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President and Mrs. Reagan's Ranch 
- Rancho del Cielo -

President and Mrs. Reagan have a small ranch near Santa Barbara, 
California. It is called "Rancho del Cielo" which means "Ranch in the 
Sky." The ranch is very informal and has no central heating. 

The President enjoys working outdoors at the ranch whenever he and 
Mrs. Reagan have an opportunity to visit. A few cows, some dogs and 
horses roam freely there. 

At present, there are seven horses at the ranch. NO STRINGS and 
DORMITA are quarter horses. GW ALIANKO, CATALINA, EL 
SARAFF (ALFIE), and ALAMEIN are Arabians. Alamein was given to 
President Reagan prior to his inauguration by former Mexican 
President Lopez Portillo. Alamein is trained for dressage, a style of 
riding in which the rider signals the horse into complex maneuvers 
while barely moving his legs, hands and weight. EL PRIMERO 
TENIENTE (FIRST LIEUTENANT) is a Peruvian Pasos. 

The President has his four dogs at the ranch - VICTORY, a Golden 
Retriever; l\1ILLIE, a mixture of Irish Setter and Labrador, TACA, a 
Husky, and LUCKY, a Bouvier des Flandres. Patti Davis, the 
President's daughter, also keeps her dog, FREE BO, at Rancho del 
Cielo. 

The President is pleased that so many children and adults share his 
fondness for horses and other animals. He also appreciates the many 
offers he has received from those who would like to work at the ranch. 
Rancho del Cielo needs only a very small staff to keep it in working 
order and no openings are anticipated in the foreseeable future. 
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President Reagan's Trips to Rancho del Cielo, Santa Barbara, California* 

1981 1984 

February 19 - 22 February 7 - 12 

May 22 - 26 April 19 - 22 

June 26 - 28 July 28 - August 12 

August 6 - 17 November 7 - 11 
August 22 - 30 

November 17 - 25 
November 23 - 30 

1985 
1982 

February 13 - 17 
March 4 - 8 

April 5 - 14 
May 26 - 30 

August 11 - 20 
July 1 - 5 August 23 - September 2 
July 7 - 11 

November 26 - December 1 
August 21 - 23 
August 25 - September 7 1986 

October 8 - 11 February 12 - 15 

November 23 - 29 March 27 - April 6 

December 10 - 12 June 25 - 30 

1983 August 16 - 26 
August 29 - September 7 

February 28 - March 3 
November 1 - 3 

March 31 - April 3 
November 26 - 30 

May 6 - 9 
1987 

June 30 - July 5 
April 11 - 20 

August 15 - 21 
August 26 - September 2 August 13 - 25 

August 29 - September 6 
November 23 - 27 

November 24 - 29 

. 
This )bl Includes only days spent on the ranch. For other destinations during the same trip, see the 11st or domestic trips . 
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1988 

February 13 - 17 

April 1 - 4 
April 4 - 10 

July 17 - 24 

August 16 - 23 
August 27 - September 6 

October 28 - November 1 

November 21 - 27 

RANCH.REF • rev. 10/10/91 
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REAGAN RANCH ACQUIRED BY 
YOUNG AMERICA'S FOUNDATION 

President's Legacy Advances to Future Generations 

SANTA BARBARA, CALIF.- Youug Amarica'a Foundatim ii acquiring former President 
Ronald Reqan·s rmd1 iD Santa Barban, Calif., aDd will UIC in.a tmch future generations o!yotmg 
people aboUt Reagan'• lesacy, Young America'a president ltanRomnaon mmouncod tcda.y, 

"We an, tmrncmdo1wy excited to be able to lhvc Pteaidcmtlcqan'1 vision. principll!!I anti idcwl 
wich America'• wtu:rc lcadm at one of the places he loves maat. Yuung America's Foundation is 
camzzdttcd 10 pioscmog imd proteOti.q bntb thl" R e1gan legacy ad die ~ it1cl£ wbidl will be 
mamtmiecljusc aa it wu whm !'Ia{dcm and Mn. Reagm livtdb.ln," RobinaoEl said. "We are 
MJ't-Cfllly gnte.ful to Ptocdani GI Mra. It=gan 1br 1hfflf aupport far our plana tor iti future.·· 

"Ronnie and I arc dellabtcd that Young Amarica'a Favndetian will be the a.cw oV/Dm'S ofR.mu;ho 
dcl Ciclo,11 Fonner Fim Lady Nam:y lllasan said in. & -tatctucut rakued. today. 0 We hope that our 
nnch will be a spark for many bright, youn; Ammc.ms in tho YAll ahead.'' 

Tho ranch will bo tho focal paint of the Ronald Roapn ~ Dovelopment Pmgn:m, which 
will foatcr the virtues of indivi4u&l freedom, limited sovammmt, pcrioti11m mi traditional values in 
&ture pzicntiana of'lca.dm. The !oundatinn wlll baa ccm.&rcmeca mi lcad&nbip t:aiDing with Ieadins 
official& and aoadcrajeian• !or high &ehool an4 college 1tudmta. Pmk Doutalli, Reagm Wbit: House 
pnlitioal director aad Young Amarica11 Foundalion board membar, will bo tbopn,grw's chaimwl. The 
project ii led by the next ganaration af yOUAg l.cqmitu: Young America's nooutivc director Mmc 
Shon and KrisUln Short, r.,,,mdatina com~~. will ovmm the ran.oh md. its prognmis. 

"Mlle 811d Klisten are dewted to tdYmoins Rould Rcag111'1 agenda and principle• md have 
aotively done 10 far many ycm. They epitomi2e the future of the Reagan legacy, I can think ofno 
more fitting couple to lead tbi1 project." Robinson aaid. 

l'•ounded in 1969, Yoq Ammic;a's Pouwlation pmVidel lamtre.a. confarancca and publications 
nationwide aimed lt educatlq IIIUl mapirill& high achool U1cl collep-age activiata. h ia the mast prolific 
spomor of c:ansarvazivft l!peaken ou college OIIIDpQaCa. pIOvidmi btJance to cainpu dialogue. Young 
Alnmica •, hu cmjoyed a long relatiombip with Preaickmt Rcaam. He bu apaun tn ~ grcup &inco the 
19701 md hut1G4 th;ir lwdmn lcadcn at the 'White Houae hi avcryyw ofblJ pic.swcncy. In 1-974 md 
l9'S, tho folm.dation WU QDC of\hc IPOmarl of Reagan'• tWianal radio broadcut&. 

r,, orronifi! on trtcz:uflW wsrb 2'l2Hn::Amcrim ·.s fm,,JJ4ouoa r:GtetClltgtim ec [or more 
111,(nmrarton conroct ..«clri,,,, Pow or Sturn M,Cakc at 0031 683-5004 
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0FFICli: O"E RONALD RJ.!.;ALtAN 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE April 20, 1998 

STATEMENT BY MRS. RONALD REAGAN 

JAS Angeles - Ronnie and I are delighted that Young America's Foundation will be the new 
owne~ ot· Rancho del Cielo. 

It is comforting TO know that the ranch we cherish will be preserved and protected in its 
present ~rate. More imponantly, it is critical to the future of this country that Young 
America's Found~tion use the ranch to instill in tomorrow's leaders the lessons of my 
husband's presidency ~nd to reach them that we are a blessed people whose best d11ys a.re yet 
10 come. 

We hope that our ranch will be a spark for m:my bright. young Americans in the years ahead. 

### 

Contact: Joanne Drake 
(310) 552-1980 

P. 003 
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Monday, April 20, 1998 

Group To Buy Reagan's Calif. Ranch 
By NANCY TREJOS, Associated Press Writer 

RELATED 

CURRENT 
NATIONAL STORIES 
FROM AP 

TIMES NATION 
&WORLD NEWS 

I THEWIRE 

,,♦.~I ASHINGTON--A group of young 
Republicans is buying former 

President Reagan's beloved California 
mountaintop ranch, which he once dubbed 
his "Shangri-la," for use as a training center 
for future GOP leaders. 
The Young America's Foundation, a 29 
-year-old group that promotes conservative 
values among high school and college 
students, will house its Ronald Reagan 
Leadership Development Program on the 
688 -acre property, executive director Marc 
Short said. 
"There's a tremendous hunger in the 
Republican Party and the conservative 

Latest News 

NATIONAL 

WORLD 

BUSINESS 

► WASHINGTON 
► WALL STREET 
► SPORTS 

► HEALTH 

► ENTERTAINMENT 

movement for a Reagan-like leader," said Adriene Davis, 
spokeswoman for the foundation, based in Fairfax, Va. 
The foundation declined to disclose the price or other details of the 
sale, which will be completed Tuesday. Short said the group was 
using private donations for it. Reagan's Los Angeles office could 
not be reached for comment. 
The property had been on the market since August 1996 at an 
asking price of $5 . 95 million, which many real estate executives 
called excessive. The former president and his wife, Nancy, bought 
the ranch for $547,000 in 1974 as Reagan was nearing the end of 
his second term as California governor. 
Short said the training sessions, conferences and seminars that the 
foundation is planning will not require any changes to the Rancho 
del Cielo, Spanish for Ranch in the Sky, situated on a 2,250 -foot 
mountaintop 30 miles northwest of Santa Barbara, Calif 
The foundation is looking into buying additional property for a 
conference facility in the surrounding areas, Short said. 
"It is comforting to know that the ranch we cherish will be 
preserved and protected in its present state," Mrs. Reagan said in a 
statement. "More importantly, it is critical to the future of this 
country that Young America's Foundation use the ranch to instill in 

04/20/98 12:08:3' 
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tomorrow's leaders the lessons of my husband's presidency." 
Since announcing in 1994 that the former president, now 87, was 
battling Alzheimer's disease, the Reagans have made their Bel-Air 
home their primary residence, leaving the ranch vacant. 
Selling the property has not been easy. California Gov. Pete Wilson 
and Rep. Ralph Regula, R-Ohio, chairman of the House 
Appropriations interior subcommittee, proposed a plan to use $5 
million in federal funds to tum the ranch into a state park. But the 
plan was shelved late last year when local residents balked at what 
they called the misuse of taxpayer dollars. 
Rancho del Cielo was Reagan's favorite getaway from the pressures 
of Washington. During his eight years as president, he designated it 
his Western White House, spending a total of345 days at the ranch. 
He was often seen from a distance wearing a rumpled cowboy hat 
and washed-out jeans while riding horses, building fences or 
chopping wood. 
A product of small-town Illinois, Reagan thrived on the simple 
living that his escape from the city offered him. Two fireplaces are 
the only source of heat for the five-room Spanish-style ranch house, 
located next to a pond Reagan built himself. 
But the place that Reagan referred to as his "hobby ranch" was not 
simply that. It was there in 1981 that he signed the tax-cutting 
Economic Recovery Tax Act. 
Reagan also had foreign dignitaries visit him there. He boasted to 
former Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev of building the ranch's 
wooden corrals before the two leaders toured the grounds in 1992. 
Queen Elizabeth II once rode through mud in a four-wheel-drive 
vehicle to get to it. 

6 Search the archives of the Los Angeles Times for similar stories. You will not 
be charged to look for stories, only to retrieve one. 

Copyright Los Angeles Times 
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"4'41 ASIITNGTON--A group of young 
Republicans is buying fonner 

President Reagan's beloved California 
mountaintop ranch, which he once dubbed 
his "Shangri-la," for use as a training center 
for future GOP leaders. 

The Young America's Foundation, a 29 
-year-old group that promotes conservative 
values among high school and college 
students, will house its Ronald Reagan 
Leadership Development Program on the 
688 -acre property, executive director Marc 
Short said. 

"There's a tremendous hunger in the 
Republican Party and the conservative 
movement for a Reagan-like leader," said 
Adriene Davis, spokeswoman for the 
foundation, based in Fairfax, Va. 

The foundation declined to disclose the 
price or other details of the sale, which will 
be completed Tuesday. Short said the group 
was using private donations for it. Reagan's 
Los Angeles office could not be reached for 
comment. 

The property had been on the market 
since August 1996 at an asking price of 
$5.95 million, which many real estate 
executives called excessive. The former 
president and his wife, Nancy, bought the 
ranch for $547,000 in 1974 as Reagan was 
nearing the end of his second term as 
California governor. 

Short said the training sessions, 
conferences and seminars that the foundation 
is planning will not require any changes to 
the Rancho del Cielo, Spanish for Ranch in 
the Sky, situated on a 2,250 -foot 
mountaintop 30 miles northwest of Santa 
Barbara, Calif 
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The foundation is looking into buying additional property for a 
conference facility in the surrounding areas, Short said. 

"It is comforting to know that the ranch we cherish will be 
preserved and protected in its present state," Mrs. Reagan said in a 
statement. "More importantly, it is critical to the future of this 
country that Young America's Foundation use the ranch to instill in 
tomorrow's leaders the lessons of my husband's presidency." 

Since announcing in 1994 that the former president, now 87, 
was battling Alzheimer's disease, the Reagans have made their 
Bel-Air home their primary residence, leaving the ranch vacant. 

.::: 
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Selling the property has not been easy. California Gov. Pete 
Wilson and Rep. Ralph Regula, R-Ohio, chairman of the House 
Appropriations interior subcommittee, proposed a plan to use $5 
million in federal funds to tum the ranch into a state park. But the 
plan was shelved late last year when local residents balked at what 
they called the misuse of taxpayer dollars. 

Rancho del Cielo was Reagan's favorite getaway from the 
pressures of Washington. During his eight years as president, he 
designated it his Western White House, spending a total of 345 days 
at the ranch. He was often seen from a distance wearing a rumpled 
cowboy hat and washed-out jeans while riding horses, building 
fences or chopping wood. 

A product of small-town Illinois, Reagan thrived on the simple 
living that his escape from the city offered him. Two fireplaces are 
the only source of heat for the five-room Spanish-style ranch house, 
located next to a pond Reagan built himself. 

But the place that Reagan referred to as his "hobby ranch" was 
not simply that. It was there in 1981 that he signed the tax-cutting 
Economic Recovery Tax Act. 

Reagan also had foreign dignitaries visit him there. He boasted 
to former Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev of building the 
ranch's wooden corrals before the two leaders toured the grounds in 
1992. Queen Elizabeth II once rode through mud in a 
four-wheel-drive vehicle to get to it. 

6 Search the archives of the Los Angeles Times for similar stories. You will not 
be charged to look for stories, only to retrieve one. 

Copyright Los Angeles Times 
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t ·, RONALD REAGAN waits to toln ·bl_s wife, ·Nancy, at right, for a 
. horseback ride during a tour cf f'lls ;Santa Barbara County ranch for . 

• ! , ;\T/•.;fhe •-ir.aveling press:··"-T~e~eagans'ileld -a· :party ..and ·barbecu_e to"r ·· !-- '4-" . 
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ORSE.~TRICK ,, . 
..:' . ' ' • , .. ~. i".?.:• .. ,,,.. • • . c·:,;.. ·"\"'Reagan, who now 

o-.;,; > Tbe tight flt ting style In • .~tart campaigning a 
1.)l,lue jeans today is -unsuita- state conventions tn 
t •<ble - or unseatable _. for . ..But he brushed asi 

t- •movie-style cowboy tricks, • .bis press party witt 
t:.aaccording ·,to ·-.,•ej)ubllcan break from politics. 
• ·-cballenger and former cine-- tnstead, he remim 

•• ma wrangler . Ronald Rea- ioid stories about t 
,. · ;- . , gan. · • ,.... ..-.. •. .... _ ranch. 

! • • At the party thrown for re- The only campaigr 
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t ~.porters covering his cam- barn , on the rid ing 
'. • paign, Reagan was asked by mountain retreat l J! 
• pbotographers to mount widl manent home in Los 
. a vaull over the borse·s 
rump, as movie cowboys do 
in " fast getaway" scenes. 

"Are you kidding?" re
sponded Reagan. " With 
these jean~ I have di fficu lty 

, u1vuULU.J!: a horl>e the r~uiar 
·way" 

His wife, Nancy, 1: 

big straw hat, rode 
Then she helped ser 
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··11ove it up here,' 
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view of the Pacific , 
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~
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• .. · . ,;...: By Dou& WOIII • ~-

• : .. AP Political Writer 

- • Ronald Rea1an saddled bis brown quarterborse and joked 
.. about riding off into the sunset as a dozen newspaper and televi
"'Sion cameramen clustered around him. : 

--. ·:t.ater, .on a leisurely «>or of bis 6118-acre .ranch in the coastal 
mountains near santa Barbara, Reagan sipped a can of beer and 

·talked at lenath about horses, different kinds of saddles, and rid-
1 •• . .. 

;;.:.· -;-~ · ing techniques. . :. • 
._-.. --/'~.i! '._: • Yesterday was billed as strictly a nonpolitical day, die start of 

,,;;,;.;;-,:;~,, ~ a vacation, and the former C&lifomia pernor insisted that it be 
\:~ '_t -. , kept that way. • . 
: ":.;,_•,._) He hosted about 75 reporters. Secret Service personnel and n 1u,'f staff members who have followed bis ~ampaign for the Republi-

• can nomlnatton for president over the past six months . 
.. i>ressed iD :cowboy..Poots.., rand\_tl.o.thes ~d~ white_tiai, 

. ,. -, . . Reagan was relaxed, _smiling and full or anecdotes and jokes as 
t,.. _AGAN ., _, '.,. ;. .nestar-teda 10-dayvacationawayfromcampaigning. 
~ • , ·'}~ 't':,:tf.:1 :· ~Reagan, wbo pulled to witllln 25 deleptes of ~t ~ord 
;· .,4,.:::.-'?':· "¢J-- -· • 1ast:weekend -widl ·¥iciories in Ute New :Mexico, Montana. and 
f)ECL-/NES ;f~~.:~•~- ~,Sldabo .-te \aJDfflltlons, was obviOUlly delighted '·witll tile 
p,'._ltc ., • :::· ,, ;.~ .... . --~l_->;.,-,.c;~'r~i;:~~bf b11_~1rom-bebi~ campaign_qaiml Eord. -· .. 

~
O· RSf '>•TRJCI( ... ,, . . .:: : ... ,._,.-:, -~ .,-,., .. ><~--c:-<\-~ '.L' :.,, •• _ • .. •- • •.•• '· · -•·~,,~., . .. .. •.• 
, ... .... -:.:. ' .._J-,,.;,,. - ~ --_,,.":.-i!.Ji:_;;i .::: ... ~~ ,_:.; .. i.. _,,.<:;_--. .;: -:f '. ~. :·1·1s .. _;;ord~. .by f. ~1·· hl~t·es· _:~,t ... :;__ 10·· · ·•• . ' - . • ... · • .:{' '.' .• •. '•-..eagan Wuu DOW tra ,:: vu -- w ••v .--

~~ :'Wh~ ~ &tyle ln ;_~ ca~tng apin Juiy ti w~ be.laeeds for die R~k:an 
l £blue J~ today~ .~ta• ~-~te conventions in ~ortb Dakota and C:Olorado. ~ '{ i•i- ,} . 
;~'l.-ble - ·or .unseatable :""!"'-:jfor ,-But be brushed ulde the few political qaesUOns that came up at 

: f $J!Y1e•StJ.1! :~ ~ks,. '.-JIii press ~ iritll smiling suggestiom that Jt :w_u _tim~ ~r a 
r ~,-.accordtng fo ·:•~pubh~n break from politics. . .. · 
{' .:challenger. and former cme- .mtead. he reminisced about hiS acting and television days and 
f~o.;D;la ._-wranaler ~Id -«ea- told stories about the many mementos and gifts .around lhe 
:,:..:-·t •an · .... =-~t • - ---~ :~, ~-,. . ........ ~:--.... # " 

r,.,,,e < · · · · · · ·, - - •,., - - ranch. -
;-'·:~~----~~ the party :~ ~rre- • The only campalping was brief sessions for news photos at the 
f:,-4'<>r'ten ,coverma 1111 um- barn, on the riding trails, 1llld in his two-:bedroom white ·aoobe 
r -' paign , Reagan wu uked by mountain retreat 1;,o miles up the <:alifornta coast from his per• ! ~photographers to mo~rtt •t~ . manent home in Los Angeles. • 
J a vault -over_ the borse I His wire, ·Nancy. also dressed in casual western clothes and a 
f ~u~p. as movie .~wboys do big straw hat, rode her white horse "Joe" for a pboto session. 
i· m fast getaway 1cenes. Tben she helped serve a barbecue Juncbeon on lbe lawn near a 
l • "Are you kidding?" re- small lake on the ranch . 
• sponded ·Reagan. "With "I love it up bere," Reagan said . .. There's just so little time up 

the~e jeans· I have difficulty t;Pre .' ' he added a• he walked throueh madrona·and li ve oal< tn a 
,mounung a horse lbe re,ular view of tbe Pacific, 2.400 feet below and 12 miles away via a 
way " tv. 1st1r.g , narrov. ruad. 

"'AiJt=l lt:lh.~ ~ .. __ _ 
'~~--~~~~'; 

..... 

- ~ 

It;;:-'$ • ;.i · I". 
: t !, - 'i . . •/ -/4 ~ .,,,, / ~ . 

'-~ • ~ ;• r_; · 1 '"-' 
coming soon to 
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Reagan Pays Only $900 Tax on Large 
Ranch Listed as 'Agricultural Preserve' 

By RICHARD BERGHOLZ 
Times Staff Writer 

SANTA BARBARA-Many landowners in this scenic 
county list their property as "agricultural preserves" 
and use a provision of state Jaw to save on property 
taxes. It is all very legal and relatively commonplace. 
Some say as many as 500,000 acres are covered under 
the provision. 

Most prominent of all the beneficiaries of the law is 
Ronald Reagan. who next week is slated to be nominat
ed for President by the Republican Party. 

He bought his 680-acre mountaintop ranch west Qf 
here for more than $525,000 in 1974. It now is assessed at 
$20,423 and the tax bill for 1979-80 was about $900. 

The "agricultural preserve" designation that gives 
Reagan and some of his neighbors low assessments is a 
special provision of law enacted primarily to cushion 
prime farmland from the invasion of subdividers who 
bid up the value the property. 

Some landowners qualify their property by growing 
crops or raising cattle as income producers. Reagan, 
who says he considers his ranch a hideaway, a refuge; 
qualified his land for the special tax status by running 22 
head of cattle on the ranch this year. 

The former California governor is neither defensive 
nor evasive about his ranch and the taxes he pays. 

Rancho del Cielo, the name he gave it, is purely for 
his and his wife's enjoyment. he says. "Everybody has 
their own Shangri-la," he says. "This is ours." 

Both Reagan and his wife, Nancy, clearly look upon 
the ranch as their escape from life's pressures. They 
helped clear the brush, rebuild and paint the 94-year
old adobe house, and decorated it with memorabilia of 
their public lives. 

Actually, the house is modest and unpretentious, 
about 1,500 square feet of floor space, heated only by 
fireplaces'. 

The scenery, including a natural pond in front of the 
house and auxiliary building, is spectacular. The Rea
gans say they take long horseback rides along the 
ridgetop overlooking the Pacific Ocean, 2,200 feet be
low. 

It was not Reagan but the former owner, the late 
Raymond Cornelius, who first qualified the property as 

j an "agricultural preserve'_' three years before Reagan 
; bought it. It was a working livestock ranch when Cor
, nelius owned it and Reagan simply is maintaining the 

status by fattening a few cattle there every year. 
Actually, Reagan doesn't own the ranch. The Ronald 

Reagan Trust does. Trustees are attorney William 
French Smith, industrialist Justin Dart and business-
man William Wilson. • 

After selling off his ranch in the Malibu hills in 1967 
and his undeveloped property in Rancho California 
southeast of Riverside in 1973, Reagan and the fund 
trustees began looking around for a ranch when his sec
ond term as governor ended in 1974. 

The Cornelius property became available and the 
trustees bought it. Smith said the purchase price was 
$525,000. Revenue stamps affixed to the documents on 
file in the courthouse here indicate a slightly higher 
purchase price. 

County officials said the tax bill for the current fiscal 
year was $862, but Smith, who handles the business af
fairs for the fund, said the total taxes amounted to 

~-

$907.70. 
The county assessor's office said no attempt is made 

to establish the true market value of the Reagan ranch. 
Essentially, the current assessment figure of $20,423 
was reached after computing the approximate earnings 
from agriculture-related operations. officials said. 

Land experts have speculated that the ranch probab
ly would bring $1 million or more if it went on the mar
ket now. If the property did not have the "agricultural 
preserve" status, taxes for new owners could amount to 
about $42,000 a year. 

Smith said the trust fund still owes about $320,000 on 
the mortgage carried by the Cornelius estate. 

A relatively few miles away from the Reagan ranch is 
a much smaller ranch-188 acres-owned by political 
activist Tom Hayden and his actress wife Jane Fonda. 

The Hayden-Fonda ranch is not used for cattle 
ranching or farming and is not designated an "agricul
tural preserve." According to the latest county figures, 
the Hayden-Fonda tax bill for their property is more 
than seven times that for the Reagan ranch-$6,577.~. 
compared to Reagan's $907.70. 

Reagan, who opposed a bill for payroll withholding of 
state income taxes in his early years as governor, was 
quoted then as saying "I think taxes should hurt." 

On May 4, 1971, Reagan disclosed, in answer to a 
question. that he had paid no state income taxes for the 
year 1970 "because of business reverses." 

The political flap over that disclosure so upset Mrs. 
Reagan that she said then she hoped her husband would 
get out of politics, which she described as "dirty." 

Reagan says now that neither he nor. his wife have 
given any serious consideration to what might become 
of the ranch if he wins the November election. 

If it were to become a "Western White House," it 
probably would require substantial improvements in se
curity. There is no heliport as such at the ranch now, 
but such an installation is under consideration. 

Vandenberg Air Force Base is less than 50 miles away 
and would provide a fairly convenient helicopter base 
for trips to the ranch in good weather. When the fog 
sets in, the twisting road is the only way in. 
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Reagan's century-old Spanish ranch 

Reagan's .. Ranch in the Skv" house is comfortable but Spartan. The 
only heat source: A fireplace, In inset. 

SANTA BARBARA 
When l\onald Reagan seeks escape 

from the rigors of the White House, he 
can be counted on to hole up at a re-
fl nte ranch high in California's San
Lt Ynez mountains a dozen miles up 
the coast from here. 

Rancho de! Cielo-Spanish for 
"ranch in the sky"-is where the 
President-elect brought 
his First Lady-to-be for six 
days in mid-November be
fore he headed east to or
ganize his administration. 

There is little doubt 
t!·::c; t he will be back many 
limes during the next four 
years. 

·Reagan 
Ra 

Li: 
Scale . 

den, or puttering in his workshop. A 
full-time hired man tends to these 
chores when the Reagans are away. 

Evenings are spent in or 
near the modest, century-old 
Spanish adobe house, where 
the couple reads or watches 
television around a stone 
hearth that is the only source 
of heat. The firewood comes 

from the surrounding 
scrub oaks. 

A maid is on hand to 
cook the evening meal. 
After dinner, the Reagans 
paddle a canoe on a gold
fish-stocked pond behind 
the house or walk their 
three dogs. 

but it is not spacious. Guests visit infre
quently. "It's not a place where they 
can entertain," remarks one aide. "It 's 
where they go to be alone together." 

Under the law, Presidents may des
ignate one of their residences as a vaca
tion "White House," making it eligible 
for special Secret Service alterations. If 
Reagan chooses the ranch, rather than 
his home in Pacific Palisades, the Se
cret Service is expected to spend as 
much as a million dollars or more on 
the rural retreat. 

Agents already are laying tentative 
plans for elaborate alarm systems, 
fences , other security devices, and so
phisticated communications equip
ment to keep the next President full y 
informed during a crisis. 

For Reagan, the rustic 
688-acre spread 2,200 feet 
above the Pacific Ocean is 

~ . 
O 15 30 · ,Ang The couple purchased 

Like it or not, Ronald Reagan is sure 
to find that even his mountain hide
away no longer can offer him complete 
escape from the world's troubles. D far more than just a refuge from the 

rough-and-tumble of politics. It is the 
fulfillment of a boyhood dream to be a 
rancher. "He would be lost without the 
ranch," explains the President-elect's 
longtime friend, William French Smith. 
• i Ie loves the land, he loves horses, he 
loves digging postholes." 

Nearly every morning when Reagan 
is at the ranch, he mounts his thor
oughbred jumping horse, Little Man, 
for an hour-long ride with his wife 
Nancy, who is usually astride a quarter 
horse called No Strings. 

"The Governor rubs the horses 
down, saddles them and feeds them," 
S.:!ys an aide. "He won't let anyone else 
rL it. He loves manual labor. That's his 
furm of relaxation." 

Reagan spends most afternoons feed
ing his 10 head of cattle, working in 
the small orchard and vegetable gar-

U.S.NEWS & WORLD REPORT 29 
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the property for $526,600 
in 1974. The two-bedroom house is 
comfortable and filled with Western 
memorabilia collected over the years, By ROBERTA. KI1TLE 

The Reagans with Nancy's quarter horse No Strings. In addition to riding, the President
elect enjoys feeding, saddllng and rubbing down his horses. 
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~Y .SteUA Havert.u>d Rouse 

roe old Rancho de los .P1cos hi gh :.n Refugio 
:inyon, now the hideaway of President-elect , 
ooald Reagan. was renamed by him Rancho . 
!! CleJo, ranch of the sll:y, 1.nstead of a former 

Say 'Ray-FOO-heE!-oh'1;.;~'.i 
:1me. Tip-Top. . 
Jose Jesus Pico, wba homesteaded the land 

How to pronounce I.be Spanish word refu&le 
has batned tourists aqd confounded many 
residents or the Santa Barbara community. 

JOUt 1880, came•from.,Mexico. woning for a · 
. rule on Santa Ynei randies. , Several proaounclations are heard frequent• 

Pico ftnt bomesteaded land fanber down ly._ 
'. efuglo Canyon, but \hen chose the site aver: · . Here Is how to pronounce refugto accordln& 
.000 feet above sea 1"1!1 because It provided . to S1)4Disb dlctionari~: 
pact? for crop fannlna. • • • • • .• • • TIie "e" 90Unds 11.u tJle "a" lD pale; the "u'" 

BE1ng virgla soil. com. beans, potat~ 90Ullds u "oo" does In room; the "I'.' sounds 
)matoes, watermelOlll, • strawberries and u does the"e" In eve; and the '. 'o" u lD note; 
.eticbes produced good crops without lmga-· ''&'' before tbe vowels "e" and . "I" has a 
:oo, for usually there wu abundant rainfall 
.ear the top~ the mounta!Jl.. · , 

Five or six acres of grapes turnislled 900 facts rep,ding Refugio Canyon, among them 
;ailons ot wine a year. . , thU Refugio Pass Road was part, of _the 

Chickens, bogs, cattle . a.oci bones were ; • ~riginal C&mino Real. • 
·aised on tbe ranch. . ~.. Tbe RoyaJ Highway ran along the Santa 

That era was a time when manJ other Barbara coast. llke the later-instal~~ raJlroad 
1mbitious rarmer, were taking up • mow,. '. tracks, parallel to tbe seashore, as ~eported In 
.ainous land not covered by grants like that ot • story about Refu&io Pass lri Uus column, 
:ne Ortega., (Refugio) or n.;a,by Nojoqui or July 13, 19~ 
Las Cruces Ranchos; • . Mexica.a minen going north may have tta-

Homesteaders included Victor and Nepolo veled It from Refugio gold-mini_ng days, and . 
Lopez, Rasarto Robles. Jose Jesus Romero tile Ortegu may have traveled It from Retu-
and Victor Or\ega in once outlaw•lnfested . • gio _Ranch 011 the sea.shore to their farm 
territory. . . balding, ta Santa Ynez Valley. . 

Pico, who probably wu no immediate rela- A Los Angeles TV Station recently showed a 
tioa to California's Governor Pio Pia, was picture of a large tree growing lo the center of 
married to Juana Lopez on Jan. ,t, 1881.' • . •. Refugio Road, saying tba1 was where 

According to a story by _Joanne Rife in a , ,tagecoaches stopped on their Journeys north 
Santa Ynez Valley moothly, . November, ljJ75, , , • and soutb. • • • 

Jose and his wife lived Ill a tent during A county road was not completed througb 
construction of a small adoJ)e house, built by Refugio Pass until 1898, and stllgecoacb ser-
an Indian,. Martin Voli.tJ, . .. ~ .~ ~ • • . . vie. ns discontinued ·in 1901 when the South• · 

Edward Pico, his soa, ~gilt It wu built ' era Pacific Railroad was ~tended from Santa 
several yean before his blr~ la -l•;·Walker Barbara 10 San Francisco. 
Tompkins in a recent radio broadcast gave the ~ 
date as 11187. .. :· :" ~- t '· • 1 -~ la early limes boatJ carrted travelers up 

·-,:~ ~ ~ .r ~ : :· : anid down the cout. The ftnt extensive travel 
Even In that re_mote regioa, 10 ~Iles fr!)m ·..-' :Qn land began In April, 1881, when Gavlota 

Santa Ynez and s1x.andione-baU ap~ coup, Pass wu completed. • 
highway, ranch children attended ICbool, bra r. . . . 
small building 00 ~ Pim property. about one-\: .. .. , 1be ~ Marcos Toll Road was built in 1868, 
rourth mite from the bome. .- , • / and put 111to use for stagecoaches In 1870. They 

• . . • .... - -:,,.. • ,- j ' :1. .. , . tnveled the Gavlota or San Marcos routes, 
Edward Pico, a son no•. llvt111 In Santi" according to contracts with mall and freight 

Ynez, told me In a telephone lnterviewr that .: services. 
tbe school teacher ot the fewer than 10 puplls , . . 
boarded wttb the Pico famlly, • -. . • - Tbere were a few places where streams had 

. • • • ·::: / ·; ~ i'. . • • . . u . to be fonled .ln wet weather oa the Toll Road, 
EdwanS ts the Pill}[. ,uivJvor. of, seven P.le(? ' ,t,t,t not the number still required on the 

- 1 . : ~ n __ ., . . . L _ ____ _ ..,.,... ; ;_..., ff"I .,.Orw"'\Pt• 

peculiar gutteral sound like a strongly uplrat• 
ed " b". 

The accent Is on tbe too, making the pronun-
ciation "ray-FOO-hee-oh." • 

Refugio Is the Spanish word for "refuge", 
accordin& to Erwin G. Gudde, In California 
place names. • 

Canada del Refugio, Santa Barbara, pre
serves the names ol the land grant Nuestra 
Senora del Refugio, granted provisionally In 1 , 

November, 1794, and definitively In July, 1834. 
The name Is also preserved lD Refugio Pass. 

John Gandolfo reported that ranchers In the 
Santa Ynez Valley used fhe road mainly for 
cattle drives to railway sidings on the coast. 
Hls father bought the homestead directly 
below lbe Reapn land more than 50 years 
ago. 

Some maps of the region today label the 
road "hazardous." 

However, remote as it was, Jose Pico made 
this subsistence farm his home and means of 
livelihood for many yean, laboring also some- • 
times on the county road. 

Edward Pico, who lived on the ranch with 
his rather for a number of years, and managed 
it when JO!le was old!!r and less capable of 
doing the work, told me that some of the time 
water was hauled from a spring; a well 

• furnished water later. 
The young men of the family worked on 

• neighboring ranches. They hunted wild pigs in . 
the brushland. There were· also deer, coyotes, 
lloos, occulonal bears and smaller crearues 
on the hillsides. •• 

Mn. Jobn Locklin.I whose grandmother was 
a sister of Ptco's Wife, (a descendant of the 
Ortega family) remembers vtsting the ranch 
during summer vacations. • 

Her mother, grandmother and other female 
family members slept In the. adobe house, 
where there was an unusual firtplace of slate
llkt rock . . The men slept In a different build• 
ing. 

In those days the family went to Rtfugio by 
train from Santa Barbara._ There they were 
picked up by relatives and taken to the ranch 
by horse and buggy. 

=="=cc=~ "c-'~ ":-c'::=-:-::· ·- - - • :=d:~ ·--· - . - --·-·-
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Alter JOH Pico', deatJa. a older brotber, 
Joe, .executor of the estate, sold the ranch to 
Frank F. Flournoy In 1941 for $6,000. 

Mrs. Locklin explained to me that "scarce 
money" in post-depression yean necessitated 
the sale. • • 

Probably Flournoy, who had become famil• 
lar with much of Santa Barbara's land In his 
county surveying duties, named It Tip TQP, 
although the house Is hidden In a dell. 

In April 1955, Flournoy sold the land to Ray 
and Rosalie ComellU5. Still enamored of this 
Wilderness retreat. according to them 1 he 
visited it occasionally, being taken br auto to 
view It from his car when.he was quite feeble. 

Par~ls of land we~ added :o"tbe·comellus 
holdin&:. so that they owned a l.054-acre spreed 

z 
.~

t"~ 
... J•_,. , 

·~-~~( 
~~- - :<,,.' 

accumulated brusll made ftJ for p-olriq 
grass. 

The News-Press reported N~. 19. 1974. that 
the deed to the Tip Top . Ranch had bee! 
recorded here. with tax stamps indicating a 
purchase price of about $527,000. The size of 
the ranch has been announced ,ometlmes as 
trn acres. sometimes 68&. 

II is said that ex-Go-.·emor Reagan saw It on 
a Rancberos Vlsitadores trip. 

A meadow where Pico raised his fruit and 
vegetables surrounds the adobe house. Tbm 
Is a small man,made !axe, said to be 11 feet 
dttp; Mrs. Locklin told me there was ano~ 
lake on the property. 

Only a comparat ively few heed or cattle are 
run on the land. which has bttn de!igneted an 
agricultural preserve to guaranttt Its !latlJS 
8.9 " open space," with taxes lowe:r than for 
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,..,· )•;½,'i".fLl:,<l!',7,,,~;,~ ~,~>i•;l't::,);;,':,'3/,;¥~-l(;;r,;>:~.:;:'!'.C.,i!lf';.at: \ Wi .. H;~-~~,:-, .. :::.: .· •·;:; ... j:t·-: 11·.,:.::/ .. l: .. ,i,~ ... 

_ . .-!\ e---e:~ e;,, J~, :. / . • '•::. -~- ; .. ~ 
~• . '•.,r,,.,. •• i,-,i., .~ \":'".J ,r~.;:~~"'k1.o~'i,if' .,\' : .'",r,,f~i -J(J~f,~~~•' :· t.,,:..">,... l 

. f:Sltt; · · ·;:- .. . t '. • •• tk~"-· ·:; ->n- .'.·\1 N ··•\ ... 

./}r,f~t ·''" . -~~~~r •~J~.,. -~~:i1:. _;:L ,0, . 
.. i .. ~r- .... :e1,,.! t4.;,1,;,-.•.,1,,.a ·<• ·--•"';~,1,~• '~'~ •lrt ~~$i~~: / ."' ' ' ••• ;.r •• ••• • ,I - ~ -~:/.;tr:,·;fl~>~it~$ ·,.~ .. ~:' ,,, .. OU V ·.1, f.":~~fo,- i .)',1-:lt~Y:-'.1, 

·I t:" . .:~:·::::,:·i:a;-!}t~;~ ii~±:,,.,,.,,"" .. ,.,,." .. ;' 
;;tThe,,Reagans+ranch • ii thein,J:etreatfi#tt 
·-· • -~!~*~~:Br~~-'~f •1.! 

1·jf~~~ ~'.~~.:~~t:1~~f~/t~~~1\~/fb1~~;tf.!~flf~~~{~~'ffi 
;,~ . :;.';1VfH~'callsJi'Ranclwdel Ciel~his ra,~ch •in:_ ·th,e .skFa,n~ z'~?·r ·:. 
i-~tilt:{i; a continent and an era away from the·:fife . he; will be leading,. m :.; -. 
. ·1--iZ-· ""' _... ' . . .·• . • •. .. . ,., ' , ..... ~ • • •• • ~ 

·;J~;,) ;;}V,ashirigton,- D.C 7'!1e .688 acres of ~ugged-lq.nd\ nestlei n:·1.f1< ; 
:}:-WJf. ,

1
Santa . Ynez Moun tams, 2,?00 ft. above the P[ffifiC. /?_c!a'!; af?.ou!/ ~ 

/~~f;- t l00 miles northwest of Los·Angeles. The Reagans raise a few cat;'.": 
:.)1Ji :'1/e .ori the ;'solated spread they bought six years'ago/ but they',usi/ ~ 
;:;~ :,~; :: it"mainly, • and eagerly, as : a . retrear.1:And so/ jealousiy,:'do they . ·, 
;;;~: )!guard their privacy thar'/e~ o~isid~rs)a_~/seen./h_eirJ_ipe~w_a>i} i 

•;/;s -he looked fonvard to /llsJnaugural, -the ;,President-elect:al-~ ,; 
}lowed TIME Washzngton ·Bureau ChiefRober(Ajemian 'tospend,; :f 
,)1w.o·days with hini at the ranch and.toopserve ·'tf::i)i.,{pretenti~us i~ . 

;-1?1/:'l.tl. ?tznd._inyigorating fife that he' leads there)i~fli<'.iNifil,~1°qi}~~£~~if1, :; 
•_· ... {c._ >.':. ~H·.';".'.\.~.;, ::~~' •j.-.. ~~~-'i:.~..;,-,\, .~ ;.:•!,'<'_l•l!. t,n·

1.,"",;.;'.: ",ki;.,:1v:~ ::~h\;.,«"Sl:_ii?,~1;t1_'i.¥_~ '11) t}Zj~~j1rf.~~~t ~ ~_-·' .-: .. t~x~: :.i • ·.,::,· (< · .. _. ', ! •. ;·'."'= J ... :-:·. •:·· •• ,, · . , .~,. .... ·;•-::-· ~:- • ?"' .. ·~·':¥.•,~::•~(J,;ftt~'Ir~!;?J~~&'u,;~~-~-;f~-':r-t ,.,; ~-

:i~t i Ronald R,eagan.ll!ted. the ,double-edged_~x above.his h?d(; :! 
:'lir11£/ .. and slammed it into the tree branch lymg on the ground. , :; 
:·t~l'., ,', ' He sw,ung _again; hiirighth~nd_ 'sliding t~e)ength,of the ,:;; 
,· ,.:M-~ ;i].png :,;wooden handle, and keptswmgmg for ·, two_: full rmnutes.>,;; .• 

1-¼~]{~ce' gli_stene~ wtt~ ·s.weat. .He wt;re ainiJef .sungla~es;):~q } 
·t,lier,ilje;had. removed his contact lenses :because ,_the flying chips:, : 

,,·,c-r,;;•, ! sfn:{eimie~)~dged behind·. th.em.' in his_ faded c!enini shirt; foathf1 { 
} ~t :,,er glov_es, ,scuffed b_oots and, cowboY.i.P.~t? he.,lo,o,keqJUu14,fteAJ ~
:if.'=Lt ~; yc>Ung.,'Hls .. b~ea.t~g.!)-OW ;,b~a,Il'l:e .~ lit9,~,,h,.~AIT.~: <!,nd, .t1~,; P,u!, ;. 
' ·,'\' :~ ·ao·wn the' ax .. : .,_.., ,-, ,i·:•··' ··"••:.• . .,.,_ ,.,, •• ,, .i'IJ,/,,:,;-,,;;;;,;1._,, ','<>1t•~;;_,~1;.,'·.'\\:\{Ufl','.,~j,,~iJ!, ' 
)':~t~Ji. -~ ,• ►• - , .° :; , . •.,~~•••;, • '•?'• ' ~, ':_.'.;~ :J.?.:.-, !•:,~ . ;•t '•:•:.-": ~,~r:'r~ .. '.:_ ~.,-('f.l}t~•,qlJJ ,1 ~· f Ji~~~►yf~1~;.;-!.'i"'<f?.,: r 
.'.:+i,~' ;:iJ;:tHe :was completely afhome. '~This is ·where '!restore :my7{: 
'.t~ilY :.: self,''. he' tells the few friends he irivites here.''The ranch is' ac:.': ;, 
'/f;:i f cessibk only:.by. climbing . Se".en . miles ;,~n: ' a /switchba_ck·: r()ad,'/ :' 
~!futi ~~ttrrou~ _gwµes an<! b~nd turns. that ,drop off: ~li~.rply ,to~:ird. t~~ :: :, 
:\y~ri J W~ter,, .a ,dnve:,yiat st~ m~~es. _NancY: .. ~eag~n.n~zyol!s:~~trong; "c ; 

:_, t1B:~ts~ t~~·ii0
;ri ~~:~~~t~~~i~:t~; ff1~{:~ra~~id:1ttu1% :~Early,moini~gc;~~;·~a~quiily:to'the' R~~g~n-;a~c~ e;io;;'iett t~'rigtit: the'-1 

:' .~,!;~i(sost~thata Y~ice ·c~_beheard ,afgreatdisiancesJ~;~•~?~jt•t··· • ,,,;,,;··· :• •. --·· ,.,h, ,, ,,., " . .... ,.,,· ,, ,,., ,,, "I - ,,, :,'.'>)I '" "'-'' • "'<";,Y.I ••• , • " 

rjf:{~ ?\1/.' ~~gan:;be~an . p~~king l llp: the splits_;of.wqod{ loag,ing\ :/ 
i:them:mto a·.cart:: His five-room 100-year-old .adobe .house -de~::·. I 

. f~it: 1yen.dsJ m two, fireplac.es .for p.e~t\ Fie· ~k~spnd~ in. keepil?:g' hif •i 
_;f)i,;, ,;supply o(c:firewood stacked . high; : \'.1~.<:nJoy; the :,fireplaces · here~ ~, 
.:-:Wmi: \ more •~.he says '.'because· I know we need the heat::,,,,,i;Il~!fji,{$m;~ ·;i 
.•\7r::!'t•, , ~ I ' •• ' •~ • • , • ~ • •• ,, .., , •;tw; ,.,,r~• ~~~,,.:,,~ /) 

?}'il't }(/{His ,favorit~ riding h?rse( _Littl~ ·Man,: a' P•?"ear~old)hoi:~f' -~ 
• ·;"';Pr.'{, ,.oughbred he raised from a colt, is al ways here1waitmg. Only Rea-,. , 
'}~;i} }gan 'rides· him:: Reagan . is : sentimental ', about-' all ':his· animals: 1 ·;i 
-}rt}( ·:~Thre<m9nths ag?, 'qne 6,f his 'dogs, i;Qfrn:iari s~~p~erd _11:an_ied :, ;-
'.<Y:.'1, fuzzy/ had to . be put to .slee;:p because.,of arthnt1s in ,his :hips, ,: , 

: ·~:'/$'.~ ;and Reagan' had 'a small ceremony:'·HeJed ithe:·dog" so.me" final.: ·: , 
.A%!i ~-treats, ·sa,id rus'·goodbyes,::'and buried.him '.oij:a':nearby ,hillside ': : • 
·i\ti f next 'to Rhino;' ~hich. belongecl to hi;s son Ron:.~eag~~ s~ratfhe~ : 
··::-r:i ,:-· '· the dog's name.on a marker and .covered the grave ·with rocks . , ~ 
·:¥.r.¥3 t so··coyotes\vill nqt dig up .the body.'. ::?~\%"fflt¾~/$.;:lUtft:$f~;~Ji\ ·;(£ 
·;~}ll: }/!.:fFae '.comes ::to, his mountain to '. labor ;"an,4 . this ' afternoon: h_e : -,J 
.jjJt('.~was/a(out 0,'.the "Yoods ~learing _6ne __ 9f his ,~idirig:~railf;,W,ith i ll 
:.f-!f.~1£ :;f°:.~:_ft: yrurung pole he ~eached hJgh into th~ droopmg bra11ch-;· . • 

9.~s,1poking,.yulling, sa~ing, back. ~I?,dJorth: .Fo.r year~ h~ _~as : 
;,~t!~~1::hed_his 111uscles ".'.1th a_ sm<Lll, ru,bber-tired "."heep,\J.,at fa~~) 
f a -wooden ;-bar;through its center. Crouched on his knees, Rea::,:; 

""'.n1-olls Uie'wheel far.out iri front of him·, back and forth,)0 ·o/: .,,. 
·:~, .... ~ .. • · • · ·~: ~\ . . .. , • ., •. , :- : n . •1 .· . · . • ,.,, • • . . . y: ~,:-.r ~+·•·r~--:-f .-l-1:-!.'. { 
• ·m,c;ll)·' <;,ev.en ~arnes it.with him on the road.,/-,1";;,~.;; : ;t,·,;.;·i4'.~•.c-: 

• ,~.., ~ .l'~,as""fiiiaU ·~ae'a'r''of brush 'and Rea • an' \;f be.h.ind • 
-· ·- ,.,J.~lJ.,~:rtd".ffiwe'd.1the·carC6r.ku ghs.ioward 

~~li"sg&b'.a.if~jh9.u~a.;:an~ :1;. 



.ffliW:1~rf;~1}#;Rf;1i~1n1r~i~f~tn~~:i~'.~~\;~4~1i)\t~itM~;it~i~1i~tf~li.!1ftjtr~{.,..;.~;,.~-,. • ~· · 
;,'.fi~1~!•$i.• •· ' ' . ' ' /! t-V,,. '.'l, ; •, I••, , •., 'li-t•·•' •11.~j ! • ' I •/ ,o.,•; , ;,; J•, ,,1>:r,•• -<:;, ;;. .,·. ' ' :•• '• • :, ., I ' ,.::"•• : , ~ .,.; ·,'# ~• •-..;:..:f\" ,:,, .. , 1~t~~~~W.k:~~~~~~-~~1~P,~(ii';~~~'ilf11~~~t~~ Man of' theiYear~~~ta~r~;li~ 

,,t i · • l: ~~ l~l.Ul .. !-Dl!I f~~E!!~"i:~~~~~St~:~;;1 
1
• ·J; ,<:· -.::; ~ K~•-- .Dlff!~lll.\1 l ill8 _for :J?uke:' ~~-J?Olllte?- tothe .~us~C?S .~e,'admires;Jhe:fo}'.on,

0
a.:; I' 

• -c, Califorrua holly;.with·,bnght red .hemes, and the browrush man-'~. i 
; z..inita) He'. saw,:s9mc( dumps·of grease_wood :and got . wprked ,up. 
( talking'al:iout its 'dry,·grasping nature·and how:it burns fiercely ; 

. {o/.,h;n se,fafire by lightning,'.@l'li~~~;it{~~~~~f.:1,~;~iz:~1jf:i,1t~t¾MI~· 
, ?~~He: prefers the natural growth and has little interest in rais- ;-
1 {ing_yegetables:.:•1 like the wildness of this place/J,he said, speak- · 
J :}ing "eagerly of _thernumerous wildflowers .. and their fragrance 
_'. ::after a rainfall, ·He has done a little planting' of his own; East- . 
'.: ' em: Wacs just' behind the ·. house; some l willows and live oaks, 
' :'iiow climbing strongly. He once took'i1 seed from a pine.cone, 

• ' , I .... - •. ' '.'started it in a.coffee can and nurtured it into a tree:'. '.j{:U:·:.i:,, ;: ". ;:;' ',j-

"i~1;·i'.r ;: ·, l ' .t . ,1 t ·; -~·, ,'.~ '-~:\rt .. I?,,.~ . . ~ ?<:i;!\From )3ald ~ountain;_ the hig~est point on Re~gan's ia~d, ·: .:\) 
-~~/~i~,;; ·,::, .-. /!f:s,, ~~ . __ , _ ~:: .:.~ .. --.- · , _ li,.~;0'J;,,_~ , l ·'_you can s~e 40 miles down the Califorrua coast and, m the spec- :," . .,')'.•i. 
)~;ftJ;-1\;,. -·.,- ~ . .:·~ ~~ S'-<;_,, -;~·,- ·, :}~-1.\:~-.-~-. 1tacular .. distaD;ce;;fiveoftheC.hannellslands.·Attheotherend ·' _:Yt~ 
' "'''" '·• -~:. 7. :· .,,~;b ., . I::"' ..,,~·;--'r':_'._•-...' .:.::::~. _ • . ;;::. : - ':: · ~-,"· : of the.ranch; y~u l~k down on the _Santa .Ynez ValleY, ~q.d ga~~ ,··:?\\j::: ; 

-, ~ -· :- , -~- 11 • • It:-~, ~ ----.-•• .,.. • over heavy rolling hills that plunge toward the sea •·,.,\ --? '-r,f';,• r,~•f; .·,. ,: •·· ··' -' ·•"·· 
-. : ' . ··- 11•1/ ' . . • . ' ., .. .. ~, 1 r-, ·\ :""- ~.--- • :'t"_:;: .. 
;-( . . . . . ,,., - .. ... , ,,.,,,,. . .-l . .,!fill .. "~'-' .,,. ... ,~ .- ··t:?-.rReagan knows the history of his ranch, and as he drew.clos- , -,:;<t 
:,: R~!l~a.n'.sfootwear, including sneakers used to stomp a rattlesnakei',:i( ;. er"to the house he pointed to a distant~ and told how'a hun> .,:' ;•/;J 
~f;'~'f,i;,f;\il;~%',~'11i:~ic,',._:-..<:\{;(:;/,· • ,; ·1,~'f'i :{./t!iJi1;;1~fe;~tf,:::·•:~·1•'ic;.:lN nt;r;~ -~ dred years ago, a :young bandit . had . been ambushed there; ·Ee. ' ::, T>'.; 
'¾ Victory,-a golden retriever; which wears a·•dog tag marked 1600 ·:.told of a hanging tree anci_'.i:,{f,:1❖:'-'; ;:;t'\ii;'.;.'.~:;,<,.;.-;;;;•); ~ ~i/r,.!,JJi'·,~.,,.. :;" •" • <f:1'.(: 
µ>ennsylvania :Avenue, pressed against his neck. A third;- a ,fe- :- :; stagecoach': holdups. -On :{fl~~-~~R!I ,,_;:;d : 
,.].male husky named Taca, 'sleeps during the 'day/-Taca is a night :· ,' the ·:wide ' hillside ~ across::. .. .... ~l'l ::;;;i;;;;: 

.::ihunter,'Reagan explained, and she drags home deer carcasses,·:' ;_ the 'valley·; whe~e tlie dogs ;;: \~~~ro:r,: l{r~;t 
~-d~ad possum and.skunk: The_ husky is _s_o ,smelly _she h!lS }Q .. ~~ : ; are .b_uri~d;-the S_paniards_..( ~/.?}f .. 

1~~~~he4 down now. and then with tom~toJmce,.•:. - : , , .... ,~: ;',~Yi)J;:, / had_c1;11ti~ated vineyards, .::;. \,,\tt 
,f .-:"t:-'As the Jeep wobbled along the dirt road, a bobcat as big as :.long since gone.'One day ::, :,:~·;•.:· 
~;Y~ctory suddenly : came into view;; taut'. and ·staring, about 50 . , ·Reagan' brushed ·. against { :,:,::yj} 
(~yards away, and the men in the Jeep hoped the dogs would not .the : -native >; buckthorn:·,-,;,: ;_, _\ i~S;. 

'( notice: Reagan ign?red it. I:Ie know~_ the_ a~als_ well. that stalk. :,bush, ;'i and .,~ it~1;,berrfes;[ • • ·.} /i~t~: I! 
-:'the-, brown, dark hills of his ranch:. Moun tam . lions, protected . ;:rubbed off on him. '.Later;;;i,, <;:~ .: ,; t 
... from hunters by California law, sometimes appear striding fear-,', ;, when he washed _at home, -'r,.~ • i~ :\:;i\ 
;.!Iessly in full view: Last spring a lion cub was discovered sleep:· the juice made . a'' lather.;Jjl;! .::;·;-,:;.t ' 

1~~n.t•; ing .in.the Reagan barn and wasleft ·u~d~s~~~~d:; !,h~t, !1}ght; • and ~e figt1red out that.the i,I : · E~~~ ::\f:A( t : ~prk ,S~-~ mother came and took the cub a way. ·:,f:#1';:!:t:.>:\-! : \;-.;,;;t:'..{·:,i'!(~t:.. ' Sparuards : had ,used _: the 4' ,;;]?.i,;t ~ 
1'-;,':,t;t) .:'.'~;•/ Bears have turned up around the barn too, and last summer (: buckthorn berries as soap.~f• ._;'.' t_,,;;;,::. }; 
i-~~;4';-~ / he leather seat of Reagan's tractor: was torn up by one. A pair • ''.)l; ~s he pulled into th~} • · \~:f).~.f; } 
•::W:\J: ;. of hawks ~ave a nest across t?e meadow from the house and con- . :. yard R~gan , glanced. to-.> ·f".ft~ ;,~ 

:;tl , stantly glide the sky searching for game. Deer are everywhere . : ward his .pon~. It used to ·•, :£:·;;;dr ,1. 
··,,;and sustornarily t~ke _water a~ ~eagan's ·man-made pond. He •. be a ~udhole, a~d Re_agcl.n:_~; : :f.:~;:Jkt i 

:~::i;6171:;,_ :~a.s atmed .a spotligh~ at th~ v1s1tors and ,;yatched them sta_nd-_: and his closest friend,Wili: •iL.;;:,rt ·Y 
:~&)J:,t :,_mg _frozen m the glar~. -~e is not a hunter, a_lthough from trme ;_ ) ard / Barnett? ,,whom;;,he,;: 
li~f:r~; ,,'· to trme he has used his pistol on ground squirrels. because here ': calls Barney, go_t ,a .black \ 
: ;-;:Qf} : ':, they carry disease. He has killed three rattlesnakes on the spread, (' :: plastic liner laid across the·' 
:Jtf,?1\ i_two with boulders and the third with his foo5,, Believing he had_ ·bottom.: ~arney, : 67, _is a_'.' _--· a:,;;,;,~ ,-'.\ 1 

:ft \ co.wboy boots on, Reagan stomped on th:e _r~tt_l~r. CJnlY; to .~~--. rugged, silver-~aired man,;~ .. ·- · .· .. _ ... ,-- __ -~ .. .. ·----- . n;f{f rlt 
~Kt ::alize, aghast, that he was wearing sneakers: ft(:1.:ii'.':·:;'!,:-;1·,:;~1~jr.t~+ :· . who used to dnve· for Rea- 71 r.'. ,t. ·. iS· '· -: • ~:- ·, .' s:•\,t[ {·~, 

& ~.,, ,~•t,;~;j; ~~~;;1;~ ;J;;;';;::.,~;l;;;:"j·~Ji/);;'!;£:• :~; ::~~ :(,;;,':: ~~°.' ~-.:.·.·_ .. a#_n:•~-'X:
4

,~·d'e:_s·~.-1·~"-··th ••. -e--~~· dr .... J.o. m·. Jl.t>·~·~:~~!:~ ::)(~!~ ~f 
. . -~ :: b?y;_.and they are nght. AT_exas adrmrer recently shipped • br9th~r:·•The : pond : tpese • -~-• :.r,9, ... J;:;;);.1tf}W?Il4t•,.~\Y~:-!\(1,t•~ty~:;-~1i•;~; ·, :; -~}~ -i\ 

: 'l}Jit, '.: .. : . him an enormous longhorn steer tha~ weighed over 2,000 ,_days isJ .lJ;:.\d_ee?;'.1.';1~. ~p~_ft}?n~,·.~1:~:,~ .~~~~,,;P,a4_~}t ~~e. lf:;\~· J{'. 
·_,,•S~~~ '; lbs:J Reagan, ~ho has a name for everything, .called the steer · •:~,l!cky. '·!~1.:1:Jii-:f'}'~ / -~' t/\' .~j.1;;;,t.1>.;;;~l!,,,.f_;;i'T':f~":'tJ1~'t;1f:i,(jl(:,;..., ~/i•.i{,'1£:-; /,>:;:4\. ~;!; 
::;l~i-~ ,P~ke. The arumal some~ow e~caped, and as he ~rove,,~.r~1;,~~- /-.:.'.'1i:The pondi s filled _w1th _goldfish h_e put,~here, andhe lik~s to -,;- ;1))- ~r 
-:{{-1;)';\'; -this day Reagan was keeping an eye out for Duke. ' :'. ,"?~•.i' ~-~.;.:,.t:;·i;' .. :J ell how :they grow according to their envu-onment, small · m a :'':if.~'!r. -'";" 
::~\th' :;> 1~;-Deep ruts in the washed-out roads cause~ the Jeep t? til~side: '. ·fishbowl and larger~ a pond. His are halfafobt long_and he at~: ·_:;YI ; '\ 
J~,t(/( ,·:ways as Reagan eased over t~em .. ~he man_next _to ~ -.m t~e ___ :.tends .theD?- c~refully: That afternoon a ;salt-Vfa_ter bird, a gray : <t~~i J:· 
. ,,(~,'\'.;< : I eep . was a Governmen~ med!(;_ assigned :to · ~taY: a,t . his. side .. :i\ . ,:.t~m; -..yas circling the, fish : and _Reagan Inoxe<!. qwckly toward ;he. . :· i'-1~ ~' .,;t~t:t : · .. /'J) •,.:;· •• c". ::_:, 1;:;'~;::, ·; :·:i.!J"'.£.,:/N:,~\'.,,l,ll~1-:~1·.•.·' fi·t~lt'/,:1:,.,+:; :i-i•'•:'. -.~,'.~ ',;·,.- ·•,'.:--,,~.~-:,.1,".:~>':.i~;,'.'.,,;'-f.:}*t :,;':,\;c.~lt~\;,4:,•.;'>: ,, :,i ,'it'.·,v-~;,j;j;·ir,,; ':ifi,"''...f,,';,;.1,~r.-i;;i. i~J:'.! · J~; 

~ "'~:U:i :'::E::::: r. , ► t-ii~~~ iw.• :. tf£~ts; • ~f1'1!r.1; ?!~· , ; !l.p -
<\i3l,1.;; 1t~111i~r ... 'f:• ,,~ .• ,, · • :L 
,£1~ -.;c,; "· - ~ -~ -t~J·i~' . .;f-i.: ~) ·:· 

,:,,.~g,} ' . - • 1:- :\. 

- -- ' '1-1,U""l,IUll l"l ... a ...... . - .. UJUIHHI ··-·••;;a~v•• .,----1~ .!.t..S: 

'"'J.:*~.-~~ ~.h~:..;,;:1:.o:;~}r~J~it.t:·"'~~l1•~··fr.Ji{~~!~ • • • ·-: · • ·>·· ~ ~ •• .-~ • ... -~ -.. : .... , _ 
I ~ l~~;,1•:-.•:-,v~,);,< .·---~.:.c;;.1;~~-·,;5,\ ~-;,;'!l ;TIME, 1 ANVA,R Y S, !981~ 
~lfi?~~t:t;G:} : _ _,., •• '.:"::':~ .~ ~;Zlf'.1~i;''Mf~i:~f~~~:~· 
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. (.~/J;~6yid:c~~--tiegii1ossiiftsto~~s: at tli't~~ e~chc_tfiiilf( ~t~~in~fac1tii{si~e~th~y laid -ii'r~a 'v1~y(f!oor,-~orkmt1fi· tfiecliilL • >;;,;.; 
iii landed on the ::vater but could ~o_t s~a.re 1t off. To the past ~e ha_d _ w1t_h small_ electnc heaters to make the glue stick:·They_ set traps • , \\/:· , 
,! i. come across kingfishers; he said, diving down and speanng his trying to kill off the numerous rats and wood mice. · .. ::. • .... -- -~-- •·-•. ,: :-":'.<:)· , 
,f ,, fish, but he had never seen a salt~water bird here.,''.Bang! Bang!" : .:'. :;; Wherever he traveled around the country in 1976,-campaign- ·· • • :: . ::.: 
. ,· he yelled several times; and eventuallythe tern flew back toward . ing fcir the nomination against Jerry Ford, Reagan thought about - _: ;·- ;\·~~ 
: '-'the ocean as a satisfied Reagan stared upward at its flight: ;i,: " his new retreat. In ·motel rooms he would step off the bedroom· : ·-.,'\:-': 
i :i!::!f: ~he next morning ~eagan a~d _his wife wen: at the horse · and bath to get an idea of room dimensions, and on the plane he ,;,).;,\;~ 

ll'li _barn by_ 10 o'clock;·. He .likes to nde for a couple of hours each - :drew floor plan sketches. Often he would return exhausted to Los' : ~-, :,f:(: ''l i ,norning"and work in th_e afternoon: He ·saddles the hors·es him- . Angeles on a Saturday night, only ,to leave early the next'inorn- :· :~·-}t/0
; 

-,. , self, cleans their hoofs and, in the·past; even changed their shoes. : ing fora day at the ranch. He put up a fence made out of used tele-.. ·:~-; ,',:~ / 
.,,; , He climbed up on Little Mari; still spirited and shrewd enough to phone poles, carting in the 22-ft. lengths and chain-sawing them i ?J~, .::_ 

;f.~. ' open gates· with its nose.;Reagan had ridden the horse's mother. down to 15 ft. for the rails'and using the remaining 7 ft. for posts. • ' ;'.' • 
,t : in one of his movies;, Sta//ion ·Road, bought her and later bred He _and Barney put in a sprink1er system and hauled in beams 

J_t: · her. A practiced hunter and jumper, he now restricts himself to that they stained arid set across the ceilings,··· ._ ,·. , ':· ': •. ·. _ ': · .:.\, ':<;: 
(fl. trail riding. He loves the surprises of the changing landscape:. . •• • , .... · -. :' •. : ,. - • -• · '. • ' .' ;·' • •· '·, . "-.· .. :.': :: ·: '/ -~•: > ';,\,,:,::-:'ii,' . , 
t-' trails that suddenly open to sloping meadows or pitch through Talking easily, Reagan moved around the house, stopping 
~Si thick ·rolling woods: f:·• :,.,_,;.;"'·'/'·='·'.;•.,· •!'''~ • ., ' ·. ... • •• •. ,, .-·.: -.,-,; :~ ·:::-, • -,. : • • once to point otit a painting by Clare Boothe Luce of a· 
•.' ~ ( • ' ·•· •I, t· ~ t •·• ,-. '•" •: ' , 1 1 , • " , • .._ ,. • , • • , 

rr- ::, • .. Nancy Reagan, who is-not a relaxed rider, went along on her · ' : smiling lion. He took it off the wall to show her inscription 
~t • chubby bay named No Strings. They own two other horses; both : on the back, turned over the painting and was astonished to find 
,,e . Arabians, a. white named Gualianko and a serrel named Cata-· ·a live bat, mouse-size and squirmy, clutching the frame. Reagan· '.~;- ;.';.· .. .. 

' lina. Reagan · used to r,aise thoroughbreds· and sell them off as poked at it with his finger. He recalled another bat that had made ,;•v{:: 
• yearlings. When he was younger, he had his own system of break- . its way into the house a couple of years earlier. With Nancy howl-· '.'. ·,: }i; 

, . . ing horses, first with a lunge line in the ring, then lying stomach~ ' ·ing in the background, he and Barney had chased that one with a · ·- · , ;'.;: ::
~t· .. down across their _ backs, ~ll the time emphasizing ~:: y~rbal .-. ?.room and got it out alive. This afternoon R~ag_an cahn.ly took : ~-;;-- _ 
•'.F.it'.·-· commands. · As he · was • ' • • • • the pamtmg to the door;- • .. :-··:'° ,· ,. 
ifuit! explain~g his arproach; flicked it and _watc_hed ··f ' \ 
Ii:-::.; he burst mto a_smg0 song the bat spread its wmgs_ ~?::'\j 
~ ;:;::. chant' from. his .cavalry wideandfly off.-1,, .- .;:,.,;<J!. :::;i;~i:~ . 
. lJ~~i' • days: "Walk ho-o!" he : i·,., . In the niorni.ngs··;on .- •'·-,t:\~:~, 
f~:\ cried out H~ .·was silent . the mountain, ReagatI : }/i:i-
~~;l '· · for a moment:· Then he • wakes .. up without -.. an :.>·.,_·,,:· 
1l~f: • 1et loose again:

0

<(Tro ho-·' alarm around 8 o'clock, ': ;,)'.,: '. 
f ·' o!" _he yelled, as _if he • dresses right away and :O:';\ j• 
!ft ·: were back i,n a movie at takes coffee at the veran- • _ .. :; ~,:,;.,-., 
;f:-:: Fort Bravo. ,-1::..,-,,;,,?/_!:~_.r da table. He-gets going :·: ~/½\ 
'1< . • '·:'•:1-"' Later ·• •Nancy·• Rea: ,- slowly ·- sitting in ·,the .'.· .-._:'i ::O, 

,,..if,._:_: ·ga~· ·_ can{e· out . of the • mornbig sun, eating his , ,.;,~:}}:·· 
i'?·-: ' house injearis and bright : • breakfast, reading, look.:, •. ·;,;:<!· 
l:/ :". kerchief, carrying a box1 ing out on the meadow.'_ •• :·)ti 
~-;:·;: _ of trash: While her hus.:,: ,He usually -has . orange ~- ;: f f: 
.,,,,. band spends · most 'of his:, juice,- · some · dry , cereal · ; ,cf::.'\ 

: time •·--· outdocirs,<i; usually:· - covered , with fruit , · or -~;j)°:;" 
with · tools in_ his hands/ maybe a couple of soft- ' ·.• '.-:>"?;~ 

. sheisindoors, talkingfor· ·boiled eggs prepared by . ·/i/ ,_'. 
: long periods of_ time on· the famiJ y. cook; ··Ann; . . '.: :--::::~ 

the telephone; , reading,' • Allman. By· her own ac- - ,:.;_, • 
planning.· Reagan hates count, Nancy . has • no .. :<:", 
the telephone and is al- cooking-skills. ·:' , r:.·.:;:;; ,_,.,: •. . :·:i • • 
most grateful that Nan- ,':J. •,• A big school . bell -,· _._ _ 

• cy uses it so often:-The . . _ calls · Reagan : to meals. '. _- , ·.: ':, 
ranch is plainly her con-· Caretaker lee Clearwater pitching hay to silhouetted horses.at dawn ,. : •· •He is an indifferent eat-: .. _.;.: ,t; 
cession · to he~ husband: ·.-_"This is where I restore myself." says Reagan. "Here !forget my other problems." ':; er, seldom asking what is ·_; ):tf 

, She prefers bemg around ·'.1? .1);, ;;:I,,1:1·:·:·.-; , ;-.:; ~· .. \.·:', ·" -_..:i"·r>--• f ·J ;., ,, L •. >' : '. ,._::-i 'i. j.; .,:- .;,: • ,, .·.: ,.· •; -< . : ;_ • · , ... , -:: • ':'.;i; .. to be served, but always' : ;;:,:~r
. people. But time alone with him is worth the remoteness,'and she· : finishing whatever is ori his plate. He likes soups, and the cook- :i -~·)½·;.: 
accepts it. ··':.\ -'·'<;. ':· ''. ,,,., .• _.,_) • ···:\ ':· • ·.tiii1/;.'.!! >:'::i:·i,._,, : '.c.: :i ,: . :'.:·.1 ·. :-' often freezes his favorite, a spiced hamburger soup, and brings it'. • ,: -~:\:.'.{:· 

. ,·.'. Back at· the house Reagan · fa!keq abou(the high country, · to the ranch. He is also fond of desserts, especially apples and ice '/f l:t 
.•:· \. , .Western landscapes filled the rooms; a huge gaucho hat hung on creain. At the enq of the day; he takes only a single drink, either {;r,i°;}'.i 
• • • ·a racki a saddle sat by the wall~ "This place has a spell," he said;' . a glass of wine or a vodka and tonic. He drinks no whisky. He ~n-'. • ~'tA\· 

,.. _,: : :"and people feel it when they come here." ':~'.: ' ,:; , ·.,., ~ :'.•1·:: ::;• .,•.·~·,< joys making popcorn at night and often sits on the patio, looking . • '.;:JiJA,
: ·::. i: ;;;~,:.Reagan first felt that spell in 1974, during his firialmonths as at the stars, which a:re brilliantly sharp.- A color TV is located in .. . f;:'~'i?:, 
/ ·.\,,-' , Governor, when a friend, Bill Wilson, took.him to the mountain · _the living room, and when the Reagans listen to music, he likes .= 1,\::W,~q;: 
· ,;,_-\'., ' top and the two menrode horseback 'over the property., Reagan • pieces from the Big Band era. They usually fall into their king- ,: ,:/:21:\\ 

\ _:i;/ :·wanted -, i~ o. irnmediately;•::even .~though ,: his ·,financial ; advisers size bed sometime_ after 10 o'c_lock a:1d read themselves to sle~P-\ .. :i-fl±i3~ 
.: -:'.,· ; '· warned him off, and he put up $527,000 for the land and the ram-. -· .. ·.~Ashe sat talking about his routine, someone drove up with _: .'.,'" 1 

">:f\ : ·shackle house (it has since tripled in value) . :0 >-/ :.::;·Y·'·:::'t.'f:ii,,.: ; :· ·tli.e news that Duke had been found walking along a paved road "• :-i_ _ 
" •. ,: • . 1: 1,·,:. That.fall he tackled his niounfain. With Barney and another'. • six miles down the mountain. Reagan was elated. Duke, he ·said, --- .1•f'!-.":!!'·'· 

•· ··:::-- :. _·close aide,' Dennis Leblanc; he:began.1driving up from Los -An- will go back in the field near the house. "Just looking out at him -• JiJJ/F,~:i 
.: ?::} •• geles on weekends, carrying sandwiches in a brown bag, work-, in that meadow makes me feel better," he said. ,,_<·\._: i:'~,;:~~f,~¥,E!,'.1; 

'.- ·•.'.t . . ingall day and retuniingthat night.They tore off the shabby side ,;:,\, Trips to the mountain ·make him feel younger; and hi!'is -'a.I~t; 
. ';, :\ :, : 'porch with its metal roofand framed in a large L0shaped veran-' ways .reluctant ,to come down,·. Reagan. wants to keep usi.ng;the1• .. -... . .,:"!\=• 
:~::} '.( • da, th~ room they use the mos_t now. Th~ mountain air was cold ranch as muc~ ·as possible;·Air .Force One can_ land 3:t•.nearby/ ~~3f.¥tt!Jt 
/:'. =t/ : that wmt~r, and the fog sometunes so thick they_ could barely see Vanden_berg Air Force Base and a chopper can take_ him to .the:: ,)ffJlfi 
.. :,~,r~ : out the wmdows.-The ?Id roof was pulle~ away and .replaced by:: mount~m. "I've only go~ so many years left," he S~ld rt:ceritly.v ,·tfJk¥' 
j:•j::r..' ; red-brown fiber glass We: One day the wmd was so strong, Rea-:.. Then;·~n·a,rancher's plain-spoken .way;:he added: '. The more.I.' ::f,;;;;f-~ 

·:f ,-Rf t\: ; _gan _ ~eniembers, that ~~e of -t~e tile.an~ long boards flew ~~~ _of:' u~e this place: the longer l'.ll be arounq: : - '.:;. ,,, ~By Robert Aiemian . t't~~-
. J :,{f{:?~ i~~~t:.:: :(1:~,s)>t?:ff}t/;;;::.\: .,. ,:·· •.•. J -· .c, :, • • • < •:.· 29 



Currents (continued) 

Space Shuttle Gets 
Two Big Boosts 

America's born-again space program 
chalked up a double triwnph in late 
February-one on a launch pad in 
Florida, the other in Ronald Reagan's 
White House. 

A successful firing of its rocket en
gines on February 20 demonstrated 
that the spaceship Colwnbia is capable 
of sending astronauts into orbit. The 
test cleared the way for an April 
launch aimed at getting the 8.8-billion
dollar space-shuttle program off the 
ground-America's first manned ven
ture into space in half a decade. 

Only days before the spectacular test ~ 
at Cape Canaveral, officials of the Na- ~ 
tional Aeronautics and Space Adminis- i 
tration had fretted over a different Shuttle-engine test spews cloud of steam. 
problem: A recommendation by bud-
get aides that the President cut one gation-and-spy satellites. They also 
and possibly two of five reusable space- might counter killer satellites the Pen
ships planned for the shuttle program. tagon believes Moscow is developing. 

Reagan in the end rejected the pro- • The 20-second test at Cape Canaver
posal. He turned down such plans as a al • burned $72,937 worth of fuel
radar probe of Venus and a solar- 15,000 gallons of liquid hydrogen and 
powered rocket system, but agreed to 5,600 gallons of liquid oxygen. The trial 
keep the 10-year-old shuttle program. was . crucial in that it marked the first 

Defense argwnents were believed to time that the Columbia's three engines 
have influenced Reagan's decision. had been fired together as a unit. The 
The shuttles-designed to transport as- same engines are to be used in April to 
tronauts and cargoes to and from propel the winged craft and its two 
space-will fulfill many missions, in- -·astronauts-John Young and Robert 
eluding the launching of military navi- ~ Crippen-into space. D 

Home on the Range Won't Be the Same 
All of his powers as President cannot · electronic-detection devices. Also to be 

help Ronald Reagan from seeing revi- . built are a helicopter pad and housing 
sions in something he hoped would re- for Reagan's physician and military 
main unchanged-his California ranch. aides. Nonmilitary assistants who ac-

Reagan ordered officials to make pompany the President were told to 
only "absolutely necessary" alteration»- stay in hotels in Santa Barbara, about 
at his Rancho del Cielo-Spanish fot: half an hour away. 
"ranch in the sky"-that overlooks tlre Although Reagan conducted official 
Pacific Ocean near Santa Barbara. He· business in his adobe dwelling, aides 
personally reviewed each change pro- stressed that he did not consider it a 
posed by security aides. •. "Western White House"-the name 

Even so, the ranch was not quite the· given to the much larger oceanside res
same when Reagan and his wife Nancy idence at San Clemente, Calif., that 
returned to it on February 19 for the Richard Nixon maintained during his 
first time since he became President. Presidency. 

Sophisticated communications equip- The cost of changes planned on Rea-
ment had been installed to keep Rea- ,·gan's mountaintop ranch are estimated 
gan in direct touch with national-securi- . : at less than 1 million dollars. By con
ty officials. Trailers were parked on the/ • trast, the government spent at least 3.6 
ranch as housing for Secret Service, million dollars on new facilities and se
agents. Security checkpoints were ·:, curity measures at or near Nixon's resi- ' 
manned along the narrow road leading . dences in San Clemente and Key Bis
to the Reagans' two-bedroom home. ! cayne, Fla.-ineluding expenses such 

More changes are in the works, in- as flagpoles, furniture, fertilizer, storm 
eluding fences and the installation of shutters and swimming-pool cleaner. D 
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1trs 

: &,sarlo ·:Drlw, ', .,.eb ,._h~f t.~,-:· the Rea~.-" • . · • ~ o •. :· . ·:·· ~ •routine clays wbenheaild IIN.:Jllil✓ •• 

More with bis 'wlfe ao_etta, -~ . ~~:,•t • Finl da,-on Job. • ----~ ::, • :-~ ,:_ : : ~ •• ~ .- dent Just filed tld_,.i eat~ JII __ 
teach• Cotta,e _Hosp~~:·•:. :r' ': . i '.. :_. . .. ,~ • He recalled bis .fint daf Cll . the .. .. ~, a fence, looked after 1be lw:a b . 
-e may . • a~~~r•!~,~1{.l•.,.-' ~u,1- :, _.job: •. • --: • , • ~; ·_. -<_<. ,·· :~·-/ ' , ,_ -. -: , .-.and_~~yed l;be qui~, ._,.4;11 ~ . 

issue _ ged.fat'ed ·\-~~ Jil·,· many , tra~. . •. . . -· ... 'Jbe clop sho~ up all i .~-_ :/ life. . .. _;-: , . . ·:_ -• • : _ : , _ . . _. · . 
atums .I~ u.- t,..(~ 9ftfn.1 .~ · Maffin, a ~p,o. - ~n tbe ._, -~. • · · -•_. , · -- · • , 
i>ut. _ --· wouldaend~•~~""'tt•~~~re-. :_ back .toU.'.pe' ·a .... ~~-:~~-tbete."81 •.. _, :~ter ~• nauw.,irnv ·.: 

the • • ' . t ftJ 'IOr • ~ • '"••• • • • • • • • • • ., • • • ,, • • • · · ., m ...... ftt mada d Iii Ille la · 
>y _ • :man •~ ,-1.~~~~~.~~A,. ·i·-...iio•-r • ao~~~,~ff:d;:•~~--·~aq~ ::·~~"' -- ~----- : ~- . --.. --.-~:~· 
educa ._ noi.,t, •• lle ~• ~!!.~,•-.:~..:.:. ,-<·· _. -~ ~ _,~•~ ... } J~~~;:clol~ _ ',.V~t~ -~-■-~,lfO"ill -lP . _ . . . 
-s and _ 1reet·U. ._.....,._,~ 1m. _.. .·: . ··Jumpect ■ · a!M1 :laf :'Jlf!•~ } • ~ '!le' :~~- ~ -Paula.-_ Be :Wmlled re.,_. • ,r.;: 
?-third and .•I~ _,. .. :-~•.:~~q,pt~~ •~-- iovemor'a , jadel -lie -- wasn't. ; ·too• :~Southern ~c IDPia, Co. • ...-. 

3S 
.P) - . 
in his 
class-

• depoalted .tbe cblef,-cutlft_ltbli : • a,;~ .;.~, 1• · but' •• a..,;,:. :·-' • 1· . • " ~...a T atecfa ..... ..,_ b maay,.... .. ,· 
• · ~ · , __ .., 1.;. • ...: ... ppytl&NU ... . ~ . .-.n_ce .... . .. ·. _ ~~J. . ._ 

bellpad a_ ~e ~~ J~: ~~~-~ ·-::~·,aid, 'Rey, ---! . ~ ---"'m· out 1_9' ·_:-, :~~_Paula. ~ -bbled la.-.., .... . ;·: 
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Reapn ·'.dop ·'IICIDI ·llid ~ .•hq .···.- ·· · • . . ·,,_ -; - . .. . : t ~- · : -· • -• •;· . .. . .. : .. • - •• · · ._ 
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Foreman captivates 
audience with tales . 

• • • • . •.• Clearwater recalled bll .first day OIi 

the Job, . back when Reapn bad JUlt 
completed two terms • pYerDOi. • 

LOMPOC - He was there when a . ~•ne dogs -,wed up aH llruated,'' 
skunk-scented pooch settled on Ronald . be said ... Muffin,• cocbpoo, •• • . 

By Rita Henalal 
Lompoc Bureau .• 

. .. ... Reaaan's Jacket, when t.he fut~re ·,res- . the wa)' bac• ~ Jbe pea · wllea, •9!1, · 
.r/.> :; . ; ldent sank up to bl• neck In a canoe there . was the aovemor's red station .· 
;.</:,. ::;: . . given to him by his wife•• an annlver- wagon and the·door.wuc,pea. Tlleclol 

,•j!f;. -~ •·.·. sary gift and when Queen Ellzabelb Jumped hf and lay down'on Ille 1over• • 
.. • vanished In swlrllna fog. •• nor••· Jacket. He wa111't too happy 

LEE · CLEARWATER . • Holding bis audience spellbound with about It, · -but be wu nice and l8Jcl, 
Reagan's forem~n details of Ille · at · Rancho· del Cielo, • 'Hey~ Leef Get·hlm out of tbere.'So, J • 

• . . · . President Reagan's ranch In the Santa did. But, the Jacket kinda bad a 1troaa 
Ynez Mountains, foreman ·1.ee Clear- smell." . • 

-IE NEws~·PRESS water ·overflowed ·with · meanderln& More. recendy. entertalnln& Queen 
' memories that all began w_ben he of- . Ellzabe~ II on March 1 required ex-1---------------- feral his services by letter In 1974. ..tensive pre,aratlons, but th~ . weatber 

Ann Landen . . . . . . . . . • B-2 ''The president is a kind, Intelligent, • continually J.nterfered, he recalled; '. • • . D-4-11 
. 8 ... 7 
• E-5-7 
. F•l•t 
.. F-11 
.. f.lJ 
.. B-1 
.. D-3 
.. F-12 

Roberta Matbew1 .. ~ ...•. N • loving and . ordinary man," he told •.•1 knew President and ·Mi-1. Reaaan 
Movies •.• ..•••.• "• •• • D-1-7 members of the Lompoc Republican were ·comlng. Mr1. Reagan· called me •. 
Newa, Notlcn lri Brief . 7 . . . D•H Women, Federated after their lunch•· evel')· couple of weeks and asked, 
Olden Daya . . . . . .. . . . . . D-7 eon Thursday. 0 J'm usually (at die ~How's th~ weadler?' ._fJve plne-"trees 
People . . • • • . • • . . • . • • . • B-1-1 ranch). I'm the_ only clvlllan on ~e were blown down In Jan.uary and IO I 
Shelnwold on Bridie. •. . . • . . F•II mountain. The r~t are bureaucrAts. • told Mrs. Reagan •we Just have to pray 
Sporti. . . . . • • • . • • • • E•l-f rm· not a bureaucrat -:- I work for the a lot.• " . . 
Televtslon. • . . . . . . • . . . 11+1 Reagans . . . I'm the only • full-time Several days be/ore the-. president 

• • .... ... ,..,""' ,..~..,,lnurU''li ,,..,,, .,,,,",..""'~ have'' c.,..,. lt•wll • -4 rftl t 
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t i n.'Rtiiin~ alio .a sr aom, ofuai C11NlfitT11ay:"lair,iflt~f,fi~-'nlollti:0-
deparU• .EPA officials 0 1e1 'JS bow latn1 Into the Santa Ynez Valley wUh 
for quite iome time dial alley iwanted lbelr friend Buddy Bennett, 18, when 
out. 1'ey --• to leave... • ,_.y Inadvertently wandered onto the 
. TIie Willie · llaae anDIJilaced tllat ranch, United Press International re• 

Hemuda , • . Todlulter turned In ported. • 
their reslpadills ...... aad Ille EPA · Suddenly, a Secret Service agent In a · 

~Millifa111iffl18fff'UII D Ii t,Wr'Wff 
. • . - ' I 

the parents worried about their safety the fC)lffll men 1 

and whereabout.. They. alio complalu . • onto die. Rag 
Reapn·• property 11 not pOlted, so tbe marked.GIiiy by 

. boys didn't . know they were on bJ• a,eats, wbo p, 
property unUI they saw the ranch day evea •bel 
house. • • . - fmp;ently stop 

1~ • said Ille olller tlaree 111111 resigned late Jeep appeared and took the three Into 
Tbunday. custody. He detained them for nearly 

"(The Secret Service agents llave) property, obCalr 
never even come around and bltn,. lease them. 

Ranch foreman's. memories overflow 
. . 

Ceallt•ed hm Pqe A•I . I • . president borrowed a couple or chairs about three days later, Duke was gone Lucky after Mrs. 
from us,'" Clearwater said, noting he • and no one could find him .. despite an • sank. There lie, 
lives in a . rtew house nearby on the . Intensive search. he said. water. But, lhe, 
ran,'.h Then came a phone call from a bigger one, and I 

I ·. 

arri,•ed. Clearwater received final con• 
· firmation of plao5 "jlen Secret Service 
mt'mbf-r5 told him ··Tbe pre1dden1', 
coming. rom~ hell or hlih water." 

Cleal'YJater branched off In his ·story 
to reminisce abour the time Reagan 

- wa~ determined to gtat to the ranrh 
• Jf'Spilc a se\·er~ storm ... He had . a 
brand-new 1977 Mercury and decided to 
come up during a belly-washer. He got 
do•·n 10 the last crossing (where a 
creek llow!ii over the roadway) and_sat 
there for rwo bot,ars. He couldn't go 
either way. An Edison Co. truck come 
by and pulled the Mercury through. 
The water went over the top and 

. through the car and got it all muddy. 
That sho•·s you the kind of guy hels;" 

Back to the queen's visit: 
.. The w~ather was so bad (lhe day 

!-he arrh·ed ). you couldn't see JOO feet. 
I kn£-w they were there because the 

"I went down to talk to them. Mrs. neighboring rancher, seven miles down he said. 
Reagan felt so bad. The wind had the road, asking, tfl>o you . have a • Secret Service 
blown down all the primroses (30 pots • longhorn?" It seems Duke had decided fellows, .. Clmrw 

. of them grown by friends ·an Santa .,to head back towards Texi,1 . ·;. Tbat . surprised_to knov 
Barbara Just for the occasion) ... We longhorn • C"1 Jump any fence any lime Lompoc. I'm no 
were within 100 yards of them (the be wants to," Clearwater said. Duke many, but quire 1 

queen, Prince Philip, Mrs. Reagan and was safely .transported back 10 the He noted, durir 
the president), but I couldn·t have seen • ranr.h and subsequendy remanded to .. ,here are aJ.-ay 

• them If I were a hundred feet from lhe cattle area. _ . vicemen, a milila 
them ... I saw the queen on television. Shifting subjects, Clearwater • re- · an occasional st, 
That·s how I saw the queen." counted several Instances • Indicating ranch .. 

Then there "'as the time lhe Internal . the • close relationship · between the Clearwater is s 
Revenue Service said Reagan did . not president and his wife, Nancy. During and was educar, 
have enough cattle on the 688-acre . a slide presentation prepared by photo• schools~ He ·spen 
ranch to qualify for a tax category. "so grapher Cara Moore, he remembered employee of Soul 
the governor ~aid J · won't raise . any the canoe Mrs. Reagan gave- her hus- • Co. and operated 
more except for us,'' Clearwater said. band as an . anniversary gift several Paula for many y, 

The herd dwindled to four, including years ago. moved to Santa 
Duke - a Texas longhorn. Reagan Reagan promptly launched the.canoe wife . . Clo. is a nur 
.. wanted Duke In with the horses and into the neal1>y . pond named lake tel. 

Son held in slaying ~ ~ ef Ugl!f Ducltling ( i.J -fhe 
. . .. " ' " · ' ~' .. , . ,. ,. .., . , ... ,.. · •·"""' ' ~ • ->-~. : , ~ " 
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an s propert)" Is • palled. • die marted only by a fence. Sec'ret Service • I 
I 

M 
• didn•t now tlaey . ..-e • Ills aaeats. who guard the ranch 24 hours a . . . 
·ny · until a-, •• die raDdl day even when Reagan isn't there, 1 · . . · · 1 · . - f 

frequently stop those who go onto the . f 
!il'cffl ~ ..-n lllff) properly, obtain tdenllftcallon and n,. . srae re use. 

""' l'Ollle al'GUlld ad latro- lee~ them. • 

ries · overflow 
three days later, Due wn 1one 
. one could nnc1 him .. despite an 
Ive search. he said. 

. came a · phone call from a 
ring ranch«, le\'etrlflllN down 

ad, a~ln,. "Do )"OU hav~ a 
rn?" It seems Duke had decld~ 
d back toward! Texas ... Tbat 

m can Jump any fence anylime 
nts 10." Clearwater said. · Duke 
rely transported back to the 

and subsequently remanded . to 
nle area. • 
1ing subjects, . Clearwa1er re.. 

several Instances indicating 
lose relationship . bf'1ween the 

t and his .wife, Nancy. During 
prt'Senlalion prepared by photo• 

~r Cara Moore. he remembered 
'n(t(> Mrs. Reagan gave her bus
s an anniversary • gift several 

ago. 
an promptly launched the canoe 

he nParby pond . named Lake 

Luck)· af 1er Mrs. Reagan's mot~er ... It 
sank. There he was, up to his neck in 
water. But, they got another one, a 
bigger one, and Its name Is 'Truluv,' •• • . 
he said. • • 

Secret Servicemen orP "awrul nice 
fellows," Clearwater said. "You'd be 
surprised _ to know how many are from 
Lompoc. I'm • not going to tell how 
many, but quite a few live here." 
• He noted, during presidential visits, 

.. there are always special Secret Ser
vicemen. a military aide, a doctor and 
an occasional staff member" at the 
ranch. · 

. Clearwater is a native of Pasadena · 
and was educated In Sonia Paula 
schools. H«:' spent four yP.ars as an 

· employee of Southern-Pacific Milling 
Co. and operated a nursery .In Santa 
Paula for many years. Evenlually, he 
moved to Santa Barbara, where his 
wife, Clo, is a nurse for a local hospi-
tal. • 

· ·. 1'he 
- J.IOCOLAT · 

United Prell ............ 
Israel's chief negotiator to . U;.S • .,Jed troop with

drawal talks with Lebanon said today Israel refused 
to negotia1e under a • Lebanese ultimatum to 11ln .. 
crease · the temperature" of the talk• unless the 
Jewish state ·moved toward an accord. • 

David Klmche, • Israel's clllef negotiator In ihe 
. U.S.•led talks with Lebanon, made lbe •tatement In 
•. the central lflraell seaside town of Netanya at the 
start of the 24th session · of negotJatlons, state•run 
Israel Radio said. • • 

Ktmche·made·the remark In response to reports 
from Beirut quoting Lebanese Foretan Minister Elie 
Salem saying Lebanon would try to pressure Israel If 
the Jewish state failed to move toward an accord on 
troop withdrawals by April 2. 

0 lf there was no agreement. we should create a 
new method, Intensify our 'efforts, Increase the . 
temperature of negotiations,·· Salem· was quoted 
Thursday by Lebanon's state-run television ... We 
will .work on Intensifying our efforts within the 
American Initiative." · . 

Chief Lebanese negotiator Antoine Fattal, howev
er. told KimchP. that Salem was misquoted and. tbat 
1here was no Lebane!,e ultimatum. Israel Radio said. 

Fattal's assurances ended the diplomatic sparring 
in the · opening full session of the ·meeting and 
r,iegotiators met afterward in.the military and mutu
al relations subcommittees. 

WORST ON RECORD 
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Itching for Some Action 
Up at the ranch, a restless Reagan is reading, not riding 

Day after day, network crews restlessly 
· peer down from their perch in the 
Santa Ynez Mountains, looking for photo 
opportunities at the adobe ranch build
ings three miles distant that serve as Ron
ald Reagan 's Western White House. But 
thick swirls of morning fog and shimmer
ing waves of afternoon heat obscure their 
camera view. and the subject stays half 
hidden in the shade. 

Reagan. who on earlier sum
mer retreats to his beloved Rancho 
del Cielo chopped wood and bagged 
rattlesnakes with photogenic ro
bustness. has had his exercise re
stricted to leisurely strolls with his 
wife. On doctors· orders. the cow
boy President has forsaken his 
horse for a Jeep. He must, in his 
doctors' phrase. permit his body's 
"cement"' to harden properly after 
major surgery last July for a cancer
ous polyp in his bowel. The former 
lifeguard. once cheerily vain about 
his lifelong •·coat of tan."' has given 
up his morning sunbaths and wears 
a broad-brimmed straw hat to pro
tect his face. These are also doctors· 
orders. aimed at preventing a recur
rence of the skin cancer that was 
scraped from his nose last month. 

Reagan dutifully follows his 
prescribed regimen. say his aides. 
but he is beginning to bridle. Sighs 
one aide: "If the President had his 
v.·ay, he .would have ridden a horse 
from Point Mugu [the Naval air sta
tion some 60 miles away, where Air 
Force One lands) to the ranch." 
Reagan at least had plenty of time 
to read the stacks of briefing papers 
National Security Adviser Robert 
McFarlane keeps feeding him in 
preparation for the November sum
mit in Geneva. The papers range 
from an analysis of the Russian psy
che to a synopsis of superpower re
lations over the past 15 years. Rea

ton this weekend, they will have spent 200 
days-more than half a year-at the 
ranch since Reagan took office in 1981 . 

For Reagan's aides. camped out in 
Santa Barbara, some 30 miles down the 
mountain from the ranch , it was time to 
take marching orders from Chief of 
Staff Donald Regan. who has emerged· 
as the undisputed b0ss in a once loose 

gan also found time to indulge his In cowboy duds, but out of the saddle and In the shade 
taste for Louis L "Amour westerns. 

The First Lady has always 
Time to let his body s "cement " harden properly. 

been a good sport about the rustic plea
sures of Rancho de] Cielo. but she has 
been unable to conceal her preference for 
palling about with old chums like Social
ite Betsy Bloomingdale in more citified 
surroundings. Last week Nancy got a 
chance to sample the glitzy social whirl of 
Beverly Hills when the Reagans came 
down off the mountain for a three-day so
journ in lotus land. They hobnobbed at 
dinner parties with old Hollywood cronies 
like Jimmy Stewart and ate chicken with 
three of their children (Maureen was in 
Sacramento) in a $3.000-a-night presi
dential suite at the Century Plaza Hotel. 
The First Couple then returned to the 
688-acre ranch for another lazy week. By 
the time the Reagans climb aboard Air 
Force One for the flight back to Washing-

TIME.SEPTEMBER 2.1985 

hierarchy of advisers . White House 
staffers have been noticeably Jess leaky 
this summer as they dine on the 
expense accounts of the news-hungry 
White House press corps. Only McFar
Jane has managed to retain some auton
omy, by virtue of his foreign policy ex
pertise and willingness to speak out. 

At a publicly staged strategy session, 
Regan's staff tried to break the August 
ennui and make a few headlines with 
some brave talk of a fall offensive. Come 
-September, they declared, the President 
will barnstorm across the country rousing 
grass-roots support for his tax-reform 
package; back at the White House, h'e will 
fairly itch to veto budget-busting appro
priations bills. 

Congress. which skulked out of town 

at the end of July in a sullen mood after 
taking a feeble poke at deficit reduction. 
may have other plans. Pressure is building 
on Capitol Hill to take a tougher stance 
against South Africa's policy of apartheid , 
as well as to fight off foreign trade compe
tition with protectionist legislation. Al
ready, some 200 bills calling for higher 
tariffs or import quotas are sitting in the 
congressional hopper. In mid-September 
comes the annual sideshow of raising the 
federal debt ceiling. now set by law at 
$1.82 trillion. Congressional conserva
tives are sure to make a noisy scene before 

approving 'the increase. 
When the Congressmen 

get . finished wringing their hands 
over the burgeoning federal debt. 
they will return to spending more 
money, voting on 13 appropria
tions bills. A prime candidate for 
a presidential veto is the farm 
bill, which will swell as this 
summer 's bumper crops force 
ever larger price supports. 

R eagan has actua ll y wielded 
his veto pen less freel y than 

his predecessors (only four times 
in his first term. in contrast to 
Jerry Ford 's 66 vetoes in just 30 
months). But the changing of the 
White House guard augurs a 
more bard-line stance toward the 
Hill . Former Budget Director 
David Stockman .. was always the 
type who wanted to deal. and 
[former Chief of Staff James] 
Baker Jet him." scoffs a senior 
White House official. The new 
regime under Regan will not be 
so accommodating. "Every poll 
will tell you that the American 
people want federal spending 
curbed ," sa ys Regan . " That 's 
what we'll be trying to do work
ing with Congress this fall. "' 

Confrontation is a risky strate
gy. If Reagan is too veto-happy, he 
stands to lose the congressional 
support he needs for tax reform. 
Indeed. given all the distractions 
already preoccupying Congress
men, it is hard to see how they will 
have time to take on highly contro
versial tax reform. 

Nonetheless , Reagan appears un
daunted. At a $1.000-a-plate G .O.P. fund 
raiser in Los Angeles last week. the Presi
dent reassured the faithful that the Reagan 
Revolution was still on track. Speaking 
from a podium adorned with old show-biz 
buddies like Roy Rogers. Fred Mac Murray 
and Charlton Heston, Reagan gibed at 
those "who think our second term is going 
to be nothing more than a holding action. 
Well," he grinned. "to borrow a phrase 
from the '84 campaign. "You ain·t seen 
nothin' yet!' " Though still a few pounds 
thinner than in his presurgery days. the 
President seemed in good voice and high 
spirits, eager to seize the reins of Govern
ment once again. Or at the very least. the 
reins of his horse. -By Evan Thomas. 
Reported by Barrett Seaman/Santa Barbara 

15 

~ 



"' _ , ______________________ _, _______________________________ _ 

-------
_/. 

,· 

- .• , .-- ·-, .. :"~ ---··-v•• ..... , --• ......... ,._ -· -- .. ~-...-~-:-··;+-Qi-- -·4rewT ... __ ,,,, __ "_"' ••.• -..... -e:..w= • • ·•· - ·v oc -- .... 

-• . . rr-1 .cr-:~--21 1 - > • 

'First · Foreman' runs . ranc, 
after own write-in campai 
By Jerry Rankin 
News-Press Staff Writer 

f-:c-11:1c•n~ ~- i5 the v>atch \•;ord ?.t 

• !'n-,idHit Heaga n·s ranch - par t ic~ 
.t1!~:d:, 1i ~-.:,u·re new foreman C'ourt
: '. l \ •. ·\ Tn::: le r :H,d ~-ou urn ru ~tl e up 

,·:~ :- .::: ·- ::-,_; , ,, :1 four new Rough-
:~i..C r. f:~:·! :, ~(• urns do\\'n at the 
'"l, ' ;,,).~) •~r l. .·p·,j TGL\' 1~, • t-- ' •~ l. ,. ,, _._, \Jr.. • 

'Tri ... l ,-~r· ~ hn.t'\ .,., n - ♦\...,-.. ; ..... L.. -• n ~.: , . a. - ,,• ~· ~J t.... -....u vu 1.11c Jl'U dl l\C::Ul· 

d ·,:, dt" i Ci ~lo 0n iy since Apri l. hut 
:t :·. p:-f-; 1,_k nt counts on him to buy 
t\1,_ r·, ._,,: ·, __ ,~ iues . which recently in· 
,: il!ded :- ,me of those pla~tic gar
h, ,,.: l· C-,~1.f 

i n ,·,: ir.t(•;\·1ew with the \'ev.-s-

Press at the president's ranch . 
Trisler said that just like his boss -
kno-..rn far and wide as a tight man 
wit_h ct fC'deral dollar - he looks for 
bargains : 

• ·You see buys. like the Rough
neck . tra sh can __ . on sa le at 
T( ;&: Y . The~··re n ·gula rly ~ 15.99. , on 
~ale f NI S9.99. and you ('an get a S:2 
rebate . . so that brings it down to 
Si .99 . 

" I hought four of t1em - thev 
hold up and the price i~ right ... 

He also kr,~w where to shop . 
noting that if he 'd drin'n down tu 
anoiher )()c-ation the cost would 
ha\'e been $26 each. 

Plane tows greetings 
over • ranch to Reagans 

I: h(' glanced up from his 
TL ;i n~.'-g irmg turkey . Presiden t 
l< <·dgdn m;J:; han: seen a big barner 

·, ,f tH,lirby rreetings towed by a 
l1ttlt- :1i rpbn,· dodg ing through the · 
, l i,ud, nci r hi~ Hrfugi(I Conyun 
; : :1r-l1 

Bad wea thcr dogged pilot Pete 
Cuttl e in his lkllanca Scout a~ he· 
chugged over the ranch twice at 
about 5.000 feet ahout 1 :30 p.m . He 
had planned to spend about JO min
utes circling the ranch. but the 
douds rolling in alter a brief bout of 

J.. _ _.:._ .. 

If it sounds like t! , 
science behind his oper : 
ure~: He hold~ a bacht : 
f ro rr-: Cal Poly-Pomona i 

animal sL·ienC£• . 
And while his boss sp~ 

t ime in Holl>·wood dur i !": 
car(cr _ Tri :-!er i::: one of 
ca n claim to hc1H' beer. 
mo\·ie capital - emerf 
worid tiu year s ago Jr1 

nea r Sun~rt Boule\·ard 
Tris!rr actuJ!ly me : 

the c-arly 1960,:; - whN, J 
owned a '.\1aliuu ranch 
worked Ji year~ at th ('~ 
spre:HI nea r \\.C's t lake \" 1: 

hy the fam ily of thr m a:·. 
ed Harvey :\ludd Collegl 
a famil iar f ramc· of refr 
th C' presiden tiJl ran ch 
up. 

Ho\r do you -bcc:omc 1 

m an for the prc-sidf•nt -
the f!a ti on ·s " F irst Forf 

"O!le of rn y d:rngh te:
Ser Pag{ 
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• Collllauecl from Paae A-1 • that framtfs Reagan's personahty , 
ka, told me about lt, that Lee Clear- and he fe~ls that's one reason the 
water had palled away." ( Clear• two booked up : 
water, the only other foreman !lace "It's just being younelf ; every-
Reagan bought the ranch in 1974, body's equal no matter who you are. 
died last March.) '6So J wrote a You' re just as equal as I am, or the 
letter: president or anybody else. 

'Dear Mr. l're11ident: .. 1 was more excited about the job 
'J';:a iorry to hear your ranch and (look ) on Ronald Reagan not as 

fo,:cman passed away. !. u1ould like president or anything. I respect him 
to be your ranch foreman. for his job and what he does, (but ) 

'Sinccrel.v, Courtney Truder.' . he's Ronald Reagan the person." 
.. I (also) put on the back that I Trisler calls his bou "an expert 

went to school at Cal Poly-Pomona horseman. There's no question 
and Pierce College. I Just put down about . it - the way be handles a 
one reference ·; . . becauN I knew borN, the way be ll'OOffll a borse, 
that nobody could question my work • Uie way be walu around a .bone 
at the Saddle Rock Ranch, an<ttbe · ... be does know anlmall. •. • 
president knew .the place. · • "Even on bay c~ and thinp 
•come on out' • '.. llke Ulll, he'• .'ri1ht up QD tbtn11/' 

• ': "I did mention that I had been a A real worker • 
{ real estate broker, a ·. general con~ Trisler said that White House 

tractor and landscape · contractor press statements that the praldent 
-4--·--.. . . . .. and that was it. is doing chores around the ranch 

r 
·~i 
~ ~ 

i 

i 
t · 

.. A week later, I got a telephone reflect simple reality - ~po • 
-call back from some aides and they may trim a tree in his front ·yll"d, 
said, 'Come on out to the ranch,· chop firewood, or paint a 1D4?tal 
and I • came out here and they • rooster he desiped. • 
lhowed me the ranch and asked me . And the foreman shares Reapn'a 
what my situation was. feelings wben he explains the lure of 
• .. 'lben I was interviewed by the the presidential retreat 2,200 feet up 
president. He · called Nancy. and I a narrow, danprous road at the top 
sat next to him and she sat across of Refu1lo Canyon 30 miles weat of 
from me. The conversation was Santa Barbara. He even uses aome 
(like), •1t'1 been a long time since . of the same words as the boll ln 
I've~ you, Courtney.' I b.rought 
up the · Qumalb Indian cave (at • 
Saddle Hoek) that I wa1 interested 
in. 

' . . 

'Even on hay crops •. 
~-- -· "Ve --7~ to Nancy and . ■aid, 
; •Remember · when we saw the 

and thir,ss like this, 
he's righ(:up··bn 

··things.' • cave?' and she said, 'Yes! 
~ 

( aka The Lone fu. 
It was a place • 

school student 
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bouae trailer for • 
the prakleottal < 
rear •lldin& door 

What's be do? 
.. Just ranc,. ch 

a hone· to gr0< 
rleaniq up mat 
fence to c•eantof 
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Reagan once . 
to help qualify 
orooertv tax br 



- ;;;·-· · 

J 
-~ ,, . • . 

,. 
} 
t ·-· ' ' ; 

. . . 

" ) 

\ 

t ., 
j 

-----: . .. 

..,...., ... "" 
"OO:T, ·n » oeen a long lime since . of the same words as the boss in Bull named 't 

I've ~ ·you, Courtney.' I brought • For example, 
1 

up the Chumash Indian cave (at . - the chilly ra~ch 
Saddle Rock) that I was interested 'Even on hay crops .piled three dog~ 
in. nd. th. • l •k h . · photographer i 

"'b ~-r~ to .NancY and said, . a ~8 i _e t is, open and ancier. 
•Rem~mber . . when we saw the • he's right' up·tJn treasures fthe s 
cave? and she said, 'Yes.' • th •nD . 1 , . • •. work but everyt 
Direct-mall method . i, ~Si . bounced around 

.. Then he asked me about trac- - -Courtney Trlaler hay to the horst 
to~ a~ hones and I told h_im my • Rancho foreman Reagan on~e l 

maan f aeld was horse production and . • to help qualify 
that Saddle. Rock was very similar trying to describe the inner content• · propeny tax brt 

. to Ulls ranch. ment: the ranch• s ag. 
• .. A few days went by : .. and then . "It's fun, lt'a exciting, it's adven- status,· but that 
· I got noti~ J had the job.'· • • turous every day. Ranch life and including "Dukt 

(Clearwater had used the same nature itself and the altitude gives cho Texas Longt 
direct-mail method in lan~ing the you relaxation, it closes off every- jumped a four-f• 
same job when then-Gov. · Reagan thing from the world. Pitch-forking : 
left of flee and bought the 688-acre "You get up here and you just cut ture on a windy 
ranch in late 1974.) . everything off. You still work, but teed • to attrac 

Trisler actually had quit ranching you enjoy the work." crowd, which in, 
in 1976 :and in recent years worked Vl1lon of future horses, led by t 
in building maintenance at Litton Trisler who is divorced and has dential steed, E'. 
lnduslries. He ~oled with . a smile two daughters, grew up 1n Culver . Trisler is all 
that when he quit that Job, "Some- City and remembers the San Fer- s11ter and her 1 
body said, 'Where are you going?' . nando Valley when it stood for an expected for 11: 
and I. said, 'To the • president's idyllic blend of urban and rural and careful, not_ to 
ranch . . They said_ that_ was really . wasn't used by Santa Barbara-style Family s pnvate 
great and everythmg. . politicians as an example of growth presen~ armed n 

"'nle last day, . 1 · was • walking • gone amok. ed eqwpment th 
down the halls saying g()Odbye . . . • It was a place where a 10-year-old M ho~ a day· • 
and they said (again), 'Where are Courtney Trisler could go to a Hal- • no pictures are 
you goin~?' an~ I said, 'To ":ork, for loween party dressed as a Cub Scout president's lllO(L 

· the president. An~ ~ey .s~ad, We and ride ponies, wind up at the race He pa~, .. 51 

thought you were Jokmg ! track as a 16-year-old in charge of and admits, ., I 
Penonal approach. valuable race· horses, and go riding mountaintop. 

Tri1ler reflects the same western • as a young man in the valley with 
ethic of openness and directness that masked man Clayton Moore 

Plane ·· tows greetings 
Ceatlaued from Pa1e A•l anyone on the ground saw him. 

HOWK? preu corps in Santa Barbara . The weather on t~e ground ·was • 
' advised of bis plant1. • • dismal - cold and damp and windy. 
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phers could • get pictures, and the and cozy for Reagan . as he dined 
clouds closed in again, preventing . with his brother. three children and 
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Part of Reagan's 1£gend Goes Up for Sale 
■ Real estate: Ailing 
ex-president no longer 
visits Santa Barbara ranch. 

By PAUL FELDMAN 
and BETTINA BOXALL 
TIMES STAFF WRITERS 

Ronald Reagan's secluded Santa 
Barbara -area ranch, where the 
former prE;sident often retreated 
from the pressures of the White 
House, has been put up for sale, his 
office announced Monday. 

In a brief statement confirming 
sale rumors, the office said that 
Reagan, who has Alzheimer's dis
ease and lives in Bel-Air, no longer 
visits the 680-acre spread that 
doubled as a Western White House 
during his administration. 

"President and Mrs. Reagan 
have announced that the Reagan 
ranch in Santa· Barbara has been 
listed for sale," stated the release. 

Please see REAGAN, A10 

Santa Barbara N ewa-Press 

•The Reagans talk to the media on the Santa Barbara ranch in 1985. 
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JOE KENNEDY / Los Angeles Times 

Ronald Reagan's beloved ranch in 1980 in the Santa Ynez Mountains, about 30 miles north of Santa Barbara. 

REAGAN: Famed Ranch Put Up for Sale 
Continued from Al 
"Sadly, since President Reagan's 
illness, it hasn't been used." 

Known as Rancho del Cielo 
( ranch in the sky) , the ranch 29 
miles north of Santa Barbara was a 
familiar backdrop during Reagan's 
White House years, particularly 
when the attention of the world 
centered on the vacationing, jearis
clad president. 

Reagan, who owned several 
• ranches before purchasing the 
property in the 1970s, savored his 
time at the remote, hilllop retreat 
in the Santa Ynez Mountains, in 
dulging a long-standing passion for 
horses and riding. 

"When I think of Ronald Rea
gan, I think of him on the ranch," 
his ·son, Michael Reagan, said. "I 
think of him on a horse." 

Michael Reagan, a radio talk 
show host, said he and his siblings 
were not consulted about the deci
sion to sell the property. 

"It's their ranch and even 
though we go visit-I go up a 

couple times a year- it's still their 
decision to make," he said. ''I'd just 
hope whoever does purchase it will 
keep his name very visible with it." 

Sotheby's International Realty, 
which is handling the listing and 
will market the property world
wide, declined to disclose the sales 
price or otherwise comment on the 
property. Michael Reagan said he 
had heard the asking price was in 
the $5.95-million range. 

While expressing some · disap
pointment .at the sale,_ he said he 

could understand why Nancy Rea
gan would part with the property. 
"You've got a 700-acre ranch. 
You're paying for the upkeep and 
you're not able to use it. You do 
something about it. 

"It's also quite costly to care for 
someone with a disease," he said. 
"You have to understand, Ronald 
Reagan hasn't been able to make a 
living for the last couple of years. 
They had an income when he could 
make speeches. 

"Now, they don't have any in
come except investments made in 
the blind trust when he was the 
president," Michael Reagan said. 
"For so long, people said Ronald 
Reagan was so rich, but people 
forget when he was governor, he 
made $48,000 a year. They've 
never been as rich as people 
thought they'd be." 

Bought by the Reagans for a 
reported $527,000, the ranch 

includes a five-room house and a 
three-room guest house. 

During his administration, Rea -
gan countered his status as the 
nation's oldest president with im
ages of physical vigor at the ranch. 
He was routinely photographed 
atop a horse or splitting wood. In 
retirement, he and Nancy Reagan 
continued to spend time at the 
ranch, which Reagan once lovingly 
described as close to heaven. 

In 1992, when he hosted Mikhail 
S. Gorbachev, Reagan took the 
former Soviet leader for a tour of 
the ranch in a Jeep sporting the 
license plate GIPPER. 

Despite such stately visits, Ran 
cho de! Cicio remained a rustic spot 
with a pond, meadow and oak 
trees. 

Kerry Mormann, who owns a 
Santa Barbara agency that special
izes in ranch and large-acreage 
properties, said that aside from its 
association with the Reagans, the 
place is "really a pretty basic 
property." 

It is not a working ranch and has 
not been lavishly developed. Al
though the land does have ocean 
views, the house does not, he said. 
"We're really talking secluded re
treat." 

Citing one of his listings-1,200 
mountain acres overlooking Santa 
Barbara for $2.95 million-Mor
mann said a $5-million to $6-mil 
lion sales tag for the Reagan ranch 
sounded high. The big question, he 
said, was "how much" the Reagan 
name was worth. 

Renee Grubb, manager for Vil
lage Properties in Montecit.o, 

said the market for big ranch 
properties has been soft for years. 
"I think basically people are trying 
to simplify their lives and not have 
so much to care for." 

Still, she said, "I'm sure because 
it's (Reagan's] , there's going to be 
some interested parties." 

Though Santa Barbara is ho
hum about celebrities, Grubb al
lowed that "it will be a little sad" 
when the Reagans no longer have 
a local address. 

Times staff writers Rich Connell and 
Mack Reed contributed to this story. 
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The Associated Press 

BELOVED RaREAT: Former President Reagan once took former , 
Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev for a bouncing Jeep ride 
around Rancho del Cielo, shown in a 1983 file photo. 

Reagans decide 
it's time to sell 
mountain haven 
By Jeff Wilson 
The Associated Press 

SANTA BARBARA- Former President 
Ronald Reagan and wife Nancy are selling 
their beloved Rancho de! Cielo, the moun
taintop retreat that served as the Western 
White House during the 1980s. 

"Sadly, since President Reagan's illness, 
it hasn't been used," Reagan spokeswoman 
Joanne Drake said Monday. 
; The realty agency handling the sale 
declined to give the asking price for the 
088-acre ranch with a view of the Pacific. 
, "If there's a bona fide buyer who con
tacts us, we will work with them," said 
Zachary Wright of Sotheby's Real Estate, 
Newport Beach. 

Please see REAGANS on A6 

REAGANS: No asking price disclosed 
Continued from Al 

The sale of Rancho de! Cielo 
(Ranch in the Sky) is another sign 
that Reagan's Alzheimer's dis
ease might be taking its toll. 

The onetime California gover
nor and two-term Republican 
president was absent from • his 
85th birthday party in February, 
and Nancy stood in for him at. the 
GOP convention last week in San 
Diego. 

Reagan clearly enjoyed spend
ing time at the ranch, in the Santa 
Ynez Mountains north of Santa 
Barbara. He went there often dur
ing his presidency, shedding his 
suit for a plaid shirt and getting 
photographed chopping wood or 
horse riding. 

After departing Washington he 
would head up about once a 
month from his home in Bel-Air, a 
two-hour drive. 

"We relax at the ranch, which if 
not Heaven itself, probably has 
the same ZIP code," Reagan 
wrote in a 1992 40th wedding 
anniversary tribute to his wife. 

"Nothing draws a couple closer 
together than to find a pretty spot, 
maybe a ukulele and a canoe -
Nancy's idea of the perfect 
romantic setting - and share 
happy thoughts of the past," 

Reagan wrote. 

Reagan built the ranch's lake 
dubbed "Lake Lucky" as well as 
its wooden horse corrals, an 
exploit "The Gipper" once proud
ly announced to former Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev on a 
1992 visit. 

Reagan got behind the wheel of 
his Jeep during the visit and took 
Gorbachev for a bouncing ride 
across meadows and through 
stands of towering oaks. 

"I love the dappled look on the 
ground when the sun comes 
through," Reagan told The 
Associated Press in 1990. 

The Reagans bought the ranch 
22 years ago for $480,000, shortly 
before he completed his second 
term as governor. 

The ranch was where the 
Reagans spent Christmas year 
after year, dining on turkey inside 
the small, 105-year-old adobe 
house or adjacent guest cottage. 

The twisting 12-mile road that 
leads to the ranch gate can wash 
out during rainy winters. That 
happened when Britain's Queen 
Elizabeth arrived for a visit in the 
1980s, leaving her no choice but 
to charge up the muddy road in a 
four-wheel-chive vehicle. 
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Associated Press 
Former President Reagan and his wife, Nancy, are selling Rancho de! Cielo, which often served as the western White House in the '80s. 

Reagans place ranch home 
in Santa Barbara up for sale 

By Jeff Wilson 
Associated Press 

SANTA BARBARA 
Former President Reagan and 
his wife, Nancy, are selling their 
beloved Rancho. de! Cielo, the 
mountaintop retreat that served 
as the western White House 
during the 1980s. 

"Sadly, since President 
Reagan's illness, it hasn't been 
used," Reagan spokeswoman 
Joanne Drake said Monday. 

The realty agency handling the 
sale declined to give the asking 
price for the 688-acre ranch with 
a view of the Pacific. 

"If there's a bona fide buyer 
who contacts us, we will work 
with them," said Zachary Wright 
of Sotheby's Real Estate, New
port Beach. 

The sale of Rancho del Cielo 
(ranch of the sky) is another sign 
that Reagan's Alzheimer's dis
ease may be taking its toll. 

The onetime California gover
nor and two-term Republican 
president was absent from his 
85th birthday party in February, 
and Nancy Reagan stood in for 
him at the GOP convention last 
week in San Diego. 

Reagan clearly enjoyed spend
ing time at the ranch, in the Santa 
Ynez Mountains north of Santa 
Barbara. He went there often 
during his presidency, shedding 
his suit for a plaid shirt and get
ting photographed chopping 
wood or riding a horse. 

After departing Washington, 
he would head up about once a 
month from his home in Bel-Air, 
a two-hour drive. 

" We relax at the ranch, which 
if not heaven itself, probably has 
the same ZIP code," Reagan 
wrote in ·a 1992 40th wedding 
anniversary tribute to his wife. 

"Nothing draws a couple closer 
together than to find a pretty 
spot, maybe a ukulele and a canoe 
- 'Nancy's idea of the perfect 
romantic setting - and share 
happy thoughts of the past," 
Reagan wrote. 

Reagan built the ranch's man
made lake dubbed "Lake Lucky" 
as well as its wooden horse cor
rals, an exploit "The Gipper" 
once proudly announced to 
former Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev on a 1992 visit. 

Reagan got behind the wheel of 
his Jeep during the visit and took 
Gorbachev for a bouncing ride 
across meadows and through 

stands of towering oaks. 
"I love the dappled look on the 

ground when the su n comes 
through ," Reagan told the Asso
ciated Press in 1990. 

The Reagans bought the ranch 
22 years ago for $480 ,000 , 
shortly before he completed his 
second term as governor. 

The ranch was where the 
Reagans spent Christmas year 
after year, dining on turkey 
inside the small, I 05-year-old 
adobe house or adjacent guest 
cottage. 

The twisting 12-mile road that 
leads to the ranch gate can wash 
out during rainy winters. That 
happened when Britain's Queen 
Elizabeth arrived for a visit in the 
1980s, leaving her no choice but 
to charge up the muddy road in a 
four-wheel drive vehicle. 
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Memories for sale 
• REAGAN RANCH: 
•· Property will for ever be a 
reminder of presidential . 

_- vigor. 

It's been nearly eight years since · 
' Ronald Reagan left the • 
. presidency, long· enough for 

memories of his two terms in 
- office to blur. The former president 
, and his wife remained in the public 
• eye for a time after they left 

Washington, traveling and speaking, 
'. but that ended when Mr. Reagan · 
: began showing symptoms of 

Alzheimer's disease. The silence that 
, followed has further dimmed the 

public's recollection of those years. 
Memories were rekindled last 

· week during the Republican National 
Convention, when Nancy Reagan 
moved the audience to tears during a 
tribute to her husband. A less poetic 

• reminder came with this week's 
revelation that Rancho del Cielo, the 

, Reagans' "Ranch of the Sky" in the 
mountains above Santa Barbara, has 
been put up for sale. 

During the Reagan presidency the 
mountaintop ranch served as the 
Western White House, bringing 

- Washington reporters in droves to 
' camp out at the hotels along Santa 

Barbara's beachfront. The First 
' Family's vacation departures and 
, arrivals at the Point Mugu Naval air 

base near Oxnard, sometimes 
accompanied by motorcade journeys 
along Highway 101, also brought 
flurries of national media attention to 
Ventura County. 

Those visits provided some 
memorable scenes:· Soviet leader . 
Mikhail Gorbachev bouncing around • 
the 688-acre spread in a Jeep piloted 
by the president; Britain's Queen 
Elizabeth slogging through mud in a 
four-wheel drive truck after 
torrential rains washed out the ranch 
road. 

Regardless of your opinion of his 
politics, it was always reassuring to 
see President Reagan chopping 
wood, clearing brush and riding 
horseback at the ranch, living out a 
private version of the Western 
·fantasy and displaying a fitness that . 
belied his age. During such times, 
the president seemed to embody the 
very qualities the nation values in 
itself: Youthful vigor, optimism, a 
practical do-it-yourself attitude. 

The Reagans no longer visit the 
ranch, because of the former 
president's illness, and so the 
property is on the market. It is a sad 
reminder that age and infirmity have ,· 
caught up with even the eternally 
youthful Ronald Reagan. We trust 
that any future owner of Rancho del 
Cielo will treat the property with the 
respect it - and its former residents 
-are due. 
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.c The Associated Press 

LOS ANCEES (AP)-G>v. Pete Wilson's plan to use $5 million in federal funds to tum Ronald Reagan's ranch into a state park has been 
shelved under pressure from neighbors who fought it as a misuse of taxpayer dollars . 

Under the plan, the Interior Department would grant California $5 million to buy the property, 30 miles north west of Santa Barbara. But 
neighbors in the conservative area questioned why public money was being used and worried that their county taxes would end up 
footing the bill for upkeep. 

• 'People just got furious," said Rep. Walter Capps, D-Calif, whose local office received dozens of calls . "I couldn't get through a 
morning run. People were stopping their cars and saying, 'Please, help us on this."' 

Rep. Ralph Regula, R-Ohio, who chairs the House Interior Appropriations Subcommittee, decided not to submit the proposal this week 
because of all the local opposition , effectively shelving it for the year. 

" We are still hopeful that the ranch can be completed," Sean Walsh, Wilson's deputy chief of staff, said Friday. He said opposition to 
the project " boggles the mind" and called the $5 million "a very reasonable price for a facility that will be used by Americans and folks 
from around the world." 

" We are more determined than ever to see that California has a world-<:lass venue to study the presidency of Ronald Reagan and his 
legacy of ending the Cold War." 

Reagan and his wife, Nancy, bought the ranch 23 years ago, shortly before he completed his second term as governor, and named it 
Rancho del Cielo. Reagan himself helped remodeled the 106-year--old adobe home, a rmdest 1,300-square-foot abode. 

The ranch has been on the market for more than a year, with an asking price of$5.95 million. There have been no takers. 

The Reagans supported the state park idea for the ranch, which was offered for sale shortly after it was announced that Reagan has 
Alzheirrer's disease. 

Under the plan, visitors would board vans at Refugio State Beach, 23 miles north of Santa Barbara, for the 12-mile drive up a winding 
road to the ranch. Further details on what the park would involve have not been publicly discussed. 

Locals complained that they never were informed of the proposaL and worried that the county would be stuck with the bill for upgrading 
a rugged 6.5-mile access road to the out-of-the-way ranch in the Santa Ynez Mountains, Capps said. 

Wilson wants to lead a private $4 million fund-raising drive to endow operation and maintenance of the park. Critics said that money 
could be used to help purchase the land instead. 

" This is Reagan country," said Tim Mahoney, e~cutive director of the Santa Barbara County Taxpayers Association. "All Santa 
Barbara County was pleased and proud that Ronald Reagan had a ranch here and stayed here." 

Reagan's visits as president meant an entourage of press and political aides that filled hotel room<; and cafes, but turning the ranch into a 
park would take it off the county property tax rolls that fund local schools and roads, Mahoney said. 

Walsh said the Wilson administration believes there is no local groundswell of opposition to the ranch purchase but simply concern 
over specific issues that can be addressed. 

"Our view is that this is rmre of an educational issue for some of the locals and we are endeavoring to educate them," he said. 

AP-NY-10-03-971935FDT 
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Reagan Ranch . 
MayHave 

a Buyer-Us 
• SANTA BARBARA 
;Ronald Reagan's beloved mountaintop 
• ranch has been on the market for a 
• year and finally there's a serious 

buyer-the federal and state 
governments. You and me. 
: Dibs on the 1961 great-running Jeep and the 
mounted head of the pet longhorn. You can have 
~ny coyote or tarantula. There are enough 
stunning vistas-ocean, mountain, Santa Ynez 
¥.alley-for all to share. Plus a real good look 
into the soul of a president. 

The deal being brokered is this, Congress 
appropriates $5 million. The Interior Department 
gives that to the state of California. The state 
buys the 688-acre ranch from the Reagans. Gov. 
Pete Wilson heads a drive to raise roughly $4 
hullion from private sources. The fund provides 
an endowment to finance operation and 
maintenance of the ranch as a state park. 
'No state cost. One-time federal cost. 
The public drives to Refugio State Beach, 23 

miles north of Santa Barbara. It is shu'ttled in 
. v,ms up the steep, twisting, narrow seven-niile 
road to the 2,000-foot high Rancho de! Cielo, 
!'ranch in the sky." 
•• People can visit the 100-year-old "main 

• hpuse" that Reagan remodeled with his own 
hands, a modest, 1,300-square-foot adobe of 
Western decor that this president preferred 
over any mansion. Tour the nearby guest house, 
hay barn, bunk house, tack room. 
: ·Stand on the dock at Lake Lucky, a fish pond 
Reagan built and named after Nancy 1:eagan's 
mother. The president would wade in and grab 
the water snakes Nancy hated and haul them to 
a neighbor's pond. 
• . Hike along the miles of riding trails, through 
manzanita and under oak. Pause at "Mt. Rhino," 
where the ranch's first dog, Rhino, is buried. So 
is the president's favorite horse, Little Man, 
along with Mrs. Reagan's No Strings and a 
dozen other pets. Reagan made all 'the markers. 
: : The president had a routine, When an old 
J:iorse looked sickly, he'd lead it to a back corner 
of the ranch. A vet would provide a lethal 
ktjection so tlie animal could die peacefully, It 
would be left there for awhile, returning to 
nature, being used by the coyotes and vultures. 
'f.hen,the bones would be brought to Mt. Rhino . 
, : Pose for a picture at Heart Rock, a large 
sandstone where family members have carved 
their initials. You'll find inside one heart "RR ~ 
NOR." 
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"This is a great place. You almost expect a 

leprechaun to jump out," Gov. Wilson 
said Saturday as he bounced along in the back of 
the Jeep, past thick woods and brush, dust 
flying. "I can see why he loved this. It's 
beautiful up here." 

Wilson's wife, Gayle, sat in front with the 
driver, longtime Reagan ranch sidekick Dennis 
LeBlanc, a former state cop and now a lobbyist for 
Pacific Telesis. The governor and I rode on facing 
bench seats, dodging limbs, tossing off brush and 
sometimes getting whacked. Neither of us had 
slept the night before because the Legislature 
didn't knock off for the year until 7,15 a.m. 

But the wary Wilson insisted on keeping his 
appointment here because this deal is moving fast. 
He wanted to see the property before the proposal 
became public. Until now, only a very few have 
known about it. Soon, however, the Interior 
Subcommittee of the U.S. House Appropriations 
Committee will approve the $5-million grant. 

The skids seem greased. "I can't en visio11 any 
opposition," said the subcommittee chairman, 
Rep. Ralph Regula (R-Ohio), who also toured 
the ranch Saturday. "I think President Clint0n 
and the Congress will be very supportive." 

Regula, who once was taught by Reagan how 
to bul!d notched wooden fences, has long 
advocated public ownership of the ranch. The 
influential congressman said he has bounced the 
idea off two key Democrats, Interior Secretary 
Bruce Babbitt and Sen. Dianne Feinstein, and 
both are OK with it. Wilson has lobbied the 
Senate appropriations chairman, Sen. Ted 
Stevens (R-Alaska), and gotten his support. 

"It would be a shame if this weren't made 
available to the public," said the governor, 
"because it does say a hell of a lot about Ronald 
Reagan. " 

□ 

Indeed, the ranch not only is historic because 
it's where a president spent all his vacations, 

where he entertained Queen Elizabeth during a 
horrible storm and drove Mikhail Gorbachev 
around in the Jeep. It's a place that helps explain 
why Reagan, who loved physical labor, could 
relate to the working class and create a voter 
bloc called "Reagan Democrats." 

Critics may charge that the government is 
bailing out the Reagans, who have had the 
property listed at $6 million with no takers. To 
that I say, yeah, could be, and so what? This is a 
good deal all around. 

If Reagan no longer can enjoy it, the public 
should. Put up a no-trespassing sign for 
developers. Spare us Presidential Estates ?1,mg 
Heart Rock Lane. 
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Reagan's private retreat may go public 
RANCHO DEL CIELO: 
Governor's office tells of 
federal-state deal to buy 
haven for state park. 

By Jeff Wilson 
The Associated Press 

SANTA BARBARA - Thirteen 
months after former President Ronald 
Reagan's beloved Rancho del Cielo 
went on the market, there appears to 
be a serious buyer: taxpayers. 

A deal in the works has Congress 
appropriating $5 million, which the In
terior Department will give to the state 
of California for purchase as a state 
park, Gov. Pete Wilson's spokesman 
Sean Walsh said Monday. 
,·;• ·Wilson will lead a private $4 million 
fund-raising drive to provide an endow
ment to finance operation and mainte
nance of the ranch as a state park, said 
Walsh, who toured the ranch Saturday 
with Wilson. 
._-r "It's just spectacular," he said. "It 
really taught you a lot about who 

Ronald Reagan was. He lived a very 
simple lifestyle in that cabin." 

Reagan spokeswoman Joanne Drake 
said she was unaware of the details. 

Under the proposal, visitors will 
board vans at Refugio State Beach, 23 
miles north of Santa Barbara, for the 
twisting, 12-rnile drive_ to the ranch. 

In August 1996, the former presi
dent and his wife Nancy put the former 
Western White House on the market 
for $5.95 million, said Zachary Wright 
of Sotheby's International Realty, New
port Beach. 

"Many people have been shown the 
property. There has been tremendous 
interest around the world," Wright said 
Monday. 

Nine months before deciding to sell, 
Reagan disclosed in a poignant letter 
that he had Alzheimer's disease. Today, 
Reagan makes nearly daily trips to his 
Los Angeles office, but there are no 
public appearances. 

The Reagans bought the ranch 23 
years ago for $480,000, shortly before 

Please see RANCHO on A7 

''I t'sjust 
spectac
ular. It 
really 
taught you 
a lot about 
who 
Ronald 
Reagan 
was~ He 
lived a very 
simple life 
in that 
.~J.. " cuutn. 

~ Sean Walsh, 
spokesman for 

Gov. Pete 
Wilson 
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The Associate_«' Press ! 

PRESIDENTIAL RETREAT: Former President Ronald Reagan's 
Rancho del Cielo, shown in a 1983 file photo, could become a 
state park under a plan announced Monday. 

RANCHO: Governor tours property , 
Continued f rom Al 

he completed his second term as 
governor. The 106-year-old adobe 
home, a modest 1,300-square-foot 
abode, was remodeled by Reagan~ 
There's an even smaller guest 
house nearby, as well as stables, 
and a wooden fence framing the 
buildings. 

Lake Lucky, a fish pond Reagan 
built and named after Nancy Rea
gan's mother, is also there. 

"This is a great place. You al
most expect a leprechaun to jump 
out. I can see why he loved this. 
It's beautiful up here," Wilson told 
the Los Angeles Tµnes on Satur
day as he checked out the property 
from the back of the Jeep. 

"It would be a shame if this 
weren't made available to the pub
lic because it does say a hell of a lot 
about Ronald Reagan," the gover
nor said. 

Wilson wanted to see the prop-

erty before the proposal became 
public. The Interior Subcommittee l 

of the U.S. House Appropriations 
Committee was expected to ap- 1 

prove the $5 million grant soon. 
"I can't envision any opposi

tion," said subcommittee chair- > 
man, Rep. Ralph Regula, R-Ohio, 
who also toured the ranch Satur
day. "I think President Clinton and ; 
the Congress will be very support- 1 

ive." 1 , 

In a 40th wedding anniversary ) 
tribute to Nancy Reagan in 1992, 
Reagan wrote of his monthly post
White House trips to the ranch: 
"We relax at the ranch, which, if 
not Heaven itself, probably has the 1 

same ZIP code." ; 
"Nothing draws a couple closer ,j 

together than to find a. pretty spot, 1 maybe a ukulele and a canoe -
Nancy's idea of the perfect roman- .i 

tic setting - and share happy :) 
thoughts of the past," Reagan 
wrote. 
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Reagan .ranch· as 
donation posSible 
PROPOSAL: Former 
president's f amity might 
want to consider tax 
advantages. 

A
re we being asked to win 
one for The Gipper? That 
seems the gist of a 
proposal to turn Rancho 

del Cielo into a public park 
honoring former governor and 
president Ronald Reagan. 

The ranch was President 
Reagan's favorite retreat during 
his eight years in the White 
House, but · sadly, Alzheimer's 
disease is inhibiting his ability to 
enjoy it during his retirement. So 
the ranch, located about a half-hour 
north of Santa Barbara, has been 
on the real estate market for more 
than a year, with an asking price of 
$5.95 million. Despite its 
spectacular views of the ocean and 
islands and its charming rustic 
luxury, and despite the upsurge in 
the Southland real estate market, 
it's not the kind of property that 
sells quickly. 

But now there's a potential 
buyer: the U.S. taxpayer. 

The proposal calls for Uncle 
Sam to buy the ranch with a $5 
million appropriation from 
Congress, and for a private 
campaign - led by Gov. Pete 
Wilson - to raise another $4 
million, to convert the ranch into a 
park. 

It would be a fitting memorial to 
Mr. Reagan, whose image remains 
more of the outdoorsman on 
horseback than the indoor 
executive behind a desk. Reagan 
fans and history buffs could take in 
the Reagan Presidential Library in 

Simi Valley, with its simulated Oval 
Office and the other trappings of 
his presidency, and then drive up 
the coast to see why Rancho del 
Cielo - the ranch of the sky -
was his favorite 'place to get away 
from the surroundings of 
officialdom. 

• There is, however, a significant 
difference between the library and 
the ranch, in terms of public 
access. The library, with proximity 
to L.A. and all of Ventura County, 
was planned to have maximum 
remote area, near no population 
centers, and visitors would have to 
be shuttled up a long, winding · 
mountain road from a parking lot at 
Refugio State Beach. 

In the nature of American 
politics, spending $5 million to 
acquire a piece of property that's 
been on the market for more than 
a year will be seen by some 
partisans as the average taxpayer 
bailing out the Reagan family. The 
$4 million to be raised to convert 
the ranch into a park would be 
voluntary gifts, and so exempt 
from the same objection. 

But there may another solution. 
Since Mr. Reagan bought the ranch 
23 years ago, during his second 
term as governor of California, for 
only $480,000, there would be a 
huge tax to pay if it we.re sold for 
$5 million. But the Reagan family 
could donate the property as a 
public park and take a legitimate 
$5 millio11 tax Y>:'rit~off. 

However that -might affect the 
family finances, compared with 
spending $5 million of the 
taxpayers' money, such a gift 
surely would inspire more 
admiration of Mr. Reagan. 
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R.til..Pn's ranch 

WILEY 

Your editorial on the Ronald Rea
gan ranch ("A park for Reagan," Sept. 
22) is ~bout irony . .You can find heaps 
of this stuff gift-wrapped at the Rea
g;an Library. This man campaigned 
for the presidency on the "outrageous" 
national debt and promised, if elected, 
to wipe it out. As president, he tripled 
the debt for the sake of the military 
legacy he worships. Ron never met a 
military salute he didn't covet. The 

. "True Love" name for this taxpayer 
mountain should be "Star Wars." 

CAROLE FREDERICK 
Woodside 

♦ 

In the editorial concerning the con- . 
version of Ronald Reagan's ranch, a 
brief mention is made of the fact that 
Reagan paid $480,000 for the proper
ty in 1974. Even for 1974 prices, this 
is an unbelievably low price for more 
than a square mile of prime coastside 
property that is worth more than 12 
times that figure. 

And what was Reagan doing in 
1974 when he made this killer deal? 

• Why, he was governor of California. 
Has Special Prosecutor Kenneth 
Starr heard about this? 

CHARLES KELLY 
Fair{Jg 
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GOOD MORNING 
Chance of rain. Coast: 
79/59. Inland: 92/55. 
WEATHER B8 

LOCAL 

Carpinteria charts 
its .future course 
C~PINTERIA A year's effort 

. by 100 people created a vision 
for the future that is intended 

. to further build on the 
·•community's strong points. B 1 

• •')Jtr 

. t''.Fomily flare-ups have 
• ;-11,llimpoc police on run 

LOMPOC In the past week, 
police have responded to two 
family arguments involving 
~rmed men. Although an 
officer was shot at in one 
incident, there were no 
injuries in either. B2 

STATE & REGION . 
': Gun-control booster 
• hc;as concealed weapon 
•. SACRAMENTO Assemblyman 
Don Perata, D-Alameda, a 

• gun:-control a<;lvocate, 
acknowledged that he carries 

• a concealeq-weapon. A4 
,. . 

Chelsea Clinton 
-keeping low profile 
>: S'l'ANFORD Stanford University 
students said they're glad 
Chelsea Clinton and her 
Secret Service entourage are 

• • causing so little fuss. AS 

NATION & WORLD 

. Th~ get immunity • 
-in '~und-raising. probe . 

• WASHINGTON A House panel 
• investigating Democratic 
Party campaign fund-raising 

· abuses granted immunity to 
. three key witnesses. A3 

Shalikashvili defends 
- base closings plan 

WASHINGTON Gen. John M. 
Shalikashvili, the outgoing 
Joint-Chiefs chairman, said 

-,congt ss is forcing the 
military to keep open bases 
it doesn't need. A6 

' Woman reaches deal 
to avoid execution 
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES A 
British woman convicted of 

.. murder under Islamic law 
paid $1.2 million to escape 

_ ~he death penalty. AS 

■ END IS NEAR 
DODGERS, GIANTS 
REVERT TO FORM AS 
L.A.'S POST-SEASON 
HOPES DIM AGAIN 
Cl 

SANTA BARBARA :· . ' 

11111 

The voice of Santa Barbara County sin 

Capps Regula 

~gryCapps _ 
wants to: stop 
purchase of . 
Reagan ranch 
By MARK VAN DE KAMP 
NEWS-PRESS STAFF WRITER · 

The first business Rep. Walter 
Capps, D-Santa Barbara, did Mon
day upon returning to Washington, 
D.C., was to track down an Ohio con
gressman and give him an earful. 

Astonishment registered on the face 
of Republican Rep. Ralph Regula as 
Capps told him the proposal to buy 
former President Ronald Reagan's 
ranch with $5 million in federal tax 
money, and turn it into a state park, 
is not sitting well with plenty of Santa 
Barbara County residents- includ
ing Capps . 

"He was clearly shocked and sur
prised," Capps said by telephone 
Wednesday from Washington. "He 
was under the impression that peo
ple in the area want this . . . I don't 
think he did his homework." 

The freshman lawmaker felt com
pelled to inform the 25-year veter
an about what some wags are label
ing the "just say no" backlash, a play 
off former first lady Nancy Reagan's 
famous anti-drug line. Regula's 
ranch funding package is heading to 
a House-Senate conference com
mittee this week. 

"We've had as many calls about this 
as any other topic since I tock office, 
maybe more," said Capps, who met 

SEE PROPOSAL ON A 12 

Dropping in , 

A blaze buroing amid dens14chaparral ari 
GQViota Peak continued to Rustrate crews 
assault led by a Santa Bar~ra-based Aer 

' . 
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Carpinteria charts 
its future course . 
CARPINTERIA A year's effort 
by 100 people created a vision 
for the future that is intended 
to further build on the 
community's strong points. B 1 

Family flare-ups have 
Lompoc police on run 
LOMPOC In the past week, 
police have responded to two 
family arguments involving 
armed men. Although an 
officer was shot at in one 
incident, there were no 
injuries in either. B2 

STATE & REGION 

Gun-control booster 
has concealed weapon 
SACRAMENTO Assemblyman 
Don Perata, D-Alameda, a 
gun-control advocate, 
acknowledged that he carries 
a concealeq weapon. A4 

Chelsea Clinton 
keeping low profile 
STANFORD Stanford University 
students said they're glad 
Chelsea Clinton and her 
Secret Service entourage are 
causing so little fuss. AS 

NATION & WORLD 

Three get,immunity 
in fund-raisina Drobe 

SANTA BARBARA 

The voice of Santa Barbara County since 1855 
.·, • • • .142ND YEAR, NO. 123 

Capps Regula 

Angry Capps . 
wants to_ stop 
purchase of . 
Reagan ranch 
By MARK VAN DE KAMP 
NEWS-PRESS STAFF WRITER · 

The first business Rep. Walter 
Capps, D-Santa Barbara, did Mon
day upon returning to Washington, 
D.C., was to track down an Ohio con
gressman and give him an earful. 

Astonishment registered on the face 
of Republican Rep. Ralph Regula as 
Capps told him the proposal to bu 

Dropping in 3HM0s 
askfor 
standard 
oversight 
They say uniform regulations 
would help restore confidence 
in U.S. health care system. 

By ROBERT PEAR 
THE NEW YORK TIMES 

WASHINGTON - Three big health 
maintenance organizations joined two con
sumer groups Wednesday in calling for 
more regulation of managed health care, 
saying that all health plans should be sub-
• .. .. ,,. • • ft • • ... 
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Protest thwarts taxpayers' 
purchase of Reagan ranch; 
By Robert Jablon 
The Associated Press 

Local protest has temporarily 
scuttled a plan to buy Ronald Rea
gan's ranch for $5 million in feder
al money and turn it into a state 
park, but Gov. Pete Wilson is vow
ing the effort will continue. 

"Our position hasn't changed. 
We are still hopeful that the ranch 
can be completed this year," Sean 
Walsh, Wilson's deputy chief of 
staff, said Friday. "We are more de
termined than ever to see that Cal
ifornia has a world-clas$ venue to 

study the presidency of Ronald 
Reagan and his legacy of ending 
the Cold War." 

The 688-acre Rancho del Cielo 
has been on the market for more 
than a year, with an asking price of 
$5.95 million. There have been no 
takers. 

The Republican governor re,. 
cently revealed a plan under which 
the Interior Department woufd 
grant California $5 million to buy 
the property 30 miles northwest of 

Please s_ee RANCH on A6 
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RANCH: Wilson's plans put on hold 
Continued from Al 

Santa Barbara. 
Under the plan, visitors would 

board vans at Refugio State Beach, 
23 miles north of Santa Barbara, for 
the 12-mile drive up a winding road 
to the ranch. 

The Reagans supported the state 
park idea for the ranch, which was 
offered for sale shortly after it was 
announced that Reagan has 
Alzheimer's disease. 

But publicity about the proposal 
sparked local protest in the conser
vative coastal community, according 
to Rep. Walter Capps, D-Santa Bar
bara. 

His local office received dozens 
of angry telephone calls. 

"People just got furious," Capps 
said. "I couldn't get through a morn
ing run. People were stopping their 
cars and saying, 'Please, help us on 
this.'" 

Locals objected to using taxpay
er money on the ranch, complained 
that they never were informed of 
the proposal, and worried that the 
county would be stuck with the bill 
for upgrading a rugged 6.5-mile ac
cess road to the out-of-the-way 
ranch in the Santa Ynez Mountains, 

1pps said. 

"We don't object to the ranch 
being preserved as a memorial to 
the former president," the Santa 
Barbara News-Press said in an edi
torial last month. "We fail to see 
why the federal government should 
step in and buy a property that ap
parently cannot be sold." 

Wilson wants to lead a private $4 
million fund-raising drive to endow 
operation and maintenance of the 
park. Critics said that money could 
be used to help purchase the land 
instead. 

"This is Reagan country,'' said 
Tun Mahoney, executive director of 
the Santa Barbara County Taxpay
ers Association. "All Santa Barbara 
County was pleased and proud that 
Ronald Reagan had a ranch here and 
stayed here." 

Reagan's visits also meant an en
tourage of press and political aides 
that filled hotel rooms and cafes, he 
said. 

But turning the ranch into a park 
would take it off the county proper
ty tax rolls that fund local schools 
• and roads, Mahoney said. 

Capps sent a letter of opposition 
to Rep. Ralph Regula, R-Ohio, who 
chairs the House Interior Appro

. priations Subcommittee. Regula 
decided not to submit the issue for 

The Associated Press 

NOT STATE PARK YET: Then-President Reagan and wife Nancy 
talk to the news media at their ranch in the Santa-Ynez 
Mountains, Rancho Del Cielo, in this August 1995 photo. 

inclusion in the Interior Depart
ment budget when a House-Senate 
conference committee hammered 
out its version of that budget this 
week. That absence effectively 
killed the proposal for the year, said 
Barbara Wainman, Regula's 
spokeswoman. 

"He never brought this up. He 
made the decision at some point 
that he was not going to bring this 
up" because of local opposition, 

Wainman said from Washington. 
Regula long had supported the 

idea of turning the ranch into a site 
for the public to visit, either as a fed
eral or state park or the property of 
a private foundation, she added. 

"He's got a very personal inter
est in presidential history ... he 
thought years ago, probably in the 
late 1980s, that the Reagan ranch 
would be a great asset to the public 
domain," she said. 
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Reagan wol)I~g't approve 
• , t ". 

RANCH: As president, 
he fought the kind of 
land deal his fans now 
propose. 

There are several reasons 
the government shouldn't 
spend even a penny to buy 

former President Reagan's Santa 
Barbara County ranch and turn it 
into a park, but for starters let's 
examine the one most appealing 
to historians: irony. 

The deal hit the news last 
month, after Gov. Pete Wilson 
approached Rep. Ralph Regula of 
Ohio and proposed that the 
Department of the Interior give 
California $5 million to buy the 
688-acre ranch, which has been 
on the market since August 1996 
for $5.95 million. Wilson pledged 
to spearhead a $4 million drive to 
raise private funds to maintain 
and operate the rustic property as 
a state park. 

Regula was involved because 
he's a member of the House 
Appropriations Committee and 
chairs its subcommittee on 
Interior. That makes him the guy 
to see about tucking an extra $5 

• million in the parkland acquisition 
budget. Wilson took him and a 
small group of likely boosters on a 
Jeep tour of the property in 
September to pitch the idea. 
Regula says he ran the idea past 
Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt, . 
Sen. Dianne Feinstein and Senate 
Appropriations Committee 
Chairman Ted Stevens, R-Alaska, 
and received their support. 

The back-room deal received a · 
cooler reception when it became 
public. The area's congressman, 
Walter Capps, who died of a heart 
attack on Tuesday, learned about 
the development by reading about 
it in the newspaper. Locals, who 
relish their privacy, were equally 
incensed by the prospect of a 
public park in the neighborhood. 

Essay 
Skeptics of big 
government -
the voters who 
sent Reagan 
twice to the 
governor's 
mansion and 
twice to the 
White House 
-winced at 
the proposed 
use of taxpayer 

John money to 

K~~!$iia,,~~J:i:~!: . 
. r·'~w-~•·. ~ ~~ent. 

In the face of growing • 
opposition, Wilson and Regula 
backed off. They have promised to 
continue pushing th.e idea, . • 
however, and it ce.rtairily will 
return. 

To those who remember the 
1980s, it is almost comically ironic 
to think that federal parkland 
money might be spent on the 
Reagan ranch. While he was 
president, Reagan savaged the 
national park acquisition budget, 
virtually zeroing out expenditures 
from the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund because he 
was ideologically opposed to 
expanding the federal park 
system. 

Reagan's interior secretary, 
James Watt, attempted to remove 
parkland acquisition money from 
his agency's budget in 1981 and 
1982. Only intervention by 
Congress - which authorized 
$100 million each of those years 
- kept him from succeeding. 
Reagan proposed some park 
spending in 1984, an election year, 
but his 1986, 1987 and 1988 
budgets called for a moratorium 
on acquisitions. 

Reagan may have been the 
greatest enemy of federal park 
expansion to occupy the White 
House in this century. From a 
historical perspective, it is little 
short of absurd to propose buying 

his ranch with the money he so 
doggedly refused to spend on 
behalf of the American people. 

There are other reasons the 
state and federal governments 
have no business ponying up 
taxpayer money to turn Rancho 
de! Cielo into a park. 

For one thing, the property is 
remote and access is terrible -
England's Queen Elizabeth was 
very nearly washed out of her 
motorcade during a rainstorm in 
the last great El Nifio year, 1983, 
while trying to negotiate the 7-
mile roadi It would cost far more 
than Wilson's promised $4 million 
to accommodate more than a 
trickle of visitors. 

The property also has no 
' particular natural qualities to 

recommend its preservation as a 
park. The views are nice, but it 
contains no wildlife habitat or 
other ecological resources that 
aren't amply represented in 
nearby Los Padres National 
Forest (which is so cash-strapped 
it has begun collecting visitor fees 
to fix its wrecked campgrounds 
and washed-out trails). 

There are sentimental and 
cultural reasons to suggest the 
ranch be preserved and opened to 
the public, in the way that, say, 
the boyhood home of Richard 
Nixon has been preserved. Like 
other presidential memorabilia, 
the Nixon birthplace was 
purchased with private donations. . 
Let Reagan's Ranch in the Sky be 
protected in the same fashion. 

And if Wilson and Regula are 
looking for a place to spend an 
extra $5 million, how about 
completing the Backbone Trail in 
the Santa Monica Mountains? It 
doesn't celebrate a former 
president, but it's a stunning 
recreational resource within reach 
of millions of people. 

- John Krist is assistant editor of the 
Star Opinion pages. His e-mail address 
is krist@staronline.com. 
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A Ranch in the Sky 

Ronald Varney vis its t he Californian ranch of Ronald and N ancy 

Reagan, wh ich is now offered by Sotheby's Internat ional Realty 

In 1974 Ronald Reagan and his wife 
Nancy purchased a sprawling 688-acre 
ranch atop the Sa nta Ynez Mountains just 
north of Santa Barbara, California. He rc 
at Ra ncho de! Cicio, Mr Reag,rn could 
ind ul ge his lifelong passion for ho rses, 
riding, and ranch chores in ,1 lllagnificen t 
woodt•d setting, the ra nch afford in g 
glorious views of the Paci fi c coast line and 
the Cha nnel Islands on one side and the 
fert ile Santa Ynez va ll ey on the other side. 
Mr. Reagan once wro te of the ra nch; "If 
not heaven itse lf, it probably has the s,1mc 
zip code." 

Du ri ng Mr. Reaga n's two-term 
Presidency in the I 980s, Rancho de l Cielo 
served as the Western White House, and it 
has continued to be enjoyed by the fa llli ly 

1,Q 

since Mr. Reaga n left office. This e:-; traor
dinary property is now being offe red fo r 
sa le by Sotheby's Intern ational Re·a ltl'. 

\Vhi lc the wo rd ranch, espcciall v in the 
Ameri ca n \ \"e•, t, co njure'S up hern ic images 
of cowboys, ca ttl e herds and Yast rugged 
landscapes, Ra ncho del Cielo b,· contrast 
seems a ga rde n-like haven in the clo uds. 
As one enters the ranch off a priva te 
access road at the summit of the Sa nta 
Ynez Mountains, one fi nds oneself in a 
broad va ll ey with gently ro ll ing meadows 
fa nn ing out and towering stands of oaks, 
the climate J\led iterra nea n-like. 

Interlac ing the property is an extensive 
network of scenic riding trails. Much of 
the ranch's ac reage co mp ri ses gently 
undul ating ter rain , with severa l small 

hills and the beginnings of ca nyo ns 
leading down into the valley. At its highest 
elevation the ra nch rises to a majestic 
height of 2,6 I 4 fee t above sea level atop the 
d ramatic head of Bald Mountai n. A d rive 
about the property on its many cr iss
cross ing trails heightens the dramat ic 
sense of sun-washed idyll ic seclus ion. 

Whi le the ranch as a whole affords 
except ional privacy, the charmi ng main 
res ide nce is fu ll y screened from outs ide 
view :rnd beautifully sited alongside a 
pond equipped with a dock for ca noe ing. 
Th is adobe-style res idence, dating from 
about 1890, is appointed with beam cei l
ings and has two firep laces. The rcs idrnce 
offers a living room, kitchen , a main bed 
room with ba th , a staff bedroom with hath 
and an c:-;tended conver ted porch s11,rn 
ning two sides of the house . Adjacent to 
the m:1in residence is a two-bcdroo lll guest 
cottage built in the early- I 980s as well as 
an e:-;tensivc manager's res ide nce and ,1 
tack Barn with three sta ll s, cqu ipllle'nt 
sto rage and a large open working arc'.l. 
Addi ti ona l depe nd encies on the' ranch 
inc lude a hay barn, a guest mobile home· 
and the fo rmer Secret Sen·ice Bui lding. 
The ranch is serv iced by underground 
utilities, two well s and three water storage 
ta nks. Mr. Reaga n himself buil t th e· ra nch's 
wooden corra ls and pcrson,1 ll y super,·ise·d 
,ill of the r;1nch's im provements. 

Durin g th e Reaga ns' ownns hi p 
Rancho de! Cicio has reciewd a numbe r 
of fo mous visito rs includ ing (.) uee· n 
Eli za beth II and the fo rm er Sov iet 
Prcs idrn t Mikhail Gorbachev. Howeve r, 
the ranch has remained a ve ry priva te' 
re tre,1t , a place where yea r after year the 
Reaga n fa mily would spend Thanksgiving, 
and it (Ontin ues to evoke the simple ranch 
way of life that Mr. and 1' 1rs. Reaga n 
have always treasured. 

Looki ng dow n at the Pacific Ocea n 
from high atop a ridge on Rancho de l 
Cicio, one is vividly aware of why the 
sou th coas t reg io n of Sa nt a Barbara 
Co unt y is one of th e mos t dcs ir,1blc are.is 
lo li ve, not on ly in Southern Cali fo rnia, 
but in the whole United States. 

/fo 110/d Varney is n senior vice prcsidc11 1 
o(Sothc/1y's, New York 011d n p11 /Jl ishcr of 
Prev iew 

Enquiries o/Jo 11t l~n ncho de Cicio 11wy 
/Jc directed to Zncknry Wright ofSoth c/Jy's 
/11t ernntio 11nl Renlty, 34 1 Bayside Dri ve, 
Newpo rt Beach, CA 92660. 
Tel: 714 723 7373 or 808 515 3250. 
A full colour brochure describing the 
property is available. 
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Reagans might sell ranch to preserve it • 
DISCUSSION: 
Conservative 
group wants 
to buy ranch 
qf!_ce used as 
Western 
White House 
~nd turn it_ 
into a tourist 
attraction. 
i· 

SANTA BARBARA (AP) - For
mer President Ronald Reagan and 
wife Nancy may sell their beloved 
Rancho de! Cielo to a conservative 
group that wants to preserve the one
time mountaintop Western White 
House as a tourist attraction. 
. There have been discussions about 

purchase of the 688-acre property but 
no deal has been struck, the president 
of the nonprofit Young Americans 
Foundation said Monday from the 
group's Herndon, Va., headquarters. 

"We want to preserve the property. 
The reason we're interested is be
cause be want to protect and preserve 

it," Ron Robinson said. The founda
tion's board of directors visited the 
property and "agreed in principal" to 
buy the property, he said. 

But Robinson stressed: "The deal 
has not been finalized." 

The ranch was put on the market 
in August 1996 for a reported $5.95 
million. Robinson wouldn't disclose 
terms of the proposed purchase. He 
added the foundation "wouldn't go 
ahead with it without the approval of 
the Reagans." 

Joanne Drake, spokeswoman for 
the Reagans, said she wasn't aware of 
the Young Americans Foundation pro-

''T he reason we're 
interested is because we want 
to protect and preserve it. " 

- Ron Robinson, 
president, Young Americans 

Foundation 

posal. The agent handling the proper
ty, Zachary Wright of Sotheby's Real 
Estate, Newport Beach, was out of 
town Monday and didn't return tele
phone messages. 

Sale of Rancho del Cielo (ranch in 
the sky) would close another chapter 
in the life of Reagan, who disclosed in 
November 1994 that he was diag
nosed with Alzheimer's disease. Rea
gan hasn't been to the ranch for more 
than three years. 

The Reagans celebrate their 46th 
wedding anniversary Wednesday. In a 
40th wedding anniversary tribute to 
his wife, Reagan wrote of his monthly 
post-White House trips to the ranch: 
"We relax at the ranch, which if not 
Heaven itself, probably has the same 
ZIP code." 

"Nothing draws a couple closer to-

gether than to find a pretty spot, 
maybe a ukulele and a canoe -
Nancy's idea of the perfect romanik 
setting - and share happy thougq_ts 
of the past," Reagan wrote. . 

The ranch features a man-made 
lake, built by Reagan, and the wooden 
corrals for the horses were erected 
by the Gipper himself, as he proudly 
announced to former Soviet Presic 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev on a 1992 
visit. 

Winding Refugio Road, which takes 
guests 12 miles from Highway 101 to 
Rancho del Cielo, washed out durin~ 
El Niiio storms last month. 
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Foundation may purchase 
Reagans' ranch for tourists 
Associated Press 

SANT A BARBARA - Former 
President Reagan and wife Nancy 
might sell their beloved Rancho 
del Cielo to a conservative group 
that wants to preserve the onetime 
mountaintop Western White 
House as a tourist attraction. 

There have been discussions 
about purchase of the 688-acre 
property but no deal has been 
struck, the president of the group 
said Monday from its Herndon, 
Va., headquarters. 

"We want to preserve the 
property. The reason we're inter
ested is because be want to protect 
and preserve it," said Ron Rob
inson of the nonprofit Young 
Americans Foundation. The 
foundation's board of directors 
visited the property and agreed in 
principle to buy it, he said. "The 
deal has not been finalized ," he 
stressed. 

The ranch was put on the market 
in August 1996 for a reported 
$5.95 million. Robinson wouldn't 
disclose terms of the proposed 
purchase. He added the founda
tion "wouldn't go ahead with it 
without the approval of the 
Reagans." 

Joanne Drake, spokeswoman 
for the Reagans, said she wasn't 
aware of the Young Americans 
Founda~ion proposal. The agent 
handling the property, Zachary 
Wright of Sotheby's Real Estate, 

Newport Beach, was out of town 
Monday and didn't return tele
phone messages. 

Sale of Rancho de! Cielo would 
close another chapter in the life of 
Reagan , who disclosed in 
November 1994 that he was diag
nosed with Alzheimer's disease. 
Reagan hasn't been to the ranch for 
more than three years. 

The Reagans celebrated their 
46th wedding anniversary 
Wednesday. In a 40th wedding 
anniversary tribute to his wife, 
Reagan wrote of his monthly trips 
to the ranch: "We relax at the 
ranch, which if not Heaven itself, 
probably has the same ZIP code. 

"Nothing draws a couple closer 
together than to find a pretty spot, 
maybe a ukulele and a canoe -
Nancy's idea of the perfect 
romantic setting - and share 
happy thoughts of the past ," 
Reagan wrote. 

The ranch features a lake that 
Reagan had dug, and the wooden 
corrals for the horses were erected 
by the Gipper himself, as he 
proudly announced to former 
Soviet Pr~sident Mikhail S. Gor
bachev on a 1992 visit. 

Winding Refugio Road, which 
takes guests 12 miles from High
way IO I to Rancho de! Cielo, 
washed out during El Nino storms 
last montr , as it did in 1983 when 
Britain's r )ueen Elizabeth forded 
mud in a four-wheel-drive vehicle 
to reach the property. 
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Conservative group 
ropes Reagan ranch 
Sale delights former president, Nancy -

•• Associated Press 

WASHINGTON - Home was 
the White House, but Ronald 
Reagan's heart was in Rancho del 
Cielo, his California mountaintop 
hideaway. Now, it is being sold to 
a - conservative group seeking 
inspiration for a new generation of 
political leaders. 

The Young America's Founda
tion, which promotes conservative 
values among high school and 
college students, purchased the 
property for an undisclosed price. 
Sale of the ranch , which had an 
asking price of $5 .95 million, was 
to be completed today. 

"Ronnie and I are delighted that 
Young America's Foundation will 
be the new owners of Rancho de! 
Cielo," Nancy Reagan said in a 
statement. "We hope that our 
r;,mch will be a spark for many 
bright, young Americans in the 
years ahead." 

Reagan, who at 87 is struggling 
:· with Alzheimer's disease, drew 
: strength and inspiration from the 
• 688-acre property in the Santa 
:: Ynez mountains. "We relax at the 
: ranch, which if not heaven itself, 
· probably has the same ZIP code," 
: he wrote in 1992. 
·' 

Two years later, his family 
announced that Reagan was sick. 
In August 1996, his beloved ranch 
- where he was host to such world 
leaders as Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev and Britain's Queen 
Elizabeth II - was put on the 
market. 

Reagan still visits his office in 
Los Angeles frequently and occa
sionally plays golf. But he and 
Nancy long ago found it necessary 
to abandon the ranch. 

Rancho de! Cielo, Spanish for 
"Ranch in the Sky," consists of a 
I 06-year-old, 1,300-square-foot 
adobe house, which Ronald 
Reagan remodeled, along with a 
smaller guest house, a man-made 
lake that Reagan created, stables 
and a wooden fence . 

Nancy Reagan said through a 
spokeswoman Monday that she 
was actively involved in the sale 
negotiations. 

" I wanted to be sure that the 
person or group that bought the 
ranch would be people that Ronnie 
would approve of," she said. 

Zachary Wright of Sotheby's 
International Realty said, "It was 
important to Mrs. Reagan that the 
ultimate purchaser was someone 
who would enjoy the property as 

- ... J~.{~-~;·~~i 

~;lJ:{:~1~,~~i~~r 
Associated Press 

Ronald Reagan and his wife, Nancy, saddle up in this 1982 photo. 

much as they did and put it to good 
use." 

Marc Short, the foundation's 
executive director, called the ranch 
"a breathtaking piece of property" 
and said the group was buying it 
with private donations. 

"We wish to preserve it and 
protect it as it is," he said. Short said 
the foundation wants to have it 
ready for visits by fall but that it 
would be used not for classes but as 
a retreat for young conservatives 
wishing to continue the Reagan 
legacy. 

"We hope to search out and find 
other property in the area that 

would accompany a conference 
center," he said. 

Joanne Drake, a Reagan 
spokeswoman, said many home 
furnishings and some saddles 
would remain intact, including a 
bell Reagan sounded to let Nancy 
know it was time for horseback 
riding. 

Tru Love, the canoe Reagan 
once rowed on "Lake Lucky" with 
his wife has been transferred to the 
Reagan library in Simi Valley. 

Reagan and his wife bought the 
ranch for $547,000 in 1974 as he 
was nearing the end of his second 
term as California's governor. 
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Califom-ia and the West 

Conservative 
Group Buys 
Reagan Ranch 
■ Politics: Young America's 
Foundation will use the former 
Western White House for a leadership 
program. The price is not disclosed. 

By FAYE FIORE 
TIMES STAFF WRITER 

WASHINGTON-A political group that pro
motes conservative values on college campuses 
has purchased the Santa Barbara ranch that was 
Ronald Reagan's Western White House, and plans 
to make it the centerpiece of a leadership develop
ment program. 

The deal was scheduled to close today on the 
680-acre spread bought by Young America's 
Foundation of Fairfax, Va., a 29-year-old group 
that teaches patriotism, limited government, and 
other values espoused by the Reagan presidency. 

The ranch, beloved by the former president, who 
once said the property, "if not heaven itself, 
probably has the same ZIP Code," will be main
tained as it was when the Reagans occupied it, 
officials said. 

"Ronnie and I are delighted that Young 
America's Foundation will be the new owners of 
Rancho del Cielo," former First Lady Nancy 
Reagan said. "We hope that our ranch will be a 
spark for many bright young Americans in the 
years ahead." 

The ranch will become the base for the Ronald 
Reagan Leadership Development Program, which 
will be headed by Frank Donatelli, Reagan's 
former political director. Although various exhibits 
are planned for the ranch, seminars and similar 
activities will be held in nearby Santa Barbara in 
additional space the foundation plans to buy to 
avoid building conference rooms and altering the 
historic site, officials said. 

"We are tremendously excited to be able to 
share President Reagan's vision, principles and 
ideas with America's future leaders at one of the 
places he loves most," said foundation President 
Ron Robinson. "Young America's Foundation is 
committed to preserving and protecting both the 
Reagan legacy and the ranch itself, which will be 
maintained just as it was when President and Mrs. 
Reagan lived there." 

Neither the foundation nor Reagan's Bel-Air 
office would disclose the price finally agreed upon 

Nancy and Ronald Reagan on ranch in 1996. 

in a deal that has been pending since at least late 
February. But the ranch, in the Santa Ynez 
Mountains 29 miles north of Santa Barbara, was 
thought to be overpriced when listed last summer 
for $5.95 million. It was rarely shown. 

The 87-year-old Reagan, who has Alzheimer's 
disease, lives in Bel-Air and no longer visits the 
property, which features wooden corrals he built, a 
fact he once announced to former Soviet President 
MikhaJl Gorbachev on a 1992 visit before the two 
world ·- leaders toured the area in a sport utility 
vehicle.with the license plate GIPPER. 

In another memorable visit, Queen Elizabeth 
braved mud in a four -wheel-drive vehicle to reach 
the secluded presidential hideaway. 

What should become of the property was a matter 
of considerable dispute almost from the moment it 
went up for sale. Although the Reagan faithful 
cherished memories of the jeans-clad president 
relaxing and riding on the ranch, many considered 
the use of taxpayer money to preserve it a violation 
of Reagan's small-government philosophy. 

The deal seems to be the happy ending Mrs. 
Reagan might have sought- preservation with 
private money and an investment in the conserva
tive values for which her husband's White House 
stood. 

"It's comforting to know that the ranch we 
cherish will be preserved and protected in its 
present state," she said. • 
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Reagan's mountaintop aerie sold 
RANCHO DEL CIELO: 
Conservative youth 
group purchases former 
president's hideaway. 

WASHINGTON (AP) - Home 
was the White House, but Ronald 
Reagan's heart was in "Rancho del 
Cielo," his California mountaintop 
hideaway. Now, it is being sold to a 
conservative group seeking inspi
ration for a new generation of po
litical leaders. 

Tlie Young America's Founda
tion, which promotes conservative 
values among high school and col
lege students, purchased the prop
erty for an undisclosed price. Sale 
of the ranch, which had an asking 
price of $5.95 million, was to be 
completed Tuesday. 

"Ronnie and I are delighted 
that Young America's Foundation 
will be the new owners of Rancho 
del Cielo," Nancy Reagan said in a 
statement. "We hope that our 
ranch will be a spark for many 
bright, young Americans in the 

years ahead." 
Reagan, who at 87 is struggling 

with Alzheimer's disease, drew 
strength and inspiration from the 
688-acre property in the Santa 
Ynez Mountains. "We relax at the 
ranch, which if not Heaven itself, 
probably has the same ZIP code," 
he wrote in 1992. 

Two years later, his family an
nounced that Reagan was sick. In 
August 1996, his beloved ranch -
where he was host to such world 
leaders as Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev and Britain's 
Queen Elizabeth - was put on 
the market. 

Reagan still visits his office in 
Los Angeles frequently and occa
sionally plays golf. But he and 
Nancy long ago found it necessary 
to abandon the ranch. 

"Rancho del Cielo," Spanish for 
Ranch in the Sky, consists of a 
106-year-old, 1,300-square-foot 
adobe house, which Reagan re
modeled, along with a smaller 
guest house, a manmade lake that 
Reagan created, stables and a 
wooden fence. 

Wearing his signature cowboy 
hat, Reagan once spirited Gor
bachev around the ranch in his 
jeep. During that 1992 visit, Rea
gan proudly told Gorbachev that 
he had just completed building 
new wooden horse corrals. 

Queen Elizabeth II visited just 
after heavy Tains, and she had to 
ride a four-wheel-drive vehicle up 
the 12-mile winding road from 
U.S. Highway 101 to the ranch 
house. 

Marc Short, the foundation's 
executive director, called the 
ranch "a breathtaking piece of 
property" and said the group was 
buying it with private donations. 

"We wish to preserve it and 
protect it as it is," he said. Short 
said the foundation wants to have 
it ready for visits by fall but that it 
would be used not for classes but 
as a retreat for young conserva
tives wishing to continue the Rea
gan legacy. 

Reagan and his wife bought the 
ranch for $547,000 in 1974 as he 
was nearing the end of his second 
term as California's governor. 
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"T oday 's college campuses are biased toward a liberal ideology. The majority of our programs will be 
focused on the Reagan era and how he changed the world. " 

- Mart Short, co-leader of the Young America's Foundation, which bought the Reagan ranch last month 

Newlyweds running Reagan ranch 
Young America's -Foundation hopes to give birth to new conservatism 
By Todd S. Purdom 
N. Y. Times News Service 

SANTA BARBARA - It 
hangs on a hat rack by the front 
door, stained with the sweat 
from chopping wood, clearing 
brush and building fences, a 
worn navy blue baseball cap em
broidered in gold: "United States 
Mounted Secret Service." Its 
owner loved it and resisted his 
wife's entreaties to retire it. 
.. •• Now the cap rests iriside the 
old adobe ranch house in the 

•· hills above the sea, as if Ronald 
Reagan had just ducked out for a 

: minute without it. And so, in a 
: sense, he has , constricted by 
. Alzheimer's disease to the tamer 
: precincts of a gated house in Bel 
• Air, the big city 100 miles to the 
• south where he first made his 
· name. 

. But in the 688-acre patch of 
: paradise 30 miles up the coast 
• from here that he christened 
:. Rancho de! Cielo, the ranch of 
:. the sky, the former president's 
: legacy is lovingly tended these 
· days by a young couple named 
· Marc and Kristen Short, leaders 
• of the Young America's Founda-
• tion, a Virginia-based conserva-
• tive group that bought the ranch 
last month and plans to use it for 
leadership seminars to steep col
lege students in the conserva
tive philosophies Reagan cele-

•• brated. 
: . .. "Today's college campuses 

ate biased toward a liberal ideol-
-ogy," said Marc Short, a 28-year
. old graduate of Washington and 
Lee University in Virginia and a 
veteran of Oliver North's unsuc

. cessful 1994 Senate campaign 
: there. 

"The majority of our pro
: grams will be focused on the 
. Reagan era and how he changed 
: the world. " 

Young America's Foundation 
• is a 29-year-old nonprofit de
: scendant of the old Goldwater
. era campus conservative group, 

Young Americans for Freedom, 
and its board members include 
Frank Donatelli, Reagan's for
mer White House political direc
tor. 

Ambitious plans 
With Marc Short as executive 

director and Kristen Short, 24, 
as conference director, it has am
bitious plans for a $10 million to 
$15 million capital drive to build 
a conference center to house 
guests near the ranch so the 
property can be preserved as it 
was in the 20-plus years the 
Reagans spent there, beginning 
in 1974. 

The illness of Reagan, who is 
now 87, forced the family to stop 
going to the ranch in the Santa 
Ynez mountains about three 
years ago, and Nancy Reagan 
listed it for sale with Sotheby's 
for $5.95 million, a price that 
most locals dismissed as inflat
ed, given the modest 1,200-
square-foot whitewashed house 
with its aluminum motel-style 
windows, faux-brick vinyl floor 
and generally Spartan feel. It 
drew few bidders. 

Gov. Pete Wilson, a Republi
can, wanted to use $5 million in 
federal money to buy it as a state 
park, to be run with private 
money, but the late Rep. Walter 
Capps, D-Santa Barbara, object
ed that local officials had not 
been consulted, and the plan 
foundered. 

So the foundation stepped in 
to buy the place for an undis
closed sum, and Nancy Reagan 
recently met the Shorts for a 
three-hour tour of the property, 
returning dozens of items that 
she had placed in storage, in
cluding the baseball cap, and in
structing them on where to hang 
each picture and place each 
knick-knack. 

The effect is uncanny, and 
more than a little poignant, with 
the kitchen spice rack still filled 

with jars of poultry seasoning 
and onion flakes, and a row of 
pewter mugs and green Mexican 
glass goblets lining a small bar. 

"She was very, very gracious, 
and when it was over, naturally, 
there was some emotion," Kris
ten Short said. 

"But she was on ,a mission, 
and when it was done, I think 
she kind of made her peace with 
it that day." 

Souvenirs - and a view 
The main house, originally 

built in the 1890s, consists of 
two large, open rooms for living 
and dining, a master bedroom 
and bath, and a small maid's 
suite, and it is filled with every
thing from old bamboo and wick
er furniture with Native Ameri
can cotton print cushions, to an 
orange Naugahyde wingback 
chair and ottoman, a bumper 
pool table, agreeably stained din
ing room chairs and a refrigera
tor and electric range finished in 
that singular 1970s shade known 
as Harvest Gold. 

There is a collection of Kachi
na dolls and carved wooden ele
phants, and in the bedroom clos
et, Reagan's riding boots are 
lined up in a row, and a tiny blue 
sateen Dallas Cowboys wind
breaker in Reagan's size hangs 
on a rack . 

From the head of the dining 
table, where the president al
ways sat, there is a lovely view 
of Lucky Lake, a pond in the yard 
where the Reagans kept a canoe 
called the "True Love" that is 
now on display at the Reagan Li
brary in Simi Valley. 

"You see how simple a man 
the president was," Marc Short 
said. 

"He really came out here to 
get out of Washington and didn 't 
need a palace." 

A few yards from the main 
building is a small two-bedroom 
guest house where the Reagan 

children stayed and where 
guests like Queen Elizabeth Il 
and Mikhail Gorbachev were en
tertained, along with a tiny old 
trailer covered in siding wherE 
Dennis LeBlanc, a former Cali
fornia state trooper who guardec 
Reagan in his days as governor 
stayed when he came to be thE 
president's comrade-in-chores. 

Just up a hill behind the housE 
is the tack room, which house~ 
the president's riding saddle 
pruning tools and yellow McCul
loch chain saw, and nearby is c 
barn with a big yellow wooc 
chipper emblazoned with thE 
warning, "Work Safely Arounc 
the Gipper's Chipper. " 

Reagans' private preserve 
Up another hill is a pet ceme 

tery, with rough headstone~ 
carved by Reagan himself; be 
hind the house is a long-defunc 
two-seater outhouse, complett 
with crescent moon cutouts. 

When the Reagans stayed a 
the ranch, which they did foi 
some 300 days of his presidency 
it was their private preserve 
and even the senior aides wh< 
came to staff the traveling Whitl 
House seldom went there 
"Even Cabinet officers have to l< 
us they'd love to come up anc 
talk because they've hardly eve1 
seen it," Marc Short said. 

The Shorts said they expec 
to involve the community ir 
events at the ranch. 

For the Shorts, who wen 
married last summer, the ne\\ 
job is a romantic beginning, ar 
adventure in a brand new place 
They have rented a townhous< 
in nearby Goleta, and Marc Shor 
came armed with gifts from hi '. 
old boss, North: new black cow 
boy boots and a Beretta shotgur 
- though he confessed good-na
turedly that he neither rides no; 
shoots. 

"I guess," he said with : 
smile , ''I'll be learning." 
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New hands at the Reagan ranch 
Couple tends to legacy of president's retreat, conservative cause 
By Todd S. Purdum 
The New York Times 

SANT A BARBARA - It hangs 
on a hat rack by the front door, 
stained with the sweat from chop
ping wood, clearing brush and 
building fences, a worn navy blue 
baseball cap embroidered in gold: 

a pond in the yard where the 
Reagans kept a canoe called "True 
Love" that is now on display at the 
Reagan Library in Simi Valley. 

"You see how simple a man the 
president was," Marc Short said. 
"He really came out here to get out 
of Washington and didn't need a 
palace." 
When the Reagans stayed at the 
ranch, which they did for some 300 
days of his presidency, it was their 

private preserve, and even the senior 
aides who came to staff the traveling 
White House seldom went there. 
"Even Cabinet officers have told us 
they'd love to come up and talk 
because they've hardly ever seen it," 
Marc Short said. 

The Shorts said they expect to 
involve the community in events at 
the ranch, but have no immediate 
plans for public tours. 

For the Shorts, who were married 

last summer, the new job is a 
romantic beginning, an adventure 
in a brand new place. They have 
rented a town house in nearby 
Goleta, and Marc Short came armed 
with gifts from his old boss, North: 
new black cowboy boots and a Ber
etta shotgun - though he confessed 
good-naturedly that he neither rides 
nor shoots. 

" I guess," he said with a smile, " I'll 
be learning." 

"United States Mounted Secret 
Service." Its owner loved it and 
resisted his wife's entreaties to retire 
it. 

Now the cap rests inside the old ,-----------------~---------- --- ----- ---_J 
adobe ranch house in the hills above 
the sea, as if Ronald Reagan had just 
ducked out for a minute without it. 
And so, in a sense, he has, con
stricted by Alzheimer's disease to 
the tamer precincts of a gated house 
in Bel-Air, in the big city I 00 miles 
to the south where he first made his 
name. 

But in the 688-acre patch of par
adise 30 miles up the coast from 
Santa Barbara that he christened 
Rancho de! Cielo, the ranch of the 
sky, the former president's legacy is 
lovingly tended these days by a 
young couple named Marc and 
Kristen Short, leaders of the Young 
America's Foundation, a Virginia
based conservative group that 
bought the ranch last month and 
plans to use it for leadership semi
nars to steep college students in the 
conservative philosophies Reagan 
celebrated. 

"Today's college campuses are 
biased toward a liberal ideology," 
said Marc Sho11, a 28-year-old 
graduate of Washington and Lee 
University in Virginia and a veteran 
of Oliver North's unsuccessful 1994 
Senate campaign there. "The 
majority of our programs will be 
focused on the Reagan era and how 
he changed the world." 

Conference center 
Young America's Foundation is 

a 29-year-old nonprofit descendant 
of the old Goldwater-era campus 
conservative group, Young Ameri
cans for Freedom, and its board 
members include Frank Donatelli, 
Reagan's former White House 
political director. 

With Marc Short as executive 
director and Kristen Short, 24, as 
conference director, it has ambi
tious plans for a $ IO million to 
$15 million capital drive to build a 
conference center to house guests 
near the ranch so the property can be 
preserved as it was in the 20-plus 
years the Reagans spent there, 
beginning in 1974. 

The illness of Reagan, who is now 
87, forced the family to stop going to 
the ranch in the Santa Ynez 
Mountains about three years ago, 
and Nancy Reagan listed it fo r sale 
with Sotheby's for $5.95 million, a 
price that most locals dismissed as 
inflated, given the modest 1,200-
square-foot whitewashed house 
with its aluminum motel-style 
windows, faux-brick vinyl floor and 
generally Spartan feel. It drew few 
bidders. 

Park plan failed 
Gov. Pete Wilson, a Republican, 

wanted to use $5 million in federal 
money to buy it as a state park, to be 
run with private money, but the late 
U.S. Rep. Walter Capps, D-Santa 
Barbara, objected that local officials 
had not been consulted, and the plan 
foundered. 

So the foundation stepped in to 
buy the place for an undisclosed 
sum, and Nancy Reagan recently 
met the Shorts fo r a three-hour tour 
of the property, returning dozens of 
items that she had placed in storage, 
including the baseball cap, and 
instructing them on where to hang 
each picture and place each 
knick-knack. 

The effect is uncanny, and more 
than a little poignant, with the 
kitchen spice rack still filled with 
jars of poultry seasoning and onion 
flakes, and a row of pewtermugsand 
green Mexican glass goblets lining a 
small bar. 

"She was very, very gracious, and 
when it was over, naturally, there 
was some emotion," Kristen Short 
said. "But she was on a mission, and 
when it was done, I think she kind 
of made her peace with it that day." 

Century-old building 
The main house, originally built 

in the 1890s, consists of two large, 
open rooms for living and dining, a 
master bedroom and bath, and a 
small maid's suite, and it is filled 
with everything from old bamboo 
and wicker furniture with American 
Indian cotton print cushions, to an 
orange Naugahyde wingback chair 
and ottoman, a bumper pool table, 
agreeably stained dining room 
chairs and a refrigerator and electric 
range finished in that singular 1970s 
shade known as Harvest Gold. 

There is a collection of kachina 
dolls and carved wooden elephants, 
and in the bedroom closet, Reagan's 
riding boots are lined up in a row, 
and a tiny bl ue sateen Dallas Cow
boys windbreaker in Reagan's size 
hangs on a rack. 

From the head of the dining table, 
where the president always sat, 
there is a lovely view of Lucky Lake, 
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A Reagan 
Shrine in 
the Sky 
Tending the flame at the 
Gipper' s beloved ranch 

BY JOSH UA HAMMER 

I
T FEELS AS IF HE NEVER LEFT. WANDER
ing through Rancho del Cielo, Ronald 
Reagan's old retreat in the hills high 
above Santa Barbara, Calif., a visitor 

gets the palpable sense of having walked in 
on a presidency-and a life-in progress: 
Reagan's polo shirts, jodhpurs and ball caps 
still hang in the bedroom closet. Nancy's 
cowboy boots rest against one wall. A Water 
Pik sits beside the bathroom sink. In the 
den, there's a quarter-filled jar of agingjelly 
beans. You half expect the Gipper himself to 
come through the front door, tuckered out 
after a long day on the trail. 

But that will almost certainly never hap
pen again. Reagan, 87, is cloistered in Bel 
Air, a victim of Alzheimer's; family friends 
say that Mrs. Reagan is now the only person 
he consistently recognizes. Last year the 
Reagans put Rancho de] Cielo ("the Ranch 
in the Sky") up for sale, and in April the 
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Young America's Foundation, a Virginia
based conservative group funded by GOP 
donors like the late Henry Salvatori, pur
chased it for an undisclosed sum. (An early 
asking price was $5.95 million.) The group 
plans to tum the 688-acre property in the 
Santa Ynez Mountains into a rustic shrine, 
where the grooming of young conservatives 
will go hand in hand with rugged outdoor 
activities - a mix of supply side and sidesad
dle, thumb-sucking and brush-clearing. 
"You can't help feeling a different part of 
President Reagan when you're here," says 
Marc Short, 28, executive director of the 
YAF, who moved to Santa Barbara to over
see the project with his wife, Kristen - and 
who last week gave NEWSWEEK a rare tour. 
"You sense the man's modesty." 

It is a place rich in history. In 1974 the 
then Governor Reagan's friend Bill Wilson 
located the property for Ronnie and Nancy. 
After 1980, Rancho de! Cielo became Presi-

Jodhpurs and jelly beans: Reagan adored 
his ranch, a 688-acre spread Marc and 
Kristen Short (below) are now running 

dent Reagan's retreat from Washington; he 
and Nancy spent about 345 days on the 
ranch during the White House years. Pro
tected by a 100-man Secret Service detail, 
Reagan entertained Margaret Thatcher, 
Queen Elizabeth II and Mikhail Gorbachev 
here and used the round wooden picnic 
table out front to sign Reaganomics into 
law in 1981. 

Mostly, though, Reagan came to unwind 
in a simple setting. The decor is appealingly 
modest. In the living room of the 106-year
old adobe house, there is a bumper pool 
table, Indian-style throw rugs on the red 
tile floor and a bookcase filled with such ti
tles as 'The American Heritage Book of In
dians." The dining table offers serene views 
of the pond called Lake Lucky, where the 
Reagans liked to canoe. The small master 
bedroom is straight out of the 1970s: yellow 
walls, ceramic frogs and rotary stand-up 
phones. The den is decorated with sheep

skin rugs and an orange Nau
gahyde chair. Gorbachev, who 
spent a day with the Reagans 
here in 1989, came away disap
pointed. "He didn't think the 
place was as grand as he'd ex
pected," says Marc Short. 

The grandeur was in the land
scape. Every morning at 9, Rea
gan rang a bell by the stables, 
summoning Nancy for their ride 
through the scrub-oak forests 
and meadows above the Pacific. 
(They were trailed by a military 
aide with the nuclear codes.) The 
president rode a white Arabian 
steed called El Alamein; Nancy's 
was named No Strings. In the af
ternoon, the president chopped 

wood or cut brush. El Alamein died recently; 
No Strings passed away in 1992 and is buried 
in the pet cemetery near the house. Reagan 
paid his last visit in late 1995. "He was on the 
pond, going around in his canoe," says ranch 
caretaker Courtney Trisler. "You could feel 
how much he enjoyed the place." 

The twentysomething Shorts were just 
children when Reagan took office, but they 
deeply admire the aging president and are 
determined to spread the faith. "The col
leges don't teach Reagan's legacy," says 
Marc, who helped run Oliver North's un
successful Senate campaign in 1994. The 
Shorts' five-year plan is to build a dormito
ry on a nearby property and upgrade an old 
Secret Service building into a facility where 
conservative stars can lecture. But pilgrims 
are more likely to remember the tiny details 
that evoke a vanished time- the Water Pik, 
the leather-bound his-and-hers Bibles and 
the jelly beans, moldering in their jar. ■ 
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REAGAN RANCH 
Continued from Al 

They oversee the maintenance of the re
mote 688-acre ranch and the modest 106-
year-old adobe home that was sometimes· 
called the "Western White House" during 
Reagan's eight years in office. 

"We hope we can play a small part in pro
tecting the legacy," Marc said. "It's inspiring 
to be there." 

Kristen and Marc met during a foundation 
conference a few years ago, and both of them 
ended up working for the group out of its 
East Coast offices. 

The newly married couple said that mov
ing to California has been an adventure, but 
they enjoyed coming back to Washington for 
the recent national conference. 

"It "was great to go back to D.C. and see 
everybody and be back in 
the heart of where every
thing is happening," 24-
year-old Kristen said. 
"On the other hand, there 
are things that we love 
about being out here (at 
the ranch) and we can 
certainly see why the 
Reagans would want to 
escape here from D.C." 

Kristen and Marc 
work out of the founda
tion's offices in Santa 
Barbara and live in a near
by town house, but rent a 
four-wheel drive vehicle 
and head to the ranch two 
to three times per week. 

They check the condi
tion of the low wooden 
fence that surrounds the 
ranch, which Reagan built 
much of himself. They 
talk to the ranch foreman 

"T here 
are things 
that we 
love about 
being out 
here (at the 
ranch) and 
we can 
certainly 
see why 
the 
Reagans 
would want 
to escape 
here from 

about how many and what b C ,, 
type of workers the foun- • • 
dation should hire to get 
the buildings and land 
back in shape and reintro
duce some herds of live
stock. 

And they soak up the 

- Kristen Short, 
overseeing 

Rancho Del • 
Cielo with her 

husband - _ 

atmosphere of a place that Reagan owned for 
more than 25 years, where he spent many 
days of his presidency, signed the 1981 Eco
nomic Recovery Act and celebrated Thanks~ 
giving each year. 

The Shorts said that the foundation does 
not plan to make any major changes or a(ld: 
any additional buildings to the land. "We want' •• 
to prot~ct the ranch as is," Marc said. . 

The Reagans had not spent much time on : 
the ranch in the past few years before selling · 
it, due to the former president's deteriorating 
health from Alzheimer's disease. ; 

But Mrs. Reagan met the Shorts on th~ 
ranch one day this spring, and brought ou~ 
many of the belongings from the ranch that' 
had been in storage: things like a favorite hat
of Reagan's, tooled-leather saddles ancf 
knickknacks. She placed them in the exact" 
spots they had been in when the Reagans; 
used to spend time at the ranch. ; 

"We preserved the feeling like they have· 
just stepped out for lunch," Marc said.~ 
"That's a flavor we don't want to lose." 
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Reagans gone, but their ranch lives on 
It's a shrine to the Gipper and becoming a training ground to carry on his conservative philosophy 
By Jeff Wilson 
The Associated Press 

SANrA BARBARA - It's as 
though the Gipper never left. 

Near the front door of the main 
house at Rancho del Cielo is Ronald 
Reagan's sweat-stained ballcap. A 
loofah sponge, glycerin soap and 
Head & Shoulders shampoo are still 
in the shower he and Nancy shared. 

But three years have passed 
since the nation's 40th president 
visited his beloved mountaintop 
hideaway - known to a generation 
of Americans as the Western White 
House. Reagan, who at 87 is strug
gling with Alzheimer's disease, 
drew strength and inspiration from 
the 688-acre property. 

"We relax at the ranch, which if 
not Heaven itself, probably has the 
same ZIP code," he wrote in a 40th 
wedding anniversary letter in 1992. 
It was a sanctuary he rarely shared 
with outsiders, although he was 
host to such world leaders as 
Britain's Queen Elizabeth and for
mer Soviet leader Mikhaii Gor
bachev. 

Six months ago, the Reagans 
sold the property and its 100-year
old adobe ranch house to a group 
now preserving it as a monument to 
conservatism, an inspiration for a 
new generation of leaders. 

"When you sit in this house you 
really feel his presence. It's magi
cal," said chief keeper of the shrine 

Photos by The Associated Press 
ON THE MOUNTAIN: Above, Mark and Kristen Short walk along a hilltop with panoramic views of the Santa 
Ynez Valley at Rancho del <:;lelo, the 668-acre ranch that once belonged to Ronald and Nancy Reagan.The 
rickety stool with a presideri_tial seal supported by cowboy boots, left, is in the tack room. 



Marc Short during a recent tour of 
the ranch. Pointing to a leather patio 
table, he noted it's where the 1981 
Economic Recovery Act was 
signed. 

"It's where we think the Reagan 
Revolution started," the awestruck 
28-year-old said. • 

The Virginia-based Young Amer
ica's Foundation, which promotes 
conservative values among high 
school and college students, pur
chased Rancho de! Cielo for an 
undisclosed price. Reagan spokes
woman Joanne Drake won't say how 
much, but it was close to the $5.95 
million asking price. 

"We hope that our ranch will be a 
spark for many bright, young Amer
icans in the years ahead," Nancy 
Reagan said after the sale. 

They call it 'hallowed ground' 
Short, executive director of the 

Young America's Foundation, 
moved from Virginia to California in 
June with his 24-year-old bri.de, 
Kristen. "We drove across America 
in a Honda Accord," she boasted. 

They've been inside the ranch 
house many times, but guests can 
almost hear the young couple's 
pounding hearts as they step inside 
what they solemnly call "hallowed 
ground" and lovingly tend to the 
property. 

"We feel we are the.luckiest peo
ple in the world. We're honored to 
be given this responsibility," Short 
said, gazing across the Reagan-built 
patio with a metal "1600 Penna. 
Ave." sign overhead and a view of 
Lake Lucky, where the Reagans 
often canoed. 

"Nothing draws a couple closer 
together than to find a pretty spot, 
maybe a ukulele and a canoe _:_ 
Nancy's idea of the perfect romantic 
setting - and share happy thoughts 
of the past," Reagan wrote in his an
niversary letter. 

Most would be surprised by the 
modest furnishings and size of the 
1,200-square-foot ranch house: the 
aluminum motel-like windows (the 
bulletproof glass was removed after 
Reagan left the White House); the 
faux red brick linoleum floor 
throughout; the Harvest Gold re
frigerator. 

It's a far cry from the Blue Room 
and certainly lacks the elegance of 
other famed presidential retreats 
such as Kennebunkport, San 
Clemente or Hyannis Port. But it's 

cozy, and easy to understanq why ~ - • ,-,~ 
the Reagans • chedshed escaping 
there .for 25 years. . 

"He lived just like we did. That's 
why he was the Great Conum1~"Ga
tor," Short said. 1, · .. 

i: 
' ,:~ 

Conference center In future r 
The Young America's Foundation 

plans to use the ranch for leadership 
seminars to steep young people in, 
Reagan philosophies. A conference 
center will be built nearby and stu- ' 
dents will likely make day and week
end trips to the ranch, even riding 
the 7 miles of horse trails. 

"The majority of our programs 
will be focused on the Reagan era 
and how he changed the world," 
Short said. A $10 million to $15 mil
lion capital drive to build the confer
ence center and house the students 
is in the planning stages. 

Nancy Reagan hauled many 
items out of the basement of the 
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library 
in Simi Valley, some 80 rniles from 
the ranch, _ and spent about three 
hours with Kristen making sure 
each item was placed as it had been. 

"Everything has been checked 
over by Mrs. Reagan. If something 
was out of place, she moved it back 
to its original spot," Kristen Short 
said. 

"She came up here about a week 
after settlement. She hopped out in 
her jeans and tennis shoes ap.d 
quickly werit right to work with 
Kristen," Short said. "It was emo
tional. She was emotional when she 
left. I think in a lot of ways it was a 
sense of closure for her." 

The effect is poignant. 
A weathered copy of "Lonesome 

Dove" sits on a bookshelf, rugged 
Western paintings fill the walls, a 
shotgun rests on antlers over a door, 
the kitchen spice rack is stocked 
with containers of paprika, oregano 
and cinnamon undoubtedly used for 
the Thanksgiving family feasts held 
at the ranch; 

Reagan's boots are lined up in a 
walk-in closet in the bright yellow 
bedroom. There are cowboy hats, 
too, as well as a collection of nearly 
hubcap-size belt buckles. A spur 
once carried in space is on a shelf. 
Nancy and Ron monogrammed 
bathrobes rest on hangers. 

Reagan's saddles, including the 
well-worn English model he pre
ferred, are in the tack room. His 
blue-and-gold Cavalry horse blanket 

AT THE RANCH: Marc Short, 
executive director of the Young 
America's Foundation, and his 
wife, Kristen, talk about 
• Rancho del Cielo. 

hangs on a wall. 
"His legend lives on," Short said. 

Animals' last ~ng place 
lri a 1990 interview with The As

sociated Press, Reagan told how he 
enjoyed trimming the hundreds of 
oak trees on the property. 

On a hill in a grove of oaks just 
above the ranch house is a solemn 
site where Reagan kept those trees 
trimmed back: the Reagan family 
pet graveyard. Mrs. Reagan's 
beloved quarterhorse No Strings is 
there. There's also a bull named 
Duke, horses 1'-elly and Duke, and 
dogs Victory, Freebo, Millie, Taca, 
Lucky, Kodiak, Sasha, Fang, Fuzzy 
and Rhino. ' 

• Each one has a stone marker 
with a name carved by Reagan. The 
latest addition was last month when 
dog Rex died. But this time, a ranch
hand carved the stone. 

~-

" 

~ 
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REAGAN RANCH RENEWED 

Reed Saxon/Associated Press 
Marc and Kristen Short, caretakers of Rancho del Cielo for the Young America's Foundation, stroll around the old Reagan retreat. 

Couple hopes 
retreat inspires 
new generation 
By Jeff Wilson 
Associated Press 

SANT A BARBARA - It's as though the 
Gipper never left. 

Ronald Reagan's sweat-stained ball cap is. 
near the front doorofthe main house at Rancho 
del Cielo. And a luff a sponge, glycerin soap and 
Head & Shoulders shampoo are still in ihe 
shower the ex-president and his wife, Nancy, 
shared. 

But three years have passed since Reagan 
visited his beloved mountaintop hideaway, 
known to a generation of Americans as the 
Western White House. Reagan, who at 87 is 
suffering the effects of Alzheimer's disease, 
drew strength and inspiration from the 688-acre 
ranch. 

"We relax at the ranch, which if not heaven 
itself, probably has the same ZIP code," he 
wrote in a 40th wedding anniversary letter in 
1992. It was a sanctuary he rarely shared with 
outsiders, although he played host to such world 
leaders as Britain's Queen Elizabeth II and 
former Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev. 

Earlier this year, the Reagans sold the prop
erty and its I 00-year-old adobe ranch house to 
a group now preserving it as·a monument to 
conservatism, an inspiration for a new 

r~t 

Gus Ruelas/Daily News 
Ronald Reagan, right, entertains Mikhail Gorbachev at Rancho del Cielo in May 1992. 

generation of leaders. 
"When you sit in this house you really feel his 

presence. It's magical," said Marc Short, the 
chief keeper of the shrine, during a recent tour. 

Pointing to a leather pat io table, he noted it's 
where the 1981 Economic Recovery Act was 
signed. " It's where we think the Reagan 

Revolution started," he said. 
The Young America's Foundation, which 

promotes conservative values among high 
school and college students, purchased Rancho 
del Cielo. Reagan spokeswoman Joanne Drake 

See REAGAN / Page 4 



I ~ 

Ranch has 
newgoar 
REAGAN / From Page 1 

said the sale price was close to the 
$ 5. 9 5 million asking price. 

"We hope that our ranch will be a 
spark for many bright, young 
Americans in the years ahe_ad," 
Nancy Reagan said after the sale. 

Short, the 28-year-old executive 
director of the Young Americ:a's 
Foundation, moved from its Vfr
ginia headquarters to California in 
June with his 24-year-old bride, 
Kristen. They refer to the ranch as 
"hallowed ground" and say they are 
honored to tend it. 

"We feel we are the luckiest peo
ple in the world," Short said, gazing 
across the Reagan-built patio with a 
metal "1600 Penna. Ave." sign 
overhead and a view of Lake Lucky, 
where the Reagans often canoed. 

"Nothing draws a couple closer 
together than to find a pretty spot, 
maybe a ukulele and. a canoe -
Nancy's idea of the perfect romantic 
setting-and share happy thoughts 
of the past," Reagan wrote in his 
anniversary letter. 

The 1,200-square-foot ranch is 
modest in its size and furnishings. 
There are aluminum-frame, motel
style windows (the bulletproof glass 
was removed after Reagan left 
office); a faux red brick linoleum 
floor throughout;. a Harvest Gold 
refrigerator. There1s even a Liberty 
Bell shower head in the bathroom. 

It's a far cry from the Blue Room 
and certainly lacks the elegance of 
other presidential retreats such as 
George Bush's at Kennebunkport, 
Maine; Richard Nixon's at San 
Clemente; or John F. Kennedy's at 
Hyannis Port, Mass. But it's cozy, 
and it's easy to understand why the 
Reagans cherished it for 25 years. 

"He lived just like we did. That's 
why he was the Great 
Communicator," Short said. 

The Young America's Founda
tion plans to use the ranch for 
leadership seminars to steep young 
people in Reagan philosophies. A 
conference center will be built 
nearby, and students will likely 
make day and weekend trips to the 
ranch, riding the seven miles of 
horse trails. 

"The majority of our programs 
will be focused on the Reagan era 
and how he changed the world," 
Short said. A $ 10 million to 

$15 million capital drive to build 
the conference center and house the 
students is in the planning stages. 

Nancy Reagan hauled many 
items out of the basement of the 
Ronald Reagan Presidential 
Library in Simi Valley, some 80 
miles from the ranch, and spent 
about three hours with Kristen 
Short making sure each item was 
placed exactly as it had been. 

"If something was out of place, 
she moved it back to its original 
spot," Kristen Short said. 

Added her husband: "She came 
up here about a week after settle
ment. She hopped out in her jeans 
and tennis shoes and quickly went 
right to work with Kristen. It was 
emotional. She was emotional 
when she left. I think in a lot of ways 
it was a sense of closure for her." 

The effect is poignant. 
A weathered copy of "Lonesome 

Dove" sits on a bookshelf, rugged 
Western paintings hang on the 
walls, a shotgun rests on antlers over 
a doorway, the kitchen spice rack is 
stocked with paprika, oregano and 
cinnamon, undoubtedly used for 
the Thanksgiving family feasts held 
at the ranch. 

Reagan's boots are lined up in a 
walk-in closet in the bright yellow 
bedroom. There are cowboy hats 
and a collection of belt buckles; a 
spur once carried into space, and 
Nancy and Ron monogrammed 
bathrobes. 

Reagan's saddles, including the 
well-worn English model he pre
ferred, are in the tack room. His 
blue-and-gold U.S. Cavalry horse 
blanket hangs on a wall. 

Reagan enjoyed trimming the 
hundreds of oak trees on the prop
erty, explaining in a 1990 inter
view, "I love the dappled look on 
the ground when the sun comes 
through." 

One spot he made sure to trim 
back is a hilltop grove of oaks just 
above the house. It's the family pet 
graveyard. Nancy Reagan's 
beloved quarter horse No Strings is 
there, along with a bull named 
Duke, horses Kelly and Duke, and 
several dogs: Victory, Freebo, 
Millie, Taca, Lucky, Kodiak, 
Sasha, Fang, Fuzzy and Rhino. 

Each grave has a stone marker 
with a name carved by Reagan. 
More recently, dog Rex was buried. 
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LANDMARK EVEN 

S 
etting in stone what has long been in the 
history books, the Native Saas of the 
Go~Thursday dedicated 
former President Ronald Reagan's 

onetim~n-the Gav10ta coast a state 
lariclmark Mr. Reagan purchased the 688-acre 
Rancho del Cielo, set high atop a ridge over 
Refugio Canyon, in the waning days of his 
California governorship and maintained it as 
the Western White House throughout his two 
terms in the Oval Office. 

Preserving the ranch was a natural move for 
the Native Sons, a nonprofit organization that 

STEVE MALONE / NEWS-PRESS 

has preserved llistorical landmarks for more 
than 90 years. "This is the highest highlight of 
my Native Sons career," said Robert Rogers, 
president of the organization. Speaking to about 
50 members of the group, Mr. Rogers said the 
"dedication of a spot like this, whether you liked 
him or not, whether you're a Democrat or a 
Republican, is important because this is a piece 
of history - not only for California, but the 
world - that will be preserved forever." Mr. 
Reagan sold Rancho del Cielo in 1998 to the 
Young America's Foundation, which is 
preserving the ranch. 

- - - - - - - - -- - - -- -

Artist famed 
for flag motif 
dies at age 73 

ASSOCIATED PRESS 

LOS ANGELES- Charles Wysocki, 
a painter of American life who favored 
mass appeal and commercial growth 
over critical acclaim, has died. He was 
73. 

Mr. Wysocki died of organ failure 
Monday at USC Research Hospital 
following complications from stom
ach surgery. 

American flags are embedded in 
each of his paintings, which feature 
idealized depictions of families and 
landscapes. 

Mr. Wysocki put his artwork on 
everything from popcorn tins and T
shirts to jigsaw puzzles and wallpaper, 
generating a wide and loyal fan base 
that included former President 
Ronald Reagan. 

He was earning more than 
$7 million a year from sales of the 
products, and his original acrylics 
have sold for as much as $30,000. 

Though snubbed by art critics, Mr. 
Wysocki said he was proud of his 
mass-market success. 

"I like the fact that I appeal to the 
average guy, and that my calendar, 
prints and other products are enjoyed 
by millions," he once said. 

The son of an immigrant auto
worker, Mr. Wysocki was born in 
Detroit After two years in the Army in 
Germany, he moved to Los Angeles 
and studied to become a commercial 
illustrator. 

He is survived by his wife, sons 
David and Matt and daughter Millie. 



Ronald Reagan 
HE TURNED A HUMBLE CALIFORNIA ABODE INTO THE WESTERN WHITE HOUSE 

AND HELPED A NATION BELIEVE IN ITSELF AGAIN 

~:[♦1:~ 
COVER PROFILE 

Reid Slaughter I 

dense fog hung over the Santa Ynez Valley 

on the morning of August 13, 1981. As a 

sizeable army of expectant journalists 
untangled their gear and readied for the 

moment, Secret Service agents dragged two 
pieces of leather-bound patio furniture out onto the gravel drive

way. Then, from the doorway of a small, 100-year-old 

adobe house, wearing blue jeans and cowboy 
boots, the leader of the free world emerged. 

Ronald Reagan, just six months into his 

presidency and still feeling the effects of a 

would-be assassin's bullet, was about to 

exercise his considerable mandate to 

sign into law the largest tax cut in 

American history, which reduced the 

tax rate from 70% to 28%. The aptly 

named Economic Recovery Act would 
end "stagflati on" and launch the 

Reagan Revolution. 
The former actor knew Rancho del 

Cielo ("The Ranch in the Sky") was the 

perfect place for such an occasion. It was 

literally as far from Washington, D.C., as he 

could get, and it was the place where Reagan the 

Commander-in-Chief became Reagan the common 

man, building fences, clearing away brush, riding and grooming 

his horses. 
Over the next eight years, much more history would be made 

on the 688-acre spread the Reagans purchased in 197 4 for 

Though the ranch was a sanctuary for Reagan, "he always did his 
homework first, " says Secret Service agent John Barletta. 
"There's no such thing as 'a day off' when you're the president." 

$527,000. World leaders from Margaret Thatcher to Mikhail 

Gorbachev would visit and critical policy decisions would be 

made. In fact, Reagan would spend almost 50 days per year at che 
ranch, earning it the nickname the "Western White House:' 

But for all of its notoriety, Rancho del Cielo has remained a 

remarkably private place. "Really, there were very few visitors, and 
almost nobody, even his top staff. went into the main 

house," observes John Barletta, the Boston native 

and Secret Service veteran who served as chief 
of security for the Reagans whenever the 

couple was in residence at Rancho del 
Cielo. "Everyone knew that this was his 

place to recharge;' Barletta adds. 
Cowboys & Indians received exclusive 

access to the ranch, which was 

acquired in 1998 by Young America's 

Foundation. T he foundation plans to 

preserve chis historic site and use it to 

educate young people about Reagan, 

his ideals of individual freedom, limited 

government, strong national defense, free 

enterprise, and traditional values. They also 

plan to construct retreat facilities for the ranch. 

The project is most appropriate since, as C

SPAN noted, "There is more of Reagan in chis ranch 

than in all che speeches he ever gave." The l¾shii(gton Post remarked 

chat Ranch de! Cielo was "a true national creasure ... che place to 
see the real Ronald Reagan." In the following pages, the surpris

ing humility and gentility of our 40th president is supremely evi
dent. In Reagan's own words, "This place casts a spell. I suppose 
it's the scriptural line, 'I look to the hills from when cometh my 

strength: I understand it better when I'm up here." 

~ 137 ~ 
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Famous for his naps, the Chief Executive 
preferred his ranch hammock over any other spot. 

Facing the press in August 1981, Reagan 
signs the largest tax cut in American history. 

Grooming El Alamein, his magnificent and 
difficult Arabian, a gift from Mexico's president. 

Greeting Queen Elizabeth and Prince Philip who 
arrived in "the worst rainstorm we ever saw." 

--,:3 138 ~ 

LTFE ON THE RANCH 

Over the more than 40 visits Reagan made to the ranch during his 

presidency, a certain routine developed. Each morning, a Secret Service 

agent would pick up the daily dispatch of presidential papers from the 

office in Santa Barbara. According to Barlerra, Reagan would work 

through them right away. "People would say, 'Oh, he's out of town' or 

'on vacation; but that means nothing. The presidency and all the work 

that goes with it goes wherever the President goes:' 

And so did the enormous security detail. Reagan was virtually never 

alone, and for the morning ride, which could take anywhere from two 

to four hours, the parade of security must have been a sight to see. 
Barletta always rode next to the President ( whose Secret Service code 

name was "Rawhide"); behind chem, Mrs. Reagan ( code name 

"Rainbow") and another agent. Following them was a custom-made 

Hummer ( code nan1e "Halfback"), built exclusively to handle the 

rough terrain of the ranch. Inside were four to six agents carrying heavy 

weapons, regular and satellite phones, emergency medical equipment 

and, of course, the "football;' the code name for a briefcase contain

ing nuclear missile launch codes. 

Every effort was made to preserve a sense of serenity for the 

President while also employing the vast array of high-tech security and 

communication devices that are now a standard part of the office. 

Trees were planted around the command posts where agents, snipers, 

Seabees, and other military personnel lived and worked. Taking a tip 

from Disneyland, fake boulders were ordered from the Disney compa

ny to hide sophisticated motion detectors, electrical wires, and sensors. 

Trail numbers were carved into rocks located along the riding paths to 

track the president's position moment-by-moment on a photographic 

map shot from space by the Air Force. 

Each ride ended with Reagan jumping off his horse and going to 

help his wife off her horse, then giving her a kiss and a hug. Woe to 

the overzealous agent who might try to help the First Lady off her 

horse before the President got to her. 
'The President's idea of 'relaxing after lunch' was different than 

most folks;' Barletta recalls. "He liked to do chores:' Indeed, despite 

the fact Reagan was 70 years old when he took office, he delighted in 

the grirry work of ranch life, and would keep his security detail ( who 

quickly learned the cowboy work ethic of pitching in to help) huffing 

and puffing while pruning trees, building hundreds of feet of fencing 

out of old telephone poles, constructing a dock on their pond, "Lake 

Lucky;' or laying the stones for the patio in front of the main house. 

The six-one, 184-pounder was fond of saying, "Taking care of a ranch 

is the best workout there is." 

All of the work was tempered with a genuine desire to slow down 

and drink in the extraordinary beauty of the ranch itself "Rancho de! 

Cielo can make you feel as if you are on a cloud looking down at the 

world," Reagan said. "From the house we look across the meadow at a 

peak crowned with oak trees and beyond it, mountains that stretch 

toward the horizon. From some points on the ranch, you can watch 

boats cruising across the Santa Barbara Channel, then turn your head 

and see the Santa Ynez Valley unfold like a huge wilderness amphithe

ater before your eyes." 



Reagan's abili ty ro main ta in perspective was also one of hi s 
strongest points as president, according to Barl etta. 

"I remember when we were flying back from the Reykjavik 

Summit in Iceland," he recalls. "The Russians had said that unless the 

U.S. put a halt to its 'Star Wars' initiative, they would refuse to bar
gain on the other points. Reagan would not give in , and we lefr there 

with nothing. Everyone on Air Force One was very discouraged, 

knowing the press would label the trip a failure. Then here came the 

President strolling through the cabin, smiling and celling jokes. H e 

also said the end of the Soviet empire was coming, and chat 
Communism was about to crumble. He was absolutely right." 

Patience is a quality more common to older men, and so is faith. 

Reagan's steadfast belief in God was a favorite subject on his rides 

with Barletta. "He is a strong Christian," says Barletta, who protected 

Reagan for 17 years before retiring. "He felt very blessed. H e also 

loved going to church, but on the couple of occasions when we organ
ized it, the presidential security measures- blocking off streets, clear

ing surrounding buildings, doing background checks- paralyzed the 
city of Santa Barbara, so he stopped. He called the ranch his 'cathe

dral in the sky.' 'This is where I'll worship from now on; he said." 

In the evenings, Mrs. Reagan would ring the big black bell on the 

porch, signaling it was time for dinner. The President was a man of 

simple culinary tastes and usually asked for a bowl of macaroni and 

cheese. At night the Reagans would sit on the couch together and 
watch movies or favorite TV shows such as Murder She Wrote or Jeopardy. 

Often there was a surplus of work to be done, and the President 
would attack his "homework," as he called it, at the table in the L

shaped family room, protected by the bulletproof glass that had been 
installed into their quaint adobe. After work he would read and 

maybe fall asleep by the fire with a favorite book such as Lonesome Dove 

resting on his chest. 

"The Reagans lived a very healthy lifestyle on the ranch," says 
Barletta, "and I think that's what kept the President so youthful 

throughout his eight years. I watched Ford and Carter both grow old 

before my eyes during their terms. The job does that to you. People 
don't understand how stressful and unrelenting it is. But Reagan 

somehow stayed the same, and I think a lot of it was this place and 

his ability to unwind here." 

In fact, Rancho del Cielo proved to be a tonic for the whole pres

idential entourage. "The Secret Service guys loved it because it was 

gorgeous weather, beautiful country, and we got to take off the suits 

and wear jeans to work. The White House press corps loved it, too. I 

would see the reporters hanging out in their shorts or swimsuits at the 

pier or the Sheraton ~n Santa Barbara. Then, just before the evening 

news live shot, they would throw on a coat and tie, and order the cam

eraman to shoot them from the waist up and say, 'This is so-and-so 

with the President at the Western White House in California.' Very 

official. And, to us, very funny." 
The American West is mysterious chat way, and Ronald Reagan, 

the so-called "Cowboy President," realized the power of this place. 
H e used it to build his dream retreat. From there, he turned a trou

bled nation around and built a legacy that will last for generations. 
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Reagan was very handy with a chainsaw. 
He loved to clear brush along his riding trails. 

Exercising his horses was a daily chore for 
the President, one that he took great delight in. 

The First Lady changes bed covers in the Guest 
Room, the only place with central air and heat. 

"No place before or since has ever given Nancy 
and me the joy and serenity the ranch does." 
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Inside Rancho del Cielo 
text by Melissa Jones o photography by Byron I Co hen 

INSET: The road leading to the ranch, locat
ed atop Bald Mountain, was paved by the 
Secret Service in order to provide safe trav
el for the President. In keeping with the 
Western White House theme, the Reagans 
decided to call it Pennsylvania Avenue, 
and the ranch 's address became 1600 
Pennsylvania Avenue. 

ABOVE: Secret Service agents did not usu
ally stay inside the house, so the Reagans 
were provided with a white phone that 
summoned Secret Service protection the 
moment the receiver was lifted. 
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ABOVE: The main house and guest house overlook Lake Lucky, a pond the President had 
built for his wife. The lake was named for Mrs. Reagan's mother, a stage actress whose 
nickname was Lucky. The couple regularly canoed on Lake Lucky, and the President chose 
thi!! setting to re-propose to Mrs. Reagan on their 25th wedding anniversary. 

ABOVE: One of the changes made to the main house was the addition of this L-shaped 
room overlooking Lake Lucky. It served as a family room, game room, and dining roorll, 
where the family celebrated Thanksgiving dinner. 



ABOVE: Among the guest house furnish
ings is an antique rope bed, a gift to the 
Reagans from Ambassador William Wilson, 
the first ambassador to the Vatican City 
during the Reagan Administration. The 
painting by artist Lee Carvel is a portrait of 
Reagan as a young actor in Hollywood. 

TOP: One of President Reagan's 
cowboy hats. 
BELOW: The President's closet was 
always stocked with Wrangler shirts 
and his riding britches. 

ABOVE: The Reagans enjoyed entertaining guests to the ranch in the sitting room of the 
guest house. Among their many visitors were Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev and his 
wife, Raisa; Queen Elizabeth and Prince Philip; President George Bush and First Lady 
Barbara Bush; and British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher. 

LEFT: President Reagan's made-to-measure cowboy boots were hand-crafted prior to the 
1992 Republican National Convention by bootmaker Rocky Carroll of RJ's Boot Company 
in Houston. 
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BELOW RIGHT: The blue Jeep was a birthday gift to President Reagan from Mrs. 
Reagan and some of their friends in 1983. Mrs. Reagan worried about her hus
band driving the old red Jeep they kept at the ranch and opted for a newer, safer 
model of the vehicle her husband so enjoyed. Since presidents aren't allowed to 
drive themselves, the President loved to come to the ranch and drive his Jeep. 
He once took Mikhail Gorbachev on a tour of the ranch. Two protective agents 
rode in the back, one for Reagan and one for Gorbachev. 

ABOVE: The Reagans' penchant for history 
is wonderfully expressed by this Liberty 
Bell showerhead. 
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TOP: When he wasn't wearing a 
Stetson, Ronald Reagan wore his 
favorite Secret Service cap. 
After working or riding out on the 
ranch, the well-worn cap was 
always returned to the coat rack 
in the adobe house's entryway. 

LEFT: The famous "Tax Cut 
Table" used by President Reagan 
when he signed into law the 
largest tax cut in American his
tory, the Economic Recovery Act. 

INSET: President Reagan raised 
a few Longhorn cattle primarily 
for use as Christmas presents 
and gifts for friends. Two were 
kept as family pets: Duke and 
Duchess. The ranch herd was 
recently restocked by the Young 
America's Foundation to com
memorate that period in the 
ranch's history. 
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Downtown Santa Barbara to get taste 

of Reagan ranch 

Santa Barbara's next 
downtown tourist 
attraction will feature 
Ronald Reagan's 
ranch. 

A historic three-story 
building next to the 
train depot was 
purchased Tuesday for 
$5 million by the 
Young America's 
Foundation, less than 
four years after the 
group bought the 
former president's 
remote mountaintop 
ranch. 

The foundation is 

By Mark Van DeKamp 
Santa Barbara NEWS-PRESS, October 24, 2001 

S'TEVENAI.ONE I NEWS-PRESS 
Floyd G. Brown stands in front of the Young Ametiea.'s 
Foundation's .new State Str~et building. 

thrilled to have secured a downtown site where it can educate thousands of high school 
and college students about the historical significance of the Western White House and 
events that occurred while the president was here in Santa Barbara County. 

"We believe this building at 217 State St. is ideal," said Floyd G. Brown, executive 
director of the Young America's Foundation. "We'll bring the ranch to Santa Barbara." 

The 688-acre Rancho de! Cielo atop Refugio Road is about 30 miles northwest of Santa 
Barbara. The narrow, zigzag route to the ranch is a barrier to visitors trying to get to the 
retreat where Mr. Reagan spent 345 days during his two-term presidency . 

.. ;~t:~~~.,_. )lff:.~:~~~~-:--; .. ~~ ·~j~}= \;·.~~~~:~ Convenient access to downtown Santa 

http://www.reaganranch.org/leadership/media/sbnp_l0_24_0l.htm 01/16/2003 
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Barbara, the refurbished train station, and plenty of parking in the adjacent city-owned 
parking lot make the new State Street location perfect, Mr. Floyd said. Directly across 
the street is the future home of the Santa Barbara Region Chamber of Commerce visitors 
center. 

The Reagan Ranch Visitors Gallery will be dedicated to teaching about Mr. Reagan's 
principles as well as his life, with extra emphasis on his years at the ranch. Historic 
items, including the original table on which the president signed the largest tax cut in 
American history, will be on display. 

"We plan to open the visitors' gallery to the public in late 2002; it will help us to 
dramatically expand our outreach," Mr. Brown said. 

The visitors gallery will be on the ground floor of the building. There's plenty of room to 
recreate portions of the ranch, as well as space for video presentations and interpretive 
displays. The foundation also is planning to install the blue Jeep in which Mr. Reagan 
hosted world leaders, including Mikhail Gorbachev. 

Eventually, the visitors gallery could expand to the second floor. The foundation will use 
the the third floor for offices. All this is spelled out in the city's zoning, so Mr. Floyd 
anticipates a smooth transition. 

Important speeches and original letters will also be on display. One of the centerpiece 
displays will be the Loraine Wagner collection of Reagan correspondence. These 216 
letters, written by Mr. Reagan to his pen pal over the course of 50 years, provide an 
intimate look into Mr. Reagan's mind. 

The distinctive 20,946-square-foot building, originally built in 1907, is located next door 
to the brick building that houses the Enterprise Fish Co. restaurant. It contains a pizza 
restaurant, but the rest of the building is vacant. 

The Young America's Foundation closed escrow Tuesday afternoon. The sellers were a 
partnership of executives at Venoco Inc., an independent oil and gas company 
headquartered in Carpinteria. Broker Steve Hayes of Blair Hayes Commercial Realty 
handled the transaction. 

The foundation is presently based in a building next to the downtown post office but will 
be moving into its newly purchased building within weeks. 

In addition to caring for the ranch and now the downtown center, the Virginia-based 
Young America's Foundation continues to bring speakers from the Reagan 
administration to Santa Barbara to lecture students about the virtues of freedom, limited 
government and values. 

http://www.reaganranch.org/leadership/media/sbnp_10_24_0l.htm 01/16/2003 
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Group plans Santa Barbara Reagan center 

Foundation would display items from former president's ranch 

By Jean Ortiz, iortiz(&VenturaCountyStar.com 

December 27, 2004 

A $16 millir,n project to renovate a historic Santa Barbara hotel to house items from President Reagan's ranch 
has begun, an official involved in the undertaking said. 

The Virginia-based Young America's Foundation, which has owned Reagan's ranch since 1998, is not affiliated 
with the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library and Museum in Simi Valley and does not see itself as a 
competitor, foundation Executive Director Floyd Brown said. 

Advertisement 

The group bought the State Street building in 2001 and was awarded the building 
permit just last week. It hopes to open in spring 2006. 

Foundation officials also are working to find a way for visitors to reach Reagan's remote 
Rancho del Cielo, he said . The ranch can open to the public once the foundation can find 
a safe way for visitors to gain access. 

"As an initial step to that, we felt it was important that we bring as much of the ranch to 
as wide a r,.oup of the public as we could, and that's why we decided to build the 
Reagan Ranch Visitors' Center," he said. 

The foundation relies on private donations and has garnered about $8 million for the 
renovation project, he said. 

He's confident the group can raise the remaining amount and continue to garner support 
in the future, he said. 

"I don't see any problem with that," he said. "People love President Reagan and they 
want his story to be told." 

The group's plans won't take away from the library's fund-raising efforts, he said. 

"I think many people give to both," he said. 

That may be the case, said Michael Nilsen, public affairs director of the Virginia-based 
Association of Fundraising Professionals. 

Nonetheless, the world of charitable giving has grown more competitive in the past 20 
years, he said. Since 1986, the number of charitable groups has tripled, while the 
amount given has doubled, he said citing figures from the Internal Revenue Service. 

Having two organizations raising money for similar missions can create competition, but 
it's not always a hindrance to either grr)up, he said. 

"I'm not convinced with two of them, particularly if one just simply dwarfs the other, 
that that's .. ecessarily a bad thing," he said. "It certainly raises awareness." 

http://www.venturacountystar.com/vcs/cda/article_print/0,1983,VCS_226_3427226_AR... 12/27/2004 
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It also helps that a figure clearly revered by a large sector of the population is at the 
heart of their efforts, he said . 

Library spokeswoman Melissa Giller said she could not comment on the efforts of the 
Young America's Foundation or how it could affect the library. 

The library, meanwhile, is gearing up to open the $25 million Air Force One Pavilion this 
summer and has garnered about $21 million in donations for the project, which will 
showcase the Boeing 707 used to transport Reagan around the world during his two 
terms in office. 

The library and museum is the official repository of presidential documents and related 
memorabilia of his time in office. Visitors also can learn about his childhood, the years 
leading up to his political career and his stint as California governor. 

"The library is really a must-see," Brown said. 

The ranch serves a different purpose, he said. 

"We're more like Monticello," he said, referring to Thomas Jefferson's home. "More the 
personal side of the president -- his love of the West, his love of horses, his love of 
freedom." 

The Santa Barbara visitors center and museum will feature items such as Reagan's Jeep 
and tools he used, as well as information about the radio broadcasts he made from his 
ranch, which was sometimes referred to as the Western White House, he said. 

Interest in Reagan's life continues to build, as record numbers of visitors have turned 
out at the library and the Young America's Foundation has seen plenty of interest from 
people wanting to visit the ranch, even though it isn't yet open, he said. 

"I think President Reagan is well loved these days," he said. "It's great that we 've got 
these facilities to teach people more about President Reagan ." 

On the Web : 

http://www. reaqanranch. com 

Copyright 2004, Ventura County Star. All Rights Reserved. 
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When Reagan Rode 

By Tod Lindberg 
THE WASHINGTON TIMES 

SANT A BARBARA, Calif 

Ronald Reaagan's 88th birthday is this week, and once again, because of the 40th president's 
ill health, we will have to do the commemorating for him. In Simi Valley, Calif., this week, the site 
of the Reagan Library, scholars, former officials in his administration and old friends will gather to 
mark the occasion, as well as the passage of ten years' time since he left office. 

Ten years? It doesn't seem like it could possibly be so long. The impressions seem too vivid, more 
robust to this day than anything that lingers from the administrations of his two successors. 

"Mr. Gorbachev, tear down that wall!" The daring of that exhortation is breathtaking -- all 
the more so now that the wall is long gone, as is the Soviet Union and the Warsaw Pact; 

Germany is one country; the Baltics are free and independent; and Poland, Hungary and the 
Czech Republic are NATO allies. As well, the tireless defense of freedom Mr. Reagan 
mounted -- in particular, the collective economic rationality that took hold during his 
administration, according to which the ability of the marketplace to improve our 
material condition finally won pride of place over the vanities of central planners and regulators . 

Some conservatives want to give Mr. Reagan the credit for the economy of the 1990s. If the 
policy argument is dubious -- one must also take into account the sudden and surprising 
Democratic affection for the bond market in the 1990s --the sentiment is admirable. We truly did 
cross the economic Rubicon in the early 1980s, and no one had more to do with achieving this 
political reality than Mr. Reagan. 

And, to pick an example about which the Left was especially vicious in its caricature of 
Mr. Reagan, it looks like he may get his missile defense after all. 

In many startling ways, IO years after his departure, the political debate in Washington is still on 
the terms he set. How was he able to do this? The question has baffled many a better mind than 
mine. Edmund Morris, his official biographer, is said to have been agonizing for years in his effort 
to capture the essence of the man. His much-postponed effort is due this spring, apparently with 
the rather unpromising title "Dutch: A Memoir." Dutch? A childhood nickname? For the man who 
won the Cold War? This seems to promise eccentricity. Perhaps simplicity is a better approach -
or so it seems to me now, especially after a visit to the Reagan ranch in the hills outside of Santa 
Barbara. The Reagans bought the 688-acre spread in 1974, and it is the place to which Mr. 
Reagan returned again and again until 1995, when his failing health made it impossible. In total, 
he spent as much as a year of his eight years in office here. Rancho del Cielo -- ranch in the sky 
-- now belongs to the Young America's Foundation, which acquired the property last year with 
the admirable intention of preserving it and using it as a place to teach college students about Mr. 
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Reagan and his legacy. Nancy Reagan has been especially helpful to the project. Most of the 
personal items at the ranch were removed to the Reagan Library after the Reagans' last visit. Mrs. 
Reagan has been bringing them back and helping Marc and Kristen Short, who run the project for 
Young America's Foundation, to restore the look and feel of the surprisingly modest, 
1,500-square-foot house. Apart from family, the Reagans never had overnight guests at the 
ranch. They did entertain there, inviting people up for lunch and perhaps a horseback ride, but 
that was all . As president, Mr. Reagan kept his staff seven miles down the hill on the coast, in 
Santa Barbara proper. And on most days, the press office there would issue statements on the 
president's activities along the following lines, maddening to those trying to find a story to cover: 
After lunch with Mrs. Reagan, the president rode and cleared brush. That's it. The place reeks of 
historicity. It is almost as if the Reagans have merely stepped out, and one is a voyeur on a guided 
tour of an unauthorized nature conducted by a daring housekeeper. Is it really all right to eat a 
roast beef sandwich at Mr. Reagan's dining table, overlooking the fence he built out of old 
telephone poles around the pond he enlarged? And here is the table at which he signed the 1981 
tax cut. And here is his favorite cap, the sweat-stained one that says "Secret Service Mounted 
Division." And there hanging in the closet off the bedroom is the navy Polo shirt with horizontal 
white stripes familiar from scores of pictures of the robust American president riding and clearing 
brush . What's striking is that nothing about this place is the least bit fake. Evidently, he came here 
over and over again for two decades because he loved it -- the view of the valley from horseback, 
the physical labor. It's the authenticity of the man that lives on at the Reagan ranch. Maybe that's 
not a bad place to start in understanding Ronald Reagan. Here he rode and he cleared brush, a 
harmonious blend of pleasure, determination, labor and accomplishment. Elsewhere, too, he rode, 
and he cleared a hell of a lot of brush. Happy birthday, Mr. Reagan. Tod Lindberg is editor of 
Policy Review. 

-' 
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• Reagan_ ~Jtll.(:h ·"Center 
benefits. from -$1 M grant 

STEVE MALONE / NEWS-PRESS PHOTOS 

Above, Tara French, graphic and events coordinator for.the Young America's Foµndatioh ~eagan Rapch Center on State 
Street, s,et~ up an easel in the facility's visitor·~ center, which will benefit from a $1 million grant from the, Wen.dy P. M~Caw 
Foundation. At bottom, an i.,erial view of Rancho del Cielo shqws the adobe hoµ~e, a~~~~~Ll,l ~o.:la~~. ~,\J~~!:: ~~__hJonner 
President Ronald Reagan and his wife called ho111e for 25 years:- , , . · • . ~ • . 

Wendy P. McCaw Fo·undation funds 
will go to aid lower State Street facility 

. By JOE MELENDEZ 
NEWS-PRESS STAFF WRITER 

The Reagan Ranch Welcome Cen
ter has received a $1 million grant 
from the Wendy P. Mccaw Founda
tion, it was announced on Wednesday. 

The Welcome Center is part of the 
Reagan Ranch Center, the Young 
America's Foundation's new facility 
at 217 State St The grant will go 

i toward the expansion and completion 
of the Welcome Center, a Young 
America's Foundation official.said. 

In announcing the grant, a release 
from the founda,tion established by 
N~ws-Press co-publisher Wendy :p, 
lVl'.cCaw, state,¢!, "The Reagan Ranch 
Center is a wonderful resource for 
young Americans to ·1eam about and 
appreciate Ronald Reagan a.s one of 
thi~ cou~try's gr~atest presidents. . 
Rancho del Cielo was President 

,,. 

!The Welcome Centilis the· 
' A. ''"'' ':~· • \';,'< 

~ place, where all·it:it~ested t 
vi~itors lo thfj Reagan -~t:: 

V ·. ' · l}"' • · 'fl';~ • •. J·, !f~ 

1
Riinch at7{ReagflryRqpch

1 

, Center:can begin. their ·•)I] 

• experi~nce lfith the Young,· 
America)sFvundatidh. " 

,Reagan's western White House .yhere 
he welcomed heads of state from 
Mai·garet Thatcher to Mikhail Gor
bachev. With his global welcome to 
visitors it seems fitting to carry on his 
tradition of hospitality welcoming 

Please see REAGAN on A6 
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phi.ce b~fore 'or since n&s ever given • 'Re,~ga~- Ranch and Reag&n Ranch 
Na,pcy a.nd we the)oyJmd serenity it C~mter can .begin .their experiep.c'~ _ 
does.' ~e~ c&lled. ~is Santa. Barpa.r~. with .. the Young AmeriGt~ 

. . , . . :anc~ home.for 11ec:1rl1 ~5 rears, rnd)t J.jlqundation. , ' , . ,. • ~ •. 
those who share his v1s\on at,, the 1sfitti~t~at1rnr9,?J!nent1eader,1110-qr .. nserves as a locatiop for.~tµc;leqi 

' ~eqg(¼n Ranch Welcom~ O;nter. oommµmty WOlJlcl stept fgrwarq, ~q, who are arriviQg .fc;,r a Ie~der.ship 
. 1n 1998, :Young _Americas Fo1q1djl~ . ensure .. that th~. 'llec\gan .. Ranch. I$ • . program, for tourists eager to expert ,., 

,rt10n, a consery?t~ve yquth ~utn~ach • preserv~d ~pd 1tf.'i ~t~~-~ba~ed, with. .ence . the R~agan Ranc;ll Cente.r 
yrogram, stel?ped forwa,rd to ensure gener~1orn~ to •. cow~\ ,We re ~err, 1 exhibit gallery-.schedqleq for comr 
the preservat10n o~the ReaganRa,nch ~tefu! for l\'Irs. McCa~ sge11eros1ty, _ -Rh:)tion this year, or where conserv~<t
forfuture generatjons. _ said Reagan Rane!\ director Andrew .. • tive leaders arrivir1gto Santa Barbara 

The Reagan Ranch Welcome Cen- Coffin. ; . .. • . 
ter in downtown Santa Barbara was Retired Secret Service agent and c~n g~ve a lecture. , ;'!, 
designedto complement the rap.ch at Rea,gan Ranch Board of Governors , In a state'?e~t released_ PY t}im, ~- . 

. • 1 ·Rancho-del Cielo, providir1g a µome . member . ,John Barletta . 11..<icJ~~; . ... Yo~llg ~.nH;;ic~ s .-~ounq~tioQ, ·the 
for You9g America's ~oun_dation s~-, _.'. '~.o.qaJq Reaga~ loye-('\:trtsrfuwh mor~- ~oqp ~at?, It IS with gratitude. ;m? 
dent programs and an eas1Jy a,ccess1-

1 
tba?. a,ny o~~r ~Rot o,p e;i.rt,h. "Jt) a,r,prer1a_t1on tpat You_ng ,A,menra s 

ble place to snare the_ story of ~o-~qld _· thhUmg _t9 · see. j:he ~?,nt? • ~a.rb_q'.~~-,- . Fo4~q~t10n Pl'lrtn~rs ~1th th~.~ endy 
. Reaga,n's w!')stem Wµ.ite House w\th a J cowmumty begm to recogm~~ Just _ P, l)'lcCaw Foundft1011 m ho11onr1gthe 
worldwide audience of visitors to . bowimporta,nttllisranchisto U.~ .. ~m;t q'J ife ::ind ideas of qur nattqr!'s' '40th, 

. SantaBarbara. . worldhistory.", • . ' •• president" . ., 1·;;; 

"WhenRonaJdReaganrefledeqon The Welcome CeQter)s tqe pla,ce , ,., ,: 
. Rancho de! Cielo, he said that · 'No '.'Jhere all interested visitors to the ,, e-mail:jmelendez@newspress.cpm . ~l 

-; 
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re -th~d aoo ~ 
o Ronald.-Rea 
Ranch Center · 
-tpr t estivhi~ • 

r , 
By ~ILL l\l;cMORRIS 

_{ 

,,wen -over ~()(} peoph:r tupne'd Ol~trat tb~:;f~'! 
R ... j?tft~~go Ranch Crutes,, loc~ted at .,; 
217S tr► '· ce~ 

:-!18th oiB;hday C!D E1ri(lay. • ,,- • • '. 
· : '1.itiose in attendance , were treated to • ) 
extiusive ~µr:s of the c'enter, which h,as • 

. undergone • extensive renovations ~n¢~l , ,,_ . • .- ,1r 

iJI1prov~m~q~ ·ovri;- th~ past; several YElllfS1 

·,J\1 .. -0n~~f~etj~~-~e!'JW<'!~.tc);t~ElCente~VfWI 1· 
: an · e~eµsrye, seO!)JJ-d~p9ori, ~~Hecy, 1,whwh,JFt, 

,,.;re.atµted aµtbJ11ate'1 ~gisplays: tlla.t1 1'l}ow ,''. 
, • ' ~ -1:lst<i to listen to, an(! ~~i,C.}MqitJe. 6fBr,e~t~ :h, 

'. dent Reagan's •,mo~t.,tf~izpo1s ·~speecl:tes>t''. 
debates and addresses. i, • • ·,: ' ' . · . , • , 

Thi') gallery impressed bcSB jl,lIµQI' and 
,ROTC , candidate 'Hunter J,ackso11. ''It's ,. 

!
,_·. amazing_ how well they did a. t preserving, all , 
, of tl),is p.istory," he said, as he adip.ired Mr, 

Reagan's sky qlue Jeep, 
Thatvehicle was the on1ypafl;ofthe gallery 

i~ place when Eyan McNjc)1olas, exe~utive _ . , _., ._. , _ - , ,,,. ~-,.. .,1, ,"'\t :: , , ,, _ . , - ~ - , q -- , .. , 
direptor of the' UCSB CoUege,Repubhcans, ,Seyeral' !)irt~day'cal<e$' hb11orin'sffor-m~r, Preside,i!t, R9na!cf~eagan v,ere .s~J , 
first c_ame to ~he center, . ,,, • , . dur,ing an open hou·sp•to .~elebr-aJe tt,e 40th l:J.S PresiderWs birthday at an opeA 

"It1s~maz1ngto .seeh~W\hfcenterkeeps ; • • '' ' · ; , ,.ri ,, t, '•', , .,. .,. •• , . .. \;, ., • 1' •1 • , • , , : • " , 

e~pandmg.Itservesas,aremm(\erofthemost hquse at the y~~-n~ ~~~rlca ! F~u~~~J1on>'ls R911ald Reagan ~ar,ich.C~nter on 
itifluential, pres_ident_,of tbe,. ~oth century,"· " siate·s1reet.._ , , . • 11 i:' . :, ~, , 1 

said the 22-year-old juftjor. • , ' . : . _, . . . . , _ , / 
,Eveµ knowledga~Ie :,:i'eigai:i fans walked on !:land· to sign ·copies of hi$ book, ' '.:Riding , 1• ~.erve as an ajde to th,e "Gipper,'! ,as fr,i.ends 

~mt of the celebration • a little • more with Reagan" µµt not rp.any could have. ' called him. In fact, she was· en(rus,tecl with • • 
enlighten~d. '· 1 '~ • •·· kwiwnMr.Reaganasl_onga,~l\;la~el'forpy~e., . on~_ ,~f th¢ bigges~ re~pppsjbilittes iip. '1the 

"I, consider myself a jlug~ fan ofReagan, Ms. N: ordyke1s~latioqsli1pwJ!h~s.~g~~t . • White Hou_se- mamtammg ~ ~table le.~el of 
J:>1.~t t~ere are a lot of speecl)es and facts ~ere Reega,n.stret,ches bap4,_f l:/:r 8~Y9\1i;i h1prg!:!~ ,J(ll!y :f3e1Jy J,\:llly ~e;;tP..~ to sustam the pres1denti 
that! was un/iw~re oft · s_aid S~nta B~rb~ra· _ .J•rJbEf Qaliforni~ .~~-~~tJ~~~rs1~tl~~~~t9 , .. ,,ang ~es~ ofJhe1Wh~te}ious~- . , • . 
County • R~pubbcan / }j1xecutive • p1r~ctor . , . n1f.fi~to~teer,:~~ ~,.l:lPQit.:sRr,?ij?Qast

1
er;,i~ t~et,;l>il• '.•vNP,}R-e~g~n .rri~etp;ig, be 1t • between _a · 

Corey Bant1lan, as he took an aud10-VIsl!~J:.v~M¼2~es~ ;I)he,9Q,Je~r::<?ld':•re~19ent'J h~ti~p..1ftij~~~kqft~¥1tt or:perrsohF1l guest, co~ld.9rgin 
·. tour of the ~~nter. i,, "", . student qt the Umvers1tY; of low~, Jrnewtnat . w1t}lp1,1t, th~ Pr~s1clent a_rst presentmg ,a: f;\,1,ll 

, ' There were several people iq att;endarw~ there was _ s0methiqg special .about ~r- .:J>owl of t!1e cand;v,,accordingtQ Ms. 0Nor.qyke. 
1 • '!hat ~ew Jhe late . 'preside~t person~lly, i:- ia~~ap; ·Jt,:was tp~ ~~1);11!,W. 9r ,a-:r~lr,trd.nz,:'·~:j( :Eotr HE:Pre.f}'~fJ\}wc;~ptures the pe$ 9pql . 

mcludmg former Secret SfrvI~e agent aijcj ·, sh\P, that1'V_QJ.llq i,pan S\f ;µecad~s, \t , '\ ~--, •'. vl- -
1''•!' " 1, $., ·',ll / :. ,. : ; ;'. . _ ' 

Reagan confiqanteJohn Barie~, wp.o ~~.s -~ ,fyls. •No~yk,e 'Yo~ld ~y,~ptllall;Y'.<!owe:to ., )i!:fi:'j~ :'~~~~. s~~ ~GAN onA10 
. • _. ,... . ... , ; .. , - , .. • • , , •• . • • -~1, . ., ., ,,.,,·1'i't'ViH/io\J.l,, :t'":;(:;1;_}'· 
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and friendl~ nature of Reagan," she 
said, as she gestured towards a bag of . 
jellybeans on the table. 

"It is great fu 'be her(;) and see all
these people, especially whenI get to 
see pld,{riends like John Barletta,"·· 

' Ms. Nordyke said, as she layered her 
• table with personal photos ofherseif 

.,and ~~ ,p.restdent ·. ':And ,J. cannot ,,, . 
believe'the amount :of youngpeop1e , 
and,childrenthat are:here''today.'? ' • 

·1aentical twins' Tyler .~nif .Ryan 
McLeful/3, wer'e amQngfhe.dozens of 

· children on hand to ce1ebrate the late 
.presicleht's life.1Guests1,especia11ytlie• ' 

I
' McLeancbildren,erij,qy;ed_th.e slew·of , 

· • bir,thday. , cak~s. be¢ng . :ttie . presis 
j dent's image.and lightrefresbments 
1 . . • offered.at the reCE:lfltiori, ~- • .. . , , , .· . . ,, ;r ,,. . . . , .. , 11-:tt;·· • ""- ,,., .. • . . , . :iv. ,;, • • .. . • ., ~ . ,-· ::: ·-- -,··;;·:-;:-··J',-··:·., , .. 
I' ; • Ryan and ~ler's;,faniily., liowev.er, ,Abov,e Jeft,,Andrew ,Coffin, ileft,, director (>f,thei;Ronald 1Rt:Sagan ]ilaridb•Center., .chats ,Witb .Doµg :a~d'.itareri"O.r.awford of Santa Baf.bar.~;~duririg·a ,', 

toakt?emalongfortbet'.thour,dt'l· ·, _c_eleb~a~Qn :of';Pr~~ic;l~~t :Reaganis .bii:tt,g~~f~~p,je ·riij_h.t.,:Ma_rge;Nir~yk~ pi?udlf d~:s.pl_ays':a'.ph~t~-~ther:~ith·Presiclenf~~,9~!1- ,~~ir,ii ~er_ ;,. , 
'~~:ire:::.n Beac ' ': °'; tZ(?Y,, ,,l :a~ LO~~er ,P~,ot?~ showmg b,~r. -~:~r~719.~i;;•~!~~t1~n'-~lt~~tt1;e R~ag,n~ ·.'fl;~~m~ B~}bara lll~p~g:,he:-1;~~~~~;,~t,i!! :e~~njhel,P~d,t~~•~r:e,s!d~ot .• • 

.. , "We wanted fuem,to-star.t l_eal:Qing -a~qu1re bas,s of !~!IY bear1, ff Of!! -~,~11.P¥J1?~..P.~J~lly :~,l!V;}!11aker ,of1onepf Pr~1d~nt,Rea,gar,1 dor:1ttest treats. , • \' r. .. ,J, , 

' history-:nottomentioncon&ervative , . , . •. -1 • ,, .. •~ ,,., ';~:if;t•j/;ri:~"~ ·,.,tf'!"'·";i·' · '. ,,'~" 1 ""'fI.f: -~ ')< '•
4 ,- .. .,.< ,,,.1 ,;;'.""'·m·_" ":, ,::· 

. idras • ~ ··young," said .. the . twins' •• Nordylce,''has;alwqyS had,an -affi,riity. y '.J:flii¥:~ilneofrtiyJli'e.ros, i1DdI:waitt, " .. Saritai½arbaq1 cbrtu:iumi~'.:1 ,-., .. ;; . - :'""'.that . fITSt .·year, ;.now·~ we'.rie sefeing 
~ . _grandmother Elaine Wilmot for.Mr. Heagan;datingbackto his own · tosliai:e:thatwitlrniygrandchildren:" 1. • ·'"' [l'b.e ,centeris seeing an :increasing · •. Jneady 400;'1 M:r. 'I'p.om~scm:said., • 

1- • Tliatisoneoftheve:ryreason~wh;y encounter with ·the late president . r\'ouJig;-;iAme:rdca's "'Foundation, a • segment -@f-tnecomniunity..tn:rriing .} 'T.helincreasEdh,Iocal':1int~resfis a 
: • the center opens its doors. ·every • Mr. Wilmot was 19 when he served ;is nonpmfit. oxgani'zatiori lilllled at pro- out for the,celebration. • . : 4, ,,~ test.amentt:0 :)Rei'\gan, ·as much as itis 

feb. 6,, i according • ·19 Executive '' an extra ,in the Ronald 'Reqgan com- motihg.teQp.s(;liivatism on ·colleg~ ' 0 . 'GeorgE}_'Th9mpsq:ri, wlJ,p·selivE}S. as ' ·the 'center,~~ecordingto:Mr .. :Co'ffin. 
Director Andrew Cotfm.: ','.tt allows us··- ·edy "Bedtime for Bonzo." canipuses,has:hostecl the celebration·· • me eareJ;aker :at '.Reagarf s:'home ,in . " ·"This jl!lst demonstrates,how:much 
to ·share with. the c9mmlinity the. . :'.'IfollowedReaganallthewayfrorn .. ·'fortfie,pastseV:eiaI-years. , ,. .•• • Y ,,. -s ~nta 'Baroara C0unty,0 'Ran~h0 del goodwill :-and ;ap~recia:tion .peopl~ 

!_ 

• ide~l~ that Reagan •de:Qned;.~tp.os·e headtmg fue Screen Actor's Guilq, to "Now;isanafuraltimeforus.th o,pen • • Qielo, has' ·seen farnout / inerease have forRona]dReagan and_wha:t'he 
. ideas that the·center.wants'.to pass on " • hecoming,the governor of-California , u:p our, -doo~ , ,and.- honor .Ronald dramatically since he fi,rst ,,came. to ·' did ifor this '.country~'"..'he said:n 
'to fufuregenerations.':'he said. · .to his days in the White House," said Reaga~," said Mr. Coffin. "We ge,tto .,; .the.celebrationfour,years:ago. ' '' • , ; ":. r, , . ·: ,-. - • 
• Her .husband • Dave, , lil~e Ms. , Mr. Wilmot·admiringly. sbar.e a part.of1ocal history witn:the "We.on'ly.had aboutlOO,t:triaybe 150 e-mail:'bmcmorns@newspress.com 

. . . , . - · . ~ I . . •'Ii!, ., • .. :if , -~ 
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Reagan Ranch 
An Excerpt from Reagan: His Life and Legend 

By Max Boot 

Photography By National Archives 

MAN OF THE PEOPLE. When our 40th president relaxed and recharged at his California 

ranch, the American people saw a septuagenarian who not only loved his land but was 

capable of hard work. 

Published On: 
October 20, 2024 

The White House is a 

museum, an office building, 
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and a five-star hotel all in one. 

Most newly elected presidents 

appreciate having some 90 

household staff at their 

disposal but find it hard to 

adjust to a life in which they 

are not allowed to drive or 

shop for themselves - or 

even to walk the streets 

anytime they feel like it. 

Their movements are tightly 

constricted by the demands of 

security; their every public 

utterance, no matter how 

prosaic, is instantly 

transcribed and treated as 

news. Bill Clinton described 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue as 

"the crown jewel of the 

federal penitentiary system," 

and Barack Obama 

complained, "It's like a circus 

cage, and I'm the dancing 

bear." 

Gilded Cage 

This excerpt 

may not be 

reproduced, 

stored in a 

retrieval 

system, or 

transmitted 

in any form 

byany 

means 

without the 

prior written 

permission 

ofthe 

publisher. 

Although he had lived much of his life in the 

public eye, Ronald Reagan also expressed 

frustration at what he described as a "bird-in

a-gilded-cage sense of isolation" once he 

moved into the White House on January 20, 

1981. More than once he would stare out the 

window, envying the freedom of ordinary 

https://landreport.com/reagan-ranch-rancho-del-cielo 3/16 
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people as they walked by on Pennsylvania 

Avenue. 

In early February 1981, he wanted to continue 

his usual practice of going to a store to buy 

First Lady Nancy Reagan a Valentine's Day 

card. His Secret Service detail took him to a 

nearby gift shop. The result, as an aide wrote, 

was "total pandemonium, as stunned 

customers milled around and a crowd of 

onlookers formed." 

"That was just about my last shopping 

expedition outside the White House," Reagan 

ruefully wrote. "It caused such a commotion 

that I never wanted to do that to a shopkeeper 

again." 

ANNIVERSARY GIFT. The Reagans celebrated 

their 30th anniversary in high style with a new 

riding mower. 

Little wonder that Reagan sought, at every 

opportunity, to escape the gilded cage. On 

most weekends, the Reagans headed to Camp 

David, the presidential retreat in the Catoctin 

Mountains of Maryland. But whenever there 

was a longer break, they took off for their 

spartan, 688-acre ranch in the hills near Santa 

Barbara, California. 

https://landreport.com/reagan-ranch-rancho-del-cielo 4/16 
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Anyone who wants to find out who 

Ronald Reagan really was needs to visit his 

ranch, now a museum maintained by the 

Young America's Foundation. The ranch was 

his favorite place in the world - and a 

remarkably modest home for a Hollywood 

celebrity, much less a president of the United 

States. 

Like Lyndon B. Johnson and George W. Bush, 

Reagan cultivated a down-home image at his 

ranch. The pictures of Reagan riding a horse or 

wielding a chainsaw suggested he was still 

vigorous even though he was nearly 78 by the 

time he left office in 1989. And his simple, 

spartan life at the ranch showed the voting 

public that he had not let power and celebrity 

go to his head. 

It was the version of Reagan revealed at the 

ranch - affable, modest, unaffected, down-to

earth, hardworking - that lay at the core of his 

political appeal. Contrary to the popular 

perception, he seldom played a cowboy in the 

movies - he complained to his bosses at 

Warner Bros. about being cast in romantic 

comedies rather than in Wild West shoot-'em

ups - but at the ranch, he came to embody the 

popular stereotype of the cowboy. 
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REMARKABLY MODEST. The Western White 

House was actually a century-old adobe 

homestead that totaled just 1,500 square feet. 

A Modest "Ranch in the 
Sky" 

The Reagan ranch - the third he had owned, 

after earlier spreads in Northridge and Malibu, 

California - is located amid the chaparral and 

grasslands of the Santa Ynez Mountains. The -

Reagans bought the property in 1974 for 

$527,000 near the end of his second term as 

governor of California. It featured a tiny adobe 

house that had been built in 1872 and a small 

lake that provided its water supply. There were 

few amenities, but Reagan immediately fell in 

love with the place, which offered sweeping 

views all the way to the Pacific Ocean. 

The previous owner had called it Tip Top 

Ranch. The Reagans renamed it Rancho del 

Cielo, or Ranch in the Sky, and the former 

governor set about making it livable with help 

from two former state police bodyguards who 

became close friends: Willard "Barney" 

Barnett and Dennis LeBlanc. Working with a 

contractor, they expanded the house, replaced 

the roof, added a patio, and built a wooden 

fence around it. 

When they finished in early 1977, the house 

was still modest. It had only five rooms 

totaling just 1,500 square feet, and the 

downscale Western furniture and decor -

which looked as if it had been scavenged from 

a flea market - would never pass muster with 
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Architectural Digest. The appliances were 

made by Reagan's old employer General 

Electric, not a fancier brand like Thermador or 

Sub-Zero. The countertops were Formica, not 

marble. The bookshelves were full of well

thumbed volumes Reagan had read rather than 

the unread, leather-bound books favored by 

interior decorators. 

Death-Defying Chores 

Reagan was always determined to do much of 

the work on his property personally - and the 

work never ended. His son Ron Reagan 

recalled an episode in the late 1970s when, as a 

teenager, he was enlisted to help his dad build 

a patio. Reagan wanted to fashion it out of 

native sandstone, so the two of them hopped 

in an old red jeep with a trailer attached. The 

two men grunted and groaned as they filled 

the trailer with as many rocks as it could carry, 

then headed back to the house. 

But rather than going along the flat, winding 

road they had taken there, Reagan decided to 

return via a shortcut straight over a hill. After 

getting about halfway up, the jeep began to 

groan and strain. It wouldn't go any farther, 

even with his foot all the way down on the gas 

pedal. Then it began to roll backward. As they 

picked up speed going in the wrong direction, 

the younger Reagan "was fighting to maintain 

sphincter control," while his dad "looked 

almost psychotically unconcerned." 

Somehow Reagan managed to maneuver the 

jeep back to level ground, and, rather than 
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admit defeat, he insisted with characteristic 

stubbornness on going back up the hill. It took 

"four lip-chewing, throttle-grinding, pant

sharting attempts before we finally conquered 

the ridge," Ron wrote. But it was worth it: "To 

this day," he conceded, "the stone patio gives 

the old house a handsome, rough-hewn look." 

HOME OFFICE. Chief of Staff Howard Baker 

(center) and National Security Advisor Colin 

Powell (right) brief President Reagan in 

November 1987. 

Western White House 

When Ronald Reagan became president, his 

ranch became known as the Western White 

House. A helicopter pad was added, and 

temporary buildings were erected to house the 

Secret Service agents and aides who 

accompanied the president whenever he 

traveled. In all, there were roughly 175 people 

at the ranch at any one time when Reagan was 

in residence. Along with rattlesnakes and 

rabbits, the property was now roamed by 

Secret Service sniper teams. "But," as Reagan 

noted in his diary, "it is all temporary & ... 

minimal in its effect on appearance." The 

ranch remained extremely rustic, primitive, 

and isolated - just as its owner wanted it. 
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Reagan spent most of his time there either 

horseback riding or doing ranch work. Riding 

was a new challenge for the Secret Service, 

which had to set up a riding school for its 

agents. John Barletta was one of the few 

agents who was already proficient on 

horseback; he had learned from the Boston 

Mounted Police, where his father had been a 

police officer. He earned Reagan's respect, he 

told me one sunny afternoon at the ranch, by 

keeping up with him on horseback; the 

president was an excellent rider in the English 

style. (He usually wore Dehner riding boots, 

jodhpurs, and a long-sleeve shirt.) 

Reagan treasured his solitude, but that wasn't 

really possible for the president, even on 

horseback. Trailing behind him would be a 

Humvee carrying Secret Service agents, a 

doctor, a military aide with the nuclear 

football, and secure communications 

equipment. 

While Barletta was often at Reagan's side 

during morning horseback rides, the 

president's companions in afternoon ranch 

work - cutting firewood, clearing brush, 

repairing the fence, pruning trees - were 

Barney Barnett and Dennis LeBlanc. The 

white-haired Barnett, who was 68 in 1981, was 

retired from the California Highway Patrol. 

LeBlanc was a younger man - he was 35 in 

1981 - who, after leaving the state police, had 

worked as a Reagan advance man and then a 

White House aide. 

No Talking Politics 
https://landreport.com/reagan-ranch-rancho-del-cie lo 9/16 
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Reagan had long been a regular at ritzy black

tie events, but he preferred getting sweaty and 

just being "one of the guys," LeBlanc told me. 

"No matter what the day was, we'd be cutting 

or building something. He didn't have any 

other down-to-earth, working, get-dirty type 

friends. He just loved getting dirty and 

working with his hands." 

What did they talk about while working? "No 

politics," LeBlanc said. "All we did was talk 

ranch stuff or family stuff." But they were just 

as happy to pass the time in companionable 

silence. When asked by a journalist what he 

"really" thought about while "chopping all that 

wood," Reagan replied with a two-word answer 

worthy of the famously taciturn Calvin 

Coolidge: "The wood." 

Stingy Rations 

After a hard day's labor, all three men would 

be exhausted and head back to the house for 

dinner with the first lady. "Man, I could eat a 

house," LeBlanc would think to himself. But 

the actual menu was stingy. 

Nancy Reagan never cooked, so the food was 

prepared by their longtime housekeeper, Ann 

Allman. The petite first lady watched her 

figure (she was a size 2) and made sure 

"Ronnie" did too. There was only one plate of 

food per person, and the men would get up 

almost as hungry as when they sat down, but 

the unassuming president never complained 

or asked for seconds. 

https://landreport.com/reagan-ranch-rancho-del-cielo 10/16 
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After dinner, all four of them - Ron and 

Nancy, Barney and Dennis - would settle 

down in the living room to watch a television 

show like Murder, She Wrote, starring the 

redoubtable Angela Lansbury. By 9 p.m., the 

three men were usually so exhausted that they 

fell asleep in front of the set. Nancy would 

gently tap Dennis on the foot to let him know it 

was time to go to bed. He and Barney would 

shuffle out the door. Sometimes, if they were 

lucky, the housekeeper would sneak them a 

few cookies to take back to their trailer. The 

president and first lady then headed to their 

modest bedroom. 

Best Buddies 

LeBlanc said that the late Barnett "was the 

president's best buddy: They were one year 

apart, and their birthdays were the same day -

February 6. He was the only guy that I knew 

that could say, 'God damn it, Governor, you 

can't do it this way,' in regard to building 

something if the governor wasn't doing it 

correctly. And the governor would say, 'Yeah, 

okay, Barney, you're right.' How many other 

friends could talk to him like that?" (Barnett, 

who had been Reagan's driver in Sacramento, 

still called him "governor" even when he was 

president.) 

LeBlanc, too, became closer to Reagan than 

just about anyone. He was so torn up when his 

old friend died in 2004 that he couldn't bear to 

go to the funeral , he told me. He simply sat at 

home, watching the television coverage and 

sobbing. 

https://landreport.com/reagan-ranch-rancho-del-cielo 11 /16 
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A man who always remained down-to-earth no 

matter how high he climbed, 

Ronald Reagan arguably had a more intimate 

relationship and a truer friendship with his 

blue-collar buddies at the ranch than he did 

with all the grandees, such as Walter 

Annenberg or Alfred Bloomingdale, with 

whom he hobnobbed at glittering galas. That 

was Nancy's circle. Barney and Dennis were 

Ron's guys. "They were, in my opinion, his best 

friends," Reagan's long-serving secretary, 

Kathy Osborne, told me. 

READY TO RIDE. An accomplished horseman, 

the president's Secret Service detail was 

routinely challenged by his superior riding 

skills. 

Reagan never felt happier or more relaxed 

than when he was engaged in backbreaking 

labor at Rancho del Cielo. Nancy Reagan, by 

contrast, preferred to spend time in Beverly 

Hills and rode horseback only reluctantly, but 

she tolerated the visits because she knew how 

good it was for her husband physically and 

spiritually. If Rancho del Cielo wasn't 

heaven, Reagan often said, it "probably has the 

same zip code." 

Reagan was often criticized for taking too 

many vacations, especially compared with 

https://landreport.com/reagan-ranch-rancho-del-cielo 
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Jimmy Carter, who took only 97 days off 

during his four years in office. But, while 

Reagan spent more time on vacation or at a 

second home (335 days) than Bill Clinton (174) 

or Barack Obama (235), he spent fewer days 

vacationing than George W. Bush (533). Donald 

Trump, who spent at least 277 days in Palm 

Beach and Bedminster, New Jersey, during his 

single term, was also on a pace to exceed 

Reagan (although he spent far less time at 

Camp David). 

Political Payoff 

There was no political calculation in Reagan's 

frequent trips to the ranch - he genuinely 

loved going there - but he earned a significant 

political payoff nevertheless. Two of his 

biggest vulnerabilities as president were the 

perceptions that he was too old for the job -

he was the oldest president until that point, 

since surpassed by Joe Biden - and that he 

pursued policies that favored his wealthy 

supporters at the expense of the less fortunate. 

If Reagan had spent his vacation time taking it 

easy at glitzy destinations such as Palm Beach, 

Martha's Vineyard, or Hyannis Port - favored 

by Presidents Trump, Obama, and Kennedy, 

respectively - that would have reinforced the 

impression that he had lost his youthful vigor 

and was far removed from the experiences of 

ordinary Americans. 

Many reporters and historians were frustrated 

by Reagan's lack of self-awareness or 

intellectual depth, but most of the public didn't 

https://landreport.com/reagan-ranch-rancho-del-cielo 13/16 
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care. They liked the seemingly simple, down

to-earth guy who loved his country and liked 

nothing better than to engage in manual labor. 

Reagan, for his part, often said that doing 

ranch work was his form of therapy. Few 

presidents have ever gained so big an 

emotional and political payoff from their 

choice of vacation destination. 

Adapted from Reagan: His Life and Legend by 

Max Boot Copyright© 2024 by Max Boot. Used 

with permission of the publisher, Liveright 

Publishing Corporation, a division of W.W. 

Norton & Company, Inc. All rights reserved." 

RANCH HAND. The 77-year-old, shown here in 

1988, thrived at Rancho del Cielo. 

Learn more about Reagan: His Life and Legend 
at W.W. Norton. 

Buy the book at Powell's. 

STAY IN THE LOOP 
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RANCHO DEL CIELO 
The Reagan Ranch, Santa Barbara County, California.,. 



A property of great 

natural beauty and 

historic significance, 

the mountaintop ranch 

of former President 

Ronald Reagan. 

Embracing 688 acres in the Santa Ynez 
Mountains, this exceptional ranch is 
distinguished as the private retreat of 
former President Ronald Reagan, and 
the Western White House during his 
administration. Rancho del Cielo, 
"Ranch in the Sky;' commands sweep
ing views across the Santa Barbara 
coastline, Channel Islands, and Santa 
Ynez Valley. Here, a world apart from 
Washington, Reagan retreated from 
the pressures of the White House to 
the simplicity of the quiet ranch 
lifestyle he loved. 

The Reagans spent Thanksgiving at 
the ranch year after year, dining 
inside the charming century-old 
adobe house. Reagan savored time 
here, indulging his passion for 
horses, riding, and ranch chores, 

Location 

Rancho del Cielo is nestled in the 
south coast region of Santa Barbara 
County, one of the most desirable liv
ing areas in the State of California. 
Here, pastoral scenery and a 
Mediterranean climate enhance a 
splendid landscape of coastal moun
tain ranges and river valleys. 
Approximately 30 miles northwest of 
the city of Santa Barbara, the ranch 
sits at the top of the Santa Ynez 
Mountains as they rise up from the 
Pacific coastline. Beyond lies the Santa 

including trimming the oak trees on 
the sun-dappled grounds. 

As he proudly recounted to former 
Soviet President Gorbachev on a 1992 
visit, Reagan himself built the ranch's 
wooden corrals and man-made lake, 
named "Lake Lucky" after Mrs. Reagan's 
mother. Other prominent guests of the 

Ynez Valley, a fertile region renowned 
for its wine grape production, horse 
breeding, and cattle ranching. 

Property 

The private ranch of former 
President Ronald Reagan, this distin
guished property served as the 
Western White House during his 
administration, and has been enjoyed 
as the Reagan family retreat for 20 
years. Rancho de! Cielo encompasses 
688± acres atop the Santa Ynez 
Mountains, just west of Refugio Pass. 
Amid rolling meadows and towering 

ranch included Margaret Thatcher, 
Brian Mulroney, and Queen Elizabeth, 
who arrived one rainy winter day by 
four-wheel-drive vehicle. 

Expressing his great love for the 
ranch, Reagan once said, "We relax at 
the ranch, which if not heaven itself, 
probably has the same zip code." 

stands of oaks, its spectacular views 
overlook the Santa Barbara coastline, 
Channel Islands, and Santa Ynez 
Valley. The ranch retains its rustic 
character, and is interlaced with an 
extensive network of scenic riding 
trails. Much of the acreage comprises 
gently rolling terrain, with several 
small hills and the beginnings of 
canyons leading down into the valley. 
Its highest elevation rises to 2,614'± 
above sea level, atop the dramatic 
peak of Bald Mountain, at the south
west corner of the ranch. At the 
southeast corner, another peak 
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Phillips' Gift Launches Leadership Program 
Conservative activist donates breakthrough $1 Million to Reagan Ranch 

On November 23, 1998, Tom Phillips arrived at 
Rancho del Cielo for a historic visit to the Reagan 
property. The purpose of this trip was to present a 
check to Young America's Foundation for the sum 
of one million dollars-confirming the opinion of 
former Attorney General 
Ed Meese, who has 
publicly stated that "there 
is no one more important 
to the Conservative 
Movement today than 
Tom Phillips." Mr. 
Phillips' generous 
donation will forever be 
acknowledged as the 
"Lead Gift" in the 
Foundation's effort to 
preserve Rancho del Cielo 
and launch the Ronald 

Leadership 

Book Club and Regnery Publishing, a conservative 
book publisher. 

Mr. Phillips is a longtime supporter and recently 
elected board member of Young America's 
Foundation who has gained a particular interest in 

the Reagan Ranch acquisition. A tour of 
the ranch last summer convinced Mr. 
Phillips of the importance of continuing 
the Reagan legacy through the work of 
Young America's Foundation. 

"There's a sense of freedom up here 
at the ranch. You can understand why 
Reagan loved it so much .... You feel so 
far away from government," Phillips told 
a Capital S ryle magazine reporter. 

Reagan 
Program. 

Mr. Phillips is CEO 
and president of Phillips 
Publishing International, 

Publisher and activist Phillips 
is a Jong-time supporter of 
lvung America's Foundation. 

Standing on a stone patio built by the 
President himself, just behind the table 
where the largest tax cut in U.S. history 
was signed into law, Mr. Phillips proudly 
presented his contribution to Young 
America's Foundation Executive Director 
Marc Short and Director of 
Development Kristen Short. 

a prominent and rapidly expanding diversified 
publisher. PPI is well-known among conservatives 

'There 's a sense if freedom up here at 
the ranch. You can understand why 
Reagan loved it so much . .. " 

for its publication Human Events, the standard bearer 
for conservative newspapers, and for its Conservative 

"It's important to preserve that 
legacy of freedom, free enterprise, optimism and 
opportunity for all," Mr. Phillips later told the 
Potomac (Maryland) Gazette, his hometown 
newspaper. "[The Reagan Ranch] is the perfect 
setting for transmitting those ideas. It's very real 
. . . very close to the reality of America as 
opposed to the artificial climate we have inside 
the beltway of Washington." 

Marc later voiced the sentiments of the 
Foundation, saying, "The gift shows 

continued on page 6 
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The Ronald Reagan Leadership Program just celebrated its first anniversary. Yet 
already the outpouring of support from loyal conservatives across the country has 
been phenomenal. As of this writing, we are remarkably close to reaching the 
midpoint of our initial goal of $13.8 million. 

The list below (accurate as of 3/16/99) is comprised of those donors who 
have given $10,000 and above, each preserving one-half acre or more of the 
Reagan property. Our supporters represent geographic diversity and come from all walks of life. 
Many of the supporters on this list have given far beyond what could have been expected of them, and several 
of these generous benefactors will be individually featured in future issues of Trailblazers. 

To all those who have given generously to the Ronald Reagan Leadership Program, the leadership and staff 
ofYoung America's Foundation thanks you. You have forever linked your name with President Reagan's legacy, 
ensuring that generations to come will understand and appreciate this great man and great leader. 

- Marc T. Short, Executive Director 

DEAGAN RANCH 
ftHISTO RICAL TRUST 

Charter Members 
Mr. Ranney G. Adams of Arcadia, California 

Dr. and Mrs. Samuel R. Aldrich of Lake Wales, Florida 
Mrs. Ruby Hill Alford of Waelder, Texas 

Mrs. Elena Diaz-Verso Amos of Columbus, Georgia 
Mr. and Mrs. George C. Anderson of Portland, Oregon 

Mr. and Mrs. S. Ardesia of Ann Arbor, Michigan 
Mr. Thomas K. Armstrong of Fort Worth, Texas 

Mr. William S. Atherton of Tulsa, Oklahoma 
Mrs. Alice Atkinson of Paramount, California 

Mr. and Mrs. Maxwell M. Belding of Old Lyme, Connecticut 
Mr. and Mrs. Franklyn R. Bonnet of La Porte, Indiana 

Mrs. Sophia Casey of Roslyn, New York 
Mr. Tom Clancy,Jr. of Baltimore, Maryland 

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Clouse of Ashburn, Virginia 
Mrs. Jan Cowles of New York, New York 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert P. Cummins, of Deephaven, Minnesota 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry A. Dick,Jr., of Wilsonville, Oregon 

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce W. Eberle of Vienna, Virginia 
F.M. Kirby Foundation 

Mrs. Annabelle Fetterman of Clinton, North Carolina 
Mr. and Mrs. Ned and Elfriede Gailun of Mayville, Wisconsin 

Mrs. Ellagwen Green of Denver, Colorado 
Miss Margaret N. Horner of Altoona, Pennsylvania 

Mr. Bruce H. Jacobs of Anacortes, Washington 
Mrs. Avis Johnson of Oostburg, Wisconsin 

Mr. Arthur M. King of Longboat Key, Florida 
Mrs. Virginia Knott of Newport Beach, California 

Ms. Neda Kordich of Gardena, California 
Mr. Richard G. Lark of Panama City, Florida 

Mr. Anthony La Sala of Bronxville, New York 
Mr. Dennis Marks of Carmichael, California 

Mr. and Mrs. E. L. McClelland of Lancaster, Ohio 

Mr. and Mrs.James Michel of Jupiter, Florida 
Mr. Roger Milliken of Spartanburg, South Carolina 

Mr. and Mrs. Alwal B. Moore of Saint Louis, Missouri 
Mr. George W. Neiiendam of Costa Mesa, California 

Mr. Horace G. Oliver, Jr., of Leonia, New Jersey 
Dr. and Mrs. Elliott 0. Partridge of Eldorado, Illinois 

Mr. Tom L. Phillips of Potomac, Maryland 
Ms. Helen Richardson of Washington, District of Columbia 

Mr. Robert P. Roberson of El Macero, California 
Mr. and Mrs. Louis R. Ross of Naples, Florida 

Mr.John Saeman of Denver, Colorado 
Mr. Roger L. Schaller of Chesterfield, Michigan 
Mr. Warren G. Schlinger of Pasadena, California 

Mrs. Jane Schwartz of Kettering, Ohio 
Mrs. Maury Flowers Shields of New York, New York 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard T. Short, Virginia Beach, Virginia 
Mrs. Beverly Bridgers Short of Richmond, Virginia 

Mr. Michie Slaughter of Kansas City, Missouri 
Dr. Donna Smith of Castaic, California 

Mr. and Mrs. Owen T. Smith of Laurel Hollow, New York 
Mrs. Jacqueline Frank Strickland of Rockwall, Texas 

Mr. Richard F. Swenson of Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
Mr.Jack C. Taylor of Saint Louis, Missouri 

Mr. Anthony J. Tesoro of Thousand Oaks, California 
Mr. Richard K. Thorndike of Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter A. Trost, III, of Richmond, Virginia 

Mr. Frederic D. Vechery of Coral Springs, Florida 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles R. Walgreen,Jr., of Winnetka, Illinois 

Mr. and Mrs. George R. Walker of Monterey, California 
Mr. Bruce E. Wence! of Madison, Wisconsin 

Mr. P. Craig Welch,Jr., of Grand Rapids, Michigan 

[Foundation supporters not listed here will be recognized in future issues o f Trailblazers.] 
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Reagan Administration Officials Offer Guidance 
Meese, Clark, Donatelli to Chair Leadership Program Board of Governors 

Young America's Foundation is proud to announce the 
participation of three distinguished Reagan Administration 
alumni in the Ronald Reagan Leadership Program. Former 
Attorney General Edwin Meese, III, and Judge William P. 
Clark will join Young America's Foundation board member 
and Ronald Reagan Leadership Program Chairman Frank 
Donatelli in chairing the newly formed Board of Governors. 
This board has been established to act as an oversight and aid 
committee to the Foundation's efforts at Rancho del Cielo. 

With the acquisition of the Reagan property, the Foundation 
launched the Ronald Reagan Leadership Program. The Board 
of Governors will advise the Program's efforts to preserve 
Rancho del Cielo, organize a national lecture series, develop a 
well equipped conference center, and raise the multimillion 
dollar budget needed to accomplish these objectives. 

The Board of Governors will be comprised of those best 
able to provide the Foundation with the wisdom and resources 
it needs to move forward with this ambitious, multifaceted 
project. The first step in creating such a board was selecting 
the right chairmen. 

The participation of such highly qualified individuals as 
Meese, Clark, and Donatelli is a credit to the strength of the 
project's appeal. Mr. Donatelli will serve as Chairman, while 
Mr. Meese and Mr. Clark will serve as Co-Chairs. Each of these 
men has extensive personal and public ties to President Reagan 
and each will bring a unique and valuable perspective to this 
project. 

Ed Meese (right), the 75th Attorney General of the 
United States, was one of Reagan's closest advisors 

Meese's involvement with Reagan's political can 
however, extends back to well before the presidency--to 
terms as Governor of California. He was Reagan's Execut 
Assistant and Chief of Staff from 1969 through 197 4, and tl 
served as Chief of Staff and Senior Issues Advisor dur 
Reagan's 1980 Presidential campaign. His memoirs of 
Reagan years are published in the book With Reagan: The In. 
Story. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

Judge William P. Clark also served President Reagar. 
several high profile capacities, including Secretary oflnteri 

• • • National Security Advisor, and Deputy Secretary of 
Ed Meese currently holds the Ronald Reagan Chair in Department of State, all in the early years of the presiden 

Public Policy at The Heritage Foundation. He is also a AfterJudgeClarkleftfull-timepublicservicein1985,Presid 
Distinguished Visiting Fellow at the Hoover Institution in Reagancontinuedtocallonhim,appointinghimChairmar 
Stanford,California. the Task Group on Nuclear Weap< 

Mr. Meese's connections ~ • - ~· --. Programs Management and membe: 
to President Reagan are as ff theDefenseDepartment'sCommiss 
long as they are venerable. I on Integrated Long-Term Strategy. 
He served as the 75th .'~ AswithMr.Meese,JudgeClark l 
Attorney General of the ✓ along history with the President. JU< 
United States under Reagan, Clark entered public service in 196~ 
and as the nation's chieflaw Cabinet Secretary to then- Gover1 

enforcement officer, ~ ... -• Reagan. The following year he , 
Attorney General Meese was appointed Executive Secretary 2 

creditedwithreorganizingthe Clark and Reagan travel aboard Air Force One. Chief of Staff by Reagan, serving 

structure of the Department of Justice and with leading those positions until 1969, whenClarkwasappointedJudg< 
internationaleffortstocombatterrorism,drugtrafficking,and the Superior Court in San Luis Obisbo County. Two ye 
organized crime. Prior to that position, Meese was Counselor later he was appointed Ass9date Justi.~$ .of the. Califor 
to the President, the senior position on the White House staff. ·"''"···' " ••• • ••• 



First Lady Returns to Rancho del Cielo 
What should I say? What should I wear? These 

were the questions racing through my mind, because 
this was not an ordinary day. This was the day I was 
going to Rancho del Cielo to meet First Lady Nancy 
Reagan! 

Meeting Mrs. Reagan was truly an honor for both 
my husband and me. I was nervous, but I should have 
known that the lady so skilled at putting foreign 
dignitaries at ease would be able to calm my nerves 
within moments of meeting her. 

I still wonder if my sigh of relief was audible 
when Mrs. Reagan stepped out of the car 
wearing crisp white tennis shoes and 
blue jeans, and said simply, "Hello. I'm 
Nancy Reagan." Here was a remarkably 

kind, down-to-earth woman who was ~·~.r·:: /I' 
ready to tackle the tasks at hand. ~~~\ } :;t~, 

" lf.l.~~~\l~e.._· 

Mrs. Reagan, pictured here with Man: 
and Kristen, has returned coundess 
personal items to the ranch. And tackle them we did. Mrs. Reagan • ~ct, .i:, 

brought with her dozens of personal items that 
she wished to return to the ranch. We couldn't have 
been more delighted. Not only did she leave the house 
fully furnished, but now she was prepared to share even 
more of their lives and memories with us. 

As Mrs. Reagan unwrapped the President's favorite 
navy blue ball cap and hung it gingerly on the rack by the 
door, I could feel the tears welling up in my eyes. 

Between hanging pictures ofWestem artwork on the 
walls and restoring the original patchwork quilt to the 
bed, I had the privilege of beginning to get to know Mrs. 
Reagan. 

I sensed her pride in the place that she and her 
husband had worked on-together-for nearly twenty
five years. I witnessed her appreciation of the quiet 
ranch home, perhaps the only place that offered private 

Mrs. Rerwan's 
pridela the 
1'lllJCb was 
ev:ideat as .she 
sbamJ the 
history of 

Raacbo dd 
Cielo with the 
Shorts. 

time to the first couple. I saw the adoration in her eyes 
as she opened a box with one of her husband's favorite 
possessions. And I heard the love in her voice as she 
explained to me that the right side of the closet was hers 
and the left side belonged to him. 

Little did I know then that she would later return the 
very clothing that hung in that closet. Now, thanks to 
Mrs. Reagan, a peek in the bedroom closet reveals her 
red bathrobe and his brown one inscribed with the 
initials "RR." It also holds the work shirts, belt buckles 
(such as the Secret Service "Ranch Detail" buckle 
pictured above), and cowboy boots worn by the President 
when he was clearing wood or chopping brush, as well 
as her assortment of Western shirts and jeans. 

The effect is poignant. 
Over the course of the last few months, Mrs. Reagan 

has generously restored scores of sentimental belongings 
to the ranch. ·The wooden clock that bears his name is 
back above the kitchen door. The President's well-worn 
saddle rests in the tack room. Cherished paintings of 
favorite horses hang on the wall. Each item has its own 
history-offering insight into the lives and personalities 
of our nation's fortieth president and his first lady. 

--Kristen Short 
Director of Development 

j: 
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Profile 
Courtney Trisler: A Presidential Rancher 

Courtney Trisler is as much a part of the history at the 
Reagan Ranch as the house itself. For the past fourteen years, 
Courtney has loyally served as foreman and caretaker of Santa 
Barbara's most famous ranch, initially for President and Mrs. 
Reagan, and now as an employee of Young America's Foun
dation. 

Just as the Reagans' home has many stories to tell, so does 
Courtney. The President hired him in April of 1985, shortly 
after the death of their previous foreman, Lee Clearwater. 
Since then, Courtney has lived on the Reagan property in a 
home just up the hill from the tack barn. 

Oddly enough, Courtney was a child when he first met 
Ronald Reagan, long before he was president or even gover
nor of California. One Sunday, while sitting in church, 
Courtney's father nudged him. "Do you know who you're 
sitting next to?" his father asked. The wide-eyed young 
Courtney was quickly informed that it was then movie star 
and radio personality Ronald Reagan. 

)ears later, Courtney met the President again. This time 
Courtney happened upon him working in a ditch on a plumb
ing problem at his Malibu ranch. The favorable impression 
this second meeting left was partially responsible for leading 
Courtney to apply for the job of ranch foreman when the 
opportunity arose. 

Courtney's ranch experience and knowledge of the 
property's history are invaluable. 

After the death of the Reagans' previous foreman was 
publicized, Courtney's daughter encouraged him to write a 
letter asking for the job. After a brief interview, Courtney 
was hired. 

A note of surprise is still evident in Courtney's voice a 
talks of that unexpected turn of events, thinking back to 
first encounter _with President Reagan as a child, then < 

the years he spent at 
the President's side. 

"Who would 
have thought ... " is 
a phrase frequently 
on his lips. Clearly, 
Courtney has rel
ished every moment 
of his time at the 
ranch. 

Courtney has 
certainly seen a lot 
during his tenure 
here. He was 
present during the 
visits of some of the 
ranch's most illustri
ous guests, including 
Margaret Thatcher 
and Mikhail 

Gorbachev, both of Courtney has cared for and pro
whom he was able to tected the ranch for nearly E yea 
personally greet. 
Courtney's position has also brought him into contact, 
such famous Santa Barbara residents as Bo Derek, Fess Pat 
and James Garner. 

More than these unique experiences, however, Court 
cherishes the time he spent with the Reagans, working for 
President on the day-to-day activities of the ranch. H 
members the President as "very friendly with people" 
"very up front." 

As rewarding as work on the Reagan Ranch has bee 
was not always easy. Ranch work is often difficult and ah 
strenuous. Beyond that, Rancho del Cielo is no ordinary rai 

With all the people and presidential activity on the ra1 
Courtney needed patience and dedication to make sure th 
was run properly. 

Courtney, now 64, lives at Rancho del Cielo with his' 
Carol. He continues to faithfully care for President Reag 
beloved home, cutting back trails, feeding the animals, rr 
ing the grass. Visitors to the ranch will still see him work 
perhaps passing by on a tractQr or ha~~~ L~ pie 
truck, just as when the 



3-enerous Supporters Bring New Life to Ranch 
Thanks to Dr. and Mrs. Ronald Brooker and their daughter 

,ridget, the bustle of outdoor life is returning to Rancho del 
:ielo. Their generosity has brought two additional horses to 
1e corrals of the ''Western White .House." 

their horses placed in such a "perfect environment," as Mrs. 
Brooker terms it. 

Luna,awhiteArabian,andEcho,achestnuthalf-Arabian/ 
half-Quarter Horse, have been stallmates for the past ten 
years, and the Brookers had hoped to find a place of retirement For the past three years the ranch has steadily lost its 

nimal population-many 
f the President's horses 
rere donated to a 
hildren's charity and, 
idly, several other ranch 
nimals passed away. 
vithoutthese animals the 
mch has a stillness far 
~moved from the 
·resident's time there, 
rhen the property was 
ome to everything from 
orses to cattle to dogs. 

Dr. and Mrs. Brooker 
:arned of Young " 
,merica's Foundation's 
~quisition of the ranch 
1rough their children, all 
.ve of whom were 

Horses are one of the President's great loves in life. 1hree 
now reside at Rancho del Cielo: Echo, Luna, and Lieutenant. 

for them where they could 
continue to live together. 

Courtney Trisler, 
foreman at Rancho del 
Cielo (see profile on page 
5), says that the horses have 
adjusted well to their new 
home. They JOln 

Lieutenant, a Peruvian 
Paso, and Wendy, a burrow, 
both of whom belong to 
Courtney. 

Young America's 
Foundation hopes to 
continue the President's 
tradition of utilizing 
Rancho del Cielo as a 

ivolved in Foundation programs in high school and college. 
'hat exposure, says Mrs. Brooker proudly, was a "very special 
!i:perience." Their gratitude to Young America's Foundation 
:d them to donate their horses Luna and Echo to Rancho del 

working ranch. Students 
who visit the property will 

supplement their time attending lectures and workshops with 
"true" ranch activities, such as horseback riding and clearing 
trails. 

In this way, students will have the opportunity to revitalize 
themselves outdoors just as the President did. As biographer 
Dinesh D'Souza wrote, Ronald Reagan "drew strength from 
his connection with nature." 

:ielo. 
A visit to the ranch last summer left them "thrilled," and 

1e Brookers became enthusiastic about the idea of having 

'hi/lips, continued from page 1 

normous generosity on Mr. Phillips' 
art. We are overwhelmed." 

A permanent plaque will be placed at 
1e ranch to commemorate this "Lead 
~ift," honoring Mr. Phillips' commit-
1ent to Young America's Foundation 
1.d the advancement of the Reagan 
:gacy. 

To encourage further support for 
~e ranch, Mr. Phillips' donation 
tablishedamatchingfund. Any support 
,ung America's Foundation receives 

'" it•~ltnch 
bv Mt}Phillips' 

gift, dollar-for-dollar, for a total of one 
million dollars. 

Mr. Phillips' gift is a down payment 
on protecting the Reagan legacy-it will 
help the Foundation to ensure that future 
generations of Americans will never 
forget the leadership of one of the greatest 
presidents who ever served, nor the 
message of patriotism that Ronald Reagan 
conveyed through his presidency. 

With this gift, the Foundation is well 
on its way to achieving its goal of $13.8 
million, and we hope other conservative 
leaders from around the country will be 
as generous as Mr. Phillips. 

Phillips (right) makes his historic 
presentation to the Shorts. 

Young America's Foundation and 
Rancho def Cielo 

Affectionately called "Rancho del Cielo" or "Ranch 
in the Sky," by the Reagans, the ranch served as a 
retreat for President Reagan for over twenty-five 
years. The ranch is where President Reagan went to 
"recharge his batteries" and ponder the many great 
decisions of his career and presidency. 

The ranch was purchased in the spring of 1998 by 
Young America's Foundation to be preserved as a 
living monument to Reagan's legacy and to serve as 
the centerpiece of the Ronald Reagan Leadership 
Program. President Reagan has always been committed 
to reaching out to young people with his ideas-a goal 
that is also central to the Foundation's mission. 

Now the relationship between Ronald Reagan and 
Young America's Foundation will continue on through 
the Ronald Reagan Leadership Program. With lectures, 
leadership conferences, workshops, and internships, 
students will learn the true legacy of President Reagan, 
the genuine accomplishments of his administration, 
and the principles for which he stands. 

For more information on how you can help preserve 
Reagan's legary through the Ronald Reagan Leadership 

Program, call us toll free at (877) 797-7325. 

President 
Ron Robinson 

Executive Director 
Marc Short 

Ronald Reagan Leadership Program 
Board of Governors 

Frank Donatelli, Esq., Chairman 
Judge William P. Clark, Co-Chairman 

Attorney General Edwin Meese, III, Co-Chairman 

YOUNG AlvfERICA'S 
I t> l I\ ll \ I I 11 '\I 

Reagan Ranch 
812 B Anacapa Street 

Santa Barbara, CA 93101 
(805) 957-1980 

F.M. Kirby Freedom Center 
110 Elden Street 

Herndon, VA 20170 
(800) 292-9231 

Take Stock of Your Options: 
How to Give More by Giving Securities 

Gifts of cash are not the only way to support the causes 
in which you believe. 

Often the best way to make a charitable gift is to give 
securities (stocks, bonds or shares in a mutual fund) that 
have increased in value over what you initially paid for 
them. 

There are three benefits to this type of gift. First, when 
you give securities that you have owned long enough to 
qualify for long-term gains, you are entitled to a federal 
income tax deduction based on the current fair market 
value of the shares regardless of the original cost. 

Second, when you make a gift instead of a sale, you don't 
have to pay the capital gains tax that would otherwise be 
claimed by the IRS if the securities have appreciated. 

Third, you may be able to do more by spending less. 
Take a look at the cost effectiveness of donating stock 
worth $10,000 (with a cash basis of$2,000) instead of a cash 
gift of the same amount. 

The table below assumes donor is in highest income tax 
bracket and 20% capital-gains tax bracket. 

A gift of stocks or other long-term appreciated property 
may be the perfect way for your family to forever link your 
name to the Reagan legacy. 

Essentially, all you need to do is ask your stockbroker or 
mutual fund company to make an electronic transfer of the 
securities you want to give to the Young America's 
Foundation brokerage account. 

Tom Beveridge or Kristen Short can provide this 
information. Please call them at (805) 9 5 7-1980 for 

7 
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11The years ahead will be great ones for our country, for 
the cause of freedom and for the spread of civilization. The 
west will not contain communism, it will transcend 
communism. We will not bother to denounce it, we'll 
dismiss it as a sad, bizarre chapter in human history whose 
last pages are even now being written. 11 

• 
May 1981 

Commencement address at Notre Dame 

111n an ironic sense, Karl Marx was right. We are 
witnessing today a great revolutionary crisis-a crisis where 
the demands of the economic order are colliding directly 
with those of the political order. But the crisis is happening 
not in the free, non-Marxist west, but in the home of 
Marxism-Leninism, the Soviet Union .... What we see here 
is a political structure that no longer corresponds to its 
economic base, a society where productive forces are 
hampered by political ones. 11 

• 
June 1982 

Address to the British Parliament 

YOUNG AMERICA'S 
FOUNDATION 

110 Elden Street, Herndon, Virginia 22070 
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Acclaimed author D'Souza to serve as frrst 

Eichenberg Presidential Scholar 
Young America's Foundation 

1s proud to announce the ap

pointment of Dinesh D 'Souza, 

best-selling author and con

servative activist, as the first Rob

ert and LaDorna Eichenberg 

Presidential Scholar. As a Presi

dential Scholar, Mr. D'Souza will 

serve as the Foundation's spokes

man for the public defense of 

President Reagan's legacy in print, 

television, and through personal 

appearances. 

Dinesh D 'Souza's back

ground is impressive. He is the 

author of several highly acclaimed 

books, including the New York 

Times best-seller Illiberal Educa

tion, the thought provoking The 

End cf Racism, and the much

celebrated presidential bio

graphy, Ronald Rea9an: How an 

Ordinary At/an Became an Ex-

traordinary Leader. 

~ 
)CUNG /\A 1F./<IOl'S 
••·■' + ·+++■·-• 

D'Souza has been a 

frequent speaker for the 

Foundation, addressin9 

17 different colle9e 
audiences in the past year. 

His bio9raphy of President 

Rea9an is one of the best 
available. 

from 1987 to 1988 as Senior 

Domestic Policy Analyst in the 

Reagan White House. It was an 

exciting time in Washington, 

D.C. , as D'Souza records in his 

biography of President Reagan: 

"We [the President's aides] were 

a generation of young conserva

tives who came to Washington in 

the I 980s inspired by Reagan 

and the idea of America that he 

espoused and embodied," 

As D'Souza also illustrates in 

the biography, liberal academics 

and cultural critics are busy 

t ea ring down th e 

President's legacy. Young 

America's Foundation be-

lieves it is essential to de

f end the President's 

legacy from historical re-

visionism, and that it is 

of paramount impor

tance to the Founda

D'Souza has appeared in numerous news

papers and journals across the country and is 

a frequent guest on such television shows as 

The O'Reil!J Repart, theMacNeil/Lehrer NewsHour, 

tion that future generations understand the triumph 

of freedom over tyranny that came about as a result 

of Reagan's policies. 

Crosiflre, Firing Line, and Good Mornin9 America. He is 

also one of the Foundation's most frequent and 

popular campus lecturers, making him an ideally 

suited spokesman for our cause. 

Dinesh D'Souza has more than just an academic 

knowledge of President Reagan, however, serri~g 

Although there has been a resurgence of nostalgia 

for the "Reagan Era" in recent h1onths due to the 

debacles of the current Administration, time has not 

mellowed the Left's attacks onthe legacy of President 

Reagan. Wj~S' -.IJillll~~ 



D'Soum,t.untinucd from page t 

accomplishments in ending the Cold War in an August 1999 
article: " , .. historians are, at best, divided on whether Reagan 

deserves much credit for the fa ll of an already doddering Soviet 
Union." 

D 'Souza signs a copy ef his 

Reagan biography for a 

Or listen to the "unbiased" 

words ,vith which Our l and, Our 

Timc, a U.S. history textbook, de
scribes President Reagan: "reac

tionary," "ideological," "sniping," 
and "hateful. " 

Another college-level history 
text, 77,e National F.xperience, makes 
the un founded claim that Reagan's 
fore ign policy contained "incom
petence, incoherence, reckless

ness, and duplicity." 
supporter at one of our student 

conferences. 

D'Sou,;i ,viii play an active role 
in the Foundation's nationwide 

educational efforts by conducting 
a campus lecture tour that ,vill teach young audiences the value 
of the Reagan legacy-ideals oflimited government, individual 
freedom, and a strong national defense--and by honoring the 
annh'ersaries of many of the President's historic achievements 

through nationally published editorials. 
The Foundation is honored to have such a capable scholar 

who will not only defend the President's legacy from liberal 
attacks, but also take a proactive approach to educating the 
Amerkan people on the accomplishments of one of this 
country's greatest leaders. 

Borkua, continued from page 5 
been cut up at least, probably more. And she just sat there 
shaking, holding me. She was visibly upset." 
When asked about the President's last days at Rancho 
del Cicio, John volunteered the following account of 
having to inform the Reagans that the President's 
failing memory would no longer allow him to ride: 
"lwcntdown to Mrs. Reagan, and I said to her, 'Ma'am, he can't 

ride anymore, he's at the point where I can't protect him when 

he's on that horse. He's forgetting little things.' And she said, 
'Well, you 're going to have to tell him.' And you know I didn't 
want to tell him. And it was very sad fo r her because this was 
an important part of his ·li~;it was fro m very early that he just 
loved horses ... and to tell hiin he can't ride anvmore . .. . Well 

The Presidential Scholar position is made possible 
by the generosity of long-time Young America's 
Foundation supporters Robert and LaDorna 
Eichenberg. Theirpassion forconse.rvativeoutreach 
to the ne.~t generation of world leaders is an asset to 
the Foundation. 

" I can't think of a better person to be the scholar 
than Dinesh," said Bob Eichenberg in a letter to the 
Foundation. "We ,vere impressed ,vith Dinesh, his 
intelligence and his knowledge of the world. Our 
associatio,n with Young America's Foundation .. . has 

let us meet some incredibly impressive people." 
We are grateful to the Eichenbergs for their 

continued support and overwhelming generosity, 
which is a tes tament to the strength of their 
convictions. 

laDorna and Bob Eichenberg ljrom left to right) and 
tfriends Barbaro and Ken Everson enjoy the view at 

Rancho de/ Cielo. 

paining me more than anything else. And he just looked at me 
and said, 'OK.' He knew . .. " 

The same was true, said John, of the way the President 
dealt with the onset of Alzheimer's: 
"In [the President's] bad times, he makes other people feel 
great .. . In his anguish he has helped other people, like he's 
always clone." 

How hard was it to retire from the Secret Service? And 
what lead you to make that decision? 
"I twas timt.'-l <.."Ouldn 't do any more for him. You k.t1m,~ I was 

with him the longest of anybody, and usually that doesn't 
happen .. .. I probably could have gone higher in tl1e service if 
I had done other things. But I have no regrets whatsoever. I t 

work~ out just fine .... When I left it was time to go-mentally 
~ physically it ~vas time tog:,. You knm\\ you're not a fiiend as 
.an agent You've g:,tto be careful about that I can be a friend now" 

Young Amuica's Foundation and 
Rancho de/ Cielo 

Afli....-ctionatcly called "Rancho dcl Cido" or 11 R.,nch in tl1c Sky," 

by the Reagans, the ranch servc<l as a retreat for President Reagan for 

over twenty-five years. 11tc ra nch is where President Reagan went to 

.. n..'<.fo1rgc his b,ttteries" and ponder the many great dt.•dsions o r his 

career ancl presidency. 
The ranch was purchased in the spring of 1998 hy Young 

Amcric:a's Foundation to be prcse.rvcd as a living monument to 

Reagan's legacy and to scn 'C as the centerpiece of the Presidential 

Leatlership Program. President Reagan has always been committc<l 

to reaching out to young people with his ideas-., goal that is also 

central to the Foundation's mission. 
Now the relationship between Ronald Reagan and Young America's 

Foundation will continue on tluuugh the Presidential Leadership 

Program. \¥ ith lt."t."turcs1 leadership conferences, workshops, ancl 

internships, students will learn the true lcgac..y o f President Reagan. 
the genuine accomplishmcntsofhisadministration, and the pri nciples 

for which he stamls. 

for more il.1/0rmal/011 on how JOU can help pmcm: &<,ua11 ·s lcJ]'ICJ' 
tlirouflh the &maid Rt."'8<'" Lrodcnhip Prosrom, roll us rollfn.-e at (877) 

797- 7315. 

President 
Ron Rohinson 

Executive Director 
i\'1arc Short 

Board of Directors 
Ron Robinson, President 

Ronald Pc.irson, Vice President 
1=rank Donatelli, Esc1., Sccrctary/frci'lsurcr 

T. Kenneth Crihb, Jr. , Esc1. 
James V. 1..ai..'t.')'. Esc1. 

James B. Taylor 
W;iyiu: ·n10rhum, Ph.D. 

Thomas Philli l)s 

Presidential Leadership Program 
Board of Governors 

Frank Donatelli, faq., Chainn;m 
Judge William P. Cluk, Co-Chairman 

Attorney General Edwin Meese, Ill , Co-Chaim1an 

DeMille visits Reagan Ranch 
Nelson DeMille (pictured above, at left, with Foundation 

President Ron Robinson) traveled to Rancho del Cicio twice in 
the past few months, visiting fi rst in April , then returning in 

June witl1 his ,vife Ginny. DeMille is a best-selling writer who 
is famous for such works as Gold Coast, Plum Island, Word '![Honor 1 

and the recently filmed military thriller Tiie General's Da119hrcr. 
DeMille, a decorated Vietnam veteran, is an ardent fam of 

President Reagan, admiring his comrnitment to a strong national 

defense and his respect for the men and ,vomcn ,vho risk their 

lives to serve our country. 
"It was a unique and movi ng experience," said DeMillc o f 

his visit. "You get a real feeling of the Reagans at the ranch
thanks for preserving this important piece of history." 

lntmuhip, continued from pab~ 3 

better way to sec the "real" Ronald Reagan than to walk on the 

stone patio that he made \\~th his own hands or sit on the dock 

(also made by tl1e President) at L1kc Luck-y, where he re
proposed to Mrs. Reagan on their 25'" we<lding anniversary. 

"Nothing beats Reagan's Ranch," Jeff said . "Words could 
never describe how much I treasured working there." 

"I had the rare opportunity to learn about President 
Reagan by actually seeing how he lived outside of his presiden
tial world," Danielle remarked. "Soaking in the history of the 
ranch and the lives of President and Mrs. Reagan was very 

rewarding and I hope I shared that excitement with the 

supporters and students who visited the ranch." 
It has been touching and illuminating to see how Ronald 

Reagan impacts so many lives tl1 rough listening to visitors' 
recollections and watching the tears well up in tl1cir eyes. 
Thankfully, by presen <ing the.ranch, the legacy of President 
Reagan wilUive owand continue to in~pi(c lives, as it has mine 

this. summer. 



Ranch preservation projects protect Reagan legacy 
Owning a ranch is serious work- Ronald Reagan 

knew that from experience. H e spent hour upon hour 

ofhar<l labor at the ranch improving the property and 
ancrtionatdy caring for the land that he and Nancy 
lovec.l so well. 

W hen Young America's Foundation purchased the 

ranch from tht· Reagans, it was with the goal that the 

property would he maintained as a living, breathing 
ranch, a testament to all that the President loved about 

his California home. Much has been accomplished in 

the long-term preservation and cultivation o f this 
national tn:asurc. 

One of the most obvious improvemcnt\i to the 
property is the fresh coat of paint that graces most of 
the buildings on the ranch. The home, guest house, 

tack barn, and foreman's cottage have aH been re

The rand, was traneformed into a winter wonderland last March . 

Executive Director Marc Short captured the photo9raph above. 

painted by the same contractor that the Reagans 
used, restoring the buildings' original bright colors 

and helping to prokd these historic structures from 
the clcml'nts. 

We have also completed the first step in the 
i· ~ exciting process of returning cattle to Rancho cld 

Ciel,, . A new corral now sits bd, incl the forcma11 's 
cottage. The President kept a small herc.l on the 
property, often presenting the beef as Christmas 
presents to his closl'sl friends. It has been 

SC\'cral years now since longhorns roamed this 
fertile land, but, thanks to donations by 

• ~w!. Iocal ranchers, they will soon return. 

O ne of the most important projeds 

the I::oundation completed is the instaJla

tion of a new, state-of- - ~"'1"'t 

the-art security system. The ranch con

tains priceless artifacts of the Reagans' 
life together. Personally inscribed books 
sit unclisturhccl on a bookshelf. Original 
oil paintin&<sofwestcrn lilc l1angthrough
out the home am] !,.J\.lest cottage. The 

Prcsi<lent's saddles, including those pre

sented by the Queen of England and the 
Prime Minister of Australia, rest com

fortably on their original posts in the tack 
barn . • 

Wh ile the seven miles of trails that snake through the 688 acres 
require regular upkeep under nonnal circumstances, a surprise 
was in store for the Reagan Ranch this past March: an 

uncxpectec.l (and very rare) snowstorm blanketed Rancho dcl 
Cicio ,vith nearly IO inches ofsnmvl S..1 11ta Barbara locals d aim 
that a storm of this magnitude hasn't hit the area in 35 ycar·s. 

The sight was bcautifol to behold-as evidencccl by the 
stunning photograph abo\'c-hut the c.lamagc was severe. The 
prolific live oaks that so beautifu lly shaded much of the ranch 
could not handle the accumulated ·weight of the ,vet, heavy 

snow, and as a result trt.-cs and limbs snappe<I all over the 

property. 
The house, mercifully, was spared any serious injury. Every 

artery on the property, however, was seriously d oggL-<l . Much 
more than a simple inconvcnienL--e, the 

damage created a potential fire ha,.ard as 
well. 

It took a crew of seven men, workJng 

nvc <lays a week, nearly two months, at a 

cost of over $60,000, to restore the prop
erty to its previous condition. 

The support of hunc.lrcds of Ameri
cans, con1.mitted to the ideals of President 
Reagan and the preservation of his be

lovccl ranch home, has made these projects 
possible. 

This is why Young America's Foundation is seeking spon

s.im;, for individual acres. Your sponsorship of an acre will 
,= .,=-•- - ensure the upkeep and safety of the Reagan Rand,. To learn 

more about this opportunity, please call Kristen Short at (805) 
957-1980 

I 
I 
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Special Agent John Barletta: Protector and Friend 

Secret Service agent John R. Barletta protected Ronald 
Reagan for st•Yenteen years-longer than any other agent 
assigned to the President. After a hrief stint with President 
I::orcl , and another assignment under President Carter, John 

was assigned to President Reagan in 1980. He scn•ccl for flvc 
years in the Presidential Protec:tivc Di"ision, or PPD. After a 

lwo year assignment at Sc'Cret Sen•ice Headquarters, John was 
transfcrn.~1 in 1987 to Rancho del Cicio, where he took over the 
Western Prntect.ive Division, com
monly referred to as the "ranch 

detail." 

During thei r years together, 
John anc.l President Reagan be
came dose friends, a bond that 
grew primarily from their com
mon love for horses. Both men 

were excellent riders who rode 

together frequently at the ranch. 
John continuccl his oflkial rela
tionship with the President until 
1997, when he retired fro m the 
Scn 1icc and moved to Santa Bar
bara. He still makes regular trips 
clm\11 to Los Angeles to visit with 
President and Mrs. Rcabran, now 

striLt ly as a friend ratl1cr than as a 
guardian . 

point, the Special Agent in Chargc~known as the 'Big Boss'
is saying to himsel f, \vait a minute, this should be the othcr,\'ay 
around ... does anyhody know how to ride?' So I sheepishly 

raised my hand. So the 'Big Boss' says, 'Mr. President, this is 
John Barletta, he's going to be riding with you tomorrO\\:' The 
President said, 'Oh.' I could just see it in his eyes, although he's 
a wonderful guy, that he tl1ought, 'Oh, another one. '" The nexr 

day.John impre~,ed the President wirh his ridinfJ skills and lorefar horses. 
~•TI1at was the start ofit . . . there's 

no doubt about it, that was the 

bond." 

I understand that the Presi
dent often asked for you spe
cifically-why was that? 
He knew all the agents did great 
but I was told that he felt most 
secure when I was around with the 
horses. That's all it took. I twas the 

riding. There's no c.loubt about it. 
There's nothing I did that any of 
the other agents couldn 't do just as 
good, if not better, but we had 
several bad cxpcricnn~s ,,vith the 

agents on horseback . . .. Horses 

were always foremost on lthc 
President's] mind. He loved his 

animals." John has been an invaluable 
asset to the Foundation in learning 

the history and inner workings of 
President Reagan's beloved ranch. 
In fatt, John agreed to sit on tl1e 

The President and John ride to9ether at Rancho 
de/ Cielo. The President's inscription on the 

photo9rap/1 is reprinted below. 
John continued by recounting 
an incident that took place with 

Board of Governors tl1at will oversc-e the ranch projLx1. He has 
been incredibly generous "~th his time and experti::;e, and 

recently sat clown with me at the ranch to talk about some of his 
experienL-cs here. In part one of this inteniew John talks about 
li fe at the ranch anc.l his relationship with the Reagans. Look for 
part two in the next c'C! ition of T mi/blazers. 

- Andrew Coffin , T roilb/axers Editor 

Whatwas itthatdrewyou and the President together? 
"Early on, the President was out riding, and one of the ag~.,nJ•; 
assigned to him fell olT his horse and broke his arm. li11, 
President dismounted and was caring for tl,e agent. At that 

Mrs. Reagan that served to 
strengthen his bond with the President: "I was luckily in 
the right placc.'-not that someone else wouldn't have done 

it-at the right time. The horse got off trat-k. She [Mrs. 

"Dear John - Looks like a matched pai 

- oi- 2 matched pairs - Ronald Reagan 

Rcaean) was going to get hurt aml 1 didn't know hnw '"'l~P •1
• ,~ ... 

litera 



Message 
Jum,, die, ~ ~ 

Dear Friends: 

The past few months have brought exciting progress at the Reagan Ranch. 
Highlights include the addit ion of Dinesh D'Souza to the Foundation team as our 

Presidential Sd10lar, the many physical improvements that have been made to the 

ranch property to ensure its continued care and preservation, 

the launch of a new ranch website, and the financial support 

we have received from friends like you. 

Perhaps one of the things we are most excited about is the 

overwhelmingly positive and thorough news c.-ovcragc the 

Reagan Ranch project is receiving. 11,is comes not only from 

sources that often support conservative principles, such as the 

WashinHron Times, /-Juman fa1ents, or the Wall Street Journal, but 

also from traditionally liberal outlets such as the New lork 
Times, the ~foshin9ron Post, Ne,vsll"eek, and NBC's Today Sholl". 

The tone of the news c.-ovcrage speaks to tl1e broad appeal and 

unmistakable historical significance of the project. Still, the 

Kelly O'Donnell (above) 

reporu for NBC's Today 
Show. To receive copies 

of recent press clippin9s, 
please coll our office at 
(805) 957-1980. 

value of the variet1 coverage we h,wc received goes deeper than that. It also serves to 

alert potential supporters to the oppmtun ity to sponsor the preservation of Ronald 

Reagan's ranch, and it helps the Foundation to perform one 

core component of our missio n: education. 

Newsweek featured o 

full po9e sto,y on the 
ranch (pictured above). 

Thanks to the media's vast resources, far more Americans 

than ever before have learned about President Reagan's 

personal li fe. While the Reagans owned Rancho del Cielo, 

they, understandably, closely guarded their privacy by 
restricting access to the ranch. Family members and a few 

close friends were the only regular visitors to the adobe 

home, and television cameras were certainly o lT limits. 

There are lessons to be learned here at Rancho del 

Ciclo--of the President's humility, of his flrmly rooted 

faith in God, of his simple lifestyle that also embodied 

individual freedom, and of the diligence ,vith which he 

attacked any task. Rancho del Cicio tells America as much 

about Ronald Reagan and the 1980s as Mount Vernon docs about George 

Washington and the late 18th Century. I am grateful for those who help us share 
this story. The media, both liberal and c.-onservative, has helped Young America's 

:Undation share ~ le":sons~by opcniiig'):he-doors of _this wonderful site to all 

who choose-to <;nter.- ~ tis_ Clfcltl!tg news. 

~-.'1 

"Roncho def 

Cicio tell.~ 
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Nelson DcJl1ille visits 
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Students cherish ranch internship experience 
By Jeannie Klein 

When the summer months approach, 
universities an<l collcgt.--s arow1d the coun

try encourage students to find an intern 

ship in tl1eir particular fidd of study. As 

a collt.-ge student, I can say witl1out hesi

tation tl1at tl1is rL'<juest is typically fol
lowed by loud cumplaints and a sense of 
dread. I mmcdiatcly, students have men

tal images of licking em·elopcs and run
ning errands that no one elsewantc; todo. 

You can imagine my shock and plea
sure when I arrivccl in Santa Barbara for 

my summer internship with Young 
America's Foundation and realized I 

would not face this drcadt.'CI S<:cnario. 

From my first day at the Foundation's 
Reagan Ranch onkc , I km.w I was engag

ing in serious, exciting work. 

Fivelntcms 

The Reagan Rand, Ollke employed 

flvc interns this past summer from col
leges in California, Micl,igan, Virginia, 

New York, and Pennsylvania. Each of us 

played a vital role in the work of the 
Foundation. We assisted the staff with 

Our activities included attendin9 

leadership trainin9 at a rapes course 

near the ranch. 

research, student recruitment, ranch 

work, and writing projects. 
Danielle Wright, a senior majoring in 

political science at Westmont College, 
has been an intern at tl1e Reagan Ranch 

This is all of us! Left to ri9ht: Jeannie Klein, Melissa Malone, Danielle Wri9ht, 

Jenna Soccorsi, and Jeff Meredith. 

office since last fa ll. Danielle spent much 

of her internship organizing t.-vents and 
encouraging students on the West coast 
to get involved with the exciting pro· 

grams and conferences that Young 
America's Foundation hosts. 

Jenna Soccorsi, a sophomore at 

Hillsdale College, has been active with 

Young America's Foundation si nce at

tendingour inaugural High School Lead

ership Conference in 1997. Alwayseager 
to be involved, Jenna was rec,-cntl)' inter

viewed by tl1c Washin9ton Post and de

scribed as "20 [yearsokl], andaglow,vith 
political zest." 

Of her summer internship, Jenna 

said, "In every project I completed, I felt 
like an integral part of preserving the 

Reagan legacy." 
Jeff Meredith, a junior at George 

Mason Univers ity was fortunate enough 

to be the first student to tour tl1e ranch 

after it was acquired by the Foundation. 

Jeff spent part of his summer at -the 

ranch clearing brush..,!!> keep t~c 
President's riding_trails open. "('got to 
clear brush, foll/Ming right iiirre.iilen 
Reagan's footsteps,•· sajd Jeff. 

Melis~ Malone, a sophomore at 

Houghton College, h,1s a long history 
with Rancho dcl Cicio. 1-ler fothl' r, Sten

Malone, is a S<mta Barbara News- Prc.~s pho

tographer who covered events at the 

Western Wh ite House during all of the 

President's years there. As a child, Mel
issa attended parties that the Reagan's 

held for the press, where she enjoyed the 

privilege of meeting President and Mrs. 

Reagan. 
"Now that I have had the chance to 

work with )hung America's Foundation," 

said Melissa, "I have been able to sec how 

much Ronald Reagan meant not only to 
Cali fornians, hut to this country and to 

the world." 

Time at the Ranch 

l11ough we all enjoyed the excite

ment and variety of the tasks in our 
internships, nothing could replace the 

timewespent atthe ranch. Each timcwc 

,isited Rancbo del Cicio we were amazed 

by tl1c portrait it paints of i::;esident 
Reagan,.as a humble, dt-vo~leader and 
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Ranch unveils new website 

Y oung America's Foundation is proud to announce the launch of its 
Reagan Ranch website, a new venture that brings the significance and history 
of Rancho del Cielo right into homes, libraries, and classrooms across the 
nation. 

This colorful new website provides a comprehensive overview 
of the ranch property and all that Young America's Foundation 
will accomplish in its preservation. 

The website may be found at www.rea9anranch.or9. A quick 
glance at the homepage reveals that the site is organized into four 
main categories: "The Presidential Leadership Program," 
"Rancho del Cielo," "Young America's Foundation," and "The 
Best of Reagan." Each of these sections is filled with remarkable 
pictures of President and Mrs. Reagan and important information 
for students and supporters alike, much of it in the President's 
own words. 

The most exciting feature of the website is its inclusion of never-before-seen 
photographs_ of the. inside �f the ranch home acc;ompanied by a fascinating 
na:r;r��� i, citbin -, . )>ife)µ·tl].� world with access to a 
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The new Reagan 

Ranch website 

offers visitors a 

virtual tour of the 

property, openin9 

it up to millions 

more Americans. 

www.reaganranch.org 




