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NR-38 ,
RE: How can I get involved in the public
television drug project?

THE WHITE H_O.3E

May 26, 1983

Dear j

Thank you so much for letting me know about
your interest in helping to solve the ter-
rible drug problem this country faces. . I am
especially concerned about the devastating

effect drugs have on young people and their
families.

An exciting endeavor in which I am currently
involved is The Chemical People project.

It involves parents, teachers, community
leaders -- everyone who wants to get involved
on the grassroots level to combat the use of
. drugs by our school-age children. I would be
delighted if you would join us. If you write
to the following address, you will receive
information on how you can become a part of
the project.

Ms. Ricki Wertz

The Chemical People

WQED TV

4802 Fifth Avenue

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15213

You have my heartfelt thanks for your interest

and best wishes for success in your endeavors.

Sincerely,

(5/19/83)




THE WHITE HOUSE :

WASHINGTON - W
MEMO TO: Mrs. Reagan gy//’
CANA : ]
FROM: Ann Wrobleski and Sheila Tate /Cﬂ
RE: Drug Q & A for AMA and Good Morning America
DATE: November 9, 1981

Your posture during both of these interviews should

be one of a concerned mother. We think you need to be hope-
ful, eager to listen and learn, and you need to project a
non-blaming attitude. You are not an expert in drug abuse,
drug treatment, or prevention. You are however, a woman
- who, because of her position, has a marvelous opportunity to
effect change through what you say and what you do about
the problem. -

1. Why are you interested in drug abuse?

When I was on the campaign trail last year I had the oppor~-
tunity to visit a drug treatment center in New York City. I
was stunned to find out just how large the problem of drug
abuse really is. It borders on being an epidemic among our
young people.

I also have many friends whose children have been involved
in drugs and I have seen firsthand what it can do to a family
to have a child who is heavily into drugs.

When I came to the White House in January I made it my busi-
ness to try to learn as much as I could about why children
do drugs, and how I could help to overcome this tremendous
problem.

2. How did you first become interested?

As I said, it was during a campaign visit to Daytop Village,
a drug abuse treatment center in New York City. I was so
impressed with what I saw at Daytop Village--children who
were climbing out of the mess that they had made of their
lives because of their dependency on drugs--that I told them
that I would come back and visit again. Later on in the
campaign I found time to go back to Daytop Village and ex-
plain to them how concerned I was about the problem and how
I wanted to help.

~more-



3. As a parent, how did you deal with your children?

We always talked. We kept the lines of communication open.
They knew our family rules.

4. Tell us what you hope to accomplish.

I would hope that we would be able to shut down all of the
treatment centers in this country, because we wouldn't need
them any longer.

I feel my best role is to try to bring public awareness,
particularly parental awareness, to the problems of drug
abuse. It's just like any major problem, until you under-
stand the scope of the problem, you can't do anything about
it.

We are a generation, particularly my generation, of parents
who don't know anything about drug abuse. There were no
drugs when we were growing up--so we don't know how to deal
with our children's drug use.

Understanding what drugs can do to your children, understand-
ing peer pressure and understanding why they turn to drugs
is, I think, the first step in solving the problem.

5. What have you done so far?

My first step was to organize a series of briefings on drug
and alcohol abuse. I felt that until I had consulted with
the experts in the field I really didn't have more than just
a tremendous feeling that something needed to be done.

I was lucky with my own children and I did not have to

go through the terrible experience of having a child get into
the drug scene, so I needed to educate myself. I attended
six or seven briefings with people who are eminent in the
field, during the spring and the summer of this year.

Then in July of this year I went to visit Second Genesis, a
therapeutic treatment center in Upper Marlboro, Maryland, to
talk to the kids about what they thought I could do and where
they thought the problem areas were.

Last month I went to visit the Phoenix House Program in New
York, and there I talked to both kids and their parents
about what I could do, what parents could do, what we could
all do together.

—more-



Earlier this week I met with 36 parents group leaders from
around the country to try to find ways that I could encourage
the parents group movement.

6. Tell us about Phoenix House.

Phoenix House is one of the oldest drug treatment program in
the nation and they have, over the last ten years, treated
many, many children who are drug dependent. It is what is
called a therapeutic treatment program--in that the child
comes and lives at Phoenix House. He is separated from his
environment and really it is an effort to take kids away from
the environment in which they do drugs and put them in a
whole separate environment where the peer pressure is not to
do drugs.

Recently Phoenix House, in an effort to reach out to the
community, has started doing a lot of work in after school
programs with kids and their parents. I had an opportunity
to talk with several children who were in the residential
treatment program at Phoenix House and to sit down and talk
to some kids who come in .after school and whose parents also
come in for therapy.

Perhaps the one thing that sticks in my mind about Phoenix
House was the mother whose son had been in the program sever-
al months who said to me that she herself had smoked mari-
juana and that she subconsciously passed on to her son, the
idea that marijuana was okay to smoke.

I think during the last couple of years we have seen a lot
of kids and a lot of parents take another look at what was
thought for a long time to be a very harmless drug. I

think that one of the messages that is coming out of our
national ten year experience with drugs is that marijuana is
not the benign drug that we all thought it was.

7. I understand you have some pen pals after your last visit
to Daytop Village.

Yes, I shared a dias in New York a couple weeks ago with two
kids who had made that long climb back to a normal way of
life from drug dependency. After the dinner I had an oppor-
tunity to meet with some of the other kids who were in treat-
ment at Daytop Village.

You know, as a mother you look at those kids and you are
filled with tremendous hope. You are impressed by just how
much determination and how much guts they have to say, "I am
not happy with my life, I am not happy being dependent on
drugs, and I am going to do something about it."

—=more-—



ed all of the kids that I was with that night to please
me and let me know how they are progressing.

8. And you visited a program in the D.C. aréa called Second
Genesis?

Yes, the Second Genesis program is also a therapeutic communi-
ty, much like Phoenix House and Daytop Village. I visited
there in July of this year because I wanted to have the
opportunity to talk to kids about how they got involved in
drug abuse, and what made them want to get control of their
lives again.

I asked all of the kids, there were probably 30 of them,
what was their initial starting drug—--the gateway drug I
believe they call it. Do you know that every single one of
them told me they started out on pot. I then asked them if
they thought it should be legalized and every single one of
them said no.

Every time I go to a program like Phoenix House and Daytop
and Second Genesis, I have to keep reminding myself that the
kids that I see there are those kids who are lucky enough to
be in a good treatment program. How many thousands of other
kids won't be that fortunate?

You know, drug abuse is a very democratic problem. It af-
fects all races, it affects single parent families, as well
as families where the mother stays home all day. It affects
every socio-economic group in our nation.

g, Earlier this week you brought parents groups concerned
about drug abuse to the White House. What did they have to
say?

Yes, I met earlier this week with the Board of Directors of
the National Federation of Parents for Drug Free Youth. I
have always believed that your children are your responsibil-
ity, and I think that during the 60's and the 70's parents
went through a period where they felt powerless. We had a
lot of people telling us that we should be friends with our
kids, that maybe alcohol and marijuana weren't bad for our
kids, that we needed to be less of a disciplinarian and more
of a friend. Well, I'm happy to say that it seems as though
we turned the corner in the 80's.

Across the nation, more than a thousand parents groups have
sprung up. These parents groups bring together parents in a
single community to talk about the problems of raising their
children with the specific idea of keeping them off drugs.

~more-—



You know, my heart goes out to people who suddenly wake up
one day and £iné that their son or daughter has been thrown
out of school and is a chronic marijuana user., If that
parent had had the opportunity to sit with other parents who
were facing the same kinds of discipline problems, perhaps
they could have kept that son or daughter in school and on
the right path.

I think that parents are really the first line of defense in
our battle against drug abuse. I'm greatly encouraged by
the activity of these parents groups and I want to try to
act as an advocate for these parents groups.

And you know, ny staff is going to kill me, because I under-
stand from the National Federation of Parents that two of
their Board Members were on Good Morning America earlier
this year ané they received 17,000 letters. But I would say
if there are any mothers and fathers who are worried about
their children and who want to join a parents group, if they
could write to me at the White House, we would be more than
happy to try to get them in touch with a parents group in
their area.

I asked the parents who I met with on Monday what I could do.
I've looked at their suggestions and there are several things
that I want to try to do as soon as possible to encourage

the growth of the parents movement in this country.

First of all, I am going to continue to speak out on the
subject of drug abuse and parental involvement. I am going
to use forums such as this to try to get people thinking
about the problem and hopefully, to act.

Secondly, I am also going to visit as many parents groups as
I can in as many communities as I can. I think that if I
can draw attention to the parent groups movement in such a
way as to make mothers and father across the country think,
"Hey now, wait a minute--maybe this is something I should
look into," it's a good way for me to attack the problem.

Third, I think that this battle will really be won at the
grass roots level in every community in this country. I
would like to organize a series of seminars for wives and
mothers., I would like for women across this country to have
the opportunity to hear the facts from the experts, to hear
how to organize a parent group in their community, and then
to go out and try to combat this problem.

~-more-—-—



I'd like to start in Washington, with a series of seminars for
wives of members of the House of Representatives and the

Senate--and I'd also like to enlist all of the Governors

wives in this campaign. I think that together this is a
problem we can beat.

CC: Mike Deaver
Joe Canzeri
Peter McCoy
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CONFERENCE REPORT

Prepared by: Collingwood Harri

Date: 14 August 1981

Date of Meeting: 14 August 1981
Place of Meeting: The Advertising Council
New York
Attendees: v Sheila Tate The White House
Press Secretary to the
First Lady

Ann Wrobleski
Director of Special Projects
for the First Lady

Dr Larry Allan Bear The Advertising Council
Collingwood Harris

Robert Keim

Gordon Kinney

Norma Kramer

Distribution: All Attendees
Ad Council staff

Purpose: The purpose of this meeting was to explore the feasibility
of an anti-drug abuse program through The Advertising
Council on behalf of the Office of the First Lady.

Discussion;

It was agreed that the subject of drug abuse is contentious. Much of the
problem resides in the fact that most government funding against the problem

is directed to that 1% of the population which is heavily addicted, whereas
perhaps as little as 1% of the funds invested are directed at the prevention of
the problem among the 75% of the thirteen~to-thirty-year-old population most
vulnerable to addiction. 1In short, most funds are directed toward intervention
rather than prevention. There is also the problem of competitive rivalries
between the various factions in the intervention/prevention communities.
Finally, there is legitimate concern that the scope of the program envisioned
on behalf of the First Lady will be open to criticism on the part of those who
do not correctly perceive what she is attempting to do. Essentially, as
explained by Ms Tate and Ms Wrobleski, the objective of the program is to
focus national attention on the subject and to restimulate corrective action,
but it is not necessarily the mission of The White House itself to mobilize
this effort down to the grass roots. And, in any case, response must come from
the private sector as opposed to through government funding.
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Dr Bear stressed that whatever The White House approach, it should be struc-
tured, it should have a specific goal, and it should be continuous.

Ms Wrobleski indicated that a series of workshops/seminars would be inaugu-
rated sometime within the next four to six weeks, and would be held more or
less monthly thereafter, with various national influential leadership groups
being invited to The White House in groups of thirty to forty at a time.

These seminars would serve as discussion forums under which the various groups
would explore ways and means to address the problem through their various con-
stituencies.

It was agreed, that from a publicity or public affairs point of view, these
seminars should be low key and should have substance as their overriding focus.
They should not be preceived as media events producing much sound and fury but
signifying nothing.

Pending further definitization of the goals and objectives of the program, it
was agreed that no specific action vis a vis public service advertising was
indicated at this time. It was further agreed that should the specific need
for such advertising arise, research of a consumer attitudinal focus-group
nature would be most appropriate.

Mr Dwan

Ms Carbine
Mr Ursomarso
Mr Gerig

cC:
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TO: PETER MCCOY
SHEILA TATE
FROM: ANN WROBL

JULy 31, 1981

The attached "document™ has been through
the usual West Wing channels. Please

read, and let's discuss after the

Monday morning staff meeting in preparation
for a discussion with Mrs. Reagan Monday

afternoon.
























MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUS _ yd

WASHINGTON U’J'/ ”e/

TO: Sheila
FROM: Ann \"7 \(D
RE: NDR Alcohol/Drug PSA's M \

DATE: July 30, 1981

At the suggestion of Frank Ursomarso, I met this morning with
Collingwood (Colley) Harris, the VP of the Washington Office
of the Advertising Council, regarding a series of First Lady
PSA's on alcohol and drug abuse.

Several points...

1. The Ad Council orchestrates and underwrites the ad cam-—-
paign in that they assign one of their volunteer agencies to
do the creative work and then the Council takes on the admin-
istrative details of having the spots reproduced and distri-
buted. The talent, which are considerable, and detail work,
which is monumental, is free of charge. There are technical
costs and expenses in the $250,000 range, however, which are
normally borne by the sponsor.

2. Most of that sum is for technical support, i.e., film
crews, lighting, sound and effects staff, and lab costs. If
Mrs. Reagan could get "in-kind" contributions from the enter-
tainment industry, we could cut the needed cash to around
$100,000. The Ad Council has never used in-kind crews, and
is very interested in the concept. It also puts us in a
position of asking for time instead of money--not necessarily
easier, but certainly cleaner.

3. The FGP spots were for television and radio...the Ad
Council would 1like to pitch this campaign at television,
radio, newspapers, magazines, transit and outdoor outlets.
You know more about this than I do, but a wider appeal seemed
to make sense.

4, If we start work in September, the spots could be ready
to go in January...which the Council thinks is the best time
to launch a campaign of this type. 1In retrospect, I think we
made a mistake in not hyping the FGP spots. I'd like to do
a press showing of these in conjunction with a White House
reception for the advertising agency, the in-kind and cash
contributors, and maybe the Council Board of Directors.

-more-



5. The Council has found, not surprisingly, that a fresh
set of PSA's every nine months to a year makes more of an
impact than just a one-time shot. They would like a "length-
of -the-Administration"™ commitment, which I'm not certain we
are in a position to make.

The Ad Council has an alcohol/drug expert on their Public
Policy Committee--a Dr. Larry Alan Bear, who is, among other
things, an ABC radio commentator. He has participated in all
of the Ad Council campaigns on this issue. I would like for
you, Dr. Bear, Harris and myself to get together right after
the Sadat visit to take another look at the concept.

As usual, your comments would be appreciated.

4 #

CC: FRANK URSOMARSO



























MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

TO: Peter, Sheila and Muffie
FROM: Ann
RE: Anyone Can

DATE: July 13, 1981

CONCEPT: Mrs. Reagan, like the President, believes there are
many heroes in America who go unrecognized. She would like
to highlight these people so they may serve as examples of
the "best" of the American tradition that ANYONE CAN make a
difference.

POLITICAL: Mrs. Reagan can blunt the impact of the budget
cuts by drawing attention to those individuals or groups who
have made a difference in their communities by private inia-
tive.

I. Break the budget cuts into three areas: The Arts (dance,
theatre, voice, and orchestra); Social Services (health,
education--emphasis on children and elderly); Community In-
volvement (beautification, preservation, and heritage).

II. Appoint a Select Commission of twelve individuals who
have made a difference in the fields in which we are inter-
ested. The commission will act as a buffer for Mrs. Reagan,
in that they will be responsible for recommending site visits,
“valuating programs, and judging award winners.

None of the twelve should currently hold office, work for the
government or a major corporation that does significant
government contract work.

III. There will be a First Lady's award given in each cate-
gory once a year--the award will go to that individual who
has made the most significant contribution to the quality of
life in their community. The award could be the congression-
ally authorized First Lady's Medal.

-more-



TIMETABLE: We need a proposed list of Task Force members
ready before Mrs. Reagan leaves for California in August.
She should be able to choose between two names for each slot.

The initial Task Force meeting should be convened in mid-
September at the White House just after the Reagan's return
from their vacation.

At the time of the initial meeting, each appointee should
have at least one suggestion for a site visit. I think we
need to be ready with the September and possibly October
visits at the opening of the meeting.

The optimum would be 12 visits--one per month--suggested by
each of the 12 members.

The Task Force members could either meet in September, Decem-
ber, March and June--or 1in September and March. The awards
ceremony should be targeted for September.

COMMISSION SELECTION: Each mini-category should have a rep-
resentative from the West, the South, the Midwest and the
East. Each mini-category should have one member strong in a
certain discipline. We should be cognizant of sex, race,
age, and ethnic origin.

For example, under Social Services, I would 1look for an
educator, a medical doctor, a handicapped person and a drug
professional. We might look for a beautification specialist,
aypreservationist, a naturalist, and a CEO of a toy company
under Community Involvement.



MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

TO: Peter, Muffie and Sheila
FROM: Ann

RE: American Institute for Public Service (in preparation
for meeting)

DATE: July 13, 1981

As you can see by the attached, the AIPS was founded ten
years ago by a former aide to Robert Kennedy. Co-Chairmen of
the AIPS are Jacgqueline Onassis and former Senator Bob Taft.

The founding concept was of an American Nobel Prize for Pub-
lic Service. AIPS gives five awards each year--the first
four are nationally oriented. I would 1like to call your
attention to the fifth category (circled on explanation
sheet) for "outstanding public service benefitting 1local
communities."

Because of the similarity to ABC, I contacted the founder
about the workings of the local awards. AIPS realized early
that they needed some form of local quality control over the
nominations for the fifth category. Their solution was to
involve a major media outlet in each of the top 100 media
markets.

The newspaper, radio or television station accepts nomina-
tions (often as many as 800 in a single year) and nominates
five to AIPS. 1In the process of ferreting out the "quality"
nominations, the media outlets usually do half hour tele-
vision shows or a series of articles on their five nominees.
The stories benefit the media outlet--public service--as:
well as publicizing AIPS.

The AIPS Selectors Committee then reviews the nominations--by
reading the copy or viewing the videotape--and make their
selections. AIPS holds a yearly awards ceremony at the
Supreme Court. Each "winner" receives $1,000 and a "Jefferson"
medal. a















MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

' WASHINGTON

TO: Mrs. Reagan

FROM: Ann

DATE: April 22, 1981

RE: Drug Abuse Briefings

Outlined below 1is a proposed schedule for six drug abuse
briefings to take place during May.

Friday, May 8:

Dr. William Pollin, the Administrator of the National Institute
for Drug Abuse (NIDA) and Dr. John DelLucca the Administrator
of the National Institute on Alcoholism and Alcohol Abuse
(NIAAA) will give us the federal overview. NIDA and NIAAA

' are the lead agencies in providing policies and goals for the
federal efforts in prevention. control, treatment and rehab-
ilitation. Both administrations fall under the broad cate-
gory of the Public Health Service at HHS.

Wednesday, May 13:

Peter Bensinger, the Administrator of the Drug Enforcement
Administration, will brief wus on enforcement of federal
narcotics law. DEA is an arm of the Department of Justice
and created specifically to deal with drug cases.

Monday, May 18:

Dr. Robert DuPont, the <former head of NIDA and the White
House Office of Drug Abuse Policy (ODAP) and currently the
Director of the American Council on Marijuana and Dangerous
Drugs, will brief us on past federal efforts and private sup-
port.

Friday, May 22:

. Ross Perot and Robbie Risner from the Texas War on Drugs can
brief us on what they are doing in Texas and some ideas they
have for a Nancy Reagan War on Drugs. As you know, Perot

traveled the world in a l4-month effort to fully acquaint
himself with the narcotics problem.
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Tuesday, May 26:

I think it would be helpful at this point to meet with some
former teenage drug users. There are several "Teens Against
Drugs"—~type groups modeled after the parent groups, and we
should sit down with one from the Washington area.

Friday, May 29:

Depending on other schedules, I think this would be the time
to schedule a celebrity meeting.

The purpose of this briefing series is to acquaint you with
the language, methodology and structure of the drug abuse
field. These are all people who are experienced in narcotics
abuse who should be able to answer our questions, as well as
provide recommendations.,

All meetings would be private, but Sheila would detail them
to the wires after the fact.



MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

TO: Peter
WASHINGTON
FROM: Ann
RE: “nwy ..~ USE
DATE: April 7, 1981

If anything, my two days in Atlanta convinced me that Mrs.
Reagan--and the staff--need to sit through several hours of
briefings prior to any major decisions.

Probably the most crucial aspect of her drug abuse program is
credibility. If she is uninformed, if her facts are incor-
rect, if she confuses drugs, treatment programs, or methods
of prevention, her message will be lost, or worse, she'll be
ridiculed. It is not her intention to be an expert on chemi-
cal abuse, but I think she'll be expected to be conversent
with the language. '

Ross Perot said to me, "She's smart enough that if she's well
briefed she'll figure out what she needs to do." I think
that's true. I also think that the more she learns, the
easier it will be for her to organize her thoughts.

During our meeting with Gergen and Ursomarso, they strongly
suggested that we begin an education program that would have
a "ripple" effect. She should have a series of meetings with
experts and those meetings should be detailed to the wires.
With the sympathetic press she has received during the last
week, it would seem to me that four carefully prepared meet-
ings-~culminating in a spo—~“~/celebrities meeting--would give
us enough running room to « Je the press acceptance of a
Nancy Reagan War on Drugs ...ore we launch any major program.

I would suggest the following order of presentations:

1. Dr. William Pollin, the Administrator of the National
Institute for Drug Abuse (NIDA) and Dr. John De Lucca, the
Administrator of the National Institute on Alcoholism and
Alcohol Abuse (NIAAA), should give us the federal overview.
NIDA and NIAAA are the lead agencies in providing policies
and goals for the Federal efforts in prevention, control,
treatment and rehabilitation. Both administrations fall
under the broad category of the Public Health Service at HHS.

For an overview on enforcement we should be briefed
by Peter Bensinger, the Administrator of the Drug Enforcement
Administration. DEA is an arm of the Department of Justice,
and was given lead over drug cases during the Nixon reorgan-
ization.
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2. Dr. Robert DuPont and Dr. Carlton Turner should brief
us on the latest medical data on drug usage among teenagers.
DuPont is a former director of the White House Office of Drug
Policy and NIDA, and is currently President of the American
Council on Marijuana and Dangerous Drugs. Turner is a PhD in
organic chemistry who directs the NIDA--funded marijuana
project at the University of Mississippi and is the co-author
of Marijuana, An Annotated Bibliography.

3. Ross Perot and Robbie Risner should brief us on the
Texas War on Drugs. As you know, Perot was asked by Governor
Clements to coordinate the Texas effort, and picked Robbie as
his Executive Director. Mrs. Reagan is very high on Robbie
and knows Perot. I think they are an invaluable resource
because they were in the same position we are in 1979. Ross
spent 14 months literally traveling the world to brief him-
self on narcotics. irs. Reagan doesn't need to ride border
patrol in Mexico, nor does she neéd to observe the poppy
harvest in Southeast Asia, nor does she need to visit every
treatment program in the country--but Perot has, and for that
reason he 1s an invaluable resource. Additionally, he is the
only authority around who isn't asking for money or pushing
federal legislation.

*4, Several "youth groups" have formed in recent years

to provide anti-drug peer pressure. I had the opportunity to
breakfast with one such group (the one Laxalt was pushing for
Mrs. Reagan to meet) and was very impressed with their
organizational concepts. The theory is that peer pressure

to "warty" using drugs/alcohol is sc great that unless a
freshman has a counter pressure he/she either withdraws from
the social aspects of high school, or participates. They are
forming a national Xids Against Drugs—--type organziation and
it would be good for Mrs. Reagan to get some first hand
information on the use of drugs/alcohol in high schools.

5. Convene a "celebrity/sports" meeting at the White
House to explore the possibilities of a campaign against drug
abuse.

TWC POSTSCRIPTS:

1. The kids I breakfasted with told me no celebrity in
the world could have convinced them not to do drugs--but,
that a well-chosen celebrity brought into the school under
the auspices of a youth group would have a lasting effect on
counter peer-pressure efforts.
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2. As I mentioned earlier, the medical evidence beginning
to come in on marijuana is startling. 1I've tried to balance
the list of experts--but at some point it's going to come out
and she'll pick up on it. I think we need to be prepared to
deal with the spectre of killer marijuana.

* I would insert the parent groups after Perot, but
we've already seen their representatives.






MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE .

WASHINGTON

WORKING MEMO

TO: Mrs. Reagan
FROM: Ann Wrobleski
RE: Drugs/Alcohol
DATE: March 24, 1981

We seem to have settled on three client groups:

celebrities
parents, and
kids

Each with a different objective:

celebrities--to be used as drug free role models

parents——-to make other parents aware of their
network, and

kids-~-to be used as peer group leaders.

We come down to:

a "Celebrity Caucus"”
a "Parents Advisory Group"
and a "Children's Crusade"

each with its own set of players, organizations, media require-
ments and messages.

I suggest we merge the three into a chemical free campaign with
a catchy title.

1. Mrs. Reagan should convene a meeting of the "Celeb-
rity Caucus"™ during her trip to the coast in April or May.

If Right Track checks out, we can convene the meeting under
their auspices in Los Angeles. At the meeting she should
describe her interest in this national problem, impress on

the celebrities their status as role models, and ask them

to donate their time to her crusade in Cctober.

At this point, I think we are looking for a commitment as

well as a plan of action. Mrs. Reagan could ask them to divide
into committees for recommendations on media, programming,
production, etc. They could be working during the summer in
concert with the task force on the Children's Crusade.
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2. Also in May, Mrs. Reagan should try to merge the
celebrity/Right Track idea with the parents movement by

accompanying Carol Burnett when she speaks to the Congressional

Wives.

S

3; Right Track has a program_enggggggéng grass roots participation

by urging people to let\nght TraCR know when they see or
hear celebrities either advocate drug usage or condemn it.
Right Track then sends either a commendation or an alert.
(We came to know Right Track as a result of their sending
K’Mrs. Reagan a commendation for her comments about drug abuse
during the Inaugural.) If you could generate grass roots
support through the parents movement--which has a built-in

constituency--the focus of attention would be on the celebrity

community.

The wives are a handy forum since the meeting with Burnett is
already arranged, and they probably have at least one parent
group in their districts.

3. During the summer months, Mrs. Reagan could visit
several local treatment facilities, attend a local parents
group meeting, and speak to her plans during the network
interviews Sheila has planned.

Mrs. Reagan should also meet with Peter Bensinger, head of
the Drug Enforcement Agency, the heads of the National Insti-
tute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism and the National Insti-
tute on Drug Abuse, and the Chairman and ranking minority
member of the House Select Committee on Narcotics Abuse. As
soon as a White House Drug Policy Office is established, she
should meet with that staff.

Also during the summer, we should convene a task force on
the Children's Crusade (an informal, private, staff working
group) composed of representatives from NIDA, NIAAA, Health
and Human Services, the West Wing's office of Drug Policy, a
few public relations people who would donate their time, and
the three of us. The group would be charged with putting
together the promotional materials for the campaign and

plotting a speaking schedule, media appearances, and a kick-off

for the Crusade.

I think it's essential that we get professional help on the
promotional aspect of the campaign and on the technical
aspects of drug abuse, prevention and treatment.
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Mrs. Reagan should meet with the task force perhaps at the
beginning of the summer as we approach the kick-off.

4. It would seem that the time to laﬁnch the Children's
Crusade is during the fall. October would be a good target
date.,

In terms of the Crusade, depending on the recommendations of
the task force, I think we'd be looking at:

*a kick-off here at the White House with perhaps
some of the celebrities

*the production and distribution of a comic book to
the public schools

*Possibly a film starring some of the celebrities

*possibly a series of Public Service Announcements

*significant media participation through regular
and specialized media.

To carry the campaign further, during the months between
November and May, we could put together a series of regional
kick-offs in the ten largest media markets. For example, we
could travel to Atlanta, kick-off the Crusade with a press
conference in the morning, convene a luncheon of civic leaders,
parents groups, local law enforcement officials and such,

and then visit a treatment facility or a school for a showing
of our film in the afternoon and get back to the White House.
The idea of one day media blitz trips--maybe once a month--

is a good way of really promoting Mrs. Reagan's involvement.

# # #
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March 19, 1981

Mr. Peter McCoy

The White House
Washington, DC 20500
Dear Peter,

The enclosed comments are self expanatory. I would
recommend very highly that Nancy Reagan do this AMA News
interview. |

AMA News is one of the mouth pieces of the American
Medical Association nationally. To make the necessary

arrangements you should call Steve Seekins at the AMA office

in Chicago, 312/751-6000.
Best Regards,

’//Stuart K. Spencer

SKS:nc

17692 Cowan Street, irvine, CA 92714 / Phone: (714) 978-7151



MEMORANDUM

T0: Stu Spencer

FROM: Steve Seekins '
DATE: March 16, 1981
SUBJECT: Attached Request

Stu, as you can see from the two attached memos AM News is interested
in preparing an interview with Nancy Reagan. 1| think that all the infor-
mation you will need with reference to the topic and format is included.
Should there be any questions, please give me a call. This has been
approved by all the necessary rungs of the AMA ladder.

SVS/cz
Enclosures
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TO: ‘halen Strobhar Wﬁa&,&mm?”m‘
FROM: Larry Boston 4/C'47Af? MOy
DATE: 9 March 1981

As we discussed, Americnn Medical News has been working
with the AMA's committee on the International Year of

the Disabled. One of the projects we have been considering
is an interview with Nancy Reagan regarding her work with
the mentally handicapped.

Attached is a memorandum to Stu Spencer, asking his help
in setting up an interview with Mrs. Reagan. 1I'd appre-
ciate it if you could pass this along to Stu for his ‘
consideration.

Thank you.

LB:oa

Theodore Doege, M.D.




MEMORANDTUM

TO: Stuart Spencer :»—\1
FROI\& . p’ C. \"-./'\’A-’D

Dennis L. Breo
DATE: farch 4, 1981
SUBJ: Interview with Nancy Reagan

This is a formal request following up on our earlier dis-
cussion. I would like to interview Nancy Reagan about her work
with the handicapped, for publication in a future issue of
American }edical News.

I would 1like to spend part of a day with her, preferably
as she visits with some handicapped patients,; to develop this
feature story, which will describe her long-standing commitment
to help these unfortunate Americans better cope with their dis-
abilities.

I think such a story will both help focus attention on the
International Year of the Disabled, a campaign that AMA is enthu-
siastically supporting, and help focus attention on the Reagan
Administration's compassion for the handicapped, a compassicn
that has been thrown into question by the President's budget cut-
backs. As a precedent for this type of story, we last year pro-
filed Rosalyn Carter's crusade to help the mentally ill.

We are prepared to move on this story as soocn as possible
and appreciate your earliest possible response as to the merits
and practicality of this supgestion. I think it will be 2 good
story for the new Administration, the AMA, and the millions of
handicapped patients. For maximum impact, it should be published
as soon as possible.

Thanks for your assistance on this important matter.

DLB:dvs






IT 1s KNOWN THAT 213,000 CITIZENS WERE TREATED IN DRUG ABUSE
TREATMENT PROGRAMS IN 1978. IT Is NOT KNOWN HOW MANY CITIZENS

ARE SUFFERING SOME FORM OF DRUG ABUSE-

IT 1S ESTIMATED THAT THERE ARE 9.3 10 10 MILLION ADULTS
SUFFERING FROM ALCOHOL ABUSE. IHERE ARE ALSO AN ESTIMATED

3.3 MILLION PROBLEM DRINKERS IN THE 14 To 17 AGE GROUP.

IT 1S ESTIMATED THAT THERE ARE 1.1 MILLION COMPULSIVE

GAMBLERS IN THIS COUNTRY-.

THERE ARE A TOTAL OF 5,590 TREATMENT PROGRAMS FOR CITIZENS

SUFFERING FROM DRUG ABUSE IN THIS COUNTRY.

THERE ARE A TOTAL OF 4,219 TREATMENT PROGRAMS (EXCLUDING ALCO-
HoLICS ANONYMOUS) FOR CITIZENS SUFFERING FROM ALCOHOL-RELATED

DISORDERS:

THERE ARE A TOTAL OF 5 TREATMENT PROGRAMS (EXCLUDING GAMBLERS
ANONYMOUS) FOR CITIZENS SUFFERING FROM A COMPULSIVE GAMBLING

DISORDER-

CURRENT AND FUTURE INITIATIVES RELATIVE TO THE ABOVE
PROBLEMS INDICATE A SERIOUS NEED TO PURSUE AND FOCUS ON
EDUCATION, PREVENTION, TREATMENT AND RESEARCH IN ORDER TO

IMPACT EFFECTIVELY ON THESE DEVASTATING DISORDERS-








