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MEMORANDUM
THE WHITE HOUSE The President has seen____
WASHINGTON
February 3, 1981
INFORMATION
MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT 0 V(O/Z
FROM: RICHARD ALLEN /Q—V‘/
SUBJECT: Irish Embassy project

The Irish Embassy is delighted to inform the Irish
government that you indeed have an interest in
"tracing your roots." The project will go ahead,
and the Embassy has informed me that it will remain
a private undertaking and that the results will be
presented to you in due course.

I trust this meets with your approval.

cc: Edwin Meese
James A. Bake:












THE WHITE-+JUSE
WASHINGTON

NOTE FOR: DICK ALLEN

The attached was returned in the
President's outbox, and is
forwarded to you for your information.

D

Richard G. Darman
Deputy Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
(X2702)

ccC:



TO:
DATE:
RECOMMENDED BY:

PURPOSE:

BACKGROUND:

THE WHITE HOUSE (
WASHINGTON \‘g

) A\

A’ =

RECOMMENDED TELEPHONE CALL

Senator Edward M. Kennedy
(D-Massachusetts)

Before or during State Visit of Prime
Minister Margaret Thatcher

Max Friedersdorf
Pam Turner

To respond to Senator Kennedy's phone

call to you of February 24, 1981. Senator
Kennedy wants you to discuss the Northern
Ireland situation with Prime Minister Thatcher.

In addition to his phone call, Senator
Kennedy has written you a letter suggesting
that you compliment Prime Minister Thatcher
on the progress she and Prime Minister
Haughey of Ireland are making toward improving
relations between their two countries. He
suggests further that you initiate the idea
of linking a settlement of the conflict in
Northern Ireland to participation by the
Republic of Ireland in defense arrangements
of the Western allies. He thinks the

Irish would be receptive, provided the
settlement involves some form of Irish unity.
Senator Kennedy says he is still trying to
find Ballyporeen on his map of Ireland

and suggests you visit there with him.

The State Department and NSC oppose
Senator Kennedy's initiative and suggest
that you not bring this up with Mrs. Thatcher.

TOPICS OF DISCUSSION:1. You are returning the Senator's call.

Let him outline his pruposals to you,
and mention that you have received his
letter.

2. Thank him for his suggestions on this
sensitive and complex issue. Agree that
the progress toward resolution of this
conflict is encouraging. TBail i uau
are~—in the-procese—at-developing-your
2GR L S IS il O S e M P rer e
and-wi-t take his suggestions under
advisement. Do not commit to discuss this
idea with Mrs. Thatcher.




DATE OF SUBMISSION:

ACTION:

3.

¢ LA

Thank him for the note about Ballyporeen.

February 24, 1981
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EDWARD M. KENNEDY -

MA-'\JSACHUSm . ‘
\ Alnifed Dlafes Denatle

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

Zi

February 13, 1981

7 DECLASSIFIED
Confidgnfigz ’ w )
-~ BBy y-23-2- AN%02
The President A { J 1 tJOJC-g

deme it
The White House RBY pirme TR Y
Washington, D.C. ‘KZZI” ' . /

Dear Mr. President:

I am writing to express my strong hope that you
will raise the issue 0of Northern Ireland when you meet
with Prime Minister Thatcher later this month. She and
Prime Minister Haughey made historic progress last De-
cember in moving together toward improved relations be-
tween their two countries, and it would be very construc-
tive if you were to welcome this progress and to support
continued development of their unique relationship.

I believe it would be especially useful for you to
suggest an initiative linking a settlement of the con-
flict in Northern Ireland to participation by the Re-.
public of Ireland in defense arrangements of the Western
allies. I believe that the Government of Ireland may be
receptive to participating in such defense arrangements
along the lines described in the brief memorandum enclosed.
By suggesting this approach, I think you would make a major
contribution to the goals of peace and security in Ireland

and in Northern Europe -- and to the well-being of NATO as
a whole.

I hope to discuss this matter personally with you,
if possible. You have my best wishes for a successful
meeting with the Prime Minister.

Sincerel
A

Edward M. Kennedy
Attachment

cc: The Honorable ,4645;7 .49£{Ef§¢/ -
Alexander M. Haig, Jr. 222 ‘
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DEFENSE-RELATED INITIATIVE ON NORTHERN IRELAND

FEBRUARY 13, 1981

A. THE PROPOSAL

1. 1In addition to other topics on the agenda for
President Reagan's talks later this month with Prime
Minister Thatcher, the President may wish to pursue an
initiative linking a settlement of the conflict in Northern
Ireland to participation by the Republic of Ireland in

defense arrangements of the Western allies.

2. There is reason to believe that the Government of
Ireland may be receptive to participation in such arrange-
ments, provided that the participation is linked to a
long-term settlement on Northern Ireland involving some

form of Irish unity achieved by the consent of the parties.

3. A possible step along these lines would be a joint
defense arrangement between Ireland and Great Britain. It
is possible that such an arrangement might eventually be

linked to the NATO defense structure.

4. A defense arrangement would be a departure
from Ireland's long-standing policy of neutrality.
Acceptance of some form of Irish unity would be a departure

from Great Britain's long-standing policy on Northern Ireland.



Therefore, the possibility arises that a significant British
action on Northern Ireland might be accompanied by a significant

Irish action on defense.

5. An initiative from the United States is appropriate
at this time, because of the highly successful outcome of
thelmeeting in Dublin last December between Prime Minister
Thatcher and Prime Minister Haughey of Ireland. That meeting
pledged increased contacts and cooperation between the two

nations on all issues.

B. Suggested Talking Points for President Reagan's Conversation

with Prime Minister Thatcher.

1. It would be of great importance to our common defense
interests 1f the Republic of Ireland can be brought into Wes-

tern defense arrangements.

2. I have reason to believe that Ireland may be prepared
to consider such defense arrangements as part of an acceptable

settlement on Northern Ireland.

3. I realize the sensitivity of the Northern Ireland
issue, and I also realize the complexity in moving toward

a settlement that involves some form of Irish unity.
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4. The United States stands ready in every possible
way to facilitate a settlement on Northern Ireland satis-

factory to the parties.

5. 1If Irish participation in joint defense arrangements

can become part of a future settlement on Northern Ireland,

I would welcome it.




