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SUBJEC T: PRESIDENT ' S MARCH 17 ST ATEMENT ON NORTHERN IREL AN D 

FOLLOWING IS TE XT OF PRESIDE NT RE AGAN ' S MARCH 17 , 1982 
ST ATEMENT ON NORTHERN IREL AN D WHICH WA S RELE ASED BY THE 
WHITE HOUSE TODAY : 

BEGIN TEXT. 

ST . P ATR IC K' S DA Y REMI NDS US OF THE POWER OF JO Y. IT IS A 
DAY WHE N SPIRITS ARE LIFTED , WHEN MILLIONS JOIN TOGETHER IN 
FR I E NDSHI P , WHEN STR AN GERS GREET EACH OTHER WI TH AFFECTION. 

THE SPELL CAST ON US BY A SMALL ISL AND 3 , 000 MILES AWAY 
BEG AN MORE TH A; A CENTURY AGO WHEN IRISH IMMIGR ANTS FIRST 
C AME TO THIS LAND -- IMMIGR ANTS WHOSE S WEAT AND L ABOR BUILT 
OUR ECONO MY, WHOSE HEARTS AND MINDS SH APED OUR LITERAR Y AN D 
INTELLECTU AL HISTORY , WHOSE SMILES AND MIRTH GAVE US THE 
GIFT OF L AU GHTER, WHOSE CONSCIENCE AN D SPIRITU ALITY REMIND­
ED US OF THE IMPORTANCE OF RELIGIOUS F AITH IN OUR LIVES . 

TODAY ALL AMERICANS -- OF IRISH DESCENT AN D HONOR ARY IRISH 

MESSAGE ~ONTINUED): 

DESCENT -- CELEBRATE ONE OF THE HAPPIEST DAY S OF THE YE AR 
IN OUR COUN TR Y -- A DAY MARKED BY PE ACE , FRIENDSHIP AND 

HAR MONY. 

YET TOD AY OUR THOUGHTS CANNOT BE ENTIRELY JO YFUL -- WE WHO 
OWE SO MUCH TO THE " LAND ACROSS THE IRISH SEA" CANNOT HELP 
BUT REFLECT ON A TR AGIC IRONY : NORTHERN IRELAND IS 
TROUBLED BY CONFLICT AND VIOLENCE . WE IN AMERICA WHO OWE 
SO MUCH TO OUR KINSMEN OF BOTH IRISH AND BRITISH HERIT AGE , 
PROTESTANT AND CATHOLIC ALIKE, CAN NEVER BE INDIFFERENT TO 
THE PROBLEM OF VIOLENCE IN NORTHERN IRELAND. THAT IS WHY 
WE SEE K TO CONTRIBUTE IN ANY WA Y WE CAN TO A LASTING, 
PE ACEFUL SOLUTION THAT WILL BRING TO AN END YE ARS OF CON­
FLICT AN D VIOLENCE . 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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THE T WEL VE MONTHS SINCE L AST ST. P ATRIC K'S DAY HAV E BROUGHT 
BOTH HOPE AND SORROW IN NORTHERN IREL AND. THERE HAVE BEEN 
GROUNDS FOR OPTIMISM FOR THE FUTURE . THE LE VEL OF VIOLE NCE 
CO NTINUED ITS GENER ALL Y DO WNWA RD TREND . IN THIS COUNTR Y, 
U.S . L AW ENFORCEMENT AUTHORITIES CONFISC ATED A L ARGE 
NUMBER OF WE APO NS INT ENDED FOR TERRORIST HANDS IN IREL AND . 
PERH APS MOST I MPORT ANT DESPITE THE SORROWS OF THE P AST 
YE AR, THERE ARE SIGNS THAT THE CLIMATE HAS IMPRO VED FOR 
MODERATE POLITICAL SOLUTIONS . 

WE WILL CONTINUE TO STAND BY OUR POLICY -- TO URGE THE 
PARTIES IN NORTHERN IRELAND TO COME TOGETHER FOR A JUST 
SOLUTION AND TO CONDEMN ALL ACTS OF TERRORISM AND VIOLENCE . 
WE BELIE VE A L ASTING SOLUTION CAN BE FOUND ONLY THROUGH A 
PROCESS OF RECONCILI ATION BETWEEN THE TWO TR ADITIONS IN 
NORTHERN IREL AND AND BETWEEN BRITAIN AND IREL AND . WE 
ENCOURAGE AND APPL AUD SUCH EFFORTS. WE P ARTICUL ARL Y WEL­
COME THE BRITISH AND IRISH GOVERNMENTS ' WIDENING OF THE 
FR AMEWOR K OF T HEIR COOPERATION TO THIS END . 

BUT AS MU CH AS WE WISH FOR A JUST AN D PE ACEFUL SETTLEMENT , 
WE I N THE UNITED ST ATES CANNOT CH ART A COURSE FOR THE 
PEOPLE OF NORTHERN IREL AND . IF SOLUTIONS ARE TO ENDURE , 
THE Y MUST COME FROM THE PEOPLE THEMSEL VES. 

WE STAND UNALTER ABL Y OPPOSED TO THE FORCES OF VIOLENCE 
AN D DISCORD IN NORTHERN IRELAND , WHICH OBSTRUCT THE PRO CESS 
OF RECO NCILI ATION SO NECESSARY TO PE ACE . THOSE WHO 

MESS AGE (CONTI NU ED) : 

ADVOCATE VIOLE NC E OR ENG AGE ~~N TERRORIS M WILL HA VE NO 
WELCOME IN T HE UNITED STATES . 

LAST YE AR, I CALLED ON ALL AMERIC ANS TO QUESTION CLOSELY 
AN Y APPE AL FOR FINANCI AL OR OTHER AID FROM GROUPS 
INVOLVED I N THE NORTHERN IREL AND CO NFLICT TO ENSURE THAT 
CONTRIBUTIONS DO NOT END UP IN THE HANDS OF THOSE WHO 

PERPETU ATE VIOLENCE , EITHER DIRECTL Y OR INDIRECTLY. TODAY , 
I RENE W TH AT REQUEST . CONTINUED VIOLENCE , EVEN BY A 
MISGUIDED FE W, CAN ONLY FRUSTR ATE THE DESIRE FOR PE ACE OF 
THE OVER WHELMING MAJORITY OF THE ENTIRE COMMUNITY OF 
NORTHERN IRELAND. 

AS WE LOO K TO THE FUTURE , WE CAN BE PROUD TH AT THE UNITED 
ST ATES ALRE ADY IS MAKING AN IMPORTANT CONTRIBUTION TOWARD 
ECONOMIC AN D SOCIAL PROGRESS IN NORTHERN IRELAND. WE ARE 
PROUD OF OUR ROLE IN STRENGTHENING THE IRISH ECONOMY . 
THERE ARE 37 AMERICAN COMP ANIES WITH MANUFACTURING PLANTS 
IN NORTHERN IRELAND , REPRESENTING MORE TH AN A BILLION 
DOLLARS OF INVESTMENT , WITH A POTENTI AL EMPLO YMENT OF 
ABOUT 25 , 0 0 0 PEOPLE , A SIGNIFICANT PORTION OF THE MANU­
FACTURING WOR K FORCE IN NORTHERN IRELAND . THIS IN VESTMENT 
BY AMERIC AN INDUSTR Y SHOWS A CLEAR COMMITMENT TO A FUTURE 
BASED ON PE ACE AND WELL-BEING FOR THE PEOPLE WHO LIVE IN 
NORTHERN IRELAND. 

THIS ADMINISTRATION WILL MAINT AIN THE U. S. COMMITMENT, IN 
THE CONTEXT OF A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT IN NORTHERN IRELAND, 
TO FACILIT ATE GROWTH OF ADDITION AL JOB-CREATING INVESTMENT 
-- INVESTMENT THAT WILL BENEFIT ALL THE PEOPLE IN NORTHERN 
IRELAND . IN THE MEANTIME , WE ENCOURAGE THE AMERICAN 
PRIVATE SECTOR TO CONTINUE TO ASSIST IN CRE ATING MORE JOB 
OPPORTUNITIES IN NORTHERN IREL AND . 

IN AFFIR MI NG THESE PRINCIPLES OF OUR POLICY TOWARD NORTHERN 
IRELAND, I WISH TO ADD MY APPRECIATION AND SUPPORT FOR THE 
MAN Y TRUE FRIENDS OF IREL AND IN THIS COUNTRY , IN THE 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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CONGRESS AN D AMONG THE PUBLIC , WHO CONTINUE TO SPE AK OUT 
AGAI NST VIOLENCE AND IN SUPPORT OF PE ACE AND RECONCILI A­
TION . THEIR EFFORTS ARE AMONG THE MOST IMPORT ANT CONTRIBU­
TIONS TO THE CAUSE OF PE ACE IN NORTHERN IREL AN D, AND I JOI N 
THEM IN THE PR AY ER TH AT OUR HOPES WILL SOON BE REALIZED . 
IT IS BY ASSISTING IN COMMERCI AL DEVELOPMENT , COMBATING 

MESSAGE ~ONTI NUEDj 

TERRORISM AND ENCOUR AGING THE PROCESS OF PE ACEFUL RECONCIL­
I AT ION TH AT WE IN AMERICA CAN DO OUR PART TO BRING PE ACE 
TO NORTHERN IRELAND. 

END TE XT. HAIG 

SECST ATE WASHDC 0728 DTG : 1718142 MAR 82 PSN : 000823 
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SUBJECT : PRESIDENT ' S ST. P ATRIC K'S DAY ST ATEMENT (CORRECTED 
TEXT) 

1. FOLLOWING IS TE XT OF PRESIDENT RE AGAN ' S ST. P ATRICK'S DAY 
ST ATEMENT , RELEASED BY THE WHITE HOUSE ON MARCH 17. 

2 . BEGI N TEXT : 

---- ST. PATRICK ' S DAY REMINDS US OF THE POWER OF JO Y. IT 
IS A DAY WHEN SPIRITS ARE LIFTED, WHEN MILLIONS JOIN 
TOGETHER IN FRIENDSHIP , WHEN STRANGERS GREET E ACH OTHER 
WI TH AFFECTION. 

THE SPELL CAST ON US BY A SMALL - ISL AN D 3 , 000 MILES AWAY 
BEGAN MORE TH AN A CENTURY AGO WHEN IRISH IMMIGR ANT S FIRST 
CAME TO THIS LAND - - IMMIGR AN TS WHOSE S WEA T AND L AB OR 
BUILT OUR ECONO ; Y, WHOSE HE ARTS AN D MINDS SHAPED OUR LITER­
ARY AN D INTELLECTUAL HISTORY , WHOSE SMILES AN D MIRTH GAVE 
US THE GIFT OF LAUGHTER , WHOSE CONSCIENCE AN D SPIRITUALITY 

MESSAGE ~ONTI NUEDI 

REMINDED US OF THE IMPORTANCE OF RELIGIOUS FAITH IN OUR 
LIVES . 

---- TOD AY ALL AMERICANS -- OF IRISH DESCENT AN D HONORARY 
IRISH DESCENT -- CELEBRATE ONE OF THE HAPPIEST DAYS OF 
THE YEAR IN OUR COUNTRY -- A DAY MAR KE D BY PEACE, 
FRIENDSHIP AN D HARMONY. 

---- YET TOD AY OUR THOUGHTS CANNOT BE ENTIRELY JOYFUL 
WE WHO OWE SO MUCH TO THE " LAND ACROSS THE IRISH SEA " 
CANN OT HELP BUT REFLECT ON A TRAGIC IRONY : NORTHERN 
IREL AN D IS TROUBLED BY CONFLICT AN D VIOLENCE . WE IN 
AMERICA WHO OWE SO MUCH TO OUR KINSMEN OF BOTH IRISH 
AN D BRITISH HERIT AGE, PROTESTANT AND CATHOLIC ALIKE, 
CAN NEVER BE INDIFFERENT TO THE PROBLEM OF VIOLENCE 
IN NORTHERN IRELAND . TH AT IS WHY WE SEE K TO CONTRIBUTE 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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IN ANY WAY WE CAN TO A L ASTING , PE ACEFUL SOLUTION TH AT 
WILL BRING TO AN END YEARS OF CONFLICT AND VIOLENCE . 

THE TWELVE MONTHS SINCE L AST ST. P ATRIC K' S DAY 
HAVE BROUGHT BOTH HOPE AND SORRO W IN NORTHERN IREL AND. 
THERE HAVE BEEN GROUNDS FOR OPTIMISM FOR THE FUTURE . 
THE LE VEL OF VIOLENCE CONTINUED ITS GENER ALL Y DO WNWARD 
TREND . IN THIS COUNTR Y, US L AW ENFORCE MENT AUTHORITIES 
CONFISC ATED A LARGE NUMBER OF WE APONS INTENDED FOR 
TERRORIST HANDS IN IREL AND. PERH APS MOST IMPOR TA NT 
DESPITE THE SORROWS OF THE PAST YE AR, THERE ARE 
SIGNS TH AT THE CLIMATE HAS IMPROVED FOR MODER ATE 
POLITIC AL SOLUTIONS . 

---- WE WILL CONTINUE TO STAND BY OUR POLIC Y -- TO URGE 
THE P ARTIES IN NORTHERN IREL AN D TO COME TOGETHER FOR A 
JUST SOLUTION AND TO CONDEMN ALL ACTS OF TERRORISM 
AND VIOLENCE . WE BELIEVE A L ASTING SOLUTION CAN BE FOUND 
ONL Y THROUGH A PROCESS OF RECONCILI ATION BET WEEN THE 
TWO TR ADITIONS IN NORTHERN IREL AN D AND BET WEEN BRITAIN 
AND IREL AND . WE ENCOUR AGE AND APPL AUD SUCH EFFORTS. 
WE P ARTICUL ARLY WELCOME THE BRITISH AND IRISH 
GOVERNMENTS ' WIDENI NG OF THE FR AMEWORK OF THEIR 
COOPER ATION TO THIS END. 

---- BUT AS MUCH AS WE WISH FOR A JUST AND PE ACEFUL 
SETTLE ME NT, WE IN THE UNITED ST ATES CANN OT CH ART A COURSE 
FOR THE PE OPLE OF NORTHERN IREL AN D. IF SOLUTIONS ARE TO 

MESS AGE ~O NTI NUED): 

ENDURE , THE Y MU ST COME FROM THE PEOPLE THEMSELVES . 

---- WE ST AN D UN ALTER ABLY OPPOSED TO THE FORCES OF 
VIOLENCE AN D DISCORD IN NORTHERN IRELAND , WHICH 
OBSTRUCT THE PROCESS OF RECONCILI ATION SO NECESS ARY 
TO PEACE . THOS~ WHO ADVOC ATE VJOLENC . OR ' ENG AGE IN 
TERRORIS M WILL HAVE NO WELCOME IN THE UNI.TED ST ATES . 

---- L AST YEAR , I C ALLED ON ALL AMERICANS TO QUESTION 
CLOSEL Y ANY APPEAL FOR FINANCIAL OR OTHER AID FROM GROUPS 
INVOL VED IN THE NORTHERN IRELAND CONFLICT TO ENSURE TH AT 
CONTRIBUTIONS DO NOT END UP IN THE HANDS OF THOSE WHO 
PERPETU ATE VIOLENCE , EITHER DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY . 
TODAY , I RENEW THAT REQUEST . CONTINUED VIOLENCE , 
EVEN BY A MISGUIDED FE W, CAN ONLY . FRUSTR ATE THE DESIRE 
FOR PE ACE OF THE OVER WHELMING MAJORITY OF THE ENTIRE 
COMMUNIT Y OF NORTHERN IRELAND . 

---- AS WE LOO K TO THE FUTURE , WE CAN BE PROUD THAT THE 
UNITED ST ATES ALREADY IS MA KING AN IMPORT ANT CONTRIBU­
TION TO WA RD ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL PROGRESS IN IREL AND. 
WE ARE PROUD OF OUR ROLE IN STRENGTHENING THE IRISH 
ECONOMY . THERE ARE OVER 300 AMERIC AN COMP ANIES WITH 
MANUF ACTURING PL ANTS IN IRELAND. THIS INVESTME NT BY 
AMERICAN INDUSTRY SHOWS A CLEAR COMMITMENT TO A FUTURE 
BASED ON PEACE AND WELL-BEING FOR THE PEOPLE WHO LIVE 
IN IREL AND , NORTH AND SOUTH. 

---- THIS ADMINISTRATION WILL MAINTAIN THE US COMMITMENT 
TO FACILITATE GROWTH OF ADDITION AL JOB-CRE ATING 
INVESTMENT -- INVESTMENT TH AT WILL BENEFIT ALL THE 
PEOPLE OF IREL AND. IN THE ME ANTIME, WE ENCOUR AGE THE 
AMERIC AN PRIVATE SECTOR TO CONTINUE TO ASSIST IN 
CRE ATING MORE JOB OPPORTUNITIES IN IREL AND. 

---- IN AFFIRMING THESE PRINCIPLES OF OUR POLIC Y TOWARD 
NORTHERN IRELAND , I WISH TO ADD MY APPRECI ATION AND 
SUPPORT FOR THE MANY TRUE FRIENDS OF IREL AND IN THIS 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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COU NTR Y, IN THE CONGRESS AND AMONG THE PUBLIC , WHO 
CONTINUE TO SPE AK OUT AG AINST VIOLENCE AND IN SUPPORT 
OF PEACE AND RECONCILI ATION . THEIR EFFORTS ARE AMONG 
THE MOST I MPORT ANT CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE CAUSE OF PE ACE 
IN NORTHERN IREL AND , AND I JOIN THEM IN THE PR AY ER TH AT 
OUR HOPES WILL SOON BE REALIZED . IT IS BY ASSISTING 

MESSAGE ~ONTINUED) : 

IN COMMERCI AL DEVELOPMENT, COMBATING TERRORISM AND 
ENCOUR AGING THE PROCESS OF PE ACEFUL RECONCILI ATION 
THAT WE IN AMERICA CAN DO OUR PART TO BRING PEACE TO 
NORTHER N IREL AND . 

END TE XT. 
STOESSEL 

SECST ATE WASHDC 1442 DTG : 18 0 2312 MAR 82 PSN : 001487 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHING T ON 

April 9, 1982 

Dear Jim, 

Thank you for your message of 2 April outlining your plans 
for a framework of self government for Northern Ireland. 
It is clear that a great deal of thought has gone into 
your proposals. I applaud your decision to take positive 
steps to tackle the difficult problems of Northern Ireland. 
As you know, our policy is that a solution must come from 
the people of Northern Ireland themselves, and the frame­
work you intend to establish offers the opportunity for 
that process. 

The Honorable 
James Prior 

Warm regards, 

William P. Clark 

Secretary of State for Northern Ireland 
In care of the British Embassy 
Washington, D. C. 



MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 2250 

ACTION April 2, 1982 

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM K 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

DEN 

Letter from Jim Prior on British 
Proposals for Northern Ireland 

Attached at Tab II is a letter to you from Jim Prior, British 
Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, describing his pro­
posals for transfer of self-governing power to Northern 
Ireland. The U.K. government intends to introduce the proposals 
into Parliament on Monday, 5 April. 

Basically, the proposals call for the proportional election 
of an Assembly for Northern Ireland, which will then be 
granted governing authority in specific stages when a seventy 
percent vote of the assembly requests it. The seventy percent 
majority is carefully chosen so that the Protestants will not be 
able to count on it, but neither will the Catholics have an 
automatic veto. 

Prior asks for your support in encouraging people on both 
sides of the Atlantic to give the proposals careful and 
constructive consideration. 

Your reply at Tab I thanks Prior for his letter and 
encourages his efforts. The British will probably ask for 
public support of their plan by the U.S. government. We 
have little to gain by supporting a specific measure publicly; 
we should stick to our line that solutions must come from the 
people of Northern Ireland themselves, and this plan certainly 
offers that possibility. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

NO 

That you sign the letter to Prior at Tab I. 

Attachment: 

Tab I Letter to Jim Prior 
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TEXT OF A MESSAGE 2 APRIL FROM MR JAMES PRIOR, BRITISH SECRETARY 
OF STATE FOR NORTHERN IRELAND TO THE ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT 
FOR NATIONAL SECURITY AFFAIRS 

Begins: 

Since our valuable discussions in London, I have been 

refining my proposals for encouraging political development in 
Northern Ireland. I know that American opinion wants to see 
the difficulties tackled and I share the view that, though there" 

are legitimate arguments for doing nothing and risks in attempting 
an initiative, it is right to make the effort. As you were in 
at the beginning, I thought you might like to have, in confidence 
and in advance, the attached summary of the proposals which are 
likely to be published on Monday, 5 April. 

My aim is to provide a broad framework within which the 

political parties in Northern Ireland can themselves agree an 
acceptable basis on which legislative and executive powers can be 

restored to a Northern Ireland Assembly and Administration. The 

proposals will encourage political development in Northern Ireland 
while safeguarding the position of the minority and without 

prej~dicing the longer term aspirations of either of the two main 

political traditions in Northern Ireland. Compromise will not 
be easy, but I believe we can create a real opportunity for the 
people of Northern Ireland to administer their own affairs. 

I hope you will feel able to use your consider able i nfluence 

in encouraging people on both sides of the Atlantic to give these 
proposals careful and constructive consideration. 

Ends 

UK~ED 



NORTHERN IRELAND: SUMMARY OF CONSTITUTIONAL PROPOSALS 

1. The British Government wishes to see the restoration of 
devolved government in Northern Ireland. The following account 
sets out the detail of the Government's constitutional proposals. 

2. Central to the proposals is a new 78 member Northern Ireland 
assembly elected by the single transferable vote system of 
proportional representation. If Parliament passes the proposed 
legislation, the ~lection to the Assembly will be held as soon as 
practicable after the Bill is enacted. 

Role of the Assembly prior to devolution 

3. The principal task of the Assembly will be to reach agreement 
on how devolved powers should be exercised. But pending devolution 
of powers the Assembly will have important consultative and 
deliberative functions. It will be able to scrutinise and comment 
on draft legislation and make reports to the Secretary of State 
which will be laid before Parliament at Westminster. The Assembly 
will monitor and report on the policies and activities of the 
Northern Ireland departments and, to this end, will be required to 
establish a committee corresponding to each department. 

4. The appointments of Chairmen, Deputy Chairmen, and members of 
each committee will be made by the presiding officer and will, so 
far as practicable, reflect party representation in the Assembly. 
The Chairmen and Deputy Chairmen will receive salaries. Ministers 
and the Northern Ireland departments will co-operate closely with 
the Assembly and its committees. 

5. It will be for the Assembly to make proposals on how a Northern 
Ireland Administration should be formed and under what arrangements 
executive powers should be exercised. The powers available for 
devolution are those in the 'transferred' field provided for in the 
Northern Ireland Constitution Act 1973 (ie broadly those presently 
exercised by the Northern Ireland Departments of Agriculture, 
Commerce, Education, Environment, Health and Social Services•, 
Manpower Services and Finance and Personnel). 

Criteria for Devolution 

6. The essential criterion for devolution is that the Assembly's 
proposals should be acceptable to both sides of the community . 
If 70 er cent or more of Assembl members a reed on a re ort on the 
way in w ich powers sou e exercise an an A ministration orme , 
that re ort would be submitted to the Secretar of State who would 

e re1u1re to ay 1t e ore Par iament. Proposa s agree y less 
thanO per cent, but which appeared to the Secretary of State to be 
acceptable to both sides of the community, could be submitted to the 
Secretary of State at his request and would then be laid before 
Parliament. When Parliament came to consider any proposals, the 

/Government 
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the Government would express a view on whether those proposals were 
acceptable to both sides of the community. Provided Parliament 
approved the report, executive and legislative powers would be 
devolved by Order-in-Council. 

Partial or Full Devolution 

7. The Assembly could proceed directly to full devolution under 
which all the Northern Ireland departments would come under the 
control of a Northern Ireland Executive. But there could be partial 
devolution under which one or more departments could be devolved. 
For instance, three of the Northern Ireland departments could be 
devolved while the rest stayed under the Secretary of State's control. 
Partial devolution could lead on to full devolution. In the case 
of partial devolution, executive responsibility will be shared among 
United Kingdom Ministers and Departmental Heads drawn from the 
Assembly. 

8. If the arrangements were to lose the broad support in the 
Assembly which had led to devolution in the first place, the 
devolved powers could be 'rolled back' to the Secretary of State 
and Westminster until fresh proposals were agreed. 

A Northern Ireland Executive 

9. Once full devolution has taken place, the Secretary of State, 
taking account of the Assembly's recommendations, will appoint a 
Northern Ireland Executive consisting of not more than 13 members. 
Provided the Executive retained its support within the Assembly, 
elections would - be held every 4 years. 

10. If the Executive lost the broad support of the Assembly which 
had led to devolution, devolved powers could be 'rolled back' 
to the Secretary of State: the Assembly could revert to its 
earlier consultative functions or be prorogued. If there were no 
prospect of forming another executive, the Assembly could be 
dissolved and fresh elections held. 

The Two Identities in Northern Ireland 

11. The Government's proposals acknowledge the 'two identities' 
in Northern Ireland. The Protestant majority of the population 
(about a million) think of themselves as British. They regard 
themselves as part of the social and cultural fabric of the United 
Kingdom and their loyalty lies to the Crown. They favour 
continuance of the union with the rest of the United Kingdom. 
There is also a substantial Catholic minority (about half a million) 
who think of themselves as Irish whether in terms of their identity, 
their social and cultural traditions or their political 
aspirations. This difference in identity and aspiration cannot be 
ignored or wished away. Relations between both sides of the 
Northern Ireland community influence and are affected by relations 
between the United Kingdom 'and the Republic of Ireland. 

/Anglo-Irish Relations 



Anglo-Irish Relations 

12. At Government level, the Anglo-Irish Intergovernmental 
Council gives institutional expression to the unique relationship 
between the two countries without affecting national sovereignty. 
If a devolved Government came into being in Northern Ireland, it 
would be able to make bilateral arrangements and agreements with 
the Government of the Republic within the field of 'transferred' 
functions. It is for the Parliaments of Westminster and Dublin 
to consider whether the Governmental meetings of the Anglo-Irish 
Intergovernmental Council should be complemented by an Anglo-Irish 
body at Parliamentary level in which members of an elected 
assembly in Northern Ireland could take part. 

British Embassy 
WASHINGTON DC 2 April 1982 
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---------------------------------------------------------------------~--
OP IMMED 
DE RUEKJCS •1314 1051847 
0 1518472 APR 82 
FM DIA WASHINGTON DC 

INFO WHITE HOUSE WASHINGTON DC//MR HICKEY// 
P 1515362 APR 82 
FM USDAO DUBLIN EI 

AMEMBASS LONDON 

TO DIA WASHINGTON DC//OS-1// PRIORITY 
INFO 7,EC TATE WASHDC 

CON IDEN TI AL SECTION 01 OF 02 DUBLIN EI 01314 

DIA FOR IR BRANCH, DC-4A 
SUBJ: IR 6 848 0013 82/SECURITY POSTURE AT SHANNON 

AIRPORT IU) 
THIS rs AN INFO REPORT, NOT FINALLY EVALUATED INTELLIGENCE 

l. (Uj CTRY: IRELAND EI 

2 . (Uj IR NO: 6 848 0013 82 

3. IUI TITLE: SECURITY POSTURE AT SHANNON AIRPORT CUI 

4, (Ul DATE OF INFO: 820414 

5 . (\.Jl ORIG: SEE FM LI NE 

6 . (Uj REO REF: K-0SI-000·4 6 

7 . IC) SOURCE: MBR USDAO DUBLIN 

8 . (Cj THIS IIR RESPONDS TO DIA MSG 242030Z MAR 82, 
SUBJ SAB AND REPORTS ADDITIONAL DETAILS CONCERNING LIBYAN 
PRESENCE AT SHANNON INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT. 
-----------------------------------------------------------
9. A (Cl DETAILS: MBR USDAO DUBLIN TRAVELLED 
13-14 APRIL TO REASSESS SECURITY POSTURE 

25xl 

11) THERE ARE PRESENiLY 63 LIBYAN MALES BETWEEN 
AGES OF 17-2~ TRAINING AT SHANNON IN AIRPORT PLANT 
MAINTENANCE. THIS GROUP WILL BE INCREASED BY 7 LATE 
ARRIVALS THIS WEEK BRINGING THE TOTAL TO 70. THERE ARE 
ONLY TWO AREAS OF TRAINING INVOLVED. THEY ARE AIR 
CONDITIONING SERVICE ANO AIRFIELD LIGHTING MAINTENANCE. 
LIBYAN TRAINEES ARRIVED AT SHANNON IN JANUARY' 82 WITH NOT 
MORE THAN 6-8 YEARS OF PRIMARY SCHOOLING IN LIBYA BEHIND 
THEM. INITIAL TRAINING HAS BEEN FOCUSING ON TRYING TO 
BRING THEM TO THE ENTRY LEVEL EXPECTED BY EUROPEAN 
APPRENTICES. PROGRESS HAS BEEN DISAPPOINTING. IRISH 
INSTRUCiORS ARE CONVINCED THAT AT THE CONCLUSION OF THEIR 
TRAINING, THEIR STUDENTS WILL POSSESS ONLY RUDIMENTARY 
ABILITY TO ASSIST MORE SKILLED TECHNICIANS IN THE NARROW 
RANGE OF THE SPECIFIC EQUIPMENT TYPES USED DURING THEIR 
INSTRUCTION. 

(2) LIBYAN STUDENTS HAD ·BEEN TOLD PRIOR TO THEIR 
DEPARTURE FOR IRELAND THAT THEY WERE GO~NG TO BE 
TRAINED AS AIR TRAFFIC CONTROLLERS, POSSIBLY A DELIBERATE 
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FABRICATION BY LIBYAN AUTHORITIES TO ASSURE STUDENT 
COOPERATION. IT WAS LEFT UP TO THE IRISH TO TELL THE 
STUDENTS THAT THEIR ACADEMIC DEFICIENCES PRECLUDED 
ANYTHING BUT THE MOST BASIC MECHANICAL TRAINING DURING 
THE 20 MONTH CONTRACT PERIOD. THERE WAS CONSIDERABLE 
DISSATISFACTION EXPRESSED BY THE STUDENTS TO THE IRISH 
OVER THIS DEVELOPMENT, AND A LINGERING RESENTMENT REMAINS. 

131 LIBYAN STUDENTS HAVE NO AUTHORIZED ACCESS TO 
THE "AIR SIDE" OF OPERATIONS AT SHANNON. THEY ARE NOT 
INVOLVED IN AIRCRAFT SERVICING/MAINTENANCE OR REFUELING 
OPERATIONS, ANO THERE ARE NO PLANS TO TRAIN IN THESE 
AREAS IN THE FUTURE . 

~j A COLOR CODED PASS SYSTEM IS IN OPERATION TO 
CONTROL ACCESS TO VARIOUS AIRPORT FACILITIES. LIBYANS 
CARRY LIMITED ACCESS PASSES THAT IN THEORY RESTRICT THEM 
TO THE TERMINAL PROPER. FROM RO' S OBSERVATIONS OVER A 
TWO DAY PERIOD THIS CONTROL SYSTEM COULD EASILY BE 
BYPASSED. 

~, LIBYAN STUDENTS ENJOY CONSIDERABLE FREEDOM 
OUTSIDE OF DUTY HOURS. MOST LIVE IN PRIVATELY RENTED 
HOUSES VICINITY SHANNON/LIMERICK ANO THEIR TRAVEL/ACCESS 
WITHIN LOCAL POPULACE IS UNRESTRICTED AND UNSUPERVISED . 
THEY HAVE CONSIDERABLE MONEY TO SPEND ESTIMATED TO BE 
ABOUT 150-200 IRISH POUNDS (S225-$3001 PER WEEK PER 
STUDENT. 

161 ! 25x l !DISCLAIMED ANY KNOWLEDGE OF 
OTHER GROUPS OF LIBYANS COMING TO IRELAND FOR AIRPORT 
TRAINING. RO QUESTIONS ACCURACY OF THIS RESPONSE, 
DUBLIN AIRPORT CURRENTLY HAS A LIBYAN TRAINING PROGRAM 

AS WELL , WHICH WILL SE REPORTED SEPARATELY. 
REPORTING WILL RESOLVE THIS POINT. 
BT 

SUBSEQUENT 

I:. 
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FM DIA WASHINGTON DC 
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INFO WHITE HOUSE WASHINGTON OC//MR HICKEY// 
P 151536Z APR 82 
FM USOAO DUBLIN EI 

TO DIA WASHINGTON DC//05-1// PRIORITY 

INFO SECSTATE WASHOC 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
BT 

CO N/,0 ENT I AL SECTION 02 OF 02 DUBLIN EI 01314 
DIA FOR IR BRANCH, DC-4A 
9. 8 CCI ORIG CMTS: AS PREVIOUSLY REPORTED (CITE IIR 
6 848 0010 82l, SECURITY AT SHANNON IS AUSTERE BY U.S. 
STANDARDS AND THE CURRENT THREAT ENVIRONMENT IS LOW. 
HOWEVER, ADDITIONAL INFORMATION TO BE OBTAINED FROM OTHER 
SOURCES PRIOR TO 30 APRIL MAY ALTER THIS ASSESSMENT . 
AIRPORT OPERATING AUTHORITIES ARE BECOMING MORE AWARE OF 
THE INTERNATIONAL DIMENSION OF THE PROBLEM AND ARE 
CONSTRUCTIVELY SEEKING TO DEVELOP SYSTEMS/PROCEDURES TO 
DEAL WITH IT. WHAT IS INESCAPABLE AS FAR AS IRELAND IS 
CONCERNED, IS THAT TRADE WITH LIBYA IS GOOD. WE DO NOT 
EXPECT ANY DIMINUTION OF WHAT HAS BEEN A "MUTUALLY 
PROFITABLE RELATIONSHIP". 

10. cu, PROJ NO: N/A 

l l. CUI COLL MGMT CODES: NONE 

MESSAGE lCONT1NUEDl : 

1 2 . (U.l SPEC INS'f: DIRC: NO 

1 3. (Ul PREP 
BY: I 25xl 

1 4. (U) APP BY: 

I 5 . lU) REQ EVAL : NO REL TO: NONE 

16. (Ul INCL : NONE 

l 7. (Ul DIST BY ORIG: NONE 
DECL 1 ,4 APR 2002. 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

D· . . guly 7_,~ 'l'l\982 
v w-.-.;;v., • ._g 

NLRR-'Vt g..,,/f" ,2q., J-7 
WILLIAM P. CLARK / 

DENN~AIR BY kW ~A~f1 DATE~ 

Ditchley Conference on Northern Ireland 

On June 25-27 I attended the second annual conference at Ditchley 
Park on Northern Ireland. Other participants from the U.S. 
included Ambassador Daily, Mike Michaud, our counsel general in 
Belfast and Congressman Shannon from Massachusetts; from the U.K. 
participants included Lord Gowrie who is Jim Prier's deputy and 
several other senior officials from the Northern Ireland office, 
along with Northern Ireland politicians John Hume, John Cushnahan 
(Alliance Party), Raymond Ferguson (Official Unionist); from the 
Irish Republic, Garret FitzGerald, and Martin Mansergh, Haughey's 
special advisor on Northern Ireland. (U) 

In the opening session Lord Gowrie outlined Prier's latest pro­
posals for "rolling devolution," and I spoke on the U.S. position 
on Northern Ireland, and the pressures on the White House during 
the past year. Most of the discussion in the general sessions 
addressed the Prior proposals, with Hume and Mansergh speaking 
strongly against them, and other politicians willing to give them 
a try. It is clear that the Prier's plans face rough going, but 
that there are no other practical ideas for progress. (U) 

Haughey's advisor Mansergh was particularly strident in his attacks 
on the U.K. government, and on the Northern Ireland Protestants. 
Several other speakers chided him for his rhetoric, and praised 
Garret FitzGerald's relative restraint. It seems that Haughey is 
determined to take a very tough line, further stiffening Protestant 
opposition in the North. I had a chance to talk with Ambassador 
Daily privately, who is concerned about the direction Irish policy 
is taking. There is very little of the traditional affection for 
the United States in current Irish policy, and many specific actions 
which are troubling - the training of Libyan airline personnel in 
Dublin, the expansion of contacts with Eastern Europe, and Haughey's 
performance in the Falkland's crisis. CC) 

If there comes a time when the United States may wish to take an 
initiative on the Northern Ireland question, in order to improve 
the President's standing with his Irish-American constituents, the 
most fruitful area is economic. It would be fairly simple to 
organize a conference of Irish Americans on private investment in 
Northern Ireland - The President could deliver the keynote address 
and call on Irish Americans for job-creating investment in Northern 
Ireland, rather than contribution to NORAID. The British government 
would cooperate, and the conference would be a guaranteed success. (U) 

CONFIDEN.J'..l::~ 
Revlew-"""on July 7, 1988 
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MME DIATE 8934 

UNDER SE CRETAR Y EAGLEBURGER FROM AMB ASS ADOR 
E.O. 12065: RDS-3 7/ 8/ 02 !DAILEY, PETER H.) 
TAGS : MARR, MPOL, LE, El 
SUBJE CT : CONTRIBUTIONS TO IN TERNATI ONAL PEACEKEEP ING 

FORCE FOR BE IRUT 
REF: ST ATE l 883 00 

1. y' ENTIRE TEXT) 

2. AN IRISH CONTRIBUTION AS ENV ISAG ED IN PARA 6 OF 
REFTEL WOULD APPEAR TO BE A NON- STARTER . UNTI L 1960, 
THE IRISH DEFE NS E ACT PROVID ED THAT IRISH MILITA RY FORCES 
COULD BE USED ONLY TO DEFEND THE HOMELAND. THE ACT 
\/AS AMEN DED IN 1960 TO ALLO W PARTICIPATION OF SUCH 
FORCES IN TH E UN PEACEKEEPING OPERAT ION IN THE FORM ER 
BELGIAN CONGO BUT THIS EXTR ATERR IT OR IAL US E \./AS LIMITE D 
TO OPERATIONS AUTHORIZED / SUPERVISED BY THE UN. ONLY 
A COUPLE OF \./EEKS AG O IN PARL IAMENT, PRIME MINISTER 
HAUGH EY REAFFIRMED THIS POSI TION . 

3. AT TH E TIME OF THE PLA NN ING OF THE SINA I 
MULTIL ATERAL PEACE FORCE, IRI SH PARTIC IP ATION \/AS 
GIVEN SOME CONSIDERATION BY 1/AS HINGTON BUT \./AS NEV ER 
PURSUED BECAUSE OF THE SAME GDI LEGAL INH IBITION. 

ME SSA GE (CONT I NU ED ): 

4. I DO NOT TH INK THERE IS ANY REAL ISTI C POS SI BILIT Y 
THAT PRIME MINI ST ER HAUGHEY, PAR TICULARLY IN HIS PARLOUS 
PARLIAMENTARY POSIT ION, \./OULO ATTEMPT TO FURTH ER AMEN D 
THE DE FENSE ACT NOR \./ DULO TH ERE BE TIME FOR SU CH AN 
AMENDME NT BEFORE PARLIAMENT ADJOURNS FOR THE SUMMER 
ON JU LY 16. DA ILE Y 

StCRET 

DU BLIN 24 57 DTG : 081523 Z JUL 82 PSN: 052387 
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I. $,/'- ENTIRE TEXT) 

2. I WISH T O ASS OCI ATE MYSELF COMPLETELY WITH 
ARGUM E NTS IN REFT ELS IN SUPPORT OF VISITS T O 
WASH INGTON BY DANI SH PRIM IN JOERGENSEN AN D 
FOREIGN MINI STER OLESEN. DAILEY 

CJ:JNF I OEN + I-Al 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE VICE PRESIDENT 

FROM: WILLIAM P. CLARK' ~ 

5170 

SUBJECT: Meeting with Former Irish Prime Minister 
FitzGerald (September 23-24) 

Attached at Tab A is State-'s request for meetings in the White 
House for FitzGerald with you, me and the President ., I think 
that one meeting would be sufficient. If' your schedule permits 
I believe you would be the· most appropriate host for half an 
hour in view of your previous meeting with FitzGerald last year. 
I consider it important that we keep our communications open 
with FitzGerald, who will almost certainly be Prime Minister of 
Ireland again, and has pursued policies which are in line with 
our interests . in the British Isles. (C) 

Tab A State Dept. recommendation 

1988 

, CONFIBENf lAL --



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

W ash ington, D .C. 20520 

July 21, 1982 
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8220128 

-WNAOENWt 
DECLASSIFH:-

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WILLIAM P. CLARK NL R1'fr,-/y 2f~ 7--3 

BY,G(JfJ NA. D TE-Jir.[ 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Appointment Request for Former Irish Prime Minister 
FitzGerald with the President 

Former Irish Prime Minister Garrett FitzGerald will be in 
Washington on an unofficial visit September 23-24. Ambassador 
Dailey (Dublin 2494) strongly recommends that FitzGerald meet 
with you and the Vice President and call briefly on the 
President, if possible. Despite the fact there will be many 
requests to see the President flowing out of the UNGA, we agree 
with the Ambassador's recommendation. FitzGerald had been 
scheduled to lunch at the White House on St. Patrick's Day this 
year, but he was replaced by Charles Haughey as a result of 
Ireland's February national elections. 

FitzGerald, leader of the opposition Fine Gael Party and 
former Prime and Foreign Minister, is a statesman and 
intellectual of international calibre. His stature gives him 
influence and weight outside of Ireland of considerable 
disproportion to the size of the country. He is almost certain 
to become Prime Minister again. His approach to the Northern 
Ireland issue has been helpful, and he has demonstrated the 
ability to work well with the British to promote reconciliation. 

We recommend the scheduling of meetings with FitzGerald on 
September 23 or 24 as outlined above. 

~~~A 
Executive Secret~'f'f\ 
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MEMORANDUM . ' 

OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASHINGTON 

August 3, 1982 

MEMORANDUM FOR BUD McFARLANE 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Nancy Bearg Dyke /A:J) 
Vice President's Meeting with Former Irish Prime Minister 
FitzGerald 

The Vice President will meet with former Irish Prime Minister 
Garrett FitzGerald on Thursday, September 23 at 10:00 a.m. for 30 
minutes in his White House West Wing office. May we please have 
recommended talking points and background papers for the Vice 
President's use by close of business, Monday, September 20. 

Thank you. 

cc: Mike Wheeler 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WILLIAM P. CLARK 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Appointment Request for Irish Foreign Minister Collins 

Irish Ambassador Tadhg O'Sullivan has informed us that 
Foreign Affairs Minister Gerard Collins plans an unofficial 
visit to Washington September 30 - October 4. The Irish 
Government is anxious that Collins meet with you and other 
ranking Administration officials. We have also requested an 
appointment with the Vice President. O'Sullivan will arrange a 
program for Collins on the Hill, primarily with the "Friends of 
Ireland" group. 

The Irish are sensitive to Collins' reception in Washington 
and want it to compare favorably with the visit of former Prime 
Minister FitzGerald who is due to meet with you and the Vice 
President September 22. Collins can be expected to press his 
government's view that the US should bring its influence to 
bear on Britain to help achieve a solution to the Northern 
Ireland conflict. 

We recommend that you receive Collins during his Washington 
visit. 

Executive Secreta 

OADR 

cc: OVP - Mr. Donald P. Gregg 
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