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March 5, 1985 

Dear Mr. Puleo: 

Your letter has only just arrived at my de sk, 
so forgive the de lay in answering. Thank you 
for your kind and generous words. I'm most 
grateful. I'm sorry about the schedule 
change s in the Inaugural and hope they didn't 
spoil anything for you. 

You asked at what time in my life did I 
even entertain the thought of the presidency. 
We ll, I c an honestly say that throughout my 
years in p ictures and TV, the thought of 
public o ffice never occurred to me. I always 
believe d in paying my way, life had been good 
to me so I c ampaigned for people and cauRes I 
believed in. Then, in '64, I went all out for 
Ba rry Goldwa t e r. Late in the dampaign, I made 
a speech in his be half on NBC TV. The Gp~ech 
rang a bell I guess and r a ised a lot of money , 
etc. In '65 with the California Gove rnor's 
r~ce coming up in '66, a group of Republipans 
called on me ask i ng that I run against the 
incumbent Governor Pat Brown . The pa rty was 
terribly split as a result o f the '64 primary 
between Goldwater and Rockefe lle r, they cited 
my speech and said I could unite the pa rty . I 
di smissed them out of hand . I wa s very happy 
in show business . They ke pt coming ba ck until 
Nanc y and I were worn down and though t maybe 
we did h av~ a duty . 

As Governor, I was as ked to be a f~vori te son 
candidate for Presid~nt to hold our Californ ia 
party together . I agreed on the condition 
that that waP as far a s it would go. I would 
not be a r @~ l candidate . 
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Well, to shorten this down , tt1 t=> firat time I 
ever thought of se~king the presidency was in 
1976 bec ause I felt Jerry Ford could not beat 
Jiminy C-:1rter whom I'd known as c1 Governor. In 
1980, aft~r 4 yea rs of the Carter Administra­
tion, I decided to make the race again be cause 
I believed I would do s ome good. I can 
h onest l y tell you that u ntil tha t 1965-66 
pe riod, I had neve r thought o f public office 
at a ll. 

Sorry to be so long a bout it, but that 's thn 
story . Plnase give my be~t t o your wi fe . 

Mr. Denn i s Pul eo 
Leilvitt Road 

Sincere l y , 

~ONAlD REAGAN 

Cen t e r Os sipee , Now Hampshire Q3814 
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• Dear Mr. President, 

I thought today that it is a wonderful thing to have a positive impact on a 
persons life, and in an age when most people are so quick to criticize, I would like 
to simply thank you for what you do and who you are. 

We both know your decisions and efforts affect thousands, millions and even 
the entire world. am talking about one ... me! 

In 1966-1967 I joined the Marines and served in Viet Nam. After 3 Purple 
Hearts and bad injuries suffered at Khe Sah'n, I spent a year in the hospital and 
the next 6 years back and forth for treatment. 

have always been grateful for our free enterprise system, so I became an 
entrepreneur and started a business of my own. I married a high school sweetheart, 
raised 2 children and bought a home. 

For 12 years I carried a chip on my shoulder, wouldn't discuss politics with 
anyone, distrusted politicians and in general had little faith in our government system. 
I did not vote in any election from 1968 to 1980. 

Something unusual took place when you ran for President in 1980. took no-
tice. I listened, I believed and trusted again. My wife and I and many of our 
friends voted for you in 1980, and in 1984 because we felt confident in you. 

You do that to people. One at a time. 
to me and my family. 

thank· you for your contribution 

My wife and I are going to leave the White Mountains of New Hampshire to 
attend your Inauguration and will look forward to seeing you and Nancy in person. 

I have one question that I would like you to answer please; at about what timE: 
in your life, or career did you even slightly entertain the thought or dream of actually 
becoming President? 

Please respond, it would mean a lot to us. 

May God Bless you and your family. 

Warm regards, 
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!vlarch 5, 19 85 

Thank you vP r y much fo r your l a tt.e r of 
Janu ary 20 which has jus t r each ed ln"", and 
thank you fo r s~nding your art icle . Thank 
yo u, ·too , f or writing it. 

You' 1 1 b •~ pl0ased to know that I h e ar f rom 
mnny sen i.or ci~izPns offering to he lp with 
rPgJrd to thP def icit. Of course, the r e 
are many we know who .a re totally dependent 
on Soc ial SHcurity and they arc frightell ~d 
when d e ma gogueG t e ll them someone is out to 
t a k e thei r benn fits away f rom them. I'm 
t a lki ng about politicia~g , not t he author 
of ft f ine a rticle lik~ ~The Bes t Ycd r s of 
The ir Liv~s ." 

You are a b solutely right that in recent 
yea r s t h e e lde rly h ~ve move d u p to whe r e , 
as a g ~oup, t h ey a v~r a g e h ighPr i nc omeE 
than t he r ~n t o f o u r soc i e t y . 

Ag Rin , t h ank you a nd dnn ' t l e t the doom . 
c ri r r s g e t you down . 

Si ncore ) y , 

RONALD REAGAr~ 

Teresa A. A1da r son , D. D. S . 
Public H~a lth Department 
555 Ced,3. r Street 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101 
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Teresa A. Anderson 
Public Heal th Department 
555 Cedar St. 
St. Paul, MN. 55101 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President, 

January 20, 1985 

I ; The January 7th issue of Newsweek magazine contains an article I wrote, ''The 
\ \ Best Years of Their Lives," which deals with our faulty perception of the 
I , elderly population and how this affects our private and public programs. I've 
l 

1 • received enormous response from individuals and the media and thought I should 
contact you in light of the upcoming debate over the budget and Social Security. 

In the December 1984 issue of Scientific American, demographer Samuel H. Preston 
shows how the unexpected increase in the elderly population of America has led 
to greatly improved well-being for members of that group, including their 
level of inciome, health, educational achievement and reports of satisfaction 
with life. On the other hand, the drop in the birth rate has indirectly caused 
a deterioration in all these same catagories for our younger citizens . 

Yet, although 23% of our children now live in poverty (up from 16% in 1970) and 
fully half of one-parent families fall beneath the poverty line, the elderly 
still retain their grip on the heartstrings and pursestrings of the nation. 
Workers accept Social Security tax increases with virtually no complaint. To 
oppose senior citizens is considered political suicide. 

As one person foolhardy enough to question this sacr~d cow, I understand the 
politics involved . I have had more than my share of hate mail from retirees 
who have plenty of time to mull over their choice of adjectives. I've been 
called contemptible, miserable, ungrateful and a "scum bag," all for printing 
a reasoned, factual article in a respected news magazine. 

However, I've also received much support, much of it from people over sixty . 
Most people have describe it as a fair and even a positive viewpoint. I just 
wanted you to know that there are people out here who support the inclusion of 
Social Security in the budget-cutting agenda. Unfortunately, these are not the 
people who normally swamp your office with threatening letters, or have lobbyists 
to present their case. 

Many of my correspondents mentioned that I should be ashamed for even broacbi9g 
tho Sllhjcct. I'm cer t·nin ly not nshnmcd of l>oing co11cor11Pd nl>oul tho f11ll!rc' of 

our crn111Lry. Un l ike special i.11Leresl groups, l cai-e 110L u11Jy a!JuuL Ll1c c1gcd, 
but about the poor of all ages and about the workers who are forced to partici­
pate in a shaky pyramid scam called Social Security. I hope that you will not 
be deterred from doing what is best for the majority of citizens by the threats 
and the finger wagging of a minority. At least .Y..2.!:!.. have bodyguards! 

Thank you for your time, 

-~/12-~""-<J -~, __,/c.'- . t✓c ,.._p-<._'.x_~ -

Teresa A. Anderson, D.D.S. 
/ 



The Best Years ofTheir Lives 
MY TURN/TERESA A. ANDERSON 

A while back, when I traveled with my 
husband and son to attend a family 

g_athenng, my parents, who were in an iden­
tical room in the same motel, were billed $5 
!ess t_h_an I was. The reason? They are "sen­
sor c1t1z_ens." Forget that they are both still 
very gainfully employed, have no depend­
ent_s, ow~ three pieces of property and had 
no 1n1en11on of requesting a discount. In this 
co~ntry, anyone 62 or more is automatically 
en111led 10 a plethora of perks and subsidies 
regardless of need. ' 

and older had a per capita after-lax income 
of $6,299-$335 more than the national 
average and more than any agegroupexcept 
lhoseo_vcr 50. Their poverty rate, 14 percent, 
only mirrors that oft he general population. 

~~t- Egg: Even that favorite phrase of 
poht!cians, "fixed income," has lo be re­
c?~s1dc~ed. Retired persons often have s1a­
btl1zcd, sf not entirely rigid, expenses. Al­
most 70 percent own their own home· 
oth~rs have~ sizable nest egg from its sale'. 
Their fixed incomes do not decrease be­
~ause of ~ company layoff or because of 
increases 1_11 FIC~ withholding. Medicare 
covers n:iaJor hospital expenses and private 
com~arnes offer ~upp!emental coverage. 
Public transportation 1s cheap, or nearly 

free . And virtually every amusemen1 . 
be obtained for a discount. 

Contrast this with the expemes of .i 
year-old . "Yuppie" couple. The 1)1 •• 

monthly mortgage payment in 1 · 
r~ached $741. Total home paymc:rit ~ 
higher. !here is no rebate on your prop, 
la!!, which many seniors in my city gc:1 
on _a bus that costs 75 CJ:nts, but ~t: 1 

seniors for a dime. 
. This doesn't take into account thedcJ 

IIO_ns for social security-my husband a, 
paid $3,600 into the system in 198-t _., 
that's just the amount deducted from . 
pay_checks, not the equal employer rn 11 

button that we also had 10 earn. If we'll h 
allowed to invest this S3,600 each year 11 

.. The .~ssumption now is that "old" equals 
poo_r: But how needy are senior citizens? 

Families headed by a single woman, for 
example, have a per capita income less than 
half1ha1 of seniors. What's more, people 65 

IRA earning 10 percent for 45 years, we 
could save more than $2.5 million dollars by 
retirement! Nausea prevents me from calcu~ 
fating the entire $7,200. 

How arc: older Americans faring today? 
Like ba11Jits. U.S. News & World Report 
commented that "the typical retired per­
son's monetary investment in these benefits 
is 1101 very high." A married man whose 
wife did not work and who retired in 1982 at 
65, gos back all of his payroll contributions 
since: 1937 in 14 months. 

Why aren't young people speaking oul, 
demanding fair treatment? Why aren't 
the genuinely disadvantaged complaining 
about money lavished indiscriminately on 
the old? Why dO<!sn't someone question a 
travel agency that offers "poor" senior citi­
zens a discount on a $2,600 tour to Austral­
ia? Why don't workers bombard their legis­
lators with pleas 10 reform social security 
before they're left holding an empty bag? 

Upbeat: Like the emperor's new clothes, 
the problem seems to be one of perception. 
A Minneapolis Tribune poll in 1981 found 
that the elderly gave more upbeat answers 
about themselves than they did about other 
older people and had a more positive view 
ubout aging than did those under 65. Of the 
older Minnesotans surveyed, 4 7 percent an­
swered that they were "very happy"; an-

other 46 percent claimed to "pretty happy." 
That's 93 percent! Dy contrust, people un­
der 65 guessed that only 4 percent of the 
elderly could be "very happy." They also 
believed that 58 percent of senior citizens 
had financial problr.:ms and worries, while 
only 7 percent of seniors said they had mon­
ey problems. 

Please don't confuse this questioning 
with a lack of respect for the aged. We 

These days we seem 
to assume that 
'old' equals 'poor.' 
But how needy are 
our senior citizens? 

should honor them for their wisdom and 
experience und attempt to meet their real 
rm:ds. Out senior citizens can't be lumped 
together into a ho111ugc11ous blob of sc11ile 
men and women eating cat food in lonely 
rented rooms. Some are bag ladies in need of 
a hearty meal and a safe house. Out should 
Rose Kennedy and William Randolph 
Hearst Jr. also be eligible for subsidized 

meals through congregate dining pro­
grams? Should a movie theater or restau­
rant be allowed to offer special rates to one 
population group? Would they get away 
with advertising" 15 Percent Discount for 
Caucasians"? Why isn't it just as shoc•ng 
to discriminate against the young as the old? 

Free: Young people have 10 lead the way in 
reform, hand in hand with those many older 
people who are tired of being treated like 
beggars. People like my grandmother, who 
just died at the age of 84 . She served others 
by cooking, cleaning, baby-sitting, dog­
walking and even by entertaining in nur~ing 
homes until the very day of her death . Her 
activities in many senior groups sometimes 
made her wonder, "Why should we e!!pect 
things to be free? It's our grandchildren who 
will have to pay." 

We need 10 untangle our social structure 
and separate the programs for the poor 
(both young and old) from the programs for 
the elderly (both poor and rich). We must 
not confuse perception with reality . After 
all, isn't there so111c1hi11g strange about be­
lieving that n 73 -ycur-old mun can be presi ­
dent, but that he can't pay for his coffee at 
McDonald's? 

A public-health dentist, Anderson, JO, 
liYes in St. Paul, Minn. 

t , ........,_&..,,_..1~'.) 
US( 0t◄lf AS Ofif Cll O 

EVERE .~ 
OLD .:f 



""a rc h 5 , 19R5 

De a r Mrs . Blankenb~rkler : 

'I'hnnk you fo r you r l "'ttl~r . which I h 2. v r_, 0 11ly 

j ust received ~nd bless you for the v ay you 
ff, ;::-. 1 about o u r cou r:t ry a ;; d for ynu r dut.~, r ­
minatio~ t o visit Washing ton . 

I wcnder J 
• . ;: 
- , . 

!=:t·Cn't.,".!ry , Ka th_y Oi., borne - Thti \·?hit 1::, Ho u se , 
a1 id l et h er know exact l y wh r-."n y ou' lJ be i r. 
Was hi ngton . Giv0 he r time tn repl y so she 
c an t ell you if it is poss ible fo r u s to 
m~ e t . I know I'll be ou t of Washington 
from Friday , April 5th to the 15th. But 
if that 's when you'll be here she can at 
least offer some help with r egai<l to a 
White Hou se tour . 

Agai n , bless vou and give my .regards tn 
your hu s band and that 1 2- ye~ r-old. 

RONALD REA.GAN 

Mrs . Vicky Blankenbeckle r 
Apartme:it 1 
316 M8lro i,e 
Maryville , Tennessee 37801 

RR:plr PM14 

FOR POTUS TO SEE AND SIGN 



March 5 , 1985 

Dear Mr . Newson : 

Thank you v e r y rr,u ch for your letter of Jc!nua!'y 28 
which has on l y just a rrived at my de s k . 

I apprecin t n your suggestion abou t Soci a l Securit y 
an d agree thRt th e rA a re fa u lts in the sys t em. Th~ 
most obvi ou s i s that th e program was created with 
no provision for a means te s t . In the effnrt to 
portray it as an insurance program , the originators 
r ~tused to limit it to peop l e who wou ld have no 
other way to provide for their r(>t i rement years . 

Now our problem is that government has made a 
contract with thP. p~op1 P nn.d wou ld b~ violating 
thRt c ontra ct if it said some who h~d contribu t e d 
would no l o nger r e c e ive b~ne fits . I ' ve had an idea 
f0r a so l u tion fo r s ome time, but believe it shou ld 
come from the recipients themselves . The re is a 
fund in the U. S . Treasu ry De partment made up of 
volunta r y contribu tions to reduce the national 
de bt . Peopl e with no nee d for the ir b e nef it s could 
contribute t h em t o that f und and g e t s ome r e turn 
for their ge nerosity in that their contribution 
would be tax deductible . 

If in our tax r eform propoial we ar~ able t o get a 
reduction in p ay for Government employees , I int e nd 
to u se the procedu r e I've just d e scribe d . I ' ve 
l ea rned that Pres iden t s a r e prcihibited by l aw fro~ 
changing their salary , so I intend to contribu te a 
p~rcent equal to the cut to that f u nd . 

Aga in, t hank you for you r lette r . 

Mr. Henry G. NPwson 
Post Office Box 61 13 

SincerP.ly, 

• Charlott e , North Carolina 2820 7 
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Vicky Blankenbeckler 

316 Melrose #1 

Maryville, Tennessee 37801 

Dear Mr. President, 

Recently our family; my husband, twelve year old son and I 

started saving our change in hopes of making a trip to Washington D.C. 

in early April. I really was proud of us, partially because it's 

really going to be hard to save the money since I'm laid off and my 
J 

husband only works part-time and because I was proud to be going to 

our nation's capital. 

The response I got from friends and family really upset me. 

Everyone wanted to know what on earth we wanted to go there for. 

It got to the point that I felt like yelling. "My God, don't you 

realize that D.C. is your history. I just can't imagine not 

wanting to see it. 

So, Mr. President, I decided to write someone I thought would 

understand. I know I'll cry when I visit Arlington and when I enter 

Lincoln Memorial. I'm proud of my country and the people who helped 

make it what it is today, including you. I think you've done an 

e xcellent job of showing strength and wisdom. 

Our trip will probably be for only two days but will cram as 

much in as possible. If we happen to see you at the White House, 

I'll be the lady crying and waving like crazy. I know that you 

won't see me and it's alright - because I'll just be proud of the 

fact that I waved at my President! 

"Sincerely" 

Vicky Blankenbeckler 
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HENRY G. NEWSON & CO. 
LAND DEVELOPER 

P. 0. BOX 6113 • CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 28207 • (704) 552-5841 
-Ya nu.ary 2Gtll 1985 

: J.' - cna J. d ' ci ; : a 11 , i'>r a s 
' j:,ite d ~t ,! tes 
·: a s i1i n1:ton 

" • 1...: • 

De a r r President: 

?.r.: : ? cdi,c t i on o f ::r,c i;:1 1 '::cc ii rity 
7h~sc who do ~ct n· c d it . 
S::ch a s I 

I t is redicu lous for thos of us who do not need our pa yments f rom 

Socia 1 Securitv t o :-rr. c ·:•j_vc t ;:er,1 -; :hon the Co11.nt r;;, is in ne!'id of 

r cduc :!.nr-; thi~ t e rrib l e bud ·c t. 

Fy 1:i fe a nd I r ec :, i vo a tota l o_=:· ove r ~:il2 00. er month from them . 

!Iy incorne is i-Jell in f? A"CP. ss of .- :·.100,000. f)Gr yea r and somctirncs 

nor e. I am s eventy e i t;ht yeJ1•s o J_d and stiU. workin~~ anc1 a pyins i;1ot 

the s :-'s t em every :,..·e2 r on ry i ncor:i:: t;,, x, but t ho amount r cc t!iv ed is fa r 

c ircurnsc1 tnc es . ·.11y s:10u l d 1:ie ,r:ov P. r nrnc1! t subse :1iz e mo ? 

- -·- . 

Cut the oyme:1t .s f or a 11 of tiwsc U.ke : :n , .. 1:10 hav :,! ari i nc or;:e i.' r un ony 

sourc e of ove r ::;60 , 000 . per year. 

t >P i Ti J.i to :t".f • 

DEVELOPMENTS 
WENDOVER / VALLEYBROOK / COUNTRY COLONY / BELLWOOD 

QUAIL VIEW / ABBOTSWOOD / PROVIDENCE PLANTATION 





March 5, 1985 

Dear Mrs. Schmid: 

Your letter of January 6 has only just reached 
my desk, hence the lateness of my reply. 

I hope you are aware now of the efforts we 
are making to alleviate as much of the problem 
as possible. Actually, only about 10% of our 
farms are in trouble, but, -unfortunately, they 
are concentrated in the midwest farm belt in 
just a few states. 

As for the long-range problem you mentioned 
having to do with prices, we are workit=g to 
bring relie f the re also. In the economic 
summit this May in Germany, I am going to 
urge our allies to join us in a round of 
trnde talks to end or reduce the subsidizing 
cf farm produce among other things which hurts 
u s in rixport of farm products. We are trying 
to get congressional help in a program to get 
our farmers back into the marketpla~e free of 
government regulation and interferer.:.c€. 

One thing I can assure you, the farm s:i,tuation 
has my •upfront attention." 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Susan Schmid 
Rural Route 1, Box 146 
Be llwood, Nebraska 68624 

RR :plr PM13 
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The President 

The White House 

Washington D.C. 20500 

Mr. President: 

January 6, 1985 

Today, I am writing to you as a concerned citizen not only 

for Nebraska, but for the whole nation. I hope others are doing 

the same, because Mr. President, this crisis is growing and if it 

doesn't receive attention - will eventually (I believe) be the 

downfall of this United States. Our breadbasket may be lost. 

I have so many thoughts I would like to express to you, but 

will try to keep my letter short and to the point. 

Our state and particularly our area is having a financial 

crisis. Several banking institutions riear here have been closed. 

The Federal Depositors Insurance Corporation has stepped in and are 

doing their part. The farm loans are being processed in what is 

the FDC's procedure - liquidation. 

Mr. President, my point it is, we as farmers, small business­

men need help. And Mr. President, we don't need more farm credit, 

We need prices for our products. We are tired of subsidizing the 

cheap food policy of the nation. 

As I stated earlier, this is just a few of my thoughts. I 

hope this issue gets your upfront attention. 

R.R. # 1, Box 146 

Bellwood, Nebraska 68624 

Sincerely yours, 

Mrs. Susan Schmid 
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March 5, 1985 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

Thanks for your letter which has only just .now 
reached my desk. 

Mr. Bennett, I know the press and a number 
of special interest lobbyists paint a picture 
of budget cuts being aimed at those who need 
help the most. Let me assure you that is not 
the purpose of anyone in our Administration. 
What WP. are aiming at is waste in the admini­
strative overhead of many programs where 
money which should be given to individuals 
like yourself is being wasted in bureaucratic 
extravagance. Also, of course, there are 
always some who will take advantage~f a 
program and benefit from it although they 
are in no way eligible or deserving. 

I'm very pleased and proud to have your 
support for the MX and the other defense 
syste ms we must have. I'll keep on fighting 
to get them. We need the support of the 
peoplP to pF.;rsuadt~ some in the Congress who 
would uni laterally disarm us in the face of 
th~ Soviet military build-up, the greatest 
the world has e ver. seP.n. 

Again, my thanks and best regards. 

Mr.~- O. BennPtt 
Route 1, Box 260 

Since r e ly, 

Williford, Arkansas 72482 

R R!nlr PM13 



Ronald Reagan,President of the United States 

The White House, Washington, D.C. 20500 

Mr. President, 

Williford, Ark. 72482 
January 6 , 1985 

Having been a prisoner of war of the Japanese for three and one 

half years,and peing severely mistreated,I applaud your stand on 
'H1,,tman Rights _'_ . No human being should be degraded by beatings or 

by words. Yet, I am afraid that we have concentrated our efforts 
to uphold the 'Rights' of people in other countries to such a de­

gree that we have failed to see the 'Inhumanism' that is beine 
perpetrated on our own! 

To prove my statement,I ask this question,every time that the 

question comes up of reducing the Federal Budget or reducing the 
Federal deficit to whom is the 'hatchet' directed.It is directed 
to ward the veterans, welfare, Social Security,and food stamp 

recepients,mostly. People tha t are not living but just bar el y ex­

isting and who could,hardly ,stand a cut in their livelihood at all. 

We have a constant fear of what our government is going to do to 
our livelihood. Is that not 'Inhumanism'? 

I am a veteran,disabled receiving service-conne~ted compensat­
ion,which I believe to be deserved, living in daily f ear that the , 

rights that have been promised to me and others will be taken away--­
: 

by an insensitive and inconstant congress. 
~rather Reagan, I am a Democrat but I voted for you because of 

~he stand you have taken concernine the Russians,abortion,school 
prayer and others. You are a good,loyal American that is not afr aid 
to stand up for that which is right and not afraid to stand up 

aBainst them tha t would c ive our country away. Mr.President,we ne ed 
a good defense ,we need the MX missile and t _he 'Star Viars ' weapons. 

It looks as though you are going to have to stand toe to toe with 
those that are against them, and do battle! My prayers are fo r you! 

Siri-cerely Yours , 

J.O. B-~e~ 
Route 1 Box 260 
Williford. Ark. 72482 



~arc h 5, 19 B5 

Dear V..r . Olona: 

Thank you for your good l etter a nd good 
wishes . Thank you, too, for what you 
a r e doing for those f~lderly l zi.dies . 'l'hE­
Lord ~ay~ he expects u s to give 10% of 
our earnings to him and you are certainly 
doing that with your he lp to those needy 
souls. 

Plea s e tell th~m we ~ren't go ing to l e t 
anyone take away or r educe the ir Soc ial 
Security banef i ts . Some politic i an& are 
say ing that thing s like that a r e going 
to h~ppen , but the y are playing cheap 
politic& . We won' t let it h a ppen , te ll 
them not to be afr~id . 

God blens you for who t you a r e do inq. 

Mr. Donal~ Olona 
12 25 Paisa:io , N. E . 

Sincere ly, 

RONALD RE1lGAiJ 

AlbuquerquP, N~w Mfrn ico 8 7110 

RR:plr PM13 
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Dear Mr. Reagon President sir 

How are you? I pray you are fine. 

I'm writting this letter, and I hope it falls in to your hands. 

I have a problem I know only you can help me with. 

There is a woman 64 years old widow named Dorthy A. She 

had turbrokulosus when she was young. Now she has only¼ of a lung. 

She has only Social Security to live on. She's having a tough time 

making ends meat. She's a good person. Always helping someone 

all she can. She keeps her heat way down, her house is very cold.; 

untill some one comes over, then she'll turn the heat up untill they 

leave. WShen she gets home, she goes into her bathroom turn the 

wall heater up, changes then hurrys up to her electric blanket. 

She has a ambent solar heater but her house is poorly insulated 

so once the sun drops, her heat also does. 

Then my mother in law 63 years old widow had canser, living 

the same was as Dorthy. And my Grand Mother was one of those old 

people you were talking about, when Monde1 was scaring them about 

Social Security cuts. 

I'm glad your still President, and I'm always ready to stick 

up for you. 

I'm 33 years old with a wife and two kids. But seeing you 

help people got me to start helping these 3 ladys, instead of giving 

10% of my income to Godswork, I give it to them. 

It's not easy but, with this over time, I can qive them $50 cacl1. 

Mr. President, Please don't make no cuts on Social Security. 

I agree with you on Building a better stronger defence. I agree with 

just about everything, but only you can help these older people out. 

They give so much, to live so sad. 



Page 2 

I hope I never see Old age. There health are shot, 

there lives are in poverty. What ever happen to the golden ages. 

What's more important to us, to the U.S. then the wisdom of are 

old people. like your self, or are children. 

The United States is a great country, but with out are elders, 

without are children, what is there to defend. I don't know whats 

harder. Seeing these old ladys going with out, or seeing my self 

with ill health. 

All I'm asking is please if there has to be any kind of cuts. 

Let it be on those with 2nd or 3rd incomes, but these ones with 

only the one income, They are low enough I can't see how much 

lower they can get. 

Thank you for the time you gave me. 

God Bless you 

Donald Olona 

P.S. Please don't say over the air about cuts to the 

old needie, My Grandmother can't take to many more scares. 

1225 Paisano N.E. 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

3/6/85 

NOTE FOR: Fred Fielding 

The President has 

seen 

acted upon 

commented upon 

□ 

□ 

the attached; and it is forwarded to you for your: 

information 

action 

□ 

□ 

David L. Chew 
Staff Secretary 

(x-2702) 

cc: Original to Files✓ 
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SUBJECT: 

,:he President hns seen ---

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Attached for your information is a photocopy of an article which 
appeared early last week in the Miami Herald (Tab A). The 
article, written by Jack Sirica (son of Judge John Sirica) of 
Knight-Ridder News Service, entitled "McCarthy-era documents show 
FBI tracked Reagan," is based on documents (Tab B) recently 
released by the FBI in partial response to a Freedom of 
Information Act request. Those documents incluee a list of 
"sponsors" of the Committee for a Democratic Fa.r Eastern Policy 
and a program from a dinner held by that organization in 1946. 
Your name is included in both lists. 

The article attempts to contrast the appearance of your name on 
those documents with your testimony a year later before the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities. It quotes the following exchange: 

Mr. Reagan, there has been testimony-to the effect 
here that numerous Communist front organizations 
have been set up in Hollywood. Have you ever 
been solicited to join any of those organizations 
or any organization which you considered to be a 
Communist front organization? 

Well, sir, I have received literature from an 
organization called the Committee for a Far­
Eastern Democratic Policy. I don't know whether 
it is Communist or not. I only know that I didn't 
like their views and as a result I didn't want to 
have anything to do with them. 

The article concludes, however, that: 

There is no evidence in the files that Reagan 
did anything for the Committee for a Democratic 
Far Eastern Policy other than to lend his name 
as a sponsor. And in 5,700 pages of testimony from 
the internal security subcommittee hearings, 
Reagan's name was never mentioned. 

As the article notes, the White House Press Office has dismissed 
questions regarding this subject indicating only that it has been 
gone over numerous times before. 



-2-

The FBI has submitted for our review the remaining documents from 
its files that are responsive to the Freedom of Information Act 
request (Tab C). Absent an objection from us, those documents 
will be released in the redacted form in which they were 
presented to us by the FBI. 

Like the earlier release, the documents are from the McCarthy-era 
and consist o f FBI and other investigative reports, newspaper 
clippings and portions of transcripts of Congressional testimony. 
Several refer to you favorably as an "anti-Communist." The last 
several pages concern an incident at a party at which you 
apparently came close to blows with another guest who had made 
anti-Semetic remarks. The penultimate page is taken from a 1943 
FBI interview of you concerning that incident. You describe the 
incident and say that you "almost came to blows with subject, 
although [you] emphasized that considerable drinking had been 
done by all persons involved." 

I find no basis for legal objection to the release of these 
additional documents in response to the pending Freedom of 
Information Act request, but wanted to bring them and this entire 
matter to your attention for your information. 
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garch 6, 1985 

D0c1r nrn:1 o lph: 

I,,:-::- .~ plP;1s P. d t,-:: J. e;:1rn ( , f vo tu· qt· ~ci C:-' !.,, . I !;;-i,_~p 

to t:PJ.l you, v o u ,:'!re• doitig bettP r tha ~ I c1ic1. 
And, while you didn't win at the Sci0ncP Fair, 
an Honornble Mention isn't bad. 

You a~ked about why thn inaugu~~lion w~~n't 
held on Sundny. It has alway~ bAen A 

tradition that +J1P ir, ,1uc:rurnl prcgr;:irr,:;, th 0 

pnr ,·:d(' and all, shcuJ.a ne t t.,;. .. h 0 lo. or: tlw 
L--n:c1's d~•,, i n t.0.!:f f-,rir,g •,;itl1 Churr.h ~.,, ndc- E<'=· 
ThP reason I lw.a tr: bP sworn if' 0n Sundc1:', 
though, wns beca use, under the l~w, I would 
no lo~ger have been Pre~id~nt after 12:00 
noon Sm1day. 'l'hcrc would have b;•en 24 hours 
with no PrE:~idt-'.':,t of the United f>ti!lt>r,. Just 
bf•tw~~n us, I d o n't SP~ why w,~ Cl' n' t 2mend th~~ 
L:1w t<, r.r-ac] t.ha t r--r~l(- .n ,} ?. 7'U:J r y 20th f ," l 1 ::-1 on , : 

Su nd2 ·,, ~hr_,. Prr.-sid (' 1: t:'~ t 0 rn\ ir~ e)~tr:-r-d ':'d 24 
!v~ur" ~ n ~c oi: !J!cn<'.ln.y. 

I 'vf! ,.. ncl0sed ~~G;,\P phnt. o :: 0:' • Jr.augural r•-.:r&>nts 
with note~ on th~ bnck ns to wh~t thcv nr~. 

Plr a ~~ give your mnm ~na a~d ~y v~ry b0~t 
reg~rds. NJncv ~~nda her~ ~ 1~0. 

RONALD A-EAGAN 

P1.1d0lph L tc e !U. !·it·· ~ 
(iQ7 ~~ ,, V.:\!tn ,"lh St~••f't., s.r:. 
\ i ,, •:; h ± n a t.:. n ri , D . C . ? 0 0 3 :' 

/4c1nsures: 6 photo 
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Box R-4526 
A.P.O., NEW YORK NY 09283 

6 March 1985 

Dear Mr. President: 

Thank you so much for your kind 
letter ~bout the Spanish correspondent, Jos~ Mar!a 
Carrascal. A letter arrived from him which was 
ecstatic. He said that the fact that you had agreed 
to his request for an interview was not only a very 
kind and generous act, but was the highest point of 
his whole career as a reporter. I am confident his 
articles will reflect this appreciation. 

It is good news to know that you 
have Patrick Buchanan with you in the White House. 
He is a topflight writer, thinks in a straight 
line, and is 1 Mr. Trenchant• himself when he ex­
presses an opinion. The two of you should make a 
terrific team in your joint abilities to make your­
selves understood. I'll think of you both as nthe 
Potomac Express(ers) 1 of clearly put, sound ideas. 

Did I ever tell you how glad I am 
for, among s~ many other things, that you have re­
tained your sense of humor? That is really an 
achievement in Washington. 

Again, love to Nancy, and my 
affectionate respects to you. 

Alan Brown 

PS This does not require 
an answer. I am not trying 
to make you my Potomac Pen Pall 
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March 6, 1985 

Dear Billy: 

It was good to hear from you. I did a 
little prying and can assure you the 
gentleman from the Houston area is not 
an "advisor• of anyone close to me . I'm 
sure he had a chance to speak his piece, 
but then a number with varying views have 
had that chance. We haven't gotten down 
to real discussion of the Treasury proposal 
as yet. We're still doing some spadework 
on the budget and now have had to turn our 
attention temporarily to the MX missile. 

We expect to g e t around to the t ax proposal 
very soou and I promise your views and a 
gr~at many similar to yours will be on the 
table when we do. Senator Nichols end 
Representative Mickey Edwards brought a 
delegation of independents from Oklahoma 
in just the oth~r day -- th~y we re s inging 
your song and all in tune. 

All the bes~ to you . 

Sincerely, 

Mr . William D. Mou nger 
Post Of fic~ Box 1200 
Jackson, Miss issippi 39205 
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As 
you 
the 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 7, 1985 

PRESIDENT: 

Don Regan discussed with 
this morning, attached 
letter you wrote to 

Billy Mounger with the one 
sentence "It sounds good. " deleted. 

Dav~hew 
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Will.JAM D. MOUNGER, Oil Producer 

Dear Mr. President: 

POST OFFICE BOX 1200 

JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39205 

February 26, 1985 

RE: 16691 

Thank you most sincerely for your considerate response 
to my letter of January 29, 1985, which set out my per­
turbation concerning what was believed to be a misuse 
of my name. One of your "Kitchen Cabinet" Members, who 
attended the meeting in Charles Wick's home, stated, 
iterated, and reiterated to me that my name was used 
in exactly the manner I described. How the confusion 
came about is inexplicable; consequently, I, also, am 
very sorry this imbroglio arose. 

However, you thoughtfully informed me that Don Regan 
did quote an unnamed independent from Texas whose name 
(Calaway) you revealed to me. Mr. President, the reve­
lation of that name as an accepted advisor was almost 

TELD'HONE (601) 354•2479 

as disconcerting as the belief that my name was improp­
erly used. In checking with Jimmy Lyon, Reaganites, 
Republican Activists, Independent Producers, and others, 
the only independent producer named Calaway anyone can 
identify is James C. Calaway, of Southwest Minerals, 
Houston, Texas. All sources confirm that he is an 
ultra-liberal, New Deal, Fair Deal Democrat, who was 
Jimmy Carter's main supporter in the Houston Area. 
He has never done anything for any Republican - most 
par~icularly you. Asking his advice about your Admin­
istration's Tax Proposals would equate to Bill Casey's 
conferring with the KGB about how to run the CIA. 
Finding the "proverbial needle" is almost easier than 
finding an Independent Producer who did not support 
you; and, mirabile dictu, Don Regan not only accom­
plished that, but sought his advice and quoted him 
to your "Kitchen Cabinet." 

Mr. President, please stay in concert with those who are 
conjoined with you in the principles which you espouse; 
and do not be deviated by those who do not share your 
world view. 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 
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