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Inaugural Convocation 

January 18, 1981 
National City Christian Church 

Thomas Circle 
Washington, D .C. 



Inaugural Convocation 
"One People Under God" 

THE PRE-SERVICE CONCERT AND PREPARATION 

The Organ Music .................... Lawrence Schreiber, Director 

The Woodhaven Handbell Choir ... . Rev. Stanley Williams, Director 

The P. T. L. Singers ..... . ......... . . Rev. Thurlow Spurr, Director 

The Presentation of the Colors .......... Armed Forces Color Guard 

Please rise and remain standing 
through the Invocation and the Choral R esponse 

The Pledge of Allegiance ................. Rev. Robert P. Dugan, Jr. 

THE SERVICE OF WORSHIP ......... Rev. Ernest Gibson, Presiding 

THE PROCESSION 
The Processional Hymn - "O God, Our Help In Ages Past" 

( I) 

0 God, our help in ages past, 
Our hope for years to come. 
Our shelter from the stormy blast, 
And our eternal home. 

(2) 

Under the shadow of Thy throne 
Thy saints have dwelt secure; 
Sufficient is Thine arm alone, 
And our defense is sure. 

(3) 

Before the hills in order stood, 
Or earth received her frame, 
From everlasting Thou art God, 
To endless years the same. 

THE INVOCATION AND 

(4) 

A thousand ages in Th y sight 
Are like an evening gone, 
Short as the watch that ends th e night 
Before the rising sun. 

(S) 

Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 
Bears all its sons away; 
They fly, forgotten, as a dream 
Dies at th e opening day . 

(6) 

0 God, our help in ages past, 
Our hope for years to come. 
Be Tho u our guard w hile troubles last , 
And our eterna l home. 

CHORAL RESPONSE .. . ..... . ....... . . . .... Bishop Basil Losten 

THE STATEMENT OF PURPOSE ........... Rabbi David Ben-Ami 

THE WORDS OF WELCOME . ..... . ............... Dr. Jerry Moore 
and Dr. William Howland 

THE ANTHEM . .... . .......... ...... . . . ... .. ... . . .. . Gustav Holst 
"Psalm 148" The National City Christian Church Sanctuary Choir 

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON ........... . . . Rabbi Andre Ungar 
"Psalm 72" 

THE SOLO ......... . .......... .. .. . ......... . . Cantor Roy Garber 
"Psalm 34" 

THE PRAYER FOR THE NATION . . . . . ..... . .... Rev. James Bakker 

THE NEW TESTAMENT LESSON ......... Metropolitan Theodosius 

THE PRAYER FOR 
NATIONAL LEADERS ............ . ... Rev. Dr. William L. Weiler 

THE SOLO .................................... . . Cynthia Clawson 
" I Will Believe" 

THE PRAYER FOR THE PRESIDENT . . ..... . .. Dr. James Robison 

THE SOLO ............. . .... . ......... . .......... Lornelle Harris 
"Lord Listen to your Children Praying" 

READING ....................... . .... . ... Imam Khalil Abdel Alim 
Qur 'an 49:9-13 

THE ADDRESS . ... . ... . ............ . ..... . . Dr. Richard Halverson 

THE NATIONAL ANTHEM (The people singing in unison) 
"The Star-Spangled Banner" 

Oh, say! Can you see, by the 
dawn 's early light, 

What so proudly we hailed at the 
twilight 's last gleaming? 

Whose broad stripes and bright stars, 
through the perilous fight , 

O'er the ramparts we watched, were 
so gallantly streaming? 

And the rockets red g lare, the bombs 
bursting in air, 

Gave proof through the night that our 
flag was still there. 

0 say, does that Star-Spangled Banner 
yet wave, 

O'er the land of the free and the home 
of the brave? 

THE BENEDICTION AND 

Oh 1 Th us be it ever, when free 
men shall stand 

Between their loved homes and 
the war's desolation! 

Blest with v ictory and peace, may 
th e heav'n rescued land 

Praise the Power that hath made 
and preserved us a nation. 

Then conquer we must , w hen our 
cause it is just, 

And this be our motto: " In God 
is our trust ." 

And the Star-Spangled Banner in 
triumph shall wave 

O'er the land of th e free and 
the home of the brave' 

CHORAL RESPONSE .. . . . ........ .. . . .... ... . . Dr. Jerry Falwell 

THE ORGAN POSTLUDE 
Credo - "We All Believe In One God" J . S. Bach 



Religious Participation Committee 

Dr. Ro bert Billings, Chairman 
Religious Pa rticipa tion Comm ittee 
Washington, D.C. 

Rabbi David Z. Ben-Ami, Vice-Chairman 
Chairman, American Foru m for J ew ish 
Christian Cooperation 
H arris burg, Pennsy lvan ia 

R ev. Nelson Meringola, Vice Cha irm an 
D'irector, EvanSong Ministries 
Southampton, New York 

Imam Kha lil Abdel Alim 
Resident Imam of Washington Masjid 
o f The American Muslim Mission 

The Rt. Rev. J ohn M. Allin, D.D. 
Pres iding Bishop of The 
Ep iscopal Church, U.S.A. 

Dr. Ben Armstrong 
Executive Secretary 
National Re ligious Broadcasters 
Morristow n, New J ersey 

The Rev. J ames Bakker 
Pres ident , PTL Netwo rk 
Charlo tt e, North Carolin a_ 

Mr. Arthur H. Braunstein 
American Fo rum for J ew ish 
Christian Coopera tion 

Cynthia C lawson 
Gospel Soloist 
H o usto n, Texas 

The Rev. Ro bert P. Dugan 
National Association of Evangelicals 
Washington, D. C. 

Mr. Philip D. Egert 
Operations Manager, PTL Network 
Charlou e, North Carolina 

Dr. J erry Falwell 
Old Time Gospel Hour 
Lynchburg, Virginia 

Father J erome Fasa no 
St. Michae l' s Church 
Annanda le, Virginia 

Dr. R. Herbert Fitzpatri ck 
Ri verda le Baptist Church 
Upper 1arlboro, Maryland 

Dr. Dan Fo re 
Metropolitan Baptist Church 
Brook lyn New York 

Cantor Roy G arber 
Washington Hebrew Congregation 
Was hing ton , D.C. 

The Rev. Ernes t R. Gibson 
Executive Director o f The Council 
o f Churches o f Greater Washing ton 

Dr. Richard C. H a lverson 
Pas tor, Fo urth Presbyterian Church 
Bethesda, Mary land 
Chap la in Elect , U.S. Senate 

Dr. Samuel G. Hines 
Third Street Church o f God 
Washington,' D.C. 

Dr. Willi am C. H ow land, Jr. 
Senior Minister 
National City Christian Church 
Washington, D.C. 

Mr. Steve Kovach 
Christi an World Consultants 
Holl ywood, F lo rida 

Rabbi Herzel Kranz 
Dean o f Hebrew Day School 
Montgomery Cou nt)' , Maryland 

Bishop Bas il Los ten 
Bishop of Stanford 
Ukran ian Catholic 
Stanford, Connecticut 

Mr. Sam McCullough 
Christian Embassy 
Washington. D.C. 

Dr. William Mill er 
Nationa l Ci ty C hristian Church 
Washington, D.C. 

Mr. Forest D. Montgomery 
Na tiona l Association of Evangeli ca ls 
Washington, D.C. 

Mr. Roben Pittenger 
American Festival of E,·ange lism 
Washington, D.C. 

Mr. J erry Regier 
Christi an Em bassy 
Washington, D.C. 

The R ev. J ames Ro bi son 
J ames Ro bison Evangelist ic Association 
Fon Worth, Texas 

Lawrence P . Schreiber 
Minister of Music 
Na tiona l City Ch ri sti an Church 

The Rev. C leveland B. Sparrow. Jr. 
Spa rrowor ld Baptist Corporation 
Washington, D.C. 

Dr. T hurlow Spurr 
Music Director 
Charlo 11 e, North Carolina 

Metropolitan Theodosius 
Archbishop of Washing ton, Primate 
o f The Orthodox Church In Amer ica 

Rabbi Andre Ungar 
Rabbi Temple Emanuel 
Wes twood, Ne"· J ersey 

Rev. Dr. William L. Weil er 
Washington Affa irs Offi ce 
Episcopal Church 

The Rev. Stanl ey Wil l iam s 
Chaplain, Woodha\'en Lea rning Center 
Co lumbi a, Missour i 



Presidential Inaugural 

Religious Participation Executive Committee 

Dr. Robert Billings, Chairman 

Rabbi David Z. Ben-Ami, Vice Chairman 

Rev. Nelson Meringola, Vice Chairman 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

The 1981 Inaugural Convocation expresses the American spirit of 

religious pluralism personified in the concept: "One Nation Under God." 

This Interfaith Service gives expression to the common ground of all the 

great religious traditions that have influenced American life, stressing the 

sacredness of human personality, respect for human rights, and the duty of 

fraternal cooperation for the common welfare. 

This Convocation renews our feeling of dependence on Divine justice 

and love for the continual enjoyment of the blessings of American life. 

Worshipping as Americans representing diverse faiths and races, we give 

expression to the ideals of equality and fraternity- the ideal of charity to all 

and malice toward none. 

We call attention to the ideals that the Nation holds sacred- ideals that 

have gone into the making of the American conscience. 

We take spiritual inventory of where the Nation stands in respect to the 

fulfillment of its own ideals and traditions. It invites us to a renewal of our 

devotion to the highest purposes that have been conceived for American 

life and its people. 

Dr. David Z. Ben-Ami, Rabbi 



Processional Participants 

Dr. Ben Armstrong Dr. Howard E. Dentler Rev. Ray Hoekstra Mr. William Revely 
Processional Leader Mr. Joseph DeQuattro Dr. David Hofer Rev. Jerry Rose 

Rabbi Dr. Mendel L. Abrams Mr. Jsrnme J . Dick Mary A. Holmer Dr. Muzammil H. Saddiqi 
Bishop John Hurst Adams Ms. Gertrude A. Dimke Rev. Keith Houser Mr. Yusef Saleem 
Mr. G_eorge E. Almodovar Rev. Goodwin Douglas Mr. Charles Hunter Dr. John H. Satterwhite 
Dr. Paul Alfo•d Dr. Bruce Dunn Rev. Douglas Ibach Rev. Bryce Shoemaker 
Mr. Gary R. Alston Ms. Penny Eastman Mr. Robert Jaquis Mr. Bert Silver 
Bishop Robert Andrews Dr. Warren Ebinger Dr. Howard Jones Rabbi Matthew H. Simon 
Dr. Robert Armstrong Mr. Herbert A. Fierst Rev. Samuel Kendrich Mr. Bruton Smith 
Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian Mr. Albert P. Folsom Mr. Elton J . Kerness Rev. Cleveland B. Sparrow 
Dr. Y. Babikian Dr. Paul Freed Mr.Steve Kovach Mr. Grant Strong 
Dr. Richard Bailey Dr. Alan D. Fiers Mrs. Audrey Langdon Mr. James Strong 
Mr. Robert Ball Dr. J . A. Gaines Dr. James A. Langley Mr. Charles W. Strotman, Jr. 
Rev. Kenneth Beachboard Dr. Rose Marie Gaines Rev. Clark Lobenstine Dr. Lester Sumrall 
Dr. Michael Berenbaum Mr. Horace Garrett Dr. Neil Macaulay Mr. Paul Edward Tatum 
Dr. Eugene Bertermann Dr. Ronald S. Godwin Rev. Jack McClendon Rev. Rich,ud L. Taylor 
Sarah Birdsong Rabbi Gideon M. Goldenholz Rev. Louis Mccombs Mr. Michael Terzian 
Mr. Herschel Blumberg Mr. Aaron Goldman Dr. Arthur McKay Dr. Abe Van Der Puy 
Mr. Richard Bott Mr. H. Robinson Gowdey Rev. Virgil Megill Mr. Miguel A. Vargas 
Mr. Arthur Braunstein Dr. Robert G. Grant Dr. Billy Melvin Ms. Nancy Wahomick 
Rev. Lee Calhoun Rev. Henry Gregory Rev. Nelson Meringola Rev. Charles Wallace 
Canon Lloyd Casson Mr. Charles W . Green Dr. William L. Miller Jr. Mr. Forrest Warner 
Dr. Earl M. Caudill, Jr. Mr. E. Brandt Gustavson Mr. Marc Mishaan Ms. Betty Warner 
Mr. Dave Cheney Rabbi Joshua Haberman Lillian M. Moir Mr. Fred Watson 
Mr. Bernard Chewning Mr. Robert Harman Mr. Willie Norwich Rabbi Philip H. Weinberg 
Dr. Wade Coggins Ms. Judith Howell Harman Mr. Owen O'Sullivan Mr. Bernard S. White 
Mr. Melvis S. Cohen Rev. Clyde Hargraves Dr. William W . Pennell Bishop J . Floyd Williams 
Dr. Robert A. Cook Rev. Richard H. Harp Dr. D. S. Peterson Rev. Frank L. Williams 
Mr. J . R. Damiani Rev. H. Beecher Hicks Mr. Robert Pittenger Rev. Annie Woodridge 
Rev. Amor Davis Rev. J. Morgan Hodges Mr. Rajee Rashid Elder Felton Wright 




