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Decewber 27, lj82 

Dear Mr. Prey: 

1-1ay I t ,1}.1; i ,1 3uc ,t.i.!:h vou 0!1 yon.r stv1'."l",2sticn 
that I'm bcginn:l w1 tc, think like c1 D(~~ocrc:t ? 
I guess I 1 ve. prob~bly-ln years passed mih1o 
more spceche3 t..'-1an nnyone about extravagances 
in foreign aid. But thnt was when we were 
buying Haile Sclasni a million dollar yacht, 
saw mills for a CO\.mtry that had no trees 
and pavin'] a highway in a land whcr.c ther~ 
were no autor10bile3. 

IA?t r,1e arrnure you foreign aid a~ we are 
handling it today is very r.mch in line with 
our national security needs. In some instances 
it substitutes for a military preaence we 
would have to otherwise maintain. 

As for the highway tax - we had put that off 
for r.Dre than a year now but finally could 
not wait any longer. He hav';! an emcrg·ency 
situation with rcg~rd to our natioual high­
way system and a great many bridgen, any 
one of which has the potential for a tragic 
disaster. We feel that a gas tax .:J.S a user 
feo to fund noce5sary repairs was a fair w:iy 
to solve the problem. I aasure you I will 
never approve such a tax as just a part of 
general revenue raising. 

Thanks for writing· and giving me a chance to 
respond. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. L}•lc V. Frey 
115 Nest 12th 
Boyden-Rapponman Building 
Mitchell, South Dakota 57301 

~ RR/DICTATION/lme 



LYLE V. FREY Licensed Agent 

115 WEST 12TH - BOYDEN-KAPPEN MAN BUILDING .... MITCHELL, SOUTH DAKOTA 57301 

BUS: 996-6248 - RES: 236-5580 

NEW YORK LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 

, 

President Ronald Regan 
The White House 
Washington, n.c. 20502 

Mr. President, 

December 8, 1982 

I received my National Committee Campaign Card today. 
It is wi th deep regret that I can not send you one penny. 
I have a note due at the bank this month, and the interest 
I still have to pay is %16, and now my burden will be made 
even heavier by the 5¢ per gallon fuel tax. My job forces 
me to drive over 50,000 miles a year, so you can see what 
this is going to do to me, financially. 

I would have been glad to make these sacrifices, however 
p our trip abroad has shown me that you are thinking like a 

/ Democrat, by pouring billions into foreign aid. For ex­
ample: thirteen billion dollars for Beirut- while Americans 
have to come up with four billion for our own bridges. We 
can tell how much our foreign aid is appreciated by the 
Brazilians recent treatment of you and our flag. 

If you continue to listen to your 'advisors' we will be 
assured of a Democratic Senate, Congress, andPresident 
in -1984. 

Please let me hear from you on the matters of fi:e>:ign/ / 
~i~ and the new gas taxei: I 

Sincerely, 

. ~ ·r;i 
.._____ _ / /} 1 / -<-1; /L,{, ~( V. 7 ~1 lJ..<. 

Lt. V. Frey 

LVF/sc 



TIIE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 27, 1982 

Dear Mr. Frey: 

May I take issue with you on your suggestion 
that I'm beginning to think like a Democrat? 
I guess I've probablyvin years passcy-made ~ 
more speeches than anyone about extravagances 
in foreign aid. But that was when we were 
buying Haile Selassi~a million dollar yacht, 
saw mills for a country that had no treesJ 
and paving a highway in a land where there 
were no automobiles. 

Let me assure you foreign aid as we are 
handling it today is very much in line with 
our national security needs. In some instances 
it substitutes for a military presence we 
would have to otherwise maintain. 

As for the highway tax - we had put that off 
for more than a year now but finally could 
not wait any longer. We have an emergency 
situation with regard to our national high­
way system and a great many bridges, any 
one of which has the potential for a tragic 
disaster. We feel that a gas tax as a user 
fee to fund necessary repairs was a fair way 
to solve the problem. I assure you I will 
never approve such a tax as just a part of 
general revenue raising. 

Thanks for wr(ttng and giying me a chance to 
respond. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Lyle V. Frey 
115 West 12th 
Boyden-Kappeman Building 
Mitchell, South Dakota 57301 



Dcceraber 27, 1982 ., 

Dear Hr. Cameron ~ 

Tha nk you f o r your let tar r egar d i ng t he 
Targeted Jobs '1'a :x: C::rcdit. I; .rn qlad to 
have your com.Be nts and otv·,rgestions .. 
The setting of a family income level as 
a criterion was an effort to steer the 
benefits to those with greatest need. 
We will be launching a new job training 
program in the coming year; maybe that 
will giv~ us more lem-;ay .. 

I shall pass your suggestion on the 
T.J.T.C. on to our people for their 
consideration. I'm in full agreement 
with you that the private sector, not 
government, should be the source of 
employment. ny way of proof of my 
f celin.g, we have reducr~d the number of 
non-defense governmont employees by 
891 of the goal we had set for 1984. 

Again thanks and bent regar<ls. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Christopher Cameron 
7440 Miami Lakes Drive 
Number F-106 
Miami Lakaa, Florida 33014 

-- ,-~ -.L-.A... .I -- ,,_,.. 

A 

\ 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

\VASI-IIN"GTON 

December 27, 1982 

Dear Mr. Cameron: 

Thank you for your letter regarding the 
Targeted Jobs Tax Credit. I'm glad to 
have your comments and suggestions. 
The setting of a family income level as 

- a cri ter~ was an effort to steer the 
benefits to those with greatest need. 
We will be launching a new job training 
program in the coming year; maybe that 
will give us more leeway. 

I shall pass your suggestion on the 
T.J.T.C. on to our people for their 
consideration. I'm in full agreement 
with you that the private sector, not 
government, should be the source of 
employment. By way of proof of my 
feeling,we have reduced the number of 
non-defe;nse government employees by 
89% of the goal we had set for 1984. 

Again thanks and best regards. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Christopher Cameron 
7440 Miami Lakes Drive 
Number F-106 
Miami Lakes, Florida 33014 

, 



, ...... 

-~ As I - am sure ~you :know, one of the largest : segements 
of unemployed are the · inexperJenced ·yotith"':just out 

~of high -~sbhools and colleges. • No matter what his • 
skills or training, · the raw college student cannot. 
compete in a labor pool which includes so. ma]ly •• : .. : -
pe9pl~ - with year_s _- of business experie_nce. ' 

~his is why I write ... ~-~- ~.£.~-~11d }:DU. au the T~e ted 
Jobs lax Crmtt-r.-'Rather tnan government-run ·Jo"b'~ 
of-remporaYyor make -work nature, this ·program -: 

-puts youth into positions where they are rieided and 
_will be trained for long-term career~ in_thi_bus~ 
iness world of America. 

I have .a small position with Vogel Van & Storage, · 
one of the nationhs leading moving agencies, and 
the TJTC has made it possible for me to hire_ iood, 
intelligent college students for part-time posjtion 
at a time when hiring a full-time experienced 
secretary would be difficult. The TJTC is not only 
good f@r students but for business as well. 

However, the eligibility for the TJTC for youth 
from 18-24 includes restrictive criteiia regarding 
the financial status rif the student's parerits--and 
these restrictions deprive a large number of • 
students from the TJTC opportuni tyr. while depriving 
business of the talents of these students. 

So please, as you consider money for unt±ied jobs 
bills over bhe corning weeks, keep in mind that you 
already have one ~hich works brilliantly. Raise 

(over) 

, 'l"Jlll';,,"1° _____ .i.llllla:IIISll--lllm:::=lillliSllll!ml:;m;JClllll:m;.lil!llllla:mt'Zllilll!i1illli'lllli:laEamll.a:I ___ __ 
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the c~iling on financial eligibility for the TJTC 
so more people can be put to work in the busine~s 
world before you turn to government employment. · 
Business needs these young workers to fuel an 
economic revival that will last a generation, 
and -business needs the economic incentive of that 
tax credit to encourage and stimulate the- rebuilding 
and revitalization of our greatest commodity: our 
people. 

Employing Americ ans is the job of business, not 
government. Give us more programs like the TJTC 
and we'll eliminate unemployment in a meaningful 
and progressive fashion. 

n 
The tree of business has suffered a long w&nter, 
but its roots are healthy and it waits, · anxiously, 

1·. for the coming signs of Spring. 

l~- God :Bless You. 

/ 

I - • I 
l .J,---· ---Si-nG-e-r-e-ly-,- -- - ----------------'------------~~ • l J ......... ~ ~ •• • •• ~ . , , • • " ·, " · '®Ld ! .. Jl,ft,~;-_ ~ 

j ~~~ : • 'Jii.W 
i 1 Christoph~r Cameron 
~ f ' 7440 Ni'ami Lakes Dr. #F106 
\ ! Miami Lakes, . FL. 33014 
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December 27, 1902 

FirGt of f , as you c an s e e , I . did gat your 
letter and thank you for it. Thank you al::;o 
for your good wisheo. 

You are right, I do feel strongly about 
mandatory retirement and will continue tryin~r 
to do something about it. However, every­
thing -- including my m·m proposal -- requires 
legislation by the Congress. There is no 
wc1y I can just do it by signing m}• na.me. 
I hope we get something done before August 
and will try. 

Again thanks for your good wi~hez. 

Sincerely, 

Mro. Cntherine Howe Kelly 
320 East 42nd Street 
1\partmcnt 1814 
New York, How York 10017 

RR/Dictation/lme 

0 
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TIIE WIIITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 27, 1982 

Dear Mrs. Kelly: 

First off~as you can see .("'r did get your 
letter and thank you for~it. Thank you also 
for your good wishes. 

You are right.,fr do feel strongly about 
mandatory retirement and will continue trying 
to do something about it. HoweverJ everything - -
including my own proposal~requires legislation 
by the Congress. There is no way I can just 
do it by signing my name. I hope we get 
something done be f ore August and will try. 

Again thanks for your good wishes. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Catherine Howe Kelly 
320 East 42nd Street 
Apartment 1814 
New York, New York 10017 

, 
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CWlmiw 1rt~6 ~ntemational 
GE NERAL OFFICES 

NEW S B U ILD I NG, 2 20 EAST 4 2ND STREET 

NEW YOR K, N. Y . 10017 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

My dear Mr. President: 

December 15, 1982 

f,' 

Personal Letter 

You are 70 years old . I shall be 70 years old next August . 

{ 

You will be able to keep your job . I shall have to give up 
one of mine . (I divide my time between United Press and Time , 
Inc.) UPI does not have mandatory retirement, Time does . 

. -- -· ••• • -- ·-. ·· -- ----· ·---

I am as vigorous as you are and as high-spirited. My job 
is not demanding. Yours is . Still I must leave. 

· I understand that you favor amending the retirement law to 
provide that people now holding jobs who become 70 will be 
able to stay on. I also understand that this is the least 
revolutionary of the proposals before the House and Senate. 

While I favor abolishment of mandatory retirement entirely, 
couldn't you at least effect your proposal while the others 
are being considered? You could save me by the bell. I was 
saved by the bell when I was 65 and the luck of the bit of me 
that is Irish has a l ways been with me . 

Since we're both 70 - ish and both Irish- ish, give it a go! 

I doubt that you ' ll ever sec this lotter . It wil.l be checked 
off under Letters Favoring i\bolishing Mandatory Hetirement. 
But t hen again , you may see it. 

I wish you continued vigor and a year in which you can use it 
constructively. 

Home address : ,.., . ' ' • J , ,-u . -- . . ,, -: -~~--

.. ,{ 

Respectfully yours , 

Catharine Howe Kelly 
320 East 42 St . (Apt . 1814) 
New York, N. Y. 

,I ,I" 
.Y~ .! 

_.✓ .. ~-. :'i 

' t 

\ 
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December 27, 1982 

1 believe o u r ecor:: ;:- '. i c ,., .. ,. , T:r.,., - - col1~· • ·- r y ~- n 1 · J. ,_.•_:- •.l t ~ • • .._ ,,-:J. - ·· 

what some in the press !lay -- is bringing a Lo '..1i: 
recovery. Rouging ctarts nrc up 30% over lnst 
year and building permits are up even higher. 

I'm sorry you feel I'vo let you down over the 
South Bronx. Our program called the "Enterprise 
Zone Actlt has been before the Congress longer 
than a year now. It is bottled up in a cor.unittee. 
in Mr. O'Neill's House of Representatives. You 
could help me try to get it moving if all of 
you in Local 17 would write letters urging its 
passage. The South Bronx is very much the 
kind of locale which would be helped by this 
bill. Like you I want more than anything to 
soe America back to work. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Shaun A. Toner 
1765 East 31st Street 
Drooklyn, New York 11234 

RR/Dictation/lme 

, 

\ 
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Tl!E WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 27, 1982 

Dear Mr. Toner: 

I believe our economic program-- contrary to 
what some in the press say,- is bringing about 
recovery. Housing starts are up 30% over last 
year and building permits are up even higher. 

I'm sorry you feel I've let you down over the 
South Bronx. Our program called the "Enterprise 
Zone Act" has been before the Congress longer 
than a year now. It is bottled up in a committee 
in Mr. O'Neillls House of Representatives. You 
could help me try to get it moving if all of . 
you in Local 17 would write letters urging~~ 
passage. The South Bronx is very much the 
kind of locale which would be helped by this 
bill. Like you I want more than anything to 
see America• back to work. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Shaun A. Toner 
1765 East 31st Street 
Brooklyn, New York 11234 

\ 



WHITE HOUSE 
Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, O.C. 

Dear Mr. President Regan: 

SHAUN A. TONER 
1765 EAST 31st STREET 

BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 11234 

Tel. (212) 336-9726 

November 24, 1982 

It is now Thanksgiving Eve here in New York, with millions of people 
out of work. I feel very strongly that you have to implement policies to 
create jobs and g~nerate _economic growth, instead of unemployment and slow ' 
economic growth. I have written and spoken with some of your predecessor's 
Presidents Carter, Ford, and Nixon. However I have been discouraged and dis­
apointed that more and more of my fellow carpenters are out of work espe-
c i a 11 y 11 THE BRONX 11

• I am sadden that the hope we had for you did nothing 
except make matters worse. 

President Regan, we in the Union Movement do not like to be Welfare 
Recipients, we want to be proud working Americans. What we hoped from you 
was a strong workable economical program. 

1 In conclusion, I and my_ fellow carpenters form Local 17, would like to 
. know what. yourintentions ~~re~ to fulfill your promise you made concerning 
1 The South Bronx. 

Mr President Regan, please help us to fulfill my dream to see America 
proud and working again. I wish to help you in whatever way possible. 

11 Please 11
, don't let us down again. 

\ 

Since.rely, ✓ {,I) 
c-J. - I 
J /.-(t_.l,U½ - '~~-

Shaun A. Toner 





December 27, 1982 

Thank you very nuc,1 L )T your l~ttcr c1 :~ l 
for including the copy of the "farm wife" 
letter. I don't know of any group in 
America that has been harder hit by the 
cost-price squeeze than agriculture. 

Believe me I join you in your prayer 
(duily) that God will help me be an 
instrument to right what is wrong. 

Again thanks and God bless you. 

Mrs. Nan Milliken 
ltt,. t l, Dox 104 

Sincerely, 

DeWitt, Arkansas 72042 

RR/Dictation/lme 



November 3, 1982 

Rt One Box 104 

DeWitt, Arkansas 72042 

Dear Mr. President, 

I am enclosing a copy of the "farm wife" letter that 

I wrote several weeks ago that has started quite a campaign 

in our area and has been mailed to several other states as well. 

I would like to tell you and your wife the details of this 

letter that I did not share with any of the others to whom 

letters were mailed. I feel that you all will understand. 

I am a member of a share group - Bible study at Bayou 

Meto, a small, rural community in Southeastern Arkansas. 

All of our share group has been praying for the Lord to help 

us get out of this seemingly impossible situation that the 

family farmer finds himself in. After finishing my morn i ng 

devotions about three weeks ago, I found myself writing out 

the basis of the "farmer's wife" letter. I do not type well 

and you can see that my penmanship leaves much to be desired. 

So I called my friend, Janis Sellars, to help me with this 

letter. She called implement dealers to get accurate prices 

on machinery prices ten years ago and today's costs. We called 

and got the bean market report of quotations and the rice prices 

were bids that local farmers were getting at that time. We 

wanted to be as truthful and accurate as possible. 

After deciding to share our letter with the share group, 

we soon discovered that there were many other people wanting 

copies. Even those not married to farmers wanted copies of a 

letter they could send explaining how they, too, were affected 

'by the farmer's dilemna. 



2 

I am the wife of a fourth generation rice and soybean 

farmer and we do not want to lose what our parents grand­

parents and great-grandparents worked so hard to accumulate. 

It is sometimes said that the current conditions will weed 

out the inefficient farmers, but it will also eliminate 

many who simply cannot pay 17% for their money and take a 

dollar a bushel or more loss on their crops. 

This letter is written in red ink to symbolize the way 

the farmer has been forced to operate the last several years. 

Thank you for taking the time to read my story and I 

pray that God will use you as one of the instruments to help 

the farmer. I truly feel that if America's farmers are put 

back on their feet, America as a nation will return to her feet. 

We did all need to be brought to our knees, though, didn't 

we? I kept the clipping from the newspaper stating that you 

took the oath of office with your mother's Bible opened to 

2 Chronicles 7:14. I too, believe this is true. 

Sincerely, 

Nan Milliken 

\ 
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December 27, 1982 

Dear 'l'a mrny: 

8les!J you for what you are doipg ~nd thank 
you for writin0. He are goin<;:f to organize 
another dozen task forces nationwide similar 
to the force used in Florida. However, I'm 
convinced the most effective thing is getting 
the users to stop being customers. 

Hhat you are doing is most important - keep 
it up .. Again my thanks and very best wishes .. 

Sincerely, 

Hiss 'l'ammy 'l'reider 
7341 Wood Knot Court 
Orlando, Florida 32811 

RR/Dictation/lme 
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11-18-82 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Reagan, 

My names is Tammy and I am 18 years old, I have recently 

7-stepped the drug rehabilitation program in St. Petersburg, Fla. 

Straight Inc. The one that your wife visited. But I just wanted 

to write and say I appreciate · the "cracking down" you are doing 

on the drug problem in the U.S. we need it. My program was 22 

months long and I learned alot and one thing I learned was to 

quit looking at the World and myself through lies. I think the 

work you did in Florida is great and I support you 100 %! I do 

speaking engagements in Orlando and have done fund raising in , 

Orlando to get an Orlando program by March of 1983 which I then ' 

plan on being a staff member of Straight. I support you all the 

way and please be careful cuz there's alot of people into drugs 

and other such mess and I want the work you do to really help us! 

But I think you know you have to be careful. If your mail is 

censored or whatever I hope they don't look at this letter as 

unimportant cuz I know you are busy, but it means alot to me ! 

Have a Happy Thanksgiving and God bless you all! 

7341 Wood Knot Court 

Orlando, Florida 32811 

Love, 

Tammy Treider 
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December 27, 1982 

Dear Mr. Polk: 

I guess this calls for one of those "small 
worldtt r omarks. Thnnk you for your l ~ttcr 
Lut oven mor e for th,;_! ~~10.rale bo o ct i L <Jave 
me. I had just r end~ d ifferent kin~ of 
letter from an Illinois businessman \0 ·ho is on 
the edge of caving in. 

I share your outlook and have been heartened 
by the evidence of increased private sector 
initiatives plus the widespread voluntarism 
anJ good works in this Christmas season. 
I am more than a little upset by the constant 
drw:nbeat of doom and gloorn we arc getting 
from the news media. They could create a 
recession if we didn't already have one, and 
certainly they are doing nothing to help us 
out of one. 

Again my thanks to you for what you are doing 
and what you plan to do. Let's spread the 
word. 

Sincerely, 

., • ' : 1 r ,, 

Mr. Sol Polk 
North Avenue at First Avenue 
Melrose Park, Illinois 60160 

RR/Dictation/lme 

/17390 ~' 
BG lJO 't 
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TI-IE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS! IINGTON 

December 27, 1982 

Dear Mr. Polk: 

I guess this calls for one of those "small 
world" remarks. Thank you for your letter 
but even more for the morale boost it gave 
me. I had just read a different kind of 
letter from an Il. l~sinessman who is on 
the edge of caving in.------:~ 

I share your outlook and have been heartened 
b;{the evidence of increase~j,efprivate sector 
initiatives plus the widespread voluntarism 
and good works in this Christmas season. +0s.. 

I am more than a little upset by the consfnt 
drurrCbeat of doom and gloom we are getting 
from the news media. They could create a 
recession if we didn't already have oneJand 
certf.i&lly they are doing nothing to help us 
out of one. 

Again my thanks to you for what you are doing 
and what you plan to do. Let's spread the 
word. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Sol Polk 
North Avenue at First Avenue 
Melrose Park, Illinois 60160 
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POLK BROS, INC. 
Office of the President 
North Avenue at First Avenue, 
Melrose Pork, Illinois 60160 

November 12, 1982 
Our 47th Year 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

Area Code : 312 
Chicago: 287-1011 

Suburban: 345-3200 

As I write this, it is the end of another long 
business day for me. The dark is settling 
earlier now and the wind is picking up a chill 
to remind those of us in the Chicago area that 
winter is fast approaching and bringing the 
new year with i t . 

I have be en thinking a lot of late about our 
economic goals for the new year and our 
company's response to them. And as my eye 
wandered around my office a few minutes ago, 
it paused at a picture on the wall - a 
picture of you, then General Electric spokes­
man, presenting me with an award. I couldn't 
help but think back to tho s e days, a few mor e 
years a go than we both like to remember, and 
compare them with now. 

And as I made the comparison, I made an inter­
esting personal discovery about today's 
economic climate. I di s covered that it i s n't 
as disma l as we would have ours e lves believe . 
And that set me to thinking about ways to 
improve it. So I decide d to write you and 
share some observations on the s ituation 
today and what this company, for one, is doing 
about it. 

As you we ll know, Mr. President, it seems as 
if we can't read a newspaper or turn on a 
television set nowadays without being bomb­
arded with another doom :rn<l gloom report 
about the American economy. Economic indi­
cators that are encouraging arc everywhere 
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around us, yet they always seem to be 
downplayed. For instance 

the dramatic drop in interest 
rates 

the 15 % cut in income taxes, 
with another 10% still to come 
in the next few months 

the rate of inflation cut in 
half and then cut in half again 
to a new 6-year low 

the stabilization in price 
increases for most major goods 
over the past 4-months 

record harvests for most crops, 
indicating hold-the-line prices 
for food in 1983 

average weekly paychecks climb­
ing to new highs 

the recent giant rally in the 
stock market which expressed 
investor confidence in the 
future 

the increasing strength of the 
dollar against other major 
currencies in the world 

the millions more who have 
joined America's expanding work 
force 

trade agreements with other 
nations which will re-vitalize 
America's basic industries and 
he 1 p put o u r Iv o r kc rs b a ck to 
work 
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All of this, and more, far outweighs the bad 
news, yet it is the bad news that gets all the 
attention, causes increasing worry on the part 
of our citizens, and holds our society captive, 
making us think that forces are at work which 
are beyond our control. 

And, once we start believini that we can't do 
anything about it, it becomes a self-fulfilling 
prophecy. I think that's a big part of what is 
wrong with our economy today. The way we 
perceive events and our reaction to them has 
somehow been bent all out of shape. 

Re cently, for i nstance, the Dow Jones average 
dropped 36 points in one day, from a 2-year 
hi gh of 1034 to a mark of 998. It was widely 
reported as the second greatest one-day loss in 
stock market history, unequalled except for the 
loss in October, 1929 that triggered the gre a t 
depression. Much was made of that fact on all 
the news programs, causing needless worry in the 
minds of Americans over a return to bread lines 
and soup kitchens. 

Jus t one ca lm voice of lo gic could h ave e ase d 
the sense of panic on the news reports by simply 
pointing out the difference in the two situa­
tions . In Octob er, 1929, the Dow Jones stood at 
200 and dropped 38 points in one day - a 19 % 
drop tha t wiped out many inve s tor s who had 
bought stocks with just 10 % down. In October, 
1982, the market dropped 36 points - a modest 
3-1/2 % drop from a high of 1034. Economist s 
shrugg ed it off as a simple adjustment in th e 
market -- but it kept people uneasy for days. 

The mor a l of this story and a possible solution 
to our current problems goes back to the 
Presidential i naugural address of 1932, wh en 

, Fr anklin Roosevelt viewed an economic clima t e 
far wors e than we have today and proclaimed: "We 
have nothing to fear but f ear it se lf." 
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I, . 
• 11 mention all of this because it strikes me -
/and the facts support it - that we aren't as 
lbad off as we keep telling ourselves we are. 

It seems to me that the time has come for 
businesses and individuals alike to ignore the 
so-called "experts" and go out ourselves and 
meet the world head-on, one-on-one. We have to 
take the initiative ourselves and make things 
happen in the marketplace. 

And I don't doubt for a minute the power of 
individual performance in effecting change. 
Our history is replete with the examples of 
people who stood up to be counted when the 
counting stopped at one. 

One man, Nathan Hale, stood up to be counted 
and chose death rather than renounce his country. 
His sacrifice served as a rallying point for 
others that only had to endure bitter cold 
winters during the darker days of our fight for 
independence. 

One man stood up to be counted and cast the 
deciding vote that kept us from killing com­
pulsory military training four months before 
Pearl Harbor. 

One man, unknown today, fired "the shot heard 
round the world", and he wasn't even paid to do 
it - he just did what his conscience told him 
to do for his country. 

We are, each of us, only one -- but so was 
Carrie Nation, Paul Revere, Patrick Henry, 
Robert E. Lee, Thomas Jefferson, and Joan of 
Arc -- and she was just a girl of 14 who couldn't 
even read or write. 

Walt Disney was just one man, but he had a dream 
for the future and wanted to share that dream 
with the world, so he set about making that 

. " 
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dream a reality by planning EPCOT Center, which 
not only gives us a glimpse of the marvels in 
store for us in the near future, but also pours 
billions of dollars a year into the economy by 
creating jobs. 

As I walk through my store at night, I look 
around at the myriad products existing today 
that weren't even dreamed about when you pre­
sented me with that award, Mr. President. 
Products that are built better to last longer. 
Products that bring the world into our living 
rooms to entertain us and educate us. Products 
well within the means of the poorest among us 
that would have been worth a king's ransom just 
a few short years ago when we were boys. 
Products that have increased our standard of 
living, lengthened our lives, and given us more 
leisure time. Products that are a tangible 
sign of an America on the move, and the direction 
is up. 

After reflecting upon this, Mr. President, my 
thoughts naturally turned to the efforts of my 

1{wwn company, Polk Bros, the largest independent 

(
• etailer of brand name products in America. Have 

we been doing our share in brightening the 
economic climate? Is there more that we can 

, 

do? 

Polk Bros is just one company in one American 
community, yet just consider for a moment, as 
I have, the contribution we make as a company, 
and our employees make as individuals, to 
the growth and p rosperity of the economy 
locally, nationally, and world-wide. 

We employ 1500 workers at 15 stores throughout 
the Chicagoland area. Many of our workers, 
both men and women, have grown with us over 
the years, advancing from within the company. 
1500 families, 6,000 people directly depend 
upon the company for their livelihood. 
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We and our employees pay taxes which are used 
for the benefit of our nation, state, and 
local communities. Our paychecks are spent 
locally, which has a multiplying effect in 
benefiting others - the grocery store, den­
tists, restaurants, banks, utilities, and 
others that provide us with _goods and services. 

But that's only part of our contribution, 
because we are also in the business of selling 
products from a host of manufacturers. Every 
time we sell just one product, even something 
as basic as a vacuum cleaner, we provide 
employment for scores of job categories 
throughout the nation -- from the designers to 
the men on the production line to the sales 
force to the delivery team. And that doesn't 
even count the vast number of people involved 
in getting the raw materials to the manu­
facturer. All keep working away because of us, 
and thousands of other retailers like us 
nationwide. 

And just think how many more workers we help 
keep employed when we sell more sophisticated 
products like microwave ovens and refrigerators. 
Multiply that vacuum cleaner by the thousands 
of products we sell daily and you can get an 
idea of the importance of our work and the 
thousands of other workers counting on us to do 
the best job that is humanly possible . 

That is why it is so important for our organi­
zation to sparkplug consumer sales by fostering 
confidence in our economy . A fear-psychology 
seems to be gripping consumers. They have the 
money to spend but seem reluctant to part with 
it for fear of what tomorrow will bring. What 

fj is needed in America is a confidence in th_e __ 
: future, generated by government, investors, 
· ' n1anufacturers , entrepreneurs, nn<l consumers 

alike. 
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What can one company such as ours do? All it 
takes is one. One company. One individual. 
And it all starts with our relations with our 
customers - on the telephone, in our ads, on 
our sales floors, in their homes. It's not 
particularly doing anything new. It's really 
doing what we already do, but better. 

The nation, therefore, has my pledge, Mr. 
President, that Polk Bros, and all 1500 of its 
employees, is going to work even harder at in­
stilling consumer confidence at all levels, 
particularly going into this holiday season. 
And I'm going to take it upon myself to 
communicate with all businessmen with whom our 
company comes in contact, to help spread this 
message of confidence. 

Within our own company, building consumer 
confidence begins simply enough, by treating 
each and every customer with the respect that 
is his or her due. Courteous treatment of a 
customer is as important at all levels of our 
business as is the price tag, even more import­
ant in these uncertain times when the customer 
has res e rvations about parting with hard-earned 
dollars in the first place. 

We will therefore all remember that the 
customer is the lifeblood of our organization -
and just as others depend on us for their jobs, 
so we dep8nd on our customers for ours. 

We will also remember that we have a moral 
responsibility to help keep our suppliers at 
full employment . To do this, we are dedicated 
to sell at an ever-increasing volume. Not only 
because we represent a major factor in our 
marketplace and want to maintain that position, 
but also because we can play a part in solving 
the nation's unemployment problem by meeting 
and breaking sales goals, since every product 
we sell keeps people working to replace the 
products we sell. 
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We can also work toward full employment by 
supporting new technology. We are very 
fortunate in America to have a technologi-
cal advantage through inventiveness and 
individual desire for success on the part 
of our people. To prove it, you just have 
to look at the record number of new businesses 
that are formed each year. -This improved 
technology, manifested in newer and better 
products of all kinds, can vastly increase 
our country's productivity. It can lead us 
to find superior substitutes for dwindling 
resources. And it can create entire new 
industries that will reduce unemployment 
through the growth it provides. It is up 
to all of us to make sure that America 
never loses its creative spark. 

. As a corporation, we are increasing our 
advertising and promotional efforts to 
record levels in order to stimulate con­
sumer interest in our merchandise. For 
instance, we are currently offering a free 
year's supply of car washes with the pur­
chase of a major product both to stimulate 
employment in our area's car wash companies, 
and as an added incentive for consumers to 
buy now. And you have my assurance that 
similar promotional events will be part of 
our sales stimulation efforts throughout the 
year. 

In closing, Mr. President, let me again 
1 assure you of this one organization's 
!commitment to brightening our nation's 
economic climate, a commitment that is 
backed by each and every one of our 
employees. Together, I know that we can 

: do it. 
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December 27, 1992 

near Mr. Barnett : 

Thnnk you f or your l c ttc.r o f !Jc c c r:-.:)Gr 1 0 . 
You are right about t.lle ba ttle we a.re 
waging wit.h t ho:::. c ·who want to turn to 
raore spending an<l government intervention. 
I am having the mine inspector situntion 
you mentioned looked into. 

I do differ with ycu on the recently 
pus sed gas tax. over a year ago we had 
learned of the near emer0cncy nituation 
nationwide with r e11ar<l to deteriorated 
high't,:ay!i and bridges. I held off for 
a year but felt we couldn't wait any 
longer. In a great many places school 
busses halt and make the children walk 
across bridges, then the driv~r picks 
them up on the othe r side. 

our inte rstate system ic such that r'.:any 
companies have hr.1J. to increase their 
shipping costs {which the ta>:paycrs pay) 
because of re-routing trucks to avoid 
badly deteriorated stretches of road. 

nut I' rn sura you' 11 be ple~sed to l:now ,-re 
have reduced tha Congres!::ional proposnls 

/ I (p7t/J 
fI00 1 - {)a_ 
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for truck taxes to almost one fourth of 
what had baen proposed. 

Inoidentally you are correct about the 
Congress adding several hundred million 
dollars to aid for Israel - much of which 
was taken from aid proposals for other 
countries. 

Again thal'lks for ·writing. 

, 

Sincerel:l, 

Mr. Elben Barnett 
West Virginia Taxpayers Assn. 
Rte i 2, Box 342 
Charleston, West Virginia 25314 

rr/Dictation/lme 
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TIIE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS I-IINGTON 

December 27, 1982 

Dear Mr. Barnett: 

Thank you for your letter of December 10. 
You are right about th~ battle we are 
waging with those who want to turn to 
more spending and government intervention. 
I am having the mine inspector situation 
you mentioned looked into. 

I do differ with you on the recently 
passed gas tax. Over a year ago we had 
learned of the - near emergency situation 
nationwide with regard to deteriorated 
highways and bridges. I held off for 
a year but felt we couldn't wait any 
longer. In a great many places school 
busses halt and mak e the children walk 
a cross bridges~then the driver picks 
them up ·,on the othe r side. 

Our interstate system is such that many 
companies have had to increase their 
s hipping costs (which the taxpayers pay) 
bee~ of re-routing trucks to avoid 
badly deteriorated stretches of road. 

But I'm sure you~·.l be pleased to know we 
have reduced the ~bngressional proposals 
f or truck taxes o almost one fourth of 
what had been proposed. 

Incidentally you are correct about the 
Congress adding severa1,~undred million 
dollars to aid for Is~l - much of which 
was taken from aid proposals for other 
countries. 

Again thanks for writing. 

Sincerely, 

~r. Elben Barnett 
West ~ irginia Taxpayers Assn. 

~ Rte # 2..J 1?0X 342 
·Charleston, West Virg inia 25314 

. :;\ ~·r; L 
-~ 
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WEST VIRGINIA TAXPAYERS ASSOCIATION 
ROUTE 2 - BOX 342 

CHARLESTON, WEST VIRGINIA 25314 

December 10, 1982 

Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the United Stites 
The White House Office 
1600 Pennsy l vania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear President Reagan: 

As an organization of working, taxpaying citizens of 
West Virgin i a, we are concerned with recent developments in 
our federal government. These developments have a direct 
and possibly severe effect on our lives and livelihoods. I' 
ask the administration and the West Virginia Congressional 
Delegation t o closely monitor these matters and protect our 
welfare (that is, the interest of the working people and not 
the 11 giveaway 11 program) and our future. 

As ta xpayers, we have been most encouraged by the initia-
tive and efforts of the Reagan administration. It has been 
dedicated to streamlining the inefficient and unresponsive 
federal bureacracy. It has attempted to give incentives to 
the productive citizens of America. Overall, it has be~n 
refreshing. 

However, every time the administration attempts to do 
something that would benefit this country 1 s industrial base 

\ 

and working public , it is stopped by Congress. They (Congress) 
apparently want to continue uncontrolled social programs that 
waste tax dollars and do nothing to stimulate the abilities of 
American people. Rather than help the private sector stimulate 
employment and provide a tax base, Congress is inclined to 
create artificial quick fixes through another public jobs pro­
gram. This, of course, is with taxpayer 1 s dollars and offers 
no opportunity for further recouping the 11 dead 11 exp ense. 

It is amazing to our group that our politicians are 
, al ways ta l k i n g about the 11 n at i on al i zed 11 i n dust r i es of other 
countries. They blame them for our inability to compete in 
world markets. Would it be so bad for them to consider doing 
something helpful for private industry and business? We do 
not advocate 11 nationalization". However, we simply think 
they could give the employers of this country a little more 
consideration. They have literally confiscated the tax base 
through increased giveaway programs, accelerated benefit 
levels for those not working and every protection possible 
to insulate the worker from being directed by management. 
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Honorable Ronald Reagan 
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December 10, 1982 

The previous administration (Carter) had become famous 
for its 11 cancer 11 programs. Those were federal programs that 
were disincentives for Americans to work and pay taxes. The 
11 giveaway 11 notions of that regime reached catastrophic levels. 
The bureaucracy reached unbelievable numbers. We were pleased 
when the present administration reduced many of these. We 
hope they are not getting b.ack into the "cancer habit 11

• 

For instance, take the _Mine Safety & Health Administ r ~­
t ion. 7 t had been reduced to rea saoa 6 I e I evel s-- for adegua te 
enforcement of our minin indu • s been 
bu to a point where safet ectors must be 11 fallin 

er ern Wes . Jh~ 
i essed with an mines shut-do 
yet there are more MSHA inspectors than ever in the southero 
part of our state. It makes absolutely no sense, particularly 
wnen our tax dollars are being wasted and the deficit increased. 

f 

Another example for our administration and our Congress­
men. The so-called highway tax now "flying'' through Congress. 
It is extremely penal to our nation's trucking business. Wash­
ington speaks of so many new jobs as a result of the revenues 
being dedicated to highway construction and maintenance. 
Perhaps that is true, but they do not say how many trucking 
companies will go out of business and how many in that industry 
will become unemployed. This is particularly critical to our 
state, since we depend on coal as an economic foundation and 
our coal depends on truck haulage to reach market. It will 
assuredly inflate the price of West Virginia coal and further 
erode any advantage coal offers compared to other boiler fuels. 
West Virginia certainly does not need that! 

We hope the bill will not be approved in the form in which 
it passed the House. It does, however, seem to be on a "fast 
track". If it does pass, then every West Virginian should know 
that 20 % of that revenue will be given to help mass transit 
systems. That is ridiculous. How many mass transit systems 
are there in our state? In other words, the major portion of 

\ 

this revenue will come from the trucking industry that services 
the remote areas of our country and at least one-fifth of the 
money will then be given to the big cities . Not only that, but 
the remainder of the tax would be paid by people who buy gasoline 
and they don't ride mass transit! It is wrong, and I hope our 
representatives in Washington will protect our interests. 

One other area developing in Washington of concern to us 
is the large amount of money being given to Israel. We do not 
object to United State's support for the Jewish nation, but we 
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strongly feel that such assistance should not make slaves of 
American people. If that amount of money was put into the Social 
Security System, its worries would be over. The concerns of 
the elderly would be over. The working public would not have 
to look forward to yearly increases in Social Security taxes. 
It makes sense that we need to take care of America first and 
give what is left to the nations we trust. 

With the economy in such drastic shape, ta x revenue becomes 
more important than ever. What we are used to must be changed 
to get more for the dollar, not merely increased by more deficit 
dollars. The few working people should not be further taxed to 
take care of those that are not working or don't want to work. 
We must do away with waste and extravagance. We must encourage 
productivity. We ask those in our nation's capitol and our 
state capitol to take particular note and protect the interests 
of our membership, taxpaying West Virginians. 

Sincerely, 

&0.Ql-2,~,(-}3 .a u ,-nLffJ-
E lb en Barnett 
President 

\ 
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December 27, 1982 

'l hank you v e ry n~ui::l: f o r vour -letter w:i. ich 
only rcache<l me after r.,y- return frorn Drazil. 
I didn't have nn opportunity to do somo of 
the things you suggested and am afraid I 
wouldn't have oven if I'd hnd your suggestions 
before the trir,. They had a very full schedule 
for me. However, I do believe that I was 
fortunate enough to get more of a vie\1 and 
sense of Brazil than just that of officialdom. 

I can oay also th.:1.t I really did go to listen .. 
I've felt for many years that no matter how 
well-intentioned our efforts in the past, 
we were the great colo3sus seeking to impose 
our plans on then. This tiMe I asked them 
whut were our differences :md how did they 
think we could resolve t;1cm. The response 
was most rewarding. Incid~mtally, my im­
pression wao that President F'igueireclo truly 
<locs want democracy and better opport\u1ity 
for the pooplt;l. 

Th.!lnk you for your prayers and yottr blessing. 

Sincerely, 

Padre John Tupper 
C. P. 191 
68.100 Santarem, Para 

rr/Dictation/lme 
r -; r-:,, 
• ·) ~q l 

\ 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHJ.NGTON 

December 27, 1982 

Dear Padre: 

Thank you very much for your letter which 
only reached me after my return from Brazil. 
I didn't have an opportunity to do some of 
the things you suggested and am afraid I 
wouldn't have even if I'd had your suggestions 
before the trip. :) 

Ghey had a very full schedule for me. However; 
I do believe that I was fortunate enough to 
get more of a view and sense of Brazil than 
just that of officialdom. 

I can say also that I really did go to listen. 
I've felt for many years that no matter how 
well-intentioned our efforts in the past, 
we were the great colossus seeking to impose 
our plans on them. This time I asked them 
what were our differences and how did they 
think we could resolve them. The response 
was most rewarding. Incidentall im-
pression was the President e truly 
does want democracy and better oppo unity 
for the people. 

Thank you for your prayers and your lessing. 

Sincerely, 

Padre John Tupper 
C.P. 191 
68.100 Santarem, Para 

, 

· . ... 
• ·.\_-t"'; . ::.., 



President Ron.'.!Jd i '. " "-f',o.n, 

'.'lhitc Hon:1e , 

Wc.shington, ij.O. 

Dear Mr . President, 

c.f,. 191 
, o 1 ()() " .,_ I o u. . ·.~ uBXh,arem, 

Nov. 14, 1?82 

I hc: o.rd r ecently that you arc comine to i3ra::iil at the end of 

November for a visit . I ,:ro.s r,lld to hnar th::it. I bel i · v, that you have 

a great opportunity to convey to the Brazilian people the f eelings of 

the people of the United States . Althour,h you nill mc, d only a fen peo1Jle 

durin[; vo T visit , .:md pcrh:ips will speak directly to several th•Jusand, 

your ·;rords ·,;ill be e ··rri cd by tclcvis j_on cinrl radio to millions of ~asilians 

thruout this [:r eat c w ntry. 

Until I c.'.1llle here t-,70 years ac:o to ·.-rork a::i a volunt eer priest rrith 

the American Fra:neisc '"ns in the Diocese of J;:mtar<fui, I h :i.d no i dea of ho-.·; 

nruch influcmce the United .States h::is on Drasil. Just on the cultural and 

educational l ev · l s, ther, is a ereat deal of interest on t he p cTt of the people 

here in ;·rhat Americans rlo and t hink. They pl ay Am ,r:i.can sonc;s on the radio. 

!:lost of t he school chilrlrcn rr; 11 :_;t:tr.1;</ i~nr:;lish befo,,e they cor:iplate the eighth 

eradc. 

For me, the experi -nee of rrorkinL; h :->rc has :mriehcd my life, and certainly 

broadened my eonc:ept of the r:or l d. -;- 1ve been int roduced to a pconle, who, 

although for t ,1 e most n;i,rt ;ire poor, h1vc arc,1t pride, ':rork hard, and hope 

for a better tomorr.,,r. Du'·, proj:)lcms exist, .1s you rrell l::nm-r, :iin all arco.s 

of life. The countr y is r;:::-aduo.1).y devel oping d8lllocratic ·.rays of r ,3solvlnc 

~ prob : ems and nn ki n:-; decisions. I ::; r,rve so,·18 lt6 small fo.rminc; communities as a 

sort of circuit-ricli.ng priest. J'.'y people ·,rork ho.nl to su..-vive, and hone for 

a b et tci' futur0 for their children. 

I hope ·(;hat yon Yri.11 crim,, prcpa::-ed to listen car,,fnlJ.y ns ':,ell ns to 

i ... 
r 
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speak thP, aims, proi;r ams and :intentioff: of j;hc American government. First of 

all, I t hink that Brazilians n '."led to he,u· that AmrJrican pconl e, although they 

3njoy a hicher standa ·d of livinc; , share the same concerns, values and pr oblems 

t hat Brazilians have . Thew need t o hoa~_. that i',e, as ;,_ people, do not y/j_sh to 

exploi t them, that t:he United States is not a count r r vrhcr c everyon e i s wealthy, 

that Americans suffer fro!ll :inflati ~n, .-rorr"<J ab out the pos :-:: ibilit:r of nuclear 

warfare, ;,.nrl vrant to pass on a better ':r arld to their chi l clr 8Il. 

I b ol:i. "ve that you heed to he "!' more than just the vicrrs of Brazil's 

pr/3sident, J oao Fi'7lureido, nncl other eovernmcnt officials. I hone t hat ·,-rhile 

:rou a!'e in Brasilia you will have the opportunity t o speo.k t o some representatives 

of the Nation c>.l Conference of Catholic Dis hons ( Brazilion) , ,-rhose offices are 

not too far from the Araerican ,'inb£1.ssy . Of perhaps you mi(;ht ho:.re t he opportunity 

t o speak to the Cardinal Evaristo Paulo Arns of Sao Paulo, o. r eligious l eader of 

t he largest archdiocese in Brasil. From them you Yti..ll l earn the concerns and 

problems of t h0 gre "i; mn.,jor :i.ty of peopl 8 Trho · nrc poor . In the 1979 confe r ence 

in Puebla, llcxico, the bishops of Cent' 'nl nnd Sou.th Amc:rica mnde a 1op(a"6 prefere ncial 

polos pobres 1 ( a prefer ential ophon for t he 1,oor). Th0. Church of Brasil is 

totally c om.mi i~t ed to h :;l pinr, th0. poor in their str-.igel e to nchieve dir;nit y , 

a decent l if c , and a r cprcsentiave voice in the govern "cnt . 

Ae;o.in, thanks for comi nc . I ·:r; 11 be prnying for you [ll1d your advisers, 

a s nell as the Brazili:m of"icials ·;;ith ·,;ho:n you ·;rill confer . After all, Iv oted 

9
n() • f · I h ~re I ·,rant you to b e a great President, for yo•1 in i1ovembcr, 1 o , oc or e c ame •, • 

noted i n history f or yo1.ir l eadership in developing :::tual aid, r espect and 

understanding bet-.-reen th•J Uni :,oo States rind develo;:i inr; nc1tions lil!P nro.sil . 

Goorl luck, "ln '.i may Go,,. bless you. 

, 

(Dioc ese of Go.ylo ·, ,d, Mich., 
on l e:->.vc t?, th_,9 Dioc~se of 
Santarc.-.fu, i o.r~, Brasil) 

- ·-- _________ --,:,~- ---------------------



December 27, 1982 

Dear rtr. Lin<ler : 

Th~nk you very r:n..1.ch for your lotter o f 
Decc.riber 6t:t1. It was kind of you to 
write and I'm pleaocd to learn your 
assessment of our visit. We cal'!\e home 
with a good feeling among ourselves 
but it's nice to have substantiation. 

Thanks again and best regards. 

Sincerely, 

[ '.; : . .. : •• •• • : . . 
'&I ' ~ • -~ --

r,tr. Douglas R. Linder 
P.O. Box 9333 
0100 Sao Paulo 
nrazil, south America 

RR/Dictation/lme 

\ 



STREET ADDRESS: RUA OLAVO BILAC, 107 

(V I LA SOFIA) • SANTO AMARO 

A DDRESS CORRESPONDENCE: P , 0, BOX Q3 33, 

01000 SAO PAULO - BRASIL 

TELEFONES : (011) 
048-8122 

048-Q022 

T E L E X (0 11) 2 1 • 2 8 8 

TELEGRAMS , CARGILL 

,I 

The President of the 

United Sta t es, 

The White House, 

Washington, D.C., 

U • S • A • 

Mr, President 

Sao Paulo, December 6, 1982 

\ 

As an American working overseas, heading an American corporation, 

I would like to sincerely thank you for your speech in Sao Paulo 

on December 2, 1982. 

The overall trip was certainly something that Brazil needed and 

I compliment you for taking the initiative to make such a rigorous 

visit. 

My best wishes for your continued success. 

·) ~11 f - o -.. It , ., 

,.. 



December 27, 1982 

Dear Reverend 'l'rip1.ctt: 

Thank y()U very much for your kind lett.r~r. It 
was good of you to write «s you did and I'm 
most grateful. 

I want very much to establish a relationship 
between our country and our friends and neigh­
bors of the South. It must be one of partner­
ship between equals base<l on mutual respect 
and not the sometirr:cs d.orneaning "big brother" 
approach of the past. 

We all came home with a feeling that we had 
made a good beginning. I assure you we'll 
continue this effort. 

Again my thanks. 

Sincerely, 

Reverend Loren 'l'riplett 
144 5 Boonville 1-t.vcnue 
Springfield, Missouri 65802 

rr/Dict~ion/lme 

ft 

\ 



The Gen~~al Council of 

The ASSEMBLIES of GOD 
1445 BOONVILLE AVENUE SPRINGFIELD, MISSOURI 65802 

J. PHILIP HOGAN, Executive Director 

NORMAN L. CORRELL, Administrative Assistant 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D. C . 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

DIVISION OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 

December 15, 1982 

God's blessings to you and yours! 

CABLE ADDRESS : GENCIL 

TELEPHONE (417) 862-2781 

I write to express my sincere appreciation for your attention given this 
week to Latin America. I feel sure your demonstrated interest in our part of 
the world is a signal of hope to millions. 

I was in Costa Rica, meeting with our Central America missionary staff, 
and noted the preparations being made for your arrival. I felt a deep sense of 
pride, recognizing that the gentle people of Costa Rica, the proud participants , 
in democratic processes for many years, would welcome you with genuine 
enthusiasm and appreciation. I am pleased now to discover that is exactly what 
happened. 

Thank you for meeting with the Central America leadership most interested 
I in freedom. I served as a missionary for twelve years in Nicaragua and know 
;that the harsh realities of Central America are extremely complex for you . I am 
praying God shall provide you the wisdom to respond wisely and justly in this 
moment of crisis. In my opin ion, the Nicaraguan tragedy need not have 
happened. Your more real is tic approach to what is really happening in 
Central America provides hope for us al I. 

Incidentally, twice this year I have arrived at the Managua airport w iths a 
proper visa and been denied entry into that land I love dearly. In the first 
instance, soldiers simply hurried me back aboard the plane on which I had 
arrived. In the second case, I was detained under armed guard until the next 
commercial flight ar rived on which I was sent to Panama. I am presently 
awaiting permission from the Sandista government to be allowed to again visit 
the leadership of our more than 300 Assemblies of God churches in that land. I 
pray I shall not be denied that privilege. 

Let me thank y ou again for your "Good Neighbor intentions" for a part of 
the world where the great majority of . the masses love and appreciate 
North America. I hope you can "reach toward us" often. 

~ 

L T:mjh 

Yeg:;urs, 

Loren Triplett 
Director for Latin America 
and th'e West Indies 



December 27, 1982 

Denr Mr. Lyon: 

Thank you very much for your good lette r 
and for sharing your ntory of the uprising 
in Bogota with me. I intend to get a 
little mileage out of the "Sons of Bogota" 
story. I wonder if the Genornl ever re­
called or knew what kind of an s.o.B. you 
were calling him. 

Thanks again and hcot regards. 

Sincerely, 

r rc-·:c. ,-; 
.... . __ , I.I. ' .·. - • .. 

Mr. Cecil B. r..yon 
Kings lligh\1ay 

~· - . .. 

Hancock, New Hampshire 03449 

RR/Dictation/lme 



TI-IE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS HINGTON 

December 27, 1982 

Dear Mr. Lyon: 

Thank you very much for your good letter 
and f?r~haring your story of the uprising 
in B<tt9atd with me. Ia intend to get a 
little::rn"ileage out of th~ "Sons of Bogota" 
story. - I wonder if the General ever re­
called or knew what kind of an S.O.B. you 
were calling him. 

Thanks again and best regards. 

Mr. Cecil B. Lyon 
Kings Highway 

Sincerely, 

Hancock, New Hampshire 03449 

., -~ . . ·.\, .. ;_~ 

· '-

\ 
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CECIL B. LYON 
KING'S !1i'::!i1. .1r\ Y 

HANCOCi(, fl ii. L:,/: .lJ 

The Honorable 
The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

December 14, 1982 

Thank you for your letter of November 17, 1982. It was 
thoughtful of you to write. You may rest assured that I shall 
continue to support you in every way I can and shall be happy 
to "stay the course." 

Reading a few days ago in the press of your visit to 
Bogota and what occurred there and having long appreciated your 
fine sense of humor, I ve nture to tell you of my experience in , 
Bogota in 1948. I was then a Foreign Service Officer on duty 
in the State Department as Special Assistant to the lat e Norman 
Armour, an Assistant Secretary of State. We were both members 
of our delegation to the InterAmerican Conference at Bogota. 
Ge ne ral Marshall, Secretary of State, headed our dele gation. 
Although the Colombian Government had gone to infinite pains to 
assure the success of the Conference, on the second day after 
the Conference began a leftist labor leader, called Gayetan, 
was assassinated and all Hell broke loose. Th e crowds went wild , 
turned over and set fire to street cars and a utomobiles, broke 
into the bodegas and stole all the pisco and other alioholic 
beverages on which they could lay their hands . Their next move 
was to ransack hardware stores and steal a vast quantity of ~ 
machettas with which they really went to work. 

With Mr. Armour and most of the staff of our delegation I 
spent the night of the outbreak marooned in the chancery of the 
United States Embassy which was situated on the fifth floor of 
an office building in the center downtown Bogota. The drunken 
mob roamed the streets all night, smashing shop windows , looting, 
fighting among themselves, and even killing one another for a 
plunde r e d wine glass , a camera or a mere bauble. Huma n life was 
being sold short on the night of April 10 in Bogota. Police and 
military proved totally ineffective in quelling the drunken, 
marauding masses. 

We had been told that there were 
in Bogota, due to the high altitude. 
in the air that fires wouldn't burn. 
watched flames all around us leaping 

never any serious fires 
There was so little nitrogen 
However, as night fell we 

high into the sky. 
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The President -2- December 14, 1982 

At one point the mob succeeded in breaking into one 
building but were stopped on the fourth floor by an iron grille 
across the stairhead. Later with indendiary bombs they set 
fire to one building, with a view no doubt to igniting a paint 
shop located on its ground floor. Fortunately their plans 
failed and we were not forced out onto the street to be greeted 
by the crazed, drunken mob. 

At dawn Norman Armour and I stood at a window as daylight, 
like a dreadful hangover, crept over the city. Never have I 
witnessed a more desolate scene . . All store windows were shattered, 
the shops' contents or what remained of them were strewn about 
the streets; a cold, gray drizzle was falling. At several corners 
there were piles of human bodies, victims of the street fighting 
we had witnessed the previous afternoon and throughout the night. 
About ten o'clock that morning we were liberated by the Colombian 
military forces and driven through the streets to the tranquil 
suburbs, in open trucks, reminiscent of French aristocrats being 
carted to the guillotine. 

\ 

Mr. Armour, whose fine sense of humor was similar to your 
own, Mr. President, told me later that he was establishing a new 
organization: "The S.O.B. 's," the Survivors of Bogota. He added 
though that he dared not tell General Marshall, who as I mentioned 
headed our delegation, that he was honorary president of the 
"S.O.B. 's." 

The organization did nevertheless include a number of dis­
tinguished members of our delegation, such as Averell Harriman, 
Bill Martin, General Ridgeway and others. This caused me trouble 
some years lat e r when I was Deputy Commandant in Berlin, a civil 
position in a military world. 

General Ridgeway then Supreme Commander of NATO came on a 
visit to Berlin. All the brass was lined up on the tarmac of 
Templehof airfield for his arrival. I, the only civilian, in my 
blue suit, stuck out like a sore thumb among the solid line of 
military uniforms. Escorted by the American Commandant, General 
Ridgeway proceeded along the receiving line shaking hands. When 
he reached me and the Commandant said: 

"Do you know General nidgeway?" I replied, "Yes, I know 
that S.O.B." 

My Commandant blanched and quickly moved the Supreme 
Commander on be fore I had a chance to explain. 

Mr. President, you are faced with so many grave problems, 
I trust that these light reminisces may add a moment of cheerful 
relief from your heavy tasks. 



The President -3- December 14, 1982 

Mr. President, I repeat that I am entirely in favor of 
all that you are trying to accomplish. 

CBL:elf 

s· rely yours, ) 

-~Q -~ 
C'. B. Lyo\? - ~ J t.SV---

King's Highway 
Hancock, New Hampshire 03449 

\ 
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Dccamber 27, 1962 

., ' 
'• 

'i 'h iink. y ou f ,~•;: ::·.,_ .. : ;:,_: -, :_:; ,: .'1 i l! . 
pleased to ::~:\O,,' your L ·: :lin<; s aL0 ti. t o ur 
country and ho po you will ah,ays be happy 
here. I am also proud that our country 
czm offer sanctuary to those who seek 
freedom and opp.."">rtunity. I hope it shall 
always ho so~ 

I' 11 heed your advice about corr,rnunJ.sts. 
Indeed I share your vie;·: . 

God bless you. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Vinh Thanh Tang 
11 Welwyn i 30 
Great Neck, Now York 11021 

RR/Dictation/lme 
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TI-IE WHITE HOUSE 

\VASHINCTON 

December 27, 1982 

Dear Vinh Thanh Tang: 

Thank you for writing as you did. I'm 
pleased to know your feelings about our 
country and hope you will always be happy 
here. I am also proud that our country 
can offer sanctuary to those who seek 
freedom and opportunity. I hope it shall 
always /Je so. 

I'll heed your advice about communists. 
Indeed I share your view. 

God f less you. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Vinh Thanh Tang 
11 Welwyn# 30 
Great Neck, New York 11021 

. • -· 
., • •• J 

~ •. \~~ ,·-;- : .. 
..... . 
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11 Welwyn #3D 

Great Neck, N.Y. 11021 

Dear Mr. President, 

I am writing this note to thank you for really working hard 

for the peace of the world. I · am from Vietnam and my first four 

years living in the U.S. has been the best of my life. I am 

about to begin my fifth year and I think you should know how 

thankful you and the government of the U.S. should be. Without 

your mercy, I could have been left alone enjoying the communist 

propaganda and have been starved until my bones would have no 

skin to hide. I feel bad that not everybody who refuged in the ' 

U.S. can write a note like this in English to you to thank you 

for your time and effort in immigration from South East Asia. 

Please continue your goodness, God bless you. 

Affectionately 

Vinh Thanh Tang 

P.S. Don't play with communists, they are evil. 

, 
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Presirtent Ron~ld Reagan: 
Dear Mr. Pre s irtent: 
Dea r "Dutch": 

I have just f i nishe d wa tchi ng t he TV Spec ial, 
"C HRISTMAS A'l' THE WHI TE HOUSE" .. wonde r fu l! 

' I 
!, . 
'· 

Nancy looked A;o n ~eous, a s usua l, a nd you r ead . . , 
beautifully. You c ould stand- i n for Billy -
Graham a ny-time. Kidding aside, it was all 
very touching and graciously done in every 
way. 

As I wa tched, my thoughts flew ba ck to 1938 
when we were on tour with Louella Parsons. 
Wha t a Christma s tha t wa s!! Louella gave us 
a party a f t er the s how at Loew's State and 
we all got gifts she had been given the year 
before. She did give me some lovely chrystal 
as I had just married Gil Doorley, but when 
I opened the A;ift containing a da rling little 
gold purse and raved on and on a bout it, she 
TOOK IT BACK ..• When I think of the be a t up 
planes we flew in .. well, we ma de it! 

I. 
! 
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December 27, 1982 

Dear Mr. Matzinger: 

Thilo.J-.. you very much fo r t)ir..! ve r y !xJautiful 
tic. You were- vur:y kir:.d. l~tth this I 
certainly won't bo telling any seasonal 
jokes about Christraas nec};:ties. This 
really is a most handsome llddition to 
my tie rack. 

You were very kind and I'm most grateful. 
I hope you've had a happy holiday Geason. 

Again thanks and best regards, 

Sincerely, 

Mr. John Metzinger 
P.O. Box 464 

ft 

Rancho Santa Fe, California 92067 

RR/Dictation/lme 
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December 27, 1982 

De.tr Joy: 

Than}: you for yo 11r L i 1) ,.} wor d~; a!)ot:1-t t > ~~ 
Christmn!J s hm,; . I ' •1c.: 2.hm.ys had a ye ,·: for 
show busincns - or didn I t. you · know? 'J.'hat' :: 
right, I told you that in 1937 and now looJ: 
what's happened. J\ncl you started it all with 
an introduction to Bill Meik.lejohn. 

Joy, if ever you and Geno are going to be in 
Washington let me have a little warning time 
and I'd love to have you 6cc the Oval Office. 
The reason I need the warning is because 
there is some character I haven't found yet 
who tells me by way of a daily schedule what 
I'm doing every 15 min's all day. 

I remember Christmas at Loew's State. On 
one Christnias a couple of years later she 
sent us a gift and left in the box the carL-'l 
of the person who'd sent it to her. 

Give Gene my best and I hope your holidays 
were merry and bright. 

Mrs. Gene Schiess 
R.D. I 2 

Sinc.9rcly, 

Katonah, New York 10536 

RR/Dictation/lme 
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