
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library 

Digital Library Collections 

 
 

This is a PDF of a folder from our textual collections. 

 
 

WHORM Subject File Code: TR105-01 

(Trips: Ireland/London/France – Economic Summit, 

06/01/1984-06/10/1984: 

Ireland, Ballyporeen/Dublin/Galway/Shannon, 

06/01/1984-06/04/1984) 

Case file Number(s): 240352 

 
 

To see more digitized collections visit: 

https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material 

 

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library inventories visit: 

https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories 

 

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov  

 

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-

support/citation-guide 

 

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/  
 

Last Updated: 05/13/2025 

https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://catalog.archives.gov/


.T 1 l y f; , 1 9 8 4 

On of the ~o t 1elccrn. gifts I recaived 
during y visit to Irel,.nd i the co pendiun 
on my gE.'1ealogy which you pr·s·nt..d to me on 
beh.Jlf oft e peopl> of il llyporeen . I truly 
appreciate t c exact'ng rcs~ar h that th~ etaff 
o Burk,: • Pe rage dovot"-d to producing this 
beautiful hand- print~d volume , ancl it is ct trea -
urcd adai tion to the Rt-;agan f mily memorabilia . 
Pl se conv~y rny <11:~ep gratitude to the R Vfmdale 
Group nd to ~veryone ho had n part in th·~ 
unique r_membr nee . 

Nancy and I shall always cherish t.he fond 
m ,rories of our visit to my , . cc .. stral ho eland . 
We cr.rtainly e1joyed meeting you and e want 
you ,1.nd your ~t,?ff to h10 t.h you h ve our 
warm best ~ishes . 

Mr . Hugh Peskett 
~csc · rc Director 
Burke • s cc.rage 
l m'ly Hill 
Landor-, Englan 

RR:01F:JEH:AVH:nrls 

PISPA'ICH THRU STATE. 

S~nc~rcly, 



July 5, 1984 

Dear Mr. Peskett: 

One of the most welcome gifts I 
received during my visit to Ireland is the 
compendium on my genealogy which you 
presented to me on behalf of the people of 
Ballyporeen. I truly appreciate the 
exacting research that the staff of 
Burke's Peerage devoted to producing this 
beautiful hand-printed volume, and it is a 
treasured addition to the Reagan family 
memorabilia. Please convey my deep 
gratitude to the Ravendale Group and to 
everyone who had a part in this unique 
remembrance. 

Nancy and I shall always cherish the 
fond memories of our visit to my ancestral 
homeland. We certainly enjoyed meeting 
you and we want you and your staff to know 
that you have our warm best wishes. 

Sincerely, 
RR 

Mr. Hugh Peskett 
Research Director 
Burke's Peerage 
1 Hay Hill 
London, England 

RR:CMF:JEH:AVH 

DISPATCH THRU STATE. 



• D2 THE WASHINGtON 'POST -

-•·The Pedtgreedl+esident 
\. 

By Michael Getler tween.Ronald Reagcill and ,the portion of 
As if w alter Mondale didn't have Genealogists Say · Reagan the royal frutiily that settled in the. area 

enough on his hands with Gary Hart and is-Descended From Irish King known as Cregg near Ballyporeen;• 
The first key document, which Br.ooks-

Jesse Jackson, he soon will have to con- _____________ Baker calls a :"Rosetta ~tone" in figuring 
tend with British genealogical-- blood- tually the "Reagan" who became 40th out the linkage, was found a few months 
hounds who report, that President , Rea- .·• president of the United States. ago in a walled-up room in Lismore ,Cas-
gan is descended from the great 11th- According _ to this volume, there is tle, the home of the Duke of Devonshire, 
century bish King Brian Boru, whose hardly, anyone who isn't descended from in Chatsworth, England. The so-called 
specialty .was beating up on Viking invad- Boru. France's socialist President Fran- "Book of ,Lismore;"·written about -1500, 
ers. cois M_itterrand also appears to be a Rea- makes the link between the Riagain and 

• "Mondale's [Norwegian] apc~stor~_:,vere gan ' cousin genealogically if not ·ideolog- O'Regan names. and identifies the home 
Vikings, and Brian Boru alwaY,s beat the ically via links to George I of England of the O'Regans in the Middle Ages with 
Vi'kings," says Hugh Peskett, the senior: and the Emperor of Hannover that the lands at Cregg . . 
genealogist associated with a ne~ volume • stretch back to King Boru, Brooks-Baker Then researchers found a copy of a 
on Reagan's royal roots that ·•will be says that ifs all in the genes. "There may document in French archives, the original 
presented to the president on June ,3, be·such a person as a self~made man, But of which now reportedly is in the Bod
when he visits the ancestral home of his we have yet to find one." • - leian library at Oxford in England, which 
great-great-grandfather at Ballypo_reen in - Shortly after the 1980 election, anoth- was written "within about 100 years of 
the Irish county of Tipperary. er well-known British ancestral sleuth, the death of Brian Boru, in the early 

So, says Peskett, who _is 'du~bed the Debrett's Peerage, traced Reagan's· Irish 12th century," according to the text of . 
"Sherlock Holmes" .of genealogy, "if -ge- roots back to his great-great-grandfather, the new volume. ·Because the document , 
net_ics , mean anything, the · election is a 'Phomas O'~egan, who was reportedly · is written within what the rep9rt calls· 
foregone conclusion." born around 1810 in Doolis in Bajlypo- . '.!grandfather's memory" span, it is "a~-

What's, .'more, ,says '"1:Jarold Brooks- reen Parish. The exact birth date can't ceptable evidence in genealogy ... that, 
Baker, Pl.!blishing director • of Burke's be fixed, Brooks-Baker says. , the O'Regan family traces from Riagain, 
Peerage, the.respected .London title trac~. When this first genealogical search res son of Donnchuan, the neph~w of Brian 
ers that produced 1the volum:e/ "President .. ' port was givento PresidentReagan,both: •· Boru." 
Reagan is the most royal of all American Brooks-Baker and .Peskett worked--- t:or It was also discovered that when King 
presidents since George Washington." Debrett's. The new volume to .· be James II of England went •into exile in 

. The 20-plus-page, red, calfskin-bound presented to Reagan next month essen- France in 1688 because he was a Roman 
volum~ to be presented as a gift to the . tially pushes the research of the 'family Catholic, he took with him a herald by .. 
preside_ht/ is a: hand~printed, one-of-a- tree back several centuries, li11 effort that the name 9f Jame's Terry. A One of the 
kihd botik tha(cost about $8,400 to pro- • Brooks-Baker said involved soine 30o' officers who went with James II was 
duce and hiore. th~ $140,000 to research res:earchers working at various times un- ·John O'Regan. To remain on the conti~ 
over the la,si:lhree years,. according to der Peskett and that is hampered by the nent, officers had t6 get certificates of 
Brooks-Baker •. The mol)ey came from a • destruction of many Irish archives during · ·, nobility issued by Terry that produced 

• the civil turmoil in that country in the 'evidence of the aristocratic descent. 
~ondon investihen! bankirtg firm, Raven- early 1920s. • . : . O'Regan's certificate, which is in the 
dale Business Expansion .Management According to Brooks-Baker and his • Bibliotheque National_e in Paris, recited 
Ltd., which saw the effort as. a "good associates, it has been known for a .long • the- O'Regan pedigree for four genera-
public~spirited, public ·relation.s • exce.r- time that . King Boru had .a nephew . tions' and established his link to the ear- ' 
cise," he says. ••· named Riagain. The assumption was that )ier irish royalty, the new volume says. 

• Act4ally, the hero of the Burke'•effort anyone from that · part of Ireland with . "W,hat. we have 'been able to prove," 
is not.Reagan b~t King Boru. Aside from that name was descended from the royal • Brooks-Baker says, "is that , John · 
dying gloriously in· the Battle of Clontarf • _ family. But the question was .how to O'Regan ,is one of the ancest0rs of the 
in. ~014 while _saving Ireland fro~ . the . prove it. The various spellings of the president.;, Thus, -he adds, the coat of 
Vikmgs, th_e. ., kmg, . thr~ugh . four_ w1Ves, . naine complicated the task, plus the scar- arms·, designed for John O'Regan by 
m~ag~d, ~ pr,oduc~ a blooqlin~that _de- .,·• city of documents that go bac~ , more . Jrupes,Terry may also be used by Ronald · 
scended' _the: centuries to_ prpcl\lc~. Mary than 900 years in some cases. . :· , • -Reagan. It is embossed on the frontis
Queen;,of Scots, Queen Ehz~·be~h of ~~g- Ultimate1y; the puzzle came together piece of the new volume for the presi
land, iill tpe :p~esent-day royal f amihes by the discovery and correlation of three dent 
still holding'·forth' in Europe and most of key documents that enabled the re- Once the research was completed, 
the roYcalty'tl)a( ~as,-been exi_led. searchers to eliµ)inate Regan _family Brooks~Baker said, his firm wanted con-

The·' .bestl s.upporting role -in .the names that were not roval descendants _' firmat.ion of its efforts by an independent 
Burke's history -goes 'fo' .. King ' :8oru's and pin down as closely-as possible the expert and got the _ chief herald of Ire
brbther, Donnch,uan, who . prodt1ced six linkage of the president to royalty. land, Donal Begley, to "put his blessing 
nephews . to ··. the king. Amo~g them was Burke's officers say that their efforts and on this." That's like "the Good House-

' one named· "Riagain," from 'whom de- ' the. documents do not show actuai lineal keeping seal in the genealogical .world," 
\ scended the "O'Regan" name ~d even- descef'!t, but rather make the link be- he said. • 
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Presented to 

HONORABLE 

RONALD REAGAN 

FORTIETH PRESIDENT OF 

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

by 

BURKE'S PEERAGE 

on behalf of the people of Bal~yporeen 

and all who are proud of their Irish heritage 

Ballyporeen 

June1984 

.. 
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on behalf of the people of Bal~yporeen 

and all who are proud of their Irish heritage 

Ballyporeen 

June 1984 

1 Hay Hill, London 



COLOPHON 

Compiled by Hugh Peskett, Research Director 
of Burke's Peerage, and his staff. 

Designed by Ian :Mortimer and printed at his Press, 
J.M. Imprimit, London, op. Barcham Green 

R.W.S. hand-made paper. 
Set in Baskerville and Old Face Open. 

Bound by James Brockman; Designer-Bookbinder, Oxford. 

Heraldic painting by Peter Spurrier, 
Portcullis Pursuivant of Arms. 

Calligraphy by Ann Moring. 

Engravings reproduced by kind permission 
of The Mansell Collection. 

The illustration from The Book of Lismore 
reproduced by kind permission of 

The Trustees of the Chatsworth Settlement. 

The illustration from Rawlinson Manuscript B 502 

reproduced by kind permission of 
the Bodleian Library. 

Special thanks are due to Mr Donal Begley, 
Chief Herald of Ireland, 

Sir Iain Moncreiffe of that Ilk, Bart., 
The Reverend Eanna Condon and the people of Ballyporeen, 

Ambassador Charles H. Price II and Mr Landon Parvin 
of the Embassy of the United States of America (London), 

all of whom have made this presentation possible. 

© Burke's Peerage 1984 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 



BALLYPOREEN/DUBLIN 

OFFICIAL PARTY, GUEST AND STAF 
INSTRUCTIONS 

Official Party will be escorted from 
Church following THE PRESIDENT'S 
departure. 

THE PRESIDENT and Mrs. Reagan, accompanied by 
Father Condon, depart Church of the Assumption en 
route O'Farrell's Pub. 

NOTE: Foreign Minister and Mrs. Barry 
join THE PRESIDENT and Mrs. Reagan. 

See DIAGRAM 5. 

PRESS POOL COVERAGE 

NOTE: Pause for viewing of future 
location of Ronald Reagan Community 
Center en route. 

1:50 pm (L) THE PRESIDENT and Mrs. Reagan arrive O'Farrell's 
8:50 am EDT Pub and proceed inside. 

See DIAGRAM 6. 

Met inside by: 

John and Mary O'Farrell, owners of 
O'Farrell's Pub and Ronald Reagan 
Lounge 

PRESS POOL COVERAGE 

THE PRESIDENT and Mrs. Reagan proceed into Ronald 
Reagan Lounge for brief photo session with the 
O'Farrell's. 

Refer to DIAGRAM 6. 

NOTE: THE PRESIDENT is presented a 
copy .of his f~rnily tree by Hugh 
Pesket't;, q_eb'Cett's P':_erage. 

PHOTOGRAPHER ONLY 

- 4 -
5/31/84 9:00 a.m. EDT 
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THE \\" l-l!TE HO l S E 

July 6, 1984 

Dear Mr. Peskett: 

One of the most welcome gifts I received 
during my visit to Ireland is the compendium 
on my genealogy which you presented to me on 
behalf of the people of Ballyporeen. I truly 
appreciate the exacting research that the staff 
of Burke's Peerage devoted to producing this 
beautiful hand-printed volume, and it is a treas
ured addition to the Reagan family memorabilia. 
Please convey my deep gratitude to the Ravendale 
Group and to everyone who had a part in this 
unique remembrance. 

Nancy and I shall always cherish the fond 
memories of our visit to my ancestral homeland. 
We certainly enjoyed meeting you and we want 
you and your staff to know that you have our 
warm best wishes. 

Mr. Hugh Peskett 
Research Director 
Burke's Peerage 
1 Hay Hill 
London, England 

Sincerely, 



REFERRAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR: STATE SECRETARIAT 

DOCUME~·.r DESCRIPTION: 

- KEYWORDS: PHILIPPINES 

FRANCE 

TO: FORTUGALEZA, AIDAN 

SOURCE. PRESIDENT 

DATE: 06 JUL 84 

GREAT BRITAIN 

_ SUBJ~ PRES THANK TYOU FOR COURTESIES_ EXTENDED IN ENGLAND 

DATE: 06 JUL 8 11 

----- ·-------------------------------------- ---------------------------------
REQUIRLD ACTION. FOR DISPATCH 

DUEDATE: 09 JUL 84 

COMMENTS. 

__,--/ ,· /V1 _; !.' () ( 
V ' , \,, _1...,_ •• •-- ·· 

FOR ROBERT M. KIMMITT 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 



UNCLASSIF '° 
TO FORTUGALEZA, AIDAN FROM PRESIDENT 

ID 8405241 

RECEIVED 06 JUL 84 18 

DOCDATE 06 JUL 84 

. KEYWORDS~ PHILIPPJ:NE.S 

FRANCE 

GREAT BRITAIN 

SUBJEC'l' . PRLS THANK YOU FOR COURTESIES EXTENDED IN ENGLAND 

ACTION: PRES SGD LTRS 

FOR AC'l'ION 

NONE 

COMMENTS COBB 

REF# 

ACTION OFFICbR (S) 

LOG 

ASSIGNED 

DUE: STATUS C 

FOR CONCURRENCE 

NSCIFID 

ACTION REQUIRED DUE 

FILES WH 

FOR INFO 

CHILDRESS 

SIGUR 

SOMMER 

FORTIER 

MATLOCK 

( V 

COPIES TO 

V 

--------- -- ---- -------------- --- -------

. 
DISPATCH 

: ( 

W/ATTCH FILE (C) 



1 Hay Hill, London WlX 7LF 

409 - 1583 

~'(' • c2 J/ 0 J' ,5' ~ 

TRltJ5-d/ 

4 June 1984 

My Dear Mr President, 

It was an honor, yesterday in Ballyporeen, for 

me to present you with the results of my research into 

your ancestry. I am most grateful for the time you were 

able to give me. 

Firstly I am pleased to confirm your request for me 

to research the ancestry of Mr Donald Regan. 

Secondly I hope to be able to provide you with more 

information about your mother's Wilson ancestry before 

you leave London at the end of this week. 

Honorable 

Ronald Reagan, 

Hugh Peskett 

Research Director 

Burke's Peerage 

President of the United States of America, 

Embassy of the United States, 

Grosvenor Square, 

London W.l. 




