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February 26, 1985 

Dear Mrs. Fletcher: 

Thank you for my "pony." I'm delighted to 
have it and am most grateful to you. Thank 
you, too, for your kind words about the speech. 
I'll let you in on a secret1 when I introduced 
our cadet and Mother Hale I was glad there was 
such sustained applause because I had a lump 
in my throat so big I needed the time to get 
my voice back . 

Nancy sends her warmest regards and, again, 
our thanks to you. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Arthur A. Fletcher 
516 G Street, s.w. 
Washington, o.c. 20024 
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Attachment C 

TALKING POINTS 

First, I want to commend Bo,b Dole and the Senate Republicans 

for hanging tough and resisting those outrageous farm bail ­

out demands that the Democr ats wanted. 

I 
We have to expect the Demf crats to play politics with 

I 
almost every issue -- but; they have outdone themselves 

with these farm credit p ~oposals. 

I know that Jack Block hk s been working closely with you 
I 
I 

on the farm credit prob l em. On Friday, Jack announced 
I 

that he was implementin~ the revised farm credit program 

that Senate Republicans! requested. 

I want to ask Jack to update us on the short-term farm 
! 

credit situation. Thii package with the improvements you 
! 
i 

requested will help. t want to make clear that we cannot 
i 

accept additional legi~lation adding to the farm credit 

package. I 
( 

( Secretary Block,<[ o make comments.) 

I know that you all know that one of our first big fights 

this y ear will be to release the FY '85 money for the MX 

missile. 

When this money was "fenced" by the Congress last year, it 

was generally understood that we would vote on the release 

of the dollars prior to the Easter recess. 

I'm going to call on Bud McFarlane to review the time-



table for the MX votes, f ut I want to 

of you that it is imperaft ive that the 

forward and I'm countinJ on your help 
I 

stress to all 

MX program go 

in this fight. 

Now to turn to another rea -- our mutual efforts to 

reduce the deficit. I that you have been struggling, 

in both the House and S nate, to try to develop a legis-

lative package to cut l ending. 

not an easy task. 

\ 

and I know that it's 

We have to work together to reduce government expenditures. 

The Democrats aren't go~ g to help us, so it is up to us 

as Republicans to find a \way to pass a spending reduction 
! 
I 

package a s early as poss ~ble. 

I Time is s hort. We all avreed to freeze overall spending 

fo r Feder al programs at ~he '85 levels. We agreed that 
\ 

we need a spending cut paf kage of $50 billion. It is _ J 
time for the Senate, wherr our best opportunity exists, y"'-
to come forward now wit\/an initiative as a basis for _a y{. ✓-~ 
mutually acceptable pack/lge O~ i •';;: / 

I • J, ? \ t/,r 
I want to ask Dave Stockman to make a few comments before 

hearing from you. 

(Dave Stockman o make remarks.) 

(Call on Bob Doe and Bob Michel, and then 
open for d ' scussion.) ' 
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'y_ ~airman, Comrade Grishin, stated that Konstantin 
,,;'" pared the text of a speech to the electorate. At the 

his speech was read out at the meeting. 

Chernenko Address 

Ustinovich Chernenko had pre­
instruction of Comrade Chernenko, 

PM222120 Moscow PRAVDA in Russian 23 Feb 85 First Edition pp 1, 2 

["Comrade K.U. Chernenko's Speech"] 

[Text] Dear Comrades, I express my sincere gratitude to the working people of the 
Kuybyshev District of Moscow who again nominated me as candidate to run for the 
Supreme Soviet of the Russian Federation. I will do my best to justify this great 
trust, this hi gh honor. 

Elections to organs of Soviet power are a direct and vivid manifestation of the 
political will of the people. And we, Communists, nat urally are proud that the 
Soviet people name, first of all, representatives of the Leninist party -- the 
leading force of our society -- as their candidates. This is convincing evidence 
of the support of the policy of the CPSU by the working people, evidence of the 
inviolable unity of the party. and the people. 

One year ago at the meeting with the electorate of your district, we had a detailed 
talk about key questions of domest ic and foreign policies, about the progress of 
implementation of the decisions taken by the 26th CPSU Congress. We spoke of the 
achievements and difficulties of the past years. We spoke of what we were going to 
do to make our motherland even stronger and finer, to make the life of every Soviet 
citizen better and richer in content, and so that there may be peace, a durable and 
stable peace. 
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That is why I would like first of all to inform you of what we have managed to 
accomplished over the past year, a year of extensive and strenuous work for all 
of us. 

You know full well that the party's Central Committee, the Politburo of the Central 
Committee worked actively in a very wide field. Much attention was devoted to the 
economy, to improving management and raising the efficiency of the national economy, 
developing the creative initiative and political activity of the masses, and 
perfecting ideological work . Serious measures are known to have been taken to 
strengthen discipline, law, and order. But still, let me tell you straight, there 
are not enough of them. In this sphere, we have acted and will act in full compliance 
with the decisions of the November (1982), June (1983), and February (1984) plenary 
meetings of the Central Committee of the CPSU . 

At the same time, we have gone right into dealing with a number of other very important 
questions of our life. Improvement of the work of the soviets and the school reform, 
perfection of the party guidance of the Komsomol, and scaling up of the activity of 
people's control, land improvement, and enhancing of the social function of literature 
and the ~rts - - these are but a few problems which we have directed our efforts toward 
resolving. 

The work of the party, as you see, is becoming ever more diverse and manifold. It is 
quite understandable why. This is required by the strategic course of the CPSU, the 
course toward the all-around perfecting of socialism built in our country. This is 
required by the specific features of the present political movement . We have 
launched preparations for the 27th party congress, the congress that is called upon 
to play a special role in the history of our party and the destinies of our country . 
It is precisely the 27th cong r ess that is to adopt a new edition of the party program. 

This will be the program for perfecting developed socialism, th.E; program of a great 
constructive endeavor that will make it possible to fully translate our socialist 
ideals into life. This means to bring nearer the possibility of fulfilling the tasks 
directly linked with the construction of communism which was and remains our lofty 
goal, to bring about a sharp rise in labor productivity and material well-being of the 
people with all-around flourishing of spiritual culture, and to ensure complete and 
universal assertion of social justice inherent in our system with its key principle: 
"From each according to his ability, to each according to his work." Such are the 
tasks of historic significance which should, in our opinion, find reflection in the 
new edition of the program of the CPSU, the work on which is now entering the final 
stage. 

Someone, perhaps, may say: Aren't we getting carried away by formulating long- term 
tasks, while far from all current problems in this country have been resolved to meet 
the standards of developed socialism? 

Here is how I would answer this question . It is possible to solve short-term, urgent 
problems successfully only by having a clear perspective for the future, clearly 
realizing the scale of future work. And the confidence that we will cope with that 
task is based on scientifically substantiated, realistic forecasts. This confidence 
is based on fully realistic achievements of the recent time, on the _results which we 
have achieved, overcoming certain negative tendencies in our development. 

Let us turn to the economic results of the past year. They speak of further steady 
progress of industry, of a substantial buildup of manufacturing capacities in key 
sectors of the national economy, and of the growth of our social wealth. 
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I will not quote the figures. They have been published in the press. I would like to 
draw your attention to only one indicator; I mean labor productivity. Higher l abor 
productivity accounts for almost the entire increase in the national income. 

From this follows an important conclusion: The Soviet economy ever more firmly estab­
lishes itself on the road of intensive development. This is the first and foremost concern 
of ours, both for today and tomorrow, for the present level of labor productivit y , 
comrades, cannot satisfy us at all. 

it would seem, is the simple forumla of 
know how difficult it is to translate that into 
organizational and technical, moral and psy­

To produce more with less costs -- such, 
intensive economic growth, but all of us 
reality. There is a host of problems 
chological. We are dealing with them more confidently now. 

The working people show a higher sense of responsibility for their work. Last year, 
for example, enterprises met their obligations concerning mutual deliveries to a 
higher degree than in all previous years of the 5-year plan period. Tens of thous ands 
of work collectives got down busily to economizing raw material and fuel. Now it i s 
one of the most pressing problems. 

All this tangible evidence that our economy is advancing to a qualitatively new stage 
of its development. In this process, there are achievements which are particularly 
gratifying to us. Among these, I am gratified to note the successes of the working 
people of your district. I have before me the data for the 4 years of the current 
5-year plan period. Labor productivity in your district's industry grew over SO 
percent more quickly than planned. Here are data for last year. You, just like the 
country's other collectives, undertook to raise the productivity of labor by at leas t 
1 percent in excess of the plan but raised it by more than 2 percent. A remarkable 
result. Well done, comrades! 

The working people of Moscow as a whole are working energetically in the 11th 
5-Year Plan period. They gave their word to attain the planned targets ahead of time , 
and we all know that the Muscovites are good at keeping their word. It was not just 
luck that, on the strength of the results of socialist emulation for 1984, Moscow and 
its Kuybyshev District have been awarded the Challenge Red Banners of the CPSU Central 
Connnittee, the Council of Ministers of the USSR, the All-Union Central Council of 
Trade Unions, and the Central Committee of the All-Union Leninist Young Communist League. 

It is known, comrades, that a rise in the people's well-being is the ultimate goa l 
of all our efforts in the economic sphere. We make continuous headway in this field 
from year to year. Take, frankly speaking, such an urgent matter es the satisfaction 
of the population's growing demand for durable, high-quality goods. The fundamental 
line towards the priority development of the industries which manufacture consumer 
goods has been consistently sustained throughout 4 years of the ·current 5-year period. 

We set such a task previously, too, but did not always manage to accomplish it. A 
real and practical change for the better has now taken place. 

It is good that heavy industry branches more actively join in the solution of this 
question, Last year their share in the manufacture of consumer goods grew up to 30 
percent. The social meaning of this, and political one, too, is clear to everyone . 
Our powerful industry to a still greater extent works directly for the good of people. 
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At the same time, we all know t hat to improve the quality of our consumer goods still 
remains quite a topical

0

concern. 

It is gratifying to note the success in the solution of the housing problem. In 1984 
alone, 2 millionwellappointed apartments were built. Forty million people were 
rehoused over the 4 years of the current 5-year plan period. And there is every reason 
to believe that the housing construction program, the largest one in the history of 
5-year plan periods, will be not only implemented but exceeded as we ll. 

For a number of years we have been consistently taking measures to improve the working 
and living conditions of women who have children and increasing benefits to families 
with many children. Among our top-priority concerns are an accelerated construction 
of nurseries and kindergartens, an increase in the production of and a rise in the 
quality of goods for children. 

We devote unflagging attention to building up the health of Soviet people. The party 
takes a broad view of this task . It encompasses efforts to make working conditions 
healthier, to protect the environment, to develop a truly mass physical culture move­
ment, and, of course, first and foremost, to perfect the medical service of the 
population. 

You know, comrades, that the party and our state are making more exacting demands upon 
the work of the health-service bodies and consistently working to overcome the serious 
drawbacks existing in this field. At the same time, we also see well the need to 
improve the working and living conditions of medical personnel. In particular, the 
question of starting the realization of measures next year to raise salaries for the 
health-service workers is now under consideration. This will be undoubtedly a big 
step in the social policy of the party because this concerns the well-being of more 
than five million people. 

In a nutshell, a lot of good is being done for people. But, frankly speaking, it is 
necessary that much more should be done. What hinders that? 

The answer, I think, is clear. The living standard and quality of life in our society 
rise from year to year commens urately with our work. Not less than that, but not more 
than that, either . This means that in order to raise the people's well-being more 
rapidly, it is essential to improve our work in all sectors more quickly and thoroughly . 

This is what the party and its Central Committee strive for. They persistently steer 
matters to securing a real turning point in the acceleration of scientific and technical 
progress and a rise in the ef f ic i ency of the Soviet economy before the end of the 
eighties. 

In this connection, I want to emphasize the following. Everyone, one can say , has 
broadly realized the need for qualitative changes in our economic work. What is 
needed is more resolutely to effect these changes in practice. It is essential to 
master more boldly and without delays everything useful and valuable that has already 
been produced for us by the economic experiments, advanced forms and methods of 
economic management. It is even more essential because we are in the concluding 
year of the current 5-year plan period. In order to worthily attain the planned 
goals of the period, I repeat once again, a large amount of persistent work with 
initiative will be needed. 

Planning and management, the e conomic mechanism and the system of remuneration of 
labor -- all should be now perfected without procrastination. In our calendar there 
is no time which would be specifically allotted for this kind of work. 
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Many interesting ideas and sound mandates on how to improve the work of our bodies 
of power and economic management have been expressed during the election campaign. 
The task of the soviets is thoroughly and with the utmost attention to study and 
generalize them. The main thing is to translate them into life and introduce them 
to practice. 

Comrades, little time separates us from the 40th anniversary of the victory in the 
Great Patriotic War. The heroic Soviet people under the leadership of the Leninist 
party ·.defended their socialist motherland in the hardest battle against the Hitlerite 
hordes, brought freedom to Europe, and saved the world civilization from fascist 
barbarity. This feat of arms will never fade! 

We revere the memory of those who died for the freedom and independence of our mother­
land. We have considered and still consider it our high duty to constantly care ' for 
the veterans of the Great Patriotic War, for their health, living, and welfare 
conditions. 

In connection with the 40th anniversary of the victory, it seems appropriate to 
emphasize again the entire importance of the purposeful and efficient work for the 
patriotic education of working people, especially of the young generation. The 
everlasting purpose of our entire ideological work is to cultivate in Soviet people 
love for the motherland and an unshakable readiness to defend the socialist gains. 

Availing myself of this opportunity, I want to congratulate our servicemen and all 
of you, comrades, on the approaching holiday -- Soviet Army and Navy Day. Soviet 
people may rest assured: The party and state have done and will do everything for our 
Armed Forces to be able reliably to protect the peaceful life of the people and for 
the country's defence capacity to be always at a proper level. 

Comrades, we, the generation of today, are first apd foremost duty bound to prevent 
a new world conflagration, to save life on earth. The present-day complicated inter­
national situation necessitates high vigilance, firmness, restraint, and, certainly, 
vigorous actions to improve the international climate. 

It is of great benefit to the cause of peace and international security that there is 
the community of socialist states in the world consistently upholding the Leninist 
principle of peaceful coexistence in the international arena. Throughout the past 
years we spared no effort to ensure that cooperation of the countries of socialism 
in all fields should strengthen and broaden. 

Strength in unity was the old watchword of the working class movement. Today it is 
fully applicable to the fraternal socialist countries. 

We have jointly foiled the designs of the imperialists to exhaust socialism economically. 
In recent years our countries have made further headway in their socioeconomic develop­
ment, and what is important, we are becoming economically less vulnerable to external 
effects. This is, in particular, the aim of the decisions of last year's summit con­
ference of the CEMA member-countries, on whose implementation we are all working now. 
The process of socialist economic integration is picking up speed, the international 
socialist division ~f labor is gaining in depth. Every individual fraternal country 
and the whole socialist community benefit from it. 

By acting jointly we have prevented the USA and its allies from upsetting the military­
strategic parity in their favor. This is going to happen in the future too, for our 
fraternal alliance is indestructible . 
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ii e 30th anniversary of the Warsaw Treaty is to be celebrated soon. I can inform you 
:1a t all the parties to the treaty have declared for prolonging it. Under the 
onditions when the aggressive imperialist NATO bloc continues to act, we need, as 
cf ore, a concerted, well-coordinated peaceable foreign policy and a reliable shield 
or peaceful labor. 

c are for enhancing the role and influence of the world socialist system as a whole 
n the international arena. In this connection we attach much significance to norma-
1z1ng relations with the People ' s Republic of China. Useful steps were taken in this 
~spect last year. Although we cannot but see the continuing serious political dif ­
crences, we would like to hope t hat Soviet-Chinese relations will be further favorabl y 
cveloped by the efforts of both sides. 

e cooperate with all peaceable forces on earth in strengthening international 
ecurity. In this day and age it means, in particular, cooperation with the freed om­
oving, independent states of the former colonial and semicolonial world. All such 
t ates -- from great India to small Benin, from the neighboring Arab countries to 
he distant republics of Central and South America -- are our natural and like-minded 
artners when it comes to the defense of the rights of the peoples and peaceful future 
or mankind. We treasure friendship with them and will develop and strengthen it. 

omrades, the core of our foreign policy today is, of course, the struggle for 
erminating the arms race imposed by imperialism, for averting the threat of a world 
uclear war. 

e are at the threshold of new negotiations with the United States. Both sides have 
tated that they enter them to prevent an arms race in space and terminate it on 
arth. They have come to terms to consider and resolve questions of space and nuclear 
.rms as a complex, in their interrelationship, which is absolutely indispensable to 
he success of the undertaking. This is the essence of the Genev~Accord. I 
1ould like to state once a gain with all clarity what our intentions in connection 
d .t h the forthcomin g talks are. 

' irst: We do not strive to acquire any unilateral advantages over the United States 
tnd NATO countries, or for military superiority over them. We do not need it, as 
,1e have no intention of either threatening them or imposing our will on them, but 
.1ant to live in peace and maintain normal, good relations with them. 

;econd: We want termination, and not continuation, of the arms race. This is precisely 
vhy the Soviet Union raises the question of such opening steps as a freeze on nuclear 
1rsenals of the sides, an end to further deployment of missiles, etc. We consider 
:he use of the negotiations for opposite purposes -- for justifying and camouflaging 
·urther buildup and deployment of mass annihilation systems -- to be an immoral and 
i ishonorable business, a decept i on of peoples and a crime a gainst them. 

\nd third: We want a real reduction of the arms stockpiles, destruction of a sub­
s tantial portion of them by way of a beginning, and not the development of increasingl y 
1ew weapon systems, be it in space or on earth, offensive or purportedly defensive 
~ystems. Our u~timate objective here is the complete elimination of nuclear weapons 
~verywhere on this planet, the complete removal of the threat of nuclear war. 

rhe divergence of views of the sides on the matters that will be discussed is great 
.10w. This is obvious to all. There is no shortage of gloomy forecasts which doom 
t he negotiations to failure in advance, but we do not share them. 
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Agreement is absolutely necessary and quite possible. It is necessary because, 
otherwise, the wor l d will with increasing speed keep sliding down the inclined plane of 
the arms race and the threat of war will grow. Agreement is quite possible because what 
is needed for that end is simply to respect the rights and legitimate security interests 
of both sides, not to strive to upset the existing equilibrium of forces. 

We call .upon the l eaders of the United States of America to approach the forthcoming 
negotiations seriously and in good faith. We call upon them to get rid of the senseless 
hopes for military superiority over the Soviet Union, for conducting negotiations with 
us from "positions of strength:" We call upon them to renounce attempts at imposing 
such an agreemen t on us that will unilaterally bind the hands of the Soviet Union in 
strengthening its defenses, while throwing the doors wide open for the realization of 
record-high military programs drafted by Washington. 

Such attempts bear absolutely no promise, yet they can undermine the possibility of 
agreement, which the peoples of our countries and all peoples are looking forward to, 
wishing lasting peace and a tranquil, happy life. 

Comrades, the 40th year since victory prompts all of us to look once again both at our 
wartime experiences, at what was after the war, and the prospects, which are opening 
to the world today. 

The countries of the coalition which defeated fascism belonged to different social 
systems. Yet they became allies. Their leaders succeeded in jointly outlining the 
fundamentals of the postwar arrangement. These fundamentals are recorded in the 
documents of Tehran, Yalta, and Potsdam. Their main essence remains topical today as 
well: It is to translate into practice mankind's greatest desire -- lasting peace. 
A way towards that was also charted -- to preserve the unity of aims and actions, 
which made it possible to defeat nazism and deliver the peoples from enslavement by 
the Hitlerites. 

Some people might say that this could have 
Hitlerism was seen as a universal danger. 
all peoples, have a common deadly enemy --

happened only because 
This is true. But in 
the threat of a world 

there was war, that 
this day, too, mankind, 
nuclear catastrophe. 

Take the events of the past decade. The leaders of the states of East and West were 
able, despite the serious differences dividing them, to display the necessary determin­
ation and understanding of the demands of the times. They made major strides towards 
lasting peace. A solid fabric of mutually beneficial cooperation began emerging, and 
long-term principles of peaceful mutual relations were outlined by joint effort. 

We find these principles in the document, which put on record the fundamentals of 
relations between the USSR and the USA, in the agreement between them on preventing 
nuclear war. They were also mirrored in the treaties of the socialist countries with 
the FRG, which s ealed the postwar realities in Europe. They, finally, won collective 
approval and were further developed in the Final Act of the European Conference in 
Helsinki. 

Now history poses even more urgently the question of mankind's future. Courage and 
foresight in statesmen have become even more indispensable. I have already had occasion 
to speak of the enormous significance that a binding agreement between the nuclear 
powers could have, an agreement to observe certain norms in their mutual relations 
so as to prevent the outbreak of nuclear war. Our proposal on this score remains in 
effect. 
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We also believe that in celebrating the 40th anniversary since the end of the most 
terrible and destructive of wars, the leaders of the USSR and the USA could jointly 
reaffirm, in a form suitable to both countries, the essence and spirit of the main 
commitments undertaken by both countries at the end of the war and in the agreements of 
the seventies. They could declare their intention to act further in their foreign policy 
i n the spirit of these commitments. This would certainly help toward strengthening 
mutual trust and toward a general improvement of the world situation. I am confident 
that such a joint act would win the support of all peaceable states and of all peoples. 

Comrades, elections to the sovi ets of peoples deputies are always a signal event in our 
country's life. This is indeed a triumphant event -- the triumph of socialist democracy, 
the democracy which, genuinely , in practice, ensures the broad, interested participa-
tion of millions of working people in the administration of the state. The election 
campaign has vividly demonstrated the growing consciousness, labor, and public activeness 
of the masses. This, as Lenin more than once stressed, is the inexhaustible source of 
our system's strength. 

The day after tomorrow Soviet citizens will come to the polling stations in all 15 ·; 
Soviet Union republics. By voting for the candidates of the indissoluble bloc of 
Communists and nonparty members, they will express their will to peace, and the readi­
ness to strengthen in every way the fraternal friendship of the peoples of the USSR, to 
struggle with fresh vigor for further salutary changes in every corner of our great 
homeland. 

Allow me once again to thank you with all my heart for your trust. To us Communists no 
striving is loftier and no happiness is greater than selflessly to serve the homeland, 
our people. 

I wish you, dear comrades, good health, well being and great successes in work, in all 
of your activities! 





February 27, 1985 

Dear Don: 

I'm glad to hear the weather didn't completely 
destroy the Inaugural for all of you. I only 
wish we hadn't been on such a fast track so 
there could have been more time for just 
visiting. 

Don, I was surprised to learn of your ties to 
Czechoslovakia and that you are doing a book, 
and if I read you right, it is involved with 
the history of that country at least in part. 
I wish I could give you an affirmative answer 
regarding the embassy post there but there are 
problems. It seems that our present Ambassador 
is performing very well and there are no plans 
to make a change. I'll keep your letter on my 
desk just in case. Let me ask you though, 
would you be interested in other embassy posts 
if anything opened up or is Prague your only 
choice? 

I appreciate very much what you've done ~nd your 
willingness to serve and .I'll hope something 
works out. I'd be very proud to have you 
officially on the team. • 

Nancy sends her love and from both of us to 
Marion. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Don De Fore 
2496 Mandeville Canyon Road 
Los Angeles, California 90049 

RR:AVH:NM:SEV:pps 
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February 15, 1985 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White Hou s e 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

DOH DE FORE 

Despite the bl izzardy weather, the various inaugural events were 
carried out with an exciting brilliance, and thoroughly enjoyed 
by all, including our sons David and Ron and their wives as well ' 
as Marion and me. 

Mr. President, following my acceptance of the U.S.I.A.'s invita­
tion to attend the Moscow Film Festival in 1969, I later visited 
in Prague the birthplace of my maternal grandparents and was 
able to gather much material for my forthcoming book, including 
the histories of the ancient kingdoms of Bohemia, Silesia, 
Moravia and Slovakia which later under President Wilson's 
guidance, were amalgamated into the Republic of Czechoslovakia 
under the leadership of Thomas Masaryk. I later met several 
times with his son, Jan Masaryk, the leader of the Czech govern­
ment in exile, when he came to the Southland after attending the 
initial meeting of the U.N. in San Francisco. It wasn't until 
my '69 visit to Prague that I learned my granfather's family was 
related to the Masaryk family. 

Mr. President, would you consider me fo~- our co'Gntry's represen­
tative to Czechoslovakia? Following my co~mission of Goodwill 
Ambassador to Swaziland in 1980, I had se~e'ral discussions with 
Helene von Damm, Pen James and later John Harrington regarding 
an assignment in the diplomatic field. The thinking then was 
that perhaps an English speaking country should be considered, 
however, I firmly believe that with a dedicated conservative 
staff, including interpretors, all working from well defined 
guidelines, I could very well represent our country and you with 
both honor and dignity. 

Trusting this request can find fertile ground in your much 
crowded calendar of requests, I remain a dedicated servant of my 
country, ready, willing and able to serve. 

Marion and our family send our love to you and Nancy. 

Sincerely 

Don De Fore 

DDF:vad 
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Biff: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

President signed the The 
attached letter to Beggs 

Craig 
it to 

Fuller is to give 
Beggs personally. 

Sara E. 

== USS 
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February 28, 1985 

Dear Mr. Beggs: 

I'm enclosing a personal letter I received 
from a longtime friend. I found it so 
interesting I thought you should see it as 
well as have some f u rther words about this 
individual. 

Douglas Morrow has been for many years an 
outstanding screenwriter. He has been 
particularly noted for a number of bio­
graphical type screenplays in which he did 
exhausting research. 

As long as I've known him he begins his day 
year round, with a lengthy swim in the pool 
except for one month each year when he and 
his wife go to Sun Valley to ski. His other 
hobby is rock climbing. 

In his letter you'll see mention of Mt. Everest 
and surgery. Let me fill that in. A couple of 
years back after a routine checkup he was told 
that one day he might face a bypass operation 
because there were signs he was beginning to 
get some clogging of the artery to his heart. 
Upon getting this report he called his doctor 
and said, "why don't we do it now while I'm 
healthy instead of waiting until it causes a 
problem." His doctor said, "that's the most 
intelligent thing I've ever heard anyone say 
and you are the only one who's ever said it." 
So in he went and had the operation. Then with 
barely time for healing of the incisions he and 
his wife went on a long-planned trip to Nepal 
where they climbed to the 23,000 foot level of 
Mt. Everest. 
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All of this, surgery and Everest, has taken 
place during my term in office. Please under­
stand I'm making no personal request. This 
matter is entirely up to you and your associates. 
I bring it to your attention only because it 
sounded, to this lowly horse calvaryman, as if 
it might have merit. 

Best regards, 

Mr. James M. Beggs 
Administrator . 
National Aeronautics 

/S/ /(. /<-

and Space Administration 
400 Maryland Avenue, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20546 



DOUGLAS MORROW 

February 11, 1985 

Dear Mr. President: 

Again, I thank you for a considerate letter, yours of 
January 7th re: the good McFarlane-Coon meeting. I am 
delighted that Coon will be joining McFarlane at NSC in 
the spring. And I'm confident that he'll be helpful to 
you and McFarlane in that assignment. 

Now, please fasten your seat-belt ... here's a switch with 
at least the force of 4 or 5 G's. 

After the Everest climb, you echoed Margot's query, "What 
do you do for an encore?" You'll recall my reply, "What 
about the Space Shuttle?" 

I wasn't kidding . 

As briefly as I can, here are several reasons why I hope 
you'll _give it serious consideration: 

1 - As I'm sure you're aware, the public, by and large, 
has grown apathetic in its interest in and support of the 
Space Program. This is tragic. NASA has done monumentally 
historic work. And, on a scale of 10 with respect to its 
long-range potential, it is still barely at 1 or 2. Its 
greatest possible contributions ... to the country and to the 
world ... are still to be achieved. But, because of the cost, 
it needs a continuing and increased enthusiasm and support 
from the people. 

But NASA's PR work has not matched its enormous substantive 
achievement. Some of the stuff that was effective early on, 
and which elicited positive public reaction, has grown stale 
and redundant. There has been too much repetition of the 
'golly gee whiz' 'wow! ' reactions to space ... "What a view!" 
"Fantastic ride!" etc. The flip-flops in weightless space. 
The unspontaneous dialogue with Mission Control, so obvious­
ly contrived to seem uncontrived. Etc. Etc. 

I've followed the Program closely since its incepti 
g at a mission have a f • 

torL:u~ __ whoy_oul rccor .l_~-~- ayma < uaq c , that the 
i'Ic would understand and b~ _.r.C.51?..Ql)Sivc to, tile clct.::iilcd his­
tory of a flight. This record would be aimed at de-empha-
0zing the superfi_giaL excitement of sr.ace travel, and e~ 
phasizing the enormity of the effort,_the ingenuity of the 
Program and its people, 1 arid7:Ife almost limitless rewards 
still to be achieved. 

In terms of invigorating public interest and support, I 
think I could write a flight history that could make a 
real contribution to the Program. 

r·· ·. ·. . o';' : , 
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2 - There might be others who could also write an effective 
layman's Flight History. BUT NONE MY AGE. And this is a 
very significant point ... the age factor. 

You have broken important ground, as our oldest President 
who is already being referred to as one of our "great Pre­
sidents". You have made a major assault upon the ''age bar­
rier" ... which is an archaic concept. What a waste of nation­
al resources it is to turn to pasture vibrant, experienced 
human beings mer e ly because a calendar says "65"! What a 
shot in the psyche it would be for so many men and women 
if a guy my age made a flight and contributed to the Program 
while doing so! 

(There is a peri pheral factor also to be considered ... it 
might make it a little easier to move the retirement age 
up a few years, and thereby take some heat off the Social 
Security System.) 

3 - My making this flight, and working while on it, would 
dramatize another point, aside from age ... that there is 
something that can effectively be done to anticipate and 
avert heart failur e . If more people could be persuaded to 
do what I did, in advance of heart trouble, how many valuable 
people could live additional fruitful and constructive years! 

I have no doub t I could pass the necessary physical for a 
flight. Prior to tackling Everest, I took an intensive 
series of ph ysicals, including the thalium stress and scan. 
The guys conducting the tests were instructe d to put me , if 
possible, to ultimate stress. I went through it like a hot 
knife through butter. Not a glitch of any kind. The car­
diologist supervising the tests said there weren't many 
30-year olds who could go to the limits I reached. 

Unfortunately , society has conditioned too many people to 
regard themselves as old when they reach a certain age. 
And once they think they're old, they are old. In a major 
way, you've proven how dumb this is. Ina small way, I 
guess I have, too. 

And if, past 70 and after heart surgery, I could be a con­
tributing me mber of one of these flights, both phy s ically 
and mentally , I tllink I' cl bG taking another powerful whack 
at the age barrier. 

Naturally, I'd be willing and eager to devote as many weeks 
or months as would be necessary for preparation and research. 

Also, if what I write about the mission could in any way 
generate income, I would insist that all of it be assigned 
to NASA, or to a purpose of NASA's choice-.-
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The only thing I want is to have the opportunity to make 
a contribution to the Program ... and to the "old goats" 
of the world! 

I could elaborate further on why my participating in a 
flight could be constructive. But I'm trying to keep 
this as short as possible. If you have a moment to call 
me, I think I might be able to convince you why this is 
a good idea, for several reasons. 

Please give this serious consideration. 

As always, Margot joins me in affectionate regards to you 
and Nancy. 

Sincerely, 

P.S. Our 40th party was great. Went even better than I 
dared to hope. Warm, intimate and high-spirited. And 
Margot was genuinely and ecstatically surprised. Quite 
a few old friends of yours. I think you both would have 
enjcyed it. Al though we were disappointed you couldn't 
join us (particularly when being inaugurate.d as President 
of the United States was such a feeble, tacky excuse) we 
did appreciate very much your nice telegram. 
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