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January 29 1 1986 

To the F:1cult:,.r urid Student:; of Concord High School: 

To<lay nll Americn jdns with yon in prrring- tribute t(':i the 
tn-"nory of a teacher. a friend,, t\ wife and r:,othc1· 1 fl kri.dcr. 

The r;hocl~ and grief, the numbnec~, we all e:--.:perienccrl ct 
h::vinc- Christn t!c.Auliffe so suddenly fake:. from our r:d.t.!st 
Tuc-od.ay Flornfor:; h: besond thn pc,wm." of words to ~::-:press. 
But throufh th~ sih:.--ncr. c,f r:-0rrow ~-.e can :-,;sy that your 
burdE-•fl fo not only the burden of ell Americ~m!';, but of 
pcop!t: throu~hout the world \::ho ~in~ in Christa v:hnt you 
,,.-ho k:r.cw her hcst r-av1 !n her -- n \7NT_nn of cour;:;.rc ond 
cnring, t~n cducn.tor cf houndlcGr. C''1err., e,d inc-xheuf.itiblc 
cnthu5i!rnri, s::. in~pi:rB.tion to youHg ti.nd c-lc sIU:c. 

Jn l~Gl, l:heri the flrot r.rnnr:cd r1issi!"l:·13 we1•c flo.·, n i!-1to 
sp!icc, ChristP. Uc.'\ulH'fe wn5 12 :,'c.,rrc cl<i, your..r:er- than 
virtur<lly nU cf -you r.~r:thcn·cd here. She !3d<l ?'f'ccntly th.at 
2t u-.~ oa..-n Gf the 6pRcc ar;e shP, "1us fru,ciri,-;.ted by the 
po:.~8ihilitiN". it open~c to the ir.iavr.~tfon I but tht.t sh,""! 
never consfdc:c~ hccor.ii:,g- &n ft~tronuut bccnusc thcr.:- were 
no :role n,r,dcl~; . Anct nhcr~ ~he hcrt'e:lf bcc.::.r:ic 11 role C;;t:>del 
for othPra, she chrtr:'l.cterlstkr..lly fookcd heck in Am!'rican 
hif;tory to ethers wno l,<Jd challcr.i~cd l! trsckles!:l f:ror;ticr. 
On her appHcnt1on !or selection a.s th<! first t~nchcr in 
sp~ce, ehc wrotl' that, like the: pfonc~r tro.velern cf th~ 
C()n.Qatoin wogon de.:rs, she intended to Jcc0p n. journal of 
her pasav.s~-

\':c vill nc-vl'r h..nvc the cipportun!ty to rend thst joul"nal, 
but fs.11 of ut:: -- rill of ycu -- wrn h.tY(! tl:c opportunit~· to 
write the history th:::t folltl\H:. And s.s you r:iove forwcrd 
frori th!s ch:y, C! S i!:s ck,uds nod sh.B.dows give way to frcBh 
sunl!f~ht, I l~nc,; thrit you will ponder many tif'les how best 
to hone:- the r.er.-,ory (,f your dear friend. You could 
hcrcl·.· do hr-tter thna to be:lic•ve v.s &he heliDvcd, tl;lr.t the 
ll,'c:l ·rind c-:..:r-.npk of every citizen tilil:c -- tuichcr, 
enpr:.ccr, 11l,1ycr, pcliccmsrn, mot hear. fnt~cr -- have: thr. 
pc.t•;!?r to ch2:,r.c the cours(' of huf":t.:n cvc:r;t[.: fo?· thP. coed. 

S~b/2~ 
f/1Jf6o/ - o-;J 
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Robert Frcst cnce wrote thot, "We love tho things we love 
for \Vht.t thoy arc;." Christa UcAuliffe was very empl1attc 
and ccnfictent about who s.be v:e.s and th~ dream she li!ld 
the crew of Chcllcnger wer~ pursuing. lt is s drcar:i older 
th1m nnnkbd, as agelese s.s the uniYc~se Into which the 
nll-knouing God has plo.ccd us. And it is a drc-&m ,~hich 
thrives only \'lhen wo follow our d~stiny -- to labor, to 
explore, to sock, to discover, and to kncu. 

We prey, then, that In gr«nting- Christa McAullffo and her 
comp~n1onG their etcrnc.1 rest, God will fill ea.ch of ui; with 
the bcunty of Hls pcece imd con3ofotion. 

Nancy and I nre with you in thought and spirit. God blesa 
you. .t 

SENT TO: 

Mr. Charles Foley, Principal 
Concord Big-h School 
Warren Street 
Concord, New Hampshire 03301 

RR:CAD:AVH:jz (lPMN) 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 30, 1986 

NOTE FOR MR. REGAN 

FROM: ·TOM DAWSON 

The principal of the high school in 
New Hampshire reports their ceremony 
will be held tomorrow at 1:00 p.m. 
A student will read the President's 

1 letter at the ceremony and they 
request it not be released until the 
ceremony has concluded (around 
3:00 p.m.). A copy of the letter is 
attached. 

/ 
/, ·/ •.:,.~ .: . .:._ .(:-

·, 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 29, 1986 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

The school where Christa McAuliffe 
taught is holding a private 
memorial service for her tomorrow. 
We have been in contact with school 
officials, who have requested that 
no White House representatives 
attend the service in order to 
avoid publicity. 

We have agreed with school 
officials, however, that you will 
send a message which will be read 
at the service. A draft of that 
message is attached for your 
review. 

When you have had a chance to 
review the message, please give it 
to the Usher's Office to be 
returned to my office. It needs to 
be dispatched to New Hampshire this 
evening. Thank you. 

l) ~j 
Dav& Chew 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 29, 1986 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: FREDERICK J. RYAN, JR . .:1-d(l 
SUBJECT: Concord High School 

This morning I spoke with Charles Foley, Principal of Concord High 
School where astronaut Christa McA.uliffe was a leach er. 

d£Lt_J___ _ 
I conveyed your sympathies to him and the students of Concord High 
School and indicated your willingness to assist in any way. I specifically 
suggested the possibility of sending a prominent person (i.e. former 
astronaut, Cabinet member, etc.) to address the students about 
yesterday's events and to help ease their pain. The principal was very 
grateful for the offer, but declined, saying the school has been _ 
"badgered" by the Press and an outside visitor would probably just bring 
in more press. 

The Principal explained that the Concord High School students are pulling 
together as a group to help each other deal with the sadness of their 
loss. He felt the Press had been cruel in the ways they played and 
replayed the film clips of the students before and after the tragic lift-off. 
Accordingly, he has closed the campus to press. 

The school is planning a memorial service of its own for Thursday or 
Friday of this week. .A____sp.eciaLmessag.e __ _fr.o.m_y.o~ WiU &e s~nL1o_.the .. 
ceremony. l.~4$~ _ 

The Principal asked me to convey to you their deep appreciation for your 
efforts to console them at this time. He was sure that the knowledge that 
you are personally concerned will be of great comfort to the students. 





THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 29, 1986 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

Attached for your 
information is a memo from 
Fred Ryan responding to your 
question about White House 
assistance to Rosey Grier 
with his "Are You Committed" 
program for inner-city 
youth. 

~ 
David Chew 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 27, 1986 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

FREDERICK J. RYAN, JR. t}f't 

Update on Assistance to Rasey Grier's 
Program, "Are You Committed?" 

For the past year your office of Private Sector Initiatives has provided 
ongoing assistance to Rosey Grier's inner city youth program, "Are You 
Committed?". I have visited his headquarters/youth center in Los 
Angeles and we have been involved in introducing him to several possible 
corporate members of his Board of Directors. 

The Republican National Committee has worked with us to introduce him to 
significant GOP contributors. We have arranged to have him attend 
several Republican fundraising events and organized a fundraiser 
specifically for him in Washington on September 16, 1986. 

We are continuing our efforts to help Rasey with this fine program. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 15, 1986 

Dear Rosey: 

I'm sorry I missed your recent call but welcome 
this opportunity to send anniversary congratula­
tions to you and everyone with "Are You Committed." 

A little less than two years ago, you opened 
the doors of AYC's Training Center as an 
opportunity for the growth and development of 
our youth in preparation for the future. The 
young are the promise of America, and I am proud 
to salute you with the hope of many anniversaries 
to come for your contributions to the betterment 
of this nation. 

I hope you will continue to be in touch with 
Linda Chavez as well as my office of Private 
Sector Initiatives who can help with arranging 
a White House briefing for your colleagues at 
"Are You Committed." 

Nancy joins me in sending our appreciation to 
you and all of the members of AYC for the 
wonderful work you are doing. Thank you and 
God bless you. 

Sincer~~~ 

Mr. Rasey Grier 
Chairman 
"Are You Committed" 
3005 South Grand Avenue 
Los Angeles, California 90007 

P.S. -- Happy Anniversary! 



"ARE YOU COMMITTED" 

December 23, 1985 

The President 
The White House 
Washington D.C. 20500 

RE: AYC Financial Suppport 

Dear President Reagan: 

Thank you for your interest and enthusiastic endorsement of ARE YOU 
COMMITTED's work with inner-city youth. A few months ago when you and 
I discussed on the telephone the plight of those young people, I knew 
that it was not just talk. We agreed that something could be done. 
Subsequently, A. C. Lyles, Lee Khan of Working Partners, Fred Ryan, 
and other members of your staff visited the premises of "ARE YOU 
COMMITTED". They complimented our work, and we appreciated their 
support. 

Since that time, 
the funds that w 

ho~ever, there has been no real pin ge 
e us to meet the needs 

r. President, 
country-I support 

e ·n the 
you wholeheartedly, 

re ta • 
I know that you have a beart 

f◊r the plight of 
spir"it and vision 
h'as been;--and can 

the pooL_and needy 
that has made this 
be an even greater 

These people need ra catch tbe 
nation great. "ARE YOU CQHMITTF.O" 
channel to promote these ideals~ 

Therefore, I am asking you to identify individuals aod companies that 
will help us by pravidiog expertise and financial assistance ra beJp 
t~in, motivate and place young people tn the Jabar farce- Li~ou, 
we need to overcome deficit spending (smile). 

We are partners working for the good of our communities, country and 
the world. I will be calling you within ten days for your comments. 

L e, 

Rasey G~ 
Chairm:m 
"Are You Committed" 

RG:ks 

cc: Donald Regan 
Doug Holiday 

HW'.'<l)l:\<i ll0-\1{1) .-\1l<1111" S1aJ...k~. \1.1) 
01' DIRITIORS (\111h1a S1;1J...k, 
K,1,c-y (i11c-r l\':\110:\.-\I_ ll-(),.\1{1) 
\L11!.!1c (i11n < JI· TKl 'STl-.1:S 
1'.1.h,'.1rd I lold,·11. \1.1) l:!~111 IL1y l"r-
( )Ilic· fl.,fd,:11 l'cil H,lllflc' 

Du11.dd Cli111<111 
11,dh C<1m, 
llilh. 1);1,1,. h 
i ), ,,; I h, ,,-r 

Kc-11h fa1cJ...,n11 
.lo,· ( i1hh, 

.-\nhur II. Lil kr 
·1i,111 I _;111dr) • 

\le-ad,"' l;11J... l.,·111<>11 

\brih11 \h-C"" 
Sc!l!i \lc-(i1\'!.!••r 
l.1,,.•nn, \11H1r: 

Hill l\ia,l,,1 
1),,11 :-,.;,:",·"111bc-
l )1 l-rc-dc-11cJ... K < •. 1'11,·c­
.-\111.h i{<1hthlc'i11 

I )r l<uh,-rt S,·liulkr 
.bc:J...,c Sl;,lc-1 
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1(--.. 
The President has seen~S) 

(Rohrabacher/BE) \?&! 7..,,,-;?i~S"~ 
January 29, 1986 • 
6:30 p.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL TAPING: WHY THE PRESIDENT'S BUDGET? 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 30, 1986 

You've probably heard cynics say that my budget was dead 

before arrival on Capitol Hill. Well, as in the case of Mark 

Twain, reports on this death have been greatly exaggerated. 

Although it is Members of Congress who vote yea or nay on the 

budget in our Democracy, it will be the American people who make 

the ultimate decision. And this year, I think the American 

people are demanding much more than politics as usual. 

The politics of the budget process has traditionally been 

"I'll vote for yours if you'll vote for mine." But, this must be 

the year when we think of our children's future and come to grips 

with the high level of deficit spending. It is only a question 

of whether our elected officals can, in the face of a major 

threat to our country's well-being, act responsibly instead of 

politically. Well, I think we've come to a moment when the 

gravity of the situation will impel America's elected officals to 

rise to the occasion. 

The first example of this commitment was passage of the 

Gramm-Rudman-Hollings Amendment, which offers a reasonable, 

phased-in solution to the budget deficit. We've all seen the 

near hysteria in some circles over the Gramm-Rudman-Hollings 

targets, but there are always naysayers. The targets can be met. 

The problem of deficit spending can be brought under control, and 

don't let anyone tell you any different. It will only take a 



Page 2 

recognition by Members of Congress of the fact that the time has 

come to bite the bullet and make tough decisions. 

The reason I am confident that it can be done is that it has 

been done. I have submitted to the Congress a budget that meets 

our deficit reduction targets without undermining absolutely 

essential programs or undercutting national defense. Our budget 

keeps spending on defense to the bare minimum, and it doesn't 

touch Social Security. What it does is prune some of the budget 

items which are only funded because special interests have 

managed over the years to maneuver them through the system. 

The budget I've submitted is fair and comes to grips with 

the deficit. It doesn't rely on raising taxes, which could knock 

our country back into recession. Instead, we are proposing a 

reasonable, phased-in spending reduction. Our budget is alive 

and kicking. It is time to get down to work. 





/1 



The President has seen 1/Jf.i 

(Rohrabacher/BE) 2/ "7< .. '9 "!f· <' ,,. 
January 29, 1986 ~-' 1C • .,, .1,.::, .>c. 
6:45 p.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL TAPING: THE FOUR COMPONENTS OF THE BUDGET 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 30, 1986 

The budget challenge we are now facing was a long time in 

the making, yet we should not think it is insurmountable. A 

reasonable, phased-in solution will, in a few years, put any 

economic threat behind us without jeapordizing our country's 

security or undercutting our long-run potential for economic 

progress. Our Administration has taken the task of ending 

deficit spending seriously. We've proposed a budget that will 

reach the Gramm-Rudman-Hollings targets without gutting our 

national defense or cutting Social Security and other essential 

domestic programs. So don't let anyone tell you it can't be 

done. 

We've proposed trimming from the Federal budget those items 

that are not essential to the well-being of the Nation as a 

whole. Over decades, special interests, using their political 

skills, have been able to secure for themselves a yearly stipend 

from the Federal Treasury. Some budget items are of questionable 

value even to direct recipients. Many programs, if they are 

within the legitimate sphere of Government, should be financed by 

those State and local governments that directly benefit. 

Pruning non-essential spending need not undermine the 

viability of necessary and irreplacable Federal programs. Social 

Security is an example of something so many people absolutely 

depend on. Keeping our country safe and at peace is something we 

can't afford to compromise. After all, if peace is not 
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maintained, or if we lose our freedom, all the other hotly 

debated issues become irrelevant. A top priority of our 

Administration has been ensuring that every dollar allocated for 

defense is absolutely necessary and that it is spent efficiently. 

But we can't cut back to the days of the late seventies and allow 

our country to become vulnerable again. 

There are those who argue that raising taxes is the answer 

to bringing down our high level of deficit spending. That 

alternative is no alternative at all. Raising taxes will kick 

the legs out from under our economy and throwing us back into 

recession; that would actually increase deficit spending and 

taxes at the same time -- the worst of all worlds. 

Today, we must face facts, do what is necessary, and move 

ahead. We must admit that the Federal Government is, simply, 

spending too much and have the courage to accept that, although 

we would like to do more, we cannot afford it. This is not a 

matter of being Republican or Democrat. It is a matter of being 

responsible or not being responsible. 

Gramm-Rudman-Hollings will not dictate what programs are 

important, or where cuts in spending will be made. That effort 

is called the budget process. I wrote my budget and declared 

spending priorities, and now Congress, by law, is required to do 

the same. I hope all Americans will let their elected 

Representive know that now is the time to get serious. Now is 

the time to build for our children the foundation of a prosperous 

America at peace. 



~ 
le, 

I 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

DATE: 
1/30/86 

NOTE FOR: Ta-1 GIBSON 

The President has 

seen 

acted upon 

commented upon 

the attached; and it is forwarded to you for your: 

cc: 

information 

action 

David L. Chew 
Staff Secretary 

(x-2702) 

Donald T. Regan 
Pat Buchanan 
•Pl!yd!Gd sJA¥14es 

e 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 29, 1986 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

PATRICK J. BUCHANA@ 

THOMAS F. GIBsotr(f. 

Jobs and Detroit Mayor Coleman Young 

As you mentioned, Mayor Coleman Young of Detroit appeared on 
"Face the Nation" and "McLaughlin One-on-One" last weekend and 
made certain assertions: 

o Government-created "make-work" jobs could be a key solution 
to the problem of high unemployment in the black community. 

o "No one can seriously contend that there are enough jobs out 
there. Be reasonable, man." 

o Budget cuts in fiscal year 1987 "could throw the City of 
Detroit into a deficit." 

We prepared a brief review of the employment picture in Detroit. 
Mayor Coleman remarks generally belie the recovery and job growth 
that currently exists there. 

In the last two years, Detroit's unemployment rate was cut in 
half. The city unemployment rate fell to 12.1% in February 1985, 
about half the 22.6% rate in January 1983. (Most recent 
statistics, September '85, city unemployment was reported at 
13.0%, 9.2% for the metropolitan area.) 

In the first nine months of 1985, nearly 300,000 more residents 
of the City of Detroit were employed than in 1983. Total 
employment in Detroit has increased 7% since 1983. 

Help Wanted 

o In the Detroit News on Sunday, January 26, 1986, there were 
24 pages of "help wanted" ads, including: 

74 ads for auto mechanics and auto clerks; 
38 ads for general laborers; 
36 ads for tellers, clerks, and office help; 
34 ads for sales workers; and 
18 ads for bar and restaurant workers, many saying 

"no experience necessary." 
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o Sunday's Detroit Free Press contained: 

70 ads for retail clerks, cashiers and tellers; and 
49 ads for office and clerical workers, seeking 

"self starting individuals." 

o According to the Conference Board survey of major Detroit 
area newspapers, the Help Wanted Index for Detroit stood at 
67 in November 1985, the highest since October 1983 and the 
second-highest level in five years. 

Hunger and the Homeless 

o The U.S. Conference of Mayors, of which Young served as 
president in 1982-83, claimed recently that the recovery has 
not helped urban poverty, hunger or homelessness. 

o In 1982, Mayor Young declared the city in a state of unem­
ployment and hunger emergency. The federal government 
responded with massive donations of food products. Through 
mismanagement, the Young administration allowed over half a 
million pounds of donated USDA food to rot during 1983. In 
response to the public outcry and a federal investigation, 
the City of Detroit used more than $400,000 in public and 
private funds to replace the spoiled food. 

o The residential rental vacancy rate for Detroit was 7.5% in 
January 1986, nearly double the nationwide average of 4%. 

City Finances Side note 

o The City of Detroit collected $35 million in federal revenue 
sharing funds in 1985. It also ran a $40 million budget surplus. 

Mayor Young's charges are the latest in a series of "reports" 
since Thanksgiving: The Democrat staff of the Joint Economic 
Committee claimed that American families worse off than before; 
the National Urban League said in its annual "State of Black 
America" that black Americans have been left out of the recovery; 
and the U.S. Conference of Mayors charged that hunger and 
homelessness remain widespread. The facts indicate otherwise. 

The media give play to these reports because they say "on the 
other hand" to the successes of "Reaganomics." 

With your approval we will respond to the issues raised by the 
Mayor and others and set the record straight. 

Approve Disapprove 
I 

~J,-~••A , 





l'hP. President has seen~ 

JANUARY 30, 1986 
,;;: , -✓- -->6 / IPC,,.7 55 

DROPBY G, 0, P, HOUSE BREAKFAST 50 o o / 

GOOD MORNING. I HOPE YOU'VE HAD A GOOD 

BREAKFAST. I KNOW YOU'VE BEEN HAVING SOME 
GIVE-AND-TAKE WITH DON REGAN AND OTHERS/ 
AND I WANTED TO COME BY AND SEE IF YOU'VE 
SOLVED ALL OUR PROBLEMS FOR THE YEAR. 

1986 IS A YEAR OF OPPORTUNITY AND 
CHALLENGE FOR ALL OF US, BOTH LEGISLATIVELY 
AND POLITICALLY. BUT I AM CONVINCED THAT BY 
WORKING TOGETHER/WE CAN SHOW THE AMERICAN 
PEOPLE THAT THEIR ELECTED REPUBLICAN 
OFFICEHOLDERS CONTINUE TO PRODUCE POSITIVE 
RESULTS. 

NEXT WEEK, I WILL SEND YOU MY BUDGET 
FOR FISCAL YEAR 1987 WHICH WILL MEET THE 
REQUIREMENTS OF GRAMM-RUDMAN WITHOUT RAISING 
TAXES OR THREATENING OUR NATIONAL DEFENSE. 



- 2 -

I ALSO WANT YOU TO KNOW THAT I DO WANT 
A RECONCILIATION BILL. HOWEVER, LAST YEAR's 
BILL WAS UNACCEPTABLE BECAUSE OF MANY 
PROVISIONS WHICH INCREASED SPENDING OR MADE 
ILL-ADVISED POLICY CHANGES{ I AM HOPEFUL 
THAT WE CAN WORK WITH THE CONGRESS TO 
PRODUCE A RECONCILIATION BILL WHICH CONFINES 
ITSELF TO PRODUCING SIGNIFICANT, NECESSARY 
BUDGET SAVINGS. 

ON TAX REFORM/LET ME REITERATE THAT 
I WOULD NOT SIGN THE BILL WHICH PASSED THE 
HOUSE.fHOWEVER; YOU HAVE HELPED TO KEEP THE 
PROCESS ALIVE/WHICH I DEEPLY APPRECIATE/ 
AND I CAN ASSURE YOU THAT WE SHALL WORK 
CLOSELY WITH THE SENATE TO OBTAIN A BILL 
WHICH ACHIEVES TRUE TAX REFORM. 



• 

- 3 -

ON THE FOREIGN POLICY FRONT, WE HAVE 
A NUMBER OF VITAL ISSUES f- AID TO FREEDOM 
FIGHTERS IN NICARAGUA/ANGOLA AND ELSEWHERi/ 
DEFENSIVE ARMS FOR MODERATE ARAB STATES/ 
ISOLATING QADDAFI/AND, OF COURSE, 
ISSUES RELATED TO THE FORTHCOMING SUMMIT 
WITH MR. GORBACHEV, 

I IMAGINE YOU'VE ALREADY COVERED SOME 
OF THESE ITEMS THIS MORNING/AND I REALLY DO 
WANT TO HEAR WHAT'S ON YOUR MIND/so LET'S 
START THE DISCUSSION,\ BOB, WOULD YOU LIKE 
TO LEAD OFF? 

(GENERAL DISCUSSION) 

WELL, THANK YOU FOR COMING DOWN THIS 
MORNING,) I INTEND TO CONTINUE OUR ONGOING 
DIALOGUE/AND I APPRECIATE THE GOOD 
DISCUSSION WE HAVE HAD TODAY. 

.. 





I 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 30, 1986 

BEN ELLIOTT: 

The President today approved 
the attached text for the 
Lighting of America preface. 
Fred Fielding has asked to 
review the approved text. 
I have asked him to get 
back to me by Tuesday, 
February 4. I will let you 
know as soon as I hear from 
him. Call me if you have 
any problem with this time 
frame. 

David Chew 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 30, 1986 

FRED FIELDING: 

Attached is the Presi?ent's 
approved text fo~ the 
Lighting of America preface. 

Speechwriters will not move 
on this until I hear back 
from you, by Tuesday if 
possible. Thanks. 

David Chew 

p JL D I l/ - • 1£ 

-0\~ 7-/W; 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 29, 1986 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

Attached for your approval 
is a preface to a pictorial 
book entitled The Lighting 
of America. You approved of 
the idea in a memo from Fred 
Fielding attached at Tab A. 

The text of the preface has 
been approved by your Senior 
Staff. 

~ 
Pavid Chew 



l'l.1.c l'.,esict , ,,~ 
ent ha~ seen~ 

:~:~ JP.>l 2' ;·· c·: :: ! 

(Noonan/BE) 
January 27, 1986 
4:00 p.m. 

PREFACE FOR THE "LIGHTING OF AMERICA" 

President Ronald Reagan 

The 1984 Olympic Torch Relay provided all Americans a 

once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to share a bright and shining 

moment in both Olympic history and the history of our Nation. 

From New York to California, Americans united together for a 

12,000-mile hand-clapping, flag-waving parade in a celebration of 

Olympic pride and American patriotism. For 82 days and nights, 

from the tranquil beauty of New England country roads through 

sleepy Midwestern towns and, later, the bustling freeways of 

California, the historic flame witnessed all the beauty and 

diversity of America. Those who saw it cheered, and waved flags, 

and sometimes found themselves completely taken by emotion as the 

flame passed by. 

Like most people, I couldn't "take time off" to follow the 

torch -- but I too experienced its journey and found myself swept 

up in it. So much so that when I was working on my acceptance 

speech for the Republican National Convention that August, my 

thoughts kept turning to the torch -- and the torchbearers. I 

hope the reader won't mind my repeating some of what I said: 

... All along the way, that torch became a 
celebration of America. And we all became 
participants in the celebration. 

Each new story was typical of this land of 
ours. There was Ansel Stubbs, a youngster of 99, 
who passed the torch in Kansas to 4-year-old 
Katie Johnson. In Pineville, Kentucky, it came at 
1:00 a.m., so hundreds of people lined the streets 
with candles. At Tupelo, Mississippi, at 7:00 a.m. 
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on a Sunday morning, a robed church choir sang "God 
Bless America" as the torch went by .... 

In Richardson, Texas, it was carried by a 
14-year-old boy in a special wheelchair. In 
West Virginia the runner came across a line of deaf 
children and let each one pass the torch for a few 
feet, and at the end those youngsters' hands talked 
excitedly in sign language. Crowds spontaneously 
began singing "America the Beautiful" or "The 
Battle Hymn of the Republic" .... 

And then, in San Francisco a Vietnamese 
immigrant, his little son held on his shoulders, 
dodged photographers and policemen to cheer a 
19-year-old black man pushing an 88-year-old white 
woman in a wheelchair as she carried the torch. 

My friends, that's America. 

And it was, and is. That torch somehow brought out the best 

in us, the most generous and moving part of our natures. Only 

later did I hear about the 62-year-old runner from Seattle, 

Washington, who said, "I figure the torch is a needle, and that 

the cadre of runners carrying it is a thread sewing our-Nation up 

again." 

In the spring and summer of 1984, Americans shared in an 

Olympic dream for all the world to see. It was a memory that 

we'll cherish for the rest of our lives. The Lighting of America 

succeeds in recapturing the swelling of pride -- and joy -­

inspired by the Olympic summer, and it will extend the legacy of 

the millions of dollars left to America's youth by those who 

carried the Olympic flame across our great Nation. 






