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WASHINGTON

INFORMATION March 17, 1981

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT

FROM: RICHARD V. ALLENW

SUBJECT: Additional Information On Your Tuesday
Lunch at the Irish Embassy

Irish Ambassador Sean Donlon has given me the essentials of
the scenario he and his Embassy colleagues plan to follow
for your Tuesday, March 17 lunch; they look 1like this:

—-- The lunch will precede the ceremonies;

-- Ambassador Donlon will present the traditional
shamrock to you near the conclusion of the dessert
course;

-- He will present at the same time the Reagan family
tree done on vellum;

-- Following these presentations, there will be the
exchange of toasts.

During the presentations and the toasts a pool of 16 reporters
(11 American and 5 Irish) will be admitted to the dining room
for appropriate coverage.

To give you some idea of the luncheon participants, I attach
a copy of the guest list as the TIrish have communicated it to
us (Tab A).

NB. I have received late word that Irish Prime Minister
Charles Haughey may try placing a call to you at some point
in the course of the luncheon, simply to wish you a Happy
St. Paddy's Day and to express the hope that you will soon
be able to visit his country.

cc: Ed Meese
James Baker .
Deputy Secretary of State Clatk



Irish Ambassador's Luncheon
March 17, 1981

Guest List

Ambassador Sean Donlon (host)
Mrs. Donlon (hostess)

Administration

The President

Secretary Haig

Treasury Secretary Regan

Mr. Richard Allen

Mr. Charles Tyson

Ambassador Lawrence Eagleburger
Presidential party of 7 other persons

US cCongress

Speaker O'Neill

Senator Edward Kennedy

Senator Daniel P. Moynihan (not yet confirmed)
Rep. Margaret Heckler (R. Mass.)

Rep. Charles Dougherty (R. Penn.)

Irish Government

Finance Minister Gene Fitzgerald
Mrs. Fitzgerald

Diplomatic Corps

The Ambassador of the Netherlands,
H.E. Dr. Jan Hendrik Lubbers
(The Dutch currently hold the Presidency of the EC Council)

Clergy

Archbishop James Hickey
Father Morris Fox

Journalists

Miss Mary McGrory - "Washington Star"
Mr. Ben Bradlee - "Washington Post"
Mr. Michael O'Neill - "New York Daily News"

Mr. John Grimes - "The Irish World" (alternate)

£y
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Private Sector

Mr. A.W.B. Vincent - President of the American-Irish
Foundation

Mr. William Battle - President of the Irish-American
Chamber of Commerce

Dr. Eoin McKiernan - President of the Irish-American
Cultural Institute

Mr. William McManus - Treasurer of the Republican National
Committee

Mr. Edward McDermott - Partner in the Law Firm of Hagan
and Hartson

Mr. John P. Cosgrove

Mr. Don Carroll - Former Governor of the Bank of Ireland

Judge James Comerford (not yet confirmed)
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March 16, 1981 hw?#/) %;ﬁbﬂ
INFORMATION W M/b

MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD V. ALLEN luwk Fyt;d&uﬂ
FROM: CHARLES P. TYSON 9@6 ¢ WM W
SUBJECT: Irish Prime Minister Haughey's Telephone ”

Call to the President Prior to Tomorrow's

Luncheon

Please be aware that the Irish Prime Minister will be calling
the President shortly after his arrival at the luncheon
tomorrow, simply to convey his greetings on St. Patrick's

Day and to express his hope that the President will soon be
able to visit Ireland.

You may want to ensure that you are present when the call
comes in.
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ACTION March 16, 1981

MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD V. ALLEN
THROUGH: CHARLES P. TYSON Cﬁéz

4
55

FROM: JAMES M. RENTSCHLER

SUBJECT : Additional Information on Tomorrow's
Tunch with the Irish

In addition to the package we earlier sent you in preparation
for the President's lunch at the Irish Embassy tomorrow, I
provide some follow-up info from State (Tab II). I have
boiled the essentials into a short memo (Tab I) which you may
want to share with the President (it could be appended as an

additional tab if the earlier package has not yet gone forward).

RECOMMENDATION:

That you sign the memo to the President at Tab I.

Approve v’ 3//7 /(F/

As Amended

cc: Allen Lenz P
Phyllis Kaminsky ‘D#A/W~
e
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DEGumewiris March 14, 1981

' 12548
?‘E&@iﬁf@l‘“/g//y - %/EMORANDUM FOR MR. RICHARD V. ALLEN
enmn ryamm Y ¢ THE WHITE HOUSE
oy (@7 bR

Subject: Scenario and Guest List for the President's
Luncheon with Irish Ambassador Sean Donlon,
Tuesday, March 17, 1981

The Irish Embassy has provided us addditional details
concerning the scenario for Ambassador Sean Donlon's
St. Patrick's Day luncheon in honor of the President. Their
current plans are for the Ambassador to present the ceremonial
shamrock to the President, along with the Reagan Irish family
tree done on vellum, just prior to the exchange of toasts. At
that time, a pool of 16 reporters (11 American, 5 Irish) would
be admitted to the dining room for press coverage. We
understand a definitive luncheon scenario is being coordinated
between the Embassy and Mr. Tyson at the White House.

The Embassy has also provided us the luncheon guest list
(attached) .

L. Paul Bremer, III
Executive Secretary

Attachment:

Guest List.
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PAGE 1 = 357 SITUATION LISTING DATE 07/29/81//210
SITUATIONS CHECK
SUBJECT CATAGORY: LIST
MESSAGE / ANNDTATIONG

MESSAgEé .
HCE65: 5o
STU3017 EC%AS&%EF?EQ
OF RUFHS MLRR -/ 2540

gi Ruggaa #2936/01 1961510 /ﬂ p
Y S388S 771K na A ED L VAT {l

0 1515087 JuL 81 ZFF=é BY £ WARADA tCa

FM AMEMBASSY DUBLIN

TO RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHOC IMMEDIATE 7058

INFD RUEHLD/AMEMBASSY LINDON 3433

ZEN/AMCONSUL BELFAST PUUCH

BT

ng S E T SECTION O 3IF Q2 duBLIN 02936

NOFORN

EoDe 120657 RDS=1 7/15/21 (RUSHING, CHARLES E,) 0OR=M
TAGS3; PEPR, PINS, PINTs EI, UX

SUBJECT: GOI APPEAL TO PRESIDENT REAGAN ON H=BLDCK ISSUE
REFY A) DUBLIN 2925; B) DUBLIN 2899

1e #=ENTIRE TEXT,

2y SUMMARY, FRIME MIMNISTER FITZGERALD'S DIPLOMATIC
ARDVISOR TOLD US LATE JULY 14 THAT THE H»BLOCK PROBLEM)

IF NOT RESCLVED SO0N, CJULD HAVE SERIpUS CoNSEQUENCES

NOT ONLY FOR IRELAND==NARTH AND SOUTH=-=BUT fFOR ANGLOe
IRISH RELATIQONS, HE SAID THAT THE G311 HAS DnNE EVERYTHING
POSSIBLE TO CONVINCE THE UKG OF THE SERIDUSNMESS DOF THE
SITUATION AND THAT THE IRISH ARE NOW TURNING TD THE
PRESIDENT IN THE HOPE HE £AN MAKE BRITISH pRIME MINISTER
THATCHER UNDERSTAND THE GRAVITY OF THE PROB[EM, WE
BELIEVE THE 6D1'S CONCERN IS COMPLETELY SINCERE BUT
CLOSELY RELATED TO ITS SHAKY HOLD oM pOWER, END SUMMARY,
3, EMBOFF WAS TDLD EVENING OF JULY 14 BY MIcHAEL LILLIS
(PROTECT ABSCLUTELY)s DIPLOMATIC ADYISOR TO RRIME
MINISTER FITZGERALD, THAT THE GOI wlULD BE APPEALING

THAT DAY FOR PRESIDENT REAGAN!'S INTERVENTIOM WITH BRITISH
PRIME MINISTER THATCHER DN THE H=BL7CK PROBLEM (REF=A),
STRESSING THAT HE WAS SPEAKING IN STRICTEST CONFIDENCE,
LILLIS THEN QUTLINED CUNSIDERATIOMS WHICH prOMPTED GOI
MOVE ,

4y LILLIS SAID THE GO 1S CONVINCED THE UKG COULD HAVE
RESOLVED THE ISSUE WITHIUT SACRIFICFE nF PRINCIPLE IF IT
HAD RESPONDED WITH A GREATER SENSE OF URGENCY TO THE
PROPOSALS 0OF THE IRISH COMMISSION FOR JUSTICE AND PEACE,
THE GUI ALSO BELIEVES THAT EACH SUCCESSIVE HUNGER STRIKE
DEATH WILL RENEFIT ONLY THE PROVISIONAL IRA, WILL DEEPEN

SENSITIVE
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SENSITIVE
PAGE 1 = 358 SITUATION LISTING DATE 07/29/8B1//210
SITUATIONS CHECK
SUBRJECT CATAGODRY] L1sT

MESSAGE / ANNDTATION:

DIVISIONS IM THE NORTH AND INCREASE INSTABILITY IN THE
SNUTHy  FINALLYs LILLIS SAID THAT THE IMMINENT DEATH 0OF
HUNGER=STRIKER KIERAN DIHERTYs ELECTER TO THE DAIL JUNE
1ls WOULD NECESSITATE A BY=ELECTINN “IN AN ATMOSPHERE
WHICH PROBABLY WOULD BE REMINISCENT OF THE y{RST DAYS

QF THE JRISHM CIVIL WAR" (SEE PARA 2+ REF R), HE
ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THE FITZGERALD GOVERNMENT IS ACUTELY
AWARE OF I1TS THIN MARGIM OF PARLIAMENTARY SuPPORT AND
NATURALLY AMXIDUS TOD AVIID ANY BY=ELEGTION, HE INSISTED:
HOWEVER, THAT THE GDI 1S FAR MORE WORRIED ARQDUT THE
CéRCU$STANCES OQF THIS SPECIFIC BY=ELECTION THAN THE
RESULT,

5, EMBOFF pOLITELY QUESTIONED SEVERAL OF LILLIS!S
PREMISES, HE NDTED THAT PURLIC REACTION HERE TD THE

MOST RECENT HUNGER STRIKE DEATHS HAS BEEN MINIMAL, HE
ASSUMED THAT THE WRIT MAVING A BY=ELECTION IN CAVAN=
MONAGHAN TOOKWERTY!'S CONSTITUENCY) WOULD PRrnABLY BE MADE
ONLY DURING THE DCTDBER DAIL SESSION, THUS PROVIDING

SOME TIME T0 RESOLVE THE HeBLOCK PROBLEM, HE 0OBSERVED
THAT He=BLOCK SUPPORTERS HAD SCATHINGLY ATTACKED THE QUT-
GDING FIAMNA FAIL GNVERNMENT FOR ITS HANRLING 0OF THE
ISSUE AND THAT THE CDALITION GOVERMNMENT HApD BEEN WORKING
ENERGETICALLY 0ON THE SUBJECT SINCE ITS FIRST DAY IN
OFFICE, EMBOFF WONDERED THEREFORE WHETHER ANY PARTY
POLITICAL ADVANTAGE CDYLD BE SOUGHT OR EXPECTED BY EITHER
FIANNA FAIL DR FIMNE GAEL, FIMALLY HE OPINgn THAT EITHER
FIANNA FAIL OR PIME GAEL tAS OPPOSEDR 70O ANQTHER HUNGER
STRIKER) WOULD LIKELY WIN THE BY=ELECTION (AN QPINION
SHARED BY DTHER OBSERVERS HERE); A FIANNA FAIL VICTORY
WOULD PUT IT WITHIN ONE SEAT OF THE COMBINEn FINE GAEL/
LABOR TOTAL BUT FIANNA FAIL!S OWN LACK OF SUCCESS IN
MOVING THE UKG DN THE HeBUDCKS WOULD HARDLY ENABLE IT TO
TOPPLE THE CDALITION OVER THAT ISSUE,

6y LILLIS CONCEDRED THE VALIDITY OF THE ABOyE PLINTS AND
SAID THE GUVERNMENT 1S SEEIMG THINGS A BIT pESSIMISTICAL=
LY AT THE MDMENY, NONETHELESS, HE REe

PEATED, THE GOI IS MUCH MORE CONCERNER ABDUT A DETERIDR=
ATING ATMOSPHERE THAN JT IS ABQ0UT LDSING A cAVAN=MONAGHAN
BY-ELECTION, HE ASSERTED THAT UKG RIGIDITY ON THE H=BL0OCK
QUESTION Y35 FOSTERING A GROWING ANTI=BRITISH FEELING IN
THE REPUBLIC EVFN THOUGH AUTWARD MANIPESTATIONS THEREDF
ARE NUT AT PRESENT AS DRAMATIC AS DURING THE AFTERMATH

OF BOBBY SANDS!'S DEATH. HE ADDED THAT PEQP[E ARE "MAKING
UP THEIR MINDS NOW" ABUJT THE PRUBLEM AND WILL, BLAME THE
CURRENT GNI FOR LACK OF SUCCESS IN PUSHING ppoR A SOLUTION
==NOT THE PREVIDUS FIANNA FAIL REGIME FOR pAST LACK OF

SENSITIVE
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PAGE 1 = 355 SITUATION LISTING DATE 07/29/81//210

SITUATIONS CHECK
SUBJECT CATAGDRY?D LIST

MESSAGE / ANNRTATIOH:

MESSAGE?
MCE65H
STU3019
00 RYEHC
DE RUFHDB #2926/02 1961518
ZNY S35SS Z1ZH
0 1512087 JUL Bl ZFF=4
FM AMEMBASSY DUBLIN
TO RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDL IMMEDIATE 7089
INFO RUEHLD/AMEMBASSY LINDOM 3434

SUCCESS, THE TEMPTATION FOR BOTH PARTIES 1o FOCUS ON

THE HeBLOCK ISSUE DURINS A CAVAN=MONAGHAN pye=ELECTION
WOULD THUS BE OVERWHELMING #ITH RESULYANT sAD=FEELING BE=
TWEEN THEM, BETWEEN BOTH AND THE UKG AND BETWEEM THE

IRISH ELECTORATE AND BRITAIN, ANGLO-IRISH RELATIONS COULD
BE BADLY DAMAGED IN THE PRQOCESS,

7o LILLIS CONCLUDED BY SAYING THAT THE GOI “AD DONE
EVERYTHING IT COULD TD CONVINCE THE UKG OF THE SERIQUS-
NESS OF THIS SITUATICN, THE IRISH WERE NOw TURNING TOD

THE PRESIDENT IN THE HOPE THAT HE (JULD MAKE MRS,THATCHER
UNDERSTAND THE GRAVITY JF THE PROBLEM NOT OnLY FOR IRELAND,
NORTH AND SOUTH, BUT ALSO FOR ANGLO=IRISH RELATIONS,

8, COMMENT, WE BELIEVE THE GII'S CONCERN 15 ENTIRELY
SINCERE BUT THAT IT IS ALSD CLOSELY RELATED TO ITS

SHAKY HOLD oN POWER, AT IS DIFFICULT TO FORECAST HOW
INTENSE THE PUBLIC MUOD HERE WILL BE SHOULD KIERAN DOHERTY
DIE, IT IS EQUALLY DIFFICULT T2 KNOW WHETHER FIANNA FAIL
WILL SEEK TO MAKE POLITICAL CAPITAL QUT DF A PROBLEM IT
COULD NOT ITSELF RESQLVE, EVEN WITHOUT DOIMG SO, FIANNA
FAIL WOULD PROBABLY BE FAVORED TO WIN THE SEAT AND

FURTHER REDUCE THE COALITION GOVERNMENT'S TINY WORKING
MAJORITY IN THE DAIL, AS OF NOWs, HOWEVER, WE WOULD NOT
EXPECT THE FITZGERALD REGIME TO FALL (IF IT FALLS) ON THE
H=BLDCK ISSUE, NONETHELESS, IF THE CoALITInN CAN HELP

TO MOVE THAT ISSUE TD A QUICK RESOLUTION IT WOULD MAKE A
CAVANTMIONAGHAN By=ELECTION UNNECESSARY==AND WOULD BENEFIT
THE GUVERNMENT IN ANY EARLY ELECTION CONTExT, MORE
IMPORTANTLY, OF CDURSEs IT wOULD HEAL A FESTERING

WOUND AND BENEFIT ANGLE=IRISH RELATIOMS. RUSHING

BT :

SENSITIVE
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ke July 15, 1981

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. RICHARD V. ALLEN
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: Contingency Press Guidance on Irish Prime Minister
FitzGerald's July 14 Letter to the President

Attached for NSC clearance 1is contingency press guidance
for the Department spokesman's use in replying to guestions
concerning Prime Minister FitzGerald's July 14 letter to the

President on Northern Ireland.

Paul Bremer, III
Xecutive Secretary

Attachment:

Contingency Press Guidance.

\egbs 7)/%8/87



(Entire text)

PRESS GUIDANCE (If Asked)

LETTER FROM IRISH PRIME MINISTER FITZGERALD
ON NORTHERN IRELAND

Q: Can you confirm press reports that the President received a
letter yesterday from Irish Prime Minister FitzGerald on
Northern Ireland?

A: The President did receive such a letter.

O

Can you comment on the content of the Prime Minister's
letter?

A We do not comment on the substance of what we regard
as private diplomatic correspondence. I can say only
that the President will be replying to the letter
shortly.

Q: What is the US Government's position on the Northern Ireland
hunger strike?

A: Throughout the period of the hunger strike, we have
made clear our regret at the deaths it has brought
about, including of those persons innocently caught up
in the violence it has engendered. The recent deaths
of Mr. Martin Hurson and Mr. Joseph McDonnell were all
the more tragic at a time when it appeared a way might
be found to resolve this issue. We sincerely hope
that the hunger strike can be brought to a peaceful
conclusion and that there can be an end to the

violence in Northern Ireland.

»

\\Gjés NI /87\__



Q:

o
B

There are six other hunger strikers at the Maze Prison.
Does the United States plan to intervene with the British
Government to prevent them from dying?

Q: While we do not intend to intervene in the current
situation in Northern Ireland, both the President's
personal feelings and this country's policy, as
outlined in the President's March 17 statement, are
well known.

What is that policy?

: We will continue to urge the parties to come together
for a just and peaceful solution, and we will continue
to condemn all acts of terrorism and violence. The
President has also called on all Americans to gquestion
closely any appeal for financial or other aid from
groups involved in the Northern Ireland conflict to
ensure that contributions do not end up in the hands
of those who perpetuate violence, either directly or
indirectly.

In his March 17 statement, President Reagan offered the

"good offices of the US" to help bring peace to Northern

Ireland. Does this mean the US intends to assume a role as

mediator in the conflict?

Az No. The statement means that the US is prepared to

support in any way possible a just and peaceful

solution to the conflict.

>
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