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Dear Mother Teresa: 

THE WHITE HOllSE 

WASlll!'\C,T01' 

December 18, 1984 

Thank you for your most recent lett~r and for your kind 
wishes and prayers fc1r Nancy and me in this Holy Season. 
Nothing means more to us than the many prayers that are 
offered on our behalf. We have found in every day that 
passes the assurance that they are heard and answered. 

That this is so came to mind recently after the calamity at 
Bhopal when I read that the people of that city were awaiting 
your arrival to help them deal with their torment and loss. 
One of our newspapers reported that you visited centers 
to console children orphaned by this tragedy -- just as in 
recent weeks you also consoled Ethiopian parents orphaned 
of their children by the ravages of famine. These disasters, 
sadly not simply the result of natural causes, put to the test 
all of the physical and spiritual resources of humanity, but 
they also set before us a question that is answerable only by 
the truth of the great celebration that is approaching. 

Thinking of what your coming to Bhopal meant to those 
victims, I could not help but reflect on what the world 
awaited nearly two millennia ago in Bethlehem. It is that 
Prince of Peace, He who is "to bind up the broken-hearted, 

• to proclaim liberty to the captives," whom God sent to our 
troubled world and whom, through your person and so many 
others, He sends anew even now. We can and must do our 
part to relieve the suffering that grips other regions of the 
globe with food, medicine and other forms of assistance. I 
am proud to say the American people have .always responded 
to such crises, privately and through their government, with 
great generosity. But the help we give would accomplish 
much less if it were not accompanied by messages of hope and 
charity such as you have carried across the seas and 
continents. 



-
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Just a few days ago, as you may know, we announced 
additional steps being token to assist victims of the famine 
in Ethiopia, including the release of 300,000 metric tons of 
wheRt from our national reserve for use in emergency food 
programs. In addition, $50 million from other accounts has 
been transferred for emergency food use. We are toking 
further requirements for Africa in the near term under 
advisement. and we may ask the Congress for ndditional 
resources, if necessary, to help meet this challenge. 

We recognize th~t we can offer assistance only because God 
has granted us abundance. We know that much more needs 
to be done, and in the weeks and months ahead we'll do 
everything possible to help in this lifesaving work. These 
actions flow from our concern for the dignity of human life, 
in every stage and condition, and our policies will continue to 
be founded on this principle which you have exemplified so 
well. May you and your Sisters always find the strength to 
carry on in your missions, and may the comfort and joy you 
bring to · others be returned to you a thousand times over. 

Nanoy joins me in sending you our best wishes. 

Mother Teresa 
Missionaries of Charity 
335 East 145th Street 
New York, New York 10451 

Sincerely, 

P. S. I have asked my staff to inquire into what can be done 
about your Sisters' visas, and I am hopeful this will be 
rosolved very soon. 

RR/CAD/ AVH/pt(12PMND) 
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Thri Pr r-r;d~ 'lt, c-f' +,1-ie li ni ted 3t.:t.!-,.S ri f A,r,,~,:: c;:i, 

T1;t: TTf,i t .f::• 'louse, 
~·Ics~inrtrrn fl . C. ?n10:'. . 

Dear Fresident Penga'l, 

Thank y ou for hPlpin,1 thP. s: st.ers in thP lJ .s. wi.t!-i their JT"!'llir-rat.ic11 
prohleMs. Tt is a bir- worr;r f'or thee: . f.s '1r. c:'il'l'l'!Ors sur;p:e sts we will 
!"lnpl" f'n!" G i.i-l 1· :' sc1 · , the f'utnre, 1.-,u+, !·!i" re.,.1 lv ca11not &!)ply every year •. 
Jt ,•rn•1ln sti11. ta'!-re ton rn.~ ch t:ime away fro-:1 our poor people, :::nd there 
is no cert;dnty the si.stPrs will i,e Rrante~1 th<> ,:Ytens10ns. 

; arr, enclosinrr a c- opy o" "l:,· l et t e r t.ri Vir. : : r:l"lo:1~ "in 1111.:.C'h l ;:,;,k i f 1-:.f' 

c an arranre for th~ sisters tn be gr~nt~d B -1s ~~ lon ~ ~s th~r r emK~n in 
the u.:~. ;,s f•;isc-i0n;,.riP.::; of Ch~r i t.:v - no one will ~;tay lon[_;<.:: r tr.~n ten 
:•ear~ , ann the ?.verar .: st?..y is very much 1 LSS thc;.n th~t. ] do not know 
whet.her it fallc "" i thir: hi~ corr,petence to arranr;P thi~, hJ.t. :--lease can 
ycu hPlr us? 

::- Pas very 1-iappy to k:~0°-: that f'oo:3 is elrearl~r on its 1,:a~- to :Stliiopi.s. 
w1-1E:·r e ~0 ':'l~ny cir:c> cyint; f'ro :r, c;tnr-vation. r, od will reward yo;i for all 
you are doing for life at eve r y stage. 

Hy personal rep:ards to "'Janey. 

3~ 0Ure that :; 2"."lr-1 the si.sters re"'llPmbcr :vou in on pra:•p;:~ a~r~ our 
1'acrifjces. "'nY Our J,arly nr f'.' :1,"rr vo;Jr hPart fo:r th~ c-or:inr of her Son 
at Christmas so t hat Tcsus "11?:,' a1WD?S fi11. you wH1

• His pcc>.cP. ;:ind 1l1s 
joy. 
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WASHINGTON 
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~ ... 
ANNE HIGGINS 
Special Assistant to the 
President and Director 

of Correspondence 
Room 94, x7610 
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\1~t~J Teresa, winner of 1979 Nobel Peace Prize, comforts young 
,~ct~ during a visit to Indian city of Bhopal where thousands were 

• 1 -a ., . c t •• I , ~ . .... ..I r- ♦ • , ", . 1. • ...,. ,. I • ,.. ' • . ..., , , , . ,1 . T ' , . • • . . ' I . .. , . I 

new problems yesterday when rumors of an impending eva1· 
spread panic through city of 900,000, and about 900 emplo: 
,·it ,- ·., J, ., u, •,;: t h n ,;; 1i l :ll w :dkNI nff their j0h G P :" '." "1?, . 



., Andrew Borowiec . 
·E WASHINGTON TIMES FORE IGN SERVICE 

NEW DELHI - Fear of a new gas 
1saster intensified in the central Indian 
i ty of Bhopal yesterday, and authorities 
1ade hasty plans in the event a mass 
vacuation becomes necessary. 
Tensions rose after an inspection by 

igh-level specialists of the Union Car- . 
,ide factory where a liquified chemical 
1sed to · manufacture pesticide turned 
nto ' 'lethal gas and seeped into the 
,tmosphere last .. week, killing about 
',500 people. ' 

The specialists, who reportedly 
ncluded the plant's former American 
nanager, Warren Womer, were quoted 
,y Indian officials as saying they were 
,ot "lP0 percent certain" about the 
afety of some 30 tons of methyl iso-
·yanete still stored at the plant. '.. " 

·Police reinforcements were rushed to ', , , , . ~ . ., ,1, 

he · city, -some 500 miles south of New ' • • _ 
>effi!~:S?ses -wert:",being ,·m_obHized as,~~ i~ f~.1'?-~(~;.:::f ·,~~ 
1uthont1es warned of a possible-need to~ ~1t.•~ i►<J~•,,\1 • "'i,~;t.;t."r 
·vacuate up to ·10,000 people,- mainlyl~ ,· \· · .. • ; '· ! .• . ;_: ,ff : 
nhabitants of shantytowns near the , 
•!ant. Adequate notice will be given, • Mother Teresa bends to ·comfort a child still suffering from the after-effects of the poison gas leak which kl: 
,fficials stressed. last week in Bhopal, India. A wildcat strike by hospital staff complicated the aftermath of the world's worst 

Indian sources said the process of 
,eutralizing the chemical would take 
our days. It was· not clear what ·_ if . ,. willing to help in emerge'ncies. But he 
,nythin~.;. was being done at this stage ' said the walkout would continue until 
,mid•]ack of authoritative information • the councilman apologized. 
,nd ;J'eports of differing views among • The wildcat strike coincided with 
he scientists. :--- •• 'i : , • . . Nobel prize-winner Mother Teresa's 
~eanwhile, doctors · at the largest'.\' 1-visit to the hospital and other centers to 

lQSpital in Bhopal walked off the job in .'.' . console childrenJ>rphaned by the poi-
1 wildcat strike yesterday and left vie- sonous gas leak. 
• ims:_Qf history's worst chemical disas- •· In New Delhi, attention remained 
et,~'without medical treatment, the : focused on the legal wrangle ahead 

,'ress,'Ihlst of India said. (. which started last week with a $15 bil-
~~s'many as 1,500 people injured in ,,: .' lion suit against Union Carbide filed in 

' he\ che~ical • disaster were at the · Charleston, W.Va., home base of the · 
:ovemment-run hospital. Senior physi- : American company, on behalf of the 
:ians struggled to treat all the seriously families of two victims. 
II patients, according to hospital super- , Despite continuing Indian press 
ntendent N.R. Bhandari. , reports that similar lawsuits will be 

·The strike began at 3 p.m. when a · filed by the central Indian government 
nunicipal official slapped one of the and the state of Madhya Pradesh, of 
loctors , on duty, according to PTI _ which Bhopal is the capital, legal 
eports: Bhopal · Councilman Ashok • • experts remained cautious. One source 
',haba said he had protested the dis- . told The Washington Times there is no 
harge of a patient who was still suffer- . -' recent record of governments suing for 
,1g _from side effects of gas poisoning, ·: · damages on behalf of citizens. 
·ut denied he assaulted the doctor. • 1_.i . ' • India's Central Bureau of Investiga-

A spokesman for the striking interns·:··" tion issued a preliminary determination 
,nd '.p-iun~es said "n,o patient will be ·'.: ·.· Monday that poor safety measures at 
,llQw~d,to die," since the strikers were·· the Union Carbide plant were responsi-
½:➔';f.'Wl :$~:_._ .. ,r-tJ'.•.; t .'- ~-. ; • •• 

. ~-:i '. _, 

•• j - ~ 

ble for the chemical catastrophe. said no traces o 
Other suits already have been filed or found in 'the la 

are in preparation, a~d Indian execu- pies. · ' ·' ,, 
tives of Union Carbide remain under . In New Yori 
detention. ' •. the United Sta t 

At company headquarters in Dan.-,>:· two goverome 
. bury, Conn.; Chairman Warren M"'.' .': .''. /'Jlaintain a'n e, 
Anderson told reporters Union Carbide :;: : Kaya tY,an 1 

. would contribute $1 million to a Bhopal ; . . addressing a n 
relief fund. But the chief minister of :,t eign Policy As· 
Madhya Pradesh state, Arjun Singh, ··. lethal leak wou! 
said the state government would nof ·,.;- to reconsider a 

· . accept any Union Carbide contribution.· ~.'.-.\ ~rn ind!,lstries i 
Union Carbide has said its financial .':.,: • "The 'enorm 

soundness • is not threatened by the /'/Bhopal is so va 
potential damage awards, "considering·• • still tryif!g to fu 
both the insurance·and other resources : "There will I 

available." will - say that 
Since the state is also planning to sue should not be 1 

the company, there is "no question of industries" in 
accepting the token gesture," the news _there will be so, 
agency United News of India quoted Mr. • "But I know t i 
Singh as saying. are in contact ,, 

Fifty scientists began studying the • maintain an ew 
environmental damage, sending sam- . "It is somethinp 
pies of air, water, vegetation and soil to · to watch.'\ 
government laboratories in New Delhi, This article is b. 
Bombay and Hyderabad. City-officials vice. repor,ts .. _ 

~- . ~-
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- Of Lie (' of U1 c l ' re~; s S1·c r e tary 

For Immedia te Hcleasc Decembe r 5, 1984 

REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT 
ON SIGNING AFRICAN FAMINE RELIEF DIRECTIVE 

The Roosevelt Room 

2:06 P.M. EST 

THE PRESIDENT: I'm happy to announce that the United 
States is taking additional actions today to provide increased 
assistance to the victims of the terrible drought which affects major 
~arts of Africa. 

Three hundred thousand metric tons ofi wheat from our 
government reserve is being made immediately av-ailable for emergency 
food programs. In addition, $50 million from other accounts is being 
transferred for emergency food use~ Finally, additional requirements 
are under review, and if necessary, we will seek additional resources 
from the Congress. 

These actions are in addition to unprecedented American 
efforts which have been underway for many months. During the last 
fiscal year, we provided 500,000 tons of emergency food to Africa. 
This $170 million grant was more than in any previous year. On July 
10th of this year, I announced a five-point initiative to speed up 

~ U.S. delivery of emergency food aid. And in the past two months, we 
surpassed all of last year's levels -- 600,000 tons of food, with a 
value of more than $250 million. 

The people of Africa continue to be in desperate need, 
and the cost in human lives, as Jack has told us, is horrible. The 
United States will continue to uphold our humanitarian tradition. 
While our· emergency aid seeks to help remedy today's suffering, our 
regular programs of development and assistance will continue to work 
to eliminate the root cause of famine. These programs will help 
Africa grow more food in the years to come. 

And b_>Yond any governmental program, however, I want to 
pay tribute to the outpouring of support which the African crisis has 
produced in the private community. Organizations such as CARE, 
Catholic Relief, Lutheran World Service, AFRICARE, the Red Cross, the 
Internati?nal Rescue Committee, Save the Children Fun~, and many 
others, have provided the manpower on the ground which has permitted 

'_ programs to reach those most needing assistance. The contributions 
and support of millions of caring individuals have been absolutely 
stunning and are e3,5ential. And this is America at its very best. 

We in the government and those in the private sector , . 
recognize that much more needs to be done. And in the weeks · and 1• . 

j months ahead, we~ll do everything possible to assist in this 
t,:-important, life-saving work. 

~·:. . . 

·, 
'. ' 

Thank you and God bless you all. And I will now sign. 

END 2:11 P.M. EST 



White House Magazine Summary -3- Monday, December 17, 1984 

PERISCOPE 

Another Mission for the Delta Force 
Middle East and Defense Department sources have confirmt:d 

that the United States flew a special commando squad to an air base 
in Oman last week to help free the passengers of the hijacked Ku­
waiti jetliner. Two days after the gunmen killed two Americans at 
the Teheran airport, troops from the Army's counterterrorist Delta 
Force landed on the island ofMasirah, in the Arabian Sea just off the 
sultanate's coast. The purpose of sending the elite team, according to 
a Pentagon source, was not to launch a rescue mission in Iran, but to 
be at the ready should the aircraft leave Iran for a country with a 
more cooperative government, one that might have accepted assist­
ance. American officials were particularly reluctant to discuss the 
secret operation: Persian Gulf-area states are very sensitive about 
revealing any military cooperation with the United States. r 

More Slashes From Stockman 
Among the unpublished specifics of budget director David 

Stockman's complete "hit list" of proposed nonmilitary budget 
cuts for 1986-1988 are more than S5 billion worth of reductions in 
veterans' programs and S6.5 billion in revenues through the attach­
ment of new "user's fees" for a wide variety of government services 
that are now often provided free: 
■ Stockman wants to impose a one-year freeze on cost-of-living 
increases in veterans' compensation and pensions. He would pro­
vide free Veterans Administration medical care only to those who 
genuinely need it as determined by a "means test,'.' and the terms of 
YA homeowner loans would be made less favorable. 
■ The budget director also wants new or higher user's fees imposed 
on shippers who use government-built deep-water ports and inland 
waterways, on boat owners who use the Coast Guard and on 
slaughterhouse owners who .use Department of Agriculture meat 
inspectors, to name only a few. 
■ Sacred cows S toclcman did not dare touch incl udc social security, 
food relief to the Third World, foreign military aid and subsidized 
arms sales, the State Department budget and aid to allies like Israel, 
Egypt and El Salvador. The budget director did manage to slash one 
former untouchable program: the civil-defense system, which he 
recommends terminating. 

Thinking Twice About Price 
On New Y car's Day, Rep. Melvin Price of Illinois will observe his 

80th birthday, and soon after, the aging Illinois congressman may 
have to fend off a challenge to his chairmanship of the House 
Armed Services Committee. Price's stewardship is threatened by 
younger Democrats lining up behind Rep. Les Aspin of Wiscon­
sin, who, they insist, would provide more vigorous leadership of 
the important committee. Aspin's problem is that as the sixth­
ranking member of Armed Services he must also contend with 
older hands, panicularly second-ranking Democrat Samuel Strat­
ton, an ardent Pentagon backer who believes he should inherit the 
job. Price's strategy for keeping his post now is to hint that this 
will be his last term. 

Mother Teresa to Reagan: Send More Food 
White House aides credit Nobel Peace Prize winner Mother 

Teresa with focusing Presiden·t Reagan's attention on the famine 
in Ethiopia. She ·wrote Reagan a lettct during the campaign 
expressing concern about Ethiopia's food-distribution problems, 

NEWSWEEK/DECEMBER 24, 1984 

and be called her from Air Force One to promise that food relief 
for Ethiopia would become a high priority, in contrast with earlier 
days of his administration, when critics charged the United States 
dragged its feet because of Ethiopia's Marxist leanings. The 
president then phoned M. Peter McPherson, head of the Agency 
for International Development, to jog American efforts. "After 
Reagan made that call," says an aide, "there was a hundred 
million [dollars] more in aid, food and fuel." Since Oct. 1, the 
administration has pledged more than 210,000 metric tons of food 
to Ethiopia. 

Matheson: A Reaganaut's Democrat? 
Well before leading Democrats were urging him to run for the job 

of party chairman, Utah Gov. Scott Matheson last summer enter­
tained an offer to head a group of Democrats for Reagan. The offer 
came during a meeting with Reagan-Bush pollster Richard Wirth­
lin, then visiting Salt Lake City. A spokesman for Matheson insists 
the governor was "flat-out not interested" and had not known why 
Wirthlin wanted to sec him. But one high-level Reagan campaign 
strategist tells a difffcrent story. "We got word he might be interest­
ed in supporting us," the strategist said. "There's no way he 
wouldn't have known what Wirthlin wanted to talk to him about." 
Matheson has declined to run for the Democratic National Com­
mittee chairmanship, citing his lack of interest in fund raising and 
other party-building mechanics and an aversion to living in Wash­
ington. He is still considered a prime candidate to chair a new 
"policy council" that some Democratic leaders want to establish. 

A Sandinista CA>mes Qean 
Tomas Borge, long considered among the most radical ofNicara­

gua's Sandinista leaders, may have committed an indiscretion by 
making his political views explicit at a recent forum outside his 
country. "You cannot be a true revolutionary in Latin America 
without being Marxist-Leninist," the Nicaraguan interior minis­
ter said in a surprise visit to a seminar sponsored by the Casa de 
las Americas, a Cuban cultural organization, in Havana. Borge 
insisted that "we are not copying the Cuban revolution," but said 
he felt "clandestine love" for Cuba's system. "Because of the 
tactical moment, it is necessary not to fully articulate the view­
point," he said. flustered after spotting tape recorders in the 
audience, which included 55 Americans. Even so, he concluded 
that "the Cubans arc ready to give the last drop of their blood for 
Nicaragua." 

To the Grand Canyon by Rail-A • 
A venerable American tradition could get a second chance as 

soon as next summer with the revival of passenger rail service to 
the Grand Canyon. For almost 65 years, access to the park was 
provided by a steam locomotive from Williams, Ariz., some 60 
miles sou ti.. of the South Rim. But passenger service ended in 1968 
and freight haulage in 1976. Since then, the main scenic drive into 
the park has often been clogged with bumper-to-bumper traffic. 
The renovated diesel-powered locomotive. which is expected to 
transport about 1,500 people a day at S20 to S25 for an adult 
round-trip ticket, will be operated by a private contractor. The 
National Park Service has signed off on the idea. despite doubts it 
will reduce road congestion and concerns over how to disperse 
passengers arriving at the depot. 

JONATitAN ALTER wi1h bureau reporu 
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December 18, 1984 

Dear Mr. Speer: 

Thank you very much for your letter and your 
vote. I'm sorry to be so late in replying 
but it does take a while before mail reaches 
my desk. 

.. 
I share your concern about those who give in 
to the idea of war being inevitable. That 
in itself makes war more likely. I don't 
believe it is inevitable and I also share 
your views on the horror of war. There have 
been four wars in my lifetime in one of which 
you fought. I don't want to see a fifth. 

Let me assure you I have no higher priority 
than peace. I'm going to do everything I 
can to see if we can persuade the Soviets to 
join us in eliminating nuclear weapons. We 
have to face this fact, the Soviet Onion 
doesn't want war but it does want to control 
the world and will use the threat of force to 
reach its goal. Which is why we must not let 
down our guard. I think of our force as a 
deterrent to war. 

Again, thank you for your letter and for what 
you've done for our blessed country. 

Sincerely, 

RONALD REf1GAf~ 

Mr. Stephan E. Speer 
1426 Sixth Street 
Wasco, California 93280 

RR:AVH:NM:pps 

RR Dictation (Sample) 



St r. ph ,1;1 E. Sp ··0r 

1426 Sixth Street 

Wasco, California 93280 ·Jc 
p, 1 /V" President Ronald Reagan 

h President of the United States 
The White House 

November 4, 1984 

' .,· :,.. . -- -

~---~!J,.--
·· - . 

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W. 
Washington D. C. 20500 

Dear President Reagan, ,.. ... 
r 

Let me begin by saying that I believe that you have sincerely done 
\ your best while in office during the last four years. I am especially pleased 
\ that inflation is under control and that there is a steadiness and pride 

prevalent in these United States that was lacking -for so many years. I will 
be pleased to add my vote to your reelection efforts. I would in turn request 
that you consider some very deep concerns that I as an American citizen am 
confronted with. 

As a Vietnam Veteran, I am deeply concern~d . ....with -our- na.t-i-on!-s--general 
feeling_th.at.~War ___ i.s..J ne_y_j_table. When I hear this I am truely terrified 

- . - -- ··- - ---- ·- ···· 
for my chi 1 dren and our who 1 e way of life. We in this countr,Y,- with the 

-----·-- -·--· - ---• .. -~-- ··- -·- -···--·--~ .. .. .. _ __ _ .,. __ 
exception of those of us who have experienced it, do not fully understand 
what horror war really offers. I _pe_rsonaJ}y __ do not pass a day without 

- • ---· - - -- - -- ------ - --
a terrible sense -~r_sadn~~-~ __ at what occurred in my early life as a result 
of ~wa·r:=-My·•· f.a.the~. _a_Nayy medic,- was severely -- traumatfiecf°by whaf"he" exper-,.}.:~.:-~--.' .\:-, 

· - - -- - - ....... . - - ·- - --- --- - ·-·- --· - - · - ··--·--··----- ,;-•,· r:..-~-4:., · ·-Fr~ .-
ienced during World War II, as indicated by ~i~ _sj~t_~.r~. He never spoke of ~.:::.:.~?'?.'.:~.''"". · 
h-i~-;~p;r·i~nce- to -ine .anct"-carrfe~.-hi ·s--h~~~o~s to the grave with him. I do know 

that he lived life fully but seemed bent on self destruction. This according 
to my family was a complete change in personality for him and one that manifest-

• ed while he was overseas during the war. That was the father I knew, didn't 
understand as a child (perhaps not until I had returned home from Vietnam, six 
years after his death), yet loved none the less. 

: . . 

, .. 



~~ ' 
.... - ·-··- - - . 

I, much more fortunate than my father, am well adjusted after Vietnam, work 
as a Microbiologist (thanks to the· G.I. Bill) but also harbor terrible feelings 
of sadness at what occurred in Vietnam, especiaily during my tour from 1969 to 
1970. I left the war behind determined to live life to the fullest. I enjoy 
every breath that I take and thank God that I am i~ full command of my body and 

.. 

senses after that experience. Please do not allo~ this country to become involved 
. ' . 

in another war. 
t 

Rather than that, direct us as a nation, to help the people of 
the world to live without fear, without hunger, and without despair. Encourage 
our people to work together and individually to strive for the good of our 
fellow man. Acknowledge these efforts publicly so that others will be encouraged 
to follow suit. Let's not base our efforts on stopping Communism but rather on 
stopping ignorance, hunger, and evil. These acts alone will be the greatest 
deterrent to Communism. In closing, while you proceed with your duties as 
President, I in turn will make certain that my children grow knowing just 
how precious their way of life is. They will be made fully aware of what is 
expected of them as citizens of this country and as citizens of the world. 

Thank you for your time and may God bless and guide you in all that you 
do. Yours is a tremendous responsibility as all of our lives and hopes are in 

your hands. 

Most sincerely, ,.{: ·-
... . . ~-: 

Stephan E. Speer 



---
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December 18, 1984 

Dear Dick: 

Just a line to acknowledge your good letter 
of the 13th and to tell you again how grateful 
I am for your continued support. Believe me, 
your suggestions .and the points you raised 
will get careful consideratiop by all of us. 
We're making progress on the Defense package 
too. 

A Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to you 
and your lady and again my thanks. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable Richard Thornburgh 
Governor of Pennsylvania 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120 

RR:AVH:NM:SEV : pps 
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REPUBLICAN GOVERNORS ASSOCIATION 

December 13, 1984 

As Chairman of the Republican Governors Association, I want to 
. express our thanks for the opportunity to meet yesterday with Ed Meese, 

Dave Stockman, Jack Svahn and Lee Verstandig to be briefed on the 
Administration's initial budget plans for the upcoming year. 

We strongly support your desire to reduce the federal deficit, cut 
the size of government and minimize the tax burden upon all Americans, 
These efforts are, in fact, reflective of our own initiatives at the 
state level as well. 

We recognize that, as Governors, participation in your deficit 
reduction effort will require considerable commitment on our part. We 
think we have proved equal to similar challenges in the past and commit 
our best efforts to cooperating and coordinating further with your 
Administration in the months ahead to assist in these endeavors. 

Following our briefing, we offered the following observations upon : ,-,; 
_ how we could best participate in and support your -efforts to meet the .· _ '."; ,.;:,··•· 

f ..... ~_:._:; ___ !_:;,~].~~·-.~ ___ :'., .. ·,::. ;-· tff',;·· goals outlined to us: .. ..\·:~.::: ::;\"~;:_._~f\~·.:{~:: ... :_·) ::_:*.~:~:_:I.:~.~·; __ ~_;_·\!'_?~_-_ "?J·.--~-·-~-·t _:)_:~_·(.~~-_f_~::~_£_:~:~~-·; .. _· .· ... ··· . .. - - ··· . ; -.: .. ! .·~~~ ~?::.::.:.,:/."' :::•~"> _1 -·~::· <. :·- -·. . .;~ : . -- ., .. ,... .. --~ - - '~ _,, :or - ~ ..... .,-- • ;,,. - r'W-_:~ 

'f, . ~ 
1) Proposed cuts in aid to the states or to the business , :.•,>::· :! . 

community which could impact adversely upon efforts at economic .. • -: .. .. " ···• 
development and job-creation should be carefully scrutinized lest they· • - '_' __ , 
prove counterproductive to continued economic recov.ery. While we . . :( ::;, ( :. 
recognize t hat the size of the deficit is itself a major potential _: . .'· ': <.·>. • . 
inhibitor in this area, we feel that programs and grants designed to .•, -~'.~~~, ,. •• ~ 
promote continued economic growth should recieve special consideration 
in the budget process. • 

2) To the maximum extent possible, states should be granted 
full flexibility in the use of federal programmatic dollars, especially 
in enabling us to assist in providing essential services to those most 

310 First Street , Southeast, Washington, D.C. 20003 • (202) 662-1320 
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i n need. We can indeed "do more with less" if we are relieved of 
inhibiting federal mandates and restrictions as we proved in our handling, 
for example, of the block grants implemented in federal fiscal year 1982. 

3) Some thought should also be given to phasing in cuts in 
some of the areas where zero-budgeting is initially proposed for 
1985-86. Reductions that might be absorbed over a two, three or five 
year period could be accommodated in a far more orderly manner than 
those which must be "swallowed in one gulp" during a given fiscal year. _ .. ,·., 

r· ~~~f.~. ':-~~r: -:~~~ts/· ···~{~·~ , 
., >~- ~ • 4) To the extent possible, we would_ ,appreciate learning .atii•"t•·~:.'~•-··,··f:·i;i; · 

;' -~ ; ,the earliest possible moment of •likely federal _budget :·~uts., which will,::(§'j • "''. ·' 
' . , ... ,'l! . impact upon the .- states -;in" l985-..S6 ."' 'so that uncertainty anl' confusion' "'in'' . '.': ~-

our own budget processes can be minimized. Follow-up meetings between 
our respective budget offices could be arranged to further mesh our 
joint efforts. 

5) We Governors recognize that grants and subsidies to states 
and local governments must be impacted if true deficit reduction is to 
be effected, but we need to be reassured that an equal commitment to 
other proposed areas of reduction is being made and will be sustained by 
the Administration. As, I suppose, most other constituencies, we are 
wary of being "cherry-picked" in the event our support of your programs 
is "locked in" while others are excused from the reduction process. 

6) Appropriations to the Defense Department should not be 
spared from the cost-cutting process, so long as our essential national 
security interests are not impaired. Cutbacks and stretchouts in normal 

,- ( procurement, for example, should not be declared "off limits" if a true 
' ,. .. • 

:.} ) - . _ across-the-board "freeze" is contemplated -- especially since it appears , 
~--f, _ .,.. y that substantial reductions could be accomplished in this_ sphere as a :', . . :· ,}\ \. 
,.:::_lt~,~ '' _ ,··-': means of equalizing the burden imposed in other important non-defense ~-•-, _ :,_ .· · ' :·, 

!~,. \:~1\r.~-< i;,.'>i1·t~_i:~ .: -· • : ij? :.-.: : , - • .. . . . -•• __ .t :- • ~- -• • : \ ,.. ..;-:"> :i --~~} >. \ ;:·: ) .. _-():-.. >t ~·l~~>})J:,~i ?• -
•t-~,;;J!~~J{;~.; • . _\ff'Again>! we~:-offer~-our ·thanks ': to·:'a11 concerned for :·a m~st ' .con~tru~t1'.v.e}ij~JlV;: 

/'·· • :.- meeting and express our willingness to follow through in further efforts ,•• • 
to devise a process to maximize our opportunities to support the , . • • 
Administration's commitment to restoring a greater degree of fiscal · 
integrity to our federal budget process. 

Chairman 
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December 18, 1984 

Dear Mr. Murdock: 

Thank you very much for your letter. Thia 
is just a note to acknowledge your letter 
and to tell you I share your opinion of 
Jeane Kirkpatrick. She has done a magnificent 
job at the UN but understandably believes 
four years, with the sacrifiae of family life, 
is enough. I assure you I . intend to make every 
effort to keep her in the Administration in 
some capacity. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Deroy Murdock 
Post Office Box 6086 
Washington, D.C. 20057 

RR:AVH:NM:SEV:pps 
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Deroy Murdock 
Box 6086 
Washington, D.C. 20057 

December 6, 1984 

·~. ' .. The Hon. Ronald Reagan 
, ~· President of the United States 
• :: -•,. ·- The White House 

:i.ir:i:_f i~~af l\i,nf {~·n,'. .• ;, 
0
,: C ( •• ·Yt:.~ , .. ::ii·;;; ii~;;i'E:,,t~,;~i ,ii' ';:>):6;J:ti5;~:t1iit1tit;z~it~x:; 

~ '-••··· · '" + .DeaJ,>-Mr , '1-Pres1dent. ~,.,.'. ,}· it ·- ~- r . ... ,5,.;_~ ... . -.. *·····"" \c1,. ;- • ' 1,·• V,)} ,>~ -~~~-- ,,~ .-•. !/ .,,., . 
.. , ~~,~~;~ :~: \\:.':~~-~~~~,.,~~~tri~':i.J:;~~f.l: ;;.i~~:.:,~.~t'i.~~t~i:~ ~ .. ~f :~~~~~t~j\ ~;~~ . _ ~it'~~)~~, ~~~~:r.-~~~$¥1'h~l~~~.-· : .. ~ . ~:~· ·~ k 
.;f~\\_:'. I would like to take this opportunity to urge _you to : .. . :c·.'\;}'·tJf:~.::._0 />:·. 
• . .,,;; ·: . . keep someone on your team. As you are about to begin your ' ':.. :.· ·<·,t•'::'. - ,' 
· ~.>,· • second Adm in is tra tion, I truly hope you .wilJ .. _n.oL a 11 aw ' J.ec!,ne v ~ .~,/ '-:•'7,:0' ·,, ,, • . 

:. -.i/.. Kirkpatrick- to - return·-··to- pri va.t~ . . li.f.e. She brings a rare and.~ · ... . ·t,'.' ;--
, .... . , much needed realism to American foreign policy as well as a. • •• .. ·> 

~ ~ . • ', host ·of analytical and intellectual skills which are indispensable~ 

; :··; 

.~\.:: 

Ambassador Kirkpatrick has served you loyally and has made • · • 
her country proud through her work at the United Nations. 
I sincerely urge you, Mr. President, to keep Jeane Kirkpatrick 
in your Administration in some high level capacity. She is a 
national treasure you and America cannot afford to lose. 

-With seasons greetings to you and the First Lady and best 
wishes for your second term I remain 

cerely yours, 

ll !:,~~~i,i;?,c:i}};[,lti~;,/ ,• ::;!,'; , ··•· /,ii 

lQJ 
Droy Mu dock 
National Director· and ·· - . 

, ,., , Chairman, Washington,- D. C ." ·-:=·· __ • 
• •• · ·'' Young Arn~ricans ·· for ·' Freedom;:;, .. ;-, 

·.,' 
';' :· ~~ • . .. : 
) ' '~-~ ·, 

_.~ l 
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' . 
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Deroy Murciock 
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The Hon. Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 
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December 18, 1984 

Dear Mr. Buchanan: 

for your letter of 
November 30th. I'm most grateful for the 
input you provided and assure you it will 
be helpful in what we are trying to do. 

__ -Huch of what you said substanUatea finding• . }< •. ~ -~ 
·: . of the Grace Comnission and certainly doV~J ,- , - • :·· • 

.,1-\ '. ·ta.ila with my own experiencer ·as '.• Governor ; -r_ ~, -:,,--:·" ~~r • 
•:; ·•, ·.The battle back here will soon be joined 

Thank you very much 

and every bit of ammunition such as you 
- , provided is welcome. 

.. . , 

·, ~ ~} (,•• J. ·".· ~· :~\ ~t! ., 
.. ' ; ._~ ·::.. • ~· · ,,.,.,- . 

• ··::, ·'_,;r;::;;z.~ttt It~J'ti:'ij:L 
; ,-., 

••'": ' 
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GEORGE D. BUCHANAN 

ADMIN ISTRATION BUILDING 
20 SOUTH SECOND STREET 

NEWARK , OHIO 

AUDITOR 

LICKING COUNTY 
PHONE : 614-349-8421 

EXTENSIONS: 
AUDITOR: 207-208 

REAL ESTATE : 240 
PERSONAL TA X: 237 

43055 

Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

November 30, 1984 
r 

To restrict the grcMth of a 
tree, you must first contain 
its roots. 

Although you will probably never receive this letter personally, I feel I have 
put off writing to you too long. Perhaps many people have alluded to the same prob­
lem in different ways. But I feel I can talk about this subject from a different 
point of view. 

As Auditor of Licking County for the past eighteen years I have watched how some 

\

federal progi-~---~:~- f<:>rced to <:!~?:'.'~ In our c'?unty welfare departrnen~--rnow t:i:ie cie~ ­
ment of humart services), I was here when the first federal money was infused into this 
local bureaucracy. 

The general relief, aid for the blind, aid for dependent children, etc. caseload 
was handled by one ( 1) caseworker for one hundred fifty to two hundred (150/200) cases. 

/
I We were advised that the programs had to be handled by sep~rate people, and we could 

not have more than forty (40) cases for one (1) caseworker. Otherwise, no federal 
( money would be available to us. 

This shortly created a ne~g __ Jqr c:i, larger building, additional equipnent, supplies, 
and other related costs. sf.ate and federal reimbursement was then available to retire 
the debt created by this expansion. 

I visited the state deparbnent of public welfare with the local director to dis­
cuss cash flow problems. After the meeting I was waiting outside the district direc~ 
tors office and overheard this remark. "Bill, spend everything we are allocating to 
your programs, or we will send it to saneone who will spend it. We are asking Congress 
for more money next year. We have to show that the need exists or we will be cut". 



Honorable Ronald Reagan 
Page 2 
November 30, 1984 

Things have not changed much in eighteen years . . . . except to get worse. Yes­
terday the current director was in my office. He advised we will have to go on 
electronic deposits for their clients now. If we do not offer this, the federal 
funding share will be cut. 

Then he said we need to build an addition to our present building or build an­
other building. He is required to increase his staff to keep within the regulations. 
Also, the building is jammed with files of current and closed cases. Again we will 
be reimbursed by the state (and federal), over the next 15 to 20 years to pay off the 
indebtedness and building maintenance. 

I know there is little you can do about the regulations pranulgated by high­
level bureaucrats and adopted by the Congress. But I do believe in the budget you 
send to Congress you could put a lid on the amount to be spent by this department. 

I am not talking about a no-growth figure after allowing for inflation or new 
programs adopted by Congress. Set the figure based on acb.lal current expendib.lres 
.... not budgeted figures from the previous year plus allowances for new programs 
(needed) and included in current requests. 

This won't do the job by itself, but it is a start in the right direction. The 
people at the bottom will start dropping off the payroll .... because the people 
at the top will make sure they keep their own jobs first. 

Then, if our "great ·Govemor Celeste" decides to make up the difference .from 
his surplus tax collections, we will get a double benefit .... we will elect a Re­
publican Governor two years from now. 

Thanks for winning the election. Nice talking with you. 

Sincere! 

uchanan 
udi tor, Licking County 

GDB/rnb 

cc: File 



December 18, 1984 

Dear Mrs. Castro: 

Thank you very much for your letter and your 
suggestion. You'll be pleased to know we 
have a team of prominent business people con­
ducting a bond drive as you suggested. Of 
course, this doesn't get at the deficit problem 
which results from too much grovernment spending. 
We're working on that problem also. 

The bonds of course are another means of 
borrowing. The good point is that the interest 
will be paid to our own citizens. Right now, 
one out of four American families owns U.S. 
savings bonds. 

Thanks .again and thank you for your kind words 
and your prayers. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Estrelita T. Castro 
2447 Nalanieha Street 

. Honolulu, Hawaii 96819 

RR:AVH:NM:SEV:pps 
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2447 Nalan i eha St. 
Honolulu, HI 96819 
Hovember 15, 1984 

u 

PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 
WASHINGTON , DC 

• Dear President Reagan: 

:.) 

First of al l, I would like to tell you that I voted for you and 
also prayed and fasted the day before(along with millions of my 
fellow Chri stians) for your re-election victory. 

I realize t hat you now face a huge deficit problem, and I am 
writing to you with an idea that came to me on how you can overcome 
this problem. I may be ridiculed by others, but I trust you. 
to respectfully hear me out. 

~ 

Do you think, Mr. President, that we could have~us Savings Bond 
Drive like we had during WWit. Could we not have Hollywood Celebrities 
criss cross this great country of ours to urge every citizen to 
buy bonds to save our economy? 

And when we do receive the funds, can we not set it up soley for 
this purpose? • 

• I would be very surprised if you responded to this letter. Shock I 
1 _ believe would be a better word, but either way, I'm glad to have 

{,:,\.,J<;_t,~is opp_or~unity to write you. 
., . · -: ... . 

••· .. :· 

•,,··•:.i:.:_.~_;,~•,:•~,~-\ . CL.~.: .. ,•< •••~·~•.• •.· 
. -~ .. ~~::;.: .. . _. ) i ; ~~ - '( ~. ., .. ~ • .J - '\♦'",. , .•• , . , •. , ·' · .,__ 

_,,,~--- Pl ease give my regards to Nancy. 
· •. ·· ~ -• r• 

• :· . pray for both of you daily. 
I 1 ove both of you very much·- and , .. ,_ ... ~·-

Thank you for loving my Lord Jesus Christ and honoring him before 
men. 

-• 

Estre l ita T. Castro 

I' 
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December 18, 1984 

Dear Mr. Wendt: 

Thank you for your letter and for giving me 
your view on the Treasury Department Tax 
Proposal. Let me just explain that their 
proposal contains a number of options which 
we have to study. So far our attention has 
been centered on the budget proposals. We 
won't get at tax reform until we've readied 
our budget for presentation to the Congress. 

I can assure you your views will get a hearing 
when we do take up the ~ax plan. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Frank P. Wendt 
824 Harbor Road 
Southport, Connecticut 06490 

RR:AVH:NM:SEV :pps 

RR Dictation (SXrnple) 
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FHANI{ P. WENDT 

824 llAnBOll HoAn 

SOUTHPORT, CONNECTICUT 0<3490 

December 5, 1984 

_,. 

Dear President Reagan: 

This letter is in opposition to the Treasury's proposal 
which would allow charitable deductions only for gifts that 
would exceed 2% of the donor's adjusted gross income and would 
disallow a deduction for unrealized capital gains on gifts of 
appreciated property. 

I'm a Trustee of a number of organizations including a 
New England College, a Divinity School, a Secondary School 
providing naval training and a local Library. In each case, 
we rely entirely on the private sector for our funding. The 
Treasury proposal penalizes philanthropy - at a time when this 
country has taken great strides in shifting the burden of under­
writing many programs from the Federal Government to the private 
sector. 

It makes no sense to restrict Federal support for student 
aid and for the arts, for example, and at the same time reduce 
the incentive of private citizens to take over these financial 
obligations. 

I am very disappointed in the Treasury's tax reform pro­
posal. We should not use "simplification" as a vehicle to dis­
card the "workable" tax code provisions which have evolved after 
considerable discussion and debate over many years. Our present 
system may be complicated - but it works! 

incerely yours, 
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December 18, 1984 

Dear Daniel: 

Thank you very much for your thoughtful letter 
which was wright on.w While we want to save 
wherever we can, we have to recognize that 
Defense spending is determined by what others 
in the world like the Soviet pnion or a Libya 
are doing. We must not and will not let down 

. our guard. 

Thank you for your generous words and giye my 
regards to your brother. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Daniel P. Wilhelm 
Port Huron Northern High School 
1799 Krafft Road 
Port Huron, Michigan 48060 

RR:AVH:NM:SEV:pps 

RR Dictation (Sample) 
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porn HURON NORTHERN HIGH SCHOOL 

1799 KRAFFT ROAD 

PORT HURON, MICHIGAN 48060 

•: I • ·:-~ .... l"· · ·· I · a.m., a.. ser11or ;;oc,,f _ _..-, .. · 7>~rf- ,. f{qt'c,i. _."~ :t''f .;~-)-- -.. 
:· A/or-l-her4 t-117'1 Sc.htJc>( who ht<.s ea.re fully 

been. wt:l f-chins -th,'.s 17a,,t-i°ori 's . d-eftnS<:.. 

spe,,ct,~s. I t(Wt. a.... .s-/-rorlJ SC<ppl)rfer 

e>f a.. ..s4perior ti.efense ~ysfem, and 

f-ee.l i'f- IS q_ ne <:. €'.Ss; f-y f-a fh ;,s 

e ~UYJ +r/e s fore jn ___ a. n _~ ____ ~-~-'::!l-~-1:!l'C.. polt~1~J. 

//lty bro--1-her (.A..)uS sf-4.,.f-io11.ed.. ott. 

.. _. . +Ji~ l(, S.S. -~i~;_t~ dur-/r::3 ___ ~ i>J,C;dt!.n f- _ 
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The President 

The White House 

Washington D.c. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

I am a senior at Port Huron Northern High School who has carefully 

been watching this nation's defense spendings. I am a strong supporter 

of a superior defense system and feel it is a necessity to this 

countries foreign and economic policies. 

,' My brother was stationed on the u.s.s. Nimitz during the incident . 
r, 

with the Libyan jet fighters over controversial international waters. 

Without an intense defense budget backing up the Black Aces flying the 

phenomenal F-14's, the United States would have become humiliated and 

lost the lives of two brave pilots. Instead, these pilots were supplied 

with the most up--to-date technology and shot down the two Russian-made :> · 
' (~ :· 

jets. 

This caught the attention of the rest of the world and won our 

claim over Libya about its international waters. 

I would like to thank you for your support and demand of a vital 

militia while reminding you to keep up the great work and strong 

leadership that has made America a respected world power. 

.• 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Daniel P. Wilhelm 

~ Port Huron Northern High School 

Krafft Road 

Huron, . Michigan 48060 

.... 
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December 18, 1984 

Dear Miss Sarmientos 

I can't tell you how grateful I am for your 
letter. You were 1.10re than kind to write as 
you did and I'm most grateful for your generous 
words. --

It is tragic that your generation must put up 
with teachers vbo feel as the"ones you over­
heard do. In a way I feel sorry for those 
teachers, their lives must be so empty. This 
nation was meant to be a nation under C-Od and 
thanks to people like you tl-..at•s what it will 
continue to be. 

During the campaign, crisscrossing this land 
and ceetin<J the people, convinced me that the 
overwhelming majority of our people have kept 
the faith. Thank you again for writing as you 
did. You have much to give this land of ours 
and I'm grateful that your family came to these 
shores. 

God bless you. 

Sincerely, 

Hiss Maria T. Sarmiento 
7505 Canal Boulevard 
TaL1pa, Florida 33615 

RR:AVH:NH:pps 

RR Dictation {Sar.iple) 

841219 



Jan 3, 1985 

Dear Mr. Reagan, 

Although I've never met you, I feel as though I know you quite 

well. My name is Peg Johann Sander. My grandparents, Ruth Hogan 

and Carl Johann, went to college with you in Eureka. I have lived 

in Eureka all my life,.until six months ago when my husband and I 

moved about 15 miles to Morton. I was at the college on your 

birthday when you spoke in Reagan gym. As I said, I feel as though 

I know you. Now the reason fo~ my letter. 

On Christmas day I watched the program on television honoring 

some wonderful people at the Kennedy Center. You and Mrs. Reagan 

were in attendance. I was so moved by the number "Let There Be 

Peace on Earth" and tears came to my eyes. I saw you and you 

appeared to be moved too. The words of the song stayed with me, 

"Let it begin with me" and I thought, "What can I do?" As a nurse, 

I first thought of working for the Peace Corp and helping the sick 

all over the world, perhaps help the starving children in Ethiopia. 

Then I looked down at my four-year-old son and my 4 month-old daughter. 

My dreams of grandeur vanished. I didn't need to go to the other 

side of the world to help bring peace. I could do it right here, 

in my home, in my neighborhood, in my community. By being a 

Christian wife and mother, by instilling moral values in my 

children and teaching them the respect due all human beings, I 

can truly "let it begin with me." 

For some reason I felt urged to tell you this. I think you're 

a wonderful man, and you have my prayerful support as you lead 

this great nation. 

Sincerely, 

Peg Sander 

1028 E. Polk 

Morton, Illinois 61550 
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