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THE WHITE HHOUS

WASHINGTON

June 24, 1982

My Dear Friend: //,»u
Pl S~

Forgive me for being so tardy in thanking
you for the magnificent belt our mutual
friend, the Governor of Baja presented to
me on your behalf in Houston, Texas. You
were most kind and thoughtful 1o do 1this
and I am truly grateful.

In a few days I'1ll be golng £o our ranch
where I shall proudly wear wmy =ow bhelt. ¥
never cease to be amazed at the beoidiful
needlework on the belt and on vhal saddle
that accompanied¥El Almein. I don’t know
how it is accomplished, but it is wondor-
ful to behold.

El Alamein is handsome as ever and will be
waiting for me at the ranch.

Again, my heartfelt thanks and warm regards.

Sincerely,

His Excellgncy

Jose Lopez Portillo

President of the United
Mexican States

Mexico, D.F,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
June 24, 1982

Dear Mr. Arena:

Thank you for your mailgram. I wish I could tell
you there is some instant answer to your dilemma
and that of so many others. Unfortunately we are
suffering the result of many years of economic
tinkering and fiscal irresponsibility and there are
no quick fixes.

However, I believe we have bottomed out on the
recession and will begin to see a recovery as we go
into the second half of this year. I'm convinced
interest rates are the single biggest factor slowing
recovery, and with inflation down as low as it is
the money market has no excuse for the high rates.
The only possible explanation would be their lack

of faith that we'll stay the course on spending

cuts and keep inflation down.

I am hopeful that passage of the budget will send a
signal that we are staying with our plan. Aaddi-
tional help might come from the fact that today I
vetoed a spending bill that would have put us over
budget. ‘

Inflation is holding at 3.7% for the last six
months after being at 12.4% when we started. Real
wages are showing an increase for the first time in
three yeérs. Retail sales are up and housing
starts went up 22% last month. Hang in there.

Best regards,
P Y
o i TE 0L g ‘_‘.,}. L3
UDBETTE s A

Mr. John T. Arena
Rd. 1 Pleasant Valley Road
Titusville, New Jersey 08560
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1 ‘JOMN T ARENA .
RD. 1 PLEASANT VALLEY RD
+ | TITUSVILLE NJ 08560

. : . 3 (
1'0129035153'06/02/82 ICS IPMMYZZ CSP WXSA
6097378330 MGM TOMT PENNINGTON NJ 232 06»02 1018A EST

PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN
WHITE HOUSE
( WASHINGTON DC 20500

MR PRESIDENT, I AM A U,S8, CITIZEN 52 YEARS OLD HAVE SERVED MY COUNTRY
LOYALLY AND HONORABLY, @ HAVE BEEN AN EXECUTIVE IN SOME OF THE: MAJOR
CORPORATIONS IN OUR NATION, AT THE PRESENT TIME I FIND MYSELF IN A
TOTAL FINANCIAL DILEMMA WIICH IN ALL POSSIBILITY WILL RESULT IN THE
LOSS_OF EVERYTHING 1 HAVE WORKED FOR FOR.OVER 25 YEARS INCLUDING MY
HOME AND MY DIGNITY, 1 CANNOT FIGHT THE_INTEREST RATES, I REALIZE
THAT AS PRESIDENT YOU ARE UNDER TREMENDOUS PRESSURE AND I AM FULLY
AWARE THAT YOU ARE TRYING TD DO EVERYTHING POSSIBLE, HOWEVER, PLEASE
DO NOT LOSE SIGHT OF THE FACT THAT MJOR CORPORATIONS ARE CLAIMING
BANKRUPTCY_AND PRIVATE INDIVIDUALS SUCH AS MYSELF ARE FACED WITH THE
DILEMMA WHICH FRANKLY WE CANNOT COPE WITH, I AM A VERY PROUD MAN, IN
SPITE OF MY DILEMMA I HAVE NEVER APPLIED FOR UNEMPLOYMENT NOR DO !
INTEND TO DO SO, 1 APPEAL TO YQOU WITH ALL THE SINCERITY THAT I CAN
MUSTER TO PLEASE NOT ONLY FOR MYSELF BUT FOR THE HUNDREDS OF |
THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE IN THIS GREAT NATION TO DO SOMETHING T0 GET US
BACK ON OUR FEET, WE CANNOT SURVIVE AS INDIVIDUALS OR AS A NATION IF
WE CONTINUE ON OUR PRESENT PATH, WITH MY SINCEREST RESPECT.

JOHN T ARENA

RO § PLEASANT VALLEY RD

TITUSVYILLE NJ 08560

10:18 EST

MGMCOMP




TIIE WHITE HOUSE
“; WASHINGTON

June 25, 1982

Dear Al:

In all the turmoil of the reception last evening, I
don't know whether I saw you or not or whether you
weren't there. That's an awful confession to make
but those receptions become a blur of hands and

faces with someone tugglng at your back to turn
around Forgive me.

I had hoped if we did have a chance I could thank
you for your letter and that editorial. I have Don
Regan looking at it right now. I know the income
tax system has become so complex it is turning
people away from government more angry at the
complexity than they are at the tax itself.

I think we have to stay with our present tax cut
plan lest people think we've lost faith in it, but
while we do we can study the flat rate idea.

With the budget resolution passed and a veto of a
-spending bill sustained, can't we see a little drop
in the interest rates? This is becoming an ob-
session with me, but I'11l try not to picket a bank.

Best regards,

Mr. Alfred H. Kingon
Financial World

- 150 East 58th Street
New York, New York 10155

294494
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FINANCIAL WORLD

AvLrrED H. KINGON
Editor-in-Chief

June 15, 1982

The President of the United States
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

First, congratulations on a very successful trip to Europe.

I know the press was deflected by a couple of wars and they
pounced on what seemed to be some "failures" but as I read
the reports, espécially those from abroad, you have won
plaudits and respect and, at the very least, an understanding
of the American position on some very hard economic matters.

I surely hope that you aren't taking too much to heart the
spate of stories, commentaries and analyses that have deemed
your Administration and your programs a failure. While the
optimism of the spring and early summer of 1981 was not well
founded, I am more certain than ever that the current pessimism
is equally unfounded. 1In fact, here are the final paragraphs
of what I've written in the 80th Anniversary issue of Financial
World:

In 1980, an aroused populace insisted on

an end to our "madness". And now we are
trying to right the wrongs of two genera-
tions in a few brief years. To lead us

in this endeavor, we have chosen the author
of the letter on the opposite page. At the
moment he is the object of intense criticism
by those who are unwilling to pay the price
of their own past follies. .

We would say to him, and to all our readers:
hold steady and have courage. Prosperity is
just around the corner, but it's a difficult
corner to turn. We think we will make it, and
when we do we will be the most fortunate nation
in history, for we will reclaimed our heritage
in just a few short years after decades of
wanton neglect.

150 East 58th Street, New York, N.Y. 10155
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The reason I'm writing to you now is that I thought you would
like to see an advance of the editorial that will appear in
the July 1lst issue of Financial World. I may well have been.
one of the earliest supporters of the flat rate tax. I'm not
rigid about which particular plan is adopted but I must tell
you that the argument that carries the most weight with me is
that addressed to you in the final paragraphs of the editorial.

You have been kind enough to invite my wife and I to attend a
reception at the White House on Wednesday, June 23rd for the
early Reagan supporters from New York. We look forward to
seeing you there.

Best personal regards.

Sincerely,

AHK/1h -
Enc. ’
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THE WHITE HOUSE

" WASHINGTON

June 25; 1982

Dear Jus:

A quick line to acknowledge receipt of your
letter and the attached correspondence.
I'll get into this and check the situation.
With regard to the two positions the one
gentleman is interested in, I don't know if
or when either spot might be open but I've
arranged to see that his name will be kept
on top.

‘I thank you for bringing this to my atten-
tion. Nancy and I thought of you both with
the golf tournament on and decided you must
be out there somewhere in the gallery, but
we couldn't find you on television.

g b

I

%
‘Nancy sends her love, and from both of us ;-‘ o ﬁﬁ'g
to Punky.’ f

Sincerely,

YTy R RE

e T

\,'a [ o ;"(’

g

Mr. Justin Dart

Dart and Kraft, Inc.

8480 Bevelry Boulevard

Los Angeles, California 90048
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A THE WIIITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON,

June 25, 1982

Dear Mr. Kelly:

I'm sorry to be so late in answefing your letter.

"Evidently someone in the "chain of command" did

reply possibly because I was out of the country.
But, I appreciate your wrltlng and your sugges-
tions and good wishes.

I'11 look into the "cooperative tax" idea, although
I know from my experience as Governor there is

~great legislative resistance to this.

You'll be happy to know we are increasing the
IRS staff, putting on a number of agents to
track down the evaders and break up the under-
ground economy.

Another of your suggestions is also a target of
ours. We have a task force, or I should say task
forces, at work on the unpaid loans and accounts
due. So far they have had substantial success.

Incidentally, we have one task force which includes
all the Federal Inspector Generals. This group
reports to me directly. every six months. Their
last report showed savings of 5.8 billion dollars

‘in a six-month period. Their target is fraud and

abuse. In this last half year they conducted
13,000 audits, secured 1,050 convictions, and
have brought 900 indictments. '

Mr. Kelly you mentioned the "high cost vacation
on Barbados," and suggested Camp bDavid instead.
I agree this was bad publicity, but it was also
press irresponsibility. My supposed vacation
was one-and-a-half days when I found time to

go to a friend's beach house for a swim. The
trip was to meet with government leaders of the
Caribbean nations with regard to the program

we're trying to establish in that area. Frankly,

it was a busy and tiring trip.

p35%9L
FLo10-02
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Even if I go to our home in California for a few
days as I will July 1lst, the press loves to cal-
culate what such a trip costs what with security and
all. I guess it's- just one of the lesser annoyances
that go with the job. I will say I don't recall the

press doing this

"other .Presidents

others they did.

with regard to a couple of the
in the last twenty years, but with
Possibly a little partisianship

-explains it.

Again, my thanks to you and best regards.

Sincerely,

e § 6T &l
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Mr. Charles V. EKelly
2420 Highway 218 South
Post Office Box 2090
Iowa City, Iowa 52244
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THE WHITE HOUSE.

WASHINGTON

June 28, 1982

Dear Professor Amirie:

The President has asked me to reply to your letter

of May 8 concerning your observations on the situation
in Iran. I agree with you: things are very serious
there now and, as Secretary Haig has pointed out
recently, the ramifications of the Iran-Iraq war go
way beyond the Gulf region itself. We are, of course,
fully aware of the dangers if any further Soviet or
Communist takeover of the country occurs.

Thank you for sharing your observations with us. I
understand you have also talked on occasion to Geoffrey
-Kemp on our staff. Please feel free to send us any
papers you have that you think may be of interest to us,

With best wishes,

Sincerely,

William P. Clark

Professor Abbas Amirie
Department of Political Science
University of Los Angeles

Los Angeles, California 90024







'UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, LOS ANGELES

BERKELEY * DAVIS ¢ IRVINE * L.()S ANGELES - RKVEHSIDE' « SAN DIEGO = SAN FRANCISCO SANTA BARBARA * SANTA CRUZ

The Honorable ROnaldReagan i DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE
The President of the United Stateg o0 *NCT-ES CALIFORNIA ©90024
#% 7. The White House S May 8, 1982

B ' : CONFIDENTIAL
‘ . Dear Mr. President: . )

You may recall that as fellow alumni of Eureka College we met and
s~ talked over an hour at Mr. Peter Hannafordhs office in Los Angeles
oo in July of 1979. The meeting was arranged by your trusted friend
- and my "American father," the late Samuel G Harrod Jr. of Eureka,

Il}inois. At the end of that meeting I offered to help your cam-
" paign by giving you my views on the issues concerning the Persian

Gulf region, my area of expertise. Subsequently, I met Mr.Richard
. Allen and arranged to exchange correspondence on whatever issue
" was relevant at the time. During the campaign and after the elec-
£ tions, I sent him several reports; some responded to his specific
requests. But since his resignation I have lost contact with your

¥ Administration. I assume that you still wish me to relay my views
: on issues concerning the Persian Gulf region. If so,please inform.’
g me which channel I should use.

i Mr. President, you undoubtedly know that the radical pro-Soviet
a clergymen who now control the Tehran government have been moving
‘ steadily to put Iran into the Soviet camp. ‘Their policies of

a) eliminating people's freedom and liberties;
b) destroying the concept of private ownership;

c) weakening the bond-bétween the masses and their religion
by its abuse;

d) the onslaught upon Iranian nationalism and culture; and

e)'trying to eliminate the moderate clergymen who oppose
their scheme

-are aimed at preparing ground for a Communist takeover of the coun-
try. The Tudeh (the Iranian Communist Party) has .been the main
architect of this program. Mr. President, it will be a tragedy if
your Administration does not seek an alternative to the radical
clergymen and their Communist allies before it is too late. I

, sincerely believe that former Prime Minister Shahpour Bakhtiar,

5. together with the young Shah, may be the only force capable of

wresting power from the present regime and preventing a Marxist
takeover of the government and restoring peace and stability to
the country and the region. . I believe it is in the interest of
the United States. to support and strengthen this team.

Mo »gpechfully yours,
. . W y . )

Abbas Amirie
Visiting Professor

K]
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June 28, 1932

'Deaerr._Séhloss:

Thank you for writing and for giving me a
chance to reply. I'm sorry to be so late in
answering. But, now that I am, let me say I
disagrea with your statement that current
interest rates are the market's response to

. my policies. Perhaps to be exact I should say

I disagree with vour inference that I am - or
nmy policies are - responsible for interest rates

‘beaing too high. Yesa, they are too high, Lut they
-are about 20% lower than they were when I took

office and for that I think my policles are
responsible. '

The previous auministratlon bhrought intarebt
rates from about 6 1/2% in 1377 to 21 1/2% in

21980; inflation from 4.8% to 12.4%;: rate of

increase in government spending to 17% a year
aven though it underspent on defense and left

us the job of restoring our national security.

.

You suggest I should cut spending and defer

the tax cuts. We have reduced the rate of
increase in spending to half what it was, and

it will be further. reduced in 1983. We have
also reduced inflation from 12.4% to 3.7% for
the last six months. The tax cuts are essential
to get the economy going again just as a sone-
what similar tax reduction- by John F. Kennedy
in 1963 stimulated the econcmy providing even
higher receipts for government in spite of the

‘reduced rates.

Since our 5% reduction last October, the personal
savings rate has increased to the point that the

» . capital pool for investing will be up almost $290

billion. Incidentally, some of the features of our
tax program you criticized in your letter were nol
in our proposal. They were added on by Democratic
members of the House and we had to accept thom in
order to get our program passed.




B

With regard to our spending on defense being
simply a matter of throwing money at a problem
while we have no glohal strateqy to justify or
direct our agpending, that is not the casec. Ve
have a definite and specific plan based on what
we see as potential threats to our security in
every area of the world. But in addition ocur
number one goal is to achieve a meaningful re-
duction in armaments from strateglic~nuclear to
conventional. UWegotiations for this are now
going on and I think I'm justified in saying the
Soviets have come to the table only because they
are convinced the alternative is an arms race
they can't win. By the way,.in the “Camelot” of
1963 defense spending was 46% of the budget - in
our 1983 budget it .is only 29%.

_ I share your feeling about high interest rates

and their effect on recovery from the recession

- which apparently has bottomed out. It seems to

me the money markets are holding back because
they still aren't sure the government won't go .

“in for the quick fix ag it has seven times since

World War II. In each case another recession -
followed with worse inflaticn. IXI'm hoping the
present bipartisan budget resclution, with it's

. additional cuts in spending, pluas ny veto of two

.- spending bills in two days might send a reassuring
. mesgage to those markets.

" Again my thanks for writin§.

Sincerely,

RONALD REAGAN

Mr. Irving S. Schloss
Tyler, Cooper, Brant, Bowerman & Fecfe

‘Post Office Box 1936
New Haven, Connecticut 06509

Rﬁ/AVH/mdh
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The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C.

Dear President Reagan:

Although I am a Democrat, I voted for you in 1980, becauseAI
‘believed you would bring fiscal responsibility to Washington.
Unfortunately, that expectation has proven false.

When I voted for you, I did not believe that anyone could cut
taxes by 30 percent over two and a half years, increase defense
spending dramatically, and balance the budget. I thought that you,
as a man of obvious common sense, would appreciate that fact and
adjust your program. Events have proven my judgment wrong.

It seems to be a rule of American politics that every candidate
believes in the free market until he gains elective office. Then he
comes to believe that a formerly rational market will be swayed by
rhetoric or bullied by fiat. Current interest rates are the
market's response to your policies. I do not believe this, or any
other, economy can long survive them. One response would be to
increase the money supply, .but that would spell disaster -- a
rekindling of explosive inflation. The other response is to cut
spending and defer the cuts in taxes so that the deficit does not
have to be monetarized or the government does not soak up the lion's
share of private savings.

I should like to make four points which I hope you will bear in
mind. ‘

First, I should add that I am a tax lawyer. When I first read
through the Economic Recovery Tax Act of 1981, it seemed obvious to
me that Congress had gone way beyond Kemp~Roth. The Act results in a
massive deferral and a virtual repeal of the Federal estate tax. The




Comments Office’
May 7, 1982
Page 2

accelerated cost recovery system and the other business tax
provisions will greatly reduce the corporate income tax. Individual
income tax rates will be cut, but I believe that the reduction in
rates may not turn out to be as important as the other provisions of
the Act. The two-income earner deduction, the  increased
liberalization of the child care credit, the $2,000 IRA or voluntary
contribution to an existing plan provision, the increase in the
ceiling on HR-10 contributions toc $15,000, and the multitude of
other provisions, whether advisable or inadvisable, will greatly
reduce individual income taxes. When I read the bill, it struck me
that it spelled the end of the New Deal and the beginning of a new era
of financial retrenchment, because I did not see how government
could continue to finance its operations as currently conducted.

I think that this Congressional excess can, as a matter of
practical politics, give you the excuse required to defer the
additional cuts in rates. I-am sure that you recognize that the only
argument for the additional cuts will be the increased purchasing
power they will provide to individuals whose only source of income.
is theilir salary. On the other hand, this entails a recognition that
all of the tax provisions designed to stimulate investment and
savings, at either. the corporate or the individual level, are now in
place. The thrust of Kemp-Roth was to stimulate such savings and
investment, and I do not believe that it is necessary to adhere
rigidly to the rest of the tax cuts in order to get the benefits
contemplated by your supply-side program.

If the tax cuts are deferred, 1 believe that interest rates

will decline speedily and dramatically. If you compare the tax

savings of $300 that a married couple with $20,000 of taxable income
will realize when the second tax cut goes into effect and compare
that with the increase in purchasing power that they will experience
if interest rates drop by four or five percentage points, it seems
obvious that the average consumer will have far greater purchasing
power as a result of lower rates. The.dichotomy becomes far greater
when one looks at individuals with somewhat higher income and

factors in the savings that such an individual would realize when
buying a new car, home or consumer durables. I think that your

program is a good one, but it needs time and cannot be put into place

.all at once. There is no harm in some degree of flexibility, and I

urge you to consider this.
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Comments Office
May 7, 1982
Page 3 °

Second, I think that the defense build-up, which I believe to
be necessary, can be and should be stretched out. One reason why I
believe this to be true is thdt your administration has not indi-
cated what global or local strategy is being served by an arms build-
up. In my opinion, you are doing in the area of defense what the
Democrats did in various areas of social policy -- throwing money at ::
a problen and believing that alone will solve it. It is not true in’
the area of defense any more than it is in the area of social policy.
From a fiscal point of view, both are equally irresponsible. The
government is spending money that it hasn't got, and if deficits for
social programs are inflationary, I have a hard time seeing why
deficits for defense purposes are not. Conversely, if it really is a
matter of national survival for us to re-arm, then we ought to pay
for-the weapons which are so necessary to.our survival. Viewed as a
national insurance policy, the cost of a couple of hundred dollars a
year seems insignificant. Toward the end of the Civil War,
President Lincoln offered to pay $400 for every emancipated slave if
that would end the war. Unfortunately, the South turned him down.
That enlightened offer was made in 1865 dollars, and if the same
amount per citizen in 1982 dollars is required to insure national
survival, I think the money would be well spent and we ought to pay
for our defense. If the defense budget is not sufficiently
important for the country to pay for it, then it can be stretched out
or deferred or ought to be re-considered.

Third, I think that you need to reaffirm your goal to balance
the budget and to continue to defeat inflationary expectations.

Finally, vyou must realize that you represent a great
opportunity for this country. After years and years of wasteful
government spending, you're beginning to put the house in order.
If, however, your administration fails and brings on a recession

. verging on a depression, the effect on your party and economic

responsibility will be comparable to Herbert Hoover's presidency.
The Democrats will be re-elected in 1984, will begin to pump up the
economy with more paper money, and we will be back in the same fix
that you were elected to remedy. h




Commenfs Office
May 7, 1982
Page 4

ISS: fmr :
cc: Donald Regan, Secretary of
the Treasury

Leonard Silk
The New York Times
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON *

June 28, 1982

Dear Mrs. Oliver:

.

I'm pretty late in answering your letter,

but I've been on the move quite a bit and ,
haven't had too many chances lately to get -
at things like my mail.

"I want you to know your letter was a tonic
for me. It wiped out the sting of a lot of
bleeding heart newspaper columns and set me
up for the day. 1In fact, for more than one
day because I've read it several times.

You know I believe in people -- especially
American people. Many times I've expressed
the belief that if we in government should
quietly close up shop and slip away we'd be
surprised how long it would take for the
people to miss us.

....,u,,,m

Thank you for telling me the story of your
fine family, of your troubles and what
you've done about them. You have every
right to be proud and I'm proud to have your .
approval and support. I'll try harder. '}f

Thank you, too, for your prayers. God bless kﬁ
you and your family. o

Sincerely,
Qz?‘“ S

Mrs. Rita Oliver
12109 Avondale
Warren, Michigan 48089
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 28, 1982

Dear Jean and Bill:

Forgive a hurried note but it's getaway time
for us -- back to the ranch for a few days.
Yes, send the prints. 1I'll be happy to auto-
graph them. Be sure and include the names to
go on each one.

You touched a memory mentioning "Honey" Glessner
He was the all around, able to do anything fellow
in the gang and good-looking, too. That white
canoe was beautiful. I used to rent it out at
Lowell Park and we split the money -- 50¢ an hour.

Incidentally, please thank John Beier for the cap.

The tourist brochure is beautiful. and I appre-
ciate all the "fun" items.

About the hat -- Nancy isn't a hat wearer, but
has just a few she must have for such things as
meeting Royalty and the Pope where it is required.
Right now there are none she can call extra, but
she's going to look.

Again, thanks.

Sincerely,

\DJRWN

Mr. and Mrs. William Thompson
517 Brinton Avenue ‘
Dixon, Illinois 61021
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 28, 1982

Dear Rob Iosue:

Thanks very much for your letter and your
kind words. I'm happy if my remarks were
of help to you.

As I look back on those college days I find
the entire experience contributed to my
education. It's true I was caught up in a
number of extra-curricular activities be-
sides football. There was the drama club,
and that certainly contributed to my earlier
career in Hollywood. In fact, that was the
only formal training in acting I ever had. . K
But I got involved in student government, !
also, as well as staging homecoming and ’
putting out the yearbook. Again, as I say,
looking back I realize all these things were
part of my education.

Best of luck to you and hang in there.

Sincerely, s e

Mr. Robert V. Iosue IT
Gettysburg College

Box 909

Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 07325
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May 10, 1982

‘Dear President Reagan,

I read the text of the commencement speech you gave at
Eureka'Coilege and I just want to let you know that it inspired
me in a way you may not have intended. I am a senior this Year
at Gettysburg College and I am.disappointed in my grades.

The job market is tight and everything counts on the resume.
I was annoyed with myself because I often sacrificed study time
and did not achieve the grades I could have achieved. I say I

was annoyed because in your speech, at the beginning, you

mentioned that you too spent time socializing and playing football

and regreting having grades which reflected those activities.
Yet even without highly competitive grades you became an actor,
a governor, and the president!

I have your.speech taped to my wall as a reminder that
your grades did not limit you and they are not going to limit

me either.
Many thanks,

Rob Iosue

~re

Robert V. Iosue, 1T
Bob 909
Gettysburg College

Gettysburg, PA 07325
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‘I'm sorry to be soO late in answerlng your:

‘letter of May: 3, but sometimes it takes
‘awhile before mail gets to my desk, es-

‘pe01ally when drve, been.travellng - asf

I want to thankhyou for brightening myeday

‘with your generous words of support for what

.we are trying to do.: I'm delighted to learn -’
3 of your plans for expansion and that you S
-approve of the balanced budget amendment. '

We're going to push hard for that. I was
pleased also to’hear of your accomplishments

‘with the Mercer County ‘Mental Health program.
.You confirm my faith in the capacity of our
_people to get thlngs done._~

Thdnk you for writing, but-even more for
what you are d01ng.~

Slncerely,

Mrs. Mim Eshenbaugh
‘R.D. 5 :
Mercer, Pennsylvanla

MY

&?Lw




am lso the presid ntr A the*Merc _MCounty Community Mental Health
nd Counseling Center. urlagency had] fallen into*a
sloppy management style~ ecause "Washington” and Harrisburg’
ready to’ plck up. the- bllls for whatever mistakes we madea
Reaganomlc budget\cuts and“the wise: following of that” plan by'our*
Governor" Thornburg,\our agency hasLlost _approximately $75,000.
prisingly enough by,cleanlng up''some" ofgour wasteful practices and
Mefwil
doéllar: budget shortfall; which our|Board of D1rect rs ‘are’ WOrking tos

raise’from’ the rlvate:rsecto

gp’Gongressman Marks
urge themﬁto Support-you




THE WIHTE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 28, 1982

Dear Nackey:

How good it was to hear form you even if you did
give me a polite spanking. From you I'll take
it and like it. ‘

Nackey, my old friend Jeffrey Hart based his
column on some misinformation plus the image

that is being created of me as being packaged

and delivered by staff and aides who won't let
‘me think for myself. TFirst, let me clear up the
"misinformation." Solzhenitsyn was definitely
invited to the luncheon but didn't want to be a
part of the group we'd invited. For what reason
I don't know. As for the "off the record" ruling
on my remarks, our guests had asked that our
discussion be off the record -- no press coverage.

Now, back to the image making, that seems to be
not only a theme of the liberal pundits, but of
the so-called "new conservatives" including some
of my old friends from Human Events, etc. It
just isn't true. I'm not turning my back on
Taiwan and, other than a few State Department
types, no one is trying to push me that way.
Maybe my speech at the United Nations will also
indicate I'm not soft on Russia. And none of our
gang tried to talk me into giving up our tax
cuts even though for a time half the columnists
were saying they were doing so on a near daily
basis. ‘

Maybe a few events in the last couple of days
will further substantiate wy claim that I'm
being me. T Just hope being me cai acconplish
all that needs to be done.
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BN | certainly®don't want to burden you with more reading CT
material, but I hope you will take the time to read the editorial | wrote ',
which . I. am, enclosmg, as weII as the Jeffrey Hart art:cle to Wthh |t

'*.‘t-e

| have heard from quite a few supporters and friends of
~ yours who are truly upset by what they. feel is lndlcatlon of weakness
'~ on your part - oo

.

T N -7 . . -
w{ -

| recognize -that in’ your position you must rely on friends
- around you for advice and assistance. However, there are many who would"
" be much happier if you would: rely "on your own political instincts and not
' waver on: our campaign promlses.« ‘

)

Your insistance on the ownershlp of that microphone at

-Nashua, New Hampshire, was a turning point and a tremendous boost on

“your way to the White House for one reason. It suddenly showed the

. people of this country that you were a leader and willing to stand strong

».for what he believed. America still wants that strength of purpose and
that Ieadershxp, and you can throw it all away if you Ilsten tao much to

the compromlsers.

. i
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It is none of my business to try to reprimand the President o
of our country but | think that the dangers you are facing now are too im<
portant to ~rbe ignored by' my.self and everybody eIse. w2
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June 28, 196

S

Dear Mr, Kindg:

Forgive me for belng so late in answering your

letter of May € but it takeg awvhile for wail to
reacn my desk. Anyway, thank you for your kind
letter and generous words, '

You aroused a fow meiories of my own Jowa days at
W.H.0. X must also say they were happy days even
though the country was in tihe depths of the great
deprcssion. ' ~ '

Now you write an upbeat letter in vhat some say

is the worst recession since those times. Belisve
ne, you brightened my day with your optimism and
your outlook. I think I'm scheduled to be awvay
from Washington for & good part of July when you
say you are taking your vacation. . Being a "his-
tory buff,” Y think you'll find your trip very
rewarding.

"If you go to the Lincoln Meworial, and you should,
go around to each side of the giant statue of
Lincoln. One profile shows the strength of the
man. The other profile shows his compassion.

This must have been the intent of the artisv and
he truly succeeded.

Again, thanks and very bLest wishes.

Sincerely,

HUALD REAGAN

Mr. John King
- 4114 ~ 1lth Street
Des Moines, Iowa 50313
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May 6, 1982

9 Dear Mr. President:

This Tetter is a difficult one to write, for the simple reason
that 1 have so much to say!

First off, I know you have a tendency to read letters you like
to the public, I write to you on this stationary not for publicity
(my ratings are doing fine!), but with hopes that you might be able
to read this letter personally...from one radio personality to another!

I have long admired and respected you Mrl President! My first memories
are of you hosting "Death Vd11ey Days". From there 1 took a great
interest in your days as Governor of California. 1In 1976, I had
high hopes for your nomination...and higher hopes for your election
in 1980! I am a Repubﬁican, though I did not directly work for the
party, I pushed hard to get people I knew to vote for you! It was not
easy, most are Demoérats or suffer from political apathy. Although
I don't know for sure, they told me they pulled the Reagan/Bush lever
on November 4!

In December of that year 1 became unemployed! January found me
still without a steady job, but filled with immense optimism...especially
on the 21st, one of my proudest days as an American! I was to be
unemployed till the end of July, this was not an easy period in my Tife
because 1 had never been so-long without a job. To say the least sir,
you were a continued inspiration...every night I noted the battles you
waged to get your programs in place. ' '

Mr. President, I consider myself a person for whom "REAGANOMICS"
has ‘worked...to which I say THANK YOU! Sinée my first paycheck 1 have
opened a savings account at my local bank( the first time since early
1979 I've been able to keep money_in onel). Every paycheck I make
“regular deposits.;.as of this writing I have saved $700! I have started
two more saVings accounts, one for each of my nieces...with a combined
total of $150 in them! Since July I have been able to establish credit,
a major first in my life! ‘This July L plan to take my first real

~vacat1on in 5 years, approprietly enough to Washington D.C. (I'm a History

ANKENY BROADCASTING CORPORATION
BOX 270, ANKENY, IOWA 50021 ¢ 1551 N.E. 66TH, DES MOINES, IOWA 50313

e {515) 283-2444



buff at heart). A1l of this is accomplished on $800 a month!
Although I am not being counted in recent popularity polls, you
can always count on me for supbokt! Polls have been wrong before,
we all remember how close they said the 1980 election Wou]d be! Although
people are finding the truth hard to believe right now, I know you
w111 cont1nue to speak and act with ‘the Nations best 1nterests at heart!

Press on Mr. President, It will not be easy but the rewards will
be great for you...and America! .

My continued best for you and the First Lady, the rest of your
family, and the people around you(Especially your FINE Secretary of State!).

Till a day when I can express my feelings persona]]y, THANK YOU!

Very Respectfully Yours,
ﬁw

TB16" John King (™

(Private Citizen) ™

4114 11th Street
Des Moines, Towa 50313

ANKENY BROADCASTING CORPORATION

BOX 270, ANKENY, IOWA 50021 » 1551 N.E. 66TH, DES MOINES, IOWA 50313
(615) 289-2444
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June 28, 1%82

Dear Hr. Jacohs:

Thank you for your letter Lo me and to Soeaker
O'Heill -- I assume he received a copy. A
you know by now, we do have a bipartisan budget
rasolution, passed over the opposition of the
Speaker. I had hoped he would join in the bi-
partisan effort so at the leadership level we
could appear before the citizens syhb01121ng
government unified in this time of econonic
crieis :

That, unfortunately, was not to be. Mr. O'W* 55
has made it plain he intends to continue his
oppogition by opposing efforts to implement the
resolution.

k.-

I know how little good it does to say "hang in
there,"” when so many are hurting as you arc, but

I'm convinced the recession has bottomed out.
Inflation is runuing at only 3.7% for the last

8ix months, and for the first time in tiwee

years, real wages are showing an increase

You are right that interest rates arce now

the biggest stumbling block. They have come

down from the 21%% prime rate we inherited, :
but they must come down nuch more. I assure -
-you, we are doing everything we can to bring

that about. I think the July 1 income tax

cut is going to help.




Believe me, I'm aware of the trouble in your
“industry as well as the others that have been
hit so hard by high interest rates. 1I'm con~
vinced the answer lies in getting control of
government spending, and this we are doing.

Sincerely,

S

Mr. Burleigh E. ‘Jacobs
Post Office Box 26499
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53226

&anWNwmmsdrMHv@v
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GREDE FOUNDRlES, INC.

i éxecﬁnvn—: ' ) ' . I
OFFICES ‘
1 June 8, 1982
4 e
President Ronald Reagan *

and . i
The Honorable Thomas P. O'Neill, Jr.

.,

Dear Mr. President and Congressman O'Neill:

I am Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Grede Foundries, Inc.,
the third or fourth largest jobbing foundry in the United States. Until
recently, we had eight foundries but the current depression has made :
it necessary to close three of the eight. I think it important that you

realize this is not only a Grede Foundries' problem but a foundry in- | _
dustry problem:. ‘ ' —

SRV Y

The foundry industry is gripped in the most debilitating recession in
forty years. Since January of 1981, foundries have been closing at the
average rate of four a week. Countless others have-been idled and are
operating on three day weeks or three week months. It is estimated
that 25% of all foundry workers in the United States are unemployed.
Layoffs continue. '

B i dannn Tt s nmaialilhe., oo

Aind there is no recovery in sight.

Against this background, our Congress is playing politics in the most
contrived fashion with federal budget resolutions. Political maneuver-
ing, to influence elections, seems to prevail over serious budget con-
siderations to serve the public interest.

Contributing to our present dilemna is smaller and lighter car produc-
tion, reduced construction and homebuilding, depressed farm machinery

& - 1 p M
purchases and market lossces to foreign imports.

But at the heart of the matter are high interest rates which paralyze all E

£
industries, including foundries and foundry customers. Until there is
relief from high interest rates, businesses have no incentive to restock
and rebuild. P——

P.O. Box 26499 Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53226 (414} 267-3600




GREDE FOUNDRIES, INC.

President Ronald Reagan . June 8, 1982 -+
and - ' (page 2) e
The Honorable Thomas P. O'Neill, Jr. . [

i You can correct this mess by agreeing on a federal budget deficit
. ] , for 1983 and a balanced one beyond. A delayed budget will not only
4 delay recovery, it will also contribute to a continuing downturn.
c This our industry cannot tolerate. A budget agreement is only the
. first step in helping financial markets, but it is a necessary step.

I urge you to quit playing games with people's lives, get off your
- political exteriors and start to solve problems, not create them.

Sincerely yours,
i
(&//f/ﬂc,/ (J(szd/ h—-

Burleigh E Jacobs
Chairma
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 28, 1982

' Dear Dr. Barker:

Thank you very much for brightening my day.
You provided a welcome boost to my morale.
Back here in Washington the "hecklers" have
a choir and every once in awhile their dirge
can wear one down.

I appreciate your generous words and I'll
stay in there. - Perhaps we both owe a thank

you to that student who stopped by to express

his appreciation to you.

Again, my thanks for your kind letter and my
very best wishes.

Sincerely,
RORALD REAGAN

Dr. Robert L. Barker
19050 Sherman Way, #119
Reseda,, California 91335

085856
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L 19050 Sherman Way #119
, : : Reseda, CA 91335
May 4, 1982

President Ronald Reagan
Whitehouse
Washington, D.C.

Dear President Reagan:

.. I am a Professor of Taxation at California State University--
Northridge. Something happened here the other day that prompted
this letter to you. Durlng class, one student’ (the self-appointed
class heckler) was griping about some of the work I require of
them. In response, I explained, for about the tenth time this
term and not very patiently, that the work was for their benefit,
not mine. After class one of the other students stopped by my
office and said, "Most of us appreciate the time and effort you
put into this class, even though it's hard work." .

Most of us appreciate what you are doing in your job, even
though it's hard on us sometimes, but you probably hear mostly
from the hecklers. After the traditional "honeymoon" period
ended, the newspapers and newsmagazines I read became very crit-
ical of-your inflexible attitude on domestic matters. I consider
your inflexibility your best feature! I sincerely believe that
the paralyzing uncertainty that grips us as a nation stems from
the "quick-fix" philosophy that has permeated all branches of the
federal government for several years. 0f course government
officials at all levels. should stay in touch with "the people.”
However, we don't need (and deep dowvn, we don't want) leaders
who bend with every whisper of cross-wind that blows by.

, I don't always agree with your positions. I do, however,
agree with the constancy you bring to your office. .Whether your
policies.are "the best" is not nearly as important as is the fact
that they are identifiable and consistent. We can each choose to
fight with you, against you, or sit on the sidelines and watch,
but at least we know where the game 1is being played.

I urge you to stick by your plans. Most of us will experience
some pain as the economic -adjustment continues. I, too, will howl
whenever the pinch touches me., I still urge you to follow your
program to fruition. It's best for all of us in the long term.

'Sincerely yours,

oy

Robert L. Barker
Ph.D., CPA
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