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December 22, 1988

Dear Mr. President:

It is an honor to present to you the first annual report of the
Interagency Low Income Opportunity Advisory Board, which you
established 17 months ago. I believe you will find that the
Board has produced many positive and lasting results in a short
time, thus confirming the wisdom of your decision.

Now, for the first time, states can seek through one coordinating
body all of the Federal approvals and waivers they need to
undertake their own innovative welfare reform projects. Since
the Board's creation it has endorsed the projects of 13 states
and assisted them in obtaining their waivers and implementing
their projects. Twelve other states currently have proposals

- before the Board' and several of those have begun operating their
projects, to the extent they can, even in advance of getting
Federal waivers. The goal you assigned us in March of this year
of having welfare reform demonstrations operating in half or more
of the states by January, 1989 will be met.

The timing of your strategy to restructure the welfare system
through increased state flexibility and decentralized decision-
making could not be better. The nation is witnessing a dramatic:
surge in spirit and activity among those most impacted by our
public assistance systems -- the welfare recipients themselves.
One of the Board's greatest hopes is that the ideas of this
burgeoning self-help and community support movement can be
applied with ever-increasing effectiveness to reduce welfare
dependency.

This surge in self-reliance will be bolstered by the recently
enacted Family Support Act of 1988, signed by you on October 13,
1988, With your leadership, the Congress wrote into law your
belief that our Nation's welfare system should encourage self-
sufficiency. The Act places a new emphasis on the importance of
work to decrease dependency, and assigns to the states a greater
role in the welfare system. :

Also, in its short history, the Board itself has emerged as an
effective coordinating mechanism through which the Federal
government can influence and assist the reform process, without
becoming a burden to innovation and state flexibility. The
enthusiastic support of the Board by the states, even by those
not currently undertaking welfare reform demonstrations, shows
how significant better Federal coordination is to your efforts to
strengthen the states within the Federal system. It is my hope,
and I believe I reflect the opinions of all the Board's me@bers,
that the Board will continue to serve your successor in this
vital area of domestic policy.



Finally, I want to thank you personally, and on behalf of the
Board, for your strong and consistent leadership in demanding a
welfare system that leads to greater economic independence for
low-income Americans, and in establishing and supporting the
Board in pursuance of that worthy goal.

Highest regards,

Charles D. Hobbs
Assistant to the President

Chairman, Interagency Low Income Opportunity Advisory Board
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Supreme Qourt of the Hnited Shates
Waslington, B, . 20543

CHIEF JUSTICE BURGER N December 23, 1988

RETIRED /\ e€,

Dear Mr. President and Mrs. Reagan:

With all those great California wines
waiting for you on January 21, Vera and 1
~decided that a wine coaster would be in order
when you get back to the Ranch.

This coaster is a copy of George
Washington's wine coaster and for the
Bicentennial of the Constitution we have
changed it by inserting a silver plate profile
of President Washington (actually a 25¢
piece). This is the "First Issue" with
Washington's profile, but it will be available
in the Bicentennial catalog later on.

As you depart we wish to record our firm
conviction that the nation--indeed the world--
is in your debt in ways that are not fully
realized as yet.

With all good wishes for the years

ahead, we remain,
Sincerely, Z%/gqﬁn@f“/

The President & Mrs. Reaga
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500
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TO: Central Files

FROM: KATHY OSBORNE

DATE: 1-9-89

B. Oglesby handled -- to
cut red tape.




v

?J@Mw “Bdrrish Xy aan (R
WM‘&NMMMM‘GMQ

-3
7 MMMMMI}“MMW&MQSM
oa’y\

183 Arlo Road
Staten Island, New York 10301

December 15, 1988
Mr. Ronald Reagan Jr,

William Morris Agency
1350 Sixth Avenue
New York, New York 10019

Dear Mr. Reagan:

My letter, I am fearful, will not be able to convey my
thoughts as well as a conversation. Communicating through a
letter leaves me at the disadvantage of being filed, ignored
or worse still given a form reply. I wish I could speak to
you directly, however appointment secretaries make this
occurrence unlikely if not impossible. So I am forced to
express myself in this inadequate manner, hoping you will
listen and feel an interest in helping me by publicizing my

situation and or speaking with the President and Mrs.
Reagan.

As an American born citizen I could not believe this
would be possible, but I have been powerless to keep my
Italian physician husband of seven years in this country
because of a visa technicality.

For more than three years I have been trying to go
through all the logical, legal, appropriate channels to keep

my husband, Renato Lenzi M.D., with me. To date, it has
been impossible to contact anyone who could change this
situation. Now there is no recourse left except to go

public with our situation and try to reach the President
directly.

A few months ago President Reagan intervened for another
Bmerican citizen whose Portuguese physician wife was in the
same situation. After their situation was publicized
(through television and newspapers) the President hegrd of
their plight and felt strongly that these are the kind of
people he wanted to keep in this country, not shut out.
President Reagan's intervention with the Unlted_ States
Information Agency resulted in a waiver of this visa
requirement being granted by USIA Director Charles Wick.

We are productive, well educated people thse lives and
careers will be greatly disrupted by a minimum two year
departure from this country. My husband's research at the

Mount Sinai Medical Center, N.Y. will cease. (He 1;
American Board certified in Internal Medlclne' ant
Hematology) . I will lose my position as an Assistan

Professor at Laguardia College if I accompany him. I could

T o,

1R



choose to remain here, but that is a poor way to maintain a
viable marriage. So we will drift, waiting for two years to
return here, to begin our lives again at forty plus years
of age. It does not seem fair that this could be happening
to an American in her own country.

Immigration laws have been relaxed in this year of
amnesty for so many. There is genuine concern by the
President to keep families together. I think President
Reagan might consider intervening for us as he did for the
other couple I cited if he were aware of our situation.

I would 1like very much to speak with you. If you have
any questions or would be willing to meet with me please
contact me at the above address or by telephone (718-816-
8877).

Thank you for any assistance you can give. I hope to
hear from you in the near future.

Sincerely.

anis A. Shea

Enclosures: Summary of our case.
Newspaper articles publicizing similar case.



SUMMARY STATEMENT OF OUR CASE

Renato Lenzi M.D. entered the United States on a J-1,
exchange visitor wvisa in 1980 for advanced medical
education. Neither the Italian government nor the American
government paid for any of his advanced training. He
completed a residency in Internal Medicine and a Fellowship
in Hematology and is now certified by The American Board of
Internal Medicine in both Internal Medicine and Hematology.

In February of 1982, Dr.Lenzi married Janis A. Shea, an
American citizen.

In July of 1986, Dr. Lenzi applied for a waiver of the
foreign residency requirement on his visa.*

*This requirement states that a person on a J-1 visa
will return to his country of origin to work for two years
before being eligible for a permanent resident visa.

**The Italian government has issued two waivers of this
requirement which were transmitted to the United States
Information Agency in the form of "no objection" letters.

The Immigration law provides for the possibility of
waiving the two year foreign residency requirement when it
would pose exceptional hardship on the American spous=e:
hardships recognized as warranting a waiver are the
interruption of the citizen's established career, breaking
of close family ties, financial hardship, health related
hardship.

We strongly feel that we meet the criteria that the law
sets.

The Immigration and Naturalization (INS) found
exceptional hardship to the American spouse and forwarded
the application to the United States Information Agency
(USIA) for recommendation.

The USIA stated "they examined the application for
program and policy consideration and on those grounds

declined to make a favorable recommendation.® No reference
was made to reviewing the application based on exceptional
hardship to the citizen spouse. This decision seems to have

been based on policy considerations rather than on
individual review of our situation.

Complying with this two year requirement would impose
exceptional hardship on Janis Shea. If she were to
accompany her husband to Italy, she would lose her position
as an Assistant Professor at La Guardia College (CUNY).
Since her qualifications are not recognized in Italy, she
could not work for two years.



Choosing to live in separate countries for two years, she
could mantain her faculty position. The separation,
however, would put a strain on any marriage and nullify Ms.
Shea and Dr. Lenzi's chance to have children. Ms. Shea is
41 years old and has been undergoing fertility treatment for
two years.

Financially, her husband would be unable to support himself,
since there are at present no paid positions for new
physicians in Italy. Dr. Lenzi has sent more than 50

letters to Italy looking for positions with not one response
of any kind.

" An American citizen should be allowed to keep her husband
in the country.
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R. Stephen Phipps
14709 Cardigan Square

Centreville, Virginia 22020

Dear Mr. President,

I am a member of your Armed Forces Honor Guard which perform
on the South Lawn during arrival ceremonies. I am the Drum
Major of the Army's 0ld Guard Fife and Drum Corps, which wear

the colonial red coats and white wigs.

I want to thank you for the superb job you have done for our
country, and for bringing back the esprit-de-corps in our
Armed Forces. The morale is great, and the servicemen and

women of todays units are of top quality.

It was always a great honor to perform for you at each arrival

ceremony; I would look forward to them weeks in advance. The

—

highlight of my military career will be the time I had a

e e A —

‘\\——-——M L
chance to meet you prior to one of the ceremonies.
—

e N

e e
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I hope you will enjoy your time in California, a well deserved

rest!

e



We will miss you tremendously, but we will never forget what

you have done for us.

Thanks again, and good luck to you and Mrs. Reagan.
Sincerely,
SFC Stephen Phipps

Drum Major
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i. Why are you so insistent against tax increases?

2. Do you belisve you can achleve & balanced budget in the near gg gw future without a-
x tax increase?
Ir yes, where can the expenditures be cut enough to ‘balance the budget?

If no, why not increase taxes?

3. If defense expendituree should not be reduced (as you stated), and if Social
Sacurity benefits should not bs cuftailed, how much expanditures are left that could

possibly be reduced by the 2200-billion-dollar cut neaeded to balance the budget?

" ). Since large ‘budgat déficits sre inflationary, does not the Federal Reserve have

to exercise credit constraints, which means high interaest rates?

If yes, does that mean you endorse Federal Reserve policies?

S. Since issues of rising inflation, higher interest rates, and the decreasing value
of the dollar are so critical, isn't it neEaessary to move quickly to re-appoint

Paul Volcker or to nama his successor?

a. Volcker's term expires in just 3 months, X¥mwtk Isn't it essential to decide NOW?

b. What will determine your decision?
c. Evaluats Volcker's performance during your presidency.
d. If Volcker hesitates to take the job again, will you encourags him to stay on?

e, Do you have a successor in mind?

6. Don Regan, who is now focusing on current economic and financial problems, said
Wastern nations better x resolve their economic differences at the Venice Summit or

face a cataclysm in the financial markets., Do you agree? Why or why not?

a. What was RQsgan's contribution to your Administration in the Economic arena?

b, to you, perscnally?



Page 2

7. When Ragan and Berl Sprinkel were at The Treasury, theywsre against increasing
the capital of the International Monetary Fund, Shouldn't we now be more supportive x

of s trengthening the Fund in view of the debt crisis of many developing countries?

8, Are you mdby the shift of our country from being the world's largest

creditor nation to the world's largest debtor nation?
If no, vhy not?
If yes, what will you do about it?
9. It now appears that the national debt will tripple during your terms in offics,

and much of our government bonds are owned abroad,

Is this a source of concern to you?

If so, what should we do to reduce that debt?

10, Are you confident that the Japanese markets will bes substantially opened to

American goods and services? Why, or why not ??

11, Dick Darman critieized American business maamsgement for our competitivae

wealmess, What do you plan to do to improve businsss performance?
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Thanks for replies. If you have anymore, please give Kathy this week. Just read your
Davis eulogy and will try to use most of it, Was excellent and makes me cry even now.

Get a transcript of lastm night's NITELINE...the gist of what I've tried to tell you was
enhanced gg}y last night.ese

Did you read Jack #nderson last Sunday on Volcker? It would be most interesting to you
after that conversation on same, ’

Is there anything I can do to help you with Ginzburg? (I tried on Bork, but yours didn't

want me to.)
I have urgent things on Israeli visit and its president (my dad and his went to school

together in England)
. can . know
(you @ondg help deter more Irangate if ‘you imew BEFOREHAND)
(if you read my poignant McFarlane article some of same is alluded therein)
If you want thoughts on that, please call me as I don't want to presume anything.

I JUST WANT TO SAVE YOU MORE DAMAGE on Iran, Mideast and Soviet relations...and DETER more
problams,.... . j

ESBECTALLY BEFORE THE ISRAELI VISIT,.

I rustyou won't promise him a return visit., I will tell reasons only to George Dlhultz,

Kap Weinberger or ¥mmx Bill Webstaer...IF you will please suggest jijggm that I talk
OFF THE RECORD....

or Nancy
(staff PUNISH me for trying to help yougzthatt!s only reason it has to be
secretive..it's sheer torture to have hide to help your own president—-

lest the helper get "killed" in many dimensiEEE:_Z—__-__ﬂ______#______,___/

Those other 3 gentlemen you wanted me to talk with--SINCE MARCH--are not inclined to
do so, or have not. That's why I now suggest above threa.

@iﬂﬁﬁngﬁow can I surprise Nancy by getting some comments from Frank Sinatra about her?
(he'1l only do so with your permission).

Do you want to see the total article,ssmsede on you and Nancy or can hathy "approve“
6f sama for you--as I am changing a line or two to fit better for timing parposes? I am
letting Kathy see the article and even select the photos,

RSy

Do you have a favorite love song to dedicate to Nancy? (Roberta Poters is a close
friend of mine...and I suggested she surprise Nancy by dedicating a stng to her at the

[}

Tsraeli dinner,) — O CTAD — pr bl SewadanX PSp>arnll Py ‘N
. . M& poika s olegreiTR
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thursday nite

¢

Just § came from Bxad=boe Brady béok party——-drank only one dubonet...and not thinking

/
straight...the enormity of the 'what could haVé been(permeated the reception.

Sorry you didn't come..many kids your daughter's age were there...even the doctors'

g Bradd F

I have a newy book for you. IF you want to give to either of the principals on

[
A~

offspring.

trip I will bring on Friday. If not, will hold for you
~ e

<:::?§Ei§i in advance for helping me...

In case you didn't get

. 9
queries. o

something like:

1. What have you done to help her cope during her trying days recently?

2. Is yours an old fashioned love affair?
3. How has she ethanced your life?

and helped you cope % during your trials and tribulations?

4. Was the past week, with her medical problem and her mother (may she rest in peace)
the worst period of your 36 years? Why?

¥ 5. What's the secret of your precious love (an expression from Marjorie Morningstar

when I was agmetwss stand in for Natalie Wood...in a Mervyn LeRoy Production...)

with Nancy ? Are you aware that it is very unique and beautiful to behold?

And exemplary?

-

6. Anecdotes from the hospfaal visits and how she "took" her mother's death?
(I weweex hope you told her about Thursday's ceremony--and the bowing of heads in her

mother's memory..).

They're locking doors so rushing..but E¥® I'll settle for any of your observationms.

—
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January 17, 1989

Dear Bill:

I'm late with this but didn't get it until my
return from California. Since reading it,
you've been in our prayers. We're happy to get
the word from you that you are on the recovery
road and will be coming to California. 1I'll be
getting my mail at my new office, Fox Plaza, 34th
) Floor, 2121 Avenue of the Stars, Los Angeles,
~.~ California 90067, telephone 213/552-~1980.

It's four days til private citizenship again.

We've been in a tornado of packing the accumu-

~ lation of these years. It's a bittersweet time, .
\\,. with all the good-byes and such, but it's coupledmu\nf
- with our love for our California home. yd

But now let me close with a big thank-you for
that column. I should say those columns. I've ;Jéxk
-~ ~been grateful and proud to have had your support A
over the years, and now this summing ‘up that you
did I will treasure.. \ X L

’ N

good wish for your return to full health and
vigor.

Sincerely,

“noM

Mr::William A. Rusher o o -
0 East 37th Street B e
st}yo:k, New York 10016

RR:AVH:pps

RR Dictation .
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Januvary 17, 1989

Dear Mrs. Aitken:

There are no words to properly thank you for
giving me that letter. You are most kind and
generous. My first vote was cast for FDR in
1932. I had just graduated from Eureka college

and found a job in that terrible time of great
unemployment.

Again, my heartfelt thanks, and very best wishea.

8incerely,
| _ﬁmmmﬁéms@

Mrs. Russell B. Aitken
990 Fifth Avenue ‘
New York, New York 10021

RR:AVH:pps

RR Dictation
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January 17, 1989

Dear Elsa:

Sorry to be so late in answering your letter,
but thinge have become pretty frantic back
here, what with packing and all. Thank you
for your generous words. -

Elsa, let me give you some things about the pay
raise which are not generally known. Under the
law, pay raises for others -~ executives cabinet
members and, most important, judges are all tied
to the pay for Congress. 1It's all or no one,
according to the law. Right now we are having an
unprecedented number of judges returning to
civilian life because of the pay situation. These
are younger judges facing college costs for their
children on a pay level that is lower than that of
a junior clerk in a law firm., .

But the most important thing is, this shonldn'
really be called a "pay raise.” 1It's a cost-of-
1iving increase. Inflation since 1969 has made

the compariaon between the 1969 salaries and
today's a great reduction in purchasing power. .
Actually, the recommended increase still lacks -
-about $6000 of aqualing the 1969 level 1n pnrchasing
power.

Well, it's only a few days and we 11 be back in
California. We re 1ooking forward to 1it.

Sincerely,

:ﬁfﬁﬁ-

Ms. Elsa Sandstrom
8860~112 villa La Jolla Drive
La Jolla, Califormia 92037

RR:AVH:pps
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