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Deagan, ninth United
Stales president to come
from 1Irish stock, were
found yesterday to Dbe
tinged with the blue blood
of Ireland. )

Reagan's Irish connection was
confirmed earlier by genealogi-
cal experis from Debrett's and
researchers  in Dublin and
America. DBut yesterday they
uncovered even more signifi-
cant data, linking the U.S.
president-elect with Brian
Boru, one time high king of
a United JIreland.

Born, the first Irish national
hera, died at the hour of his
greatest triumph, defeating
invading Vikings at Clontarf,

nean Dublin, in 1014, a victory |

that ended the viking influence
in Ireland. :
The Reagan family, or Regan
and O'Regan- as they were
known, 1left Co. 'Tipperary.
where they had existed close to
‘the poverty line, after Ireland’s

1 crippling potato famine in the

mid-18th century. _

They wint first ¢o Londog and
later emigrated to Illinois to
start the American side of .the
story that culminated in 1last
week's Presidential election
landshde. : .

But some centuries earlier,
Debrett’s reported last night, a
branch of the family tree
extended-as far as Brian Born.
. “The Regans of Munster can
be traced to a nephew of Briap
Bor,” said a spokesman. .

“ Although that was only an
uncle of their ancestors, it does
show royal blood.” -~ -

Ropald Reagan is only the
second of the pine Irish Ameri-
can presidents to come from
Catholic stock:. the other was
John F. Kennedy,

The other US Presidents
with Irish roots were Andrew
Jackson, James Knox DPolk.
James | Buchanan, Chester
Arthur, William MNcKinlev,
John Kennedy, Richard Nixon
and Gerald Ford.
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1 canye, i N/ Parkora, Fleren e, Puth/lra, tlvig/Frencin:,

Jozn & Heound enite o on ihis murniaz's rodio shout Reagan's encesdry
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: nosfa vy vest ecen of ;r‘-lf' il ‘ e enipmat~2in VIS, T aesting =zint to
vs is (Lot wa hove oclu ‘“y Been throush Pallyporesa, 12 1749, ’.';;("{”3 we morried in
195D, Joea and | jour 22 Tire cycling ond youth hestelling cad |eleorly r2member

spading ¢ wmoraing in Cloaniel end thia taking tha s:cond'Jr)/ rood vie Pzllyporezn to
1iitchelsion.  Then on to Cork end the Lekes of Killarney.,  Yeou con see the Calize
cnd iinockinealdown mounteins (enly 3, 000" moximum elevotion - szry iicth!) ca the
alivch23 mop,  It's @ bzuuiiful remote part of Irelend end wa hod o raclly great
holiday there.  The litile villoges thera 30 yeers cgo were very reminiscznt of the Old
V. est, quite valike Englond villeazs of similar size. 2 wide, often unmcde, main
strect (and usually called Kaoin Street), T'Rcilly's Scleon Sar open to bona fide
travellers for ebout 18 hours each day (cnd os the legeal definiticn of o bena fide
irevallor was enyone whos2 home wos not less than 3 miles away the bors were olwoys
full), ('Cellechen ond Fity Petrick, rivel Turf A cccuntonts (now what ore they lra? -
ve coll them o betting shop (horse rocing) ), horsec end buzgies hitched to roils oad
so:ts cutside one-storey timber houses, the Garda (Police Stetion) end numerows priests
doing notiring in particulor and doing it very well,  In fect we refer fo these Tittle
Irich plccoz o0 "cowboy towns"” end it nezds liitle irroginotion to see in one's mind's
oy Conner (or ind2ed, Roncld Reogon!) riding into town end into trouble as

\),

"¢ have the pleasentist memories of rural frelend end | hope that your
future President will on one of his trips to Europe tcke time out to visit Ballyporeen
and Cloamel,

Michoel Giil,
35, Clebe Road,
Sheffield, S10 1FB,

Englond.

Nozvmber, 1980,

CENEALOGISTS in Amers
ice, lreland and Britain, khave
prmcd that Rorald Reapan's
Encestors came from 2 iemole
part of the Irish Republic
bziveen two mounizain ranges
on the borders of Countics
Tipjperery2nd Cork,
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1iitchelstaon. Then on to Cork ond the Lekes of Killarney.,  You cen see the Galize
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stract (and usuolly called Iain Sireet), TMcilly's Scleon Bar open to bona fide
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irav2ller was enyone whoss home wos not less than 3 miles away the bars were alweys
full), O'Celleghon ond Fity Petrick, rivel Turf A cccuntonts (now what are they Ira? -
we coll them o betting shop (horsz rocing) ), horses end buzgies hitched to reils ond
sosts cutside one-storey timber houses, the Garda (Police Stotion) end numerous priests
doing natiing in porticulor and doing it very well.  In fect we refer to these little
"cowboy towns" and it necds little imoginotion to see in one's nind's

= (or ind22d, Roncld Reogon!) riding info town ond into trouble as
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Irich pice.:

V-e have the pleasentist memories of rural Irelond and | hope that your
future Prosident will on one of his trips to Europe toke time out to visit Ballyporeen
and Cloanel, i

——— e e+

Micheel Giil,
38, Clebe Road,
Sheffield, S10 1FB,

Englcnd,
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Nozvmber, 19892,

‘u‘\lﬂ IRy
{A 3 [ p ’-,yr "g‘
GENEALOGISTS in Awmer»
ica, licland and Britain, bave
prou-d that Rorald Reagpan's
sncestors came from 2 remole
rart of the [liish Republic
4 belween two mountain ranges
on the borders of Counties
Tippciaryand Cork.
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June 9, 1981

Dear Mrs. White:

How can I thank you for what you have done in
putting together the book and then paying such

a glowing tribute to me. And how kind you were

to send copies to Jim Brady and Tim McCarthy.

Tim will be back, fully recovered, on the Security
detail in a matter of days, and Jim is doing very
well. The prognosis is virtually complete re-
covery and ability to return to his job, but it
will take longer time.

In case you don't know it, let me tell you how
very much this means to me because my father,
having been orphaned at the age of six, had

never known much or told me much about his family.
All these years 1I've had Reagans and Regans come
to me trying to establish some relationship ard

I have felt helpless. To have this history is
just more than I can find words to thank you for.
Incidentally, in your book you mentioned the

first cattle drive over Refugio Pass. I had read
of that in the book, Santa Barbara, The Grand
Ranchos and don't know whether you're aware that
the original trail went through what is now our
ranch. In fact, there is a rock on our ranch that
still bears the carved initials "J.C. January 15,

1905." I realize the cattle drive went before
t+hat bnt +this is evidence of where +ha +rail

Again, my heartfelt thanks for giving me a family
tree of which I am very proud.

Sincerely,
Mrs. Patricia Meade White

QC}\f&AQAx,(Eiﬂﬂgu““~
627 De La Vina

Santa Barbara, California 93101

RR/1s
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May 18, 1981

Dear Mr. President:

I hope you enjoy this brief account of the C'Regan
original homelands and their flight with the Wild Geese
to America after 1691. I could have written more, vnarticu-
larly on the first cattle drive to the Gold Fields over
Refugio Pass, led by an Irishman. But finances limited
me to 100 pages, If this sells well, I will revise the
second edition to include California,

The Irish govermment has been most cooverative in
supplying me with photogranhs of O'Regan country, since
the information I uncovered 12 years ago in Ireland was
unknown there. In fact, they withheld the announcement
of the "find your ancestors" plan as in the enclosed
clipping, until I wrote Mr, O'Hanlon that the book would
be back from the printers on Mav 1.

It will interest you to know that a documentary
based on the book is being considered in Ireland through
family connections of Philip Whelan (0 Faolain), an
associate, Of equal interest is that he also informs me
that Mr, Sun, an international trader from Mainland China,
who has spent six years in Chinese government service,
is interested in translating the book into Chinese for
distribution in China, The Chinese hav e great respect
for history and ancient families,

I can't resist, in closing, to say that I envy you
your beautiful Arabian, The 25 years 1 spent in Los
Angeles, I was so absorbed in the ownership of a part
Arabian TWH palomino, "Irish Gold," that I did no writing -
only research, My Virginia grandfather alwayc said that
the Whites lost their plantation raising race horses.

John White owned the first colt in America sired by the
Godolphin Arabian, I finally gave Irish Gold to the Ranch
for the Junior Blind in Malibu - or I would never get back
to writing.

Yours sincerely,

- )1

N SRR J e Ny
?.S. I have asked your staff to deliver copies to
James Brady and Timothy McCarthy. Early immigrants of
those families appear in the book,.

-
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Dear Mr. Smith: Lo T s
Flsr00 /- :;O"/

Please accept ny apology for this belated L I e W
reply. It was kind of vou to write, prior —*J‘Q/%AﬁZQS éBAC
to my Inauguration, and to send a print of Ny
the film tracing my family's ancestry in E SC JELS

Ballyporeen._ I am very pleased to have
this report which appeared as part of the
program, "Ireland®s Eye®, transmitted by
Radio Telefis Eireann. Your thoughtfulness
in providing this special remenbrance for
nmy interest and enjoyrment is particularly
appreciated.

Vith wmy gratitude for your expression of
geedwill, and with all best wishes to you
and your colleagues,

Sincerely,

Mr, lioel Snm

Head, Information Programmes
A Radio Telefis Eireann

Pembroke Place

bublin 4

Republic of Ireland

RR:AVH:MP:CMF :mas——

(Dispatch ltr thru State Dept. pouch)
\\
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
August 7, 1981

Dear Mr. Hannon:

Your letter to the President requesting his endorsement of a
project to promote Irish tourism has been referred to me for
a reply.

The President has made it a practice to avoid commercial
endorsements within the United States so that there will be
no perception of favortism or undue advantage to a particular
business venture. It would hardly be appropriate for him to
endorse a specific venture in another country.

In light of this policy there would seem to be no purpose to
be served by attempting to schedule a meeting with the
President for you and your solicitor,

Sincerely,

Fred F. Fielgjzgz‘/éz_—\\\s>

Counsel to the President

Mr. Patrick V. Hannon
Main Street

Schull, Co. Cork
Ireland
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WASHINGTON ?

January 5, 1982 ME Od £~0é

Proos
P rRo /L

Dear Mr. Sullivan:

I've only made two trips to Ireland. One was
very brief in 1948 to appear in behalf of the
gg;hgllg Actors Charity; the other in 1972 was
in behalf of the President of the United States.
It, too, was much too brief, but at least we

did get to drive across Ireland from Dublin to
Shannon. On the way, we overnighted at Drome@land

Castle and spent half a day at Cashel Rock.

As you can see, I'm in no position to comment on
vacation spots, but can say we saw enough to know
the beauty of Ireland. I very much hope I can
make a third trip and, when I do, it will include
a visit to Ballyporeen in County Tipperary. 1I've
learned that was the home of my great grandfather
who left there to come to America.

Best regards,

X

Mr. George Sullivan
330 East 33rd Street
New York, New York 10016
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

TN

January 6, 1981

Dear Mr. Sullivan:

Your letter of October 10 was misplaced

in another office before finally being
referred to me. I do deal with many requests
from the media across the country. But

when I saw that your questions about Ireland
were of a personal nature, I took your letter
directly to the President; and I thought

you would like to know that he personally
dictated this reply.:

Good luck on your article ~- when it comes
out, why don’t you send us a copy.

Sincerely,

Karna Small
Director, Media Relations
and Planning

Mr. George Sullivan
330 East 33 Street
New York, New York, 10016

1983







i MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

e
December 18, 1981 'f/ AN
) - A B
e fe
OR __HELENE VON DAMM N ;
FOR: A /
| VNS
FROM: KARNA SMALL ﬁ
SUBJECT: REQUEST FROM MAGAZINE

Sorry to bother you with trivia - but thought you might know
the answer to this question about vacation spots in Ireland.
If you could suggest how we should respond to this letter,

I would appreciate it!

Thanks so much.

ot oy vends. T Tonfes & ISard . Oma
poced soany Jonisg 2 (148 S o Ay Shey og
Xht, QoXhetnt, OueTons VhanTy; 7RL oXhin ak /572
WMM‘{M\OWQQM O, &, IX T,
ras pencda ,ﬂrﬂ&ie) 2K oK L3aud avte A Qeﬁr'c;
Qan Xhe srtnf N ovaaognSd oX D Azvmelond, QuXly
S Afuel Al o B o X Qoutll A,
CoVimaan X am. .»HNQJSQQ.A4@¢NS LraX Qg-,/t#g AL AR~
pmesges T o Ty AstawTy o Jadend, . ¥ g
MM&MM..,g&M PPNV (YN
U VRN VPN X SV W VP SOV 3 - (B o fostrann
prn Rsgeody 7W,§'HMWM
],L4.,X\ujmx =€ Ay :3»&»3: szwuk4§&E£¢J\ s g Thane,
L Baak Dy
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WASHING FON

 January 27, 1982

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Merrill:

Thank you so much for the_lovely album Qf.
pictures of Ballyporeen which Nancy Reynolds.
has brought to me from you. I'm delighted

to have it, and truly appreciate your thought-
fulness.

- As you requested, I am returning an autographed
picture for Matthew Darby, and the sheets of
stamps which Nancy and I have signed.

ana ny very best wishes for the New Year.
Sinc ly,
s R

Mr. and Mrs. Leslie Q0. Merrill
The Downs House A i

' Agzin, my heartfelt thanks for your kindness,

Glen O' The Downs A I ¢
Delgany, Co. Wicklow

Ireland.

Eﬁclosures ' . .
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Elaine:

- Nancy Clark Reynolds brought -_--

in an album of Ballyporeen which
the President is taking to the
Residence with him today. The
people involved with putting it
together asked if the President
and Mrs. Reagan would sign

the attached sheets of stamps
for them. Please ask Mrs.
Reagan to sign when she gets a
chance. '

Please return to me so I can
send out with his letter of
thanks.

Kathy Osborne




MR. AND MRs. LesLiE O. MERRILL . : -
THE DOWNS HousE
GLEN © THE D?WNS
DecLcany, Co. WickLow
. IRELAND
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DRAFT/Date . Oct. 29, 82/9 | SPECIAL msmucuc}s:
| < ——————

R/ CMF / / | <t Eaclosures:

b

(Drafter) (Rev{)}I) (Rev.II)
{

Cther:
AVH/ /

(Drafter) (Rev. I)

Dear Friends:

Thank you very much for the beautiful Irish porcelain container which

Mr. Frank Brittain sent to me on your behalﬁtlfollowing his visit to
. : AL e S

Ballyporeen. You can imagine how delighted I was to -be—remembered—o¥—

y friends from "back home & our gift certainly will be a prized memento

from my paternal ancestors' birthplace.

With my deep appreciation for your special thoughtfulness, and with

warmest best wiSheE’iﬁ—#ﬁd&#%%%ﬁﬁﬁhﬁ%géfb__

Sincerely,

RR

Staff of The Ronald Regan
Gift Shop

c/o Mr. John O'Farrell

Ballyporeen, County Tipperary

Ireland

RR/CMF /MP/AVH

cc: Mr. Frank D. Brittain (351 Pond View, Saline, Michigan 48176); to be
included with AH reply to him.
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A 29, 82|

DRAFT/Date__ .t

RR/ /
(Drafter) (Re I) (Rev.I1I)

AVH/ CMF /
(Drafter) (Rev. I)

Dgﬁr Mr, Brittain:

Ak —

-
SPECIAL INSTRUCTrdﬁ%;

Enclosures:

Other:
o

President Reagan asked me to thank you for sending him the lovely porcelain

container from the Staff of The Ronald-Regan Gift Shop in Ballyporeen. He

very much appreciates your kindness in seeing that this remembrance from his

friends in Ireland reached him safely.

It was also good of you to share your suggestion with the President. You

can be sure he is grateful for the s@lfless concern that prompted your note.

With the President's best wishes,

Sincerely,

AH

Mr. Frank D. Brittain
351 Pond View
Saline, Michigan 48176

AH/CMF /MP/AVH













THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 22, 1983

MEMORANDUM FOR DIANNA G. HOLLAND

FROM: JOHN G. ROBERTSZA
SUBJECT: Patrick V., Hannon Proposal

Mr. Hannon has written Mr. Fielding, reiterating a request
that the President endorse his proposal to erect a monument
to American Presidents of Irish ancestry, to be built in
President Reagan's ancestral village of Ballyporeen. I
returned Mr. Hannon's calls in connection with this matter
on March 18, and advised him that the President could not
endorse his project or become involved with it in any way.
Mr. Hannon, an enthusiastic supporter of the President,
accepted this conclusion and the wisdom of the policy
underlying it. I do not think any further response is
necessary.













‘ © July 27, 1983

Dear Mr. and Mrs. O'Farrell:
I was pleased to hear that Ballyporeen claims
me as "its own." '

Most Americans have an affinity with the proud,
historic land of Ireland. Those, like me, who
can claim ties of blood are cdoubly blessed.

Plcase extend greetings from me and my family

to all the residents of Ballyporeen. We're
proud to have you as part of our heritage.

A

Sincerely, |
RONALD REAGAR

’!-' . and Mrs, John O'Farrell
Ballyporeen, County Tipperary
Republic of Ireland .

RR:AVH:RDP :PAG:pps
. Approved by the State Department ‘

Call Robert DeProspero for pickup and delivery. '

e il IR A AN g s
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PRESIDING JUSTICE : CLERK/MAGISTRATE
FRANCIS G. POITRAST JOHN P. BULGER
ASSOCIATE JUSTICES CHIEF PROBATION OFFICER
RODERICKL.IRELAND NICHOLAS F. GATTO
JOHN P. CONCANNON DIRECTOR - COURT CLINIC
PAUL D. LEWIS

JOHN J. CRAVEN. JR RICHARD BARNUM, M.D.

MARK E LAWTON

June 24, 1983

John R. Simpson, Director
United States Secret Service
Suite 800
1800 G Street

- wWashington, D.C. 20223

I apologize for botbering you with this reguest. I hope that vou'll
be able to grant the same, however., The reason for my writing vou is
your closeness to President Ronald Reagan.

Last July, my father (Judge James R. Lawton) and I traveled to Ireland.
We spent two days in Ballyporeen, County Tipperary, Ireland. This obviously
is the town where the President's ancestors came from. We spent much
time with John and Mary O'Farrell. They own the Ronald Reagan Lounge.
Needless to say, they and the town are gquite proud to call the President
of the United States of America "their own". Enclosed is a newspaper
photograph from the Brockton Enterprise.

John, my father and I are going back again in August. We'd love
to be able to bring a letter or something from the President to give to
the town. A letter from our President would be exciting. Could you
help?

The address to John and Mary O'Farrell is as follows:

Mr. & Mrs. John O'Farrell
Ballyporeen, County Tipperary
Ireland

(Dear John and Mary)

No enclosutres
A




John, I thank you for any help you could give me.

Gratefully,

Mark E. LathZZ%//
ASSOCIATE JU CE

p.s. I intend to take a Batta Max film when I arrive in Ballyporeen.
I'll forward the same to you when we arrive back home. Hopefully
- the President will be able to see the film thereafter. The people
in Ballyporeen are great! Thank you.
Enclosure




July 27, 1983

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Of'Farrell:

I was pleasad to hear that Ballyporeen clainmsg
me as "its own."

Most Arericans have an affinity with the proud,
historic land of Ireland. Those, like me, who
can claim ties of blood are doubly blessed.

Plcase extend greetings from me and my family

to all the residents of Ballyporeen., Ve're
proud to have you as part of our heritage.

A

Sincerely,

RONALD REAGAN

Mr. and Mrs. John O'Farrell
Ballyporeen, County Tipperary
Republic of Ireland

RR:AVH:RDP :PAG:ppPSs
Approved by the State Department

Call Robert DeProspero for pickup and delivery. .
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PRESIDING JUSTICE
FRANCIS G. POITRAST

ASSOCIATE JUSTICES
RODERICKL.IRELAND
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TELEPHONE 725-8000
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DIRECTOR - COURT CLINIC
RICHARD BARNUM, M.D.

June 24, 1983

John R. Simpson, Director
United States Secret Service
Suite 800

1800 G Street

washington, D.C. 20223

pear Jobm:
I apologize for botbhering you with this request. I hope that you'll

be able to grant the same, however. The reason for my writing you is
your closeness to President Ronald Reagan.,

Last July, my father (Judge James R. Lawton) and I traveled to Ireland.
We spent two days in Ballyporeen, County Tipperary, Ireland. This obviously
is the town where the President's ancestors came from., We spent much
time with John and Mary O’Farrell. They own the Ronald Reagan Lounge.
Needless to say, they and the town are quite proud to call the President
of the United States of America "their own". Enclosed is a newspaper
photograph from the Brockton Enterprise.

John, my father and I are going back again in August. Wwe'd love
to be able to bring a letter or something from the President to give to
the town., A letter from our President would be exciting. Could you

help?

The address to John and Mary O'Farrell is as follows:

Mr. & Mrs. John O'Farrell
Ballyporeen, County Tipperary
Ireland

(Dear John and Mary)

Nno enclosures

g



John, I thank you for any help you could give me.

Gratefully,

l{‘
Mark E. Lawtgsz//
ASSOCIATE JU CE

p.s. I intend to take a Batta Max film when I arrive in Ballyporeen.
I'1ll forward the same to you when we arrive back home. Hopefully
the President will be able to see the film thereafter. The people

in Ballyporeen are great! Thank you.

Enclosure






