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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 18, 1982 

Dear Miss Sam·and Miss Bertha: 

Thank you very much for the belts they are 
beautiful. - I'll do.my.best on the photo but 
I'm not to familiar with protocol where royalty 
is concerned. Some ·diplomat may tell me I can't 
ask for such a thing, but I'll try. 

Now, since you won't listen to me, I'll have to 
say yes-~ Nancy is unchanged -- sri 26 is right 
if .that's .what you have for her. Now I'm un­
changed, but maybe a little confused. My waist 
is 37½. The belts I have here in Washington 
(yours) measure from the bar on the buckle to 
the tip of the belt 40½ --· then, of course, there 
is the 2 or 3 inches folded under the belt when 
it's snapped t:o the bar. Now that's it if I • 
haven't confused you. 

Again, thanks and best regaro.s to Buzzy. 

Sincerely, 

\~bf\oi)~ 

Miss Sam and Miss Bertha Sisco 
Post Office Box 148 
Healdsburg, California 95448. 

.• 



Dear Walter: 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 18, 1982 

·Thank you very much for your letter and for 
sending me the messages from the retired 
Ambassadors. I'm happy to hear that you 
are on the mend. 

'I hope you know that, regardless of the press 
stories~ I have not and will not change my 
position :on our long time friend Taiwan. It 
is true there are those in certain circles 
who think we must trade one China for another, 
but I don't subsc'ribe to that. I'll be tact­
ful and try to improve and maintain the rela­
tions with.the People's Republic of China 
started by President Nixon, but there will be 
no-lessening of our relationship with. our 
friends on Taiwan:. 

' 
I·'m dropping a. line to each of the Ambassadors 
to that effect. Take care of yourself and,· 
again, thanks. 

Sincerely~ 

f fl'1JiH r. r~~J:1\~J 

. The Honorable Walter H. Judd 
. 3083 Ordway Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20008 

D7C, 1h 7 
Co o3'f-o ( 
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WALTER H. JUDD 

3083 ORDWAY STREET, N,W. 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20008 

Dear Mr. President: 

Here are copies of five letters to you from our Ambassadors 
to the Republic of China on Taiwan from 1950 to 1979. All 
of them urge you to continue support of that friend andally 
by allowing it to purchase here defense articles for a "suf ... 
ficient self-defense capability", as mandated in the Taiwan 
Relations Act. 

We know you are under strong pressures to delay, even re­
fuse, such sales. I felt impelled to ask Judge Clark to 
bring these letters to your personal attention in order to 
make sure that you ha.ve also the judgment and advice of 
those Americans with longest first-hand experience with 
that total situation, 

Whose judgment and advice, Mr President, is likely to be 
sounder and wiser? 

With highest esteem and good wishes, 

p.s 

Respectfully yours, 

(JJ,cJ.. I ;z~_, 
Walter H. Judd 

·sorry that hospitalization and surgery a 
month ag~ prev,ented my fet~ing ~he~e to 
you ear 1 ier . h,. <Jln'-<7 ,. (,) A: . O """""'- , 

r 

·,., 1•_;,. .., 

• ..,'I".• .. -
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. THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASI-DNGTON 

May 18, 1982· 

.Dear Ambassador Mcconaughy: 

Walter Judd forwarded your letter to me 
and I want to thank you for writing and 
for your sound counsel. 

Let me assure :iou (the press not with­
standing) that I have not and will not 
abandon our friends on Taiwan. I.will 
do my best to convince.the.People's 
Republic of China that we want to be 
·friends, but w,2 will not forsake one 
friend to acquire another. 

Again, my thanks to you ·and best regards. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable Walter·J?. Mcconaughy 
1035 Somerset Drive N.W. • 
Atlanta, .Georgla 30327 
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Walter P . .McGonaughy : 
1035· Somerset Drive N. W. 

The Honorable 
nonald Ileagnn 

Atlanta, Ga. 30327 

President of-the United States 
Washington, D. C. 

·Dear Hr. President: 

April 6, 1982 

At this time of consider11hle anxiety over ou.r China/Taiwan· 
policy, I want to reaffinn m:r strong conviction thnt the most 
honorable ·and prudent course for us to follow is· one of unswerv­
ing friendship, encouragement and support for the Government and 
people of the Itepublic of China on Tnhv-an. 

. . . 
As you may recall, that iv-as my policy position ( as our Ambt>vssa­

dor to the Ilepublic of Chino.) when you made your very helpful and 
felicitous visit to Taiwan more than a decade ago. The events of 
the intervening -years have not altered my belief· in the rightness 
of that course. 

I believe you should know tho,t in 1971 and 1972, '.President 
Nixon (in the course of conversations while I was hone on consul­
tations) authorized rne to convey certain verbal nsiurances to the 
leadership of the Government on Taiwan. These assurances were to 
the effect that impending; changes in our ·1,!o.inland China policy 
were not intended to ho.rm the llepublic of Chino., nnd the changes 
should not be prejudicial to its essential interests. 

Tiuilding on the enormous reservoir of ~ood will accruing to 
our country from our vital role in the unprecedented ,1ost-war 
Chinese success story on Taiwan, I was able to use these informal 
l"residentio.l assurances to r;ood effect in my private conversations 
with "President Chiang Itai-shefr and then Premier Chianr; Chi.ng-!rno 
up to the time of my resignation o.nd retirement in April, 1974. 
The assurances partially allayed their deep misgivings, nnd 
stability was maintained tlespi te a long series of humi Hating 
setbacks in the diplomatic and international organization fields. 

The affronts to the Government and _people on To,iwrm which were 
embodied in the Carter policy reversctl of December, H)78 sliook the 
fni th of Tn.iwnn in ·the const-nncy or" its .Americn,n friend ernl in 
American fidelity to lon8-stnntl~ng associ~tions nntl understnndinrs. 
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Fortunately the ac.tion of the Congress in passing the 
Taiwan Relations Act of 1979 did much to limit the.damage to 
our good name. But more needs to he done to demonstrate tlmt 
our reputation for steitdfnstness is unsullied. Snch n deP10nstrution 
will also reinforce the already high morale on Taiwan nnd ai<I in 
preserving the pre•sent equ.i librium in the Taiwan Str(ti ts area, 
which is imrortant to o.11 of Enst Asia nnd to our hr.sic interests 
in tho,t part of the world •. 

·r would recommend n.s an appro:i::iriate step at this tirne the 
sale of a limited number of truly modern defensive aircri'1ft 
w·i th a capabi li ty'sU:fficient to serve as a strong deterrent to 
Chinese Communist pressures. The symbolic and psychologico.l effects 
of such an action· could be of even more value than the direct 
militiry contribution. 

Certainly we could live with the threats (1Dd bluster from 
Peking that could be anticipated. 

Mr. President, I hope that we can make it evident by our 
handling of the To,iwan issue that we Afuericans tlo not fall into 
the perverse but not uncmmnon human error of inadvertently 
choking a small friend while seeking to embrace a lv,qr,e 
potential adversary. 

·with assaurances of my deep feP.ling of solidarity and empathy 
with you, }'r. President, as you lead us through these trying 
times, I am with great respect, 

Co~dially and sincerely yours, 

~ f: .t::.li½1 
~ _.,. l'··.:•,_~/r;:: 

> _:- :.;~· :~J:··. I ( ..... -
I '. ~ 
~-., .:·. -L~,:. ,., ., 
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THE WHITE HOl,JSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 18, 1982 

Dear Ambassador Wright: 

Walter Judd forwarded your letter to me 
and I want to thank you for writing a:nd 
for your sound counsel.· • 

Let me assure you (the pres·s not with­
standing) that I have not and will not 
.abandon our friends on Taiwan. I will 
do my best to convince the People's 
Republic of China that we want to be 
friends, but we: wil;L not forsake one 
friend to acqui.re another. 

Again, my thanks to you and best regards. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable Jerauld Wright 
2706 36th Street 
Washi~gton, D.C. 20007 
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Am,nn.ALJERAULD 'WRIGHT, u. s. N. (RET.) 

2700 36TII STREET 
~V' ASlIINGl'ON, D. C. 20007 . 

January 21, 1982 

The President 
The rfhi te House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

1,ty dear Mr.· President, 

Because of its importance to oul' country's 
sec-u:t'ity in the Western Pacific, I feel I should 

-express to you my strong support of you ... --n announced 
· intention to carry out fuUy the mandate in the 
. • Tai1,Jan Relations Act to "make available to Tai1,Jan 

·suah defense_articles and defense services as may be 
necessa1°y to enable Taiwan to maintain a sufficient 

• self-defense capability" -- the nature and amount of 
. ·such assistance to be dete1vnined by you:t' administra-

tion's appraisal of.Tai1,Jan's needs. • 
,._ • ,,, ' . -

As a naval offic-~r, I ~preciate the value to 
. • ·ourselves of having Taiwan under ihe control of a 

- ceiU11ageous and proven friend., and not undei1 the control 
of potential foes., such aq 'the Soviet Union or the 
·present government in powel' in Ma·inland China. I 

• believe Cormrunist control of Taiwan would endanger the 
• stability of much of.the whole area., including free use 

_ ·-of the wateruays and bases of Southeast Asia whose peoples 
and governments are already under pressure from both the 
PRC and the USSR. The Tc.iwanes are friends irt a part of 
the world where friendships are of vitaZ imporitance . 

I 

I 

. It was also my pr-i:vi'lege to Sei,ve from 1963 to 1965 
as United States Ambassador' t'o the Republic of China on 
Taiwan, appointed by President Kennedy. I was impreased 
by the resolute dedication of its goveY'1117lent rrr1d people to 
policies and relationships., inte1.r,1.al and external., in 
substantial accord with our own. .I knol.J of no ally that 
has been more steadfastly ZoyaZ to the United States. It 
needs now ·.some concrete acts of assistance from us, ad.equate 
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Am.rm,\L JEHAUI,D "\VmGUT, tr. s. N. (IIBT.) 

2706 3GTH STHEET 
w·~\SJII;\"GTON, D .. c. 20007 

2 

but not necessarily large, as evidence .that the United 
States is now and will be in the future a dependable 
ally. According. to the press you have recently given 
that reassurance. I approve and applaud. 

. Please accept,· Mr. President., nT'J high· esteem and 
good wishes. 

Respectfully yours, 

·Jerau.~d Wright 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 18, 1982. 

Dear Ambassador Rankin: 

Walter Judd.forwarded your letter to me 
and I want to thank you for writing and 
for your sound counsel. 

Let me assure you (the press not with­
standing) that I have not and will not 
abandon our friends on •Taiwan. I will 
do my best to convince the People's. 
Republic of China-that we want to be 
friends, but we will not fo·rsake one 
friend to acquire another. 

Again, my thanks to you and best regards. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable Ka~l I. Rankin 
l Colony Point Drive, #21C 
Punta Gorda, Florida ~3950 

07C/ito 7 
to 03>'/-,o/ 



C· 
0 

p 
.y 

k,S. e,,:,~/-ci ~<°6 ~ cLJ ,,:.,,.;,,_,,,, J ~ S!l-'.5if 

KARL LOTT RANKIN/' 
ONE COLONY.POINT DRIVE 21C PUNTA GORDA, FLORIDA 33950 

~~·,..,_,(,~).._ 
Dear Mr. President: 

My morning newspaper carries a banner headline, "IN MOVE TO PLEASE CHINA, 

REAGAN REJECTS TAIWAN'S 8'ET REQUE:n'." We can count on the media to present our 

policies in the worst-possible light, and I trust that this headline is unfair to 

\ 

the Administration's policy. 

and served as our first ambassador there, I venture a few comments. 

As one who spent over seven years in Taiwan (1950-58), 

Evidently, a decision whether to sell certain arms to Taiwan has both mili-. 

/ tary and political aspects ... 
l 

Opinions will vary as to the need for particular 

\ 
i 
I 
! 

items. Like the United States, Taiwan wants a defense establishment strong 

enough to dissuade its chief opponent from attacking. Without the United States 

support provided for in our now ~bro gated mutual_ defense trea~, and in view of 

our Vietnam record, Taiwan may well need a stronger defense of its own. 

In any case, neither M3. inland _China nor Taiwan is expected to attack the 

other in the foreseeable future. Of ·more immediate importance than the nuts and 

bolts of Taiwan's defense needs is to correct the impression that Washington 

still takes orders from Peking. We are under no obligation to please a regime 

which remains avowedly Communist, which practically booted out our representatives 

in 1949, killed and wounded thousands of American soldiers in ·Korea, and would 

' make a deal with the Russians against us tomorrow, if it suited their convenience. 

Fortunately, they ne·ea. us far more than we need them. 

The Republic of Chi~a represents an outstanding example of the success of our 

• aid programs ln fostering prosp~rity, democracy and freedom. I am hopefuJ that 

ways will be found to end any i~ea that we still take orders from Feking, and to 

confirm our loyalty to an old and trusted ally. 

President Ronald Reagan 
Sincerely, 

Karl I Rank:l.n 
Washington, D. C. Ambassador of the U.S.A. 

(!__{LQ,<J..-v__,_,, (P J , /S)J L-<,• ,. t;: 

i:'l·, c_· r ~ ,__p:-,._,, ):) f7/r,<( .i'_ J .0 C.C: ,. .3-.~ C, ,5 O 

Retired 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 18, 1982 

Dear Ambassador Unger: 

·Walter Judd forwarded your letter to me 
and I want to thank you for writing and 
for your sound counsel. 

Let me assur.e you (the press not with­
standing) that I have not and will not 

· abqndon our friends on Taiwan. I will 
do my best to convince the People's 
Republic of China that we want to be 
friends, but w,e will not forsake one 
friend to acquire another. • 

~gain, my thanks to you and best regards. 

The Honorable Leonard Unger 
2209 Massachusetts Avenue 
~exington, Massachusetts 02173 

·o7ct1''=71 
(!o 031-o ( 

...... 



NOTE FROM 
LEONARD UNGER - continued ................ " .......................... ., .............. . 

TO 
......... 

page 2 

cision, howevt;>,:- rductantly, if this long-delayed 

action is taken now in fulfillment of an American 

commitment of much earlier dnte. 

Thank you for your consideration on 

this.matter. 

Since.rely, 

LEONARD UNGER, 

U, S .'!unbassaclor (ret.) 

-i 
; 

i 

---•- .. -------

NOTE FROM 
LEONARD UNGER 
-----------

• TO .PRESIDENT RONALD .. REAGAN 

Dear Mr. President, 

Among the many perplexing problems you face 

today 01i.e of the most troubling, I feel sure, is 

the question of whether or not to provide t6 Tai-
' . 

wan the arms and military spare parts for which 

the leaders of the Government. in Taipei hrive been 

pressing. 

Several months ago I put down a few thoughts 

bn this and related subjects nnd sent them in a 

lel:tc-rr to the New York Times; a copy of the pub-

1:Lshccl letter is cncloE1od. Mny I urge you 'nt: tills 

time, specifically, i:o C3rry through the· comniit­

mcnt mnde so:nc yeor.s oi;o to offer to Tniwnn :i fol­

low-on aircraft in the form of a modest upgrc1clin); 

of the F-5E. 

I attach the same importnnce which I am sure 

you do to our developing reiat:lons • with the People's 

Republic of China but_ ·r believe that the Govern-

ment in Peking should ·bo ready t6 ficccpt our de-

.:;;lo(. (.) 'f ,,/'7? /9-S:s. /J'-- (.) -~ 

Lf!G:>,,q ~ ~ .r-c:i ,J r?? /J- .!;; s . 
a.;7.../ 73 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

"'WASHINGTON 

May 18, 1982 

Dear Ambassador Drumright: 

Walter Judd forwarded your letter to me 
and I want to thank you for writi~g and 
·for you! so~nd counsel. 

Let me assure you {the press not with­
standing) that I have not and will not 
abandon our friends o~ Taiwan. I- will 
do my best to convince the People's 
Republic of china that we want to be 
friends, but we will not forsake one 
friend to acquire another. 

,?\.gain, my thanks to you and best regards. 

Sincerely, 

1he Honorable Everett F. Drumright 
16418 Martincoit Road 
Poway, California 9i°064 
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The President 
The White House 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear President Reagan: 

February 8, 1982 

Take it from an "Old China- Hand" of 50 years, the Chinese Commu­
nists, Teng Hsiao~ping included, born in the Communist womb of :Mlrxism­
Leninism, are no friends or potential allies of ours: They are devious, 
unreliable, opportmistic and even treacherous as history testifies. 
Witness even today their failure. to indict Communist repression in Po­
land, their continued connections with Communist guerrilla forces in 
Southeast Asia, and their continued attempts to assert leadership of 
third world nations. • And this, of course; pales against the backdrop 
of Korea and Vietnam where they either fought us head~to head or ac-
tively aided our other enemies. . • 

I am impelled to write to you;· Mr. President, because Secretary 
Haig was quoted in last weekend's· press as saying "extremely serious 
discussions" are under way with Peking over the Taiwan issue and he is 
"not in a I)?Sition to predict. the outcome". 

. . 
All this suggests that the Chinese Communists continue to play 

wily games with us, using the Soviet threat as a lever to separate 
us finally and completely-from Taiwan.- In my book, such crude pres­
sure is utterly ~npermissfble and would in no way redound to our 
benefit, It would really amount to dumping one of the most suc­
cessful experiments in freedom in East Asia, violating our own law 
(the Taiwan Relations Act), and going against the grain of most 
Americans who want a free Taiwan. Moreover, in terms of defense, 
we would be giving up the equivalent of several aircraft carriers and 
creating further instability in the Western Pacific. 

Although clearly you are being subjected to various pressures 
to submit to F'eking's outrageous demands, I am confident that you 
will give a clear rebuff. In this way you will justify the confi­
dence of these Americans.who elected you to your-high office. 

Sincerely, 

• • Everett ·p. Drumright 
Ambass,dor, • Republic of China, 1g58-62 

,/C? 1/r'? 

/2) cu,4'v 
.// 



Dear Betty: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May.18, 1982 

It was good to see you and.Al, and I 
enjoyed the visit very much so don't 
have ·any worries. 

I'm glad the tour.worked out. Now 
you've both done something I· haven't 
done -- visitied the Washington monument.· 
All I can do is look at it out the win­
dow. ·_ 

~ancy sends h1ar best, and give my regards 
to Al. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs .. A. S. Meyers 
695 South Eliseo Drive 
Greenbrae, California ~4904 
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Dear Clymer:. 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 18, 1982 

d 79 ;;;;; o2··~­
fa,oo t 

I've just received a copy of your letter with 
the attached.news articles·and must tell you 
I'm very distressed .. Yes, there is undermining 
of my efforts,going.on and, yes, .there is sabo­
tage o:f all I'm trying to accomplish. But it's 
being done by the people who write these articles 
and columns, not by any White House staff member 
and certainly not.by Jim Baker. 

Some in the.media delight in trying to portray me 
as being manipulated and lead around by the nose. 
They do so because they are opposed to everything 
this administration represents... I could show you 
simila1:: stories with only the name changed -­
stories in which other staff or cabinet members 
are named.instead of Jim Baker .. Don't join that 
group Clymer -- you are helping them with their 
.sabotage. 

Clymer I'm in charge and my people are helping to 
carry out the policies I set. No, we don't get 
everything we.want and, yes, we have to compromise 
to get 75% or 80% of our :programs. We try to see 
that .th•= 75% or 80% is more than worth the com­
promise we have to accept. So far it has been. 



.... 
- 2 -

There has not been one single instance of Jim 
Baker doing anything but what I've settled on 
as our policy. He goes all out to help bring 
that about .. I'm enclosing an article in this 
week's U.S. News & World R~port. · It ·is an in­
terview with Paul Laxalt who remains ·as .solid 
in his ccmvictions as he has always been. 
Please note his comment regarding Jim Baker. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Clymer.L. ·wright, Jr. 
7333 Harwin, Suite 115 
Houston, Texas 77036 

~(i. pE:..t1-~. dic.:r. 
(2...(2...·. \-4} 
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Interview With Sor1a"tor Paul Laxalt 

A President Under Fire~ 
View of a Close Friend 
How is Reagan bearing up in a period of crisis both at home 
and abroad? Does he get discouraged, worry about the 
polls, the fall elections, a second term in 1984? One of his 
oldest confidants in Washington gives a rare glimpse of 
the nation's Chief Executive in private moments. 

Q Senator ,Laxalt, you'rn known as the President's closest 
friend In Congress. Just how much does he confide in you? 

A We're in regular communication by telephone, and I 
go down to the White House for lunch from time to time. 
Sometimes I think I spend more time there than on Capitol 
Hill. They kid me down there that I'd better get a cot at the 
White House. 

Our conversation isn't always heavy. We're just a couple 
of old buddies. I was governor of Nevada when he was 
governor of California. 'We've been together for many 
years, and we approach issues in basically the same manner. 

Q Is Reagan discouraged as problems continue to pile up 
during this second year in office? 

A It is absolutely amazing, but he's not. He continues to 
be supremely optimistic about the future. He has such 
great faith in the essence of his programs and feels it is just 
going to take some time to turn things around. 

Q What about his drop in the public-opinion polls? 
A He isn't overly worried about that, either. He under­

stands it is part of the business he's in. Most of us under­
stand that the second year is usually a slump year. In his 
case, it is particularly true because of the recession. 

So he's aware but not upset that his personal popularity 
has come down. His concern now is how this will affect the 
Republican Party in the November elections. 

Q Have you warned the President about the danger of heavy 
GOP losses this fall? 

A Oh, yes. A lot of us have told him we could have 
difficulties if we don't get interest rates down and the 
economy continues in the doldrums. We've told him that 
unless things change for the better, the next two years 
could be long and miserable for Ronald Reagan. 

But there's good news, too. Of our 12 Senate incumbents 
up for re-election this year, almost all appear to be in good 
shape, according to a recent poll we received. 

Q Critics say Reagan is a stubborn ideologue. Is he flexible 
enough to adjust to the realilties of domestic and foreign affairs? 

A Sure. I think he has demonstrated that in the negotia­
tions over the budget package. A lot of people cast him in 
this process as being standoffish and stubborn. But he was 
just waiting until something was laid before him. 

On foreign affairs, he changed his mind and asked for a 
summit meeting with Soviet President Brezhnev. I person­
ally wish he had done it last year. 

Q Do you agree with those who say that too many Republi­
cans in Congress show a lack of discipline by failing to support 
Reagan? 

A I don't think that's totally accurate. I don't like the 
word discipline. I prefer Ito think in terms of loyalty. After 
all, the Congress should be independent. 

Ron Reagan hasn't lost a single major initiative on our 
side yet. So I think you are hearing some complaints about 
policy differences, but it doesn't mean the Republicans 
won't.be there when he needs them. 
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I do think you need some guidelines on loyalty. If soml'­
one sees fit to stray off and do his own thing, then h<' 
shouldn't look for help and support from the adn:iinistra­
tion. Lyndon Johnson and Harry Truman certainly under­
stood that game. Recently, we've become so sophisticated 
that no one knows what the guidelines are. 

Q Is the President well served by his staff? There seems to 
be more disagreement and backbiting- ' 
• A There is always some backbiting, whether it is a state 
capital or the White House. That's part of the ball game. 

The President hardly says a word about it-even ovl'r 
criticism from Republicans. There's no one in the world 
who is less of a headhunter than Ronald Reagan. In fact, ht> 
usually extends an olive branch to the complainers. 

Q Did Reagan make a mistake and fill too many administra­
tion posts with moderates rather than conservatives? 

A I hear this all the time-mostly from my fellow conser­
vatives: "You've surrounded the President with all thosl' 
moderates." 

But look at the White House. I don't tbink you can find 
anybody better than Jim Baker as chief of staff. He's C"X• 

tremely loyal and an extremely competent man. You've got 
Mike Deaver, Ed Meese, Helene Von Damm, Ed Rollins, 
and Bill Clark has come in to help. 

Certain elements of the right wing would never be hap• 
py unless you conform to the 100 percent litmus test. I just 
ask them to demonstrate to me where these people hav\' 
been disloyal. They can't. 

Q What about Vice President Bush? 
A He's just been marvelous-supportive, low-key and 

handling his responsibilities in the Serrate extremely well. If 
we made a right judgment in that convention, it was tlw 
selection of George Bush. 

Q In your opinion, do you think that Reagan will run for a 
second term? 

A I hope so. I think it has always been in his framework 
that he can't begin to do this job in four years and it has to 
be an eight-year shift. 

I spend a lot of time with him. He's upbeat. I've ncn·r 
seen him depressed. He loves Camp David. After the shoot• 
ing, it was a little tough. But he's in marvelous shape, and 
he really enjoys what he's doing. 

Q What's the best single piece of advice you can offer your 
friend.in the White House? 

A Talk to the people, and as often as possible. I've bl'l'II 

encouraging him for weeks and months, maybe to the point 
of being a nuisance, that he ought to get off the bench mon· 
and on the field. We've got the greatest communicator.. 
Let's use him. 

In the campaign, some worried that we would ovN1'\· 
p9se him. Overexposing Ronald Reagan as President is lik .. 
overexposing Bo Derek. It is just not going to happen. 

He's got to use the media-more particularly radio and 
television-to tell the people his side of the story. I l 

Copyright © 1982, U.S.News & World Report. Inc. 
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D,'.fl!,;;,tr,,_Friend of Ronald Reagan': --~ ·),:} 

:~~i:~~:Q~:~::,~:~~~~::~:~~~'.~:~:~;::~~~.~~ H~~~~::~:~~::f •.~~:! 
• article published last December in the New York Post under the ·•"'•\' ,.:~c:'<,,c 
·heading "Political Treachery in the White House'.'; this undermining';•· ' 
of· Reaganomics continues, in the enclosed Evans and Novak column;{ •• 
"The Turning of the President" published .April 23rd in the ' 
Washington Post. Please stop and read these two articles before~ 

:~~1:::~:::icles and conunents are appearing with alming . : ii'} 
: f.r:equency and this matter is a major topic of many private dis- ,,, ·~,:.,, ., ..... 
_1.cussions; especially among President Reagan's long-time supporte.r:s}f:·};:~~;: 
in•ind-out of Washington. 

·t(··~ : ;r ~1; r 

The result of this undermining is to create the image of Ronald 
Reagan as.a vacillating President who can't formulate a program 
and stick to it. • "For if the trumpet give an uncertain sound, 
w~~_shall·prepare himself to the battle." 

Years"of effort and hope helped to elect Ronald Reagan in 19_8O ... and/J~:,, 
millions of Americans rejoiced that we now had. our greatest opportuI_l_i_t,f 
to :re_.direct Americ':1 on a true, bold course into the next centur:{~}{~'<,;,}}~t 
And Ronald Reagan himself appears strongly and courageously comnu t:t.~<i. ;i,,,

0
~.! 

.to that course, maintaining the principles we support--a truly ··:\?)''t}iffJ~( 
. remarkable man ,_,-. )-J:~ 

. 3J • • , • • ,\_ • • tttiK 
,But ·h'is'• image is bein9" d~ily blurred. and dis~orted, and his. f irm~y "'.~t.i;~~ll 

_ stated, well-known pr:-nciplcs are being consistently undermined :.,·',i/ t 
\. and compromised by Wh 1 te House Sta~f ers and spokesmen, constantly 0·,t·/ • 

~-"• bargq.ining ~ hinting, explaining, re-stating and questioning the .. · .ti:,/ 
President's most basic policies. It is easy to see why media,· 

·, international leaders, businessmen and the "average" American 
. -1a.re uncertain about the outcome of his programs. 

i ';,f'fi 
,' •• -.~ij-' 
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Quietly~ steadily, the picture is forming of an amiable, uninformed, 
lazy, slightly confused poli ti.cian ... a L· r cry from the genuine, 
courageous statesman we knm·1 Ro1lalr1 Re;• r· ·1 1 o be. 

A failed economic program, an u.1,1biguous ::ocial program, a deferred 
defense p~ogram, an uncertain foreign policy ... any or all of these 

~.can demolish our nation's greatest opportunity for recovery. And 
·;history· may well record a one-term Reagan administration• as a 
~bland,·well-intentioned but ineffecti~e interim between the 
idisastrous Carter presidency and whatever comes next. 
~j4: ~ - ' 

~hy is this happening? What are the political qualifications 
~- of Mr Baker that embolden him to adopt the usurper's role?. 

He managed the 1976 Gerald Ford campaign which lost to 

~~;i: Jimmy Carter . ;; , , 

~; :: ~:::g:~ 5 G:::g:a::s:~: :::::/:::r::: :::e:::/:e:::::ca tion;f t~r 
;t_. nomination in a· campaign that termed Ronald Reagan's program ,,,.4;\;~::;·~,-t • 

:: ~~;:I;i~::;;~;;:~i:~~;i~:~ ii~~:~:~~!~ L :~~~a!~;~:;~:~! ~;:c::::on? .;.!!r 
Why does he advocate a tax raise during a recession?_ ·: ., • 

•~ !!~::i:;r ;:~m~!~~s t~~:!:me ~~! ~;f ~!~r:~~ s;~t;~i;::~:~r th
e , .. J:r~ 

: President's program in its projections. . .. -~;'.t-f.'. 
... i ·::_-'!:::~./1';~~'--. :~::..-.. . 

~;i_fn f~!:~d k~;w~i~~a!n J:::~i;i~~~ • i~1
io;:i~:i:i ~~e~~pu~ir~~;b~~!ders ':.<~,:;.-~:~-r--~-;_t,;_f,·,~_-.=-~_:_·,~--J',·~.t~_: 

in the .Senate at dross-purposes with the President's ~conomic ~·- -
program". In fact' most of the President's opposition has come -~ • •. 
not from. the media and Democrats as most suspect but from James. <,!~'~ 
Baker and Senate Republicans. . . ~ .•~·,-.,;r,-.• 'N~ 

• • ',.,? ,'.i,~::--.~~ 
!ul · ··'"°''("'"~ 

,.What chance does the President have of presiding over a succcsG 7 ,: ... _:.·:~:..:t 
'Jqministration in the midst of such disloyalty? None, I fear. •· i -~~iW{J'.~l~ 
'1A~thou~h the situation is bleak, Ronald ~eaga1: has faced such ti~~~-fivfi}!~:t 
situations before and he has come away with victory a~ thoso n.4. ~;i~~.;:):.°'(~':1; 
when he (1) ignon?d his advisors or (2) fired his advisors, f1 i • ,'•-,if-;-(S:~-~~ 

; followed his own ,instincts. His instinctive concei!5 a
nd ~ : .. :.·-~_/: ~-~{ti(!:~-fg: 

are ·-~- _l_arge ,.part- of_ his--appeal to the American pub ic. ....,·.. ..,. "l'''"'··i~ 

• I 2 .,'.]?\~~! tii 



Following a ·string of early losses in the 1976 primaries, Mr. Reag 
disregarded his advisors and roared to victory in North Carolina 
an:: Texas, stunning the incumbcnl. president. ,. 

Du::-i ng the 19 8 0 race, h J 'J110r 1 i :· c1dvi sors ano agreed to 
de:Jate Jimmy Carter - c1 decisj 1 •.J '-hat landed him in the White 
House. 

. ·_t.After ·his disastrous loss in the 1980 Iowa caucus, he met his ... / 
.' ··' :tjf~i ca::ipaign staff in Chicago and personally took charge. He fired -~> 
,\ CJi1f;John Sears the day of the New Hampshire Primary and began his ~,,M',: 

_.: ~,1:::c:::;::i:::~: F::e :::i ::::::::::::a: A~: ::::a:;vi:::e:~ • t!if 
. time for Ronald Reagan to ask James Baker for his resignation··:'~·-,:·t 

: Now is the time to replace James Baker with someone who is loyal:~_t< 
-~\ .•• .. ;:,-Ronald Reagan personally and to his programs. Now is the time ' 
.;,Jt/ .j/''for the man we elected to assume command of his own administration 
·t:\~ ~l;rrt· is essential that his key staff· be philosophically in tu?,~ ~}-th 

.• , ·;~#: ;J;the President; Mr Baker obviously is not. _ .. ::>~;:,\; J~~l~ 
:g :. if· .. ,- -~ 

• ~It is Vital that the President know what his key supporters ~hink~ 
·~ about this matter. • J·:: ' 

, Please write to me TODAY and give me your answer to the que~tion 
•• "SHOULD PRESIDENT REAGAN FIRE JAMES BAKER? 

.:All replies will be held in confidence. 

Sincerely, 

·. ··~ !/rA _t ~-
. !:.,.;:,Clymer L. Wright, • 

1980 Texas Finance Chairman 
• .Reagan for President 

7333 Harwin Suite #115 
••• •-~·Houston, Texas 77036 

. . ~:~ •• 

. • ,,,~_ . ;-,,~,-) 
t:,. 1 ~ • I' • ,~, .; ~ 
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--------------------··•-- -~---- -----------------
I?.owland Ji;va ns 
And l?obert !Vovak 

t1 , 11 •• ,mid up managing Rerigan administration 
I • 1: ~-·,n• c: last September, he. has st~bb,or_11ly , • .-
J, .. • 1 1:1, ·n· a resi5tii1g·11rC'~idcnt the doctrin.e . .of,.-.·, 
lmd1: . cirr-rlor David Stockman that Onli,:tax ii}-:_-:: 

V d f • • I crca~.:s ,ind e ense cuts can cure the economy;- • ., •... •. 

\'; li' • -t::. 
Tl1~ .1~urning 

.·:,Of· the Preside11 t 

Bal:cr's campaign for the last six weeks has quar- •• • 
a.ntinc·d the president from the likes of Kemp. Sen. 
William Roth somehow could not get time with the 
president for himself and 18 other Republican ·sena- • 
tors to pledge their loyalty, to his tax program. Re-

•. quests to see Reagan by the U.S. Chamber of Com-
l, Ronald Reagan, shielded from contamination by merce were ignored by the president's senior staff. 
1 .:· outside advisers for well over a month, rC>appeared The several dissenters on the While House staff, ap-

• "l;i before his congressional leaders April 20 looking palled at what was happening under Baker's direction, ,ij like just another president. In embracing the com- . saw the president surrounded and pres.sured. They • 
•0 promise budget package shaped by White House could not get word to him. Thus, Reagan tacitly ap~ .:. \ 

-' chief of staff James Baker during discussions with. proved.Baker's package, repudiating the. president's; .• .,~ 
,., congressional Democrats, President Reagan was_. own pr'JJJciples and promises by advocating a.surtax on , ,· 

;" following the trail blazed by his predecessors: futile "wealth," a doubled federal gasoline tax, deep pefense . 
-~.:'. bipartisan attempts to balance the budget by cut- .... cu4'l and_ reduced Social Security payments.. Only_ : . 

• ting defense sp'ending and increasing taxes.• Kemp protested at the April 20 meeting. Buftl1e ·nexi ·_. _ 
i: Reep. J~ck Kemp,dchahirman

1
of dt~e·House Rhepudbli-: day showedd. fiilthatbt ~e whis¥ in c

11
Ioser tou0 \\hitli

1
thedHohi~·-:. • 

can on,erence an t e on y 1ssent.er t at ay . rank nn • e an· ·co eagues m t e ea ers p. • • •• 
among the GOP congressional chieftains, suggested. • Such junior Republicans as Reps. Dim' Lungren and_-•. 

. the package was a terrible bargain for their party William Dannemeyer of California and·Ney,ion Gin- •: ,', 
" that would not be acceptable to rank-and-file mem-. grich of Georgia opposed- the shape of the emerging : 

• . bers. His prophecy was fulfilled the next day when • compromise at the House Republican Conference, ,.~; 
the conference shouted rowds opposition to Baker's producing chNrs and applause. . • • • 
bargain. Actually, Democratic reluctance to accept Indeed, opposition to the surtax and higher gaso-

. " anything less tha:n a ripping apart of the Reag-an tax line taxes is so intense· that'the package would be·· 
·t~ cut (still resisted by the president) probably dooms supported by scarcely more than 70 out of 192 Re· • .... 

the Baker package anyway. Nevertheless, the nature publican House members: The regular Republican : • 
of Reagan's presidency has been subtly al.tered. He . leadership in Congress; accustomed to- both defeat·· • 

,_. has shown for the first time a willingness to abandon and respectability, has insisted a ,deal y,ith Speaker , ,. 
deeply held principle for what the conventional wis• Thomag P. O'Neill is. esse·ntial, even iLU1e price is _. . 
dom perceives as something that will work. high. In permitting hims·e1f to be maneuvered into ' 

This is a new triumph in the remarkable career that posture, Reagan has followed an undistin- • 
of Jim Baker, who twice managed campaigns to guished presidential pat_tern., . . • 
keep Reagan from the presidenti~l nomination and ©1982. field ~~!prises. Inc~ ., • • 

•? • 

·J:) 
',;!>· ~ 



1'he ("on,!: rt ,,r p, , •• r :-,l l!('a- Port or Jhc Dakcr-Gerg~n version 
Gil n's 1·hk:f : ',fos • :d.. ,·,.: w•s- wns f li:\t "lhe more traditional eco-
trons iJ .. .,nt 'ln:-li- 1u,ml• f•:: ,tlly, ~ nomh;t !i'" ur1,;c-d Reagan to Increase 
al>out the ,·,·•lY tlw Wlilte Hou~c is tnx'es. In !act1 onJy the Jong-retlred 
lX?ing run1 aud nhout the sense of • Arthur Burns and He.rbcrt Stein did 
collective rc:.;ponsibiUty which the • ·so~ all the oth~rs were opposed. • 

• President's· chief advisers owe him. , Reagan took the first opportunity 
Nowhere is this more clear U1an in to corrccl this distortion al his Dec. 

the vexed area of whcther·-tax In- 18 press conference, saying: 
creases should be' 1m~ped ·fn .'next .- "Y ., .... fl.. • b d t . . .Jo .H.ucc..c~.n.,Pr.nm.1.,'::,~...1:,11e..Ame_rl~ 
years u ge as a means of ·reduc-: l>COJ>Jc..Jlm~ ..... ...1...J:hJuJ,JuL.IJI~ 
jng future· deficits. ' •• • '' ~- -·. ' h!...~s;-5j~f1!):C::_1J_rum.l~-~ 

Clearly the President and the ina~ Not a man to brive up easily, Baker 
• jority of his economic advisers ·are promptly ~t.ullatcd. Within minutes, 

' against this course.· ==- • he . ln$tructcd \Vh.Ue House spokes-
• . • • • ., .. : . • . . mo.n Larry Speakes to ·~ounce that 

. M· N : • d I I:.. • : Rcagn.n had not meant what he saJd 
t.-i 11(fge CC!"S _- . and did not !nean to ~e out all forms 

---.-- · · · . =~· .. . ot ~•revenue enhancementn --=.. a 
Equall) clearly the White House ··· dreadru1 · euphernJsm for • tax In• 

chief of staff James Baker, and the creases, • 
arready discredited Budget.Director; 

•• I 
1 David Stockman. are for it. .And, ft .,. ,. • 

seems, no matter what the' Presh •• i,, 

dent dccf des, they are determined, 
like querulous chHdren, to get their· . What a treacherous masquerade! 
own way, even to the extent of or•. - What a revcJatlon of disloyalty! What i 
chestrating damaging mt.·dia leaks do tht.-sc seJf-imp;)rtant.. unelected ap-, 
diluting the st~ngth of the Presl- pointees to Reagan's staff, dressed in 
dent's determination. tpelr brief authority, prcswne them: 

Take, for example the ·events just selves to be? More to the point. what 
bt~fore ChrJstmas. Reagan 1.n- ~ they hying to do? • 
s1I\Jcted Baker to announce that he They are certainly not supporting • 

.. was not prepared to countenanc·e the PresJdent. Are they already a,r. , 
t,uc increases, selective or otherwise. ranging their prosJX-cts ·ror office 
Stra.ightfoi-ward enough, you ·would. three yea.rs frorq now? •. • 
tliink? Not so. Baker briefed.his a.co- The day after Reagan's press con-;- 1 

lyte. ·Whlte House comrnunlcaUons ference, Baker and Stockman, hav- • , 
dJ.redor David R. Gergen, to add the,-. fng made the 'President look foolish,• 

1 

following cryptic pnrngraph to what proceeded t~ • dclh~er Uie coup de ·.~ 
should have been an unequivocal an• grace. • 

..,.. nouncemeot: • • • . • A.gain decllning to be identified,· 
• "It may be that proposals for se- they leaked to their f't1-vorlte snat>, 
lecUve tax lnc.rew-es , ·• ~ that would pers-up ol', W-consfdc-red trifles that 
not confllct with the stimulative na■■ • •· the tax increase was by· now favored , 
f..ure of hls economic prop-am will n~t ~nly 

1
by Baker but also by the~; 

IM, presented by him' to hlB advtfi.era .. President s two other senior advisers,., 
oi· by others, Including the leaders Michael K Deaver and Edwin Meese. ,. 
of' Congress." .... •· ,. .... , . That V'&.S 'pure ~onnatJon!l 

That sounds and reads more Jike _Meese w~ on the West Co~ and· 
an attempt ~f the consplrato~ to had mad~ nq. such . decision, while .: ' 
pr·cvo.ll than a signal Uiat all the• Dca~r• wh~ ,Jooks after the Presl- ~ ! 

PJ-es.ident's men are now 1n accorcl, . ~lent s appointments, Is the man who 
. . , . .. . O?J:SWJ Uy a<Mses his cbJef to !allow • 

. - t - • his lrlst1nct.s. + ... ~- - • r-i g lJ re fi d d Ii n g . . •.• • Baker and st.odcman. then -~eJ'-
- ---...................... ~ reached. They began suggesttng that 

• How many Umes must Baker 'and their dub'9us cabal fncJuded ~aswy: 
Stockman be told. tile" Presldeot•s Secrelacy' Regan.■ ~us the 71mcra.S 
policy by the President hfmselt be.: next day: • .! •• / • '!f 
fore they stop leak1ng to his dema• "The· new• A~lon eco-·; 

1 

gog-fc opponents Ulef.r:dlstorted vei-~ . nomlc forecast and tax propoti!l 
sfons of what should be a confiden- • represents a growlnc coosensua 
tln.J process? . • • • ,: 1• • among- the President's C,op advf5en!; 

The stro.~ems • Dakcr and ·stock• . .that tax Increases nn, needNI. It i. J 
man -have been using to pe~-uade ' .slgnJrk.nnt, for ,eXJUUple. thal 1he 'f 

--Rea.gan-ha-1.s.. wr.o~vc been ex- Trea&ury. Dept.· ~u.ppo~ . the _ .J 

pos,-"'<i here before. The vrur ... .8imp1y· · f o.recA&t.. ~ .. • =-~ ... ~· - ·- ·. • •• ' ·.c•! · 
fiddJed with the basic R.%-umpUons o! • , • • • 1 • 

projt.~ real· growth and Jn.OaUon to , ·r,· ma to ,'end ·1t 
portray euch • soaring budget d_cficlts . . U! w .,. . • 
that Reagan would have , to capttu• . It does no such thing. Nor does It 
late. . '. •• ... : . • ·• ~. ·· ' . • : ••. support ·a lax Increase. And It cer• • 

I Reagan·_ha.s --. persistently"i-efu.sect,: tainly does' not' suppoi1, 'the' devious' 
to do so w,d, in the process. has .. moves by Baker • and Stockman to 
been virtually: unanhnously suppo~ .· push one through. • I' ·-,. 

ted ~l his economic. ~dvisera. This. . This dB.,fflaging dJ\"t"rsfon he.& ione , 
&J>ecfOcally. wa.s • the. position of • on for too long. It should never have·-

, those adv1~rs at a White House ··- gone on at·a11. ·'" " ....... :· .~.---~· -~:·'· 
. meeting OD Dec. 10,. : • • . • · • Baker and Stockman att iot run-. ·: 

. " It was. not the posJ~on ~-bJch ~ nlng thl;s AdrnJnJ~traUon. How long ·.• 
and ~rgen leaked to "trustccr' repor-··· . before the .President teUJt'thein their 
l.t~. In~ the Nttio York Tlme.i re-. time is upT • • • : • ·.~· •• •• '"' -: • 

• - - _ .·: .. _ •• _ . "-~, ... -- • ,! 
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lnteNiew With Senator Paul Laxalt 

1·· Presid111nt un·der Fire-
View of a Close Frien:d 
How is Reagan bearing up in a period of crisis both at home 
and abroad? Does he get discouraged, worry about the 
polls, the fall elections, a second term in 1984? One of his 
oldest confidants in Washington gives a rar, glimpse of 
the nation's Chief Exttcutive In private m'oments. 

Q Senator Laxalt, you're known aa the President's closest 
friend In Congress. Just how much does he confide in you? 

A We're in regular communication by telephone, and I 
go down to the White Hou.se for lunch from time to time. 
Sometimes I think I spend 1nore time .there than on Capitol 
Hill. They kid me down there that I'd better get a cot at the 
White House. 
• Our conversation isn't always heavy. We're just a couple 
of old buddies. I was gov1,mor of Nevada when he was 
governor of California. We 11ve been together for many 
years, and we approach issues in basically the same manner. 

Q ta· Reagan discouraged aa problems continue to pile up 
during this second year In office? 

A It is absolutely amazin.g; but he's not. He continues to 
be supremely optimistic about the future .. He has such 
great faith in the essence of his programs and feels it is just 
going to take some time to tum things around. 

Q What about hie drop In the public-opinion polls? 
A He isn't overly worried about that, either. He under­

stands it is part of the business he's in. Most of us under­
~tand that the second year is usually a slump year. In his 
case, it is particularly true because of the recession. • 

So he's aware but not upset that his personal popularity 
has come down .. His concer:n now is how this will affect the 
Republican Party in the November elections. 

Q Have you wamed the Pl"lesident about the danger of heavy 
GOP losses this fall? 

A Oh, yes. A lot of us have told him we could have • 
difficulties if we don't ge1: interest rates down and the 
economy continues in the ,doldrums. We've told him that 
wdess things change for the better, the next two years 
could be long and miserable for Ronald Reagan. • 

But there's good news, too. Of our 12 SeQS.te incumbents 
up for re-election this year• almost all appear to be in good 
shape, according to a recenlt poll we received. 

Q -Critics say Reagan Is a stubborn Ideologue. Is he flexible 
enough to adJuet to the raalltltis of domestic and foreign affairs? 

A Sure. I think he has demonstrated that in the negotia­
tions over the budget pacbge. A lot of people cast him in 
this process as being standcifish and stubborn. But he was , 
just waiting until somethine: was laid before him. 

On foreign affair~, he chEL11ged his mind and asked for a 
summit meeting with Soviet President Brezhnev. I person­
ally wish he had done it last year. 

Q Do you agree with thost! who say that too many Aepubll• 
cans in Congre88 show a lack of discipline by falling to support 
Reagan? 

A I don't think that's totally accurate. I don''t like the 
word discipline. I prefer to think in terms of loyalty, After 
all, the Congress should be independent. 

Ron Reagan hasnl lost a single major initiative on our 
side yet. So I think you are hearing some complaints about 
policy differences, but it doesn't mean the Republicans 
won't be there when he neE~ds them. 
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I do think you need so~e guidelines on loyalty. If some­
one sees fit to stray off and do his own thing, then he 
shouldn't look for help and support from the administra­
tion. Lyndon Johnson and Harry Truman certainly under­
stood that game. Recently, we've become so sophisticated 
that no one knows what the guidelines are. 

Q Is the President well served by his staff? There seems to 
Iba more disagreement and backbiting--

A There is always some backbiting, whether it is a state 
capital or the White House. That's part of the ball game. 

The President hardly says a word about it-even over 
criticism from Republicans. There's no one in the world 
who is less of a headhunter than Ronald -Reagan. In fa.ct, he 
usually extends an olive branch to the complainers. 

a· 1Dld Reagan make a mistake and fill too many admlnlstra• 
tlon posts with moderates rather than conservatives? 

A I hear this all the time-mostly from my fellow conser­
vatives: .. You've surrounded the President with all those 
moderates." 

,e Deaver, Ed Meese, ne 
and Bill Clark has come in to help. 

Certain elements of the right wing would never be hap­
py unless you conform to the 100 percent liµnus test. I just 
ask them to demonstrate to me where -these people have 
been disloyal. They can,t. 

Q What about Vice President Bush? 
A He's just been marvelous-■-6upportive, low-key and 

handling his responsibilities in the Senate extremely well. If 
we made a right judgment in that convention, it was the 
selection of George Bush. 

Q In your opinion, do you think that Reagan wlll run for a 
aacond term? 

A I hope so. I think it has always been in his framework 
that he can't begin to do this job in four years and it has to 
be an eight-year shift. 

I spend a lot of time with him. He's upbeat. I've- never 
seen him depressed. He loves Camp David. After the shoot­
ing, it was a little tough. But he's in marvelous shape, and 
he res,lly enjoys what he's doing. 

Q What's the best single piece of advice you can offer your 
friend In the White House? 

A Talk to the people, and as often as possible. rve been . 
encouraging him for weeks and months, maybe to the point 
of being a nuisance, that he ought to get off the bench more 
and on the fiel~. We've got the greatest communicator. 
Let's use him. 

In the campaign, some worried that we would overex­
p9se lµm. Overexposing Ronald Reagan as President is like 
overexposing Bo Derek. It is just not going to happen. 

He's got to use the media-more particularly radio and 
television-to tell the people his side of the story. D 

Copyright © 1982, U.S.News & World Report, Inc. 





THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASi·IINGTON 

May 19, 1982 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Fleckenstein: 

I'm sorry to be so late in answering your 
letter, but it has only just reached my 
desk. First, let me say I have placed your 
son's bracelet with the others. I did so 
with mixed emotions; pride

0

in these splendid 
young men but sorrow at the tragedy these 
symbols represent and,. yes, anger at those 
responsible. • 

I remember the affair at the Century as does 
Nancy, and have a vivid memory of that day, 
in the office at Sacramento. I've met Todd 
recently_-- a grown-up young man now. 

I can only tell you that efforts continue, and 
every report or rumor of the kind you mentioned 
in your letter is checked out. I know there is 
a perception that little action is taking place 
but this is because the operations that are 
going on are of a covert nature. The communists 
now in charge in Vietnam offer no cooperation, 
so it has become necessary to follow another 
course. 



- 2 -

I will personally bring to the attention of the 
Secretary of Defense your son's case, and re­
iterate my own position that we continue to 
resolve this situation with every resource 
available to us. • 

There are no wo:rds that can be helpful -- I wish 
there were. Please know you are iri our thoughts 
and prayers. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. and Mrs. John A. Fleckenstein 
Box 3508 
Big Bear Lake, California 92315 



., 
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For ·a corisidera1>le_ .iengt'h o·f time we wene quite active in POW/MIA 
affairs, speaking,;_to gro'ups of·a11 ki;nds and sizes, writing to news­
papers and world i~j,_gni taries, talking .. ·to radio and· TV personnel,· etc. 
We met you and _Mrs. Reagan and shook·hands with you both at a POW/MIA 
function· at a-.'Ceritu:ty ,.Center dinner. Nancy even hugged Gladys. Gladys 
was standing right next .to ·-you in'·-youi office as Governor when young 
~ndd~ Hansen tapped :you 9~ the shoul~er and asked to go to the bath 
ro9m during a pre~_s conference. She made several other trips to Sac­
ramento, to ._Washington·, D. C ._ .5 or 6 • times, to. Geneva, Switzerland 
to the International' Red Cross Headquarters, and then to Paris, where, 
with a group of other POW/MIA·family members, she stood across the 
street from the building where the peace talks were being held. Fin­
ally, she and a friend flew to Bangkok, Thailand and then on to Vien­
tiane, Laos, where she·· met· with Ambassador Whitehouse and was briefed 
by a Colonel Henry~.t • ; " _ • •" • ' •• 

I detail this' 'his'tory to let you know. how involved we have been; 
and how coric'f3rned we are with this subject. After the POW'S came home, 
interest in the MIA'S· d:iminished' and the'·media refused, to· speculate 
on the MIA' s··~ 1rhen Congressman .Sonny Montgomery published his commit-
ee' s report that ·there were no Americ~p.s alive as prisoners in South­
east Asia.• Short11.ther.ea;fter,·in w~a't I have always believed was a 
premature and unwise decision, the.services began sending Notice of 
Presumptive Finding ·of Death notices to the families. This decision 
has always rankled me for se:veral reasons; 1--There were some 200 men 
who were reported, and in some .instances, photographed alive on the 
ground after ca:pture, who dicii;. ri.bt return home, their bodies. were never 
accounted for, not.did their names.show up on a death list .• '.These .. 
accounts and ph6tos appeared in both communist and neutral periodicals. 
2--If the U.S. Government declared these: ahd all other MIA'S dead, what 
pressure could ·be brought to bear ort the Communists to release anyone 
who might be alive'?· , .. . • • 

,: • • ,.,i 

. Re·cent reports indicate that aertal. surveillance of sections of 
southeast Asia bi satellites have-~ilmed men in loc~tions where trained 
and skilled photo interpreters haie st~ted that measurements of skadows 
indicate the.photo subjects are ·too tall to be Asians and must be Cau­
casians. Them too, :the "bdat people'' have told of seeing white men in 
their.areas. It is'possible some of the~e ~en may be deseFters or per­
haps, Americans.who accepted discharge in Southeast Asia and remained 
there because they had Vi_etnamese wives or girl friends. Hut they 
could also be MIA personnel.held captive. We have also heard reports 
that Hanoi hold:s many American bodi~s in a w_arehouse, perhaps as many 
as 400 or more. • 



. . 
We believe that there· are some Americans, either with government 

or private connections and backing, who are attempting to investigate 
and check out these sightings and reports. 

While we have no desire to be privy to any classified information 
~~- on such happenings~ we do request you personally, and your adminis­

~:·.f-:.:.-:,..: •tration, to continue to pursue diligently any activity which might 
,,.:-f,-~··.'. •. shed any light on the MIA personnel. ' Efforts to bring home the bodies •fl11b '.'.":· of the men Hanoi holds should be made a top priority. Gladys and I • • 
~""f-'_t) a~tended: the Mass and funeral for Captain Al Castro, an Army helicopter 
,tr\:· pilot., whose parents we met and grew to love almost as our own family. 

~.t!_:_l' Some of Captain Castro's remains were returned home. Terribly sad as 
.- the ceremony was, ae I told Al Castro Sr. after the funeral, "You do 

y,,. 
·-~~ . .:. 

;~¾7; 
''!; 
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f-ift" ' 
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hav:e a body, while the majority of the MIA families do not". 

Frequently, at night, Larry comes to sit at his mother's bedside, . 
talk to her ancl ask her to help him. You can well "imagine the terrible 
effect such dreiams cause to a sensitive and loving woman and mother. ·~·~i( 

It is my earnest belief that thesa terrible, racking dreams will onl 
be stopped by e:ome evidence that proves Larry is either dead or alive. 
I realize such evidence may never evolve. But if the efforts of your­
self, your administration, or the military can bring relief to even one 
parent of an MIA, 1· believe these efforts will not have been wasted. • 

• Last Sunday Gladys and I met Mrs. Ron Dodge, whose husband's remains 
were returned to the US recently. She told us of a ceremony in your~­
presence and mentioned that she saw in the Oval Office a small display 
of POW/MIA bracelets. We are enclosing one of Larry's bracelets in the 
hope you may see fit to add it to your display. 

I apologize for the verbosity of my letter, but it is my hope that 
this information and these. thoughte may inspire you to increase your 
efforts on our behalf, and even more so, for the MIA'S. 

Respectfully, 

c2~e J32e.,_CL~~~ 
.. / 

// 
John A. Fleckenstein 
Box 3508 
Big B!ar Lake CA 92315 

"' .:··:,, ·,'( 
• '' ; 
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Fred, 

Eldon Haske~ll said he spoke with Bill Luton Jr., 
manager of KEYT, Key Television Inc., a TV station 
in Santa Barbara affiliat'ed with ABC. Luton said the 
station would show the videotap ~ locally and also 
put it on their nationwide network. • Haskell was not 
clear on the details or arrangements or time.· • Luton also said 
he would make the videotape available to CBS and NBC 
if they wanted it. • ~ 

Luton's. phone number is :805-965-8533 if anyone wants 
to talk to him. Should Haskell ask him to keep it local? 

Haskell's phone is 805-969-4117. 

Regarding the patriotic program, they expec·t 20,000 to 
25,000 people at the Santa Barbara City College stadium. 
They 1·d like a patriotic message or speech, any length 
the ·President chooses. The videotape will be shown on 
a large.screen in the front of·the stadium. In addition 
to this, there will be martial music, Air Force and 
Navy planes; Marine helicopters, and $100,000 worth of 
fireworks. 

Haskell asked for a photo and a message for the brochure 
saying "This wi11· 6ertainly be one.of the largest 
patriotic events on the 4th 11 or something. Shall we 
send a photQ quickl,,Y ~n.d skip the statement? 

. \fft~~ 5/all-. • • 
Haskell talked to the President personally about the 
tape once, and he said he'd be happy to do it. -, . 

The tape should be sent to: Mr .. Eldon Haskell 
1224.Coast Village Circle 
Santa Barbara, CA 93108 

Cristy 
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With the Pr◄esident ~ s best· wishes~ 

·: .'-~J?/}??~: . 
•-;-•.-.~:. . ....... 

Sincerely, 

. /· Gregory J •. Newell 
Special Assistant 
to·the President 

Mr. Eldon Haskell 
Haskell Enterprises _ 
1224 Coast Village Circle 
Santa Barbara, CA, 93108 
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£NT£RPRIS£S 
1224 COAST VILLAGE CIRCLE 

SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA 93108 

(80!!) 969-4117 

December 16_, 1981 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

I . 

Enclosed find another letter from our mutual artist friend, 
Jack Swanson. I have ~lways checked with Holmes before 
using your ZIP Code ·and I hope this meets with your approval. 

Holmes also has. approved my working with Bob Tuttle on a 
massive Fourth ·of July Celebratiori being put together by 
a very patriotic police ·officer named Edward A. Aasted who 
has already raised thousands of dollars for fireworks. 
We believe it will easily be the best exhibition in California 
at least. 

I have already told the committee that it is not rational 
to have you make an appearance in the 20,000 crowd they are 

ing due to security but I hope we mig_h.t ge~ a tap§, 
or otherwise, for a short patriotic comment from you. 

so, we will arrange for National TV covera e 

I hesitate to try this since my experience where I arranged 
for th~ Thunder Birds, with their approval, and the approval 
of Major General Coy to fly over your Ranch before the in­
auguration. I was shot down by a Carter appointee at the 
last minute. I hope this one will be more successful. 

Like most Americans, I wish to congratulate you on your 
unbelievable successes so far, and, as one of those who 
went into France in the invasion, I am also pleased to 
learn of the preparations for Cuba. 

Respectfully yours, 

~~~ 
Eldon Haskell 
EH:hk 

I ? 

UI 
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;f:: •. ::· To the 1982 Groduotes of The Thacher Schoolr • • • : • 
~-.-:., ! 

:-:~~-~if .. 
. }i~:·'.· 

•. I~ • 

Your graduation marks an important milestone In your lives and Is 
•. on occasion for joy and celebration. . . . . 

,;. As graduates of a small, private school, you hove be.en afforded 
opportunities that few ore privileged to receive. Thacher's emphasis 
on the development c,f the mJnd and body- through programs like 
riding, camping and c,ther physfcol activities - leoves you well~ounded 
and prepared for the future. Further, you have learned the invaluable 
lessons of self-relicn:e, respect for others, trust and cooperation • 
I con think of no higher qualiHes- to possess os you enter the world 
_Old ossum~ responsibilities. • 

.. _._ Whatever course you follow on leaving fhe Thacher School, the 
' overwhelming fact is that all -~f you hove an essential role to play 

In America's future. What we do together• as fellow countrymen, 
wlll determine If our promise of freedom wlll remain o reality or 
simply fade. So, I fiotle that you will always remembeT to give your 

:;,1_;_:_;_1,:_;,:,t.: ___ •• ~~I~~~~~~i~1~~ 
-~-. • to become all. that wet wont to be. 

;.::,.:, . 

;ii;~{'·· .• I am happy to join your friends, your families ond faculty in 
G-1f:::,'.••· ' congratulating you on your graduation. God bless you, ond all my 
ii)f\t • best for the fulfillment of your every gool In the years to come. 

:it.;);· ,; -.·.:_;,; 

. • Senf to: .'.· 

,iJ~-... •• 

.- J/ bee: Helene vonDamnn 
.::~:;~{1:i.-.: '• 

Dr. Willard G. Wyman 
Headmaster 
The Thacher School 
Ojai, California 93023 
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THE THACHER· SCHOOL 
5025 THACHER ROAD • OJAI. CALIFORNIA 93023 • (805) 646-4377 

Mr. Gregory J. Newell 
Special Assistant to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Newell: 

April 1, 1982 

. Thank you for your letter of March 19th. I have 
been following the President's plans and -- though I 
sighed to realize it~- it was becoming clear that the 
European summit meeting might edge out The Thacher School 
as his top priority for June 5th·. 

It was a wonderful possibility, however, and one 
that meant much to us simply because it was a possibility. 
We are delighted that he gave us the consideration he did, 
and I hope you will relay to him our thanks. 

• I'm sure President Reagan knows that we look for-/'/ 
• ward ~o any message he can provide us for the graduation 

exercises. 

WGW:crw 

Sincerely, 

l<_j c:L ( c---,~ 11 ~)1 i_,,;."},y~,--­

Wi 11 a rd G. Wyman, Ph.D. 
Headmaster 

h• .. ,., .. -: ,, ,~,.~ 
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This in vd,th rcf:er~nce to F'Y lett.cr of lr:~st .-ruJ.y 77 t.CJ 

yc.,u cr.nccrn:tnr; yc1.::ir invi t:;;1 tion to the: Pn.:-,d,i:c.nt t-c t:n 
the ccmr.,cncor,ent ~,pe,l}:er nt 'i'bc ~rl1_acher Fchocl c•n 
June 5 of thi~ year. 

The- Pr~si dent is v~rv sorrv he new r,u~ t J1 ~1ve r~c t.e 11 you 
be ~,il 1 be· .ur:abJ.~ to~ bP ~•ri th yc1.1 en Junr; S. ~his co~es 
at the tiIT•<? !"J(.> wil.l l::r: .lP rur.oF~ fer th<~ Fccr,c-r~ic r~rn:,r'it, 
but he r.-lcrn.u tc ~0rid "~ pc-rscnc.J r::~2s!:a.9c fer ycl:r c}rildu,e;­
ticn c.>:r::rciisc-s. Jn th6 mc,untir~c-, tl0 r: Fresi.dc,rt sc,rn'r; 
you hisJ:lnc1 r0r:r,u•r:. c'.lnd·vnry bC:.~t ,,1ieh('t.. 

'>( 
t7ill,1rrl C. Fynar-1, Ph.t:'. 
Gfficc cf the nc,:H1rrD.st("!l'." 

•:rbc Th_acrcr Schoel 
0 j C:, l_, l,J'. '.'.'.,I:~. ,; 

Cr.c!,~(.'ry ,J. Me1dcl] 

Special Assietnnt 
to the f:'rf).S.i<:!cr. t 

· • / • '~ • • t Gl v er c.:ir,_, 1nc0rnns tc Pa · eascn, r00~ 94 for ~rssage 



July 27, 1961 

Dear Dr. Wymari: 

'£he Presidcimt has asked me to thank you. for your letter 
of June 19 and for the very cordial and appealing 
invitation it conveyed to him to be the corr-raenccmant 
speaker at 'l'he Th_acher School nel,t year on June· 5. 

While he Vc;J.ry r:mch appreciates your thoughtfulness in 
offering h:lm this opportunity, the President ]-:nows you 
will underi;tand he is \l.nable to project his schedule for 
next ,June this far ahead. lle .has asked, though, that 
we carry yc)Ur invitation forward for careful consid~r­
ation as hio calendar for late next Spring is under 
advisement and tell you that just as soon as it: is 
possible tci give you· a definite responae about joining 
you on. JuhE!· 5 we will le.I: you know .. 

With the P1=esident' s kind regard and very best wishes 
to you, 

Willard G. Wyman, Ph.D. 
Office.of the Headrr.aster 
The i'.i'h 111r-:r: ~!' Sr.hnn l 
Oj af~ 1..,,h • tei .• -~ 

Sincerely, 

Gregory J. ·:1ewell 
Gpocial ~ssintant 
to the President 

/..:c t inc: 1'1Rawlins ·tor 6/5/82 • pending files 
GJh:mhr:emb-24a 

I 





·~, .~.,~~;+-.t ':•!(:i.. • 
·we wo~i4 ~~ .delighted t6~lJ~~-•.you sp~ak, ·and riot 

only becau.se you are ·the- Pres1dent ~--6'£· the United States, • 
·but becaus.e as~iP~esident yoµ .. are•"i.hOf~: o~·e of the peopl~.~ _:_ · .. 
simply nic·e~? •iu{d··m<;>re htitii.ble ..:.:-- .:·~han ,."a.lmost any of _.the· me~ 
w~o 'ye ever he.ld ~hat off.ice .. •. ~d ·certainly you are on_e • • 

., ., ~-~·.' .. Qf,, _t_he mo"st._:we~tet-:n:l _in your .,opt;J~j_.$tµ; in your aspira-
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I 
THE: WHITE: HOUSE: 

WASHINGTON 

May 19, 1982 

NOTE FOR ED MEESE 
JIM BAKER 
MIKE DEAVER 
CRAIG FULLER 

Please note the President 
says we should talk about 
this. 

Richard G. Darman 

Attachment 

• /}6.~ J 3 t" S S 
V ,4-ou / 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 18, 1982 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

Attached for your consideration is 
a decision memo on whether the 
Administration should support 
H.R. 5600, a proposed bill. that 
would recreate Social Security 
benefits for widows and orphans 
of all veterans who died of 
·service-connected causes. 

0MB opposes H.R. 5600, and suggests 
instead that new, more limited, 
legislation be drafted. 

Mike Deaver, Ken Duberstein, and 
HHS support OMB's option. 

Richard G. Darman 



MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

ISSUE: 

RICHARDS. SCHWEIKER, CHAIRMAN PRO TEM 
CABINET COUNCI.r:l9Njl~ES 

Benefits for~ or Orphans of Veterans 
Who Died.of Service-Connected Causes 

Does the nation owe something special to widows 
and orphans of service men who died as a result of 
their military service? 

BACKGROUND: 

A provision of the Budget Reconciliation Act of 1981 eliminated 
Social Security survivors' benefits for widows when their oldest 
child reached 16 years of age instead of 18. In addition, 
children from 18 to 22 years of age lost their Social Security 
survivors' benefits. In the past these benefits were available 
while attending college. 

Survivors of veterans who die from service-connected causes 
receive a separate veterans' benefit. Widows receive a benefit 
until their youngest child reaches age 18, children receive 
benefits while attending college until age 22. Until the 1981 
Budget Reconciliation Act widows and orphans received benefits 
from both the Veterans Administration and the Social Security 
Administration. 

HR 5600 OPTION: 

HR 5600 would recreate the Social Security benefits in the form 
of additional veterans' benefits for widows and orphans of all 
veterans who died of service-connected causes. The Cabinet 
Council on Human Resources decided to make no recommendation at 
this time. 

Arguments for the HR 5600 Option: 

o Politically sensitive because of special status of veterans 
killed on duty or who died from service-connected causes. 

o These benefits could be considered part of the compensation 
package for members of the military service unlike Social 

Security survivors. 



2 

o Congress may have taken into consideration available Social 
Security benefits when setting the current veterans' benefits.· 

Arguments Against the HR 5600 Option: 

o Cost would be $50-60 million per year. 

o Possible precedent for the 1983 Veterans' Pension Program 
with a potential cost of $11-13 million. 

o Would treat widows and orphans of veterans differently from 
other Social Security survivors. 

0MB OPTION 

0MB opposes supporting HR 5600 but offers an option limited to 
survivors of Vietnam veterans killed in or who died from combat 
causes. If this option is selected, 0MB recommends that the 
Administrator of the Veterans Administration be asked to draft 
a legislative proposal creating a new set of benefits. 

Arguments for the 0MB Option: 

o Would limit program to survivors of Vietnam combat veterans. 

o Would not hie an explicit reversal of ·prior Administration policy. 

o May be less costly. 

Arguments Against the 0MB Option: 

o Would not include survivors of non-Vietnam combat veterans 
and of all veterans whose death were service-connected but 
not the result of combat. 

o Because it would be a new program, benefits and converage 
could be expanded by Congress resulting in more cost than 
HR 5600 whi;::::h would recreate the old benefi~ 

DECISION: 

1. HR 5600 Option. 

APPROVE DISAPPROVE 

2. 0MB Option. 

APPROVE DISAPPROVE 

3. Other 

~~~~,:;J..L~~ 
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Document No. __ o_6 s_l_3_a_s_s_ 

WHifE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: ___ s_1_1_1_1_a 2 __ 

• ....----~ ,.~ • '. 
ACI10N1coNcuRRENcE1coMMENT DUE svl TODAY • ,. 

SUBJECT: -~H;;..;;•..;;..R;..;.;.·__,;:_5..;;..6 ..;;..o o.;;.._-__;;;B=E=N=E.;;;_F.;;;;:,I.;;;_T;;;..S ....;F;;_O;..:R~W:..::I:.:::D..::;O.:.:.W.::;.S_O.:::.;R:.:.·;_:O:.:R:.:.;:P;_:;HA=N:.::S__:;_OF::..,_V.:..:E:;.:T:.:E:.:RAN~:.::S__;__W~HO.;;,__,;D:.:I:.:E:.:D:._ 

OF SERVICE-CONNECTED CAUSES 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI. 

VICE PRESIDENT □ □ GERGEN. □ □ 

MEFSE □ □ HARPER □ □ 

BAKER □ □ JAMFS □ □ 

DEAVER □ □ JENKINS □ □ 

STOCKMAN □· □ MURPHY □ □ 

CLARK □ □ ROLLINS □ □· 

DARMAN OP □ss WILLIAMSON □ □ 

DOLE □ □ WEIDENBAUM □ □ 

DUBERSTEIN .. ,. .... --~✓ 
·"" 

□ BRADY /SPEAKES □ □ 

FIELDING □ □ ROGERS □ □ 

FULLER □ □ □ □ 

Remarks: 

May we have youir comments by c.o.b. today. Thank you. 

Response: 

Richard G. Darman 
Assistant to the President 
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~i\~1/ . =m~tNo._o_651_3a_ss_ 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

5/17/82 
DATE: _____ _ ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY:_. _T_O_D_A_Y _____ ___, 

SUBJECT: __ H-_._R_._5_6_0_0_-_B_E_N_E_F_I_T_S_F_O_R_W_ID_O_W_S_O_R_·_O_R_P_H_A_N_S_O....;F_V_E_T_E_RA_N_S ___ W_HO_D_I_E_D_ 

VICE PRESIDENT 

MEESE 

BAKER 

DEAVER 

STOCKMAN 

CLARK 

DARMAN 

DOLE 

DUBERSTEIN 

FIELDING 

FULLER 

Remarks: 

May we have your 

Response: 

OF SERVICE-CONNECTED CAUSES 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

□ □ GERGEN □ □ 

□ □ HARPER. □ □ 

0 □ JAMES □ □ 

□ □· JENKINS· D □ 

□ □ MURPHY □ □ 

□ □ ROLLINS □ □ 

DP □ss WILLIAMSON □ □ 

□ □ WEIDENBAUM □ D 

./ □ BRADY /SPEAKES □ □ 

□ □ ROGERS □ □ 

□ □ □ □ 

comments by- c.o.b. today. Thank you. 

Richard G. Darman 
Assistant to the President 

x2 2 



MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE.. WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

.May 7, 1982 

RICHARD D. DARMAN &· 
CRAIG L. FULLECX/ 

HR 5600 

I have reviewed the attached decision memo with Mike 
Deaver. He has no difficulty with the 0MB 6ption. HHS 
concurs and 0MB obviously concurs. I suggest that the 
memo be sent forward to the President. It should be 
pointed out that new legislation .will have to be 
proposed. Duberstein may want to ·assess the degree of 
difficulty associated ~ith getting new legislation 
passed as opposed to HR 5600 which enjdys its own 
support group. , 

. . 
Let me know if I. need to take any futher action. 
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Veterans 
Administration 

~pril 26, 1982 

.MEMORANDUM FOR: 

Mr. John Dressendorfer 
Special Assistant _ 
Office of Legi~lative Affairs 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

SUBJ: H. R. 5600 

Associate Deputy Administra_tor 
for Congressional and Public 
Affairs 

Washington DC 20420 

Enclosed is a brief synopsis of R.R. 5600 for your information. 
In addition, I have ascertained that. Congress'man Montgomery feels 
that the bill was inappropriately referred to the House Veterans 
Affairs Committee. Therefore, he intends to schedule no mark-up 
on the bill. If Department of Defense were to fund it, he might 
back it and the feeling is that the bill will be reiritroduced to 
the Armed Services Committee by Congressman Duncan Hunter. 

My opinion is that the bill isn't going anywhere in its current 
status and would therefore be an inappropriate bill for the 
President to get involved with at this time. 

FIELDING COCHRAN 
Associate Deputy Administrator for 
Congressional and Public Affairs 

Enclosure 

_I 
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BRIEFING PAPER: _H.R. 5600 

1. The survlving spouses and children o.f veterans whose 
deaths are service connected are eligible for dependency. 
and indemnity compensition ·(DIC) benefits administered by 
the VA. These surviving children a.re also eligible for VA 
educational assistance payments. Rates are set by statute. 
These survivors are also eligible for Social Security 
benefits on the basis of the deceased 1 s earnings during 
military service ahd otherwise. • 

2. The Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1981 eliminated 
two Social ·security benefits as follows: The mother's 
insurance benefit, payable to a non~disabled non~elderly 
widow for each dependent child age 16 or 17, and the benefit 
payable to a college student age l& to 21. These cut-
backs recognized. that mothers' full-time care is unnecessary 
when children reach age 16; also, Federal· and other programs 
target assistance to meet the needs of low-income college 
students. Also, the cutbacks responded to'the directive to 
ach~eve legislative savings. 

3. The cutbacks affect those surviving spouse DIC recipients 
who have dependent children age 16 or 17 and college-student 
DIC and ¥A educational assistance r~cipients ages 18 to 21. 
H.R. 5600 .proposes to restore the val.ue of the lost Social 
Security benefits to these VA beneficiaries, if the veterans' 
deaths (or disability leading to'death) occurred prior to 
September 1, 1981, by increasing VA payments by a like, 
amount.. The Social Security Administration would certi~ 
the exact amounts to be restored, and the VA would pay t,ose 
amounts ·from appropriated funds. • • . 

4. For example, a mother with a child age 16 lost $265 per 
month, ·and total family income (mother plus child) from 
Social Security and VA sources declined from $1,020 to $755; 
a college student lost $286 and income declined from $724 to 
$438. H.R. 5600 .would make up these lost amounts from VA 
appropriations. 

5. No pre6ise estimate can be made concerning the cost of 
H.R .. 5600. Magnitude estimates range from $25 to $62 
million for .fiscal year 1983. 






