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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Mr. President: 

There is no need to answer 
Mr. Quaal's attached letter. 
Tom Gibson in Al Kingon's 
office contacted Ward Quaal 
by phone (per my request) to 
tell him that you are aware 
of his recommendation and 
that it looks pretty good for 
his friend Mr. McKinney to 
receive this award. He 
indicated he would keep in 
touch with Mr. Quaal and he 
seemed happy and satisfied 
with this. 

This is just for your infor­
mation in case he mentions it 
again in future correspondence. 

Kathy 
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June 11, 1985 

The Honorable Kathy Osborne • 
Personal Secretary to the President 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20505 

Dear Kathy: 

Enclosed herewith is my connnunication to our great President 
regarding the nomination, by Chairman Mark Fowler of the Federal 
Communications Commission, of James C. McKinney for the Presidential 
Rank Award of Distinguished Executives. 

Kathy, I wanted you to have a copy of the material which Chairman 
Fowler directed to Ms. Mary M. Rose at the Office of Personnel 
Management. Needless to say, I did not wa~t to incorporate that in 
my connnents to President Reagan. 

Also, Kathy, if there is anyone in government to whom I should talk 
regarding this matter, I am prepared to do so because Mr. McKinney 
so richly merits this great Presidential honor. I admire him so much, 
I just felt impelled to connnent about him to President Reagan. 

Kathy, I will be so grateful if you will place my communication 
regarding this fine American before President Reagan. Needless to 
say, I hope the President will feel as I do about Mr. McKinney and 
will give him every consideration. 



The Honorable Kathy Osborne 
June 11, 1985 
Page 2 

Warmest wishes and thank you so very much, dear friend. 

WLQ:cacz 

Enclosures: 

Very sincerely, 

Ward L. Quaal 

... 
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June 11, 1985 

The President of the United States 
The Honorable Ronald W. Reagan 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20505 

My dear Mr. President: 

Re: Presidential Rank Award of 
Distinguished Executives 

In prior connnunications and in conversations I have stressed to you 
my great respect for and my admiration of Mark S. Fowler, by far 
the finest Chairman in the history of the Federal Communications 
Commission. 

Several times within the past year I have remarked to Chairman 
Fowler my very especial respect for James C._ McKinney, Chief of the 
FCC Mass Media Bureau (a unit formerly called the Broadcast Bureau). 

Mr . President, each time I am with Jim McKinney in industry-wide 
matters in which he is taking an active part I am impressed so very 
much by his great knowledge of all that is before him, his keen 
insight to problem areas and his seven day, seven night a week 
schedule1for he is determined to carry forth one hundred and one 
percent your wishes, Mr. President, that we have before us at the 
Federal Communications Commission and all areas of government a more 
productive, better managed, more responsive federal work force. 



The Honorable Ronald W. Reagan 
June 11, 1985 
Page 2 

Frequently, I have said to you, Mr. President, that there is no one 
in government who has acted with more dispatch, more dedication and 
more imagination than Mark Fowler in carrying out your program for 
government deregulation and the establishment of a more firm position 
for the "marketplace." Obviously, to get this job done and to have it 
as an ongoing, constant hallmark of all that happens at the Federal 
Communications Connnission, Chairman Fowler needs leadership on his 
fine Staff. In every respect he has it in James C. McKinney. 

Each time· I am with Jim McKinney I shake my head in wonderment over 

j 

I 

this fine man and his love for his work, his profound sense of 
responsibility for doing that which is "right" for this land of ours 
which he loves so very much. Mr. President, I am profoundly p.roud as an 
American that we can have a man such as Jim McKinney in our midst in 
such a key role of government service. He is a model for everyone, not 
just at the Federal Conmmnications Commission but in government, in 
general. • 

Chairman Fowler has nominated Jim McKinney for the Presidential Rank 
Award of Distin&uished Executives_._ Detailed information has been 
supplied to Ms. Mary M. Rose of the Office of Personnel Management. 

I am passing along to Kathy all the details which were submitted by 
Mark Fowler to Ms. Rose. 

Mr. President, as I have told you in our discussions regarding the . 
Federal Communications Connnission, I . have known every Chairman of the 
FCC since the Communications Act of 1934 became law. Concurrently, I 
have known all key staff members and in all these years I have never 
met anyone on the Staff who comes remotely close to James C. McKinney. 

Mr. President, for so many reasons, all too numerous to set forth here, 
I write to you today to support Chairman Fowler in his nomination of 
Mr. McKinney. In so doing, I .am suggesting, very respectfully, Mr. 
President, your consideration of a ·man who has given government service 
an entirely new emphasis upon dignity, total objectivity, productivity 
and performance in the interest of the people of America. Most 
important of all, Mr. President, Jim McKinney is a truly great American! 



The Honorable Ronald W. Reagan 
June 11, 1985 
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Please know, Mr. President, of my very especial gratitude for any 
consideration you give these connnents of a longtime friend and a 
veteran of more than fifty years in the broadcasting profession. 

Ron, Dorothy sends her love and from both of us to Nancy. 

Very respectfully, 

Ward L. Quaal 

WLQ:cacz 





June 11, 1985 

Dear Armand: 

Thanks very much for your letter and the tape 
on Ford's Theatre. I'm writing before we've 
actually seen it but we're both looking forward 

. to seeing it in the next few days. You were 
,. . - .very kind and I'm most grateful.. 

Fred Ryan, who is in charge of scheduling, has 
found a brief -- very brief, I'm sorry to say 
slot at 4:00 p.m. June 24. If that's convenient 
for you he'll set it up. If not, we'll find a 
later date, but the schedulo is filled so far 
ahead, that this was the earliest we could make 

. it-. 

It was good to see you and Frances at the 
theatre. Nancy sends her best and give Frances 
our regards. Again, our thanks and, believe me, 
our joy at the cancer cure news. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable Armand Rammer 
Occidental Petroleum Corporation 
Suite 1600 
10889 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, California 90024 
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ARMAND HAMMER 
CHAIRMAN ANO 

CHIEF' EXECUTIVE OFF ICER 

The President 

OCCIDENTAL PETROLEUM CORPORATION 
10889 WILSHIRE BOULEVARD • SUITE 1600 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90024 

(213 ) 208-8800 

June 4, 1985 

The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

It was a great pleasure for Frances and me to be with 
you and Nancy the other night at Ford's Theatre. I am 
very pleased that we have been able to be helpful to 
Frankie Hewitt in preserving such an important part of 
American history. 

-It occurs to me that you both might enjoy the enclosed tape 
that Armand Hammer Productions had especially made for the 
Ford's Theatre. It combines history with a series of 
Galas, including some excellent pictures of you both on 
other evenings. 

As I mentioned to you at Ford's, I am meetinq with Jay 
Keyworth about our cancer efforts, having just returned from 
chairing the Cancer Panel meeting at Memorial Sloan Kettering 
in New York. Under the provision of the National Cancer 
Act, I am supposed to report our progress to you periodically, 
which primarily can be done through Jay, but a chance to 
meet with you privately would be a great shot-in-the-arm 
for all those who work in the field. 

In the past four years we have put a whole new push behind 
the operations of the Panel, broadening its scope and taking 
it around the country to other major cancer centers to ex-

' :, 

change research information. I can tell vou without equivocation 
that-in these past four years we have mad~ a quantum j~mp 
in cancer research and are now workinq on the fsontiers of 
breakthrough research which is going to lead tcf'lsome cures for 
this disease in this decade. 

I believe it should be very helpful to the American people to 
know of your personal interest in this camoaion. Calude Pepper 
perhaps put it in best words the other day~when he said, "We 
must seize this monster by the throat and orapple with it 
and begin to choke it." 



The President - 2 - June 4, 1985 

I can assure you that as Chairman of your Panel, I have 
been devoting myself to <loin~ just that. 

With every best wish, I am, 

Respectfully, 

P.S. I very much enjoyed . the story about the Polish bartender 
and have been chuckling over it. The Russian joke you 
wanted goes something like this: 

Two workers with shovels were walking along the edge 
_pf a city street, stopping every 5 yards or so and one of them 
would diq a hole in the dirt. As soon as the hole was dug, 
his comrade filled the hole back ' in. Then they went another 
5 yards and repeated the same exercise. 

A Commisar surveying the scene lost his temper, and 
called to the two workers. "Comrades", he shouts, "what kind 
of craziness is this? You dig a hole, then the other fellow 
fills it right up. Here we are trying to improve our system 
and you are accomplishing nothing at all! we are wasting qood 
money paying you." 

. ;, 

f 

"No, no", one of the workers replies. "You don't under­
stand at all. Usually we work with a third man, Boris, but 
he is home sick today. I dig the hole, Boris puts in the 
tree, and Ivan here fills the hole back in. Just because 
Boris is not here, do you think that we should stop wofking?"./ 
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June 12, 1985 

Dear Si: 

Thank you for the six boo-boos. I'll have a 
lot of fun with them. I'm especially impressed, 
as an ex-sports announcer, that one of the six 
is This Speak~r. 

I've just had lunch with five apace scientists: 
Thomas o. Paine, Riccardo Giaconni, Gerald K. 
O'Neill, Laurel L. Wilkening and Edward Teller. 
I decided not to tell them .about your ad. I was 
afraid they might think I am anti-intellectual. 

<' • • • • I 

Thanks again, .and best regard~. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Simon Ramo 
Executive Offices 
TRW 
One Space Park 

,, 

Redondo Beach, California ,90278 
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June 7, 1985 

The President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

At your luncheon for scientists on February 12, I had 
the privilege of being at your table where you described 
some well-chosen examples of leading experts being wrong in 
saying particular things couldn't be done. I thought you 
might enjoy the enclosed six beautiful boo-boos that TRW is 
citing in one of our institutional ads. 

SR 
mr 

Respectfully y9urs, 

Simon Ramo 
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June 12, 1985 

Dear Phil: 

It was good to hear from you cousin, and 
thanks . for your generous words. I'm more 
than plea~ed that you approve of our tax 
effort. • I've gotten away from Washington 
a few times in these last couple of weeks 
and spoken to large groups on the subject. 
Their response, without exception, was -an 
enthusiastic approval. I'm glad 'to get 
the word that Mayor Dick Daley has also 
given .his heavenly blessing . 

. '!'hanks, too, for your list of church 
announcements. I'll. have a lot of fun 
with those. 

Give my love .to your associate. 

Best regard~, 

Mr. Phil Regan . 
ll23 'South Orange Grove Avenue 
Pasadena, California 91105 
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PHIL REGAN 
HUMAN RELATIONS CONSULTANT 

June 4, 1985 

Mr. Ronald Reagan 
President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Mr. President: 

112 3 S. ORAN GE G ROV E A V E . 
P A SAD EN A, CA LI F. 9 1105 

PHONE (2131 692-2437 

.JO H. HEGAN 
AS S OCI A TE 

I believe a great many Americans doubted your promise of a 
simplistic tax reform until last week,when you showed them 
via TV, in black and white, how understandable your tax 
reform plan is . 

.. 

While my friend of many years, the late Mayor Dick Daley, 
did not speak to me for several years following my support 
of a guy named Ronald Reagan in his first Guberatorial cam­
paign, in my mind's eye on the night of your welcome tax 
reform program to the nation, there-was Dick Daley (with 
tilted halo) beaming over his protege (I was there in the 
50s) Dan Rostenskowski 1 s wholehearted endorsement of the 
Reagan tax reform program. I swear I heard Di~k saying to 
Dan, "Good boy, Danny, thou good and faithful servant 
we're happy over here that at long last you have seen the 
LIGHT." 

May God's light continue to encircle you is the prayer of your 

~ 
Phil Regan 

P.S. : I hope enclosed will give you a minute's laughter. 
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1, :Thls ofterf))on there will be o t>oDtlsrool In the south and 
Horth ends of the Church. Children )·1111 be baptised ot 
both ends, 

2, Tuesday at 4 P.m, there will be on lee cre001 social, All 
• ladies g1v1ng ml lk, plea_se ccxre early, 

3. Wednesday~ the Ladies Literary Society will meet. ~rs, 
Johnson wlll sing: "Put Me In My Little Bed'' OCCOOIDOn1ed 
bY the DOS tor. • . ' 

4. Thursday at 5 P,m
1 

there wlll be a meeting of the little 
Mothers club. Al wishing to beccxne little mthers will 
please meet the m1n1ster ln h1s study, 

s. Th1s be1ng Easter Sunday., we w111" ask Mrs, Johnson to 
rrirno forwnrrl nnri 1n\l O"" egg on ♦ h,-. a,.,.. ... ..,...,,.,-.,, '!''°''"" """'"' £\,,IJ 11 '- \.ltC 1\.UI 1 

·s. T,,e service will close with ·LITTLE DROPS OF WATERH --­
one of the ladles wlll start ou1etlY and the rest of the 
congregat!cn. w1!1 Join 1n. • 

. . 
7. Th1s rrorn1ng, o special collection w111 be taken to defray . 

the expenses on the new carpet. All w1sh1ng to do sorre­
th1ng on the carpet, please come forward and get a piece 
of paper. 

8. The ladles of the church .hove cast off clothing of every 
k1nd and they rooy be seen in the church basement on Friday 
afternoon. . • 

9, This even!ng at 7 D.m. there w111 be o hymn sing 1n the . 
pork across from the church, Bring a blanket and ccxne 
prepared to sin, 



June 12, 1985 

Dear Dale and Kent: 

Thank you very much for your letter and for 
. your generous words. I'm relieved to learn 
that my words caused you no embarrassment, 
and pleased to be known as your friend among 
your associates • . 

I'm also grateful for your prayers. Thanks 
again, and very best wishes to you and Cain 
and Abell Inc. 

Mr. · Dale Cain 
Mr. Kent Abell 

Sincerely, 

Post Office Box 852 
Jeffersonville, Indiana 47131-0852 

RR: lWH : NM: pp s 
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June 5, 1985 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

Kent and I wanted to drop you a quick letter to thank you for our visit and for 
the unexpected mention of our company at St. Johns University. Because of 
your praise we have had much publicity. We have had positive articles about 
Cain & Abell Inc. in Money magazine, Builder & Contractor, the National 
Republican Committee monthly magazine First Monday, as well as local papers. 

Since our visit to the White House, we find that when we go out in public, 
people have begun announcing us as "here comes the Reaganauts" to "here's 
Ronnie's friends", and we have even been referred to as "your biblical buddies". 

- We have had a lot of fun. I did want you to know that many people, probably 
in the ratio of 20 to I, have told us that they too agree with you and believe as 
we do, that you are doing a wonderful job and that it is refreshing to have a 
President with strength and courage. 

Both Kent and I wish there were more we could do for you. Our prayers and 
love are with you. 

Yqurs respectfully, 
/.) •I 'I 

kf .J.<,J&- a .. --<--1/ 

D.ale, Ca#f·n ~ .,, .•· .)• ~ I / • 
.: -, .. • ,: ·-// 
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Kent Abell 
( 

DC/jp 

P.O. [lox 852 
Jeffersonvil le. IN 47 131-0852 

812/283-6815 

Eleclrlcal Construc11on 
Building Automation Systems 
Energy Management 
Process Control 
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NOTE FOR: 

The President has 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

DATE: 6/13/85 

JACK SVAHN 

seen ~ 
acted upon O 

commented upon [xi 

the attached; and it is forwarded to you for your: 

information 

action 

[xj 

□ 

David L. Chew 
Staff Secretary 

(x-2702) 

cc: •• . ---------Original to files~ 
D:)n Regan 



MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Attached is a section from a new history book, Our Land, Our 
Time: A History of the United States, copyright 1985. This book 
has been written for use in secondary schools nationwide. I 
thought you might be interested in seeing how the authors 
characterize the 1980 election and the first three years of your 
Administration. This textbook is presently under review by the 
Texas Board of Education for possible adoption in that State. I 
had the opportunity to review the entire text and the usage 
instructions to the teacher. The text is pro Democrat, pro 
liberal, pro civil rights, labor, union and womens 1 activists, 
among other things. It is difficult to relate it to our 
nation's history. 

It is two inches thick, but I thought you might be interested in 
seeing what the author and publisher feel ought to be taught to 
American high school kids about your first Administration. 
Should the factual errors in this section bother you, I wouldn 1 t 
be too alarmed. The author played pretty loose with the facts 
throughout the text. He gave the Federal Reserve Board credit 
for setting the prime interest rate, misidentified a picture of 
President Chester A. Arthur and claimed that it was President 
James A. Garfield, gave William Reed instead of Walter Reed 
credit for fighting yellow fever, and identified a Model A Ford 
as a Rolls Royce. 

Attachment 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 12, 1985 

TO: DONALD T. REGAN 

RE: SCHOOL TEXTBOOK MEMO 

attached 
to the 

I have forwarded the 
memo from Jack Svahn 
President. Since I 
will interest the 

suspect 
President 

he may speak to you 

it 
and 

about it, I 
attention. am bringing it to your 

David L. Chew 

Attachment 
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UNIT 10 

idealism was difficult co puc into practice. He 
could nor alienate the undemocratic and some­
times brural regimes in Larin America and Africa 
that the United Scares supported. Many govern­
ment officials felt char a friendly dictatorship was 
preferable to an unfriendly dictatorship, 

Much more serious was che case of Iran, a rich, 
powerful neighbor of the Soviet Union, and an 
OPEC nation. The United Scates supported the 
government of Shah Reza Pahlavi (re' z;;i pa'l;;i-ve'). 
The Shah colerated no dissent and his secret 
police, the nocorious Savak, imprisoned and tor­
tured hundreds of political opponents. 

The Shah succeeded in alienating almost every 
segment of Iranian society. The comfortable and 
modern middle-class of Teheran disapproved of 
Savak and wanted a voice in governing the coun­
try. The industrial working class of the country 
was inclined co favor socialism or even commu­
nism as a means of improving their lot. Most 
important, che Shah had angered che powerful 
Moslem priests, mullahs and ayatollahs (holy 
men), by seizing their property and by bringing 
western ideas, dress, and culture into Iran. The 
Moslem clergy still dominated the largest group in 
the population, rural peasants who had hardly 
been couched by the twentieth century. 

Nevertheless, Career referred co this powder 
keg of a nation as "an island of stability" in the 
Middle Ease. However, in 1978, Iran burst into 
rebellion. At first, the Shah kept some control, but 
then his army deserted him. They refused co fire 
on 'their fellow Iranians. 

The Hostage Crisis. In January 1979, after 
months of disorder, the Shah fled Iran. Ac che 
same time, the Ayacollah Ruholla Khomeini (ko­
man' e), che hard-line Moslem religious leader 
who had been exiled by che Shah, returned co 
Iran. Khomeini began co turn Iran back into a 
traditional Moslem nation. Consequently, every­
thing char had co do wi_th the Shah, the West, and 
che United Scares was condemned as villainous. 
When Career admitted the ailing Shah co the 
United Scates for creacmenc in Occober, Iranian 
studenfs stormed the American embassy in Iran's 
capital, Teheran, and cook 5 3 Americans hos cage. 

This was a blacanc violation of incernacional law. 

hostages through intermediaries or negot1at1on 
failed. Whipped into a nationalistic frenzy, Iran­
ians held the United Stares responsible for every 
misfortune Iran had suffered. The Ayatollah used 
che hostages as leverage for his religious party co 
seize control of che country. 

On April 24, 1980, Carter secretly ordered a 
specially trained commando unit co free the hos­
cages by force. The force landed in the desert 
outside Teheran, bur a collision of helicopters 
caused the complete abandonment of che mission. 
After the failed rescue attempt, the Iranians 
moved the hostages co unknown locations. Nego- , 
tiations were eventually reopened, but not uncil' 
the day Carter stepped down from the presidency 
-January 20, 1981-were the hostages released. 

The Election of 1980. Ironically, the ··Iranian,.T 
hostage crisis won Jimmy Career the Democratic 
nomination for president in 1980 and assured his• 
defeat in che general election. In November 1979, • 
before the hostages-were caken, Carter's populari-
ty stood ac a record low. Noc even in the lase days 
of Watergate had so many people disapproved of a. 
president's performance. Polls of Democrats 
showed chat Senacor Edward Kennedy of Massa­
chusetts, brother ofJohn and Robert, would easily 
defeat Career in the Democratic primaries. 

After che hostages were seized, however, the 
natural desire of che people co unite behind a 

Ayatollah Khomeini's followers held 53 Americans 
(one shown below; hostage for over a year. 

Bue Khomeini's hatred of all Americans put Career 
in. .a helpless position. Every attempt to free che - . . . - . ' 

Discussion Question : Should international politics be allowed to interfere with the OlymptCS , 
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president in times of crisis pushed Carter's popu­
larity up. Kennedy continued to campaign, and 
gained many delegares. Bur Carter's powe_r as the 
incumbent president and the voters' anxiety for 
the hostages gave Carter the Democratic nomin·a­
cion after a hard-fought campaign. 

As had happened in 1968 and 1972, the Demo­
crats were badly split. Kennedy backers did nor 
give Career their full support, and the President's 
populariry was still nor very high. Meanwhile, the 
conservative Ronald Reagan easily beat back chal­
lenges by more moderate Republicans George 
Bush and Illinois Congressman John Anderson. 
Reagan cook Bush as his vice presidential candi­
date. Anderson decided co run as an independent 
candidate. 

Reagan avoided the hoscage question. He said 
he ~id not wane to interfere with Carter's efforts 
and only hinted that he would have dealt with the 
crisis more effectively. Instead he hammered at 
the failure of Carter's economic policies and 
promised co break with the New Deal tradition of 
government intervention in the economy. 

Reagan was helped by the hostage issue. By 
election day the crisis had dragged on for exactly 
one year. Negotiations co bring.the hostages home 
dragged on, with no end in sight. This added co 
the belief that he was simply not up co the 
standards of leadership required of a president. 

Reagan also had some formidable political al­
lies. Although federal law put limits on the 
amount of money a candidate's campaign commit­
tee could spend, there was no cap on the amount 
chat other, supposedly independent groups could 
spend on behalf of the candidates they supported. 
These political action committees (PACs) spent many 
millions of dollars in 1980 co support Reagan and 
to oppose certain liberal senacors. 

One of the leading conservative forces in the 
campaign was a group know as the Moral Majority. 
Led by such fundamentalist preachers as Jerry 
Falwell, the Moral Majority appealed co voters on 
moral issues. Its members wanted to have prayer 
allowed in public schools, co defeat the ERA, and 
co reinstate what they perceived as traditional 
American values. They supported Reagan, and 
they forced many candidates co adopt more con­
servative positions so as to appeal co those voters 
who would be inclined to agree with the Moral 
Majoricy. 

President Ronald Reagan suri·ived an as;assination 
attempt early in his presidency. 

Almost every political expert predicted a very 
close election, but the outc;me was very different. 
Reagan won a large majoriry---43.9 million votes 
co 35.5 million for Carter, with 5.7 million going 
to John Anderson. In the electoral college, Reagan 
won 489 votes to only 49 for Carter. 

SECTION REVIEW 

l. Identify: windfall profits cax, Andrew 
Young, PLO, solidarity. 

2. What was remarkable about Democrat 
Jimmy Carter's nomination and election 
to the presidency in 1976? Who was his 
opponent in the election? 

3. Give examples of President Carter's do­
mestic policy problems. Cite one diplo­
matic triumph that he scored. 

4. Explain how the hostage crisis helped and 
hurt President Career in the 1980 cam­
paign. Who won the presidential election 
that year? What was his point of view? 
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I UNIT 10 

T he truth about the 
American economy in 
the 1980s was not 

pleasant, Ronald Reagan warned, 
but had to be faced: 

I regrec co say thac we are in 
the worse economic mess since 
the Great Depression. A few 
days ago I was presented with 
a report I had asked for-a 
comprehensive audic if you 
will of our economic condition. You won'c like 
it, I didn't like ic, buc we have co face che cruch 
and then go co work co turn things around. 
And . . . we can turn chem arou~d. 

2. THE REAGAN 
ADMINISTRATION 

Ronald Reagan had been a popular film actor and 
television show hose before serving two terms as 
governor of California and making several cries co 
win the presidency. Democrats scoffed at his lack 
of adminiscrative ability, but Reagan actually made 
a becter impression than did Jimmy Career. His 
popularity held firm and even increased. By 1983, 
signs of an economic recovery even won broader 
approval for his economic policies, which many 
had accacked as being designed co help che rich ac 
the expense of the middle and lower classes. 

A Conservative ivfovement. Reagan's advisers 
regarded the stunning 1980 victory as a mandace 
for a conservative revolution in national economic 
policy. Noc only had Ronald Reagan sailed into 
office, half a dozen of the Senate's leading Demo­
cracic liberals were defeated by conservative op­
ponents. For the first time in nearly 30 years, rh1:; 
Republicans had a majority in the Senate. The 
Democrats maintained a majority in the House of 
Represencacives, but their margin was narrowed. 
·When conservative Democrats, known as "boll­
weevils," voted for the President's policies, che 
Democrats' majoriry disappeared. 

800 ~ 

Over che years we've lee 
negative economic forces run 
out of control. We've scalled 
che judgment day. We no long­
er have chat luxury. We're ouc 
of time. 

We can leave our children 
with an unrepayable massive 
d.ebc and a shattered economy 
or we can leave chem liberty in 
a land where every individual 
has the opportunity co be 

whatever God intended us to be. All it cakes is a 
liccle common sense and recognition of our own 
ability. 
-SPEECH. FEBRUARY 5, 1981 

However, there was some evidence char the 
election results simply indi~aced rejection of 
Jimmy Carter. During the campaign, Reagan play­
ed down his conservative views and presented 
himself as a moderate. He even quoted the found­
er of Democratic Party liberalism, Franklin D. 
Roosevelt. Moreover, only about half of the na­
tion's eligible voters had cast ballots. Millions of 
voters had nor been moved enough by che cam­
paign co make their wishes known at the polls: 

Reagan's Economic Policies. Reagan wasced 
little rime in implementing his policies. Wich the 
help of the "boll weevils" in Congress, he intro­
duced the most innovative legislative program 
since Johnson's Grear Society. However, unlike 
Johnson's attempt co use the governmenc as an 
equalizer between poor and rich, Reagan felt chat 
the capitalise system could cake care of itself if che 
government kept ics hands off. 

First, the President argued chat huge govern­
ment expendirures and the resulting deficits were 
responsible for in.flacion. He quickly convinced 
Congress to cut S35 billion from the budgets of 
social welfare programs like Medicare, food 
scamps, and free school lunches for poor children. 

Second, Reagan's supply side economic theory 
• l was co held chat che way co cure unemp oyment 
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cue taxes, particularly for the wealthy. In theory, 
the untaxed money of the wealthy would be 
in\'esred in industry, thus creating jobs f9r work­
ingpeople. Supply side economics resembled the 
economic policies of Calvin Coolidge and Andrew 
~fellon in che 1920s. In face, Reagan dramatized 
his admiration for Coolidge by hanging his por­
trait in a conspicuous place in the White House. 

In the short run, his policies would cause 
higher unemployment, the President warned. But 
he urged Americans co "stay the course." By 1981 
the economy would be swinging upward. In fact, 
unemployment continued to rise though 1983, 
when it topped 11 percent, higher than at any time 
since che 1930s. Then, early in 1983, the unem­
ployment race began to decline. 

Fe7ieral Deficits. Reagan's reduction of spend­
ing on social programs and his tax curs for poten­
tial investors were compatible policies. However, 
in spending more money on the military, the 
President destroyed any chance of achieving his 
announced goal of balancing the federal budget. 

Reagan claimed that the increased spending was 
necessary ro restore America's prestige in the 
world. His arms build-up caused the military 
budget co soar to such heights that the Reagan 
administration ran up huge yearly overall budget 
deficits-dose to $200 billion by 1983. Enormous 
expenditures on new weapons systems resulted 
not in balanced budgets but in two increases in the 
ceiling of the national debt (the legal limit of 
borrowing the government allows itself). 

In 1981, because of the President's spending, 
the accumulated national debt reached $998 bil­
lion. In 1982, for the first time, the national debt 
rose to over S 1 trillion. The critic of big govern­
ment spending had borrowed and spent more 
money than any president before. 

Nevertheless, Reagan continued to depict the 
Democrats, and not himself, as free spenders with 
cax revenues. At the beginning of 1984, a majority 
of Americans agreed. Polls showed that voters 
thought of the Republican party as more frugal 
with tax revenues than their opponents. 

Hanging Tough With the Communists. 
President Reagan did not, as he hinted he might, 
break relations with the People's Republic of 
China and .recognize Nationalist China instead. 

CHAPTER 34 

However, he was less friendly to the People's 
Republic than Nixon, Ford, and Career had been. 
There were no good-will flights co Peking nor 
invicacions to Chinese leaders to call at the White 
House when Reagan entered office. 

Reagan had been a critic of detente when 
Henry Kissinger first defined it. He believed that 
the SALT II treaty had been "a one-~ay screec," 
wich Americans making all che concessions co the 
Soviets. He used his influence in the Senate co 
block the treaty's ratification. He consistently de­
scribed the Soviets in the harshest terms, saying 
that they were untrustworthy and committed to 
world domination. The relaxation of East-West 
tensions chat had occurred in the Nixon-Ford 
years seemed to be coming to an end. When' 
Premier Leonid Brezhnev of the Soviet Union· 
died in November 1982, the world waited to see 
who would succeed him. Yuri Andropov, whoJ 
seem~be a ~te, eventually took Brezh­
nev's place, but Reagan continued to use anci­
Soviec rhetoric, and the American-Soviet relation­
ship remained cool. 

The deployment of American Pershing II missiles in 
NATO countries in Europe triggered emotional de­
bates about arms limitation: 
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Nervousness in Europe. Reagan's cough talk 
about the Soviet Union caused uneasiness among 
America's European allies. Large numbers of peo­
ple in Western Europe, especially in West Germa­
ny, feared that the Reagan policies might precipi­
tate a nuclear war in which chey would be the 
first Soviet targets. Exploiting these anxieties, 
Andropov proposed several plans for arms reduc­
tion in Europe that he knew Reagan would never 
accept. He hoped to split the NATO alliance, and 
hoped co have the Soviets appear more friendly to 
Europe than the United Scares. 

However, European leaders, including Chan­
cellor Helmut Kohl of West Germany, Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher of Great Britain, and 
even President Franr;ois Mitterand of France, a 
socialist, remained loyal to the alliance. Even when 
antinuclear demonstrations were numerous dur­
ing the installation of new American nuclear mis­
siles in Europe, these leaders remained firm. 
Andropov's strategy had misfired, and he, coo, 
began speaking belligerently. 

After the new nuclear weapons were installed, 
however, the European leaders asked Reagan to 
cone down his rhetoric. Andropov died in early 
1984, and the new Soviet leader, Konstantin 
Chernenko, was not tied to all of the policies of his 
predecessors. Chernenko used some conciliatory 
language, and in March 1984, after Chancellor 
Kohl had visited Washingtan and urged Reagan co 
improve Soviet-American relations, the President 
said chat some sort of peaceful arrangement could 
oe made with the Soviet Union. Then, in April, 
Reagan traveled ta China for meetings with Chi­
nese leaders. Reagan had made the point that the 
United Scares would no longer back down from 
difficult confrontations, Reagan would from chen 
on negotiate from a position of screngch. 

Troubles in Central America. When Presi­
dent Reagan cook office, Fidel Castro was still in 
power in Cuba and _still promocing revolution in 
Central America. In 1979, the armed assistance 
provided by Cuban "volunteers" was at least partly 
responsible for the overthrow of a repressive 
military government in Nicaragua. The victorious 
rebels in Nicaragua, the Sandinistas, established a 
regime similar co Cuba's. 

The presence of a second Communise regime in 
_ . -Latin America alarmed Reagan and.. his advisers. 
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They feared that ocher nations in the region mighc 
also fall prey co rebel forces trained and equipped 
by Cuba. El Salvador, the smallest nation in Cen­
tral America, seemed particularly vulnerable co a 
rebellion chat had begun several years earlier. The 
Salvadoran military government made bitter ene­
mies among the peasants by sending armies into 
the countryside and systematically killing thou­
sands of suspected rebels. Despite the cruel tactics 
of the El Salvador regime, Reagan decided chat the 
Cuban-supported rebels muse be stopped from 
caking over the government. He won congression­
al approval for increasing military aid co El Salva~ 
dor. 

Critics of Reagan's policy choughc char che 
United Scares would be drawn deeper and deeper 
into a war against El Salvador's peasant guerrillas, 
as it had been drawn into Vietnam. They believed 
Americans would be drawn into a fight· against a 
national movement, helping a government whose 
brutality offended American ideals. 

Despite these risks, Reagan was determined co 
resist Communist pressure anywhere in the West­
ern Hemisphere. In Occober 1983, he startled che 
world by announcing chat United States Marines 
and paratroopers had invaded the tiny island na­
tion of Grenada in the southern Caribbean. He 
explained chat a brief civil war in Grenada had 
endangered the lives and liberties of 700 Ameri­
can medical students residing there. More impor­
tant, however, was the nature of the civil war. The 
victorious rebel forces had been supported in 
their revolt by Cuban soldiers. Reagan could not 
tolerate the threat of yet another Communise base 
being established in che Western Hemisphere. 
The invasion force of 6,000 Americans remained 
in Grenada jusc long enough co remove the 
Cuban-supported government from power and 
s~ che civil war. 

Marines in Lebanon. Coincidentally, on the 
very day that United Scates Marines invaded Gre­
nada, another force of marines stationed in Leba­
non in the Middle Ease were devascaced by a 
terrorise attack on their barracks. A truck carrying 
heavy explosives slammed into marine headquar­
ters just outside the Lebanese capital of Beiruc. 
Digging through the wreckage of che headquar­
ters, the stunned survivors of the blast counced 
241 dead Americans. 
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In October 1983 , 241 Americans died in a terrorist 
bombing of the United States Marine headquarters 
at the Beirut Airport in Lebanon. 

The tragedy caused Americans to wonder why 
Americans had been sent to Lebanon in the first 
place. As Reagan cried co explain, they were there 
principally co keep peace in Beirut, a cicy which 
for years had been at che center of a bitter civil war 
between Christian and Moslem Lebanese. In che 
spring of 1982, the siruacion had been further 
complicated when Israeli troops swept through 
southern Lebanon and forced the evacuation of 
one of Israel's principal enemies-the Palestine 
Liberation Organization. 

Bue the marines' mission was never really made 
clear. They could not be effective peacekeepers, 
since they were originally instructed to shoot only 
co defend themselves. Also, Moslem groups in 
Lebanon regarded them as allied with the Israeli 
enemy. Their numbers were too few co affect the 
warring factions . 

In February 1984, Reagan evacuated the ma­
rines to the fleet of American ships anchored off 
the Lebanese coast. Although Reagan claimed thac 
the United States still had influence in Lebanon, 
many Americans interpreted che withdrawal as an 
admission of ineffective United Scates foreign 
policy concerning Lebanon. 

Prayer in Schools. In 1984, Reagan spoke ou, 
on moral issues. He backed a proposed constitu­
tional amendment that would allow voluncary 
prayer into public school activities. The issue had 
been debated ever since school prayer had been 
banned by the Supreme Court as a violation of the 
conscicucional separation of church and scare. For 
the first rime, conservative supporters in che Sen­
ate felt chey would have a chance co approve rhe 
amendment. Bue when the voce was taken in 
March 1984, they fell 11 votes short of che 
required cwo-chirds majority. 

"Reaganomics" Criticized. In che election ' 
year 1984, upper and middle income Americans· 
and workingpeople with jobs beneficed from che 
near disappearance of inflation. The economy was 
recovering, and che nation's international prestige 
seemed co be rising. 

However, unemployment remained ac high lev­
els, as did interest races, and budget deficits and 
the national debt were hardly reduced. Oi"ganizeQii 
labor, and especially the AFL-CIO leadership: 18 

backed Democrats and created PACs to support .. 
their canciidaces and counteract the R.epublicanA 
oriented PACs. They also led vocer registration 
drives in hopes of getting the people who support­
ed liberal policies to voce Democratic. 

Another anti-Reagan group was the American 
black community. Many of the federal programs 
that blacks had benefited from were cue back or 
eliminated by Reag~· s budget cues. They had 
licde enthusiasm for "Reaganomics," as Reagan's 
trickle-down theory of economics was called. Rea­
gan was also widely perceived as being unsympa­
thetic to the concerns of America's minority 
groups. Consequently, when the Reverend Jesse 
Jackson, a well-known black civil rights leader. 
decided to pursue the Democratic presidential 
nomination in 1984, black voters began to rurn 
out for primary elections in large numbers. 

The Gender Gap. Another serious proble".'. 
facing Reagan was the so-called "gender gap. 
Careful analysis of che 1980 election results 
showed that women of nearly all political views 
were less likely co vote for Reagan than were mt n. 
The reason for women's opposition co Reagan wa.s 
clear insofar as -he opposed che ERA, both as a 
candidate and as president. He also approved 
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policies that seemed to threaten the social gains 
women had made in the 1960s and 1970s. 

Reagan attempted to answer these criticisms by 
appointing some women to high government posi­
tions. Se\'eral women served in his cabinet and in 
his first year in office, Reagan named the first 
woman justice ever to sit on the Supreme Court, 
Sandra Day O'Connor. 

SECTION REVIEW 

1. Write a sentence to identify: "boll wee­
,·ils," Beirut, Reaganomics, Jesse Jackson. 

2. Explain how President Reagan justified 
each of the following parts of his econom­
ic program: cutting $35 billion from the 
budgets of social programs; cutting back 

... income taxes; increasing expenditures for 
the military. 

3. Explain President Reagan's point in 
"hanging tough" with the Soviet Union. 

4. Describe me actions th.at President Rea­
gan took concerning two Latin American 
countries. 

3. AMERICA IN THE 1980s 

As in all previous periods of history, Americans in 
the 1980s were challenged ro make the difficult 
adjustment co changing circumstances. The pace 
of change in their time was rapidly accelerating 
and propelling their society into a future altogeth­
er different from what earlier generations had 
known. The three categories of change that 
seemed most startling were : (1) changes in the 
ethnic character of American life, (2) changes in 
electronic technology, · and (3) changes in the 
world at large. 

Rise of Minorities in the Sunbelt. The cen­
sus of 1980 called attention to a remarkable 
phenomenon. The racial and ethnic composition 
of the United States was steadily changing. There 
was a great influx of new immigrants from Asia 
and Latin America. The total population of the 
United Scates had increased ·11.4 percent since 
1970 to more than 226 million. But the rate of 
increase among minority groups was substantially 

CHAPTER 34 

higher than the population as a whole. 
Black American~ nwnbered 26 million in 1980, 

an increase of 12. l percent in ten years. More 
significant were the numbers of blacks who had 
risen to positions of prominence in American life. 
There were black businesspeople and executives 
numbering in the thousands and black politicians 
who, by 1984, held 20 seats in Congress. Black 
mayors governed 19 major cities. 

The population of another minority, Hispanic 
Americans, increased by 61 percent between 
1970 and 1980. At this race, demographers esti­
mated that by 1990, Hispanic Americans would 
outnumber blacks and become the largest ethnic 
minority in the United States. 

A third minority was increased at the incredible 
rate of 128 percent in just one decade. Through 
the 1970s, immigrants from the Asian countries of 
Korea, Japan, Vietnam, India, Taiwan, and the • 
Philippines took advantage of the immigration law 
of 1965, which had allowed Asians co enter the 
United States in numbers equal co Europeans. By 
1980, there were 3.5 million people who were 
Asian or of Asian descent in the cities and suburbs 
of the United States. 

Simultaneously, another shift in population was 
fast changing the political and economic life of 
every American community. Throughout the 
1970s, old cities of .the Northeast and Midwest 
from Boscon ro St. Louis witnessed the closing of 
one factory after another. At the same time, in the 
South and West, such cities as San Diego, Denver, 
Houston, and Miami experienced unprecedented 
growth. Responding ro the attraction of lower 
taxes, major corporations shifted their headquar­
ters from colder and older American regions-the 
so-called Frostbelt-to the warmer and newer 
regions-the so-called Sunbelt. Thousands of 
those who moved to the Sunbelt cities were new 
immigrants from Asia and Latin America. • 

American Indians. American Indians made 
significant gains during the mid-twentieth century. 
Since the 1880s, the federal government had 
followed a wavering policy toward the Native 
American people. In 1887, the Dawes Act advocat­
ed the break-up of tribal systems and the redistri­
bution of reservation lands, traditionally held by 
the tribe, among individuals. This was supposed to 
make the Indians landowners in the mode of 
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MY DEAR MR PR ESIDENT 
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GREAT PRESIDENT OF A GREAT COUNTRY, SINCERELY YOURS 
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