
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library
Digital Library Collections

This is a PDF of a folder from our textual collections.

Collection: White House Office of Records Management: 
Presidential Handwriting File, 1981-1989 (COPY SET) 

Series II: Presidential Records 
Folder Title: Folder 263 (11/08/1986-11/15/1986) 

Box: 17

To see more digitized collections visit: 
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material 

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library Inventories, visit: 
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories 

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov  

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-
support/citation-guide 

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/ 

Last Updated: 07/16/2025 

https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://catalog.archives.gov/


TH E WHIT E HO LT SE 

WA S HI N GTO N 

November 12, 1986 

Dear Dr. Rodgers: 

Thank you for sending me the book No, · I' rn Not 
Afraid by Irina Ratushinskaya. You were very 
kind and I'm most grateful. 

Quite some time ago I received, by way of our 
United States Information Agency, a letter 
from a Soviet labor camp. It was handwritten 
and so tiny, (only four inches in width and 
three quarters of an inch from top to bottom) 
that it must have been interpreted by using a 
powerful glass. It was in Russian, but an 
English version was provided by those who saw 
that the smuggled letter reached me. It was 
a letter congratulating me on my election. It 
contained 47 words, plus the salutation, and the 
signatures of 10 women prisoners. Accompanying 
it was a four-inch by four-inch, handmade chart -­
in the same tiny writing -- the record of the 
hunger strikes by the ten women between August 1983 
through December 1984. 

As I read Irina's book, something prompted me 
to get out this letter. The ten signatures 
are the women Irina writes about in her book, 
including herself of course. !'rn sure you 
can understand what meaning the book has for me 
now. Thank you for your kindness. 

Sincerely, 

HfNAlD REAGAN 

The Reverend Dr. Richard Rodgers 
63 Meadow Brook Road 
Northfield 
Birmingham B31 lND 
England 861118 
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October 28, 1986 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President, 

20500 

Recently I visited Guatemala. I wish you could know how many fans 
you have in that country. They are outspoken in their praise of 
you and I enjoyed listening! 

While in Guatemala, the women of the Ixchel Museum (women who have 
built this museum to preserve their beautiful native weavings and 
textiles), urged me to bring you the book which accompanies this 
letter. So with mucho gusto I bring it to you. 

Their expressions of praise and admiration for you and Nancy would 
bring joy to your heart. 

HHC:sc 

P.S. Thank you for your strong stand on SDI in Iceland! 

!/ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHIN GTO N 

November 10, 1986 

Dear Holly: 

Thanks so much for the Maya of Guatemala book. 
I'm delighted to have it and I look forward 
to some leisure time to get into it. It sounds 
like you had an enjoyable time in Guatemala, and 
I'm most appreciative of all your kind words of 
praise from our "fans" there. 

It was good to see Joe in Colorado Springs 
althou9h I'm sorry I missed you. 

Again, my thanks for your thoughtfulness. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Holly Coors 
Suite 350 
501 South Cherry Street 
Denver, Colorado 80222 

Q 

-861112 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM 

DATE: 

TO: 

ACTION: 

II/ I~ 

D Review/Approval 

D Recommendation 

D Information Copy 

D Draft Reply 

D As we discussed 

DATE ACTION NEEDED: 

COMMENT: 

CHARLES A. DONOVAG,-.(}t<"> 
Presidential Correspondence 
Room 94, OEOB - x7610 
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Special Assistant to the 
President and Director 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 14, 1986 

BOB PEARSON: 

Would you please have the 
attached letter, which the 
President wrote, reviewed 
on a close hold basis to 
determine whether any of 
the details mentioned 
could endanger persons. 
I need to have a response 
on this by 9:00 Monday 

• morning. Thank you. 

David Chew 
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THE WHITE: H 
WASH INGTON . l) . C 

R. J. Ferro ~).nut ___ _ 

Lo ng Be ach, California 90802 
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November 13, 1986 

Dear Mr. McAuliffe: 

Nancy and I deeply appreciate your warm and 
kind letter of November S. Nancy especially 
sends a heartfelt thank you for the space 
medallion. She is honored to have it and 
will treasure it. 

Please give our greetings and warm regard to 
Caroline and Scott and, again, our thanks. 
You are all i11 our thoughts and prayers. 

Sincerely, 

HONALO REAGAN 

Mr. Steven J. McAuliffe 
Post Office Box 1415 
Concord, New Hampshire 03301 

RR:AVH:pps 

RR Dictation 
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THE WH\TE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

DATE: 11/14/86 

NOTE FOR: ALFRED H. KINGON 

The President has 

seen ~ 
acted upon 0 
commented upon Kl 

the attached; and it is forwarded to you for your: 

cc: 

information 

action 

David L. Chew 
Staff Secretary 

(x-2702) 

Donald T. Regan 
original to Files 



The President has saen 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I NG TON 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: ALFRED H. KINGON ~ 
SUBJECT: Summary of Bell report: To Secure The Blessings of 

Liberty 

Former Education Secretary Terrel H. Bell heads a 22-member panel 
for the American Association of State Colleges and Universities, 
called the National Commission on the Role and Future of State 
Colleges and Universities. Its report, "To Secure The Blessings 
of Liberty," is basically an attack on the Administration. 

The central recommendation of the report is for a 
Federal aid. As support for this recommendation, 
cites a grab-bag collection of society's troubles 

huge influx of 
the report 
for which 

...,-,\,)higher education could conceivably be the cure. 

~~ CRISIS IN AMERICAN SOCIETY 

7,,/?: The Bell report claims that because of our insufficient ~r. commitment to education, the nation is deeply troubled. Bell 
.:-.~?'f~~· attributes reduced productivity, crime increases, abuse of 
~- freedom, and non-participation in elections to our lack of 

investment in education. Underlying this lack of investment 
• misguided Administration policies: 

are 

~&..>-· Excessive military spending: Bell states "under 
rJ-d""' . ~_.,,._ rationale of priorities do we reduce student aid 
o_,=>J--~~.W9'-federal budget while increasing spending for the 

what 
in the 

0\,.,:;. ~""'""'" military". 

~~ 
~·-

0 Proposed budget reductions for education: "public 
officials who propose budget reductions in 
education ... are unthinkingly abetting an act of 
national suicide ... Their lack of insight and their 
misguided perceptions of the nation's needs contravene 
fundamental democratic values." 

Bell Calls For A Marshall Plan For Higher Education 

o Massive increases in Federal spending for student aid, 
particularly in the form of grants rather than loans. 

o Low college tuitions (implying greater subsidies for 
higher education) to achieve the highest possible 
enrollment. 
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'To Secure the BlessingS of Liberty': Text of Report 

PHOENIX 

Fo/lo ,,,·ing is the text of"To Secure 
the Blessings of Liberty," a report of 
the National Commission on the 

the very necessity for higher learning 
and more opportunity for education . 

Our nation 's economic future, our 
national security, and the education 
of our people i.rc all tied together. 
This structure requires each of the 
elements of the triad as solid support . 
Weakening of one threatens the basic 
strength of the other two. 

on State Colleges' Role 
···Role and Future of State Colleges 

and Unfrersities, to be issued by the 
American Association of State Col­
leges and Universities at its annual 
meeting here this week. 

A Word 
to the American People 
Ignorance is the enemy of democ­

racy . Undeveloped intelligence that 
falls short of potential is a tragedy for 
the nation as well as a catastrophic 
denial of personal opportunity for the 
individual. 

America has far too many people 
whose abilities arc never awakened . 
This staggering waste and dissipa1ion 
of our most precious resource means 
unemployment, unenlightened citi­
zen participation or nonparticipation 
in elections and other processes of 
democracy , reduced productivity, 
and personal stagnation leading to 
frustration , crime, and abuse of free ­
dom. 

This wanton loss occurs because 
the nation is only partially committed 
to educating all of its people at a 
time when our international standing 
is being threatened and our econom­
ic future eroded by highly educat­
ed, highly motivated competitors 
abroad . For the sake of our future 
and in the interest of our humanity 
and civility, we must reorder our pri­
orities to make a full and unequivocal 
commitment to learning. 

Is it enlightened reason to take 
away access to higher education by 
making massive reductions in federal 
and state support of education? Un­
der what rationale of priorities do we 
reduce student aid in the federal 
budget while increasing spending for 
the military? Ironically, the cnor- , 
mous cost of sophisticated and com­
plex weapons that require skilled in­
telligence for utilization as well as ad­
vanced technological competence for 
production and maintenance dictates 

That is why we must have an un­
precedented commitment to educa­
tion . Ignorance is not only costly-it 
is the passageway to a disastrous fall 
from which America may never re­
cover. With a high school dropout 
rate ranging from 25 to 50 per cent, 
and with almost IO per cent of our 
total population functionally illiter­
ate, who can deny that we have a 
massive population of undereducat­
ed people? The United States is using 
up its intellectual capital but not re­
placing it . We must stop acting as 
though this state of affairs does not 
exist. 

Public officials who propose budg­
et reductions in education at a time 
when the republic is handicapped by 
the burden of an undereducated pop­
ulace arc unthinkingly abetting an act 
of national suicide . Their priorities 
are wrong. Their lack of insight and 
their misguided perceptions of the 
nation' s needs contravene funda­
mental democratic values. They 
mock their countrymen who so des­
perately hope for a new era and the 
dawn of a learning society in Amcri-
ca. 

A Gathering Storm 

The National Commission on the 
Role and Future of State Colleges 
and . Universities secs a storm brew­
ing in U. S. public higher education. 
Its turbulence will stir up questions 
about the role and future of state col­
leges and universities, presenting 
them with an unprecedented oppor­
tunity for answers that can place 
them in a position of-national leader­
ship. 

This report identifies some of the 
social, political, economic, and edu­
cational conditions that forecast the 
storm, and proposes a series of poli-

cy recommendations for governmen­
tal and educational leaders to help all 
Americans secure the blessings of 
liberty . 

The storm warnings arc unmistak­
able: Our society is troubled , our 
economy endangered, our democrat­
ic values jeopardized, our interna­
tional leadership threatened, our ed­
ucational system embattled. 
► The nation' s educational pipe­

line is contracting as the high school 
dropout rate mounts to over 25 per 
cent, reaching levels as high as 45-50 
per cent for minorities in disadvan­
taged urban areas . 
► Black college students as a per­

centage of black high school gradu­
ates and Hispanic college students as 
a percentage of Hispanic high school 
graduates have declined annually 
since 1975. 
► By 1990, racial and ethnic mi­

norities will account for 30 per cent 
of all 18-22-year-olds in the United 
States. 
► Despite gains in the_ early 

1970's, at the end of the decade 
blacks still lagged behind whites in 
both attainment and achievement at 
each stage of education from high 

MORE ... 



Text of Report on State Colleges 
school through graduate and profe s 
sional studies. 
► The education reform move­

ment s, while riveting public attention 
on the need to improve quality at 
both the elementary-secondary and 
the collegiate levels, have failed dis­
mall y to address the needs of minor­
ity youth, in many cases resulting in 
the uses of " excellence" and " quali-

::·ty" as code words for denial of ac­
cess and opportunity to blacks. His­
panics , and other racial minorities .· 
► In today's America, there are at 

least 23 million adults who have been 
identified as functional illiterates. In 
addition, some 13 per cent of U.S . 
teenagers , and up to 40 per cent of 
minority adolescents, have been 
found to be functionally illiterate. 
► There are 50 million households 

in the United States where no family 
member holds a bachelor's degree­
and the figure increases annually . 
► An American underclass is 

growing at an alarming rate; as many 
as one-fifth of the nation's children 
are living in poverty , and nearly half 
of poverty households are headed by __ 
single women . 
► There is an appalling increase in 

the frequency of adolescent pregnan­
cies . perpetuating a poverty status 
for females with the greatest need for 
education but the greatest difficulty 
in obtaining it. 
► In an era of tight budgets , funds 

for postsecondary remedial educa­
tion programs, including special 
counseling services needed for disad­
vantaged students, are being sharply 
curtailed. 
► As college costs have skyrock­

eted over the past JO years, including 
the cost of attending public institu­
tions, federal student aid programs 
have failed to keep up, and have lost 
considerable ground in real dollars . 
► Across the land, the pendulum 

of reform in higher education is 
bringing new laws, policies, and reg­
ulations affecting the teaching pro­
fession, academic standards, admis­
sion and graduation requirements , 
testing practices, curricula, finance, 
student services, degree programs, 
administration procedures, govern­
ance, and institutional organization . 
This has meant that in many states, 
faculty members, administrators. 
and trustees at public colleges and 
universities have permitted their re­
sponsibilities for establishing admis• 
sions polices and academic standards 
to erode to the point where such poli­
cies are now being shaped in the po­
litical arena . 

► A nat1onw1ae snonagc OI c1e­
mcntary and secondary school teach­
ers impends and will soon reach cri­
sis proportions in some cities and 
states, with the profession needing 
over one million new teachers by the 
mid-1990s . 
► A dangerous imbalance in fed ­

eral student aid programs exists be­
tween the percentage of federal sup­
port being channeled into grant or 
work-study programs and the per• 
centage devoted to loans . Whereas in 
1980 some 65 per cent of federal stu• 
dent aid was in the form of grants or 
work-study programs, with 35 per 
cent in loans, today that ratio has 
been reversed, with 65 per cent of 
federal support in loan programs. 
Thi5 means that thousands of college 
and university graduates are entering 
the world of work already saddled 
with huge debts in the America of the 
late 1980's. 
► An Education Commission of 

the States (ECS) report found that in 
1985 the number of 14-24-year-olds 

who compose America ' s entry-level 
labor pool is shrinking. while at the 
same time "the number of young 
people who are disconnecting from 
school, work, and the benefits they 
confer is on the rise ." Consequently, 
poorly motivated teen-agers. lacking 
fundamental literacy skills and unac­
quainted with the responsibilities and 
demands of the work world, are "at 
risk of never living up to their poten­
tial , never leading productive adult 
lives. " 
► Recent studies reveal that 

American college students, com­
pared with their peers overseas. are 
poorly informed on global issues and 
lack an understanding of their coun­
try's role in international affairs. 

A 'Marshall Plan' for the States 
These storm signals bode ill for the 

quality of American life . Nothing 
short of a creative state-by-state cf• 
fort to strengthen education at all lev­
els, comparable to the Marshall Plan 
in scope, cost, and dedication, can 
ensure the preservation of our demo• 
cratic legacy for the twenty-first cen­
tury. 

In the judgment of the Commis­
sion, the dimensions of such an effort 
require that : 

(2) 
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► At least 35 per cent ot Amencan 
adults should have a college degree 
by the year 200 I. 
► State colleges and universities 

must assume the Jcadcrship role in 
producing the one million additional 
public school teachers required to 
meet the needs of elementary and 
secondary education during the next 
decade. 
► State colleges and universities 

should direct their academic re­
sources and institutional priorities 
toward working cooperatively with 
public schools and community col­
leges to reduce the high school drop­
out rate by .SO per cent over a 10-ycar 
period. 

In this report, the Commission 
seeks to delineate the role state col­
leges and universities-a U. S. re­
source of immeasurable value-must 
play in the nationwide effort and 
what public leaders must do to help 
those institutions fulfill their role as 
stewards of higher learning. 

The Commission has prepared its 
report, therefore, as an essentially 
political document-political. in the 
broad sense that it is addressed to the 
body politic, both outside and within 
the higher education community . 

The report is intended for anyone 
concerned with public policies af­
fecting state colleges and universi­
ties . And in contemporary America, 
that ought to mean everyone , for 
these arc our nation's mainstream 
campuses-the institutions that 
should be equipped to offer everyone 
who wants to cam a bachelor's de­
gree the opportunity to do so . 

State colleges and universities to­
day form the centerpiece of the U. S. 
public higher education system . 
Chartered to serve the regions and 
the states in which they arc located, 
positioned between the community 
colleges and the land-grant / re­
search universities, the state colleges 
and universities have a pivotal , con­
tinuing role as primarily teaching in­
stitutions and an emerging mission as 
centers for basic and applied re­
search and community service . Their 
continued growth and vitality depend 
on enlightened academic, fiscal, gov­
ernance, and management policies 
developed cooperatively by political 
and educational leaders committed 
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to 1he concepl lhat educalion repre ­
senl s a state 's wisest investment in 
it s future . 

A major test of the viability of 
those policies and the effectiveness 
of that leadership lies just ahead as 
public higher education face s the 
complex of social. economic . tech­
nological , and demographic changes 

" · that are dramatically reshaping 
American society and profoundly af. 
feeling the U. S. role in world affairs . 

The Commission perceives the se 
structural changes in our national life 
as an unprecedented opportunity for 
state colleges and universities-a 
test of their resilience and their abili• 
ly to respond in new and daring ways 
to challenges to fundamental demo­
cratic values , to the imperatives of 
broadening access to higher educa­
tion while sustaining program quali• 
ty, to the urgent needs of business 
and industry in the realm of econom• 
ic development , and to the stark facts 
of international life as an interdepen­
dent world prepares to enter yet an­
other dangerous century. All of these 
challenges will require educational 
and political leadership of the highest 
order. with public policies fashioned 
for the years 2001 and beyond. to 
build a republic of learners . 

Regarding 
Public Higher Education 
and Democratic Values 

Religion, morality , and knowledge . 
being necessary to good government 
and the happiness of mankind, 
schools and the means of education 
shall f orel•er be encouraged . 

-Article Three. The Northwest 
Ordinance , July 1787 

Democracy depends on the in- ' 
formed consent of the governed . Be­
cause experience has taught us that 
being informed cannot be left to 
chance . schooling and education 
have been a focu s of attention in the 
United States from the inception of 
the republic 200 years ago . 

Historicall y , under the 10th 
Amendment to the Constitution . 
public responsibility for the support 
and control of education is vested in 
the states, which have been the basic 
source of laws and charters granted 
to postsecondary institutions during 

the past two centuries . In the na­
tion's earliest times, to be a college 
graduate was to be a part of an elite 
group. It meant that person was ei • 
lhcr rich or bright. As the decades 
went by . the United States came to 
realize that a small, educated elite 
was not consistent with its democrat• 
ic goal s. so public policies were de­
veloped to break down the barriers to 
educational opportunity . 

After establishment of the public 
normal schools in Massachusetts in 
the late 1830s, as America' s frontier 
pushed westward , the early territori­
al legislatures provided for free pub• 
lie colleges that would be equally 
open to all-a concept that received 
great impel us from the passage of the 
Land-Grant Act of 1862 . 

With its emphasis on equity and 
opportunity at all levels, America's I 
public system of education has en- i 

riched our society in every concciv- I 
able way . • 

Educated people bring social and 
economic benefits to the communi- . 
tics and states in which they live . : 
They have learned how to become I 
productive citizens and active , re­
sponsible participants in their coun-
try's affairs . i 

Over and over, public schools and 
colleges have proved to be the well­
spring of democracy . In modem 
times , the GI Bill. the National De­
fense Educat ion Act of 1958, the Su­
preme Court's Brown v. Board of Ed-· 
ucation decision . the Higher Educa­
tion Act of 1965 , and its subsequent 
amendments all attest to that fact. 

Since 1960, an expanded system of 
comprehensive state colleges and 
universities and community colleges 
has extended educational access to 
millions who were previously barred 
from postsecondary education either 
because of stringent restrictions or 
because they could not afford it . Re• 
cently. the se institut ions have de­
signed non-traditional programs ad ­
dressing the learning needs of people 
where they arc-in the work place , 

including active military service-in 
terms of their own educational de vel­
opment. 

Most Americans view education as 
a national investment in the prcser• 
vation and str,=ngthening of social 
values. Since the time of Thomas Jef• 
ferson, our political and govemmen• 
ta! system has been predicated on an 
informed citizenry. 

"I know of no safe depository of 
the ultimate powers of the society but 
the people themselves ," Jefferson 
wrote in 1821, "and ifwe think them 
not enlightened enough to exercise 
their control with a wholesome dis• 
crction , the remedy is not to take it 
from them, but to inform their discre• 
tion by education." 

Between now and the century 
ahead, our citizens will have to make 
sophisticated and enlightened judg• 
ments about complex scientific, 
technical, and moral issues . ranging 

from the international implications of 
acid rain to the development of nu• 
clear anns . 

Access, Equity, Opportunity 
Comprehensive slate colleges and 

universities were developed to make 
higher education accessible to all 
who seek to continue their educa­
tion; affordable. to put a chance to go 
to college within everyone's reach : 
and accountable to the states and 
communities that support them . 

But state colleges and universities 
today face a serious dilemma. Just as 
the concepts of equity and opportuni• 
ty were reinforced by public laws and 
policies . the current efforts to im­
prove the nation ' s educational sys­
tem are guided by an emphasis on the 
need for quality and excellence . 
Therefore , policy makers must face 
the question of how to reconcile the 
divergent forces that may be per-
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ived to exist between the goals of 
ce . h excellence and quality, ~n t e one 
hand. and the goals of equity and op-
portunity , on the other. . 

Without quality in education, the 
nation loses its strength. Without eq­
uity in education , democ~cy ceases 
to function . The Comm1ss1on be-

. lievc;s that ways must be ~ound to 
• :·•manage the excellence / equity equa­

tion so that the boundaries of our 
public higher education_ system are 
extended, not limited . It 1s not neces­
sary to give up the goal of ed~ca­
tional opportunity in order to ac~1eve 
excellence. It is not a case of either­
or but both: "True educational ex­
ceilence in our democracy.·• ~he 
trustees of the Educational Testm_g 
Service have declared, "is not possi­
ble without true educational equity•" 

The 'Low Tuition Principle' 
One means of safeguarding and ex-

panding access to postsecondary ed­
ucation in the public sector is to keep 
tuition at state colleges and univcrsi- • 
tics as low as possible, a principle 
that has undcrgirded the develop­
ment of public higher education from 
earliest times. According to the low­
tuition principle , although costs vary 
from state to state, tuition levels in 
the public sector should encourage, 
rather than deny. access to postsec­
ondary education. The principle is 
based on the concept that society 
recognizes the fundamental values 
inherent in education and that nation­
al survival depends on the nourish­
ment of those values . Accordingly, 
society should bear a significant part 
of the financial cost of a student's 
college education. 

The parental generation pays, pri­
marily through state and federal tax­
es, for the education of the younger 
generation who attend public post­
secondary institutions . Then, mem­
bers of the younger generation, as 
college graduates, enter the work 
force, cam income, quickly become 
taxpayers, and in their productive 
years pay, in turn, for the public 
higher education of the members of 
the next generation. 

Society's investment in education 
is thus constantly renewed: by pay­
ing taxes, each generation accepts 
the responsibility to increase educa­
tional opportunity for successive 

generations . The Commission views 
the low-tuition principle in higher ed­
ucation as an extension of the free 
public elementary and secondary 
school system, an extension that be­
comes all the more necessary as 
America's technological and social 
complexity increases, confronting 
society and education with new prol>­
lcms. 

Several of these problems arc high­
lighted by current demographic data 
showing that the highest birthrate, 
the lowest high school graduation 
nate the lowest rate of participation 
in hlghcr education, and th~ high~st 
incarceration rate all descnbe a sin­
gle subset of the U.S. population­
the growing underclass . Further-

more, the data on the nation's more 
advantaged populations indicate that 
the traditional family structure of just 
two decades ago is changing drasti­
cally, including vastly increased 
numbers of women in the work force, 
posing dislocations of traditional val­
ues and adding to the nation's dilem­
ma. 

The Commission recommends 
that, in formulating long-range plans 
for public higher education, state pol­
icy makers strive to keep tuition lev­
els at state colleges and universities 
as low as possible, and that faculty 
members, administrators, and trust­
ees at those institutions incorporate a 
commitment to "the low-tuition prin­
ciple" in policies relating to institu­
tional accessibility. 

Low tuition levels require appro­
priation of state tax funds sufficient 
to attract and retain highly qualified 
faculty members, purchase up-to-

date equipment, utilize modern in­
structional technology, and other­
wise ensure that requirements for 
maintaining academic quality are 
met. 

Higher Education 
and Public Service 

u. s. higher education has a long 
history of preparing y~ung adults for 

• responsible civic lead~rship . Ho~e~­
cr, in recent years, with the nation s 
problems becoming more complex, 
social scientists and other educators 
have observed that the interest of 
college students in their obliga_tio_ns 
as citizens appears to have d1mm­
ishcd. 

CONTINUED ... 

More and more of them, studies -
show, arc preoccupied with perso~al 
goals and career aspirati~ns, w~th 
such preoccupations bemg rem­
forced by curricula that overstress 
vocationalism and undcrstress the 

responsibili!ics of citizenship in a de­
mocracy. 

To counter this trend, a number of 
public and private colleges and uni­
versities have begun to provide stu­
dents with the opportunities to par­
ticipate in public and community 
service activities as part of their un­
dergraduate experience. Institutional 
encouragement of students to take 
advantage of such opportunities ben­
efits society as a whole by extending 
education, by inducing individual 
participation in the political process, 
and bv enhancing student under­
standi~g of the general welfare. 

"Public and community service," 
the Education Commission of the 
States (Ecs) has reported, "can do 
more than any academic seminar to 
counter provincialism and imbue (in 
students) a sense of responsibility to 
others ." 

The social and educational value of 

public and community ser:'icc, in the 
Commission's judgment , 1s clear. It 
is a concept that should form the nu­
cleus of !he general education com­
ponent ofa student's learning experi­
ence, a value basic to enlightened 
citizenship. The Commission recom­
mends, therefore, that state colleges 
and universities recognize the value 
of student participation in public and 
community service activities and 
make every effort to integrate public 
and community service into the un­
dergraduate curriculum . 

Regarding 
Educational Opportunity 

in the United States 
In these days, it is doubtful that any 
child may reasonably be expected to 
succeed in life if he is denied the op-

Mo re ... 

33. 



Text of Report on State Colleges 
(5.) 

CONTINUED ... 

-
portuniry <>I an educarion . Such an 
opporruniry , where rhe srare has un­
derraken ro pro,•ide ir . is a righr 
,.-Jiich musr be made available on 
equal Terms . 

-The Supreme Court 
of the United State s , 

in Brmrn v. Board of Educarion, 1954 

. In a society in which knowledge is 
' ~·a solirce of wealth, deprivation of ac­

cess to higher education is a form of 
bondage . The social. economic. po­
litical. and cultural complexity of a 
contemporary America requires a 
much higher level of education for 
everyone than ever before envi­
sioned. Entry level jobs in the in­
creasingly technical service econo­
my require advanced levels of knowl­
edge and skills . Yet only 19 per cent 
of adults over 25 in this country have 
a bachelor's degree . 

Only 8.8 per cent of black Ameri­
cans. 7.8 per cent of Hispanic Ameri­
cans. and less than 1.5 per cent of 
Native Americans have a bachelor's 
degree. Nearly 50 million America!) 
families have never had a college· 
graduate in their households . 

While minority communities are 
the most rapidly growing segment of 
our population , their rates of partici­
pation in higher education. except for 
Asian Americans. are actually de­
clining. 

To arrest this dangerous trend. we 
must ensure that all individuals who 
aspire to earn a bachelor·s degree 
have the opportunity to attempt to 
fulfill that aspiration . Indeed, in or­
der for the United States to maintain 
a leadership position in the world. 
and for its faltering economy to re­
gain its strength in the face of interna­
tional competition . at least 35 per 
cent of American adults should have 
a college degree by the year 200 I . 

To accept this challenge, state col­
leges and universities will have to 
embark on an educational venture 
without precedent. Over the next 10 
years. these institutions will have 
major responsibility to produce one 
million public school teachers capa­
ble of working with the most diverse 
group of students ever to enter Amer­
ica ·s schools. 

The state colleges and universities 
will have to direct their academic re­
sources and efforts toward working 
with the public schools and the com­
munity colleges to cut the high school 
dropout rate in half by 1996. 

Only by deliberately reaching out 
into the elementary and secondary 

schools and helping to salvage those 
students who might otherwise drop 
out will the nation be able to produce 
the numbers of college-educated 
people needed for the next century . 

Responding to this challenge re­
quires acknowledgment and accep­
tance : (a) by faculty members, of the 
necessity to become more skilled and 
adept in the assessment of student 
learning and progress; (b) by legisla­
tors and institutional leaders, of the 
imperative to respond effectively to 
the diverse educational needs of the 
nation's rapidly growing popula­
tions--minorities and new immi­
grants; (c) by public policy makers 
and college administrators, of the 
need to maintain educational support 
programs, often called remedial edu­
cation. to overcome handicaps of 
earlier academic preparation that 
may have been weak or inadequate; 
(d) by the nation as a whole, of the 
need to produce multilingual citizens 
for a multilingual society and interde­
pendent world; (e) by public officials. 
of the great national asset repre-

sented by the number and diversity 
of state colleges and universities . 

One Million Teachers 
Nowhere is there a greater need for 

leadership in higher education than in· 
the preparation of teachers for the 
nation's public schools. The rapidly 
changing demographic structure of 
our society is creating serious short­
ages of teachers at all levels from ear­
ly childhood education through the 
high school disciplines . Bilingual and 
multilingual teachers have been re­
cruited in Europe, for example, to fill 
this year's positions in American 
schools . 

Just to keep the doors of the public 
schools open, this country will need 
one million new elementary and sec­
ondary teachers, educational special­
ists , and school administrators to be 
trained and placed over the next 10 
years . With their historic roots as 
teacher education institutions, 
America's state colleges and univer­
sities are the sector of higher educa­
tion with the primary responsibility 
and capacity for meeting this need . 

Working in close cooperation with 
the public schools and teacher orga­
nizations, state colleges and univer­
sities must : 
► ensure that the academic prepa­

ration of teachers meets the highest 
standards expected by the schools 
and by the public ; 

► attract more talented student s. . 
including greater numbers of minor-
ity students , into the teaching profes­
sion ; 
► work in collaboration with 

teachers in the classrooms at all lev­
els to solve prac~cal problems of im­
proving their teaching skills . devel­
oping better methods of student as­
sessment, developing more effective 
curricula, and enhancing student mo­
tivation for learning. 

This commitment cannot be made 
or fulfilled by schools or colleges of 
education alone. It must be made by 
all departments and disciplines and 
reinforced at the top levels of institu­
tional leadership . Every faculty 
member should be held responsible 
for making a contribution to raising 
the level and quality of public educa­
tion to meet the needs of the next 
century. 

Because the crisis in teacher edu­
cation is national in scope, the Com­
mission recommends that Congress 
reinstitute the student loan forgive­
ness program for college graduates 
entering the teaching profession . 

Frontiers in Facilitating 
and Assessing Student Learning 

Recent criticisms of higher educa­
tion have centered on the weakness­
es in generic skills that many college 
graduates reveal . Some state col­
leges and universities have raised 
their entrance standards to ensure 
that all students will perform at a pre­
determined level, and most rely on 
traditional course tests and national­
ly standardized examinations to 
chart student progress . These ap­
proaches to assessment mask the 
need to search continuously for ped­
agogical techniques that facilitate 
learning. Such approaches also ex­
clude many capable students from 
the opportunity to achieve an educa­
tion . 

State colleges and universities 
should be in the forefront of the 
movement to develop more effective 
methods of assessing the educational 
progress of students . 

Assessment should be seen pri­
marily as a means of enhancing the 
effectiveness of educational pro-
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grams . not just as a means of demon­
strating academic qualit y. 

Because the Commission is con­
vinced that much of vital importance 
has yet to be learned and understood 
about the instructional value of as­
sessment and it s use . it recommends 
that state college and university fac ­
ulties assign high priority to research 

: ,on pe~agogy at all levels ; develop co-
• herent plans for determining when , 
where , and to what extent each stu­
dent should demonstrate progress 
toward an agreed-upon set of bache­
lor's degree-level skills ; and, paral­
leling such measures, design instruc­
tional strategies to correct deficien­
cies and to assist students to achieve 
at higher levels . 

Institutional Diversity 
Responding to the challenges in­

herent in meeting different needs and 
developing diverse talents cannot be 
accomplished by a monolithic design 
of higher education. Similarly, no 
single institution can be expected to 
offer the complete variety of courses·. 
that would permit it to respond to 
every challenge . It should not be sur­
prising . therefore . that Americar. 

higher education is by an y yardstick 
the most diversified in the world . It s 
institutions are large and small , ur­
ban and rural. public and private , 
two-year. four-year, graduate , and 
professional. They may emphasize 
graduate and research programs, un­
dergraduate teach ing , or cooperative 
programs with industry . Their stu­
dents may be hi storically or predomi­
nantly from minority groups. The 
foregoing characteristics combine in 
various ways at institutions having 
two-year or four-year degree pro­
grams that range from primarily tech ­
nical to broad and comprehensive 
curricula. 

State colleges and universit ies are 
characterized by diversity . Even 
when two such institutions may at 
first glance appear similar. signifi­
cant differences emerge-between 
their special curricula (for example , 
Canadian Studies versus Afghan 
Studies , or pure mathematics versus 
mathematics education) ; the ir stu­
dent body (residential versus com­
muting) ; purely undergraduate ver­
sus graduate ; or the socioeconomic 
compositions of their campu ses . In 
this fashion each state strives within 

its own higher education governance 
framework to provide and ensure 
maximum educational opportunity 
for its citizens. It is essential . there­
fore , that every effort be made to 
maintain such distinctions among in­
stitutions and their curricular and in­
structional programs. Maintaining di­
versity results in the cultural and 
economic enrichment of the commu­
nities and regions the institutions are 
chartered to serve . 

Within the context of institutional 
diversity, special attention is due the 
significant role the 34 public histori­
cally black institutions have played 
and are expected to play . Established 
at a time when no other higher educa­
tional opportunities were available to 
the vast majority of black students, 
they have helped this country benefit 
from the development of talents 
among black Americans . They have 
done so under the most adverse con­
ditions and in ways bordering on the 
miraculous . They have had to func­
tion in a manner that embodies the 
essential merits of access and oppor­
tunity. 

Because our society still needs 
much progress before black youn~ 

people of traditional college age can 
find at any campus of their choice an 
environment conducive to their edu­
cational and personal development, 
the historically black institutions will 
continue to occupy an important 
niche among higher education insti­
tutions in serving their historical cli­
entele . 

Enrolling approximately 27 per 
cent of all black students in public 
four-year institutions, the historical­
ly black public institutions today 
must be regarded as playing an ex­
panded role in public postsecondary 
education. They must be recognized 
as having the same kind of regional 
significance in regard to applied re­
search and community service that 
pertains to any other state college or 
university . Their experiences have 
maik them reservoirs of skills and 

• understanding for teaching and nur­
turing underpreparcd students . They 
have at the same time moved into the 
mainstream of higher education, as 
evidenced by the proportions of their 
graduates who have proceeded to 
earn doctoral degrees . They possess 
a rich heritage which, through proper 
recognition and support , will contin­
ue to strengthen and increase access 
to higher education. 

CONTINUED ... 

hmedia.l Education 

Remedial education is not new to 
American higher education and has 
existed since 1636. Colleges have 
provided it for every wave of immi­
gration and for every new group of 
students for 350 years . Freshman 
composition programs, for example, 
have always included , at least in part, 
remedial spelling, grammar, and rhe­
torical instruction. Compensatory ef­
forts have long been made to over­
come the lack of certain mathemati­
cal skills . Such efforts have been 
accepted without indictments, given 
the large differences in the levels of 
development of school districts 
around the country, and have greatly 
helped to ensure graduation by those 
admitted to college. 

Now, as society becomes ever 
more diverse, the number and type of 
educational disparities have in­
creased, and with them, the increas­
ing need for appropriate remedial 
programs. 

Recently immigrated students , for 
example , while they may be fully 
qualified for higher education, must 
continue to become proficient in the 
English language while pursuing 
their studies. Students from inade­
quate rural or inner-city high schools 
may be deficient in oral communica­
tions skills. Students talented in the 
arts may need help in mastering the 
sciences. Almost all students need 
specific assistance in written expres­
sion. But these deficiencies ought not 
to be permitted to destroy a student's 
opportunity to pursue a higher edu­
cation. 

For the foreseeable future , state 
colleges and universities must plan to 
provide remedial instruction. Recog­
nizing that the foundation c,f college 
persistence and achievement is solid 
academic preparation in high school, 
state colleges and universities should 
make a concentrated effort to reduce 
the incidence of postsecondary re­
medial education by becoming more 
actively and directly involved in the 
preparation of high school students 
for college study. 

More school / college cooperative 
programs should be developed that 
not only stimulate the talented, but 
also guide , enrich, and raise the per­
formance levels of underpcrforming 
students . 

This process ought to include joint 
meetings of college and high school 
faculty members and administrators 
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and a sharing of data on student per• 
fonnance . 

Fmancing Opportunity for All 

Basic to our country's approach to 
education is the pivotal idea that the 
blessings of liberty should not be de• 
pendent on social class . 

It is, indeed, a moral tenet in 
: :· America that a class-based society is 

wrong. 
One of the goals of the concept of 

universal education that has guided 
the development of public elemen­
tary, secondary, and higher educa­
tion systems is to equip each individ­
ual to "break out" of underclass sta• 
tus-to "be all that you can be." 

If educational opportunity is sti­
fled, if the chance to go to college is 
placed beyond the reach of large 
numbers of high school graduates, 
we will produce an elitist system of 
higher education-the very danger 

the state colleges and universities 
were created to guard against . 

The GI Bill affirmed the trcmcn.: 
dous dividend the American people 
could earn on their investment in 
e~panding educational opportuni­
ties . Then, beginning with the Eisen• 
howcr Administration, the nation 
achieved political consensus on cs• 
tablishmcnt • of a federal student fi. 
nancial aid program to enable more 
students to go to college, so that 
qualified men and women who want· 
ed to continue their education be­
yond high school, but who could not 
afford to do so, would not be denied 
that opportunity. 

Over the years, spanning the presi­
dencies of Kennedy, Johnson. Nix­
on, Ford, and Carter, such federal 
aid took the form of Pell grants, 
loans, and work-study programs, and 
the resultant investment in Amcri­
ca 's economic future has grown. Our 

economy has been strengthened, our 
security safeguarded, and our socie­
ty nourished . Stud.:nts from families 
in all walks of life have benefited 
from that financial aid program . Sev­
enty-five per cent of all student aid 
available in U.S. colleges and uni­
versities today. in both the public and 
private sectors, is federal aid. 

Tragically for the American peo­
ple, the federal student financial aid 
program today is on the chopping 
block in Washington. In 1981, the 
value of the federal student assis­
tance program was challenged by the 
new Administration, which began to 
recommend deep cutbacks in the an­
nual congressional appropriations 
supporting it. So effective has been 
that challenge that in the last five 
years federal student financial assis• 
tancc purchasing power was cut by 
2.5 per cent. 

The current Administration, in 

other words, seeks to cut student fi. 
nancial aid in order to help reduce the 
deficit. But increases in student aid 
have not added to the deficit. In fact, 
from 1980 to 1986 the federal deficit 
doubled in constant dollars while fed­
eral expenditures for education at all 
levels declined by 16 per cent. 

In addition, because of increases in 
college tuition, the percentage offcd­
eral student aid awarded as grants 
has declined, while reliance on stu• 
dent loans has grown, to the point 
where college graduates today are 
burdened with debts in excess of 
$10,000 before they enter the work 
place. The nation has embarked on 
an indentured student policy to fi­
nance higher education . 

Congress should take steps to pro­
vide sufficient funds for student fi. 
nancial assistance to rectify the exist­
ing imbalance in the federal financial 
aid program so that the amount of 
assistance channeled into grants and 
work-study would be at least equal to 
that appropriated for student loans . 

Our national investment in higher 
education is not part of the deficit 
problem. Instead, it ·is part of the so­
lution . An educated populace is a 
productive populace, earning and re­
turning a portion of that earning pow­
er to society in the form of taxes. 
Education is not a luxury; we cannot 
be strong either militarily or econom­
ically unless we arc also strong edu­
cationally . 

Public policy makers will know 
that all individuals who aspire to cam • 
a bachelor's degree shall have gained 
the opportunity to do so , when : (I) 

cost is not a barrier; (2) minorities arc 
participating in and completing high­
er education at rates that match their 
proportions in, the population; (3) 
substantial attention is given to elimi­
nating limitations of access for those 
having physical disabilities; and (4) 
adult learners, and particularly single 
parents, find no roadblocks based on 
age or gender hindering their access 
to higher education. 

Regarding 
Higher Education and 

Economic Development 
Our nation's universities and schools 
have a vital role to play in revitalizing 
Amuica's competitiveness . . .. 
Without strong educational institu­
tions, the United States will not be 
able to capitalize on our key potential 
strengths in technology and human 
resources . 

-The President's Commission 
on Industrial Competitiveness, 

January 1985 

Historically, America's economic 
growth-and thus its national securi­
ty-has been inextricably linked to 
the development of human resources 
and the applications of advances in 
research and technology to every 
sector of the nation's business and 
industry. 

The greatest threat to the future 
security and well-being of our nation 
is the waste of human beings through ' 
their inadequate education. Our 
country must chart a path toward ex­
cellence, with policies that encour­
age all individuals to pcrfonn at the 
peak of their abilities, or risk becom­
ing economically subordinate to 
those countries willing to do so. 

The map of every state is dotted 
with economic backwaters where ed­
ucational levels arc low, unemploy­
ment is high, and prospects for 
growth arc dim. State and local lead­
ers know that such communities, 
whether rural or urban, will never at­
tract new economic activity unless 
these conditions arc turned around . 
Recent studies show that in a busi­
ness decision to relocate, such fac­
tors as the quality of the public 
schools, local higher education and 
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cultural centers, and communica­
tions facilities arc often as important 
as access to raw materials, markets, 
or cheap labor. 

State colleges and universities 
have a vital role to play. both in im­
proving the quality of public educa­
tion in their respective states and re­
gions . and in stimulating the business 
climate through the application of 
,knowledge resources to business 
'problems. 

Investment in Human Capital 
Experience and common sense tell 

us that educated people: 

► bring economic benefits to their 
communities and states, 
► get better jobs, 
► cam higher wages, 
► pay more taxes, 
► stimulate America's cultural,• 

intellectual, and scientific progress, 
and 
► become more productive and 

responsible citizens. 
Today's state colleges and univer­

sities arc the generators of the serv­
ice economy. training professionals·. 
in business. computer science, engi­
neering. health, teaching. and other 
service sectors with growing needs · -
for well-educated personnel. By pro­
viding access to professional careers 
for the broadest cross-section of 
Americans, including women and 
members of minority and immigrant 
groups. public colleges and universi­
ties represent a pathway into the 
American mainstream for individuals 
and families who would otherwise 
not have the opportunity to make this 
step, thus helping to ensure the sta­
bility of our free economy and our 
democratic government. 

Policy makers should do all in their 
power to keep the college doors 
open, both literally and figuratively . 
Closing the doors of a college or uni­
versity devalues the state's human 
capital portfolio and removes its re­
lOUrccs from those available for in­
vestment in future economic growth 
-a shortsighted solution to a long­
term problem. 

When a decision is reached to 
close a state college or university , 
such action should be taken only as a 
last resort-only if the state is certain 
that its educational investment is be­
ing reinvested elsewhere, and only if 
access to higher education opportu­
nities is not being foreclosed . 

Partnen in Regional 
Economic Development 

State colleges and universities link 
the country in a network of knowl­
edge available for application to 
problems of regional economic de­
velopment. 

They help governments and indus­
tries find new uses for old resources 

to make a region's economy more se­
cure. 

A recent study by SIU International 
provides myriad examples of the pos­
itive impact colleges and universities 
have on the economy of their re­
gions, expanding human capital 
through education and training, gen­
erating new technologies, new prod­
ucts, and new services through basic 
and applied research, and helping 
businesses maintain their competi­
tive edge by sharing knowledge re­
sources and transferring innovations 
from sector to sector throughout our 
economy. 

State governments should examine 
the role that public higher education 
can play in regional economic devel­
opment , including the possible ex­
pansion of institutional responsibil­
ities in the areas of research and pub­
lic service. 

Higher education institutions, both 
public and private, can and should 
help governments and business 
achieve economic development goals 
through: 
► Economic Research and Analy­

sis, including gathering and housing 
regional economic data, and assisting 
governments and business with data 
analysis, 
► Technical Assistance, through 

faculty consulting or centers orga­
nized to assist businesses to increase 
their competitiveness, 
► Research and Development. in­

cluding cooperative research with 
business and industry. 
► Technology Transfer, applying 

knowledge, expertise, and techno­
logical developments to new sectors 
ofth~ economy, 
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► New Business Development, 
including business incubators, and 

l university entrepreneurship that 
stimulates local business. 

But efforts by individual institu­
tions and the states alone will not en­
sure that our country's economy will 
be internationally competitive. Con­
gress should crca\c a national pro­
gram to enhance the role of colleges 
and universities in community serv­
ice and economic development. Such 
a program should encourage the in-

volvement of higher education insti­
tutions with government, labor. busi­
ness, and industry in planning, re­
search, and development activities 
that promote expansion and reten­
tion of jobs and foster linkages that 
contribute to regional, state, and na­
tional economic growth . 

Adult and Continuing Education 
There is little need to search be­

yond the fact of the increasing aver­
age age of those who enroll in college 
to be convinced that state colleges 
and universities must address the ed­
ucational requirements of individuals 
older than 25. New careers, more ef­
fective participation by citizens, con­
tinued intellectual vitality, single par­
enthood, women reentering the work 
force, expansion of leisure activi­
ties-all have been noted as sources 
of the increase in college participa­
tion by adults . 

Economic shifts, plant closings, 
and depressions in the local economy 
create a particularly poignant need to 
which public colleges and universi­
ties can respond through retraining 
adult workers for new occupations or 
upgrading their skills to improve pro­
ductivity . 

In order to respond to these needs , 
state colleges and universities should 
restructure their modes of delivery of 
instruction and services to give adult 
and part-time students full access to 
undergraduate and graduate pro­
grams. Specifically. institutions com• 
mitted to serving adult learners 
should build on tested cooperative 
models : work-study programs, in­
su:uctional television. instruction at 
the work place, and faculty-<iesigned 
computer-aided instruction . 

77. 
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Access to continuing education 
programs should be provided in all 
regions of the states, to give working 
people the chance to pursue job ad­
vancement while fulfilling their civic 
and family responsibilities . 

To ensure that working adults have 
meaningful access to such programs, 
the federal government should ex­
tend financial aid on a full-parity ba-

_. .-is to.all part-time and adult students . 

Re.earch 
Research as a process of rational 

and creative inquiry leads to new 

ideas, concepts, understandings, and 
products . 

Because successful, high-quality 
research depends at its core on the 
developed skills of critical thinking 
and reasoning through analysis and 
synthesis, it is both an integral part 
and an outcome of higher educa­
tion . 

There has long been an underesti­
mation of the place of both basic and 
applied research at state colleges and 
universities . . 

People arc often surprised to learn · 
that research at state colleges and 
universities has resulted in break­
throughs in such areas as robotics, 
artificial intelligence, and biotechnol­
ogy, in addition to the excellent so­
cial science and historical research 
and creative scholarly activity fo. 
cused on the states and communities 
they serve. 

The talents among the faculty and 
students at these institutions have 
been underestimated and therefore, 
underutilized. Over time, however, 
state colleges and universities have 
expanded the array of people who 
have the ability not only to do re­
search themselves but also to teach 
research skills . 

The contributions that can be 
made by state colleges and universi­
ties to the economic development of 
their regions, as well as the state and 
the nation at large, depend on the ex­
tent to which business and govern­
ment can capitalize on the knowledge 
and achievements of their faculties 
through research, as well as teaching 
and service . 

In the future, comprehensive state 
colleges and universities can be ex­
pected to continue to be involved in 
innovative research without becom­
ing replicas of the research universi­
ties . 

Research programs at state col­
leges and universities should contin­
ue to be developed, not only to meet 

• the increasing needs of business and 
industry, but also to enhance state 
and regional information resources 
and to improve the quality of life . 
Such programs promote private-sec­
tor employment by developing a rc­
gion 's natural resources in an envi­
ronmentally sound manner, while at 
the same time adapting new technol-

ogies to a region's specific economic 
needs . 

Regarding American 
Higher Education in 

an Interdependent World 
No child should grow to adulthood in 
America without realizing the prom­
ise and the peril of the world beyond 
our borders. Progress made in teach­
ing about world affairs must not lag 
behind progress made in other areas 
of American education. 

-President Lyndon Johnson's 
Message to Congress 

accompanying the International 
Education Act, 1966 

In 1984-85, U. S. higher education 
was the object of three major cri­
tiques examining the state of affairs 
on the nation 's campuses , ranging 
from the quality of instruction 
through the performance of students 
to the scope of the curriculum. Al­
though the repo11s from the National 
Endowment for the Humanities, the 
Association of American Colleges , 
and the National Institute of Educa­
tion varied in emphasis, their princi­
pal message was essentially the 
same: 

America ·s colleges and universi­
ties have become too utilitarian, too 
vocational in their orientation, too 
parochial in their world outlook, with 
their curricula incoherent and in a 
state of disarray . Campuses have be­
come "supermarkets." the critics 
charged, with narro'."" specialties the 
order of the day and the humanities 
on the decline . 

Perhaps most alarming were the 
warnings in all three studies that 
American college students in the 
closing years of the 20th century arc 
seriously deficient in their knowl­
edge of world affairs and their coun­
try's role in the international scene . 

Many colleges and universities in 
both the public and private sectors -
were found to be woefully inade­
quate in giving students an opportu­
nity to study the languages and cul ­
tures of other nations ; tests revealed 
Americans from all walks of life to be 
shockingly ignotant of the political, 
economic, and &oeial forces that 
shape our interdependent world . 

In examinations administered by 
the Educational Testing Service, for 
example, college students were 
shown to be lacking in understanding 
such realities of international life as : 
the relationship of the U. S. economy 
to the Organization of Petroleum Ex­
pol1ing Countries (OPEC); the causes 
of inadequate nutrition as a global 
problem; the comparative world 
membership of Islam and Christian­
ity; the current patterns of world 
bi11h rates and death rates; the rea­
sons for the lack of substantial prog­
ress toward world peace during the 
20th century; the significance of na­
tionalism as a political force; or the 
meaning of sovereignty. 

The realities of today's world 
make it essential that there be a 
strong international dimension to our 
educational system from grade 
school through graduate school. Jct 
travel has put us only a few hours 
from any point on the globe. Televi­
sion satellite transmissions bring acts 
of terrorism instantaneously into our 
living rooms. Indeed, the interna­
tional perspective of many of our citi­
zens is distol1cd by the constant flow 
of news about international violence. 
The economic, cultural, and political 
events that constitute international 
relations arc submerged by more sen­
sational news . Yet our long-tcrrn sur­
vival depends on ability to live in the 
absence of war, not in its presence. 

While the United States and other 
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advanced industrialized countries 
reap the benefits of modem technol­
ogy some 800 million people m the 
Thi~d World , according to the World 
Bank , currentl y live at l~vels that can 
only be described as abJect povert~. 
Conversely. technology transf~r- 1s 
creating new economic compet1t1on 

: :·1n the· developing countries. We only 
need look at our stores and homes to 
see evidence of the development of 
Korea, Hong Kong, Taiwan, S!nga­
pore, and other Pacific Rim nat1?ns . 
World problems such as stramed 
trade relations, dwindling resou~es, 
overpopulation, hunger, polluuon, 
energy, poveny, lack of adequate 
communication, inflation, and war 
all require international solutions. 

Our lack of knowledge about other 
cultures can seriously undermine the 
nation's foreign policy. Americans 
arc prone to assume--quite errone­
ously--that our economy and our 
technology arc the envy of the rest of 
the world and that if underdeveloped 
countries would only follow the U. S,. 
example, they would discover these­
crets of economic progress. Yet only 
a short time ago in Iran, that assump­
tion was perceived to be directly 
counter to the basic tenets of the 
Moslem religion and Iranian culture, 
and it ripped American policy to 
shreds. 

How many U. S. college graduates 
since World War II were ever ex­
posed to courses dealing wit~ Islamic 
cultures? How many Amcncans to­
day understand the religious roots of 
the war between Iran and Iraq? How 
many of us had even a casual knowl­
edge about Southeast Asia before the 
early 1960's? Or about Korea before 
1950? Or, for that matter, about Ja­
pan before 1941? Yet in our ti~c 
Americans have fought three wars m 
the Pacific basin with little or no 
grasp of the enemy's history, lan­
guage, religious beliefs. or culture . 

Strengthening 
International Education 

The Commission believes that to­
day's international environment con­
fronts U.S. educators with a three­
fold challenge: 

First, to provide students with an 
international perspective that re­
ftccts the world as it is today in realis­
tic social, political, cultural, and eco­
nomic terms; 

Second, to provide students with 
international communications skills 
which will enable them to think, be­
have, and work effectively in a world 
of rapid change ; 

lltird , to assist, through research, 
technical assistance, study, and in­
ternational service programs, in the 
resolution of international problems 
with the same commitment that edu­
cational institutions now address do­
mestic issues . 

In the Commission's judgment, a 
critical leadership responsibility for 
sensitizing Americans and their 
elected state and national officials to 
the urgent tasks ahead in the area of 
international education rests with 
faculty members and administrators 
in state colleges and universities. 
These institutions arc regionally 
based, with roots in every comer of 
the land. Many of them have already 
demonstrated extraordinary capabil­
ities in developing outstanding inter­
national programs; vinually every 
state has at least one such institution 
with a history of overseas ties and 
commitments, experiences that 
should be shared across states or re­
gions. 

These prototype international pro­
grams gauge the extent to which a 
campus has developed a global per­
spective, not only in the humanities 
and social sciences , but also in the 

total institutional curriculum. They 
offer an opportunity to encourage the 
expansion of foreign language and 
undergraduate area studies pro­
grams, not just for social science ma­
jors, but also for students in busi­
ness, engineering, the health profes­
sions, and other preprofessional 
fields. Their guiding premise should 
be that all students in the university 
should have a chance to develop an 
understanding of other cultures, non­
Western as well as Western . 

Most imponant for state colleges 
and universities, which graduate 
over 50 per cent of the teachers annu­
ally ccnified in the United States , is 
the n.c:ed to concentrate on improving 
international education programs for 
future teachers in the nation's public 
schools. Some studies brought to the 
Commission's attention disclose that 
many social studies teachers today 
are ill-informed regarding world af­
fairs . In overcoming this "teacher 
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parochialism" in the intc~ati?nal 
area, state colleges and universities 
must not overlook the imperative to 
provide opponunitics for i~tcma­
tional experiences for low-mcomc 
students . 

Every scholar who has studied the 
international education field empha­
sizes the importance of the insti­
tutional mission statement in framing 
a campus "world outlook." The 
four Commission-sponsored regional 
seminars in March and April 1986 
urged that the development of such 
a statement should involve trus­
tees, administrators, faculty mem­
bers, and professional advisers from 
other colleges, as well as from 
abroad . A well-conceived mission 
statement, in the Commission's opin­
ion, provides a particularly strong in­
centive to implement international 
programs in various professional 
fields, as well as in the liberal arts. 

International Education 
and U.S. Foreign Policy 

At the federal level, the Commis­
sion believes that the support of edu­
cation for international understand­
ing should be a fundamental , ongoing 
component of U.S. foreign policy, 
and that initiatives in support of in­
ternational education should be un­
dertaken on four fronts : 

First, that state colleges and uni­
versities lead the academic commu-

nity in renewing and strengthening 
higher education's tics with t~e 
Peace Corps. which were so strong m 
the 1960' s and early 1970's, but 
which have languished in recent 
years . One possibility might be a 
compact in which public postsecond­
ary institutions would ag~ec over a 
long period of time to hnk_ Peace 
Corps service with academic pro­
grams for credit and to support Peace 
Corps recruiting in fields such as 
teaching and community develop­
ment. State colleges and universities 
would also continue to serve as train­
ing sites for Peace Corps Volunteers 
recruited for service overseas. 

Mo re •• • 



Text of Report on State Colleges 

Second . that state colleges and 
universities develop internationally 
oriented courses of study adapted to 
the special educational needs of busi­
ness. industrial, professional. and 
military personnel scheduled for 
work abroad , particularly emphasiz­
ing language and area studies and 

: ... courses in intercultural understand­
• ing _. 

Third, that Congress establish a 
national foundation or trust for inter­
national education, both undergradu-- . . .... -
ate and graduate, along the lines of 
the National Science Foundation and 
the National Endowments for the 
Arts and Humanitics--a partnership 
effort involving the academic, indus­
trial. and governmental communi­
ties. 

Fourth, that Congress authorize a 
long-term student exchange program 
designed to bring vastly increased 
numbers of Third World students to 
study in the United States and to pro­
vide American students with the op-
portunity to study abroad . •. 

This concept is rooted in the con­
viction that faculty and student ex­
change programs constitute vital cle­
ments in America's continuing role 
as an international leader. It also rec­
ognizes that, given the financial stric­
tures under which the states will be 
operating for the foreseeable future , 
international education must be pur­
sued as a direct, continuing responsi­
bility of the federal government. The 
proposal is predicated on the as­
sumption that our country would be 
far wiser and more prudent to export 
education today then run the risk of 
importing revolution tomorrow. 

A Word to State Colleges 
and Universities 

Tacit acceptance of old assump­
tions about higher education leads to 
hardening of institutional arteries . 
The world of this century has 
changed profoundly and rapidly . I! is 
to that changed world that higher ed­
ucation must respond . Hardened ar­
teries can only inhibit an institution's • 
capacity to respond . 

Preventive measures must be tak­
en. For this reason, the Commission 
calls for bold steps-steps sufficient­
ly bold and large that our imagina­
tions and resolve will be stretched to 
limits heretofore , perhaps, unthink­
able. We call for a state-by-state ef­
fort comparable to that of the Mar­
shall Plan of the 1940's and 1950's . 
Such an achievement will entail a 

combined and concerted undertaking 
by higher education leaders and the 
makers of public policy. 

The Commission's thinking has led 
it time and time again to repeat the 
proposition that all education is 
an investment in people . Evidence 
grows that the return on that invest­
ment is real and substantial. We be­
lieve that the call must now be for a 
dramatically increased investment at 
the level of higher education. Educa­
tional practices and public policies 
must work together toward increas­
ing the investment and making its 
dividends widely available. 

Old assumptions that impede this 
effort must be either rejected or mod­
ified. Assuming that higher educa­
tion will focus principally on " tradi­
tional" students ; assuming that mod­
em technology will have little impact 
on modes of teaching and learning; 
assuming that state colleges and uni­
versities will and should return to a 
condition of "laissez-faire" autono­
my; or assuming that it will be impos­
sible to find the resources to respond 
to these new challenges could halt 
the effort even before it is attempted . 

Academic Quality 
Perhaps no concern about higher 

education has attracted more atten­
tion than the quality of ur..!crgradu­
atc education. Most frequently the 
concern is expressed in terms of defi­
ciencies exhibited by many college 
graduates in their communication 
skills , their ability to solve quantita­
tive problems, their knowledge about 

the world around them, and their 
competence as critical thinkers . 

For example, the three recent na­
tional studies by the National En­
dowment for the Humanities (NEH) . 
the National Institute of Education 
(NIE), and the Association of Ameri­
can Colleges (AAC) , collectively con­
stitute a most serious indictment of 
U.S . higher education and, indeed. 
of the entire academic profession . 

• Thus: 

(1/.) 

"Evidence of devaluation in col­
lege curriculums is everywhere . The 
business community complains of 
difficulty in recruiting literate col­
lege graduates. Remedial programs , 
designed to con:ipensate for lack of 
skill in using the English language, 
abound in the colleges and in the cor­
porate world . Writing as an under­
graduate experience, as an explora­
tion of both communication and 
style, is widely neglected ." (AAC) 

"The bachelor's degree has lost its 
potential to foster the shared values 
and knowledge that bind us together 
as a society." (NIE) 

"A student can now obtain a bach­
elor' s degree from 75 per cent of all 
U.S. campuses without studying Eu­
ropean history [and] from 72 per cent 
without studying American literature 
or history ." (NEH) 

More recently, three other agen­
cies-the Carnegie Task Force on 
Teaching as a Profession, the Educa­
tion Commission of the States (Ecs), 
and the National Governors' Associ­
ation (NGA)-issued major reports on 
quality in undergraduate education 
and the need for dramatic structural 
changes in policies and practices in 
the field of teacher education-a pro­
fessional area of particular concern 
to state colleges and universities. 
Ecs, in its report, found that "too 
many students are entering college 
without the knowledge, skills and at­
titudes necessary for success in col­
lege, a gap [that] will inevitably wid­
en as the nation changes its expecta­
tions about what people should 
know." 

Public colleges and universities 
should respond to these concerns by 
agreeing on and adopting a set of 
minimum academic skills and levels 
of proficiency that all students 
should attain, preferably by the end 
of the sophomore year. This should 
be done on the basis of faculty rec­
ommendations and administered in a 
way that will assure the public that 
the necessary skills expected from a 
college education arc , indeed . being 
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achieved . Students should be re• 
quired to match or exceed these 
threshold requirements. which 
would provide a basic accountability 
and a standard upon which individual 
institutions can build . Each college 
and university should further specify 
clearly not only the skills but also the 
means by which it will facilitate their 
acquisition by every student before a 
bachelor's degree is awarded. 

Recipients of baccalaureate de­
grees should have obtained knowl­
edge and experiences that equip 
them with a sense of competence, 
relevance, and pertinence for the fu­
ture. Not only must they function 
well in a multilingual, technological, 
global society. but they must also 
contribute to its advancement and 
quality. It would be tragic if Ameri­
ca's colleges allowed baccalaureate 
graduates to be monolingual in that 
global society; to be technologically 
naive in an age demanding technical 
skills and sophisticated understand­
ings; or to be uninitiated to the "rcal­
life" worlds of work and of social 
respansibility. 

The dimensions of this undertak­
ing arc only gradually being realized:. 

Study of foreign language and cul­
ture should become standard, and 
over the next 15 years, state colleges 
and universities should ensure that 
all degree recipients master a lan­
guage other than their native tongue . 

Graduates should understand how 
to use s!:icnce and technology suffi­
ciently to contribute knowledgeably 
to public decisions . 

Hands-on experiences and intern­
ships could expand students' knowl­
edge about the work place and instill 
a commitment to the public good. At 
the same time , higher education must 
continue to increase students• com­
petence and skills ; to develop their 
talent and a love of learning; and to 
transmit an understanding and appre­
ciation of their own and other cul­
tures . 

Faculty Vitality and Excellence 
in College Teaching 

Faculty vitality and excellence in 
college teaching go hand in hand. 
Both are characterized by enthusi­
asm for the subject taught and delight 
in seeing evidence of student learn­
ing. Both are characterized by persis­
tent curiosity about one's discipline 
and those of others. Both arc charac­
terized by an eagerness in cncounter­
irut new ideas and new patterns of 

th~ght. Both arc evidenced by ener­
getic response to the challenge of in­
structing students who are diverse in 
their educational, ethnic, and cultur­
al backgrounds. 

Dynamism of an institution and the 
quality of its functioning are deter­
mined foremost by the interaction 
between its faculty and students and 
among students themselves. Search­
ing for strategics to strengthen that 
interaction should continue to be a 
matter of highest priority. There will 
be, as a consequence, matters of both 
institutional and public policy that 
will require special attention of edu­
cational and public leaders. 

Among these arc: a faculty reward 
system that gives full recognition to 
outstanding teaching; opportunities 
to be engaged in and to involve stu­
dents in research, and scholarly or 
other creative activity; and support 
for sabbatical leaves, faculty ex­
changes, and special provisions for 
gaining new knowledge and develop­
ing new academic skills. 

The Commission recommends that 
state fiscal and institutional policies 
be adopted or modified to ensure that 
faculty vitality and excellence in 
teaching arc maintained and en­
hanced . 

Leadership 
and Its Newer Dimensions 

In recent years higher education 
institutions have been subjected to 
increasing pressures stemming from 
developments such as the decline in 
high school populations and subse­
quent college enrollments, changing 
student interests, and reduced state 
and federal resources. These pres­
sures have prodded institutions to fo. 
cus more of their attention on fiscal 
matters . In response they have 
turned to corporate models of strate­
gic planning and management. A 
number of helpful insights have been 
gained from this perspective, but 
there is mounting evidence that the 
corporate perspective has limited ap­
plicability to education. 

Because business has profit as its 
.bottom line, a business's effective­
ness is largely controlled by its com­
petitive edge . The bottom-line out­
come of education is improving stu­
dents' competencies, knowledge and 
skills . Strengthening an institution's 
educational effectiveness, then, is to 
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be found in its cooperative dimen­
sion. When an educational institution 
secs itself as competing for students 
and resources, it is hindered in devel­
oping productive consortia, sharing 
instructional strategics, and mount­
ingjoint research ventures. By virtue 
of drawing support from the same 
"pie" of state resources, state c~l­
lcges and universities have a special 
mandate to be assertive and respon­
sive in exploring the benefits of coop­
eration within and among their cam-
puses . . . . 

Qualities of creative leadership m 
the past have been, to a large degree, 
geared to a frontier spirit. Not all, but 
much of the educational frontier has 
been explored and structu~ed. Am~r­
ica has become a highly mteract1ve 
community. Thus the new dimen­
sions of leadership will be measured 
in terms of cooperative endeavors. 

The Commission emphasizes the 
compelling need for such endeav?rs 
because the educational task facmg 
the nation looms large. Support ~or 
the effort will be encouraged by dis· 
covery of cooperative uses of exist­
ing resources, as well as the search 
for new resources . Cooperation-not 
competition: this is the new chal­
lenge for leadership in higher educa­
tion. 

More ••• 
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Afterword 
On September 17. 1987. the U nitcd 

States will observe the 200th anniver­
sary of its Constitution. As we did on 
July 4, 1976, in celebration of the na­
tion's bicentennial, and again on July 
4 , 1986. in saluting the Statue of Lib­
erty on her 100th birthday. we the 
American people will once again 
count our blessings. 

.. ~· The Commission believes that all 
Americans will be able to share those 
blessings fully and fairly only when 
our society begins to reach the outer 
limits of its national potential-a dra­
matic potential that augurs well for 
our country's stature as a leader in 
the community of nations. 

While we have taken giant steps 
toward fulfillment of that goal since 
World War II, much remains to be 
achieved, with storm clouds threat­
ening to diminish or forestall our ac­
complishments. We need only to be 
aware of the growing American un­
derclass and the vast numbers of dis­
connected and disaffected youth who 
daily turn their backs on school. to • 
sense what these clouds portend. • 

The key clement in reaching our 
national potential, in the Commis­
sion's judgment, is a public higher 
education system that offers every­
one a chance to go to college. 

It is the Commission's conviction 
that the state colleges and universi­
ties are the gateways that make 
broader access to educational oppor­
tunity possible . Dedicated principal­
ly, as they are, to undergraduate in­
s!Jllction that rests on a solid founda­
tion of general and professional 
education, and awarding, as they do, 
more than 30 per cent of all bache­
lor's degrees, their current and future 
role is indispensable to the accom­
plishment of broad national educa­
tional objectives. 

Indeed, without the full support 
and cooperation of the state colleges 
and universities, it would be impossi­
ble for the public schools to effect the 
basic reforms called for by the Na­
tional Commission on Excellence in 
Education in its report, A Nation at 
Risk, issued in the spring of 1983. As 
the American Association of State 
Colleges and Universities said in its 
policy statement, AASCU and the Na­
tion's Schools, adopted in November 
1983, the "alumni of 'the colleges of 
the forgotten Americans· have (as 
teachers] touched the lives of chil­
dren in virtually every school district 
in the land." 

Education is basic to every facet of 
our national life . This report empha­
sizes that many. many more Ameri­
cans need the benefit of the knowl­
edge and skills that a college educa­
tion can provide . The Commission is 
persuaded that, unless educational 
leaders and public policy makers join 
in a major, new, state-by-state effort 
to expand educational opportunity, 
the vitality of our nation will suffer, 
and our ability to aid in bringing 
greater stability to the world will dis­
integrate . 

For the United States to shrink 
from this challenge wou~ be unfor­
givable . 

Those who could not forgive 
_would be those whom we chose. trag­
ically ,'in the closing years of the 20th 
Ce'f)tury. 'not to educate to their full ­
est potential . 

As we prepare to celebrate the be­
ginning of our Constitution's third 
century. state colleges and universi­
ties must squarely face the impera­
tives of their renewed trusteeship. 
For they arc stewards of the Ameri­
can dream . 

(13.) 
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THe: WHrr.e: House: 
WASHINGTON 

Mr. President: 

We need more people like 
Barney Oldfield back here. 

Kathy 
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360 North Crescent Drive. Beverly Hills. Ca liforn,a 9021 O 213 859-5905 

Col. Barney Oldl,e ld. USAF (Rel) 
(Consullanl) 

Dear President Ron: 

Noveml:er 15, 1986 

I threw one in from the bleachers, too, 
rut on your side. 

How lucky "they" all are that they have 
you in there! 

Best always, 

Prdsident Ronald Reagan, 
The White House, 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, OC 20500 

·v 
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Noveml:er 15, 1986 _ _ ___ -,/\ _/ 

Dear :::r u;:e son of a tenant f anrer in southeastern Nelraskar~ / 
and at cherry-picking t i.ne roth he and I were up on ladders when a / 
next-door neighl:or tenant farrrer cane l:Jj and told us that he'd pie 
his an easier way - by breaking off the limbs, no ladder then teing 
required. "We' re rrovin' , 11 he said, 11 ain't gonna te there next year. 11 

As he drove off, my f,ther shook his head and said: "Son, never forget 
you owe sarething to the future." 

It distressed rre to hear you cheap-shot the attenpted "opening 
to Iran" cy calling the highest level of p.:)litical courage "duplicity"! 
I say this !:€Cause of some limited ¼Orking knowledge at-out the shaky 
garre of international endeavors, such as: 

1) When I left Korea in 1950, l::eing withdrawn to perfonn as 
General Eisenhower's advance man for his initial survey of NATI:> treaty 
countries, the Chinese "volunteers" were p.:)uring into North Korea 
by the t.l-:ousands. One of my crew I left l::ehind was a photographer who 
covered the miserable retreat frcm Hungnarn, and one of his photos was 
a front cover of NE'WSWEEK. When President Nixon rrore than 20 years 
later nude his "opening" to the Peoples Republic of China, sorre of the 
military units he saw ~e the same "volunteers" and cy their presence 
in North Korea had contrituted to the rrore than 50,000 America.rs who 
died in that conflict. I'm sure he had to swallow hard, rut he also knew 
it was rrore irrp:>rtant to the future that he co,.re out with some relation­
ship with that billion jn population and set il rrore amnicable PRC and 
US course; 

2) When General Eisenh:)wer in O:=toter of that 1950 told (then) 
President Truman, as he accepted his app.:)intrrent to l:e Supreme Allied 
Cornnunde.r of NATI:>' s military forces, that so.me rreans had to l:e found to 
include t.he Gerrrans in the defenses of Western Europe as it didn't wake 
sense to try to do so without them, Truman had to swallaw hard, too. 
Imagine nB.king such a suggestion when concentration canp horrors were 
so fresh -- yet harsh as the reality was, it ¼as gcxxl sense. As his 
advance nan I rari headlong into French concern at.out a re-arrred 
Gennany, and German fears that they were going to l::e a left-out Pariah 
nation as in the aftenroth of \il,/v I. We all rerremter a one-armed rrcml:::er 
of the · French Chamber of Deputies, woo rose in that chamter and said 
he could not raise his ann in a vote for inclusion of the Germans in 
any military way as they were the ones who had shot it off! Yet later 
when the Germans were allO\-.ied in in 1955, shortly after that the French 
withdrew their NAW 'militaiy participation ~ause they had GerrrB.ny 
as a ruffer -- that is duplicity! I ¼Orked with the first German 
sent to U1is country in 1955, Mr. Steinhoff, as a toe-in-the-water as 
to whether training of Germ:m pilots for the new Luftwaffe could l::e 
done, quietly, in Arizona and Texas. Ile was one of the first jet pilots i : 
the old Luftwaffe, and on his quietness the GenTB.n Air Force of tooay 
was b.Jilt not on the banks of the PJ1ine rut 2G miles out of Phoenix; 

3) Th~re is never c1ny <Juarimtce any of these things will 
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v.0rk, and the easiest th.ing .in the v.arld to do is sit .in a plush 
office a very safe distance renoved · and lob in scornful p:::,st rrortems 
when the j'-:lI"Y may still te out. When any President selects an 
alternative, and is lucky enough to have available sorreone he trusts 
like a Col. Rotert "Bud" M::Farlane, wh:J has the guts to run the 
gauntlet, uncharted, insecure and even [X)tentially lethal lx-cause of 
the unprinciped lot he has to v.ark with, a country such as ours 
blessed with such people sh:)Uld stand on the rooftops and applaud 
rather than navel gazing and handwringing. Iran has l::een inportant 
in the v.0rld thoughout recorded history, and l:efore, and will l:e 
through your lifetin'e and mine, and l:eyond. What it has now for a 
governrrent is the one we have to deal with, however much we might have 
to hold our noses enroute. There are atout 100 other countries aroW1d 
the glol::e we'd rather wuld go in for political facelift and/ 
or soul transplants rut the decision is not ours. They ARE the governrrents 
in l:eing. 

So, what ITB.kes gcod sense as a gcod try can also l::e the 
lxi.sis for political mischief. If p:::,liticians had jwrped on the Geman 
training in the US as they did on Bitb..ir-g, Germany's very considerable 
military contrirution to international security and stability might 
have reen delayed ten years or rrore. Without our "open.ing to China" 
they might have added their billion to that other billion which gives us 
trouble enough in .international affairs. 

When one has deep Nebraska rc.o~i . one learns early al:out 
realities without the canbination of rain and sun, crops don't 
flourish; and rain and sun in wrong seqL1ence and unmanageable quantities 
can bring disaster. Yet Nebraska as an entity has always teen a state 
of gamblers, and we l:oth know the great courage resident there arrong 
si.-rple folks which we honor, praise anc1. are proud of, ,.- IJ]i.au Irakes it 
too l:Bd that those who go to Washington forget the resics bj which 
•.ve live and prosper and are truly the envy of the v.arld. Please don't 
l:e like the Frenchman waving his stump of an arm for errotional p:::,litical 
expediency, which in fact, showed him as uncar.ing al:out his and his 
family's -- and his country's -- long range interests and security. 

That is what was that ~ord you used again? 

S.incerely, 

~ 
of Nebrask:-1 Senator JaITes Exon, 

Dirksen Senate Office Building, #330 
Washington, CC 20515 




