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TH E WHI TE H0l1SL. 

WASlIINGT01' 

February 1, 1984 

Dear Dr. White: 

_:2.o/ Rf~~ 
Gf" 1J6 z__ 

First off, my heartfelt thanks for your 
magnificent book so beautifully inscribed. 
It will be within reach, indeed is so now, 
at all times here in the White House. 

Now let me say · I don't know how to respond 
to your remembering our long ago meeting in 
Davenport, Iowa. I have a feeling young 
Davi Manning White would have found a way 
to get an education without that meeting at 
woe. At the same time, however, I have a 
great pride and feeling of gratitude to God 
if I had even a small part in setting your 
course. 

Again, my heartfelt thanks. I hope our paths 
will cross one day. Enclosed is the speech 
you mentioned. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. David Manning White 
4108 Crestwood Road 
Richmond, Virginia 23227 



~•; Virginia Commonwealth Universicy 

December 10, 1983 

Dear President Reagan: • 
I would like to express how moved I was 

by the excerpts I heard on a recent television news broadcast 
of some remarks you made to a meeting of the N. E .A., I 
believe, in Indianapolis or perhaps another mid-west city. r 
looked in vain, alas, for a more comprehensive coverage in 
our Richmond newspapers, for I would ~ike to read the entire 
speech. But the brief excerpt I heard reaffirmed my 
conviction that you are a man with deep spiritual dimensions, 
and in the.truest sense of the root word religio, a man with 
profound religious sensibilities. 

Although it is virtually inconceivable 
for me to think that you remember meeting me (with the 
thousands upon thousands of people you've met during your 
lifetime) ·it is fact that you and I met, albeit briefly, 50 
years ago this past November, if memory serves me correctly. 
The place was Radio Station woe in Davenport, Iowa, where 
your brother, Neil (although none of us knew his given name, 
since he was always Moon to us) gave a struggling (and 
sometimes a little hungry) high-school senior a chance to 
make $3 a week doing some chores around the station. 

One afternoon when I came to the 
station Moon called me into his off:• and said, "David, I 
want you to meet my kid brother, Dutch. He's in Des Moines 
now and maybe he' 11 turn out to be a pretty good sports 
announcer." Then, he winked at me and said, "He's a lazy, 
care-free son of a gun, but I love him." So there you were, 
perhaps 24 years old and you shook hands and talked for a few 
minutes with me. You asked me what I wanted to do when I 
finished high-school later that year, and I said I had dreams 
of going to college somewhere, but that with our family's 
depleted resources it seemed pretty impossible. But you 
encouraged me to get to college somehow, someway and that you 
and Moon had pretty much worked your way through Eureka 
College, and that if I wanted it badly enough I'd find a way. 

I remember going home that night and telling my folks 
what you had said, that if I truly wanted it badly enough I 
would find a way to go to college and establish some basis 
for a good and meaningful life. So, armed with a full tuition 
scholarship at Cornell College I worked as a dormitory 
janitor, pots and pan scrubber in the dining hall, etc. for 
three years. By the time I graduated (magna cum laude) I was 
able to get fellowships in graduate school and, indeed, from 
the depths of the 1930's depression I began to work hard to 
achieve what has been, in truth, a wonderful life. So, 50 
years later, quite belatedly I fear, I thank you most 
sincerely for your words of faith in Arner ica' s future, as 
well as my own, that afternoon in Moon's office. 
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By the way, I hope someday when I am in the San Diego area 
that I can meet with Moon again and thank him personally for 
giving me a job when $3 looked like $3 th~usand to me. I pray 
that he is in good health. 

As I mentioned above, my own life has been a blessed 
one. I retired from academe in May, 1982, after a college 
teaching and administrating career that began in September, 
1945, right after my war duties were completed. During that 
time I had the privilege of representing our country at many 
international . conferences throughout the world and I 
published some 20 books. 

It is my most recent one, published by the Macmillan Co. 
just this past week that I would like to send to you, and I 
am asking my publisher to send you a copy. It is titled The 
Search for God and reflects a life-time of reading all of the 
scriptures of the world's religions and commentaries by 
philosophers, poets, theologians, clergym~n of all faiths and 
some statesmen. 

I honestly believe that the collected wisdom of this 
anthology, perhaps with the observations I've made in the 
related essays in the volume, might find a place on your 
night reading table, where perhaps you turn for a little 
peace and tranquility before you sublimate, maybe . for a few 
hours, the enormous responsibilities which you must deal with 
the next day. Although this may seem like vain presumption, I 
do hope that you will find in the collective vision of these 
profound God Seekers some spiritual gems that will give · you 
greater strength in your own spiritual self. 

Sir, if only we could get the various religious leaders of 
the world to meet in harmony and acknowledge that we are .all 
children of One compassionate and loving God we would begin 
to remove the spectre of fear that grips all of us. 

In any case, consider this book, The Search for God, a 
belated thank you for encouraging me to go on with my 
education and career that gloomy afternoon 50 years ago in 
Davenport. I pray that the Master of the Universe will grant 
you peace of mind and soul• and the strength to lead our 
beloved country in the direction where "the brotherhood of 
man under the fatherhood of God" is an actuality and not 
merely an ideal. 

Sincerely, 

/J~ma,,,n~ ~ 
David Manning White 
Professor Emeritus 
4108 Crestwood Road 
Richmond, Virginia 23227 
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THE WHITE HOVSE 

WAS ! IIN GT01' 

February 1, 1984 

Dear Miss Benson: 

;Jo;fC/7 
F''t? ooz-cJ I 

Welcome aboard! I'm glad you have joined the 
administration and hope you'll be happy here. 

Your Uncle Dan (my fraternity brother) had a 
great deal to do with my going to Eureka College 
and becoming a "Teke." I'll look forward to our 
paths crossing one of these days. 

Very best wishes. 

Sincere-iy, 

Miss Audrey D; Benson 
1400 South Joyce Street 
Arlington, Virginia 22202 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 24, 1984 

MEMORANDUM TO KATHY OSBORNE 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

LYNN ROSS WOOD 

AUDREY D. BENSON 

A month or so ago, the President handed 
Ms. Benson's (the great-niece of Mr. J. Dan 
Benefiel with ·whom the President went to 
school) resume to John Herrington. 

The attached is self-explanatory. I believe 
the President will be pleased to know we were 
successful in placing her. Thank you, Kathy. 

Attachments 
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Janu~ry ?4, 19~4 

rr~lcomP on ½nnrd! r fr~l you are qoinq 
to an a splP.ndi<l iob ~t th'?. fl""Pcff1•.r1ent r.f 

:•,f P.nergy. 

I hnvn forwcirdeo vour letter to the 
Pre5ident to Kathv Osborn~, his pRrsonnJ. 
s~cr.r:-.tnry. 

Thank vou for writina and with h0~t 
winhes, I r.!m 

M~. Au~r~y D. B0nson 

Sinccr.r:)ly, 

T,ynn !'?00s Hoon 
Pre~identin1 P0r~nnn~l 

1400 s. ~ovce S~r~ct 
Arlington, Virgin1.a ?~202 

De: Katja Bullock 
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Ms. Lynn Wood. 
Presidentictl Personnel 
Old Executive Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20012 

Dear Ms. Wood: 

1400 S. Joyce Street 
Arlington, Virginia 22202 

~ 

I would like to take this opJX)rtunity to extend, once Jrore, my gratitude 
to you for all your efforts in aiding me in my career search. 

As you know, I have accepted a staff lX)Sition in Assistnnt Secretary 
Vauqhan's office in the Department of Energy. I am confident that I 
will be a productive I11P-11lber of his staff in our efforts to supJX)rt the 
President's policy interests. 

I have also enclosed a letter which I have written to the President 
expressing my sincerest appreciation to him for his faith in my 
background. I am forwarding it on to you in the hope that you will be 
able to ensure that he receives it. 

Again, your help has be invaluable to me. I feel privileged to have this 
opportunity to serve my President. 



Mr. Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20012 

Dear Mr. President: 

1400 S. Joyce Street 
Arlington, Virginia 22202 

As the niece of lJ. Dan Benefiel, I am writing to express my grateful 
appreciation to you for referring my job resume to Ms. Lynn Wood for 
p0ssible employment in your Administration. 

t feel fnrtu.nate to have had the oppurtunity to meet with Ms. Wood and 
memberR of her staff. As a result of the interviews I made through her 
offi.c~, I have accepted a p,sition in the Departrrent of Energy under Mr. 
William A. Vaughan, Assist-311t Secretary for Eqvironrnental Protection, 
Safetv ann Emergency Prepar~dness. 

I assure you I will try in every way to make myself worthy of your 
confinencP. in nie .And of my Uncle Dan'R faith in my heritage. I am still 
"pinchinq myself" to remind me that all this has really happened. 

Respectfully yours, 





. I 111. \\"I I IT I·: II O l IS I. 

February 1, 1984 

Dear Miss Sam and Miss Bertha: 

I'm so glad you deciaed to write on January 27. 
I had never received your December letter or 
the very beautiful leather pictures. Due to 
some mixup, your letter an~ tha pictures had 
gotten into the regular mail flow which runs 
about half a million letters a month. 

Maybe the problem was that Helene is no longer 
the one you should address things to. She is 
now our Ambassador to Austria. From now on 
the name is Kathy Osborne. When your birthday 

·greeting arrived Kathy started tracing the 
Christmas package. We now have them and they 
are beautiful. Under separate cover I'm sending 
some pictures for Buzzy. When we're at the ranch 
we'll try to get some pictures of us and your 
beautiful art work. 

You know our agreement is that your two beautiful 
leather engravings are for last Christmas and 
next Christmas. So we can say we've gotten our 
present a month late or eleven months early. 
Anyway, Nancy and I thank you very, very much. 

Sincerely, 

IIONAlD 
Miss Sam and Miss Bertha Sisco 
Post Office Box 148 
Healdsburg, California 95448 

a 402 o 2 
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;,Usses Sam -~ Bertha Sisco 
P.O. Box 148 
liealdsbur.g, Crlif 95118 
Janu~ry 2'7, 1984 

A very good morning Pr~sid~nt Reagan: 

First of all let us be among the early ones to wish you a most 
"'::n.ppy ~irthcay! 

Second, we have b-ecome e:xtre~el:r cvncerned about your l~a.ther art 
pictures we se~t you at Christ~as. He hRV~ never heard if they 
w~r"' received, cc let us know, agRin we state they were sent insur-,c., 
priority mail ard. something that large cculdn't have gotten lost at 
the VlhJte 'l'fo1.1se • . Has sent to fielen von Da.mm's attention like always. 

'l'he concern this has plnced on us, other arrangenents ·nill h:;;.ve to 
be made to get our lesther art to you; .... we have no desire to use 
the ':"Jhite ~ouse to handle our art. Remerr.ber when our letter to you 
:1bout the ~1,1een 1 s belts was lost at the White 1fouse ... boy .... 

Let UR 1{now what the problem is, if any. 

Golly has it be~n winn.y h,..re on our hill, drying everything out. 
''fait until the r~~-ns start again! Least ways with rain it dcta.s 
some good a.no we need the wat~r. But the ones on the low l8nds 
that g~t flooaed, it must be terrible. 

'.V~ could nev~r be h:ippy on the f'l:'.3. ts, i~agine you are the same ... 
high on a 'li.ill and always looking off 1n the distance, the scenes 
are constantly changing when living on a hill top. 

Again HAPPY, RAPPY BIRTHDAY, 
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Miss Sam, Miss Bertha~ Buzzy Sisco 
P • 0 • Box l•.( 8 
R~aldsbur13, ·calif 95448 
Dec. 6, 1985 

phone: 70?-43~-9724 
Merry Chri~trias President Reagan r~ Nancy: 

... 
~ere ~re your 2 w11~ life pictures. Will Keep tlngers crossed that 
they a.re what you t\nd Nancy h~·a ln min<l anrl are the precise size. 
Merry Christm~s again! 

You alreQdy know that ~ny item rn~de of leather, specially this kind of 
leather art, is n~ver to ~e placed in dir~ct sunlight. Tried something 
diff,.r"rit w1.th the aritig_ning by deeply outllning specific forms in the 
pictures. Is it any food this way, do you like ~r no like? 

We would enjoy somcdey to don picture for you th~t the width is longer 
than th~ h~ight .. GolJ.y .,ou alwayP ma1q~ me sque~z~ thin~s together-. 
Tiow Rbout trying som-'thing on 1;his ord~r, :':!.!~ than it's h11:5her, deal? 

Som~tim~ will yc1.1 1o tnis for us? You will! Boy tha.-c '11 be great! 
When at your Ranch get scme photos of you and Nancy with some or the 
l~a~her ~rt we've made you. We would like to preserve the pho~os in 
the~ albums we're making. Nobody believes that you think that mucA 
of our leather art that you have it in your ~ome. 

Now little Buzzy, the deRr boy h8 1ll be 55 February 29th, he sure has 
not been feeling well at all lately. Doctors tell us there'• nothing 
anybody can do for him, just to love and care for him, he's going down 
hill so fast 4nd he just never-never complains. We're trying to make 
his ChristmRs the b~3t ev~r this year. In Buzzy'1 manner be point~ to 
his desk and wall in hiB music room and tells us he wants more pictures 
of Ree-Can \no matter what we tell hi~ to say Pr~sident fir~t Rll he 
cnn say in his way is Ree-Can) then he smiles and says Ree-Can and 
Nan-Nee (for Nnncy) Any kind and amount for him would be super of you 
both. And s1n~e Euzzy could never ride, we ~now he would really enjoy · 
ycu both r...r.:iund and on your horses .... just any photos of you would , . . _, 
reallJ mA~e him hanpy. Now for goodness sakes we know you can't do 
this or Christmns, just when you have time e.nd think of BuzZJ' 

Isn't it ~orneth1nc, so m~ny terrible things happens in this world to 
so many people, ones can't help but ask why? You bein& the President 
can you answer that qu~8t1.on? 

Our beloved Dar-Si-Ah still fac~-s another operation, ::1.nd would you 
beli~ve that oenr Dobie is so full of life, her and Doe-Ryius our 
other denr Dobie r,1re ri.lways playlng. You know it's been so cold bore, 
yet we haven 1 t har:1 no frost but ri bla.st~a lot of wind hero on our 
mountRin top, th~t ~11 our 7 dogs wear nighties to bed and get over­
co~ts put on when they go outdoors. 0 ertha sleeps with one doggie, 
I sleep with th~ al.her 6 ... they come in mighty handy on cold nights. 
~ow can CTif',S leaV(" those a,.,~r little lives out side when they them­
si-lves · are snug and W8.rM inside ... they must be a bunch of creeps. 

Haven't ca.\1ght any r,,nr•(" pr"'~ntory cT"e~hires .... our motto is, if they 
lesve us ·. alone, we 111 l-ave them alone. 

Ai:i;ll1n Merry Christmas, ~nc.l mny nll t~1c days for you and Nrmcy be f111"ed 
with everl"sting lov~. rl~~s. you for ~ust being you. Let us know if 
the pictur~~ are p,_ny gcod nnrl if they ·• re what you wanted. 

y_. -,~. 7,1
1
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THE WHITE .HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 3, 1984 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: MICHAEL K. DEAVER 

SUBJECT: Presidential Citizens Medal for Justin Dart, Sr. 

I have reviewed Senator Tower's request that Mr. Justin Dart, Sr. 
receive the Pr~sidential Medal of Freedom and I feel that it 
would more appropriate to confer on Mr. Dart the Presidential 
Citizens Medal posthumously. This medal is presented to citizens 
of the United States of America who have performed exemplary 
deeds of service to their country or fellow citizens. 

You could present the medal with appropriate citation either 
at the White House or during a visit to Mr. Dart's home state. 

Attached I have listed those individuals who have received this 
award. 



Presidential Citizens Medal Recipients 

President Nixon 

Roberto Clemente (Posthumously) - Athlete, Humanitarian 

Adele Rogers - Premiere hostess and wife of former Secretary 
of State William P. Rogers 

President Ford 

NONE 

President Carter 

• NONE 

President Reagan 

Elmer B. Statts - civil servant - former Comptroller General 
of the United States 

Alan M. Lovelace - public servant - former Deputy Director of NASA 

Hubert Dickey Ballantine - Humanitarian 

Raymond Weeks - Father of Veterans Day 

Samuel Jackson - (Posthumously) Civil Rights leader 

Frank C. Carlucci - Public servant 

Joseph Alton Delaney (Posthumously) - Professional football player 
lost his life saving three children. 

Johh A. Volpe - Public servant 
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NOTE FOR: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Date: ___ 2_;1_3_/_8_4 __ 

MICHAEL. K. DEAVER 

The President has 

seen • □ 

acted upon □ 

commented upon □ 

the attached; and it is forwarded to you for your: 

information □ 

action □ 

Richard G. Darman 
Assistant to the President 

(x-2702) 

cc: Original to files 
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F G~ru~ry 5, 19 8 2 

Dear Betty and Bill: 

Thank you for my very handso me . suede jacket. 
Believe me, I won't wear it while chopping 
wood. It's really the best ]ook.ing thing I 
have. 

The only thing that could have been nicer 
is if yo11' l1 wrc1ppc d yonr~,C>lv ,, s up ~nd popped 
out ',vh0n I o r, c'ncd the hox. 

Nancy sends her love and, ag~in, thank you. 

Sincerely, 

\ 
The IlonorcJblc r1nd Mrs. \vi l U ,nn • Wilson 
10475 R0llnyio Ro ad 
Los ·Angclcs, Cnlifornia 90024 
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VICTOR H. KRULAK 

7 February 1984 

Dear Campmates: 

Paul Stewart, Hornsby Wasson, Pearly Browne 
and Bill Miller went to the Grove to check on the 
kitchen reconstruction . project and found it well 
advanced. I enclose two pictures (courtesy of 
Paul Stewart and Hornsby Wasson) to give you an 
idea of what it will look like. · As you see, the 
handsome refrigerators and dishwasher, gift of 
Jus Dart, have arrived. 

To date, we have received a total of $32,577 
in the Moose Taylor anonymous fund, with the 
possibility of one more pledge. Paul Stewart 
estimates that the job will take it all and, probably 
a bit more. 

We need to start preparing for the Work Week­
end. May 18, 19 and 20 -- two weeks before the 
Spring Jinks -- seems logical. I hope as many of 
you as possible will come. We will need your muscle. 
Please let me know if you can make ~t. 

• Bill Goetze is back at work after a short­
notice bout with the surgeon; feeling fine. 

Cheers, 





! 

Santa _ 

February 8, 1984 

Dear Harriett and Ardie: 

Thanks very much for my handsome sweater -- it 
makes the day (the 34th anniversary of my 39th. 
much eas{er. I was worrying that someone migh· 
send a shawl and slippers -- I've already got, 
rocking chair. 

No, seriously, it's very handsome and will get 
a lot of wear~ 

Bless you and thank you. 

Mr. and Mrs. Armand Deutsch 
1117 North Beverly Drive 
Beverly Hills, California 
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Boston 's Museum of Science 
and Charles Hayden Planetarium 
Science Park, Boston, Masscchusetts 02114 
Telephone (617) 723-2500 

Bradford Washburn 
Chairman of the Corporation 

Dear~: 

February 9, 1984 

Here~s a letter to show to R.R. It should give 
him a lift --- written by a friend of ours who es­
caped from a Russian camp in Siberia and has lived 
in the USA for a long time. She receatly visited the 
USSR and wrote this letter to Bill Schwann (Schwann 
Record Catalogue) who the President knows. We both 
agreed that he should see it personally. 

With best wishes to the President and Mrs . Reagan 
and to you and Tina -

Ms. Elaine Crispin 
Secretary to the First Lady 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Enclosure 

Sincerely yours, 

~ 
Bradford Washburn 
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. Santa Barudra 

February 9, 1984 

Dear Brute: 

Thanks for your "Open Letter" column and for the one 
on Beirut. On the latter you'll be interested to know 
there was what I believe appropriate action taken -­
reprimands, etc. In doing what I did I was moved by 
the belief that courts-martial were definitely not 
called for. The Long Commission's report indicated 
they did not believe the c~rcumstances warranted such 
a course either. 

I share your sorrow about Jus and have been in touch 
with Jane. 

Again, thanks. 

~ 

Lt. Col. Victor H. Krulak (Ret.) 
3665 Carleton Street 
San Diego, Calfiornia 92106 
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~ .i,~VICTOR H. KRULAK 

J 6~ 5" ~ p.;r# 

_)~ 0~ ~) ~:i, ~6 

27 January 19.84 

Dear Campmates: 

It is my sad task to tell you that 
we lost Jus Dart on January 25th. 
grave~y ill for several weeks, mostH~fh:~i~~en 
were in ~he hospital. He came home a few days 
before his death. 

I have written to Jane in your behalf 
but did not send flowers, since the funeral 
service will be private. 

I will be writing you separately about 
other matters. 

Sincerely, 

~~) w-C'-0 vu-. kJl. (.)~ <.vO fu Q..N...J; ~'--~'l--OClC w ,-
~ (_(~ +v)/\,L~ ~ ~ <"~-~M. ~\M'- IA clr.~ u_,-,_Q__(J. 
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. ' . , ~ • ILJl,,/1-,.)J_ I ·tL_ 
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VICTOR H. KRULAK 

9 January 1984 

Dear Carnprnates: 

We have been moving ahead on our kitchen 
project and I hope it proves satisfactory to all 
of you. The structure is com~lete and work is 
going forward on the interior. A heavy duty 
dishwasher and two new refrigerators have been 
ordered -- a generous gift of Jus Dart. Bill 
Miller and Paul Stewart are going to take some 
pictures, which I will distribute, to give you 
an idea of what has been going on. 

Our fund now stands at about $28,000 with 
$4,000 more in prospect. We have disbursed $10,000 
from the fund so far, and ant~cipate a substantial 
billing in the next month. 

We should be thinking of the 1984 Work Weekend 
which, because of the kitchen work, will be long on 
work and short on weekend. After discussing it with 
a few of you, I will get out timely advice as to the 
date, and hope we can have a good turnout. 

Happy New Year to all. 

~~.~~~-\'; 

~o~~/~~~ 
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Sincerely, 

~ ¼~ ~ ~ ~ VY~ <Tv.. 
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V. H. KRULAK 

President Reagan's action in taking ultimate 

responsibility for the October 23d Beirut tragedy was 

altogether proper. It emphasizes his Constitutional place 

as Commander-in-Chief of all the armed forces. It is his 

duty to tell them what to do and then to ' hold them account­

able for gett~ng it done. It follows that he takes the 

ultimate credit for their successes and the ultimate 

opprobrium for their failures. It is not a new or untested 

concept~ President Lincoln did, after First Manassass, ex­

actly what Mr. Reagan did after Beirut. • 

There is, however, some misapprehension as to the 

effect of the President's statement that the people on the 

ground "have suffered enough."· While the President has 

spared them court martial there should be no thought that 

the careers of those officers directly charged with the care 

of the men at Beirut Airport that day will go on tranquilly 

undisturbed. The Marine system, in that regard, is in­

flexible and unforgiving. The men -- their care and their 

welfare -- are paramount. 

The more obscure effect of the President's action 

relates to the several commanders between him and the people 

on the ground in Beirut. There was no absolution for them 

in · the President's remarks, nor should there be. When Mr. 

Reagan said that the ultimate responsibility is his he might 



.,, 

have added that he cannot share that responsibility with 

anyone else. What he can share, and dqes share, is his 

authority. After First Manassass Mr. Lincoln took pains to 

absolve the men who fled in the midst of t~e battle but he 

was not equally generous with the various intervening 

commanders who had discharged inadequately the authority he 

had confided in them. Some faded from sight, others never 

advanced further. Mr. Lincoln 1 s point was made: delegated 

authority is a precious thing and it carries with it most 

serious obligations. 

In the Beirut tragedy the parallel is precise. 

President Reagan decided what he wanted the military to do 

and so directed the Secretary of Defense. That official, 

in turn, issued instructions to the Joint Chiefs of Staff 

and they to the Commander-in-Chief U.S. Forces in Europe. 

And so on down the line, through the Commander-in-Chief, U.S. 

Naval Forces in Europe, Commander of the Sixth Fleet and 

the Commander of the naval task force immediately over the 

Marines ashore. Each of these intervening commanders was 

delegated a measure of authority commensurate with his 

mission and each was accountable to the next senior in the 

chain of operational command for getting the job done. 

In the clarity of retrospect it is evident that each 

of these intervening echelons of authority was derelict in 

some respect. The situation in Lebanon changed greatly 



in the months following initial commitment of the' Marines, 

from one of a wholly neutral peace promotion force to one• 

where our troops were perceived by the warring factions as 

being an active belligerent. Yet the results would suggest 

that the intervening commanders failed to evaluate the 

adequacy of security measures ashore in Beirut and to alter 

their own instructions to ensure that their subordinates 

were prepared to meet the changing conditions where terrorism 

was assuming progressively greater importance. One of the 

intervening commanders had not visited Beirut at any time 

during the Marines' presence there. Two others who did visit the 

area took no effective corrective action to improve the Marines' 

security. 

The Department of Defense Commission convened to in­

vestigate the tragedy was clear in its criticism of the 

various commanders in Europe for their failure to "initiate 

actions to ensure the security of the forces (ashore) in 

light oi the deteriorating politici~l/rnilitary situation ... " 

The Commission missed a key point, however, in confining its 

criticism to the commanders in the European Theater. The 

Secretary· -of Defense and the Joint Chiefs of Staff are in the 

chain of command too and it would seem that they failed in 

some .respect to exercise the authority entrusted to them by 

the President. 

The massive bureaucracy called The Office of the 

Secretary of Defense is, by law, in direct command of the 



American fighting forces. Presumably it has all the tool~ 

necessary to evaluate the military scene as it has changed 

in Lebanon and to ensure that every lo~er commander knew 

the facts and was in receipt of appropriate orders. The 

investigative Commission report gives no c+ue that this 

happened. It would seem that the bureaucracy did not do 

its job. 
i 

And the Joint Chiefs of Staff had an important and 

unique position in connection with the Beirut deployment. 

Not only do they convey the orders of the Secretary of Defense 

to the commands that do the fighting, as individual chiefs 

of the several armed services they are also charged with 

equipping and training the forces involved to meet the re­

quired combatant challenge. And in this critical area there 

is evidence of dereliction too. The forces were clearly not 

adequately oriented to the reality of terrorist war. 

Despite the President's manful assumption of the 

blame for the tragic loss of life in Beirut, the commanders 

who were on the ground will be severely punished by conscience 

and service tradition. It is . hoped that Mr. Reagan, like 

Lincoln before him, will also hold fully accountable every 

intervening echelon of command for its own role in the bitter 

tragedy. 

-4-
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Santa Barbara 

February 9, 1984 

Dear Pa.ul: 

Thank you very much for · the book and the 
photos. Nancy and I are delighted to have 
them. They add to the happy memories we 
have of that evening. 

Nancy sends her best and from botn of us to 
Bunny. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Paul Mellon 
Chairman 
National Gallery of Art 
Washington, D.C. 20565 

'«~ 
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National Gallery of Art 

Washington, D.C. 20565 

Office of the Chairman 
' 

Dear Mr. President and Mrs. Reagan, 

January 27, 1984 

It was both an honor and a pleasure to have you attend 
the Andrew W. Mellon Dinner last January. Your presence 
made it an historic occasion for the National Gallery and a 
memorable one for our guests and for Bunny and me. 

The Gallery has published an anniversary booklet 
commemorating that event and we would like you to have the 
enclosed copy, as well as a group of photographs made that 
evening. 

Our best wishes to you both for continued success and 
personal fulfillment in serving the people of the United 
States. 

The President 
and Mrs. Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Enclosures 

Kinde st regards, 

Paul Mellon 





Santa .... 

February 9, 1984 

Dear Mrs. Ball: 

Thank you very much for sending me the picture. 
I'm delighted to have it. You were more than 
kind to do this, and please give Herman my best 
regards and also my thanks. I'm sure he'll 
enjoy California. 

Again, my thanks to you and very best to Allan. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Katie Ball 
R. 1 Box lA-109 
Muscatine, Iowa 52761 

1 Box 11-\.-.LV':1 R. 
• e Iowa 

Muscatin ' 
52761 
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REALlY WORLD® 

December 30, 1983 

President Ronald Reagan 

White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. 

Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President, 

REALTY WORLD® - Associates • 
1903 Park Avenue, Muscatine Mall, Muscatine , IA 52761 
Telephone: (319) 264-0240 

We had a home listed in Bennett, Iowa where the owner is a retired photo­

grapher. As we were looking at old pictures for the 1984 Bennett Centenial, 

we found this picture so we bought this one for you. 

Allan, my husband, knew that his cousin Herman Ball had cut your hair when 

you lived in Des Moines. When Allan was up to see his cousin this sum-

mer he gave Herman this picture. Herman told Allan to send you the 

picture and for Allan to send his card too. 

Herman is planning on retiring and moving to California next year with his 

son. 

Enjoy the pictul."'e. 

Respectfully Yours , 

~ 
Katie Ball 

R. 1 Box IA-109 

Muscatine , Iowa 52761 

Each office indeoendF:n tlv f'h\.r...:.rl ~n.~ nr.or:J fc:,,r4 
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