foreign imports. Between 1977 and 1981, U.S. footwear 

manufacturers received protection from foreign imports, but at 
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the end of that time, they were Gi,!t:eSl more vulnerable to foreign 

competition than before. Fn.efae+:, lnstead of "protectionism," iit. 
w'E S l+d-1 L-0 

we,uJd =bci-dtiMW: &i:curato ~o call it "destructionism." ·as~~ 

lr 
se~~e$r.t:clt.~~:-9-i~sm destroys jobs, weakens our industries, harms 

exports, costs billions of dollars to consumers, and damages our 

overall economy. Of course, free trade also means fair trade. 

-'Pki ;~Admifrli! :l;;r_!!jgi&{ ,f"w i 11 move vigorous 1 y against unfair trading 

practices, using every legal recourse available to give American 

manufacturers a fair shake at home and open markets abroaa . .Ll:-

Psee1it:1¥, lhe balance of trade has become a very emotional 

issue. WA.Eh jome claimi1~:~&f!Pt our trade deficit has cost us 

millions of jobs. -A~•·*•&¥~, Congress is awash in bills 
Lcsol{-A'r 

calling for trade sanctions and retaliation. ~ facts~~t 

In 1980 we had a trade surplus and about 

99 million Americans had jobs. Today we have a trade deficit, 
..-r-- - ____,, 

and almost 107 million Americans are working. kl •~t:hcr WG£9c, --
Oespite a growing trade deficit, we've gained over· 7-1/2 million 

new jobs since 1980. Our free, open, and growing economy has put 

more Americans to work in 1985 than ever before in our history.~ 

:E,n..,~~, ~•ve created - more jobs in the last 3 years than 

~ Europe and Japan combined. The surest way to destroy those 

jobs and throw Americans out of work is to start a trade war. 
--------• 1or.:.u;,::,• IC o Cl • j,I •...I~ ......._~ 

And J:eeif-6-410t: fnx ,8-t-~~t one of the first victims of a 
¢,-,' 

protectionist trade war will be America's farmers, who have it 

tough enough already. 

A Nti:W5 s r<JR.Y 
!--P tte 1?21PS:::- the other day o. said, "Protectionist fervor on 

the Hill is stronger than it has been since the 1930s. " • • 
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Some of us remember the 1930s, ffl;;ilS-> when the most destructive 
... 

trade bill in history, the Smoot-Hawley Tariff Act, helped plunge 

this Nation, and the world, into a decade of depression and 

despair0 IJiill hwJ pwa .fd<t.ai:pitate:- FbsT&C0 Fd nirf. •-~®.e _,::~~~ ... ~-e~t~ 

pll'O't~ 111.b;m e re -; gft8 Fi H~--;il;ae, el~~ C:S:!iOftet __ .-oLd::i i st liPy . 

~ 
From now on, IJ..ftr going to oc1.ll t:lrcs;e 21 z,.Jp ;£ft; \••• eh@!ly 

«r@ t: ---~-,:i!Pp-t.:es-'icrw Ma]e@r-.. If the ghost of Smoot-Hawley rears its 

ugly head in Congress; if Congress crafts a depression-making 

bill, I' 11 fight it _-'Ir Whether it's tax./_ ~siil4&i:!:W,• ,;w trade 

:heg~iart-48n or farm legislation that comes across my desk, my 

primary consideration will ,-t:: Jae e:.hm bb;;;;: d I ac1,1 ii tJs @it b ::t;b~ 
":>! Bi? 

~i@s oi :hha i0~Rtc11L = Jrnat whether it is in the long run 

economic interest of the United States. 'Phe-t -Wi::t:=;;;15e ,our~u 

at:a:r. And any tax hike or spending bill or protectionist 

legislation that doesn't meet the test of whether it advances 
Bf o,~rosro .. 

America's prosperity will ~ d 1 • uui OrJ!)O ■ i L.f!i5tr. 

America is getting stronger, not weaker. Our 23-percent tax 
~ 

rate cuts have given us 2-1/2 years of economic expansion, a 

dramatic increase in after-tax personal income and the most 

dramatic drop in poverty in ~~=J~,:IE:. 

A=ra--~~ ~I 31, ;:;;;~~~~~;~h~:;;;~; not retreat into the 

failed policies of the past, whether they be protectionism or 

higher taxes. Let's go forward ~th A:meriea's fair share taK 

p:i:-ati, by cutting income tax rates again and building opportunity. 
t -

Ret.CJ6 NI 111-1~ 
On Monday we'll be ~hMbifa} America's working men and women. 

We've created over 7 million jobs in the last 4-1/2 years. On 

this Labor Day, ~, let's challenge ourselves to create 
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10 million more in the next 4. To do that we're going to have to 
W 1-t l u /-J-

be courageous, hopeful, hard working, and proud -- :fn~~e~s:::::thet 

pretty well sums up what it means to be an American. But there 

is one quality I left out: 'FAi.llti, faith in the loving God who 

~&--tits.s~s~ii atry aMM nhe will continue to guide us on 

the optimistic course we have set. Enjoy your Labor Day holiday. 

Until next week then, .thanks for listening and God bless 

you. 
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: SANTA-CALI-GON DAYS CELEBRATION 
INDEPENDENCE, MISSOURI 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 1985 

Governor Ashcroft, Mayor Potts and distinguished guests, 

thank you very much. It's wonderful to be in Independence. I'm 

especially pleased to be here for the 13th annual Santa-Cali-Gon 

Days celebration. 

I was born in the Midwest some time back. Not that long 

ago. There's no truth to the rumor I waved goodbye to the Donner 

Party. But the trails we remember today were still being used up 

until around the turn of the century, and when I was born, 

stories of the pioneers and what they went through were still 

close to our experience. The spirit that won the West is still, 

in my opinion, very much with us in this country -- and that's 

good; we have great challenges ahead of us, and we're going to 

need it. 

Now this is the first time I've really been out on the stump 

since I was in the hospital, and I missed it. I even miss 

hecklers. (Oh there you are. Hi, how are you?) 

I am very happy to be in Truman Country on this Labor Day. 

I want to talk about tax reform, and I wanted to be here with you 

working men and women who work hard to support yourselves and 

your families with your weekly paychecks. You're always there 

when your neighbors need help, when the community needs help. 

It's the working men and women of America who pay the taxes, foot 

the bills, and make the sacrifices that keep this country going. 
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And I'm here to talk to you about a long-overdue change in our 

tax laws -- a change aimed at benefitting you. 

Now, tax reform has its enemies, especially among the people 

who have a vested interest in the status quo -- "status quo", 

that's a Latin name for the mess our tax structure is in. Those 

vested interests just hate it when we talk about reform, and they 

loved it when they thought I was laid up and out of action. 

Well ... I'm back, and rarin' to go, up for the battle -- that 

has only just begun. In fact, when I think of all the good 

people who've pleaded with the Federal Government for years to 

clean up our tax structure, I'm reminded of a recent movie. And 

in the spirit of "Rambo", let me tell you: we're gonna win this 

time. 

I've been thinking about ways to sum up exactly how 

disgusted I am by our current tax structure. And I read a little 

story Harry Truman once told when he rejected a bit of bad 

policy. He vetoed a bill, and said, ''I intended· to veto it all 

along. In fact, I feel like the blacksmith on the Missouri 

jury." The judge asked if he was prejudiced against the 

defendant. He said, "Oh no, Judge, I think we ought to give the 

bum a fair trial first and then .string him up." 

Well, let me tell you why we ought to take our current tax 

system out and string it up. It's been tried and found unfair, 

unworkable, and unproductive. It is a system that yields great 

amounts of revenues, but even greater amounts of discontent, 

disorder and disobedience. 
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Our current tax system is anti-family: it gives a measly 

little deduction of just over a thousand dollars for each 

dependent. Our current system is an assault on personal 

improvement and effort: it taxes you at such rapidly increasinq 

rates when you work overtime that the harder you work, the 

smaller the share of your income you take home. 

Our current tax law is anti-growth: it discourages 

enterprise, and it discourages productive investment. Our 

current tax law is unfair: it clobbers people who don't have a 

team of legal advisors and accountants to look after their 

interests. It's supposed to be quote, progressive -- meaning the 

highest earners are supposed to pay a greater percentage of their 

earnings than, say, the typical middle-class family. But does it 

work out that way? 

Recently the Treasury Department completed a study on the 

taxes paid by those in the top brackets. It was not a pretty 

sight. True, nearly half paid the heavy tax, but a sizeable 

number took advantage of the so-called loopholes and tax 

shelters. 

In the year 1983 there were 260,000 persons who had incomes 

from all sources of a quarter of a million dollars a year or 

more. Almost 30,000 of them paid virtually nothing at all. 

There were 28,000 people who made a million dollars or more 

in 1983. More than 900 of them didn't pay a dime in taxes and 

3,000 of them paid less than 5 percent of their million dollar 

plus incomes. 
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Treasury added it all up. And they found that 17,000 

taxpayers whose income was anywhere from a quarter million 

dollars a year to millions of dollars a year -- paid taxes of 

less than $6,272 apiece. Now it so happens $6,272 is just about 

the tax paid by a family of four with two workers and an income 

of $45,000 a year. Now undoubtedly some of these high income 

people had legitimate los~es from bad investments, legal 

decisions in lawsuits, etc. But for a great many it was simply 

the opportunities provided in the present tax law with all its 

complexities, its shelters to hide in, loopholes to get lost in, 

the legal scams that are worked by people who don't want to pay 

their fair share. And the middle class gets stuck paying most of 

the bills. 

We all agree that the current system is bad. But we've 

never quite reformed it. Why? One reason is a good healthy 

skepticism on the part of our people. They have heard too many 

promises by too many politicians about how their lives are going 

to be made better. They have been hurt too many times by elected 

officials who promised better and delivered worse. 

Maybe another reason we haven't changed the tax structure is 

that in a democracy like ours, it's hard for us to get worked up 

and united over something unless it's truly dramatic like a 

sensational murder. Well our tax is not a sensational murder 

it's more like a daily mugging and we've learned to live with it. 

But another and maybe the biggest reason we haven't changed 

the tax structure is that change has been resisted at every 

point -- and is being resisted today -- by vested interests, 
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those who profit from the status quo. Organizations that enjoy 

special tax advantages -- special interests and various 

professionals who are doing just fine, thank you, under the 

present unfair system. 

There's a whole slew of people and lobbying groups who share 

a kind of Self Righteous Self Interest. They're well-represented 

in Washington, and they're not dumb. They never say, "We're 

against tax reform because we're in fat city." Their favorite 

word is "but." They say, "I like it, but ... we can't lose State 

and local tax deductions." They say, "I like it, but ... I don't 

like the capital gains part." Well all I can say to the 

"I-like-it-butts" is: our tax reform bill isn't for the special 

interests, it's for the general interest. 

And I'm here to declare to the special interests something 

they already know, and something they hope you won't find out: 

Our fair share tax program is a good deal for the American people 

and a big step toward economic power for people who've been 

denied power for generations. 

We have just received a report from Congress, from the House 

of Representatives, which is controlled as you know by the 

Democratic Party. The House Select Committee on Children, Youth 

and Families has called our tax reform plan the most "pro-family" 

of all the tax proposals before· Congress. They say it is fair to 

low-income working families, fair to large families, 

single-parent families and average-income families. That sounds 

like a pretty fair appraisal and it comes from the Democrat 

majority -- not my own party. 
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Under our plan middle-class earners will be helped by an 

increase in the personal exemption from the present $1,040 a year 

to a more reasonable $2,000. Take a family of four, that means 

$8,000 is untaxed because of exemptions, and another $4,000 is 

untaxed because of the standard deduction, which we are raising 

to $4,000. So in all, that family of four will find the first 

$12,000 it takes in won't be taxed at all. 

We're going to keep the itemized deductions that speak 

directly to how Americans live their lives -- the mortgage 

interest deduction on the house you live in, and a deduction on 

charitable contributions and medical expenses. But silly or 

unproductive tax shelters will be eliminated in our tax reform. 

Another reason for tax reform. Even as we clean up the 

current system, we will be lowering ~ates for the vast majority 

of Americans. Lower rates will mean more money stays with you, 

in your hands. More money for savings, more money for investment 

and economic growth. For each added dollar you earn up to 

$29,000 of taxable income you get to keep 85 cents. Above 

$29,000 and up to $70,000 you keep 75 cents out of each dollar 

and above $70,000 you keep 65 cents of every additional dollar. 

The highest percentage of tax cut goes to those who earn 

$20,000 a year or less. They get a cut of 18 percent. The next 

biggest cut goes to those who earn $20,000 to $50,000. They get 

a tax cut of 7 percent. The lowest tax cut goes to those who 

make $50,000 or more -- they get a cut of just less than 

6 percent. 
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We think this is quite an improvement over the present 

complicated 14 tax brackets. Still it retains, as you can see, 

some of the progressive feature(s) of the present system. 

But all this means an America bursting with economic 

opportunity, an America rolling out new jobs the way we used to 

roll Model T's off the assembly line. And all of that means a 

better chance for our kids ., and a first chance for those who've 

been denied economic power for much too long. 

If our fair share tax plan didn't bear within it the promise 

of more justice, more equity for every American, I would never 

support it. A few moments back I mentioned American's skepticism 

about politicians. When I did I have a hunch you said to 

yourself -- ''look who's talking." 

It's true I've been in public office for more than a dozen 

years now with roughly 3 years and 4 months to go -- the Lord 

willing. 

Since the Constitution limits a President to only two terms 

there are no more elections for me, and, therefore, no need for 

political considerations in any decision I'm called on to make. 

Like you I'll be living with everything we do in these next few 

years here in Washington. That's why I want tax reform for all 

of us. 

Will you write your Congresswoma~ or Congressman? Will you 

write your Senators? Please tell them one thing. Tell them to 

Go For It. If you do, I promise you: We're going to win this 

time. 
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Thank you, God bless you. And may I just add quickly here. 

As I said, I've been thinking a lot about Harry Truman. I 

remember when he took a step toward targeting tax reductions to 

help the poor and those in lower income groups. I'm proud to be 

talking about this good deal in the home of the father of the 

Fair Deal. I just figure we're taking another step toward 

financial independence in _Independence. I think Harry would be 

pleased. 

Thank you all. 
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Thank you very much. It's wonderful to be in Independence. 

I'm especially pleased to be here for the 13th annual 

Santa-Cali-Gan Days celebration. 

I was born in the Midwest some time back. Not that long 

ago. There's no truth to the rumor I waved goodbye to the Donner 

Party. But the trails we remember today were still being used up 

until,around the turn of the century, and when I was born~ -s--ro Rt e: s 
-t~~ of the pioneers and what they went through were still close 

to our experience. The spirit that won the West is still, in my 
~OCl) opinion, very much with us in this country -- and that's ~y, 

-E>B~~ we have great challenges ahead of us, and we're going to 

need it. 

Now this is the first time I've really been out on the stump 
~~i#'-~b~ since I was in the hospital, and I missed it. d:~-- MY 

hecklers. (Oh there you a re. Hi, how are you?) 

I am very happy to be in Truman Country on this 14lu@t9 Labor 

Day. I want to talk about tax reform, and I wanted to be here 
Ydu W-Jro with ~ working men and women cfs.€::itJP1ii ,ti'tJi-f;;;,~·~ work hard f~.d"--> 

. (0 
l~,4e~ support yourselves and your families with your weekly 

paychecks•~ you're always there when your neighbors need help, 

when the community needs help, when the library needs a 

fundraiser. It's the working men and women of America who pay 
~ 

the taxes,~ foot the bills,~ make the sacrifices that keep 

this country going. And I'm here to talk to you about a 
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long-overdue change in our tax laws -- a change .. aimed at 

benefitting you. 

Now, tax reform has its enemies, especially among the people 
♦ 

sr<4-nJ.l Qvo - Tl-fAiS A LA1lt-J NAN ti Fo r.· 
who have a vested interest in the . s~a tus qu°..J/ 'l'Ji;c42Zj~ ,. han! i,:L. , 

-;,.o~'t TH-~/'f.fSS t:)VR. TA.1 ,rf<.<JC((.)R./: l $ fN- TH~ l./~$100 / 1Nrt.:{<.rsr; JV.Sr HAit ,r 
when we talk about reform, and they loved it when k~t.=tl::b+g 

.Js~tY D/006/IT I WA '5 LA f o vP.., cxJT or-11:cr r6,v, 
v-.Jt=c...~ A-1.t(J 
Bat ... I'm back, i=ln rarin' to go,~ up for the battle --

T~t\T" 
~?:dr tJr&~e· has only just begun. In fact, when I think of all 

the good people who've pleaded with the Federal Government for 

years to clean up our tax structure, I'm reminded of a recent 

movie. And in the spirit of "Rambo", let me tell you: We're 

gonna win this time. 

NM/ I've been thinking about ways to sum up exactly how 

disgusted I am by our current tax structure. And I read a little 

story Harry Truman once told when he rejected a bit of bad 

policy. ',nQ.181,y ~e vetoed a bill, and llP said, 11 I intended to 

veto it all along. In fact, I feel like the blacksmith on the 

Missouri jury. The judge asked if he was prejudiced against the 
~ ?'-,..,,,,.,,.----- . ·---

defendant. 'Oh no, Judge,'~e said 'I think we ought to give rl-lt /3U(1. 
~Q.~ff Sf3 ~ ·,,- • ... _" · -~ ·=:.tr· 

Well, let me tell you why we ought to take our current tax 
rs l3Ef:N TRifO a/--f=OvJJD 

system out and string if u • n ai, unworkable, and 

unproductive. It is a system that yields great amounts of 

revenues, but even greater amounts of discontent, disorder and 

disobedience. 
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Our current tax system is anti-family: it gives a measly 

little deduction of just over a thousand dollars for each 

dependent. Our current system is an assault on personal 

improvement and effort: it taxes you at such rapidly increasing 

rates when you work overtime that the harder you work, the 

smaller the share of your income you take home. 

Our current tax law is anti-growth: it discourag~s 

enterprise, and it discourages productive investment. Our 

current tax law is unfair: it clobbers people who don't have 
M c, F t 0 G A t. A{) V { 'S 01~-~ '1---AC C c;u h T t#t cV r < J:r-1"~"' ~•@@· •il4L:¼a~ to look after their interests. It's supposed 

• ~ {~tft"'5 T €.~l~ifc~c; to be quote progressive -- meani.ng the v- ilij::I ::r:::Qr'l are supposed to 
, ~ f~t-j'f<. ~(<fv/NGy 

pay a greater percent~ge('"than, say, the typical middle class 

family. Does it work out that way?-- -do the r:±:cb ea1.Ly LRt Jr;1-.iu~ 

Recently the Treasury Department completed a study on the 
11t-Ose' IN Tift- ,oP 13 RfrCJ(C<T >-

taxes paid by L"kM ,-~. T~::go~_..,the :{g,§J,:t-s _~n~~::~;t:fle 

~u~. It was not a pretty sight. TRLJf: Tift /1/fJof<1'rv PNO n-<:- ~Orllt Or" nUf , • ,. J JJ A S{?fAGCt Nut1.raeR f""'00\<. A)) VA01AGt~ oFTH-f! so C,.ld.Lf'O Lccf>Hoc.~-s +TA~SHCLTfl2.$ In the year 1983 there were 260,000 persons who had incomes ~ 

from all sources of a quarter of a million dollars a year or 
• i = Q _.{;_ b • • • more. L~ tna11 hart"·=pa±d::=£0 ~r-• .;::c liil--t or mo:r=e <;t.£~ l:S J;frE¼0m1S..:=n1 

There were 28,000 people who made a million dollars or more 

in 19 8 3. More than 9 0 0 of them didn't pay a dime in taxes. -Dt:> '• . 

A"'o 'd 1 ~W..:lia-r.rk~•~~~~--~? 'J1~ro,,w~ 3,000 of them _~ pa1 ess 
, T,He.1·e. NtL(Jor,l l)O l,..C.ft r -. G,,,f . -f~uF~l~: (U{ :,tH:"i- .. Pl..V) ('t1c.J)htt5, than 5 percent Dr D % M:2.!6!11F f\ m~!-,-f.:ati~~ .... 
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Treasury added it all up. And they found that 

17,000 taxpayers whose income was anywhere from a quarter million 

~ollars a year to millions a._~~s of dollars a year -­

N=,~0"1:~t~~ paid taxes of less than $6,272 apiece. ,.(l(tvl .!J<50 

w~ff~:eo~ $6,272 h~fiiiP~S"'=e!,.he the tax paid by a 
-ti~c,.t,f4';5 . W Ire A {'J iHc .-:<·~C ._3 .'.,:;. #Jw c.:~~lY;at1E OF 

t yp 1 ca 1 f ~mi l y o f. tour t:1Mi~~ta;i1 .. k~.,:-.-~n . $ 4 5 , 0 0 0 a ye a r . . 
T!it!r PfOPlt HAi) LEGll/1'1/tT( lo SSfS t=-Rotr rJAD fN<J(;'sT t,t·Nrs) LfG/!(L D~c.i~(O#f (IV LA"-!SoiT51n-t", 

~w, all e!J this ongJil Io be sh:ashi1,~ But: ft 'ii:i net. ~1e 
/3 uf Fot~ A (;RfA-T l'[AfJ'f /r WA-S St°HPO' Tftt: QPPo~iUN,t't.S PRo v 1.0 t'O IN Tl-ft' PR.t:St-tvT"1~ ~tJ./-~ 

a,J.J.zqk.t:t>e~(-= tQ9';Sf!~e. a'he~:e ~•e shelters to hide in, loopholes to '!! n II A !::c.. r rs c. o 1'1. 1->1..tx m~-:s 1'f3:::::
11 

. · - - --- - --- -- - ---·-· .. - . ---
get lost in• Hie cii l Jitto,; = ~1.,~tf"f" legal scams that are worked 

by people who don't want to pay their fair share. And~ 1rHow 

the middle class td •t gets stuck paying most of the bills. 

We all agree that the current system is bad. But we've 

never quite reformed it. Why? One reason is (3i@Oei. '.l!i.e:re-t·s., _____ _,. 
bwj J ! 1114 ¢ 4th¢ 2ifo¢rioan t@WptAli?W@etf a good healthy skepticism.!-dll/V' Tl-¼~ 

PA~ dF o l)J~ t!),:a?lc. J~t;y H Avv /f<.:At~l} ,oa N A--N"I Pl<-oMis~s t'5'f roe l'1A.N y Pol'.:,nc.;A-t--0 
Po@p½e h@ar pelitiri ans pr't?ftl!i,s:e:::=.l::O: iiia:n:e t,}.,oia; -.:i: QR sbotter, afttl 
A e,001 How tHE JR L\VE:"5 A RE Go·,t.J~ To I3tf ftA:tJr: BE"rr~I\. ~A'P :.- . €,ei: '!,w7r Q 

t~~OO-J.i~Ls:!: f iitaly ;m@i Ui,il'tt:: l:wlll,,-.~ 

1
:~ hurli~e 

n~;-2::;.::_"As.ffi@-EJEffiiF: i. 9 n ' t an re a G @in a1?!'e . qJh c ii :i::mt u i c ;; u p h o p4 E;;: have been 
' 

hurt :dg%:~;_;lf,;,f,~g elected officials who promised better and 

delivered worse. 

_j ~AV6t'Another reason we haven't changed the tax structure is that 
L, "(:r \.vO J~ l<t:1) U f) ,-. _J 

in a . ~ff.-, 1 ~J democracy like ours it's hard for us to""runi tet>over 
50J'<l-Tf•ltiJe. VNLFS.S irJ ,RUl-1 D 1~AH4-t/~ t-it<t A ScNS/rTi~t\C. MUROtR. fJJ~LJ- ou-r TA-~ 
n,o )! t l. j =z::., ~ ~= m O ctew .t ;; t:,.& ~ :i C ~~ l:H¾$ t ~ -r And OU r 0 Ur 5 C Rt 

, ~ "'6-1 A s Ft..ts1rrio""1rc 1--\ v ~9E"tz~--;.;..._.....s.'t-'-T....a::5:.__ ___________ _ 
' v ,;-; - ~ • ~ 1 . k ~C.&.~-;-;~~ ¼RNIQttu:r.e j~• t ._~rafflatie, lihe a 1awrder - .,1 :k -s more 1. e a 

daily mugging~We've learned to live with it. 
(A-NOTttt·R '1-/1,4 '1111: .. r1-1~ I! 1 c,~..,, ,1 

But l;;-4 MgJcs~ reason we haven't changed the tax structure 

is that change has been resisted at every point -- and is being 

t-1+ o~~ 
resisted today -- by~ vested interests, bee p@af Q who profit 
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from the status quo. Organizations that enjoy special tax 

advantages -- special interests, various professionals who are 
Tift: f?({fiS~IJT UNF.lt:f 

doing just fine, thank you, un er ys em.1i@zt;Lp ilinking:=:Lhe 

m:i-£1:JJe clc:es. There's a whole slew of people and lobbying groups 

who share a kind of Self Righteous Self Interest. They're a:i!ll 

well-represented in Washington, and they're not dumb. They never, 
L 'f!'ett<. FA\tO~\f~,..,o~ iS 'aur:'__/' 

say, "We're against tax reform because we're in-rat city 11--:-Y"They 

say, "I like it 
' but ... we can't lose State and local 
~ 

deductibility." <st", "I like it, but ... I don't like the capital -w el<--. 
gains part." ~ all I can say to the "Ilikeitbutts" is: our 

tax reform bill isn't for the special interests, it's for the 

general interest. .. 
~tJ+cN4i. 

And I'm here to declare to the special interests \•&t they . 
St!> f'f ~ i-t+ IN(. 

already know, and u1N.t they hope you won't find out: Our fair 

share tax program is a good deal for the American people and a 

big step toward economic power for people who've been denied 

power for generations. 

We have ju?t received a report from Congress, from the 
(<..t f P-.t'$t:NTAnVc-l _......,_ 

House, w ich is controlled as you know by the Democratic Party. 

The House Select Committee on Children, Youth and Families has 
\: AU-. <---'l'A & 

called our tax reform plan the most "pro-family'"oVth~roposals 
sJr;{, 

before Congress. They es::wl it is fair to low-income working 

families, fair to large families, single-parent families, and 

average-income families. That sounds like a pretty fair 

appraisal ~J~_.j: C.otH:'s rf<otr T#F /)E/1 • ffAJOA/ TY -/voT li1 y ()w// P~/<_TY, 

~RNf.B.S~ 
Under our plan 1!h middle clas~twiITbe helped by rt\ 

. . . 'fij-f: P~e S£Nr# f ~ t./0 
increase in the personal exemption from J••x :,e.w, •t~•sat~~ 



<G/ie rHonorahfe fRona/J ®iison fRea;an 

fPres,Jent o/ the ([_jn,·ted dtates 

~l-(),6 
.__, (~~ 

-r<Y\_ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ -

~ ~ ..,.,.~C\/Jo() ycJu~u--To Ke:f P 8sq:.. 
A Bovr '19 doo ~ UP TO 70 O(;)<J You tCce-P 

A J J $' 
7 S </-- o uJ of- c ~ti DO(.U~ 'v A: Bov~ /a,oo~ 
You k:f:e-F 6S ¢. 0 F E Vl:A.Y r't /JPiTl(JN,+l Dot_r...A r1, 

Trtf: H-iG,/ffisJ Pt:R. C.£N r,.1 <?it:: o F-TA x c. ur ; s I iv 
THE L.owrsR. Is% TA)( 13R.AC,l{H • ) TffE f\/Qr . . 

{-l[GHrn IN_ Tlte. AI:~ eR~tf * /'rNO Tlfc 
[..._ 0 we 5'r IN TH(: Top 3 s- '?, 161<.A CJ<H ... • 

VJ 6. T(-f(J(/K ,~, I 5 <;:,ut'rc A ('J 1/Nl(JNJ VffH:-1-Jr 

DV<e R. rtff ~ R.t:5t'"NT CO/'t N k,1 <"l;O f4 iA x 
r:rn.Ac/((trs, sr,<.c.. ir RtrAl~S AS Yo(,,l~,4(',/ 

.) 

$E:-e; Sa11c o F TH~ Pr?..oc;,~1;s:sivc Fl:t'tru,<.<::. OF 
r Ht: f)Rr:s c}JT 5' Y 51~--r\ . 

• ~ -~~~F~~-
;~ ~~. 





Page 6 

"'M:-. !!'5 a year to a more reasonable $2,000. '11'€ fffe 11Take a family 

·of four, that means $8,000 is untaxed because of exemptions, and 

another $4,000 is untaxed because of the standard deduction, 

which we are raising to $4,000. So in all, that family of four 

will find the first $12,000 it takes in won't be taxed at all. 

We're going to keep the itemized deductions that speak 

directly to how Americans live their lives -- the mortgage 

interest deduction on the house you live in, and a deduction on 

charitable contributions and medical expenses. But~ silly and 
vJ j LL ~f ftfrfff.JArt'"b (N Q o R. TA)(' f<fF0 R/") • unproductive tax shelters p- from ;0«1Elmill fa£m5 Lo clt:lnchil:=ia 

~he11 a-;t ~nother reason for tax reform. Even as we clean up 

the current system we will be lowering rates for the vast 

majority of Americans. Lower rates will mean more money stays 

with you, in your hands. More money for savings, more money for 
, ~s~BsI-1 ✓ G >-.S"~li~b ~ ~ investment and economic growth¥1'i It :Mtal?S a11 -ex;pi:B:J1a;l'l.s:::c::l4 1 1?,., 

an America bursting with economic opportunity, an America rolling 

out new jobs the way we used to roll Model T's off the assembly 

line. 
op-

And ~fa .. ::GUCS all that ~). means a better chance for 

~kids, and a first chance for those who've been denied 

economic power for much. too long. 

I'--»pake bQfore of the hgs1J tby skep;t;j c;i sro of tbfil-Afflcricaetn 

people, ~nd I rQ~pec~ it, but I tQll yeu toda~: If our fair 

share tax plan didn't bear within it the promise of more justice, 

more equity for every American I would never support it. ¥g•a ARR 

view mg ao a poliLicieR and th~t•r. fiQQ witb we and all~'}l add 

• zy tha't! I' o1e :;;;;cnea th@ ttwj ai t: of AHlcri sa1c pcJ i tier. and tbelfe 
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- - • • ··--·----;---~-;----------no more campaigns 

term ident is 

afford to 

only 

ing but 

be won. 

the politic 1 

the Arneric n people. what I'm doing. 

w; J J jf'ii" u it~? Will you write your Congresswoman or 

Congressman? Will you write your Senators? Please tell them one 

thing. Tell them to Go For It. If you do, I promise you: We're • 
i;t:i/tt<a cO . h. . gu,,:1•tfici w 1 n t i s t im e . 

Thank you, God bless you. And may I just add quickly here. 

As I said, I've been thinking a lot about Harry Truman. I 

remember when he took a step toward targeting tax reductions to 

help the poor and those in lower income groups. I'm proud to~ • ,A t...Kf11/(; 
~1iak about th~ good deal in the home of the father of the Fair 

Deal. I just figure we're taking another step toward financial 
t-r A ~Ry ul•w t..lJ independence in Independence. I think luc 1~ be pleased. 

Thank you all. 


