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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

TO: Bill Sittrnann 

FROM: KATHY OSBORNE 
Personal Secretary 

to the President 

DATE: 2-17-84 

I thought this mi ght i nterest 

you. 
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, ~"'!IE r 0ots of J'\ 0;1 ild 
.i. l": l'.ag2 n, ni;·,t b Ln it c d 
S ta tes pres idrnt to come 
from Irish stock, were 
found yesterday to be 
tinged with the blue blood 
of Ireland. 

Reagan's Irish connection was I' 
ronfirmed earlier by gcnealog_i- l 
cal <' Xperts from Debrett':; and 
rcsearcheris in Dubiin and 
Ame rica. nut ye;terday they I 0 , 

uncovered even more signifi- ,~ 
Lant . data, linkio& the {!.S. ~r 
president-elect w 1th Brian • 
Boru, one time high k.ing of 

r 
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If a United Ireland. 

Boru, the first Irish nation al 
hero, died at the hour of bis I t0 : 

greatest triumph, defeating P~ 

invading Vikings at Clontarf, 
nean Dublin, in l 014, a victory 

u.., 
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-~ · that ended the viking inDuence D 

in Ireland. I\ 
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The Reagan family. or Regan 
and O'Regan· as they were 
known; left Co. ' Tip perary. j / 
" ·here they nad existed close to b . 

-the poverty line, after Ireland's 
ctippJ:ing iP<)tato famine in tpe 
mid-19th -cenrury. . 

They •w!',ot fu-s-t 4.o Londo11 and 
later emigrate<! to Illinois to 
start the American side of .the 
story t hat · culm in ated in last 
week's Presidential E>Jection 
landslide. 

t: I But some centuries earlier, 
e Debrett's reported- last night, a I: 

branch of the family tree ~ 
extended · as far as Brian Bocu. i 0 

ll· . "The Regans of Munster oan 
he trace<i to a ne~bew of Brian 
Boru," said a spokesman. • 

~ Although that was_ <inly· an 
uncle of their ancestors; it does 
show royal _blood." -· . - - . 
• Ronald Reagan is only the 
second of the •nine Irish Ameri­
cai;i presidents to come from 
Ca t_holic s.tock: . the other was 
John F. J.:ennedy. 

r The o ther US Presidents 
~ j with Irish roots were Andrew 
s Jachon, James Knox Polk. 

Ja mes . B11rh ana n, Chest r.r 
Arthur. W i I Ii a m McKinlev. 

• I John Kc-nnedy, Richard Kixon 
- an d Gera ld Ford. g 
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. 38, GI ebe Road, f\ 
SHEFFIELD, Sl O l FB_~ 0 / \ cJ-
England. _ \ 

Ronald Reagan, Esq. 
Ex-Governor of California and -
President-Elect of the USA, 
State Government Buildings; 
Sacramento, 
California, CA 95814; 
U.S.A. 

Dear Mr. Reagan, 

' ~· 

11th _November, 1980. 

Congratulations on your great victory; all of us here wish you and 
your nation a prosperous and happy term of office. 

I am enclosing a copy of some notes which I have sent to my kin in· 
Colorado Springs, Portland (Oregon), Warrenton (Oregon), Santa Cruz and Monterey. 
Their forebears who were blood relatives of my maternal grandmother emigrated to 
Oregon in 1886. My family and I visited all · the places mentioned above last year 
and we came back with a great love for the USA and its people. 

' 
The main purpose of this present letter is to ask you to consider 

visiting Ballyporeen dur! ng your term of office. You' II like fhat beau.tHul part of a 
beautiful country. 

P. S. To your staff. I know Mr. Reagan is a b·usy man 
but I do hope he will have time to read this personal letter. 

Yours sincerely, 

IJ11'JJ7 
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L~ i"s 1:, c-' l v,-e hove ocl 1.1 ·dly b,:-;~n tl,rol 1Jh ?-·ill1p,,i(-;'.";"t , h \y .-~9 , l •·:- :"c-:-".:! we m0r.ied in 
195.), Jcx::1 011d l fo&Ji .. d i: irc cyclir,s c.nd. youth lic::t cl liri:; e:,.; I cl:-:.•rl)' r:! :~,c.;-il:n ... --r 

•• • • ,- I I _J ~h I • ' d . • - .., 11 • I sp-.:i101,1: c '. fi v rn1;·,9 in ·--- o:1m~ cn:.i , :on to-:in3 ln-:! ~::corir ·xy r-:.,ou .'IC' ,-e: )'/Y.Jrc;;~t o 

/,':ifch,::1,-1.:> · ,n. th(::n on to Cork end the Lokes of ~~illcm~y. Yo:.J ccn Sh:! the G,:;lte::e 

d I/ • • I • 1 • ( I 3 r,f"\QI • J • l/o I 1) 11 en ,,n:.;~J.lnl:o ~:::iwn :.10:.;n.crns en y , ,.J,.; rr.ox1mum e l:: v'Otto;, - ~c.i;-ry 1, 1-:t 1. c., ,n[; 
oli:..•ch-~.:i r1:02. It's a bsCJi..'liful r c:, r,ote p-:lrt of lrdcnd end w~ hod CJ r ;c ll)' urc(Jt 

holi(io; i11(--re. The lit:le villo2cs lh2r.:! 30 years ego were very rcmin i ~c -:.n: of t:1e Old 
\, • I "k - I ' 'I I ,. • 'I • A • ' r d • ,e~t, r;:.;1t e u,, 1 e c:nJ or,o v1 CJ ?:S or ~1m1 or s1;:e. f-' .w1ae, o,ten unrnc e, ma in 

stre13t (and usually called /:•oin Stred), o•r~..:i!ly's Sc!000 ~or opc:n to bona fide 
lrov~lkrs [or cSout 18 hou;-s each day (c,ild as the le2GI d::finiticn of o bona fide 
rrcv .'c ll<:r wm cnronc \'hos•.: hor.ie: \':ci:: not les: then 3 miks cwoy the bcrs were olwcys 

f:.Jll), (:'Collc~_j!1on ond Fity Pctric!.c , rive! Turf l'ccc:.;ntont: (now what ore they Ira? 

" .'l' cell th~m c bcttin~ shop (l:orse rccin3) ), horse!:, c;,d bu:;gie~ hitched to roils and 
?O:ts c: . .' tsise one-storey tirr;:Jer ho•Js~:, the Gordo {Police St~ tion) end nu:nerou:; priests 
tlohs; nJt: :i:-,J in porticubr ond c!':JinJ it Vf::,y well. In foct w2 r~fer to these little 
I • L I II • II J • d 1 •. I • • • I • I • d' r1 :~1 .:,1c-c: ,·: -:~ cow::,oy to·-.,.-ns anu 1t ne ::: s nt e irr1031notio'.l o see 1n ones min s 

-:.1e •_;, :·; C0:,;:-~ (er in c-?2~, Ro:icld R;;ogon!) riding into tow n end into trou~le as 
s: • ·. r if [ c~ ~."<.: ~ :.JI c. 

\'- e hav~ the pleoscnHst memories of ruial lrP.lcnd o:-id I hope that your 
fuhr.e Pr ,:.:s idcnt ,.._, ;I( on ooe of his trips to Europe tal<e time out to visit Bollyporeen 
,.ind Cl o., •;1~1. 

ill:;~ .:.~;.:.:::_':.'.---.;_:-:•,\;ij·• •• 
i:.:1n-l\ r• 1 •r:- :::G •' 1, n . 
L_rJ ~.1-:J:fY _,e.':f G~~'.i 

... --..--.....- .. __ ,. .. _ _ ---=::.,~~~ 

CE!-..'EALOGJSTS in Amer_; 
i ;-z , Jrr!~ nd 2nd Britain, h;n·c 
p ,o ,cd 1,121 F: or.2 /d F:c.2t.an's 
Er. :cstors c2mc f wm 2 1cmo1c 
part of lhc Trish F:cpu hlic 
b:11occn /1;0 mounr2in 12nics 
on the bordus of Countics 
Ti;-; •: 1zry2 nd Cor l. 

tAichoel Gill, 
3S, Glebe Road, 
Sheffield, S10 lFB, 
England. 

No~vm:,er, 198Q. 



: .... .,.- '. 1, 
"' I . , ,i 

,-, ' 
~'.C'· ,, 't 

<~ .. ;- . 

:'":[@~ii'.twlt ; 
' ' 

., 

., 
··;.,_ ~-;',' 

.j • ~ ·.' i·, 
r i ·, . J;\:1 :{} ! 

,, 

' ·'1- :,-.:. 
I 

I • /,\\¼'.::: :>:, ... .. 

A . ,·. 
)INNL. .; . \ .'• 

I 

;. . ' ~ 

" , 

t; 

i>·. 

•· 

. r. 
Ji~ 
:.)~· 

·• ' ' ' • ! ' 

,.-· . 
',',', 
\L·; 
. :~' 

~ )\~ 

fn<>n Pl';\. ! :,. • r . ' • . • . , ., 
,t ~ ~ • • ~ f '-... \_ • •: : • I•~ ,. • I • • / ;~ \, • • . -, . 1 , , 

;. ,_,. •• ,, • :t .. , .. ~..,-----....., • • . •. : . . • • - ~ •. • , • . ··,rt~i~~ :·• 

r1ii§n illii,geircJres,·-umror 
,, 

1 
, • ' ' • ' ,', '1 i;,_ (' ' t' • ' I I ' •' •~.' t' r By Judy Stoeven :- • ;:.~q. ,. :;', .. ,. , Reagan - one . of 40 •million Reagan' and 'marti~~! a Tipper-

(: Sp~cial for USA TODAY · '. -'1\ ~rneri~ns , with roots in Ire- ary girl, .Catherine Mulcahy, 
• :~, i ' i. ••· :·/: • . • 1and 1..:i!•"'wQ\ll9 ) {i/,it the blrt~- before emigrating iq ~858. 
I. · • , : BALLYPOREEN, Ireland - . place of his ancesto~ when he Ballyporeen ttas been get­
/ : ' Ask :almost anyone in this comes to Ireland in earlyJune . ting ready for several years to 
j. : ,: .;. ,co~nty , 1:ipper~ry villag~ of ;'. e~ r?ute to an economic sum- ' giv~. a. ~ero's wetc_ome to its fa-

• { • ; • 13.QO_iQ)Jabitants If the pre,s1rent . . mtt m London. •. vonte son,'.,Jhe first step was 
, '·./.~t th~ United States will be vi~•.,,; ..... . .'.'_Natur~lly I _ feel· very take_n in eatly ·J98l when 

i

. • .. ·;'(1hng~so011 and the answer IS1~ pro'ild,':,~ satd bar owner John , O'Farrell's named hls,bar after 
It ii'.l ''yes,\>f. •co'urseJ :: I ,·, " i . L' :· './· O'farr~u:1-'1''.I'm quit~. swe., rri ,;; ,tn~ president. Now, nearly ev­

: i\ 1-i_~: ,;~/ ,We11r m.~k,~ ,i11day· ~[ tti . M,11 g~eat~grc;1n~father, ·- i;~~re.~ . ( ery house here h_as fresh paint. 
::',~ _ -fnight :ot. IJ.,,We'll !'U~t .tqe ~.,.;.Ptnt (of b~~r) wlW ;h,s ., grfa~-;:,; A park was dedicated to Rea-

. ..\·. ;' • next : year . or : it;" ', ~iA-. ·. . d~y ·.,:• ,grandfather:; ' t ,'· :. -~ ,,. ~ ,11
,\ :, \ ·.l gan last ye~r. • . 

,. 1 ,, :'·. SlattefY,· ~Ione '.,ir:i-.we. t ·b~Jij)fr,\,., . Reagan's gr~~F~r*.nqfc;1t~!r., '/,. , O'Farrell and his wife, Mary, 
. i ;;.> . . \•~ea~,f~ounge,' ,~I'.'1·:n. rj;hi;;:::.~•rMl£Me1 .,Re,t~an, , rnove~, {,rori,) . .:; have received three letters 

?,\•. 'J°· f ,'.,S. la.t.tery. :had;· J\l~t .. _J~f~, tll~. q,~J.re_ )_ ii.n~ .. Jo E; __ n_ gl. ?Pd. j.n th~_.El~ .. r. i}/~-from Reagan. The !~test, dated 
~.i\ ·J.,~~.~ t :~es_d,ay 'Jh~.f '.gf~W~'W:t{1J8A~1&~~~Jl~~~~~~~4?~~f;:~A t,, ,fuly •. 27, _1983, said he was 
\r.=tit, .) •,;,,;~,i•'it: ·/··~ ,t ,, , 1,,.,,, ~~ .~'1

1~1 ~·r-~·;• r : rr: ·t. 'f~' 1,_\~ f -i ;-<,\fN~i1 ,~\J!'~ 11•}t_\ -(, _,£ \-~~r · •, 1. _ • .,., •• 

• '.~ f ~,i f:i,'t,'1 ·.ii'-\-:-~-h-1· 'J~·n '"' •~\ •:~,~-~i\A~l!J~~,jf~~t;il-:.;~li•f1.·\JJi(1_·)'_'/ :·-'.lt~~- .. .,~_ :: 
.:.-•l,1~ : .,•.! . ~:,&-,{O O I 'S ·'\:\:!;.ll?.\t': J,1t'.\i'ifj'q;,it~1!7~\ /f;t / ·:,:;,f• I , ,;!;••~;:t'..'1'.'!' w,. 

. _ , ~-\ 'iH~ , ; , I 1 , {],-.1\ .-.l:i"- '~ ~,r-,. ') .... ·,~ }""' ... \,.,.-t.' - .. ;-: ... ,:. " :, 1 ' • 1 
I, \;_ , ·• f ' , ' - .·,-• f ~~ J.,,.f, t ~•_,....__. \.~ \,'.\J/l;r"'.!.\,1' • 10 

r, 

;:~-~ \.-,> ~h - .'; :;•.:,,j .. ,':.· ?lt _ .. - .t· -:7,: )·1,';}ii./ .!~-•tr ~ • ,_L· 
·. · ·~--•·l , 11;,-, 1 } " ;', •

1
,, '1 i:r,•·1_-,

1
' · 1,,, :f; f ' .. \t·· -.~' .-. ~ :,~no·~:+··: ,·;:_.::: · · 

·:. ; ;· ) i;, ~· • " ' ,.;, . ~~ < ;; 
~-/~ . .'~t ~· , 4 .:1 ,, 
, • t ~ \ 

• 

j;J'5)J 
\ I~ .. ,\ • 1~;\ '".{f~,w-i' 1 

-: !.t~r~~;:~J~:~;i 
) \if' -°S~ n~~t/I/l:~ 

};~tt(J!: 
' ,!I 

j:[1\f:\ 
t·' ... ··, 

.?• -::::. 
t ' ., • 

. ;!t-A:/ 

~ '. 
' : I, 

If .... 
~--.\ . ✓ 

-.. - -- iPt - : ·, ·- ·• , ,, ...... ._..,,· °''..,,,,.,,-r -
, •• ..-,,· ~ . :.tJ,r, _ o'' ~ • n_ ., ... -~~~-,::;-,,: .. ·. . -------------
~eag~n ~-y .. 

pleased to hear Ballyporeeri 
claimed him as "its own." 

Speculation about a presi­
dential visit increased after vis­
its here by Health and Human 
Services Secretary Margaret 
Heckler and Reagan's son, 
Ron, who came last year re­
searching his family tree. , 
. Not everyone, though, thinks • 
the trip is a great idea. Said the 
town's leading senior citizen, 
John Bagley, 88, looking up . , • 
from his work table where he ' 
makes horse harnes·ses: "I 
think he has his hands full over 
~here he is," Bagley said. 
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· · . . ·. ·lis· • A_y,3f~:f:. '.h1J t. t 
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Dear W-ir. Glib -:;.- • r, 

, y 

It was kin_d of you to shore your thoughts with me, and 
I wc.nt yov to know how much I appreciate your comments 
end the $pirit of friendship which prompted you to write. 
In the many letters I receive each day, lt is especially 
heartening to find such warm expressions of goodwill 
from friends in other countries. 

With heartfelt tho 

x 
Mr. MJchaet GIii 
38, Glebe Rood, 
Sheffield, SJO 1FB, ·, 
England 

I - • 

.. 
Sincerely, 

•-,, rt•~~• IJ1 ;-J:°f.\~'·ll\i 
, ~~u~lilY hD1~f-trg 
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A~ter typing letters\o ~ sent to (I) C~~; :orrai ~ N~c{/·-
•• · (2) Anne Higgins 
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'rRUE BLUE 
~ " " l:Q If{ 1 ~)~ t ~:51 

J~l~/tG_A r~T 

, ~1!JE ro ots of I'. 0 ·H lrl 
_i_ I'. ca g2 n, ni;il b l ilited 

StJtes pres idC'n t lo co me 
from Irish stock, were 
found yesterday to be 
tinged with the blue blood 
of Ireland. 

Reagan's Irish connection was ; 
ronfirmed earlier by genealogi- J 

cal experts from Debre1:t's and ~ 
rcsearcher.s in Dublin an d t. 
America. But yesterday they 0

1 uncovered even more signifi. " 
Ld nt data, linking the U.S. ~r 
president-elect with Brian o , 

Boru, one t ime high king of ~: 
a United Irelan d. :.:,, 

Boru, the first Irish national i 
hero, died at the hou.r of his ~0 . 

greatest tri umph, defeating prl 
invading Vikin gs at Clontarf, f .

1 near, Dublin, in 1014, a victory --~ 
that ended the viking innu ence ~ 
in Ireland. u 

L 
b 
F 1 

The Reagan family. or Regan 
and O'Regan · as they were 
known, left Co. ' Tippe,ary. l' 
where they had existed dose to b 

the poverty line, after Ireland's 
ctippJ,ing iJ)Otato famine in t):te 
mid-19th century. . 

They 'Wllnt fu-s-t d.o uindo11 and 
later emigrated to Illinois to 
start the Arneri03n side of .the 
story that · culminated in last 
week's Presidential eJection 
landslide. 

t: I But some centuries earlier, 11 
e Debrett's repon ed last night, a : 

branch of th e family tree J 

extended as far as Brian Bo.u. ~ 
_ "The Regans of Munster oan 

be traced to a nep.bew of Brian 
Boru," said a spokesman. • 

,, 
t> 
F 
B 
A 

"Although that was only an ~ 
n uncle of their ancestors, it does s-i

1 n show royal _blood." - . ;:~1 

i- Ronald Reagan is only the ~ 
" second of the ·nine Irish Ameri- "°' 
:l. can presidents to come from ~ 
., Ca-tholic stock: . the other was Nm 
1 Jolin F. Kennedy. ~0

"" 

r The o ther US Presidents < 
e I with Irish r oots were Andrew ~~t 
s Jackson, James Knox Polk. ~r~ 

James . B11rhana n, Chest~r T~r 
Arthu r. W i 11 i am l\fcKinle,•. c 

.

1 

John Kennedy, Richard Kixcin ~ 
; and Ge rald Ford. b> 
~ = Rea;;a n "not aggrrs~ive "-P5 ' ~ 

I 
I 

A· 
r. lifornia and 
[he USA, 
Buildings, 
I 

:J 4, 

ongratu/ations ~ 
rous and happy t 

1m enclosing o t 
rt/and (Oregon), 
~ere blood relot, 
r Fam; ly and I vi 
f h? great love 

I 
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Ronald Reagan, Esq. 
Ex-Governor of California and 
President-Elect of the USA, 
State Government Buildings, 
Sacramento, 
Ca Ii fern i a, CA 9 5814, 
U.S.A. 

Dear /Vu-. Reagan~ 

~ :- " [ 
I.. J I :: i , I i'l • ,..., 

38, Glebe Road, 
SHEFFIELD, Sl O l FB. 
England. 

11th November, 1980. 

Congratulations on your great victory; all of us here wish you and 
your nation a prosperous and happy term of office. 

I am enclosing a copy of some notes which I have sent to my kin in 
Colorado Springs, Portland (Oregon), Warrenton (Oregon), Santa Cruz and Monterey. 
Their forebears who were blood relatives of my maternal grandmother emigrated to 
Oregon in 1886. My family and I visited all the places mentioned above last year 
and we came back with .!J great love for the USA and its people. 

' 
The main purpose of this present letter is to ask you to consider 

visiting Ballyporeen durl ng your term of office. You' II like that beautiful part of a 
beautiful country. 

P.S. To your staff. I know /Vu-. Reagan is a busy man 
but I do hope he will have time to read this personal letter. 

Yours sincerely, 

m,·JJ? 

?) d--
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~ is 1: ., .. 1 \'✓ c hove oc! •n lly b.:·;--- n tLrot.•-Jh ?-·i ll ypc-,, ,:,,-~ . h l Y:'.-9 , L, r,-r-= we mor.i ed in 
195.), Jo1.::1 ori d l to•ir .d ~ir i! cycli r,s c.nd. youth lic; tc lli n~ e:,c I ck:irly r !:,·,c.-,her 
sp-~,1dio1~'., :norni..g in C lon r.,~I on d th ~n tof: in~ tn-! s :.cc'ld·x)' r :.,ou ., iC' :-::- I lyp--.JrF..~~1 to 
1:, i1ch ,:J :- I.:>• ,n. Th en on to C ork ond the Lo~es of ~~ill c rn ey. Yo:., c;cn sec the G ci lle:: e 
en d ::n :.;s'-: in 1.:::. l :1:)wn i11oun'.c ins (on ly 3, 000 1 maximum el uo tio,, - ! c.i.ry l~i s: th!) 0:1 :he; 
al bch~.:l 11 1C1 ? • It 's a b :.:~ ._•:iful r crr,ot e p-:1rt of ln~lond ar:d I//:.! hod a r 1c !ly urc.~ t 
hol i (io; tl, t..--r e . The lit:le villu~ cs th 2r~ 30 years ego were very r cmini :-. c cn t of th e O ld 
\'. ct, r; uite unlike Englond v ii loJ c>S of d mil or size . P wide , often un made, main 
stred (and usua lly ca ll ed /:•.o in Stra t"t) , c •r: -: illy's Scl000 Bar cpen to bona fide 
l rov-! l l.::.rs [or oSout 18 hours ea ch day (end as the k?c l d::: fi:iiti c n of o booa fide 
1rcw .=dkr wn5 c:iyone \'hos-~ home- ,•:0:; not !es:; then 3 mi ks awoy the bcrs were always 
full) , ( 1'Ccllcshon ond ~= ity Po lr i c'< , ri ve! Turf f c cc: . .nto;1t:: (now what ore they Ira? -
w e· cc-II th ~m o belting shop (l:orse rocin3) ), horses end bu:;g ie: hitch ed to ro ils ond 
;:>octs CL•ts i de one -stor e y t irr.Ser hotJs~s, the Gordo (Police Station) and nurnerov:; pri ests 
Joh s; n·:; t::i :-,3 in particular ond c-:J in3 it V f:,y well. In foct W = r ~fer to these little 
lrh~ ;, ice.:; "..l~ "cowboy tO\\'ns" and it ne~ds li tt le i rno3 inotioc1 to see in one's mind' s 
eye ·.:. ·:·; C0:, ;) -::-i (er ind·?c-d, R0!1dd R-!ogon! ) riding into town ond into trou0le as 

I • • r ' •• 
S1i •.( li1 C-i" ,.'<. :~ .J I C . 

\'- e hav0 the pl ~oscntist memories of rural kP.lond o:.d I hope that your 
futur e Pr -:., sicient will on one of his tr ips to Europe take time out to visit Bollyporeen 
und Ck,., •;1~! . 

rI;ItJ·rr~ ~t~:a l~f\~ 
[£-,.r). L~ii./-'.:l.Ei! 
C£,",'£A LOGIS TS in A cn e,_; 
i.-a, lrc /.n d 2nd Brira in , have 
p ,o, ed that Ronald Rui;an 's 
enccslors cam e f, om;,. 1emo1e 
part of lhc Irish Republic 
brl.,.c cn 114 0 mounlain ,anj cS 
on the bo,dcrs of Couni ics 
T i;y;,uu y 2nd Corl . 

Michael Gill, 
3S, Gl ebe Rood, 
ShefUeld, S10 lFB, 
En gl an d. 

No~v:11:::ief", 1980 . 
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June 9, 1981 

Dear Mrs. White: 

cc·.TD 

&D,I 

How can I thank you for what you have done in 
putting together the book and then paying such 
a glowing tribute to me. And how kind you were 
to send copies to Jim Brady and Tim McCarthy. 
Tim will be back, fully recovered, on the Security 
detail in a matter of days, and Jim is doing very 
well . The prognosis is virtually complete re­
covery and ability to return to his job, but it 
will take longer time. 

In case you don't know it, let me tell you how 
very much this means to me because my father, 
having been orphaned at the age of six, had 
never known much or told me much about his family . 
All these years I've had Reagans and Regans come 
to me trying to establish some relationship a r.d 
I have felt helpless. To have this history ~-s 
just more than I can find words to thank yo~ for. 
Incidentally, in your book you mentioned the 
first cattle drive over Refugio Pass. I had read 
of that in the book, Santa Barbara, The Grand 
Ranchos and don't know whether you' re a\<:are that 
the original trail went through what is now our 
ranch. In fact , there is a rock on our ranch that 
still bears the carved initi als "J.C. January 15 , 
1905." I realize the cattle drive went before 
that but this is evidence of where the trail 
crossed our property. On a trip to Ireland some 
years ago, I stood on Cashel Rock and went through 
the ruins at the old castle there. To think that 
I now know I was at the scene of some of my own 
family's history. 

Again, my heartfelt thanks for giving me a family 
tree of which I am very proud . 

Mrs. Patricia Meade White 
627 De La Vina 

Sincerely , n _ 
~~lk'~ 

Santa Barbara, California 93101 

RR/ ls 
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May 18, 1981 

Dear Mr. President: 

I hope you enjoy this brief account of the O'Regan 
original homelands and their fli ght with the Wild Geese 
to America after 1691. I could have written more, particu­
larly on the first cattle drive to the Gold Fields over 
Refugio Pass, led by an Irishman. But finances limited 
me to 100 pages. If this sells well, I will revise the 
second edition to include California. 

The Irish government has been most cooperative in 
supplying me with photographs of O'Regan country, since 
the information I uncovered 12 years a go in Ireland was 
unknown there. In fact, they withheld the announcement 
of the "find your ancestors" plan as in the enclosed 
clipping, until I wrote Mr. O'Hanlon that the book would 
be back from the printers on Ma-vi. 

It ·will interest you to know that a documentary 
based on the book is being considered in Ireland through 
family connections of Philip Whelan (0 Faolain), an 
associate. Of equal interest is that he also informs me 
that J\'lr. Sun, an international trader from Mainland China, 
·who has spent six years in Chinese government service, 
is interested in translating the book into Chinese for 
distribution in China. The Chinese have great respect 
for history and ancient families. 

I can't resist, in closing, to say that I envy you 
your beautiful Arabian. The 25 years I s pent in Los 
Angeles, I was so absorbed in the ownership of a part 
Arabian TWH palomino, "Irish Gold," that I did no writing -
only research. My Virginia grandfather alwayc sai-:d that 
the Whites lost their plantation raising race horses. 
John White , owned the first colt in America sired by the 
Godolphin Arabian. I finally gave Irish Gold to the Ranch 
for the Junior Blind in Malibu - or I would never get back 
to writing. 

Yours sincerely, 

.• )': i--1 ·-;:,-
/' i -·\ .. (,,.....C _..__..-e .__., /L C ( . '----:"

0

'-.f / I, • •• , .. _ 

? .S. I have asked your staff to deliver copies to 
James Brady and Timothy McCarthy. Early immigrants of 
those families appear in the book. 



June 12, 1981 

~'fl.-
Dear Mr . Smith: 

Please accept my apology for this belated 
reply . It was kind of you to w~i.te-# prior 
to my Inauguration, and to send a print_o~ 
the film tracir~_12y__f.ami.1Y- •s a nc.e.s..try__in 
_?.~llYEQre_?!h_ I am very pleased to have 
this report which appeared as part of the 
program, 0 Ireland 's Eyen , transmitted by 
Radio Telefis Eireann. Your thoughtfulness 
in providing this special remembrance for 
wy interest and enjoyz!!ent is particularly 
appreciated. 

With my gratitude for your expression of 
goodwill, and with all best wishes to you 
and your colleagues , 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Mr . Hoe l Smffth 
He ad , Inforn1ation Programmes 

A__ Radio Telef is Eireann 
Pembroke Place 
Dublin 4 
Republic of Ireland 

RR:AVH:MP:CMF:ms--

(Dispatch ltr thru State Dept. pouch) 
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.. H;:idio Tcl el1s Eireann 

Plas Pembroc. Bail e: _t, '.ha Cl1ath ~, E11 c t8 ;e1on 01-G8 Sb L8 

Pembroke Place, Dublin 4, Ireland telephone 01-68 58 88 

16th January 1981 

Mr . Ronal d Regan 
President of the United states of America 
White House 
WASHINGTON D. C. 
U. S .A. 

Dear Mr . President; 

I am pleased t o enclose herewith a 16mm Sep . Mag print of an item 
recently transmitted by Radio Telefis Eireann , Ireland ' s National 
Radio and Television Network . The film report , which appeared in a 

• daily current affairs magazine programme "Ireland ' s Eye", traced 
the Regan ancestry in Ballyporeen, Co . Tipperary and has generated 
considerable interest among our audience . 

BBC Television subsequently carried the report a nd we understand 
from our colleagues in the corporation that it was well received in 
the United Kingdom . We hope that you will be able to find the time 
to view i t and will find it of interest. 

If we can be of assistance to your Press Office in the future we 
hope they will no t hesitate to call on us . 

Might I take this opportunity to wish you and your fami l y every 
success in the coming years . 

Kindest regards . 

Yours faithful l y , 

NOEL SMYTH 
Head Programmes 
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Dear Mr . Hannon: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 7, 1981 

,t; • 'I 

Your letter to the President requesting his endorsement of a 
project to promote trish tourism has been referre d to me for 
a reply. 

The President has made it a practice to avoid commercial 
endorsements within the United States so that there will be 
no perception of favortism or undue advantag e to a particular 
business venture. It would hardly be appropriate for him to 
endorse a specific venture in another country. 

In light of this policy there would seem to be no purpose to 
be served by attempting to schedule a meeting with the 
President for you and your solicitor. 

Mr. Patrick V. Hannon 
Main Street 
Schull, Co. Cork 
Ireland 

Sincerely, 

~ ~' J ~ 
Fred F. Fiellin~ 
Counsel to the President 
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Patricl{ V. Hannon 
Andioncer · gstateAgent • Land Agent • Valuer 

Mait1 St., Scl1ull, Co. Corl{ 
Tel.028~28103 

July 29th, 1981 

President Ronald Reagan 

The White House 

Washington, D.C. 

035375 

Dear Mr . President, 

I enclose for your personal perusal copies of (1) an Irish newspaper 

cutting,and (2) a letter which has been circulated to all nationa l 

newspapers in the United States of /.merica . 

You will see from the enclosed data just what we are trying to promote. 

Needless to say,Southern Ireland is going through one of the mos t 

disastrous tourism seasons in history. We,and I speak for 99% of the 

Irish population,welcome all nationalities to holiday in our country. 

The tourists are made up of Dutch,German,Swiss,French,English and 

American . 

The last two are the mos t important . The Americans for obvious reasons 

and the English because they are one of the best spenders in Europe (just 

like the Irish)! 

Would you kindly consider,just for 5 minutes meeting Mr . Patrick McCarthy, 

,, 



; 

my lawyer, and myself at your earliest convenience . 

I know,Mr. President,that you are always exceptionally busy,but if you 

were seen to agree with the idea of the building of a monument in 

Ballyporeen,to the nine American Presidents with Irish ancestry, then it 

would ensure its complete success. 

Yours veryzly, 

~Hannon 



.. 
-Cahir House Garages 

Ltd. 

Ford Tractor Dealers 
for South Tipperary 

Phone: Cahir 316/ 317 Telephone : (052) 22211 a 

Ballyporeen, ancestral home 
of Ronald Reagan, has been 
earrn~rked for an elaborate 
monument to highlight the Irish 
connections with nine 
Presidents of the United States. 

This novel idea belongs to a 
West Cork business man, 
P11trick Hannon, who together 
with Patrick McCarthy, a 
Skibercen based solicitor, has 
set up a company to erect the 
monument to boost our flagging 
tourist trade. 

Mr. Hannon predicted that the 
amou nt of American tourists 
would increase when the project 
was completed. He added that the 
numbers are falling every year, in 
1979 we had 250,000 visitors from 
the USA and in 1980 it fell 
dramatically to 226,000. 

The company at the moment has 
at its disposal one acre of land to 
sell to Americans who wish to 
become landowners in Tipperary. 
The spot is situated at 
Gleanacunna overlooking the 
village of Ballyporeen. The idea is 
to sell square foot plots of land to 
Americans for· 25 dollars apiece. 
This it is hoped will raise enough 
money to erect the memorial. 

LEGAL CONTRACT 

VOL. XC 

A legal contract of purchase will 
be given to the people that invest in 
the land, and they will also be· given 
a specially designed colour chart of 
the Regan family tree which was 
compiled by Debretts. It will be 
produced by artist, John Verling. 

lN EARLY ST AGES 
The project is in its early stages 

at the moment and one of the 
company's main tasks is to 
promote the idea in America. The 
main objective at the moment is to 
improve the tourist trade and when 
asked why is it placed in Co. 
Tipperary as the other eighht past 
presidents are not from there his 
answer was simply because the 
present President comes from the 
area and there would be more 
interest in Ballyporeen than in say 
Antrim or Monaghan. 

It is hoped that the monument 
will be completed in time for_ next 

year·s tourist season and during the 
course of the year Mr. Har.non 
hopes to meet Ronald Reagan to 
tell him of his venture. 

A m o n g the first of th e 
landowners in Tipperary is RTE 
personality Jimmy Greeley. He 
was presented with the deeds of his 
square foot plot of land during his 
successful "Drivetime" programme 
on Radio 2 last Thursday. 

The nine presidents and where 
their connections lie in Ireland are 
listed in order from the seventh 
President of the United States to 
the present one. 

Andrew Jackson, Co. Antrim 
(7); James J. Polk, Co. Derry (I I); 
James Bucannon, Co. Donegal 
(15); Chester A. · Arthur, Co. 
Antrim (2 I); William McKinley, 
not known (25); John F. Kennedy, 
Co. Wexford (35); Richard Nixon, 
Co. Kildare (37); Gerald Ford, Co. 
Monaghan (38); Ronald Reagan, 
Co. Tipperary (40). 

I 
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~unst 
CLONMEL, Saturd 

~ 

' 19 . 
• 'I ," 

Aid Sea·n Lyons: Mayor of Clonme 
to a May 

The monument will consist of 
nine sculptings of the respective 
presidents, all on the one platform. 
The specific layout of the structure 
is yet to be finalised. The people 
who buy the plots will have their 
names inscribed on a path leading 
up to the monument 

Confrontation· on Friday last between a large group of protesters and five 
employees of Irish Leathers has brought to a standstill work which had been 
commenced at the Slate Quarries, Ahenny, on a replacement dump for the 
Carrick-on-Suir and Portlaw Tanneries. 

HIS PLAY 
WINS AWARD 

j .·•~ ... "\ 
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Despite the fact that Irish Leathers has been granted 
planning permission for the work and the dump and that 
an appeal by local objectors has been rejected by the 
Planning Appeals Board, the residents association has 
continued to oppose and obstruct the project and have 
now informed the Carrick-Portlaw industry that any 
further attempt to proceed with the development will be 
resisted and will again involve confrontation. 

, ............. __ __ .. .. . . 

Victoria I quarry in 196 7 for the 
di sposal and digestion of non-toxic 
effiuent from its tanneries. It is a \ 
fact that the best 1 
environmental method ( 
of dealing with the G 
disposal of organic l 
effluent is by anerobic b 
digestion. This involves a ii 
natural digestoin and filtration o 
process, which purifies the emuenl 
as is the case uritb the seotjc tank 
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The Haven, Main St., Schull, Co. Cork 

Ireland. Tel: 028/28103 
Irish Roots is a subsidary of Ballymercia Ltd . 

July 28th,1981 

Dear Sir, 

I enclose a photocopy of an article whi ch appeared in the Nationalist,(a 

Munster weekly newspaper) for your perusal. The intention ,as you will 

see from the articl e is to promote the American tourist in Irel and. 

As you are probably aware,Tourisim is the second largest industry in 

Southern Ireland and has,for a number of reasons,taken one hell of a 

knocking during the curren t season. 

Would you be prepared to give the adjoining story some editorial coverage? 

If you do give us some cover,please ensure that you quote our company,"Irish 

Roots" as being the one to deal with. 

Irish Roots Company is owned by me (Patrick V. Hannon) and my lawyer,Patrick 

McCarthy of 24,Bridge Street,Skibbereen,Co. Cork, Tel.No. 028-21147 . 

There are others who may try to capitalize on my idea, but I can assure 

you that we fully intend to build a memorial to the nine American Presidents 

of Irish ancestery . 

To conclude,please take special note of the figures quoted for the past 

two years regarding the number of American tourists in Irel and. This 

number is on the decline. We hope to swing it back to a substantially 

increasing figure during the next couple of years. 

Thanking you in anticipation. 

You~_: ....--\~~~~~, 7 

~ ; . 

;atri~k V. annon • 
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:It looks like Ouko '.ta doing well. Be's a 
man and I know you must be ha~py. 

The eocJased pictures are of the hometown_Q.f 
oµr great-qrc3:.ndfaJ;.her .,- Please note the name 
on the .pub~- that has .t o be a first for a 
President ·. ·., · ... ··~ ~-·· ·· ~ •• •• ~ 

:,. ;.~ •. .. ·-, ·- ";.•¥ 

~ ... . . & -::"!: .. .- _.·. .. ~, ' :• • . ...,: 

ii".tle ~c lippinq..,!nqicq.tes that the clan 

•. 

t.art inaol\all~~• - Incidentally, 
the picture of "Cashel • - - the ruins on the 
hill - - that is where St~ Patrick: is supposed 
to have erected t he firs t cross in Irel and. 

r:cident~lly, - j,~_ha,i.1 f~~--one qf ~h~ • fo'ur 
tribes Qf..._Zars!, det~~ng_ed from the High King 
Q.f_Ire.liUl~'1.iJ;....kl.EU: .iii.JOO & - I t seems 
we were the defenders for a few centuries of 
the Gap o f Glendine , a narrow pass in the · 
Slieve Bloom mountains. Our motto was "The 
Hills Forever.D Every now and then I' d like 
to take t o the hill s myself. 

By the. way, ~our · gr~:t-wanarnotbex: ~a Cathex:ine 
Mulcahy:, • • • 

Mike..J(inney dropped in on me the other day and· 
t~~f_Louis ~~~n came by • 

Save t o go now. Nancy sends her l ove. 

.,. ,... Love, 
. '" ... 1 

~-

,.~ • . -·~...;,•;.:+• .~•, ISi DUTCH 

"::'
1f::,b·t\fJt; .. :,:: '. ·• . ~· 

-~" 

Mr . and Mrs; J ; _ Neil Reagan~ :·· 
Post Office Box 413 ·;·· -~·· . 
Rancho Santa Fe, Cali!o~ia· -92067 -.• 
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TIIE \YH !TE HOl ' SE 

\\·.-\ SHINGTON 

January 5, 1982 

Dear Mr. Sullivan: 

C~i. 

I've only made two trips to Ireland. One was 
very brief in 1948 to appear in behalf of the 
Catholic Actors Charity; the other in 1972 was 
in behalf of the President of the United States. 
It, too, was much too brief, but at least we 
did get to drive across Ireland from Dublin to 
Shannon . On the way, we overnighted at _Dromoland 
Castle and spent half a day at Cashel Bock. 

As you can see, I'm in no position to comment on 
vacation spots, but can say we saw enough to know 
the beauty of Ireland. I very much hope I can 
make a third trip and, when I do, it will include 
a visit to Ballyporeen in County Tipperary. I've 
l earned that-was- the home of my great grandfather 
who left there t o come to America. 

X 
Mr. George Sullivan 
330 East 33rd Street 

Best regards, 

New York, New York 10016 

.. 
055191 
9- 620 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

~ 

January 6, 19~-:I' 

Dear Mr. Sullivan: 

Your letter of October 10 was misplaced 
in another office before finally being 
referred to me. I do deal with many requests 
from the media across the country. But 
when I saw that your questions about Ireland 
were of a personal nature, I took your letter 
directly to the President; and I thought 
you would like to know that he personally 
dictated this reply. 

Good luck on your article -- when it comes 
out, why don't you send us a copy. 

Sincerely, 

_ ..... · "-

~ ~ C --c...---,,:r-
------·· ~~ 

- ~ -- - ..c. ~-~~- -

Karna Small 
Director, Media Relations 

and Planning 

Mr. George Sullivan 
330 East 33 Street 
New York, New York, 10016 

11 -8"3 



" 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Karna Small: 

The President dictated this 
in response to Mr. Sullivan's 
request. 

Kathy Osborne 

-
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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

\\' AS IIIN<;TON 

FOR: 

FROM: 

December 18, 1981 
. ,,•-1/ .- ..,.,,. ,, ., ' - I ,- ) t ,, .., I ------ )\_,.~,". .,,.., .~ / 

_JLEJ:rEITT;VON DAMM /,..,,\ \.../ 

KARNA SMALL t;;5' 

J 
/~ /' . ( ,~. ,,... .... ,. 

I- • 

( .. _ .. ·· ./ '•·.;, ·~ - , 

SUBJECT: REQUEST FROM MAGAZINE 

Sorry to bother you with trivia - but thought you might know 
the answer to this question about vacation spots in Ireland. 
If you could suggest how we should respond to this letter, 
I would appreciate it! 

Thanks so much . 

D~ o/iA-~~ 
~~4 ~~·~ r;. ~.o~ 

~~ ~~ (~l(~~~~ ~~ 
~ ~ ~ ~j i'~ ~ ....;.._ /172. 
~ ~ ~ ~ ;Lk f'~~b-X:~;u,_ O,!. ~ ,~ , 

~ ,IN"·~~ ~)~o-J::'~.,,vr-<..~~(; 

~~ ~~~~~~~ 
a~ A-N. ~ ~ ~ ~ D~~ 
~~~~~ ~ ~~-

f5.b ~ u.-,_ ;Lu_&~..,.;.,._~~~ 
~~ ~~ ~~~~~ 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~. ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ c,._ 3~~ ~ ~ 
»i-~ ;.::x ~ ~ 0-~ Alf- (3~. 
~ ~ ~ ~ t ~ IN-{ ~ ~ _,1.N'N 

~~-e~r~~~~ 
~ ~ c;. ~ • (/] ~ ~ 

((~ 
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. I ~ October 10, 1981 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20050 

Dear Sir, 

I am a freelance writer and I have been 
assigned by PASSAGES, the in-flight magazine 
of Northwest-Orient Airlines, to prepare an 
article that is to be published next March 
in connection with St. Patrick's Day. '. 

In the article, well known individuals 
will name their favorite Irish vacations. 

Is there a place in Ireland that you 
may have visited at one time, and for which 
you have a special regard? 

If there is, I'd be grateful if you'd 
let me know. 

Kindest regards. 

~ely, ~\\ 

George ~1 van 

..._,.~ 
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January 27, 1982 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Merrill: 
i 

Thank you so much for • the lovely_g.lburo...__Qf_ 
;eictures of Ball_y,E._qr~_§,'.Q...Y_l}_.:i.cl:LJ{_angy_Eeynolds_ .. 
has brought to me from you. I'm delighted 
to have it, and truly appreciate your thought­
fulness. 

As you requested, I am returning an autographed 
picture for Matthew Darby, and the sheets of 
stamps which Nancy and I have signed. 

Ag2in, my heartfelt thanks for your kindness, 
ana ny very best wishes for the New Year. 

Mr. and Mrs. Leslie o. Merrill 
The Downs House A 
Glen O' The D9wns 
Delgany, Co. Wicklow 
Ireland. 

Enclosures 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Elaine: 

Nancy Clark Reynold~ brought -~~­
in an album of Ballyporeen which 
the President is taking to the 
Residence with him today. The 
people involved -with putting it 
together asked if the President 
and Mrs. Reagan would sign 
the attached sheets of stamps 
for them. _Please ask Mrs. 
Reagan to sign when she gets a 
chance. 

Please return to me so I can 
send out with his letter of 
thanks. 

Kathy Osborne 

• 
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MR-. AND MR S . LESLIE 0. MERRILL 

THE DOWN S HOUSE 

GLEN o· THE Dow Ns 
;," 

DELGANY, Co. W1cKLow 

I RE L AN D 
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(C(Q) fp>f · .. -
. , ?:tovember 22 !' 1982 .. 

~ ... 

Dear Friend~: 

Thank you very much for the beautiful Irish 
porcelain container which Mr. Frank Brittain 
sent to me on your behalf following ]lis -visit 
to Dallypo~o."l . You can imagine how delighted 
I was to ~eceive it. Your gift certainly will 
be a prized me~.ento from my paternal ancestors ' 
birtl,place. 

With It¥ deep appreciation for your special 
thoughtfulness , and with warmest best wishes , 

• ,I • : • • • ~ C 

Sincerely, ~ . , ID 
RON~~D REAGAN . . .. 

·--· i.. .... .,.. 

.. _. 

RR:CMF:MP:RCH:vml--

. -
8 211 2 2 

......... · ~ ..... . ... ·. •'" ..... . 
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November 22 , 1982 

..: . , 

Dear Mr. Brittain : 

·President Reagan .asked l'lie to thank you for sending him 
the lovely porcelain container from the Staff of The 
Ronald Regan Gift Shop in Ballyporean . . He very much 
appreciates 1•our kindness in seeing that this remem­
brance from his friends in Ireland r eached him safely u 

It was a l so good of you t o share your suggestion with 
the President. You can be sure he is grateful for the 
selfless concern that prompted your note • . 

With the President ' s best wishes , 

Sincerely, 

: . Anne Biggins 
,Special Assistant to the President 

and Director of Correspondanoe 

Mr. Frank D. Brittain 
351 Pond View 
Saline, Michigan 48176 

AVH: CMF : MP: RCH :_vml - - : --. 

I . 

' . 

. . . . . 

-- ... .. 
--· ......... 

'• 
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DRAFT/D11te,_ 

RR / CMF 
(Drafter) 

AVH/ 
(Drafter) 

Oct. 29, 82 

/~~ tRev.II) 

/ ____ _ 
(Rev. I) 

Friends: 

~ .. -' SPECIAL INSTRUC~IONS: 

Enclosures: 

Other: 

(!) 
Thank you very much for the beautiful Irish porcelain container which 

Mr. Frank Brittain sent to , me on your behalf-Q..following his visit to 

. • h d 1· d ~r-6 "J-; Ballyporeen. You can imagine ow e ighte I was to -be-remembered~ 
~ 

.n:iy fri ~mos from "back boroe L {our gift certainly will be a prized memento 

from my paternal ancestors' birthplace. 

With my deep appreciation for your special thoughtfulness, and with 

warmest best wishe~ H1 which Hafley j oi~ 

Sincerely, 

RR 

Staff of The Ronald Regan 
Gift Shop 

c/o Mr. John O'Farrell 
Ballyporeen, County Tipperary 
Ireland 

RR/CMF/MP/AVH 

cc: Mr. Frank D. Brittain (351 Pond View, Saline, Michigan 48176); ·to" be 
included with AH reply to him. 

t. 
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. . • 29, 82 
AFT7Date-"'l~~~c~t-.----

RR/-:--__ / (, . /? /_.,,,__ __ 
(Drafter) (R~) ~Rev.II) 

AVH/ CMF 
(Drafter) 

/ ____ _ 
(Rev. I) 

De~r Mr. Brjttain: 

SPECIAL INSTRu~f1;ls: 

Enclosures: 

Other: 

President Reagan asked me to thank you for sending him the lovely porcelain 

container from the Staff of The Ronald~Regan Gift Shop in Ballyporeen. He 

very much appreciates your kindness in seeing that this remembrance from his 

friends in Ireland reached him safely. 

It was also good of you to share your suggestion with the President. You 

can be sure he is grateful for the selfless concern that prompted your note. 

With the President's best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Frank D. Brittain 
351 Pond View 
Saline, Michigan 48176 

AH/CMF/MP/AVH 

AH 



mrl: ~11fl llporr~n 33 . , 
ijfqe ~onnlb ~rgnn <6ift jqop, 

~11ll\lpomn, 

<llo. 'filipperul"l?. 



fran k. D. Br itt ai n 

351 Pond Vi ew 

Saline, .Mi chigan 4 81 76 
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ACTION 
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A • Appropriate Act ion 
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D . Draft Respon se 
F • Fu rnish Fact Sheet 
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Referral Note: 
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R • Direct Reply w/Copy 
S • Fo r Signature • 
X . Interim Reply 
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DISPOSITION 

Type Completion 
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A • Answered 
B • Non-Special Referral 

C . Completed 
S - Su5pe11 ded 
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Refer questions about the correspondence tracking system to Ce:ntral Refere nce, ext. 2590. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 22, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR DIANNA G. HOLLAND 

FROM: JOHN G. ROBERTseM.. 

SUBJECT: Patrick V. Hannon Proposal 

Mr. Hannon has written Mr. Fielding, reiterating a request 
that the President endorse his proposal to erect a monument 
to American Presidents of Irish ancestry, to be built in 
President Reagan's ancestral village of Ballyporeen. I 
returned Mr . Hannon's calls in connection with this matter 
on March 18, and advised him that the President could not 
endorse his project or become involved with it in any way . 
Mr. Hannon, an enthusiastic supporter of the President, 
accepted this conclusion and the wisdom of t~e policy 
underlying it. I do not think any further response is 
necessary. 



fR-sb 0 
I 7 • ' 

The Haven, Main St., Schull, Co. Cork 

Ireland. Tel: 028/28103 
, / /3C.if3 <!.«.! 

Fred F.Fielding , 
Counsel to the President , 
The White House , 
Washington , 
USA . 

Dear Mr . Fielding , 

/-s/ .. 4:~~cA 1r ~ 

I enclose a presentat ion to the President , which I hope he 
might consider accepting. It is a contract ' to transfer a small 
area of land in Ballyporeen , Co . Tipperary , Ireland, which is 
belonging to me , but which forms part of the homeland of 
Michael Regan and Catherine Mulcahy , the President's Great ­
Grandparents . 
I am hoping to promote a monument t o the President on this 
land . This monument will be in the form of a lifesize statue 
of President Reagan with surrounding parklands , footpaths 
and so on . 
The small area of land plus a copy of the family tree (enclosed, 
and designed by a local Irish artist) will be sold for $ 10 
each . When enough monies have been colllected , the monument will 
be be gun . Any profits will be donated to charity . This is not 
a commercial venture . It is to promote tourism in Ireland and 
to help us through what is possibly the worst recession this 
country has suffered since the days of the famine . 
In my opinion the only thing we have t o off'er here , which cannot 
be bettered anywhere else in the world , is Irish hospitality . 
Hence I am promoting tour.ism and I believe the idea I have 
outl i _ned in my letter has marvellous potential . Anyone who 
buys a n area of land will have his/her name inscribed on one 
of the footpaths leading to the monument . We hope these people 
will then come to Ireland to see the monument and their name . 
Would the President be go od enough to consider meeting me to 
discuss giving this proj ect his blessing. There are JO million 
Americans in the USA , with claim to Irish ancestry! By helping 
us here in Ireland , the President would mos t certainly be 
gaining their favour, politically. 
I visited The White Hous e during July 1981 and personal ly 
l1anded over a letter for the President's attention . You 
repli e d in Au 1::,rust 1981 stating that the President could not 
end ors e any c o mmercial v e nture . I have · now shown that t his is 
not a corn1,1ercial v e nture a nd would appreciate your further 
c o n s i de r a tion . Ireland n eeds the President's help . 



I am currently promoting tourism in Ireland on another project. 
I have worked on this solidly for the last three years and now 
it is about to come to fruition . It is a £17 million holiday 
village on a small island , Horse Island , just· off the south­
west coast of Cork . I enclose a newspaper cutting. This has 
been an expensive promotion for me and has involved a great 
deal of hard work , but I have now succeeded . 
I have also invested money on the Dallyporeen project, but if, 
I can make things work for Ireland , if I can succeed, then this 
is immaterial . 
Time is all important . I should like to begin marketing this 
immediately , as I believe many Irish-Americans would like 
the opportunity of taking part in my scheme , purchasing a 
plot/family tree/ contract and giving these as a St . 
Patrick's day present . . 
I would greatly appreciate an early reply 

1

and would state that 
I should be prepared to travel to 1-lashington at short notice , 
if' you think that there is any chance that President Reae-an 
would be prepared to meet me . 

Yours __ .:;s(i_t sincerely , 

.· / } -. .---;/· • 
I L , ✓~---------­
Patrick V.Hannon 
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THIS LEGAL CONTRACT made the 17th. March in the Year of Our Lord 0 
Hundred and Eighty Three BETWEEN IRISH ROOTS COMPANY having it: 
at Main Street, Schull in the County of Cork, Republic of Ireland AND 

Fraderlck F . Fiel0ing, ~s q .. 

WHEREAS the said IRISH ROOTS COMPANY is owner of land at Ballyporee 
ltfa and Offa west in the County of Tipperary Republic of Ireland BlRTHPl 
O'Regan Great-Great-Grand fa ther of RONALD REAGAN President of The 
America AND WH EREAS the said IRISH ROOTS COMPANY has agreed to tr 

Frederick F . Fi e l d ing , Es q .. 

a portion of the said lands assigned CLAIM NUMBER SUBJECT TO the C 
Land Commission NOW THIS AGREEMENT WITNESSETH that in considt 
Agreement AND in consideration of the pedigree of the said RONALD REAGAI 
which is a copy of the pedigree recorded in Volume 29, Folio 467 of the series of Re 
preserved in the Geneological Office, Dublin Castle , Republic of Ireland and 
Gerard Slevin Chief Herald at the said Office and that presented to the said RO NA 
St. Patrick 's day 1981 by the Irish Government THE SAID IRISH ROOTS COW. 
PRESENTS to 

Fre derick F . Field ing , Esa .. 

the within CONTRACT and PEDIGREE for the price or sum of Twelve Five U1 
($ 12) (the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged) TO HOLD the said 1 

PEDIG REE in perpetuity . 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF the parties hereto have hereunto set their hands and aft 
day and year first herein WRITTEN. 

SIGNED SEALED AND DELIVERED on 
beha lf of IRISH ROOTS COMPANY by Patrick 
v _._ Hannon and Patrick McS::a y in-thet1!> re)ence 

ot. ~~/ _ / .II_J :.a.,v ~ /V - /,l/u:- . 

• - - - / , ) ~ ,....--1 ~ 

SIGNED SEALED AND DELIVERED by the 
sa id 

~~ 
in the prese nce of: L----

., 



July 27, 1983 

Dear Hr. and Mrs. O'Farrell: 

I was pleased to hear that Ballyporeen_claims 
me as "its own.• 

Most Americans have an affinity with the proud, 
historic land of Ireland. Those, like me, who 
can claim ties of blood are doubly blessed. 

Please extend greetings from me and ray family 
to all the residents of Ballyporeen. He'ra 
proud- to have you as part of our herita·ge. 

Sb1cerely, 

ROf~lD REAGAft 

Mr. and Hrs. John O'Farre.11 
Ballyporeen, County Tipperary 
Republic of Ireland 

RR:AVH:RDP:PAG:pps 

. Approved by the · State Department 

ll 

Call Robert DeProspero for pickup and delivery. 

~ 7{; f , )-~~~ ~ - ~r~7 
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TELEPHONE 725-8000 

PRESIDING JUSTICE 
FRANCIS G. POITRAST 

Ct ERK tMAG ISTRATE 
JOHN P. BULGER 

ASSOCIATE JUSTICES 
RODERICK L IRELAND 
JOHN P. CONCANNON 

PAUL D. LEWIS 
JOHN J . CRAVEN . JR. 

CHIEF PROBATION OFFICER 
NICHOLAS F. GATTO 

DIRECTOR· COURT CLINIC 
RICHARD BARNUM , M.D. 

MARK E LAWTON 

John R. Simpson, Director 
United States Secret Service 
Suite 800 
1800 G Street 
Washington, D~C. 20223 

Dear John: 

June 24, 1983 

I apologize for bothering you with this request. I hope that you'll 
be able to grant the same, however. The reason for my writing you is 
your closeness to President Ronald Reagan. 

Last July, my father (Judge James R. Lawton) and I traveled to Ireland. 
We spent two days in Ballyporeen, County Tipperary, Ireland. This obv iously 
is the town where the President's ancestors came from. We spent much 
time with John and Nary O'Farrell. They own the Ronald Reagan Lounge. 
Needless to say, they and the town are quite proud to call the President 
of the United States of America "their own". Enclosed is a newspaper 
photograph from the Brockton Enterprise. 

I 
John, 

to be able 
the town. 
help? 

my father and· I are going back again in August. We'd love 
to bring a letter or something from the President to give to 
A letter from our President would be exciting. Could you 

The address to John and Nary O'Farrell is as follows: 

Mr. & Nrs. John O'Farrell 
Ballyporeen, County Tipperary 
Ireland 
(Dear John and Nary) 
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John, I t h ank you for any help you could give me. 

Mark E. Lawt 
ASSOCIATE JU CE 

p.s. I intend to take a Batta Max film ·when I arrive in Ballyporeen_. 
I'll forward the same to you when we arrive back home. Hopefully 
the President will be able to see the film thereafter. The people 
in Ballyp oreen are great! Thank you. 

Enclosure 

• 



July 27, 1983 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. O'Farrell: 

I was pleased to hear that Ballyporeen claims 
me as " its own.• 

Most Americans have an affinity with tbe proud, 
historic land of Ireland. Those , like me, who 
can claim ties of blood are doubly blessed. 

Please extend greetings from me and my family 
to all the residents of Ballyporeen. We 're 
proud to have you as part of our herita·ge . 

Sincerely, 

RONALD REAGA 

Mr . and Mrs . John O'Farrell 
Ballyporeen, County Tipperary 
Republic of Ireland 
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PRESIDING JUSTICE 
FRANCIS G. POI TR AST 

CLERK/ MAGISTRATE 
JOHN P. BULGER 

ASSOCIATE JUSTICES 
RODERICK L. IRELAND 
JOHN P. CONCANN ON 

PAUL D. LEWIS 
JOHN J. CRAVE N, JR . 

CHIEF PR OBATION OFFICER 
NICHOLAS F. GATTO 

DIRECTOR - COURT CLINIC 
RICHARD BARNUM, M.D. 

MARK E LAWTON 

John R. Simpson, Director 
United States Secret Service 
Suite 800 
1800 G Street 
Washington, D~C. 20223 

June 24, 1983 

I apologize for bothering you with this request. I hope that you'll 
be able to grant the same, however. The reason for my writing you is 
your closeness to President Ronald Reagan. 

Last July, my father (Judge James R. Lawton) and I traveled to Ireland. 
We spent two days in Ballyporeen, County Tipperary, Ireland. This obviously 
is the town where the President's ancestors came from. We spent much 
time with John and Mary O'Farrell. They own the Ronald Reagan Lounge. 
Needless to say, they and the town are quite proud to call the Presiden t 
of the United States of America "their own". Enclosed is a newspaper 
photograph from the Brockton Enterprise. 

I 
John, 

to be able 
the town. 
help? 

my father and I are going back again in August. We'd love 
to bring a letter or something from the President to give to 
A letter from our President would be exciting . Could you 

The address to John and Mary O'Farrell is as follows: 

Mr. & Mrs. John O'Farrell 
Ballyporeen, County Tipperary 
Ireland 
(Dear John and Mary) 

I 
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John , I thank you for any help you could give me . 

Grate l)lly, 

Mark E . Lawt 
ASSOCIATE JU 

p.s . I inte nd to take a Batta Max film when I arrive in Ballyporeen . 
I'll forward the same to you when we arrive back home . Hopefully 
the President will be able to see the film thereafter. The people 
in Ballyporeen are great! Thank you. 

Enclosure 




