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WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Collection: PRESIDENTIAL HANDWRITING: Presidential Records Archivist: ggc 

File Folder: Folder 12 (10/19/81-11/4/81) Box 1 Date: 10/22/98 

RESTRICTION CODES 

Presidential Records Act - (44 U.S.C. 2204(a)] 
P-1 National security classified information [(a)(1} of the PRA]. 
P-2 Relating to appointment to Federal office [(a)(2) of the PRA] . 
P-3 Release would violate a Federal statute ((a)(3) of the PRA]. 
P-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or financial information 

[(a)(4} of the PRA]. 
p.5 Release would disclose confidential advice between the President and his advisors, or 

between such advisors [(a)(5} of the PRA]. 
P-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(a)(S) of 

the PRA]. 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 

Freedom of Information Act - (5 U.S.C. 552(b]) 
F-1 National security classified information [(b)(1} of the FOIA]. 
F-2 Release could disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the 

FOIA]. 
F-3 Release would violate a Federal statue [(b)(3} of the FOIA]. 
F-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or financial information 

[(b}(4) of the FOIA]. 
F-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b}(S) of the 

FOIA]. 
F-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7} of 

the FOIA]. 
F-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions 

[(b)(8} of the FOIA] . 
F-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b}(9) of 

the FOIA]. 
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TIJE WHITE HOUSE 

W:\SHINGTON . 

October 19, 1981 
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Dear Tom: 

It was good to hear from you, and I 
appreciate your generous words. Both 
Cap and I did some real soul-searching 
before the decisions were reached, and 
we both felt secure in them. 

You are right, though, about the flack. 
The Monday-morning-quarterbacks started 
on Friday. But, I'm still sleeping well 
and reading the comics. 

Again, my thanks and best regards. 

Sincerely, 

/ 
'l 

Mr. Thomas C. Reed 
503 D Street 
San Rafael, California 94901 
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THOMAS G. REED 
::103 0 STREET, SAN RAPAEI- CALIFORNIA 04001 ' 

October 3, 1981 

Dear Mr. President: 

You've reached exactly the right decisions in your strategic .. 
· programs. What's important is to get on with producing something ~ 

The Air Force is not uniformly in favor of. a 11 mob.il e 11 M-X. A 
lot of the leadership, past and present, agrees that filling the silos 
with modern weapons is the only thing you can afford. 

As an interesting footnote to history, the cost of re-starting 
the B-1 program and building 100 aircraft after Carter's disruption 
is about the .same as we were planning to spend for 244 aircraft when 
the B-l was authorized for production in 1976. 

I'm sure you'll take a lot of heat in the next few weeks on this 
subject. Ignore it. You've called it exactly right. 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Very best regards, .• 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

COPIES: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTO N 

THE PRESIDENT n / 
Lyn Nofziger ~ 
October 13, 1981 

Edwin Meese 
James Baker 
Michael Deaver 
Martin Anderson 
David Stockman 

There is much talk about sliding the already passed tax 
cut back three months. 

I think that would be a major mistake -- both as a matter 
of politics and as a ~atter of principle. 

First of all, the American people have been promised a 
tax cut effective the first ~f October. Secondly, the 
principle of supply-side economics is based on a reduc­
tion in taxes. For you to allow the tax cut to slide 
would be: 1. To go back on your commitment to the tax 
payers and; 2. To go back on your commitment to the 
theory of supply-side economics. You might be able to 
do the latter, but, to do the former would, I think, be 
a political disaster. It would open you to all sorts 
of second guessing -- all sorts of criticisms and would 
probably cost us seats in both the House and the Senate 
next year. I think it would also split the Party on the 
Hill every bit as badly as AWACS has. I don't think we 
can afford that again. 

I 

Please put me on the side of absolute opposition to any 
change in the already passed tax program. 

-
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

D 
10 / 19 / 81 

ate: _______ _ 

NOTE FOR: LYN NOFZIGER 

The President has 

seen □ 

acted upon □ 

commented upon ~ 

the attached; and it is forwarded to you for your: 

information !:xx 

action □ 

Richard G. Darm an 
Assistant to the President 

(x-2702) 

cc: Me e se 
Baker 
Deaver 
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Peter N. Chaconas, CLU, Genera/Agent 

1360 Fifth Avenue, San Diego, California 92101 

• Connecticut Mutual Life INSU RANCE COM PANY 

The Blue Chip Company, Sin ce 1846 

October 20, 1981 

Mr. J. Neil Reagan 
Box413 
Rancho Santa Fe, CA 92067 

Dear Neil: 

P. 0 . Box X-1016, Zip Code 92112 

Tel· 233 -8931, Area Code 714 

It was indeed delightful to visit with you again during a recent 
flight from St. Louis to San Diego . As I told you on the plane, 
I had written your brother a letter asking him for a pair of the 
President's Seal cuff links in return for the Golden Bear cuff 
links I had given him back when he was running for Governor at a 
fund raising dinner here in San Diego. The letter never reached 
Ron and some secretary replied that they were out of cuff links. 

It is not a great big thing but I would cherish the chance to wear 
the President's Seal as I already have another paid of Golden Bear 
cuff links for California. Either way, it was great to see you and 
I'm glad we had such a nice flight from St. Louis to God's country, 
San Diego. 

Now my very best -to you and your wife. 

Choconas, CLU 

PNC/eg 
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THE WHITE HOU$E 

WASHINGTON 

October 20, 1981 

' /S / ,/ c,,/l / r ri•;· 

• / \ ; .. ii_, 

{)337:Zf.5.S 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

FRED F. FIELDING~~-~-~ 

Nomination of Ralph K. Winter, Jr. 
to be United States Circuit Judge 
for the Second Circuit 

The Attorney General, Deputy Attorney General, Edwin Meese, 
James Baker, Max Friedersdorf, E. Pendleton James, Lyn 
Nofziger and I recommend that you nominate Ralph K. Winter, 
Jr. to be United States Circuit Judge for the Second Circuit. 
Since 1961, with the exception of two leaves of absence, Mr. 
Winter has been a professor of law at Yale Law School. In 
addition, he has served as an Adjunct Scholar, American 
Enterprise Institute, since 1972 and was a Senior Fellow at 
the Brookings Institute from 1958 to 1970. He served as a 
Law Clerk to the Honorable Thurgood Marshall, United States 
Court of Appeals, Second Circuit, 1961 to 1962 and as a Law 
Clerk to the Honorable Caleb Wright, United States District 
Court for the District of Delaware, 1960 to 1961. Mr. 
Winter attended Yale University from 1953 to 1957 when he 
received his B.A. degree. He attended Yale Law School from 
1957 to 1960 when he received his J.D. degree. He is 46 
years old, married and has one child. His biography is 
attached at Tab A. 

A full field background investigation has been completed by 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation. All questions relating 
to potential conflicts of interest have been resolved and 
all financial reporting requirements have been satisfied. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

1. That you call Mr. Winter (telephone memorandum attached 
at Tab B) . 

2. That you sign the attached nomination at Tab C. 
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@ffirr nf tqr AttntnPl! 015rnPral 
IJunlyingtnn, i. QI. 20530 

October 2, 1981 

Dear Mr. President: 

I have the honor to enclose the nomination of 
Ralph K. Winter, Jr., of Connecticut, to be United 
States Circuit Judge for the Second Circuit vice 
William H. Mulligan, retired. 

Mr. Winter was born July 30, 1935 in Waterbury, 
Connecticut, is married and has one child. 

He attended Yale University from 1953 to 1957 
when he received his B.A. degree. He attended Yale 
Law School from 1957 to 1960 when he received his 
J.D. degree. He was admitted to the Connecticut State 
Bar in 1973. 

Since 1961 with the exception of two leaves of 
absence (1961 - 1962 & Summer 1966), Mr. Winter has 
been a Professor Law, Yale Law School. In addition, 
he has served as an Adjunct Scholar, American Enterprise 
Institute, 1972 - present; Senior Fellow, Brobkings 
Institute, 1968 - 1970; and a n Adjunct Professor, Uni­
versity of Chicago Law School, Summe r 1966. He also 
served as a Law Clerk to the Honorable Thurgood Marshall, 
U.S. Court of Appeals, Second Circuit, 1961 - 1962 and 
as a Law Clerk to the Honorable Cale b Wright, U. S. 
District Court for the District of Delaware, 1960 - 1961. 

The Standing Committee on Fede ral Judiciary of the 
American Bar Association has submitted a formal report 
which states the Committee's opinion that Mr. Winter is 
qualified for appointment to this position. He bears an 
excell e nt reputation as to characte r and integrity , has 
judicial t emperament, and is, I be lieve , worthy of appoint­
ment as a United States Circuit Judge. 

I recommend the nomination. 

The President 

The White House 



THE WHI'rE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release November 18, 1981 

The President today announced his intention to nominate 
Ralph K. Winter, Jr., to be United States Circuit Judge for 
the Second Circuit. He would succeed Walter R. Mansfield. 

Since 1961, with the exception of two leaves of absence 
(1961-62 and Summer 1966), Mr. Winter has been a Professor 
of Law, Yale Law School. In addition, he has served as an 
/1,djunct Scholar, American Enterprise Institute, since 1972. 
He was Senior Fellow, - Brookings Insti·tute, in 1968-70 and 
an Adjunct Professor, University of Chicago Law School, 
Summer 1966. He also served as a LaH Clerk to the Honorable 
Thurgood Marshall, U.S. Court of Appeals, Second Circuit, 
1961-62 and as a Law Clerk to the Honorable Caleb Wright, 
u. S. District Court for the District of Delaware, 1960-61. 

He graduated from Yale University (B. A., 1957; J.D., 1960). 
He was admitted to the Connecticut State Bar in 1973. 
Mr. Winter is married, has one child, and resides in Woodbridge, 
Co n n e c t i cu t . He was born Ju l y 3 0 , 19 3 5 , in W a t er bury , Co 1111 e c t i cut . • 

### 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 27, 1981 

Dear Mark: 

I have only just learned of the death of your 
father. Please know haw deeply sorry Nancy and 
I are. I know there are no w::>rds that can lighten 
the burden of grief you bear - I wish there 'M:=re. 

I spoke to your rrother last night and can only 
repeat what I said to her; it isn't given to us to 
understand the why of such things, we can only 
trust in God's infinite wisdan and mercy. 

You have our deepest sympathy and will be in our 
thoughts and prayers. 

Mr. · Iv'..ark Sandstran 
6930 Via Estrada 

Sincerely, 

=-a Joll~, California 92037 

(2 Q_ pk., 12.---;; c:i • c.:.:t-

Q (Q. _ 10; 





ELSA SANDSTROM 

Hon. Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Mr. President -

October 27, 1981 \ ~ 
~ 
{U'-

Thank you for taking those precious minutes 

in your crowded, tiring day to call. It proi'es once more that 

we do have a president who cares for people. 

lift in what had been a long day. 

It gave a big 

You, Mr. President and Mrs. Reagan are beautiful examples 

in the Whit ,s House of true happiness in marriage; and, not 

meaning it in a presumptuous way, Warren and I had a similar 

marriage •.• a complete sharing, loving and working together. 

I was truly blessed. 

1-t , w.qa'-t be easy ... but with Warren's spirit 

and the Lord's help ... I will find a way ..• 

Thank you again, Mr. President. 

Sincerely, 

El?~ (Mrs. 



~ 

,ovoc'1t , t,~ond\do, c, .. Mond•Y· oct 12. 19B1 
--·· · . . .. --- · ----- ---·· • ··· ·····- ----

warren L. Sandstrom· 

.,, 

' OCEANSIDE - warren L. Sandstrom, a. 
former cattle rancher, .died \a.st week in a 
\oca.1 hospital. He was 7s. 

: · A businessman, he graduated from the 
, • llUnol• tn,Utute of TectmolollY wllb a d•· 
·'. , : gree in e\ectrtca.1 engineer\ng. He moved to 
, ca1uorn1& 1n lb• n>ld-194°' from• fa<'" 1n 

. · 1111no1S- ae ,,a1ned and raced thoroughbred 
': 

0

. horses. He was an active volunteer in rnanY 
•: : political campalgn,, 1nc1udlng p,-e,1dent 

, \ ,Ronald geagan'a 1976 c,,mpalgD• 
"''·' - He ts survived bY hiB wife, Elsa; a son. 
;i;·'J M•rc sandotron> of san 01eg<>: a ,1Ster, 
;,l~: carol cort,,• ot cotorado spr1ngs: • and a 
,i(i(l'J","'!'• Ra>'.,Sa,,1•~'" of Chicago. 
itf •-1 .. prlvatObtterui•ri\ IS p1annn•d- tn ueu of 
· ·:-,t~nowers, the farnHY requests donattons to the • 

\, "1umnl A.,oc1&t1on, nrtnols institute of 
·.· :i' Technology, Chicago, Ill-, 606» 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

The President~ 

Helene von Damm 

October 26, 1981 

Recommended Telephone Call 

I have just heard that Elsa Sandstrom's husband died of a heart 
attack about 10 days ago. I thought it would be very nice if 
you could call her, or at least send her a condolence letter. 

Elsa Sandstrom 
3580 Winslow Road 
Oceanside, CA 92054 
714/726-3203 

A condolence letter to her son, Mark Sandstrom, would also be 
appropriate. 

HvD/ls 

Mark Sandstrom 
6930 Via Estrada 
La Jolla, CA 92037 
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JAQUELIN H. HUME 

4600 B.ANK OF AMERICA CENTER 

S.AN FRANCISCO 94104 

October 28, 1981 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Ron: 

How nice of you to send me the excellent picture 
of the two of us together when I was in Washington 
recently. The picture will always be on my desk. 

I do not know how you could be doing a more able 
and effective job for our country. Incidentally, 
I was most impressed how well The White House was 
functioning on that day of Sadat's assassination. 
To have played a small part in putting your admin­
istration into office makes me very proud. 

I saw Holmes Tuttle briefly last Saturday at his 
home in Santa Barbara. He does not look at all 
well, and I worry about whether he will recover 
from this series of problems. If, at some time, 
you can telephone him, I am sure he would very 
much appreciate your call. 

Again, many thanks for the great picture. 

Kind regards. 

:J:) 
yours, 

· J. H. Hume 

JHH:s 
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DOUGLAS MORROW 

November 20, 1981 

~ar Mr. President: 

Once again, I want to express my profound appreciation 
for making possible the extraordinary circumstances of our recent 
visit to China. It was an experience we wili never forget. 

'Ihe Chinese officials could not have received us with 
rrore consideration or kindness. I realize, of course, that their 
treabrent of us was in acknowledgement of your request. But it 
imrediately becarre evident that there was rrore to it than rrerely 
an understandable courtesy to the President of the United States. 

From start to finish, we were oveJ:.v.lhelrred by the depth 
of their personal friendship and wannth. It was above and beyond 
routine courtesy. I cannot overstate the concern and care of 
Secretary-General Xie Li, ~puty Secretary-General Wang Chuliang, 
Mrs. Gu Yiren and Mrs. Zhao Yujiang in Beijing. 

And I must particularly mention Mr. Xu Xinxi, Chief of the 
North Arrerican Division, who was with us throughout our entire stay 
in China, and whose kindness and efforts on our behalf were rronu­
rnental. 

1:-bt only in Beijing, but wherever we went in China it was 
obvious that they were not just going through the notions. It was 
clear that great thought and careful preparation had been exercised 
to make certain that we v-.Duld learn as much as possible, that we 
would be given much to think about and that, incidentally, we v-.Duld 
be warmly entertained. 

They are very candid in acknavledging that, in terrns of 
standard of living, as we knav it, they still have a great deal to 
do. But I was greatly irrpressed by what they have already accom­
plished, particularly in satisfying the basic needs of their people. 
Wherever we went, we were struck by hav hard-working and determined 
the people are to continue to inprove their conditions. ~spite 
the cxnvulsive interruption of the Cultural Revolution, they have 
rrade great strides in the areas of basic shelter, food, clothing, 
rredical care, education, etc. Despite having started from a lo...,-er 
base, it appears that the Chinese are perhaps on the way to doing 
a better job of it, in terms of their people, than, for exanple, 
M:>sCCM or Warsaw. Tine will tell. • 

Perhaps rrore than anything, v.:e were impressed by the spon­
taneous expressions of friendship and wannth by the Chinese people, 
aside from govenurent officials. There seems to be a sincere desire 
to knav Arrerica and its people and to expand upon a new- and enbryonic 
friendship. This seemed evident wherever we went. 

. <:!EG.1;;ci~ 
,~·-k·,., • , •• • 

·:-,~ . 
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·~1:·•· .. ;:.~ 

-;\.\. -
-~ it,-:, . 
~ :;p~:• 

· ·:,fi.-r)!t~:~ 



. The President -2- 11/20/81 

'Ihere are, of oourse, several broad areas of mresolved problems. 
I know that it is your fervent desire to see these problems resolved 
with justice and fairness to all concerned. I:Bspite their historic 
travails, the Chinese are a wise and patient people. This encourages 
me to hope and believe that they, too, will seek an equitable and 
peaceful solution to existent problems. 

Such an approach would only be in their own self-interest. 
And it is difficult for me to believe that, in these early stages 
of their emergence, they v.Duld jeopardize what promises to be signi­
ficant progress by approaching their problems other than equitably 
and peacefully. 

They do not strike me as people who would be inclined to 
burn the house dCMn to get the rrouse out. 

Again, tine will tell. 

I am grateful to you for making possible this :merrorable ex­
perience. As your time pennits, I am prepared to go into rrore detail 
about what -i;..e learned and saw. 

As always, Margot joins rre in affectionate regards to you 
and Nancy. 

Best, 

I . .,,, 
f' .. ..&./4~ 



·I. 

• ' I 

- .~,. . ~.z. . .-1 

ti~ 
·1;~,· =~---1 

tt'LJ; ·\ 
~~~~%f:~~1.(t)#:i•{4f,~!~'f'ri~,,1•;~ 

:, ; ,: ........... ~~ 

. , 
:: . . 

~[;£,:::. ,.,. ·- .. '. 

R.R.: 11/20/81 

Mrs. Noyes was ·greatly rroved by your 
very kind letter. David Jr. tells me that, 

r. 
~- I • 

<ff'i.i\:, 
--~ . l~: ... 

• -~~•--'+,1, -4, 
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coming out of the blue as it did, it was perhaps 
the single nost effective factor i n helping ... ,_ ;...c.,. . • ,,./: ::. .. 

get her through a tough period. . .~t~\:~tiit•;i"~~t~t: 
• As I expected, G3orge got an enonrous /;/ f •• • • ..,, ··: " 

/ 
./ lift from your note to him. He is having a • I 
/ very rough tim2 of it, but is putting up a i 

/ i hell of a fight. If it can be licked, he' 11 : 
I { do it. . [ 

' Mrs. Noyes wrote to you in reply. ~ / 

!~~ ~~!~~t'.1~k~~ ~0::!~c:!ti:"::":-X,~s ~,~";: 
of her note. My copy machine is temporarily F_ _ ___ _ ·-·• 
on the blink, so I have had her note re-typed I 
verbatim. 

Am also enclosing G3orge's reply. 

What you did m2ant a lot to these ►·--
1;; · ·.', 

people. You are a gocxl man. D.S.M. ~',:,,.~ :,.:.,11,"f 

Did you ever receive the j ~de el~12!:1ant I sent l ~ -- · . 

you from Beijing? Ambassador Hurmnell kindly i> rL:: ·, . _:i_\_ .. ----­offered to take care of Tt and I-gave the box 1 
to him for transmittal to you. Hope it didn't 
get side-trac~ed. 
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October 29, 1981 

Mr. President : 

On behalf of the 14,000 members of the National Catholic 
Educational Association, representing the 150,000 Catholic teachers 
and 3 million students and their parents, I wish to thank you for 
the encouraging telegram that you sent to our Department of Chief 
Administrators of Catholic Education. We appreciate your continued 
support of tuition tax credits and we look forward to your intro­
duction of specific legislation i n this Congress . 

Members of your staff, such as Ann Fairbanks and Jack 
Burgess, have already done considerable work on this issue. I would 
simply repeat our offer to help in the development of a bill to 
provide tuition tax credits for parents of children in non-govern­
mental schools. Li kewise, we are eager to do whatever we can to help 
win passage of the legislation in this 97th Congress . 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Sincerely yours, 

~,...,_.,,,..__ 1: 1 ) 
:f,/ /'h ....,,_,_rv 

Rev. John F. Meyers 
President 
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November 2, 1981 

Dear Mra. Gulley: 

Thank you very much for your kind letter, 
and please accept my sympathy for the loss 
of your father and grandfather. I know 
something of how you feel having saic.1 good­
bye to my parents some years ago. 

I can empathize with you also on your real 
estate problem. We are trying to sell our 
house in California. 

But again, thanks for your generous words 
and your kindness. 

Sincerely, 

' 5/ HON/\LD REAGf\ flJ 

Mrs. George L. Gulley 
7473 Fountain Head Drive 
Annandale, Virginia 22003 

RR:AVH:pps 

RR Hand Written ( D, ~1, -(.J, .. -v l 
. . 

I • 
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November 2, 1981 

Dear _Mr. Meyer: 

Thank you very much for your letter of 
September 25th. Sometimes it takes a 
while for a letter to reach my desk, 
hence the tard.iness of my reply. 

I appreciate the opportunity to thank 
you for your support in the campaign 
and now for brightening my day. Please 
give my regards to your wife. 

Thank you again for your encouragement 
and for making me feel goocl about America .. 

Sincerely, 

15/ RONALD REAG/-\: l 

Mr. Johns. Meyer 
4500 19th Street 1447 
Boulder, Colorado 80302 

RR:AVH:pps 

RR Tapes 

\ . 



November 2, 1981 

Dear Miss Ford: 

·' Thank . you very much for your let tor and 
for sending roe the story about Ray and 
Burky. I had talked to Burky just before 
he went in for the operation. He was 
quite a man and so was Ray. . He played 
left tackle at Eureka, Burky was center, 
and I was .right guard. The news story 
you sent has brought back many warm 
memories. 

Again, my thanks to you for your kind 
thoughtfulness. 

Sincerely, 

15; R.Of4ALD HEAG Ptf·J 

Miss Jeannette Ford 
Greenfield, Illiriois 62044 

RR:AVH:pps 

v/ 1, 
<) • ' c) 4- -I 



November 2, 1981 

Dear Mr. Michel David-Weill: 

Thank ·you very much for your kindness in 
writing me and for your words of support. 
I am most grateful. 

I'm sorry to be so late in replying to 
your letter, but I've found it takes quite 
a while for a letter to reach my desk. 

Your offer of help is greatly appreciated 
and I'll very definitely keep it in mind. 

Again, my thanks and best regards. 

Sincerely, . 

Mr. Michel David-Weill 
Lazard Freres and Company 
One Rockefeller Plaza 
New York, New York 10020 

RR:AVH:pps 

(2 (l Hand Written (l c-) i , ,::;t,:"'...a) '.i 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 3, 1981 

• ?.1r. Armand S. Deutsch 
1901 Avenue of the Stars 
Suite 1243 
Los Angeles, CA 90067 

Dear Ardie: 

Thanks for sharing Paul Manheim's letter with 
us. You're right - the President will enjoy 
it too. 

HvD/ls 

Sincerely, 

Helene von Damm 
Deputy Assistant 
to the President 



ARMAND S. DEUTSCH 

1901 AVENUE OF THE STARS 

SUITE 1243 

LOS ANGELES. CALIFORNIA 90067 

(213) 553-1214 

October 22, 1981 

Ms. Helene A. von Damm 
Special Assistant to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Helene: 

The writer of the attached letter, Paul Manheim, has been 
a close friend of mine for many decades. He is retired after 
a brilliant career at Lehman Bros. Witty, sophisticated and 
articulate, one of his great pleasures has been needling Abe 
Rosenthal, Executive Editor of the New York Times, whom 
he just met recently. 

The attached letter is the result. It bears reading and re­
reading. You will enjoy it. You may even think that, 
because of its style, etc. , you might want to shovv it to 
the President, who could conceivably pick up one kernel 
for one of his talks on this subject. Certainly the letter 

~::1;r:::i:~ one of the great basic misrepresentatvs of 

Cordially, 

ASD/ b 
Encl. 

~eutsch 
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A. ?~. Rcsenthal 

!;ew York Times 
• New York, N.Y. 1 0036 

Hr. Rosenthal: 

PAULE. MANHEIM: 

660 ~iADISON AVENUE 

:!sEW YORK, N. Y. 10021 

It was nice meeting _you recently, and I repeat ny aFpreciation £0:::::- the 
ma.ny lette:::::-s ." 

I believe the Ti.mes is the principal source of the Fu.blic' s kncwledge of 
current events. Its influence extends beyond its own reacership -- to o~her 
papers, colcnnists, radio, and .particularly to TV which r:iainly encapsula~es t:.~e 
news stories carried by t,½e Times. For this reason, it is of utmost im}?':lrtance 
that Tir:es' stories be factu a lly accurate. This goal is bE:ir;g :Jndermi.ne-:i by 

•. current reportir,g on the budget which becomes effective t.c::,:o!:"row. 

":::"he a· ... esc::ie task that confronts you in getting res::,orters to prese:it a 
true picture of current events impels me to write. 

In recent months, the Times has been running aD~~st aaily stories about 
the budget -- stories which emphasize, to quote the Ti::;.es, "the reductic: of 
goverr.me:nt spencing", "lm,.-er ed spending for social services", az1d "less ::axes". 
The flood of these stories r..aturally leads reaaers to believe t..."-iat sover:::-:=ient 
spendins will be reduced, that spending for social services spending will be 
lowered, a.,d that less taxes will be collected. The stories are so convincir:gly 
written that it is apparent even the reporters believe this. 

~et if orcly the reporters would read the budget they ~ould find t..~at 

l. G-over:::-.01en t spending is increased $45 billion -- from $660 bil~ion to 
$705 billion, tI-,3 highest leve l in A.iuerican history. 

2. S?encing for social services is increase<l $15 billion -- frcR $349 
billion to S364 ::,illion, the highest leve l in history. 

-· Tax collections are increased $56 billion -- £re~ $6J6 billio~ to 
$662 billion, t:-.e highest level in history. 

~-;:,at :uakes a reporter call each of these increases a "reduction"? I 
kno· ... • why Jo:Z--,n C':",c:. ncel lor says so -- he and the NBC news stc.ff read the T.::..c::es; 
ditto c:::::;: Racio, Tom 1,·ic~er, and the Times' editorial c.e.:;:;ar :.......3nt. But ;;::ate.:<­
plai:r,s ::·cur reFcrters saying so in the first place, especially •,,hen it is so 
demonstrably false? 



:'.-1// 
,, ·~ 

2. 

·., A . 
-~/ 'I I notice that your reporters don't call the incre:c.se in cefense ex-

,ndi tures a "reduction"; nor call the 3¢ increase in pcstase stc.:r:,ps and the 
increase of ~'-le Times from 20¢ to 25¢ a "cut". Whc.t acc::c".:rits for t'."lis differ­
·•ence in t.errr,inology? 

can it be that reporters feel that people kno~ c.bout the price of stamps 
and of tne Ti.Des and therefore cannot be misled, whereas :r:-;est people don't know 
the figures for the government's health program, inco:;;e s:::c1:rity, st1.:cent loans, 
and other social services? But I cannot believe that re~vrters are venal 
those I have r,1et seem to be honorable, decent individ'.12.ls ar:d of at least aver­
age intelligence. I doubt such ~~sleading reporting is i~te~tional. The~ what 
explains reporters repeatedly saying that increases to t~e highest levels in 
A.-nerican :history are "reductions" and "cuts"? 

I am forced to conclude that reporters eit.~er haven't reac the budget or 
if they have, they don't'.understand it. This prompts me to Lake the following 
suggestions wnich I believe will greatly improve reporting on this irr,:;>ortc.nt 
issue: 

1. Urge your reporters to read the budget. They don't have to read the 
whole document ~~ even if they just look. at the summary at tt_e bE:gi:ming, it 
would help the.cu to know what t.,~ey are writing about. ' 

2. I n:3.ve been told by some of your colleagues that reporters have read 
the budget before writing their stories. If so, why not a_-rrange a short course 
in remedial reading. Leonard Silk could give it. 

Althous-n I know you are not responsible for the ec.itorials, it would be 
kind to in-..rite l-~ax Frankel to such a course. His daily edi to:::-ials E.aying that 
a $56 billion increase in tax collections is a "reductior, of taxes", eloquently 
indicates he could be helped by knowing the difference bet~een tax rates and 
t~x receipts. (Too bad he wasn't conscious when Kennecy ~as ?resident}. 

These s:.:sgestions would take little time, would g:reatl::,' i..TDprove the 
factual accuracy of Times' stories, and would give. reacer s a -truthful picture 
of the current situation. It would give your staff a sense of satisfaction 
knowing that by truthful reporting tney are creating an info:rr.ec public, wr:ich 
is the prerequisite for a sound deiuocracy. It would have t'he ac.-:::ed 2cvantage 
to you personally of reducing the number of letters I write ycu. 

Who can :::-esist these benefits? 

Witht:::c_::::y ,
1
-i s:-1e s, 

____ /! · 1 e ~ .L_ r----- !~ 
- {,. ,r ' 

Paul E. ?·'.c.:-ihem 
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October 28, 1981 

Dear Bill: 

In. .. all. our .. meetings since Yorktown I• ve 
neglected ... to.,,.thank .you,_foz:._your_.~historical 
background" you sent me. I appreciated it 
very much and was more than able to hold roy 
own with the History Buffs who were there 
in great numbers. In fact,-it provided rouch 
o_Lmy_...conv..er.sa.tional. .. .material.,_a.t the.,. luncheon 
aboard the DeGrass.e.._ 

Thanks again for your thoughtfulness and all 
the time and effort. 

Sincerely, 

gbr--
/ 

The Honorable William casey 
4100 Cathedral Avenue, N.W. 
Washington o.c. 20016 

811029 

\ 

_,.,;r :: , "· 
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October 28, 1981 

Dear Ella: 

,,, :Forgive me for being so late in telling you 
••• •••• _how. _grateful. ... Nancy .. _~and . .. I _are .. for __ the .. \t1onderful 
k'fk.~~~;.\:-_-:·_ evenin you. ave to all of us t th Whit0 T-ronaA_ ,,:;.~ ·,·..:. . . . . g.~, , g . .... ... .... .. ..a , e .• _ '.!><'-~--- ·--~-

J;X' f,· .. · We know the demands that are made on your time 
~~~:~;!~n 1• ·.i. and -talent. · ·You were more ·than kind. 

·J~z}t:~-'. •• ~Xhe...Jtin.g_and_Que.en are both !ans of American 

• • .f..r ~. 

_;~-,~·· 
.... ·-

-t: • ~~ 

music and they wer.a....stil 1 ta 1 king_abou.t._~011 
- whe.n...we..,..pu.t. tbero in thair_c.ar_tQ___X_e._tuJ:"n__tQ 

.. Spain. 

>•And why not -- Nancy and I are still talking 
about you. Nancy sends her love and again 
from both of us a heartfelt thanks. 

Sincerely, 

ISi RON 
. 

Miss Ella~tzg~rald 
c/o Miss Mary Jane J)utwater 
451 North Canon Drive 
Beverly Hills, California 90210 
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October 28, 1981 
~1--t .; 

Dear Fred and Sue: 

Dil~'<_Clark delivered your letter and gift 
and I'm gratefu1 for both . 

• :J · ~ 
,i ,~• 

_· • Than~~\!..-~.E..YPur _,9~-~~~£~'L~o!Ff~~--~~ 
Y9:\l.~fpr._ mY __ -'Jaqds.Qme J2_og~~~ '!'~~-- ---~ .,!._-J assure 
you I'll ~·ro.ake use of it. I've never aeen 
one quite like it. 

Nancy sends her best and so do I. 

Thanks again . 

Sincerely, 

ISi RON 

)( 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Hummel 
4652 Whitney Avenue 
Sacramento, California 95821 

RR:vml 
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October 28, 1981 

Dear George and Lolie: 

I _learned...froa Do.ug~about~,the..-unfortunate illness . 
that_kep_t y_ou....from .. making .. the_GbJ.na ti::i~ ?--I'm 
truly sorry and hope there will be another oppor­
tunity. Above all I hope, _tha,~ __ yo:u .. ~~r~_.:t"~gQy~:i:eg 
and _ feeling._._f.it.~ -- that's more important than any 
trip. 

I'm sitting here waiting out the long afternoon -
,- . till 5 P.M. when the Senate votes on the AW.ACS . • 

sale to Saudi Arabia. At the moment the count 
looks . about even. One undecided Senator told me 
he was going to pray for guidance. I told him 
if he got a busy signal it was me in there ahead 
of him with my own prayer. 

Well -- again I hope and yes, pray, that you are 
once again enjoying good health. 

Best regards, 

x' 
Mr. and Mrs. George Eccles 
First Security Corporation 
1525 Penroae Drive 

IS/ RON 

Salt Lake City, Utah 84103 
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--GEORGE S. ECCLES 
79 SOUTH MAIN ST. P , 0 . BO X 30006 

SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH 64125 

November 247 1981 

Dear Mr. President: 

I was certainly proud and elated to receive your personal note. 
When I think of your busy schedule; I am especially appreciative 
of the fact that you took the time to give a thought to my 
predicament. I well remember the afternoon we spent together 
at my place at Eldorado - - and the session we had at your 
lovely home. 

Doug has told me of the wonderful trip· he had ai~ad the rnemoi-able 
experience I missed. I am still somewhat incapacitated but do hope 
to regain my strength and health and have another opportunity 
to make the trip to China. My work with the World Bank, the 
Marshal Plan and the I nternatiorial Monetary Conferences has 
given me an opportunity to see all the world except China .. 
It was a source of deep regret to me that I had to forego the 
extraordinary program in · China that you were so kind in setting 
up. 

Lo lie and I li.stened to Jim Baker on 11 Meet the Press 11 the other 
day, and he di.d a superb job. Lolie is a Houstonian and they 
lived across the street from Jim. 

Certainly__, I think 11 Reaganomics 11 is the only program that has any 
chance of succeeding under present conditions. I hope that you 
will not be dissuaded from persevering with your approach by 
those who are less resolute and, perhaps, less wise. If you 
persevere, and the Country patiently gives you the support you 
need, we will overcome our difficulties and be on the road to a 
dynamic recovery. 

I am grateful to you for your prayers, on my behalf. I am doing 
some praying myself these days, both for myself and for your 
success. I am not too worried about busy signals. Because, 
as you know, from Salt Lake City it is just a local call! 

Again, my heartfelt thanks for your very kind note. Lolie 
and I send you our warm regards . 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

,·i . .,~r 
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November 4, 1981 

Dear Spanky: 

Thanks very much for your letter and for 
your support. I'm very grateful. ,,...,,!!l~§;. 
too, ... ft~ yourc~~1;J....a..,I!,..,,for next t-!ay al­
thoug have to say t ·aon't even know 
what country :t'll be in by then. I've 
discovered r real.ly don' t have much to say 
about my schedule. 

I enjoyed your response to the Senator. 
We hadn't known about that letter but when 
we did see it, we put a stop to that darn 
quick. 

Let ree explain about him and the Congress­
man. They are chairmen of the Senate 
Campaign Committee and the House Campaign 
Committee to get more Senators and Congress­
men elected to help us in 1982. rt's a job 
_that has to be done but not the way the 
.Senator was doing it. I was embarrassed. 

Again, thanks and best regards. 

Sincerely,_ -

IS; RON -

X. 
rlr. George McFarland 
3500 Buckner Lane 
Fort Worth, Texas 76130 
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:,'~ -~ y9u 'for .,-giving ~e ~he :. opp.ort;uni ty_ to ad4re£Js 
.·_?.)uys~l~ ,. to your· :qo~rns .. ~·~ .. ~Your <_•l~t.t~::,:o,f _. Oc~o'3er"·.·1,~t: 

. ·,has, .. :just reach~ my dell>t'. '.'.°" Y~~ spe~JfJed t~t. y°'u • 
, .{:.·:,: /· . ~ted: to hear frOJI?. .•~'· per13ona11y, .. • &C\i,here •ir am . • , •• 

'l:$¥~J:..:.-i.-'\, ·. .. · .: __ ; -,'· ·_ .': ., · 1 .. ~'."'. •. ,, ··- "' _:··:~-: • :-~- ··\, · ·- .: • • ~: •• :<-~4- -·· . - · . 

t:t~,}t. _You asked boj, we cow.a balance: the ~~get ,_by robbing · m ,~l ·;··:·.:-:-,t ·t.t.ie poor ,,and giving to the : x;ieh. Well, that isn't 
/ (,,~/~/-.\·. what we' re ,cie>ing_. . -~ .ar_~ tryin,g .,to·· iedw;,e the_ co~t 
ff~_:\-":~- of .government •. and hav~ .alre~dy. obtained:.: consent ·of·, . 
i4Jl.' -· C~ngress to re_dU:c_e •i the··bu~gfit ~y Jnore than 35 pillion 
~.}f.'"-;. , 0dbllar;-.s •. • . : • . • • • • • 
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':'-: ~~: 
:~ ·. 
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we ~re r~ducing • tax. :ra,te11 across the- boat-d. This will 
9ive 74 percen·t of the relief· ,to tJ:io~e who· are pres• 
ently paying ,,, 72 percent of the total 'tax, _the _. average 
middle-class ~ricans. 

. .. 
We are ·tr.:ying . to do what you ·$uggest.e~"-- znake able­
bodied we,l_fare re~ip1~nts __ work at ,ua~fu.l conmu~nity 
jobs in -return for their welfare -grants. __ As Governo:c: 
of California J: did this and it -"10rke<l: very well. So 
far ., Congress 'doesn't like the ·idets·~ .: 

We .. have not suggested reducing Social. Security. We 
are trying to do .what you suggested -- removing . those 
who are. not disabiedor deserving of grants they are 
presently getting·~., • 

We are not cutting back on sehoo1 ·1unches for the 
·- needy~ We are trying to quit · prov,iding them for·. those 
wbe aren't needy .. 

:Now, ·as to the White House, we aren•.t spending a penny 
of tax JnOney~ · The government provides $50,000 for an 

~}-\( :.:\_· 
, ' ,: .. ~; I ' ._._,, . ' • 

.. ,· 



. !': Selling plane$: ,,tp'' sa:udi Arctbia, ·.will; ·run n&- 'risk of 
• ~. . . giving secr,ets .·_·:~way . an~ ; it::,' _w:j.i1 prov;ide ~pusands of 

jobs for . Amer:i.'ca~ work~;r~: .. _ '· < .: .. •• , • • 
.. ~ ·~' ~' ~ 

!' ... 

• ~ Yv:i ,,., . :. ?•·~·?' /. ., . •
1 

".: 

,, We dori I t take 
0

Aif ' Fbrc.e ' One t6 C~inp' riavicl ; The Camp 
is on:lY twenty niiµut,~.s ; :from· •,the White House· by heli­
~opter~. 'l~he . heli9optets_ have to fly a . required number 
of _hours every we~,k -to keep _crew arid machine in shape. 

I hope this answers your concerns and I assure you this 
Cal)tii_in isn't in his tent when the fight is going on. 

Sincerely, . 

Mrs. Bonnie M. Porter 
· 712 Center Street 
central City, Kentucky •• 4'2330 
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President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear President: 

7 12 Center St. 
Central City, KY 42330 
October 1, 1981 

; 

I am writing in ragards to the manner in which you are trying to run our (my) nation. 
I wish to receive a response to this letter immediately, from President Reagan personally, 
not someone on his staff. I demand to be heard. I am only one voice, but it takes only one 

( loose stone to start an avalanche. 

You say you are going to balance the budget. Sure! How do you propose to do this 
with your present plan of robbing from the poor and giving to the rich. You ask for 
welfare and food stamp cuts. This is a good proposal. I do not believe in supporting lazy 
moochers with my hard earned money, but some people are trying 100% and still need 
help. Watch just how much you cut. • Those who absolutely need help could work as 
janitors or do other menial jobs at government agencies receiving welfare aide in 
exchange for their services. Government aide should be earned, not received as a gift. 
Also, if you cut Social Security benefits to any lower level than they already are they 
won't be worth receiving. • Instead of cutting Social Security, investigate those now 
drawing the money. You will find that many so called "disabled" people are really capable 
of performing job tasks that would enable them to make an average living. 

Another thing is school lunch reductions. Cutting back quantities of food in school 
lunches is outrageous. For some children this is the only decent meal they receive each 
day. If waste is a problem, such as cole slaw that is thrown away frequently, substitute it 
with a more favorable vegetable. At the beginning of each school year schools could send 
a survey home to parents requesting a list of the fruits, vegetables, and meats, etc. most 
liked by their children. The results could be compiled and when economically possible th'e 
most requested food provided. This would eliminate waste and present a balanced, 
nutr itous meal. 

On the other hand, why should there be any cutbacks in any department when you 
proceed to spend money, that could be saved, on unnecessary, frivolous expenses. For 
example, new china for the White House is absurd. I am sure the present china is more 
than adequate. You want to deprive children of food and yet you want to eat your own 
lunch on plates costing us (tax payers) thousands of dollars. Some cutback wouldn't you 
say? My dishes, glassware, and pots & pans were purchased weekly for bargain rates at 
our local I.G.A. grocery store. I can show you what CUTBACKS and budgetting are really 
all about. Cutbacks are baking cupcakes instead of buying cookies, because it is more 
economical. Cutbacks are eating chicken instead of filet mignon, because it is more 
economical. Get the idea? Don't try to tell the citizens of the United States to cutback 
unless you are going to set the example! 

( 1) 



• Page 2 

Also, you want to create remodeling expenses costing hundreds of thousands of 
dollars, yet little or no help for those who can hardly pay the rent on a delapidated shack. 
You think remodeling is needed in Washington, come to my house. My remodeling plans 
must be postponed because I don't have the cash on hand and I sure can't afford these 
scandalous interest rates. 

I would like to mention your proposed cuts to the Mine Safety and Inspection 
regulations. Do you have any idea of the danger and risk involved in mining? Visit an 
underground coal mines. These men risk their lives and health to provide this country 
with its much needed energy supply. If you eliminate half of the present yearly 
inspections, safety standards will become more slack and the danger of this job would be 
increased immensely. Miners must work against nature which is very unpredictable and 
always has the advantage. If they do live until retirement age, most suffer with Black 
Lung disease. Do you know the misery and suffering that go along with Black Lung? It's a 
KILLER! I realize many draw the benefit unrightfully, not unlike all other benefits. This 
should be checked into and current regulations should be enforced. Many miners do 
agonize greatly from the disease. One of my grandfathers died at age 54 with Black Lung 
and my other grandfather is presently a victim of the disease. My husband is currently 
employed at an underground coal mines. Why should he or any other person risk life and 
health to help fulfill their country's great energy needs if there is no hope for help when · 
they are dieing from this dreaded sickness? 

Let's talk about defense. I am all for our country having the advanced technology 
and equipment necessary to defend our nation, but then you turn around and suggest that 
we sell some of our most highly advanced airplanes to a country of lesser technological 
know ledge. Why spend money on developing better equipment if you are going to give all 
our secrets away. To be more prepared than another nation, we must know more. 

You also ask us (The Citizens Of The United States) to conserve fuel yet any time 
you see fit to hop into Air Force l and jet to Camp David for the weekend, you do it. Why 
don't you stay at home on the weekends, I do. I'm sure you could relax in Washington, 
D.C. 

These United States are a great nation. I want to make it a better nation in any way 
that I can. America has he r faults, but She is still the best country in the war ld. 
Everyone must pull together to strenghten Her, but our leaders must set the right 
examples. You can't expect the army to fight on the front lines if the captain is always in 
his tent. 

cc: Senator Wendell Ford 
Congressman Carroll Hubbard 
Governor John Y. Brown 

A Concerned America n, 

Bonnie M. Porte r 



Hon. Ronald Reagan 
President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear President Reagan: 

121 East 82nd Street 
New York, N.Y. 10028 
September 2, 1981 

Your supply-side economics has worried me no-end. 
I do not believe anyone really understands it and I doubt 
that it will work. By the time we find out, the poor and 

• elderly will have died. Perhaps that is its purpose. At 
any rate, as the wealthy become wealthier and the poor become 
poorer, I become more and more concerned. 

As my concern about econ0mics increases, other 

//

situations arise which begin to concern me even more. I can 

I 
understand an employer working out a schedule _and delegating 

1 
work, but can a country with its ... millions of people really 

• be run by a strictly 9 to 5 or 9 to ... 3 man? A further concern 
in that vein came up during the Air Controllers strike. Is 
it possible that such a very serioui s~rike ~an occur and 
the President of this country, after instigating a mass purge 
of airline employees who have the very serious job of the 
safety of the public on their heads, take, without giving it 
another thought, a month's holiday? 

While I was in much turmoil about the above, 
something else occurred. Our Pres.idemt was not .allowed to 
be awakened during the shooting of planes, not once but twice, 
which could have caused international incidents and possibly 
war, and still may. 

I have read where some of those in Congress refer 
to you as another FDR. ~I __ xemember . FDR well . and .J:Jelieye . me., 
you are _DO. EDR. He was no figurehead. Our last figurehead 
was-··Eisenhower. If we learned anything from that era, it 
was that charm does not a leader make. I would __ feel _better 
if you concentrated more on lec3.ding _the country--the poor 
as well as the wealthy--and less . . on your personal µeeds, such 
as long vacations, ~horter hours~ fashion, parties and being 
the head of a royal family (which we do not have, incidenta1ly, 
in the U.S.). The American people, as you so often have 
stated, do not want your job handed to someone we did not 
vote for. 



~11104:' 
.~.f ; Dear Miss Wal ton: 

I ·'m glad you provided me with a return address so 
I can respond to your letter of September 2nd. In­
cidentally, forgive me for being so late in answering. 
With the hundreds of thousands of letters that come in 
each month, it takes a while for one to reach my desk. 

. .. . . You expressed worry about "supply side" economics. I 
.i?'?:· 1: ··'·· ·don 1 t know who gave it that title but we're really 
J;; ·~ talking about common sense. Runaway inflation, high 
'· • interest rates and unemployment didn't start with this 

Administration. They are the result of almost forty 
years of deficit spending and excessive taxation. Our 
national debt has now reached a trillion dollars. 

I know we can't cure all that at once, but we have to 
start and that means reducing taxes that are stifling 

·, the economy and cutting back on government spending. 
Our program just went into effect October 1st so it 
can hardly be blamed for our troubles. The truth is 
inflation is falling and so are interest rates. I 
believe our program will work. 

Now with regard to my working habits, I can under­
stand why you would have some wrong ideas in view 
of some of the ridiculous falsehoods that pop up in the 
news. 

This President doesn't have a nine-to-five or nine­
to-three schedule, nor does he have a five-day week. 
I take the elevator up to the living quarters in the 
White House with reports, briefings, and memoranda 
for which there is no reading time during the day. 
I spend my time until nlights out" ·trying to absorb 
all of that. 'l'he same is true of the weekends -­
when I'm not attending a Summit Conference or making 
a speech somewhere. 

0,~css1 
I> E:o a'-( 
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The air controllers were warned well in advance that 
the law specifically .prohibits Federal employees from 
striking. In addition, they had each signed a written 
oath that they would not strike. May I remind you 
that F •. D.R. (whom I supported) declared that public 
employees could not be allowed to strike. 

Now it is true I went to California for roughly three 
weeks, but the Congress had gone home as they always 
do at that time of year. I was still President, how­
ever, and there was never a day that I did not have 
meetings with Cabinet members or staff and, of course, 

.. the reading went on as usual. 

You referred to the incident of the planes and my not 
being awakened. That isn't exactly correct. I was 

f/,.:J;r' awakened at 4 :30 a.m. when full information had finally 
~i. ,_:\_. • • been received. I wasn't awakened earlier because early 
.. !_'.:_ •. _: ·: bulletins were too sketchy and provided no information 

'.', 

·,,. ,. that might require a decision by me. But being called 
~.-.. ~ .. ~."-~.:.~.'..~.-.~_· , a~ h4 :30ha.m.hisf harfdly afcdaise ofblietting me sleep the 
~ ~- nig t t roug or ear o stur ng me. 
'";·_. _ _., .. 

,f':,' 
: \ ~- ~ 

; ·,• . 

,;~ , : ·· . • •• 
i_. •, • • : •. 

I assure you I am not the head of a "royal faroily. 0 

Our program and my efforts are aimed at helping the poor 
because they are hit hardest by inflation. 

Thanks again for letting me respond. 

Miss Dorothy Walton 
121 East 82nd Street 
New York, New York 10028 

RR/AVH/pps/cbs--
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Dear Mr.· Fox: 

'l"'hank you for.writing as you did and for 
giving me a chance to respond. 

How do I say and· make you understand that 
my criticism of, quote, bureaucrats, unquote, 
is not aimed at you or the· thousands of 
employees like.you? 

I have stated many times that the majority 
of· government workers are conscientious, 
proud of what they are doing and are indeed 
good public servants. Unfortunately,.such 
lines are seldom if ever quoted so you have 
no .way of knowing they were spoken. 

I'm aure you will agree from your years of 
·service that· there are those -- most often in
positions of some authority·whose·top priority
is maintaining the status quo. It is these I
refer to in the 'tone that has caused your re­
sentraent. I can cite cases of deliberate
sabotage of policy changes, new furniture at

_years end to use up the budget, etc.

All of this I experienced as Governor and
still see it as President. But, in both jobs
I was always aware of the other -- the hard
working, efficient and, yes, patriotic employees.

I apologize for not saying this more often in.an
effort to get it quoted, and thank you again.

Sincerely, 

.
1 S/ RONALD r-k/\ 

Mr. J. P. Fox 
13020 Sturbridge Road 
Woodbridge, Virginia 22192 
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September 30, 1981 

Dear President Reagan: 

As of September 27 I have been employed by the federal 

government for 30 years. I suppose you would consider me a 

careerist. Over the years, I have become accustomed to the 

·gibes and jokes made about civil servants knowing that all 

professions have this in common. But I know of no profession 

who pokes fun of their own in public. Your administration has 

made me feel ashamed to be a civil servant. You, Mr. President, 

have needled us in nearly every speech, all but calling us lazy. 

Even Counselor Meese brought a doll which was labled "The Bureaucrat" 

to a cabinet meeting. He joked that when he placed it on a pile 

of paper the doll just sits there. You and your administration 

are working hard to publicly ridicule federal careerists. I know 

of no past administration who has made such an exerted effort to 

embarrass its employees. 

I have worked hard over the years to do a job which I am proud of. 

I have felt that as a civil servant I owe the public more than 

100% effort. In all of the tasks which I have participated in 

during my career I can honestly say I have not been ashamed of 

the product. Because of this I have never felt that I had to 

back up to the pay window to receive my wages. 

To this day I still look forward to the next day's challenges 

and enjoy getting up in the morning so that I can start finding 

resolutions to them. There are days in which things do not go 

well and all your efforts seem to no avail, but in the long run 

when the task is completed you know that you have given your all, 

your best and you are proud of the results. You also know that a 

part of you is in the finished product and the public has been 
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well served. 

I know that I am not alone in these feelings, a majority of 

federal employees feel the same. But we are only human and 

when we are reviled, humiliated, and ridiculed in public it is 

· bound to hurt. A good manager never admonishes or berates his 

employees in . public, then why do you? Remember we are the 

employees who you must rely and depend on to successfully carry 

out your programs. Most of us are eager and anxious to help 

you meet your campaign promises and obligations but not over 

our humiliated bodies. Until now I have not thought of retirement, 

but if you and your administration continue this public attack 

and abuse the last eight years I must serve are not ones which 

I look forward to. 

In closing I would like to state that I know my feelings are 

but like a grain of sand. By itself there is not much meaning 

but should this grain of sand combine with others it could create 

a land slide. I hope you, not just your director of correspondence, 

reads this letter and understands what I have tried to impart. 

13020 Sturbridge road 

Woodbridge, Virginia 22192 

Sincerely, 

J.P. Fox 
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