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Presidential Inaugural
Religious Participation Executive Committee

Dr. Robert Billings, Chairman
Rabbi David Z. Ben-Ami, Vice Chairman
Rev. Nelson Meringola, Vice Chairman

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

The 1981 Inaugural Convocation expresses the American spirit of
religious pluralism personified in the concept: “One Nation Under God.”

This Interfaith Service gives expression to the common ground of all the
great religious traditions that have influenced American life, stressing the
sacredness of human personality, respect for human rights, and the duty of
fraternal cooperation for the common welfare.

This Convocation renews our feeling of dependence on Divine justice
and love for the continual enjoyment of the blessings of American life.
Worshipping as Americans representing diverse faiths and races, we give
expression to the ideals of equality and fraternity - the ideal of charity to all
and malice toward none.

We call attention to the ideals that the Nation holds sacred- ideals that
have gone into the making of the American conscience.

We take spiritual inventory of where the Nation stands in respect to the
fulfillment of its own ideals and traditions. It invites us to a renewal of our
devotion to the highest purposes that have been conceived for American

life and its people.

Dr. David Z. Ben-Ami, Rabbi
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