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THE WHITE HOUSE Retelvcd :· s 
WASHINGTON 

1983 NO~ 22 Pi-1 2: 07 

CABINET AFFAIRS STAFFING ME1\10RANDUM /VI~ 00/-tJ l. 

Date: November 22, 198lJumber: 175196CA Due By: _________ _ ----------
Subject: Note of thanks from Secretary Bell to the President 

Action FYI 
ALL CABINET MEMBERS □ □ 

\. .. 
l 

• ' ,. l 

.. 1 

l 
; 
I 
l 

:i--. ' 
-.~ •i, i 

Vice President □ □ 
State □ □ 
Treasury □ □ 
Defense □ □ 
Attorney General □ □ 
Interior □ □ 
Agriculture □ □ 
Commerce □ □ 
Labor □ □ 
HHS □ □ 
HUD □ □ 
Transportation □ □ 
Energy □ □ 
Education □ □ 
Counsellor □ □ 
0MB □ □ 
CIA □ □ 
UrJ □ □ 
L!SB. □ □ 

....... ...... .. ... .......... ..... ... ... .. , ........ ... .. ... 
GSA □ □ 
':PA □ □ 

-~, ., 

CPM □ □ 
VA □ □ 
SBA □ □ 

For appropriate action. 

Thanks. 

'.Q Craig L. Fuller 

Assistant to the President 
for Cabinet Affairs 
456-2823 

Action FYI 
CEA □ □ 
CEQ □ □ 
OSTP □ □ 

□ □ 
□ □ 
□ □ 

•··•···· ···· · · ·· · ····· ··· · ·· ·· · ··· ·· · · · · · ··· · · ··· · · ·· · ·····•·••··· ··· ··· ·· ·· •······· ···· ·· 

Baker □ □ 
Deaver □ ,,.,.,.. □ 
Darman (For..c;WH Sta Hin~~ (g'' □ 
Jenkins O ~, .v . □ □ ,I 

Mc Farlane 0 □ 
Svahn ·,, □ □ 

□ □ 
□ □ 
□ □ 
□ □ 
□ □ 

·······•············· ·· · · ···· ·· •·• ·•···· · ··· .... ... ... ..... . ·••· ··· ····· ·· 
CCCT/Gunn 0 □ 
CCEA/Porter 0 □ 
CCFA/ □ 0 
CCHR/Simmons □ □ 
CCLP/Uhlmann □ □ 
CCMA/Bledsoe I( □ □ 
CCNRE/ □ 0 

O Katherine Ande,rnn C Don Clar~y 
□ Tom Gibson O Larry Herbolsh~imer 

Associate Director 
Office of Cao,net Affairs 
456-2800 
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Tha President has seen_ 



•. 



Dear Officer Hoar: 

TllE \\"lilTE HOl.SE 

November 23, 1983 

Aboard Air Force One 

I ffC/17/4 
( fl. (),) ..J 

Some days are better than oth ers and believe me you 
brightened the day for me that your letter arrived. 
Thank you and God bless you. 

I rememb er very well sending the flag and wondering what 
motivated your request. I'm delighted to know what it 
meant to you and to those others who, in the words of a 
W.W. I poet, "will never grow old. 11 

I have visited the Memorial here in Washington but 
next time I'll take the list you provided and look for 
their names. 

You were fighting for a noble cause and the sacrifi ce 
you all made has instill ed in me the determination to 
do everything I can to see that young Americans will 
never again be asked to fight and die in a war they are 
not allowed -tQ win. Th ank you for your prayers and 
your generou~ -~brds. 

Officer John Hoar 
4780 Romoca Avenue 

Sincerely, 

La Verne, California 91750 



. . J~IU/ .14 /993 

. ku)$/-$e,~~ 











. . . 

. • •• ~ ·~~~~N/~144-

. ftt,7 & 4-- /df'~.44~ ~/4,AUL 

.·· 1nr~ ~ ~,.r~n - . 
• . ~h~~~~L 
~ ~k/Uh/JG'd ~ 
· /JJU#"':jr /)n~j M/i'/4 /lfL,t #Yn-~-

/4 ~ /h~~d-/ ~kAi 
~ ··~ ./4//~~~-#dp-

~ ,~f. ~-
. //Y74/ /V/h« ~; /e#e,,fa . . 
~/d~ ,-~ /~ ~ tu,,4., 
_/41~/nt«. ~/d$a..· /~~ 
• !1~~ . ~ . ~pz ffR44 -

'}::%::d{~- . / ~ . . 
. . ' . . 

. :t~::4~~:::;;: ~ -





' ' 

.7/tM ~,J,'itJ;;~~-
·~ ·d,#/.(, /~~k ~~ ~$e 

. ~ _JftrU4~~ ~ 
• ·' / ~ ~~d4.// ~S$ ~­

.. p{p,u;C'_s ~ 9.nud"kdL .6.r""'-/ 
•. 45 h4,,t, /It¥~ A#d ~/U«-
-~~ :f,u ~ vht~ ,rd, . . - . 

• jl~a, /v~ d/po/~ /ad~ A.J~ 

t-/t?U,/ 

• "'- 9,,,,u-,&~ 

,, s;,~ ffo~~,.t,7 ~~7H .w~ 
,,C/ki!J A/ k7/~A' £kM ~ • 

, ~4 .i:,Je~# ~4"A-VA4 2Sw~ 
.tl:f#E~ /A/ kP.e,# ' k':V-A! /~- -~ 

,. 9~ .vdrg~Af'Ef 2$;y/4--F 
P~E~/A/k~4# R,.1/-A/, , 257H/4/~ 

, ~z LJA~ /PL~v.m 25TH W~ 
~//E~ /A/ Ac7/~N' .RI/A/ /967 

. ;' /'re ~l"/N' A.IE✓, 257H Ar~ 
~#~.ti/# ,Ac?/~# ~//A/, /~S ... 





TJJE \\'lllTE IIOl-SE 

\L\S Hl:\:GTON 

November 23, 1983 

Aboard Air Force One 

Dear Mr. Washington: 

I'm sorry to be so late in answering your letter but it 
takes awh ile for mail to get sorted and letters to 
arrive at my desk. I can't tell you how much your 
letter means to me. I've been frus tra ted and angered 
by the attempts to paint me as a racist and as lacking 
in compassion for the poor. On the one subject, I 
was raised by a mother and father who instill ed in me 
and my brother a hatred for bigotry and prejudice l ong 
before there was such a thing as a civil ri ghts mov ement. 
As for the poor, we were poo r in an era when there were 
no government programs to turn to. I'm well aware of 
how lucky I' ve been since Bnd how good the Lord has 
been to me . 

Forgive 
knov-1 and 
letter. 

me for telling you all this but I want you t o 
und erstand how vt ry moved I was by your kind 
Again, my heart f elt thanks. 

~- . "'""',..._ 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Fredd ie Was hington, Jr. 
3306 Hall Avenue 
Moss Point, Mississippi 39563 
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Dea r Mr. Banks: 

TIIE \\"HITE HOCSE 

\L\S li l~GTO~ 

November 23, 1983 

Aboard Air Force One 

I </ 1 I 11 
(fl. 0 0 3 

God bless you for writing as you did. I can't te ll 
you how grateful I am and how much you brightened 
my day. 

Back here we'll keep battling for an amendment to the 
Constitution to prevent abortion unless it is necessary 
to save the mother's life. And we'll be bac k at Congres s 
in Jan uary for the restoration of prayer in the school 
room. 

Tha nk yo u ag ai n. 

Si ,K2re ly , 

Mr. Ed Banks 
1003 Priscilla Lane 
Bakersfield, California 93304 
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TIIE \\'HITE IIOl' SE 

November 23, 7983 

Abo ard Air Force One 

Dear Mr. Thompson: 

Forgive my befog l at e in ,:i ns1-Jering your letter but it 
takes a \"lhile for rr,ail to reach rny desi" · 

Jd[Ol/ / 

F i rs t of a 11 , co nu r a 1 u 1 a t i on s o n s d t 1 ; n g th e 1110 r t g J g e 
I know the feeling. It 1•;as a long ti 11· ,_, ago, and I v:as 
the first in our fi}l!1ily in three gcn2,·?t ions to ever 
own a piece of propr:rty. Paying off t,: 2 debt 1"/as a 
milestone in my life. 

You were kind to write as you did and to give some of 
the credit to our tix cuts, but the cr~ dit ·is yours. 
I ' m s u re t he ft: 1; c: i" e 1:>1 he r th i n g s yo u r , ) u l d h a v e done 
vii th the 11,on ey ,:;,v r d n 11 L;:n:cs b11t you 1: l1ose to make 
your family more <;f<'ir e. God bl es s y c·u . 

Again, thanks, ari d give 1ny r ega rds to l1rs. Thorn~•s,.rn, 
Rebecca, GretclH,n ,; r,d Mat thev1. 

Mr. Buddy Th o111ps(J rl 
716 East 33rd Stree t 
Kansas City, Miss our i 64109 

Sincerely, 
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,,,~ ·~.· November 23, 1983 

Dear Hrs. Ritchey: 

Heather delivered your kind lett.er and 
holi~y good wishes, and the beautiful 
card · signed •by • thct students. · I asked . 

. Heather to\ please • convey my thanks to , .' . , 
· ·all of you·:~d I'm sure she· bas. But o:: ·:·· "::1 

I wanted to .write this brief note to 
express again my appreciation and to 
wish you all .a very merry Christmas. 

,·• -.L Meeting ~eather and her fa~ily_ was a 
··"' .,. ;. . great pleasure and reading all your 
• :i~ .'. ··messages on "your Thanksgiving..,;~ard ~· 
,,,.. , added .: to that': pleasure. i/~Li:c{\/ .·: 

• , • • .•. -~ : --~:~'tt~>i;)~~-v.;/·--. "(~,,. -. 'l. ~-' '"; (.._ r • ·:i~-~5t -~ ;_ -~: .. , 

Again thanka:1and. very best/wishes. 
~f../· ' • -.. ,r ;:;/~;~;t:_:·;. . ·. ; • ·-. f • • • • 

5::: ':" Sincerely, 

.. ,,. . 
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PATRICK HENRY LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 
6-900 S. R.18, Hamler, Ohio 43524 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

• Ronald Gerken 
Donald Badcnhop 
Florence Hagen 
James Sch ortgcn 
Robert Panning 

ADMINISTRATION 

DANIEL B. ROSS 
Superintendent 

419-274-5451 

DOLORES CRAMER 
Treasurer 

419-274-5966 

LINDA KRAUSKOPF 
Principal 

Patrick Henry High 
419-274-3015 

NEIL R. FLICK 
Principal 

Deshler Elementary 
419-278-1611 

KlM A. LOCKHART 
Principal 

Hamler Elementary 
419-274-3431 
Malinta Elementary 
419-256-7222 

November 15, 1983 

Dear Mr. President and Mrs. Reagan: 

Heather's classmates were so excited about her 

invitation to the White House, that they could not 

stop discussing the coming event. I suggested they 

each send you a Thanksgiving message. The enclosed 

class card is their combined effort, We hope you 

like it, they certainly have enjoyed making it. 

May you and your family have a restful Thanks­

giving Holiday. 

CJR/ab 
cc: file 
encl. 

,, 

Sincerely, 

l?ztb ~ I 7P~ 
M~s. Cheryl J. Ritchey 
Teacher, Gr. 4 

•AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER" 
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1' H E WHITE HOUSE 

Dear Mrs. Hynard: 

WASHINGTOV 

Santa Barbara 

November 25, 1983 

,rl0/10 

•,. ,~r 
~ i' . '· 

• ! · -· 

.t , ~- ,;,-r\ 

\ {{;, 

Thank you very much for your holiday greeting .and for . ~&/;· 
the gift, we've been enjoying it. You were very kind · ,t-'.. \hi 
and we I re grateful for your generous wor?s. } ,/:{\{fif; 
I ' d 1 • ht d t h th Ch · h f 11 

• • " --~¥. fi m e 19 e o ave e rnese p rase or cr1s1s , • .->• .. ,;•: -. 
It certainly is a more positive approach __ than we _fft":~;\:::;· 'JJl'.ii 

11 . t ' th th d . · . .. . ·· .... ,.,,. , . "·-" · "'/' fil".'· norma y assoc, a e w, e war . • • ,· • :,. ,:::.:;:1'1:.;,· '/'i( ;_..,:,,\t"/~}\'' 

Again our thanks and we hope your Thanksgiving 
a day of warmth and pleasure. •• 

Sincerely, . • 

((~ 
Mrs. Mad~laine A. Hynard 
135A East Valerio Street 
Santa Barbara, California 93101 

. ,, : 

. • }~~·: 
. ,~. ,., . 

'.,.. 
, .. 



Dear Friends: 

Mrs. Madelaine A . Hyn 

135A East ValerioStre(' / 

Santa Barbara, CA 9310/ 

Once again, through the kindness of Coetta, this 
message of appreciation awaits your arrival t9 let you know that 
loving thoughts and prayers are ever with you. A fitting time 
of year to tell you sol 

Thanksgiving has always been a special day in my 
family. Perhaps because some eleven or so generations ago our 
forefather, John Alden, had the wisdom and faith to build a new 
life in a new and unknown land; and the couraie to "speak for him­
self", that together with Priscilla and their many children seeds 
of gratitude and good will might be planted in New _England. 

Then, in his turn, my father, Colonel Herbert W.Alden, 
exemplified the true values of his heritage by rendering devoted 
and, yes, sacrificial service to his country. 'raking leave of 
absence from the company he founded in Detroit to become the chief 
designer of the American tank in WWl, and subsequently to join 
the British-American Team whoEe famous tank was not to be used at 
that time in history. As a - founding member of The ARMY ORDNANCE 
ASSOCIATION, he continued to ··serve his country until retirement 
following WWll. Like you, ~~- President, he knew what selfless 
service is all about. 

While in England this past summer, I attended the 
HUMAN UNITY CONFER.ENCE, held at Warwick Univer s ity. Over 700 men 
and women from 28 nations came together as concerned citizens tp 
ascertain what, as individuals and nations, might be done to, 
among many considerations, bring about a global understanding of 
'unconditional love' so desperately needed to stabilize our be- ' 
leaguered Planet. Our own Moorhead Kennedy, one of 67 speakers, 
gave a moving account of his persona.l asoniz1ne; experience. At 
the end of three days, Sir George· Trevelyan, author, educator, 
lecturer beloved of all Britain, brought the conference to a close 
with these words: "There are two kinds of people in the world 
today: those who know and those who do not want to know, and it 
1s increasingly evident that those who know will be called upon 
more and more to help those who don't want to know when the crunch 
comes. God is on the march a.nd He knows what He is about." 
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Please forgive th e personal recollections, but I 
wanted to share them a.s there is a kind of un,i orly;1..ng-' :conrf~vt~, 
if you will, in Sir George ' s -message, particularly for you, 
Mr. President, who are constantly being confronted with the 
machinations of the many 'who do not wa.nt to know'. I just read 
in one of his books that in the Chinese language there is no 
word for 1 crisis!.The close s t Chinese approximation is 'oppor­
tunity for important deci s ions'. You are probably aware of this, 
but it seemed interesting considering your visit to China next 
spring. 

Thank you for letting me chat with you; and most of 
all, my heartfelt thanks for the fine photograph sent me by 
Senator Lugar. How ~ood of you to take the time and energy to 
autograph it;• the sentiment is most heartwarming. I like the 
pose for it reminds one of the edict: 11 Look up, for your sal va­
t ion draweth nigh. 11 

Have a relaxed and happy holiday and keep your I joy­
bells' ringing. You and our lovely First Lady are very special. 
We love _you, bless you and give thanks for you. 

._. ' 
I';~ 
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THE WHJTE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Santa Barbara 

November 25, 1983 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Daniels: 

I J?9 1'l/ 
f'! f c>O I 

Thank you very much for your kind letter . I'm happy 
your days of pain ended happily. Your generous words ' 
of support were more than kind and are greatly 
appreciated. Believe me, your letter makes me both 
humble and proud. 

God bless you. 

Sincerely, 

. ... 
··);:~- -~··· 

R-~~·.· ,,. • 

Mr. and Mrs. Dan Daniels 
Post Offite ,Box 3015 
Paducah, Kentucky 42001 

:-~ . 
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Dear Ms. Leboff: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

·wASHINGTON 

Santa Barbara 

November 25, 1983 

/7</17~ 
f✓ f? ()O 7 

Thank you very much for your kind letter and for 
sharing your friend's letter with me. It is 
reassuring to have such confirmation of our decision . 
to send our young men to that troubled area. I have 
learned there is no more painful task in the job I 
hold than to give the order that may result in the 
death of these splendid young men who have volunteered 
to serve our country. ., ,. 

~;~;:~;~1 ~{ :;!:~ ~~!;~;~ :~~~t :;:~; ~i~m :~~::~~r~~s t : '}ii1 
peace. I promise you I'll do everything I can 
humanly do to bring that about. 

Again, my heartfelt thanks. 
f <.: 

Sincerely,«~~ 

Ms. Barbara Leboff 
635 Princeton Road 
Linden, New Jersey 07036 

; -~•-. ~ - -~•_.• w . ...... ...-•~ ~• • , ... ~-
• ,. . . . 

.·· .... 
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Dear Mr. Keegan: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTOS 

Santa Barbara 

November 25, 1983 

As I write this letter your brother's name is not 
listed among the Lebanon casualties. I hope this. 
is the final word and that he is homeward bound : 
with the returning Marine detachment which has been 
relieved. • • • . (, 

Thank you for your kind letter and for your 
words. I am most grateful. 

God bless you. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. James Edward Keegan 
Sepulveda Junior High School 
1108 North Lima Street 
Burbank, California 91505 

.•. 

'. ~J~c~t~: 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON · 

Santa Barbara 

November 25, 1983 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Meyung: 

Thank you very much for your letter of October 27th 
and forgive me for being so late in answering. It 
takes awhile for mail to reach my desk. 

... . ~:·J·:::" ) ; ­
~ .-; .. t, 

·-:~~ . 

-~--!~,~/ 

I know how happy you must be that your son is now on 
his way back to the States and I'm happy for you. 

I~~! ~:~~e:r~ ~i ~~c-~h::: i ;~si0 
f::i !:e~~~n, ~~~h l :ne~~e :i\~;ji, 

sorrow and sadness, though, there is a pride in these _ . At~i:~, 
wonderful young men who have volunteered to serve \lft~ 
their country. And, yes, a pride in Americans 1 i ke - , 
yourselves who so unselfishly see the need for what ;\.:.f 
they are doing. 

God bless you and again my thanks . Please express 
my thanks also to Lance Corporal Robert Meyung. 

Since~ 

Mr. and Mrs. Art Meyung 
2024 Elm Avenue 
Norwood, Ohio 45212 

-'} :-:,~·. 
-~ ,· 

"i· ,t~:.1 
'•w ••• • ... 
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FROM: 

WASHINGTON 

KATHY OSBORNE 
Personal Secretary 

to the President 

I . 

FROM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON, O.C.. 

·., .... . , 

r 

Ron Reagan 
20 West 10th Street, ~ 

New York l OC New York, 
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North American Hcadquarlcrs for the lntcrnotional and US Kyokushin Karate Organizations 

P r: ·:c::3 i d s n t n.0na.l d R E': ·7.q ;, n 
T h ''° v; h it::. :: Il o us e 
J (, ()!J P0.nn 1, \·lv .-=1nic1 1'. v · •1 t1 ·-

>. 1: :; 1 i 'l :i t: on , D. C. 

IJ- ur i\1r. Pn.:oside nt, 

N'JV'? '!lb ~t: 30, l 1J!l3 

I c1m writin::i to ol e dqe to you our unqualitied .. support in the 
implementation o.Evour domestic as well i'lS foreign policies. 

IJnit~d Stat::;s Kyokushin V.,H -'lt ~ orqanizFtU.on 1ns 1nb2 r.s and I ar e of finn 
conviction that a si.:. ron,,:i ,riilitary nostur e i::; esse ntiA.l for the Unit•sd 
States in ctealin~ with its adversaries ar o und the globe. 

·, i.nce your assumption of t:hc prfcsichncy, y ou hc1ve, through 1visdo rn ancl 
statesmanship, helpsd th e nation t-:1.ke 'Jiarit st s os taward ecnnarnic and 
military suoeriority in the world. UnJe r your caoable leads rship, 
A~erican people are witne ssinJ a remarkahle economic recove rv. 
Intf:rnationally, your policies haw_ r s stor s J in the friend ~ and allies 
,,[ tl1e United State s lorn overJue confid ": nce . The s :1me oolicies have 
a:Jrnopriately de monstrr1t 1"'. d to the ir [os s t h e l\meric;:i,n peorile's 
dc t e rmin3ti8n to d 2 C~nd fr e edor:1 and d e 1noc r. ,1tic value~.., worldwide. 

Your most rec e n t h e r o i c de c i s i o n t 0 :; a v e 1\ rn e r i c :ci. n 1 i v e s on th e i !:; 1,, n ct 

of Grenad,:1 and rid thr1t nation of Commurd ·:, t infiltrr1tion is r1 shininq 
example of your [r1rsi_gl1t•.:o. dn,3ss. In th e ~Aidd le Ea '..3 t, vou h;:i,ve managed 
to establish credibility [or "tb~ Unite d Sti1t e s with your balance d 
aoproach to the Arab-Js r Ri:oli coi1f'lict in ~~enrch of a peaceful solution 
1JJ the problem o[ th e 1.1iddlr=: 1.::ast. Throu ·:th '.;trr:: nthenin::i o[ Unit~d 
Stat·~s military miqht, you hc1ve found e d c.1 ne w s e nse of coqfidence and 
nride in the Americ-'=tn peopl e . Your d e te.rminr1tion to fortify North 
Atlantic Treaty Oroanizatiori's milit~rv c0 pa bility has cler1rly 
exhibited to the Sovi e t Unior1 thilt th P: Unit ::: d Statss will neqotiate f0r 
peace and disctrma,rie:: nt only (ro m a posit ion of stren:1th. 

Mr. President, on behalf of th e thirty thousand me rnb--=rs oE the U.S. 
Ky Ok US h i !1 Ka Cl t e Or q d ll i i'l t i O 11 ( ' 11 , J a q I:: d i n 1- he D r -3. C t i C C. 0 [ k 3 r '1 t e ( a n O l 0 
;t;i1F111C:i;(; .7-rt o[ s,~J.r ( ]i-f.-- 11:" ' ') t:11ro11qli ()111 f"ifLv-0i_ql\\'. hrr1nclH, :,; ,nd my 

own lJ,,IJ:il.f, l r ·.·- :qw<:t l11l I" ,1r1,,1· t:_ 1) v1>t1 1>11r 111w1>11dit ion;1l. ·; upp,nl. i.11 

c,1rryinq out your con s titntional rluti.c:s . 

Plro;:ise acc~pt the assurance s o( ,ny hiqh,-:o .0 ; t c0nsids ration. 

/ ' • '~/ 
Sincerely,~,? • 

, ;~2!Q✓n.'t7 ,;1/ 
.. S h ig s ,r u Q,y.a.wa­
C h cl i r man 
U.S. Kyokushin Oyat:ia l<1r,,L:? 

. ' 
350 AVENUE OF AMERICAS NEW YORK, NY 10011 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASIIINGTON 

November 28, 1983 

Dear Mrs. Ford: 

Thank you very much for your letter and for 
sharing your experience w~th us. I wasn't 
able to find the medical information you 
asked for regarding "Baby Jane," and since 
the government is involved in the legal action 
connected with this case, we don't even have 
access to the parents name to ask them about 
this. 

I appreciate very much your writing and sending 
me the press story. It was most heartwarming. 
We'll continue doing what we can to protect 
these innocent lives but I have a feeling the 
real answer will come from you and others who 
have experienced the pain and the love. 

God bless you and God bless Jennifer. 

Mrs. Cynthia Ford 
56 Mosswood Drive 
Suisun City, California 94585 



Nov . 9, 1983 

· Dear Mr. President and Mrs. Reagan 

My name is Cynthia Ford and I have a 1 yr. old daughter named 

ff. Jennifer born October 16th '82 with spina bifida. I'm 27, mother ~~_:' . 

of 3, and Jennifer was my last child. 

I'm writing in regards to "Baby Jane Doe" in New York. I 

feel so sad for the couple of Baby Jane Doe because I truely believe 

that they really don't know much about the birth defect known as 

Spina Bifida. 

I found out during my pregnancy that my child would be born 

with the birth defect. Needless to say, I was terrified and searched 

for a Dr. to abort the baby in my 7th month and in the state of 

California, not a Dr. would touch me at such a late date - so this 

baby was to be born - like it or not! 

It breaks my heart to talk about this mainly because Jennifer 

, is - now my heart and soul. Sne had a terribly awful time at.birth, 

:~~t-· due to extra problems outside ~f:the Spina Bif ida, and I honestly 

bel i eved I'd never take her home. 

Anyway, she was born at UCSF and never once, did any of her 
t:• 

~ - Dr.'s ever tell me that she would be severly handicapped or bedridden. 
v/;; 

It, And believe me -- I asked, but they couldn't tell me because there 

l}'. '' was no real way of knowing until the child was older. We have gone 
i.,·-,' 

}\ through tests after tests with our J~nnifer but she's still too young 
-,~;:-· .• 

0 to tell us what she feels in her legs, or to know if she'll walk 

you see, · that's what I don't understand. How can those Dr. 'sin 

New York offer such opinions of Baby Jane? 



Page 2 

Here in Fairfield, California, we have started our own 

; ·· spinia Bifida Family Support Group and it's so informative. I r , 

,,, 

will send you an article done in Spina Bifida month (Oct.- thanks to 
----- ----·----·--· ·- ·--·-----------------'-------------

~ 

you we have that month). I~ the parents of Baby Jane could see. 
-----· · -------· 

Mr. Reagan, is there any way you could let me know where the bubble ---is on the baby. Maybe you would like to read about it. I will send 

---you a book to go through. 

Please help save this baby. Let her have a chance to live and 

possibly show this world that, no matter how life comes to you -­

let her enjoy it the best way she can - But she needs that surgery!! 

Cynthia Ford 

Thank you so much for listening 

to me. 

Cynthia Ford 

,;: 56 Mosswood Drive 

Suisun City, California 94585 

....... 
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Three mothers who love their special children 
By AMY MAGINNIS 
Family Focus editor 

E 
veryhour,24hoursa 
day, a child Is born 
somewhere In the 
United States with spina 

blflda. 
This year alone, the number of 

children born with spina bifida 
will be much greater than the total 
number of people who have 
contracted polio in the past 20 
years. 

Spina bifida is seven times more 
common than muscular dystrophy 
and five times more common than 
multiple sclerosis. 

Sally Tracy and dangbler Jennifer take time out to look at book. The Tra• 
cy'1 were a11lgned to Travis so Jennifer would have the care she needed. 

October is Spina Bifida Month 
ThP. .~nin::i Hifiri::i Ac:.c:.nrl::itinn n( 

In fact, spina bifida occurs more 
frequently than muscualr 
dystrophy, multiple sclerosis, 
polio and cystic fibrosis combined . 

Three local mothers are weU­
acquainted with spina bifida and 
its effects on children - Brenda 
Horton's 2-year-old son Justin, 
Sally Tracy's 16-month-old 
daughter Jennifer and Cindy 
Ford's daughter Jennifer, who will 
be a year old in October, all Jive 
with the birth defect. 

All are members of the Solaro 
County Parents of Children with 
Spina BHida, an organization 
founded by Sharon Jobson or the 
Me Too program. 

The support from the group has 
helped each in a different way. 

" It's helped me meet other • 
people and otlier kids with the 
defect to kind or compare," saic 
Horton. "ft gives me a Joto[ 
support." 

Tracy reels it's helped her 
because, "you th ink your whole 
world has fallen apart and then 
you see the other parents and t 1ds 
and see how well they're doing. 

"It gives you hope." 
Ford, who round out in her 

seventh month of pregnancy tbat 
her child would be born with tbe 
defect said, "I didn't know a th:ng 
about it (splna bifida.) 

"It feels so much better knowing 
there's someone I can call. Just 
that makes me feel so much 
better." 

When doctor's informed Foc1 
that her child would be born wlt.h 
the defect, she says she "went lo 
the library and checked out every 
book that mentioned spina bifida." 

She also wrote to the Spin a 
Billda Association of 

America in Chicago for 
information. 

"It scared me, but I was 
prepared for It," she adds. 

Tracy found out shortly before 
she delivered that her baby w-,uld 
face problems. 

" I found out a few hours before 
she was born that she would h,ve 
a large head . I didn't know wt-;, 
fhr, , , ,, .,.,.., 1..l t ' · rl • 

DR Photos by Gary Goldsm!th 

Brenda Horton, top left, and Cindy Ford, top right, are pictured with their children Justln, bottom left, and 
Jennifer, bottom right. Justin and Jennifer were both born with splna bU!da. 

Horton didn't have an easy time 
either. 

"For me it was extra hard, my 
husband and I were splitting up at 
the same time.'' 

Justin was born in a military 
hospital in Hawaii. 

"They took him away right 
away. I was kind of in shock. 

"I didn't have a reaction until I 
saw him in the nursery. 

"My knees felt like rubber. I sat 
with him all night and cried and 
cried." 

Ford, Tracy and Horton all say 
they experienced guilt over their 
children's condition. 

"! blam~d myse!!." Ford tel!.s. 

usually controlled by a surgical 
procedure relieving the fluid 
pressure. 

Tracy has had to catheterize her 
daughter since she was four 
months old becuase of infections. 

And, at present, doctors aren't 
sure whether Jennifer's left 
kidney functions at all. 

"I'm real squirmish about this," 
Tracy shares. The number one 
killer of these kids is kidney 
failure." 

Jennifer is facing surgery and 
her mother says, '1l'm ready for 
that surgery because I don't want 
to lose her." 

As _f?• the d_ay~to--day cxtr.- ~~re 

bladder infections and three 
hernias. 

While Horton does work, she 
spends as much of her free time as 
possible with Justin. 

"Sometimes I feel guilting about 
having to work," she says. "But, I 
have to." 

Ford gets help from the other 
four children in the family, in 
addition to Jennifer. 

"The doctors told me to make 
sure she wasn't treated any 
different than the other children." 

While Ford says Jennifer will be 
her last child, Horton and Tracy 
ponder the issue knowing they run 
~e ri~ ?f~nother baby t,etng 
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Tlle Splna Butda Association of 

America has announced that Octo­
ber wlll be N~tlonal Spina Biflda 
Month. The month will locus na­
tional attention on recent advance­
ments made In the area s of 
research , education, legislation 
and treatment of the most serious 
birth defect compatible with Ille. 

"Spina Blfada Month will high· 
light the significant progress 
made in recent years in the treat­
ment of splna blllda," said Wayne 
Killingworth, president of the 
Spina Blflda Association of Amer­
ica. 

"Although spina bllida is the 
most common cripple of new­
borns, many people have never 
heard of it. We need to change that 
- It's time splna bilida stopped 
being the secret birth defect. " 

The treatment of soin::i. h;t1.:1 D 

bas Jmprovect clram..tlicaHy m re­
cent years. Whereas 30 years ago, 
eo percent of babies born with the 
defect died. 

Revolutionary surgical tech­
niques and mechanical aids now 
make it possible for 90 percent of 
children born with the defect to 
live healthy, productive lives. 

Further Information about spina 
bifida ca be obtained from the 
Spina Bllida Association of Amer­
ica, a national network of over 100 
local chapters dedicated to bring 
the problems and needs of individ­
uals with splna bilida into the pub­
lic spotlight. 

Write the SBAA, 343 S. Dearborn 
St., Suite 317, Chicago, Ill . 60604. 
Or call toll free 1-800-621-3141. 

she was born lhat she would h::.. ve 
a large head. I didn't know wl•~t 
they would rtnct . 

"1 ,·as pzt:ilied because all tbey 
said was 'she has a big head::; ._ 

The crde .. !jl wa,:;, extremely 
difficult for Tracy because 
Jennlfer was born in a civilian 
hospital in Missouri. (At the time 
Tracy and her husband were 
stationed at a small Air Force 
Base in Missouri.) 

"The base was real small and I 
worked at the BX. Everyone knew 
everyone. 

"Everyone wanted to know 
about the baby. It was hard to tell 
them when you didn't know 
yourself what was happening.'' 

Immediately alter birth, 
Jennifer was transferred to a 
hospital in Kansas City . The Air 
Force transferred the Tracy's to 
Travis AFB when Jennifer was 
lour months old so she could get 
the care necessary. 

What spina bifida does 
Spina bifida is a birth defect in which there has been incomplete formation and 
fusion of the spinal canal. A rupture occurs in which the spinal cord and ne,ves 
protrude through the back and appear under the skin. 
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children's condition. 
"I blamed mysc!!." Ford tells. 

·'I aidn'l know what to think." 
Tracy's doctor told her husband 

~-,e first thing "don·t blame her . It 
wasn't anything she did.' 

W hile her husband repeated 
these words constantly, 

Tracy says she still wondered 
what she had done to have her 
baby afflicted with spina bilida. 

Horton says, " I felt very guilty 
at first. 

"My biggest question was why . 
"It's hard to accept. At times I 

get to feeling sorry for myself. " 
While being a mother is a lull­

time job in itself, Ford, Tracy and 
Horton lace special tasks and 
worries each day with their 
children. 

The long-term effects of spina 
bilida include weakness or 
paralysis of the legs and problems 
with bowel and bladder control. 

It is often accompanied by 
hydrocephalus (accum ulation of 
fluid within the brain), which is 

to lose her _;, 
As fo:- the day-to-day extra ~are 

Jennifer needs, her mother adds, 
"it's not so bad - It's a little bit of 
an extra hassle. 

"But ii that's what it takes to 
keep her healthy, I'll do it." 

The Tracy's do have respit care 
through North Bay Regional 
Center in Vallejo and Sally says 
the nurse "has become one of the 
family. " 

But, Tracy feels she's limited in 
some respects. 

"I don't have the freedom to go 
out and work. I couldn't expect a 
virtual stranger to take care of all 
of Jennifer's needs . 

" I'm glad I'm home with her -
she needs a little extra help. 

"! wouldn't trade her for a 
truckload of healthy babies. But, 
sometimes I wonder ii something 
happened to me who would treat 
her like I do." 

Presently, Justin requires help 
emptying his bowels 

everyday and has survived two 

ponder the issue knowing they run 
the risi of cmoH;er baby t;dng 
born with the birth defect. 

"You have to be realistic, " 
Tracy says. " ! know the sufferi ng 
Jennifer has gone through. 

"! wonder what it will be like 
when she's five or six and has to 
go to school in a wheelchair. 

"You look at this little kid 
crying because of the way society 
looks at them." 

Hortson says, " I'd love to have 
more kids. But,.it's a scary 
decision ." 

The Solano County Parents of 
Children with Spina Bilida will 
have a picnic Saturday at Hillview 
Park on Atlantic Avenue in 
Fairfield. 

The fun begins at 4 p.m. and 
runs until dusk. 

Those attending should bring 
their own meat to barbecue , 
drinks and a potluck dish. 

For more information, contact 
Pam Nicholson, 426-5717 or Sha con 
Jobson at 429 -5075 . 

All families of children with 
spina bifida are invited. 


