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PRESIDENTIAL TAPING: 

(Robinson/ARD) 
August 8, 1986 
3:00 p.m. 
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DANNY THOMAS FUNDRAISER FOR ST. JUDE'S _j'frJ!pp~ 
HOSPITAL AND 50TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY --..VEt:JC:? 
MONDAY, AUGUST 11, 1986 ¾f9'Jf 

Ladies and gentlemen, it was in 1936 that Danny Thomas met 
. . ,;;10o7,-<? 5 

and married his beautiful Rose Marie. · Danny had a job hosting a 

Michigan radio show -- a good job to provide for the young couple 

as they began their life together. But the Depression was on, 

and within a few months, Danny was out of work. 

Soon he was desperate, wondering whether he should forget 

about show business. It all seemed hopeless. When he could 

think of nothing else, Danny prayed to the patron of hopeless 

causes, St. Jude. 

St. Jude was listening. The next day, Danny was offered a 

radio job in Chicago. 

Since then, it's been five decades of show business 

greatness -- television shows like "Make Room for Daddy;" movies 

like "The Unfinished Dance" and "The Jazz Singer;" in more recent 

years, a production company and guest appearances. Danny, I 

can't help thinking -- if things had worked out like that for me, 

I would never have left Hollywood. 

But there has been still more to the life of Danny Thomas -­

something else that goes back to that almost hopeless day in 1936 

and that desperate prayer to St. Jude: In 1962, Danny returned 

his thanks to St. Jude and to God Himself by founding the 

St. Jude Children's Hospital in Memphis. And in the years since, 

Danny has worked ceaselessly for that institution. Proceeds from 

his concerts and commercials go to St. Jude's. So, too, do the 
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funds raised in his annual golf tournament. And tonight Danny 

and Rose Marie are surrounded by you, their friends, because they 

- asked you to buy tickets to this dinner for St. Jude's rather 

than anniversary presents. 

And that says it all. Rose Marie and Danny -- once again 

here you are working with heart and hand as you have for so many 

years past, to help children everywhere by way of the St. Jude 

Children's Medical Center. Once again your family is with you in 

this effort -- those beautiful children and grandchildren to whom 

both of you have shown such devotion. And this time it's all 

happening on a very special, personal, golden day for both of 

you. I know your children, grandchildren -- all your friends 

are proud of you. 

Nancy and I are sorry we can't be there with you, but from 

our hearts we say: Congratulations to you both on this happy 

golden 50th wedding anniversary. God bless you. 
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MEMORANDUM TO FRED RYAN 
FROM: KATHY OSBORNE 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 21, 1986 

SUBJECT: TAPING FOR Danny and Rose Marie Thomas 

The President would like to use the following for the Danny 
Thomas taping: 

"Rose Marie and Danny -- once again here you are working 
with heart and hand as you have for so many years past, to 
help children everywhere by way of the St. Judes Childrens 
Medical Center." 

"And this time you are doing it on a very special, personal, 
golden day for both of you." 

"Nancy and I are sorry we can't be there with you but from 
our hearts we say: Congratulations to you both on this happy 
golden 50th wedding anniversary. God bless you." 



··A"'• 

~,) RONALD REAGAN 
·-........ ·• 



August 11, 1986 

.Dear John: 

Bless you and thank you for your kind letter 
and generous words. I'm most grateful. 

It behooves us all to counter the wave of 
feeling and lack of understanding about the 
South African situation. Of course, we are 
all opposed to apartheid and injustice, but 
causing economic hardship and unemployment 
for millions of Black workers is not the 
answer. I've just had a remarkable, states­
man-like letter from Buthelezi, the leader 
of all the Zulus, the largest group among 
the Blacks of South Africa. He details what 
punitive sanctions would do to his people 
and the other tribes as well, and it's a very 
ugly· picture. 

Again, you were kind to write -- thank you. 

Sincerely, 

or. John A. Howard 
President 
The Rockford Institute 
934 North Main Street 
Rockford, Illinois 61103 

RR:AVH:pps 
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Tl1e Roclaord Ii1stitl1te 
934 North Main Street Rockford, IL 61103 

815/964-5053 

The Hon. Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
The White Ilouse 
Wasldngton, D C 20500 

Dear Ron: 

July 29, 1986 

I meant to write you the very evening of your 
speech about South Africa, but was sidetracked. The continued 
carping, including a growing chorus of folks who know better, 
makes it all the more important to register a 100% solid gold Bravo!!! 

As I listened to your wisely conceived and skillfully 
phrased analysis, I kept thinking how greatly blessed the United 
States is, and has been, to have a man of such courage, perception 
and integrity as its President. Providential is the apt designation 
for your Presidency. 

I am confident history will prove you absolutely 
correct in this matter. 

JAH:rk 

With abiding gratitude, 

John A. Howard 
President 





August 11, 1986 

Dear Nick: 

Thank you very much for all our Icelandic 
goodies. I'm sorry I didn't get a chance 
to see you while you were here. They've 
had me on quite a merry-go-round. 

You were very kind to give me a review of 
Maureen's performance. I've relayed your 
words to her, and she was very touched and 
pleased. Incidentally, she came home with 
nothing but the warmest praise for all that 
happened to her in Iceland. 

My Nancy sends you and your Nancy the very 
best, and so do I. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable Nicholas Ruwe 
American Ambassador 
Reykjavik 

RR:AVH:pps 
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August 11, 1986 

Dear Ken: 

Thanks for your nice letter and for relaying 
Bette Lou's generous words. If you are being 
fitted for the same kind of ear plug I have, 
let me tell you they are just great and so 
inconspicuous I call them the contact lenses 
of hearing aids. 

With regard to your problems with mathematics, 
• may I suggest you start having anniversaries 
of your 39th birthday. That's a gift Jack 
Benny left to all of us. Nancy sends her 
love, and from both of us to Bette Lou. 

Sincerely, Ql){i 

Mr. Ken Murray 
2370 Bowmont Drive 
Beverly Hills, California 90210 

RR:AVH:pps 
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Ken Murray 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington D.C. 20500 

Dear Ron: 

July 28, 1986 

With your busy schedule, it was so thoughtful of you 
to send me birthday greetings. Many, many thanks. 

Everything going fine here, except I've just joined 
the club and signed up to be fitted for a Miracle Ear. 
Oh well, when you're leaving your sixties and going 
into your seventies I guess it's natural to get new 
parts! By the way, you may have noticed I seem to 
be having some math problems, too. 

Bette Lou just whispered into my good ear to be sure 
to congratulate you on the great job you're doing 
and to say we both send our warmest regards to you 
and Nancy. 

KM/bl 

2370 Bowmont Drive 
Beverly Hills, Ca. 90210 

As always, 
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August 11, 1986 

Dear Al: 

It was good to hear from you. You are right 
about what our goal must be. I continue to 
be optimistic about our chances for at least 
a beginning to reduce the weapons we both have 
aimed at each other. I think right here I 
better add a line that I'm not talking about 
you and me. We don't have weapons aimed at 
each other, we're talking about the Soviets. 

Al, you are so right about things like Ft. 
Mason, but you'd be amazed at how the fellows 
on Capitol Hill close ranks on things like this. 
Cap has tried, when they demand cuts in defense 
spending, to get them to approve closing bases 
for which we have no need. They dig in their 
heels -- they being the Congressmen in whose 
districts the bases are located. I'm glad you 
mentioned Ft. Mason. I don't know whether 
we've brought that one up. I'll take it up 
with Cap. 

My very best to your lady. Nancy sends her 
regards to you both. 

Sincerely, ROM 

Mr. Albert E. Schwabacher, Jr. 
Vice President, Investment Banking 
Dean Witter Reynolds Inc. 
101 California Street 
San Francisco, California 94111 

RR:AVH:pps 
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DEAN WITTER REYNOLDS INC. 
IOI California Street, San Francisco, CA 94111 

ALBERT£. SCHWABACHER, JR 
Vice President. Investment Banking 

August 1, 1986 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, CA 20013 

Dear Dutch: 

This week I enjoyed lunch with another admirer, George 
Christopher. He startled me with a simple concept: 
He said every major city in the U.S. must have a property 
similar to Fort Mason. Wouldn't it be great, in order 
to reduce the deficit, if the Government decided to 
sell that property to the highest bidder. Quite an idea, 
isn't it? 

Recently you were quoted as saying that "with this 
Summit we won't only have a point of direction as to 
where we are going but a start down the road". Wonderful! 
There is some coincidental timing. Tom and Terry, about 
whom we have talked in the past, are meeting on Monday, 
August 4th, with Bud McFarlane. I still hope that this 
meeting will give you more conviction than ever to 
continue to be the world leader you are, and that it may 
be appropriate for you to convince Gorbachev to set the 
first global goal - Peace in our time. 

Thinking of you. 

Sincerely, 

Albert E. Schwabacher, Jr. 
Vice President, Investment Banking 



August 11, 1986 

Dear Brute: 

Your critique on the Bishop warmed my heart. . . 
I have no use for him, but I sure have a use 
for your column. I'm showing it to some of 
the bleeding hearts around here who have 
trouble seeing the picture as it really is. 

Thanks again; 

Sincerely, 

RON 

LtGen Victor H. Krulak, USMC, Ret. 
3665 Carleton Street 
San Diego, California 92106 

RR:AVH:pps 
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28 July 1986 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

I believe America has good reason to lose 
patience with Tutu. I hope the enclosed may help 
to put him in perspective. 

The Grove was a thorough success and Owl's 
Nest made its full contribution. Eddie Carlson, 
who was this year's Captain, is going to send you a 
detailed report. Be sure, we missed you and spoke 
often of our pride in all you do for us. 

VHK:jm 
Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

~L 
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VICTOR H. KRULAK 

11 August 1986 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

The enclosed column on divestment and 
sanctions may be food for thought for a few people 
in the Congress. 

I'm relieved and pleased that your recent 
physical tests were favorable. 

VHK: jm 
Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

P.S. Last Friday, Millie Goetze, Bill Goetze' 
wife, passed away -- a sudden stroke. She 
had never had any vascular problem before. 





August 14, 1986 

Dear Bill: 

Thank you very much for the book on Arabian_ 
horses. You were very kind and I'm delighted 
to have it. By the time you get this, I'll 
be in California at our ranch and on one of 
those horses. 

Again, my thanks and also my appreciation for 
the always pleasant and generous hospitality 
of the Hyatt Regency O'Hare. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Bill Eider-Orley 
9300 West Bryn Mawr Avenue 
Rosemont, Illinois 60018 

RR:AVH:pps 
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August 14, 1986 

Dear Mr. Roeser : 

Just a line to thank you for your letter. I 
appreciate very much your input and the infor­
mation on South Africa. You are so right that 
many people today are making judgments without 
any knowledge of the complexity of the situation 
in that faraway land. I shall continue to 
battle against ill-advised punitive sanctions 
which would only hurt those we're trying to 
help. At the same time, we'll try to be of help 
in finding a solution, too, that is fair and 
doable. 

Again, thanks and best regards. 

Mr. J. o. Roeser 
President 

Sincerely, 

RONALD REAGAr~ 

Otto Engineering, Inc. 
2 East Main Street 
Carpentersville, Illinois 60110 

RR:AVH:pps 
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OTTO 
® 

ENGINEERING INC. 

J.O. ROESER 

President 

August 12, 1986 

Ronald Reagan; Pre~ident 

Dear President Reagan: 

OTTO Engineering, Inc.• 2 East Main Street• Carpentersville, Illinois 60110 
312/428-7171 • Telex 72-2426 

In 1900 there were 100,000 black~ in South Africa and 1,500,000 whites. 
There are now about 15,000,000 blacks. To this day the problem of 
illegal immigration to S.A. continues because S.A. is better than the 
economic and political disasters of the black and communist ruled areas 
to the north. The racial problems of whites, Asians, coloureds and 
blacks of various antagonistic tribes are difficult to solve. There are 
clumsy and cruel features of the present accommodation, but it is far 
better than the destruction of this government and its replacement with 
another communist dictatorship. 

The ANC is plainly following Communist practice in destabilizing the 
present government through terror, black on black, burning by 
"necklacing" those who would cooperate with the government. 

Thank you for sticking to your principles on South Africa and on 
Nicaragua despite the noisy press. Many of us give thanks that you are 
a man of principle and not just another political egotist playing to 
popular pressure. We will support you, work and contribute. 

Very truly yours, 

/7 - /, 
,. // ·- _,,.,, ;_,,, / ',. 7 ;__,."-...../ ·. ,. 

__ ·y:.._ \.. ' • '- - ·------ ,: _, ,. j c_-_::- <. L. / j 

~/J. o. Roeser ~. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 14, 1986 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

Don Regan wanted you to see 
the attached. 

~Chew 

• '-f. ~/ •?, t d S S 
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE OF THE SE C RETARY 

WASHINGTON , D . C . 20250 

August 13, 1986 

To: Donald T. Regan 
Chief of Staff to the President 

Thru: Alfred H. Kingon 
Assistant to the President 

and Secretary of the Cabinet 

From: Richard E. Lyng ~...A( 
Secretary of Agriculture /'--

Subject: Export Grain Inspection 

The attached responds to your question about the criticism of grain 
inspection as described in The Kansas City Star. 

We are continuing to work on this issue. It is poorly understood, but I 
think we are making progress. 

The full story is also attached. 

Attachments 



U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Federal Grain Inspection Service 

. Response to the August 4 KANSAS CITY STAR Article on Grain Quality 

Mark Zieman's article in the August 4, 1986, issue of The Kansas City Star 
contends that the industry-wide practice of blending ispromoted by "lax 
standards." 

The U.S. Standards for Grain were developed to facilitate marketing by 
providing a common language for merchandising. The USDA, Federal Grain 
Inspection Service (FGIS) implements those standards uniformly as part of 
a nationwide inspection services for grain. FGIS does not regulate grain 
quality, it reports quality and condition at the time of inspection. 

The U.S. grain marketing system is very complex. Mixing and blending of 
grain, a key element in the marketing chain, begins at the farm and is 
practiced at each marketing level. Historically, quality requirements for 
grain have been governed by grade standards and contract specifications 
to ensure a uniform product. The U.S. standards have tolerances for 
various grading factors; one or all of them may be the limiting factor to 
determine the grade. 

Generally, foreign grain buyers recognize the levels of grain quality that 
the official U.S. grades represent. Some buyers have preconceived 
concepts of grain quality. When grain does not meet expectations, buyers 
complain - even if the quality is within the grade limits. 

Clearly grain quality is an important concern to every faction of U.S. 
agribusiness as well as the foreign buyer. Recently the grain industry, 
producers, merchants and exporters, conducted workshops on issues 
affecting the quality of U.S. grain and made specific proposals and 
recommendations on the major issues concerning grain quality. Congress is 
addressing this problem as evidenced by the provisions of the Food 
Security Act of 1985 which directs the Office of Technology Assessment to 
conduct a study of United States grain export quality standards and grain 
handling practices. 

In addition, legislation has been introduced which seeks to improve the 
quality of U.S. grain by amending the U.S. Grain Standards Act. 
The Department of Agriculture has supported and will continue to support 
such legislation. Under the mandate provided by the U.S. Grain Standards 
Act, FGIS has taken steps to improve grain quality. Some recent examples 
are reporting dockage in wheat to the nearest 0.1 percent; tightening 
interpretations for soybean damage; certifying protein in wheat on a 
constant 12 percent moisture basis; and reviewing possible changes 
relating to tolerances for insect infestation in grain. 

, 
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·~!;·· , • . ,.,sprawls.acroS!! ooarly"n Rquare ,./ Tuesday: Farmers in revolt .· ,du~t;chaf! and cracked lcerne!B lnt9the :,, costing them .. millions ol dolla!"!I In 
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• >(, .Qar~e-t hucketi,' chomp away at ,:; . has to. offer;, ,, ·,i': .!};',, '', . ·1 .· :., .. •,, ,(f,El)lo!fS:, >; • '. . Grain exported from the United 
/ ·, ba~MllS of.corn, then. scoop the grnill UP\;~;. ., But that's a pro~lem. Tlje com.ls too ;/'. In, the · grain Industry thls 111 called :· States ls typlcally dirtier,. wetter and 
Y to a ,sriitem of br) !(.:I, bin~ aml gantrle<J •1 ,' cleun, ;. , . . , .1 •·. •. ; •;,{' f'bJendlog/' a euphemism tor adding- ·. more ln!ested,.·wtth msects than the 
:;: that wllt;:clean lt, atore lt and, ln the ' Altlioilgh' the foreirrn buyer would ' . or !lot removing-dirt and Inferior ker-- exports of Alfterica's, chief compeU· 

!'; end, :, stow lt ·ln oceru1 :Jreighters. One welcome it, the corn pouring lnto the . nels to boost profllll. Exporters · say tors. Protesting U.S. farmers say they 
• 1, such ~1· 1:1, the Taiwah,bo.tmd New Dia- . New Diamond 18 too good for Carg11l's blending merely allows them to give ----c-·-· ________ _ 
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Standards 
continued from pg. IA . 

are the ones who suffer when foreign 
• producers increasingly look elsewhere 

to buy their grain. 
A r eview bv The Kansas Cit,· Star of 

! 1:~r:ra] gra in s~r.O:::;,rd!, lt.,ft t:J €:1" ·~ith a 
J,/Jl: at v,ru of the most cc,mmon prac­
tict~ ;,mc,ng dr, m,,:s tic exy:,rters, sug­
ges ts that orders for U.S. grain often can 

. t,e bum deals. geared more toward prof­
. iting the seller tha n supplying the buyer 
_ with a top-quality product. 

Lax standaids 
One grain-quality specialist. Lowell Hill, 
a professor of grain marketing at the 
University of Illinois, pronounces Amer­
ican grain standards riddled with non­
sense. "U.S. grain standards should be 
changed even if no one in the world has 
ever complained about them," he says. 

America's grain standards generally 
have failed to keep up with rapid chang­
es in milling technology, exporting 
methods and pla nt genetics, Mr. Hill and 
other critics say. They believe that has 
resulted in a hodgepodge of rules that 
mislead or misinform foreign buyers. 
Even "grain standards" is a misnomer: 
Soybeans, which are legumes, are cov­
ered in the standards but rice, a grain, is 
:not. 

. . U.S. grain standards were created in 
1916 as common references for buyers 

• and sellers. Although developed for 
(lomeslic use, today the standards are 
:referred to mostly by foreign customers, 
who typically pay for cargoes sight 
unseen and thus need guidelines to judge 
what they're getting. 
.: American millers, who are closer to 
the grain supply, don't have to rely on 

• the standards. They can more easily 
r efuse delivery on inadequate ship­

··ments, and the,r marketplace clout en­
-""sures suppfiers wW provide the quality 

they want. 
But foreign buyers a re more depen­

dent on those standards. which they say 
often leaves them un able to judge the 
value of their pu rchase. Unlike the 
guidelines of Cana da and other competi­
tors. America's standa rds ignore _certa in 
quality factors vital to bakers and pro­
·i:essers, such as the oil content of soy• 
.bea ns. 

They're also misleading. Based on 
certain testing methods. kdcra l inspec­
tors typically overstate the amoun t of 
waler in grain by about I percent. a 
difference that may promote spoi lage 
during Jong voyages. "Our reference 
method !or moisture is not correct," 
William Shuey, an official with the grain 

• inspection se rvice who is in charge of 
monitoring foreign compl aints, says 
bluntly. 

The amount of insec ts in a grain 
s hipment also can be understa ted. Ac­
.cording to a study by the General Ac­
.counting Office, the congressional in· 

spection agency, insects detected during 
grain loading aren't mentioned on in­
spection certificates - or to the buyer­
unless they exceed certain levels. But 
those levels are higher than the contami­
nation limits set by the Food and Drug 
Administration, the cong ressional audi­
tors pointed out. That means that some 
of the exported grain would be ruled 
unfit to eat and could be inD0~:id..d if 
made into fiour in th.is cor...:.n. try~ 

Other Jax standards are more 
;,pparent. A foreign miller who buys J'\o. 
2 hard spring wheat from C.;,nada, for 
instance, will receive no more than 0.75 
percent dirt and dust in that shipment. A 
similarly priced No. 2 shipment from 
the United States, however:, might be 
spiked with 1 percent unwanted materi­
al. 

Moreover, every shipment of wheat 
a lso contains a nother ca tegory of dirt 
unique to the United States called "dock­
age." Unlike most foreign material­
minute impurities that usually aren't 
separated from the grain - dockage is 
debris that is separated but later re­
turned to the grain. This trash, which 
often totals 0.5 to 1.5 percent of the 
shipment and which must be cleaned out 
at the buyer's expense, isn't counted 
with the other defects, so it often comes 
as a rude surprise lo unsophisticated 
buyers. 

Exporters usually discount the dock­
age amount from their bill but round 
down the amount to the nearest half­
percent. That means that in a large 
shipment, a buyer still can get stuck 
with several thousand unexpected, and 
unusua ble, bushels on which he has to 
pay freight charges. . . 

Even if foreign buyers wnte their 
contracts to specifically plan around 
those problems, they ~till may not re­
ceive high-quality gram. The vast ma· 
jority of shipments are split am~ng 
several buyers. Under current loadmg 
plans, large amounts of grain-perhaps 
20 percent or so-that are below what 
the contract calls for can be dumpe 
into a ship's hold as long as the averag 
cargo meets the contract standards. 

These pockets of inferior grain aren' 
mentioned lo foreign buyers, thus th · 
unlu cky miller who gets stuck with on 
ends up paying for a much higher qua lit 
gra in that he actually receives. 
Officials of the F ederal Gra in Inspectio 
Se rvice, in cha rge of · reviewing U.S 
grain standa rds, defend the sys_tem· al 
reflecting i nd ustry conseqsus 
"Generally the rule of the majorit , 
prevails," says inspect ion service Ad ' 
minislrator Kenneth Gilles. (This wee ! 
Mr. Gilles becomes assistant secreta 
of the U.S. Department of Agricultur 
for marketing and inspection se rvices.) 

But farmers and others say it's tim 
for another vote. As early as 1977, a po .. 
by Mr. Hill, the University of Illinoi 
professor, showed 55 percent of fanne 
surveyed in six states favored tightenin 
at least some of the standards. • 

"I think the standards are almo 
counterproductive," says Adrian Pola 
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' sky of Belleville, Kan., a wheal farmer 
' and chairman of U.S. Wheat Associates, 
' a national producer group. 
I Because grading methods allow so 
• much waste material in grain, Mr. Po­

lansky says. "there's a lot less desire on 
my part to bring in the cleanest wheal 
that I can to the elevator." But that only 
exacerbates customer dissatisfaction, he 
admits. and costs farmers business in 
the end. 

"It's in our best interests to make 
some changes," he says. 

The General Accounting Office 
agrees. In a report released in May, ti:e 
agency listed several recommendations 
it has suggested over 10 years of scruti­
ny to improve the quality of U.S. grain 
exports. None of thot.e has been imple­
mented, it noted. 

Blending ~ - - - ---
Historians agree that the s.ah • grain 

has been more vital to civiliz;, than 
the trading of any other co. c>dity, 
including oil. Grain quality bai ~en so 
important that in the 13th cenlt.i-y -Loa­
don ordinances forbade merchants from 
blending moldy corn with good kernels. 

Unlike in Canada, 1,·here government 
restrictions make blending infrequent, it 
has become an art ir the United Slates. 
Domestic elevators such as Cargill's 
Terre Haute terminal in Louisiana can 
use the practice lo E:ive them an extra 
advantage in a buyer's market, when 
shaving pennies per bushel might mean 
the difference between profit and loss. 

"Any time a sale is made today, the 
pressure is there to make a margin 
where one may be nonexistent." s.ays 
James Guinn. technical director for the 
St. Louis-based American Soybean Asso­
ciation. 

Blending takes many forms. ln Hollll­
ton. a terminal owned by Union Equity 
Cooperative Exchange. a large exporter 
of Kansas hard red winter wheat. rou­
tinely buys barge-loads of cheaper soft 

- whea t !or blending. according lo federal 
inspecters. Foreign millers protest that 
soft wh ea t mixed with hard can gum up 
their equipment and affect flour quality. 
But Union Equity officials defend the 
pr;,ctice. arguing that standards allow 
it. 

"You don't want to give away grain 
that sells for more than what the 
contract specifies," says Irvin Clubine. 
vice president of business development. 

During recent bad harvests, blending 
allowed farmers a way of selling below­
average crops, he says. while giving 
buyers more of a selection. 

Nothing is added to grain that doesn't 
belong there, he says. 

Farmers di sagree. They say grain can 

1
:
1 

be clranc-d or adu lterate<! long before it 
rea ches the <'<port terminal and the 

, fed eral grain inspec tors. Besides, they 
say. blend:ng only helps the minority of 
farmtrs who nc·cd to sell poor-quality 
crops 

Soybean farmer Dennis Jones in 
Tennc-ss,:·c s.1ys his local grain elevator 

routinely scoops up the muck that falls their grain," says Conrad Herndon, an 
from trucks hauling in area harvests, inspection service supervisor whose 
then throws il back into the grain. Lutcher, La., office handles 30 percent 

"They'd throw rusty cars in grain if of all grain exports. "We're all in the 
they could 0 l away with it," says Mr. same business." 
Jones, one • 2,000 farmers who sent Right now, that business is in a disas­
letters lo i rm Journal magazine urg- trous slump, and the resulting drop in 
ing tighter gra in standards. "It's uneth.i- export inspections has battered the 
cal to sell this junk. It's costing farmers agency. Since 1980, the grain inspection 
exports." service has laid off more than 1,000 

One of the most common, and risky, employees-more than hall its staff­
bl ending pract ices involves not dirt but leaving a staff of 714.. Mr. Herndon has 
water . Al export terminals in the Great cut his staff in Louisiana by one-third, 
Lakes and Louisiana, very wet corn and but if expor_ts continue to decrease, be 
soybeans are commonly added to drier predicts, "they're going to cut the staffs 
grain by exporters rather than going down to lhe bare bones." 
through the more costly and time-con- Lee Roberts, a supervisor in Pasade-
suming drying process. na, Texas, says inspections now take 

Like a bad apple hidden in a barrel, longer at his office because of the Jay­
the wet grain is impossible to see and offs. He describes his remaining crew of 
greatly increases the chances of the employees as "weak, Jame and limit­
whole shipment arriving spoiled. ed"-veteran, formerly desk-bound 

If high-moisture grain is added to low- workers who are being forced back into 
moisture grain, "the high moisture is the field for such rigorous inspections as 
going to mold and probably take the low crawling a lop box cars and punching 12-
with it," says William Hawkins. a mar- foot-long test poles into grain. 
keling specialist in the Kansas City- Mr. Gilles dismisses claims that per- ' 
based standards division of the grain formance is suffering. "I think we've got 
inspection service. a viable organization," he says. But he ! 

Last December, dock hands in the admits: "We are down lo levels where 
Soviet port of Odessa at first refused to it's hard to make further cuts." 
unload part of a shipment of corn from _ Already the agency does much less 
New York-based Continental Grain Co. than its original cnarter envisioned. In 
because the corn had spoiled en route. 1980 Congress eliminated mandatory 

"The corn was clearly out of condition weighing of grain in certain instances, in 
and was quite embarrassing to see," effect leaving a large portion of the 
says Ervain Friehe, vice chairman of grain marketed within the United States 
U.S. Wheal Associates who was at the uninspected. Now the Reagan adm.inis­
dock that day as part of a U.S. grain- tration. in an attempt to boost private 
quality task force sent to check export initiative, has proposed that the Federal 
quality. Grain Inspection Service erist entirely 

Continental Vice President Max Spen- on user fees, an idea both exporters and 
cer remembered the event differently. the agency resist. 
"Wes.aw nothing while we were there," Presently taxpayers pay about $6.5 
he said. million, or 15 percent, of the agency's 

Continental officials later recalled the $43 million budget, mainly for opera­
problem as "a minor and isolated case," tions deemed important to America's 
a company spokeman said. "The Rus- credibility in the grain export market. 
sians made a claim and we adjusted for Those operations include a marketing 
that." division that researches standard3, a 
. Minor, perhaps, but certainly- not-compliance -di~ision that inve;tigates 
isolated, according to Soviet grain buy- corruption within the agency, and an 
ers. "Moisture has always been our international monitoring division that 
biggest problem," says Alexander Ivlev, reviews foreign complaints. 
a New York representative for Export- If exporters balk at paying for those 
khleb, the Soviet grain importer. "Sever- extra services, agency officials worry, 
al companies have such problems." they may in turn have to cut back on 

FGIS 
Unlike other regulatory agencies, the 

F ederal Grain Inspection Service was 
formed in 1976 primarily lo aid the sale 
of American grain exports-not to pro­
tect consumers, or buyers, from receiv­
ing bad grain. 

Such a mandate leaves some farmers 
and foreign buyers doubting the agen­
cy 's objectivity, but agency officials 
rebut that. "We really try to be a neutral 
third party," says Mr. Gilles , the 
a dminis trator. 

Still. agency employees often view 
their role more narrowly than Mr. 
Gill6. "The idea of the grain standards 
is lo help grain dealers merchandise 

such tasks as researching changes in the 
grain standards, the very thing critics 
are demanding now. 

And officials of the grain inspection 
agency agree that some of those stan­
dards should be changed. 

"If I want lo buy U.S. or CanadJan 
wheat at the same class and grade JeveL 
and one of them is anywhere from one to 
three percent c1e.iner, which am I going 
to buy?" Mr. Shuey asks. "We've Just got 
to lace the facts of life." 

In Tbe Star Tuesday: Farmers d.b­
agree on changes needed l.a U.S. (Tal.a 
standards. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE 

FROM: PAT 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 18, 1986 

PRESIDENT 

BUCHAN~ 

While the South Africa address may have not played well in 
Georgetown, we certainly swept the boards in Jo'burg. 



TBeeld 
The visit 

Panicularly two imponant mancrs came 
to the fore during the big sanctions deba te 
and also during Sir Geoffrey Howe' s \·isit to 
South Africa. 

Firstly the West "·ants 10 sta11 a discus­
sion \\;th. on and in South Africa. 

Discussion has consistently been indi­
cated as a sianing point for a peaceful solu­
tion. However. what "ill hJppen if those 
spokesmen. who have over several years 
developed imo a power group. refu se to 
talk. while so many other domestic interest 
and power groups are willing to talk as a 
prelude to negot iation' 

Should these bovcouers (and Sir Geof­
frey met several) be allowed to \\Teck the 
whole process. or "ill the West decide to 

concentrate its powers on those moderate 
groups eager to search for fonnulas for pow­
er-sha ring and prot ection' 

Secondly those groups who do welcome 
the Wesrs role as med iator almost unani­
mously told Sir Geoffrey that sanctions are 
counter-productive and will affect the 
vaong. and therefore innocent. people. In 
the light hereof it would be the limit of 
audacity and irresponsibility to ncvenheless 
pursue punitive measures - panicularly 
because the West knows it does not have a 
rescue plan at the ready. but only a few 
comfoning words and the political "liber­
ation" prophesies of a few extremists. 

Several foreign missions to the Republic 
in the last year or two distoned the facts in 
such a way that their solutions make one 
shudder. If Sir Geoffrey. together with his 
crit ic ism. only mentions this ckarly abroad. 
then the whole exercise would have been 
wonhwhik. 
Johannesburg A - July 30 

~unbat1 {l';imrtl -There can be life beyond 
sanctions 

The debate about economic sanctions 
against South Africa has now reached such 
a pitch and becor:ie so unrelated to achiev­
able ends that rational arsument may no 
longer be p0SSil>k . 

Pretoria - which. h,J\ en kn ows. has 

Au3usr I . 1986 

not been guil,less in creating the circum­
s;ances that make sanctions a probability. if 
nor a dt>ad cer:ainry - ,an <.'\·en be forgi\'en 
if it abandons the field of ,frr>ate alwgerher. 
Mr Pik Botha· s recent "let ,h,m come" pro­
n0uncement may sound like a dt'clara tion 
of defiance. but in the circumstances it is 
probably more a symptom of fatalistic 
resignation_ 

All of which makes Sir Geoffrey Howe's 
mission to this region - honest as its pur­
pose may be - almost doomed to failure. 

The countless logical arguments against 
sanctions have been stated so often that 
the)' scarcely require repetition. Many of 
tht'm are persuasi'"ely underscored in ani­
cles on this and the opposite page. 

Ye1 sanctions have become ele\·ated to 
the sratus of an elixir that will miraculously 
cure South Africa of all its racial ills. Politi­
cal opinion - panicularly in America. but 
only marginally less so in Britain and Eu­
rope - has now been so aroused by "the 
So4th African crisis" that leaders feel im­
pelled to "do something". 

And sanctions. as a means of expressing 
abhorrence of apanheid and punishing its 
practitioners (regardless of the punishment 
it also inflicts on its victims). has been cho­
sen as the weapon. 

There are signs that President Reagan. 
Mrs Thatcher and' probably also Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl - who have kept cooler heads ~ 
and who know the folly of stepping _aboard 
the roller-coasier - are now earnestly try· 

ing to synchronise their last-gasp effo11s to I 
halt the process. In this context . Mr Rea­
gan's speech this Wt>ek was a -iemarkable ' 
exp~;;;i;~-of l; gic and politica!roITTa-gcJn 
int.face of con_gressio-;:;ai ~n1--piJi!ic hvste-

' _!i<:1, __ ~ was Mrs Thatcher's hint that she may 1 

' well intervene personalJy. 
We wish them well in their effons to 

restore sanity where linle any longer exists. 
but we fear that the bandwagon can no 
longer be stopped. 

The prudent course. therefore. may be 
for South Afri cans. as well as those coun­
tries which \\;Jl themselves have to make 
not unpainful adjustments to life without 
South African products. 10 begin planning 
for a life beyond sJnnions . 

And life there will be. gi\'en this coun­
trv's bountifu l rrsnu1ct'.S and res ourceful­
ness - and so k ,~,~ as we ,·.-ork h~:drr 2nd 
faster to cr(·Jte a d!~(ri:ni11at1on•fr'-·c: sdcic ty 

in which equality of political. economic and 
educational oppo11unity is a\·ailable to all. 
Johannesburg E - July 27 

Pinstripe pride 
Official foresight has pa id off for our 

foreign service. Jn the la te seventies a col­
oured officer. Mr Richard Davis. and an 
Jndian. Mr Viveka Naicker. were sent as 
a11aches to our missions in Britain and the 
United States to experience life at the 
sharp end . Br all accounts they acquitted 
themsel\'eS well - panicularly Mr Davis. 
who was i:i\'en a torrid time but never 
shied away from arguinf; South Africa's 
case even before the vociferous radicals on 
American college campuses. Now they are 
going back into pinstripes to serve their 
country - Mr Davis as First Secretary in 
London and Mr Naicker as Second Secre­
tary in Canberra . Their task will. if any­
thing. be more difficult and sensitive than 
it was a decade ago. But we have every 
faith that these men will once again be a 
credit to South Africa . We have a profes­
sional diplomatic corps recogni sed imer­
nationallv as a second to none. They are 
expens in their field and they represent 
their country above any government or 
ideology. This is the uadition in which Mr 
Davis and Mr Naicker have been raised. 
We cannot have too many people like 
them. 
Pretoria E - July 28 

Tf81Stl&'er 
Tide been halted? 

The degree to which President Ronald 
Reagan's firm stand against sanctions 
aimed at South Africa has been successful. 
\\;JI only bt'come apparent in the follovving 
days. pa11icularly as far as the soothing of 
the sancuons tide. which was head ing to­
ward us with devastating effects. is 
concerned. 

f --~ The way in which the leader of rhc West 
put our case in his imponanr policy speech. 
could not ha\·e bc,n presrntrd strongn by 
S,1u1h A fri_c_a i1 ;el f- Slop the e:notiunal 
s:wL:uns fu: 5Jnc! :ons _against t~ e Republic. 
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Whik Furrif!n ;\\in1qn Pi~ B,llha. in hi s 
1ract ion IJsl nii:ht. raised some 1·Jlid [l\lints 
abou t the rmiblems of mee11n1: Mr R,·at:an·s 
proposal s fur tht' rt'lt'J S, of N;bnn MJ~1kla 
and unbanning of the ANC. tht'St' arr ma1-
1ers of such mat: n itud, tha t thn· can no 
longer be pu sh,d. a sid e. In stea d o'r hJrping 
a!!ain abou1 --rorei!'.n in1nk1enct' .. in 1he 
country· s a ffairs. thr G,nnnmrni shnuld be 
Set'king 1hr help of all 1rnnnwdiaries who 
may b, able lO help in worldng out a com­
prom ise l,·ading to mean inf!ful nq.:01ia1ions 
bc:t\\',en black and " ·hne r -: ;\\ r Rr~!'.an and :--.trs That che i h,11·e !!<;n;, 

, our on a limb for s ,,ut h Africa. a1 great risk \ 
I h . . , ! to l ear rrpu,auons in _the world cornrnuni- i 
ltr. Ther haH· Jone so an the lx:l1t'ftha11J-,e 1r • 
;approach is in tht' l>,·,1 in,cr,s1s ,,f JII s,,u:h : 
:Afri cJ ·s P<'<>pk . t- ,,"· 1hr G,n ,·1nmc 111 muq ! 
'. act in a \\'ay that "·i ll justif1· thci ~ st J;1d . J. 
I . •• 
: P(,n ElizJbeth • E - Juh· 23 

Die Volksblad 

Reagan realism 
Afte r all the West's prophecies of doom 

about South Africa. the show of malice. 
\\·antonness and lack of comprehension on 
world srages . all the ~ross ,1n:r-sirnplifica­
rions and slo1=a n rolitics. it is exu t'me ly 
encourag ing fo r South AfricJns to hear so­
ber sounds from the Anglo-Saxon worJd·s 
leaders_ 

And when a big mnurhful of rea li sm 
emanates from the k ade r of th e lead ing 
country in the \\'est. hnpe fl a res hi!-!her that 
Sou1h Africans will be' ~ii rn the oppon uni ­
ty of solving their dis1 inc1i , e pr,,bkrns in 
their own fashion . There is ~ra titude for the 
fact that kadrrs such as Presid ent Ronald 
Reagan and Mrs Maq:aret ThJtcher do not 
allow themselves 10 be bowled over by the 
emotional wave of the sa nction s choru s and 
that thev stick firmly to their com·iction~. 

--< ln hi~ remarkable speech la st ni ght Pres] 
ident Reagan surprised by not devia ting , 
from his chosen course despite the strong ; 
pressure build-up in the C,rngress and also i 
within the Republi can Pany . •' 

Nomithstandinµ a ccnJin extent of ig ­
norance n·ident from the spc'ec h (and 
which was po inted out by Ministn Pik Bo­
tha) and a degree of contrJd1 ction in tnms. 
President R,·agan sho\\'eJ that he has a 
much better understanding of what the 
stru )!g k in Southcm Africa is about than 
any of hi s pr,·decessors . Pa n icu larl y three 
eiemenrs in the speech are si)!nificant . 

Frrst ly h,· reJl ises rha: at kast a sect ion 
of th e African National C"n).!r,ss com ists of 
communist-armed 1i:rror1s1s " ·ho plani 
!.:ind-mrnes and kill Blad:s for political . 
,:a in . Hr Jl;,o rea lis,·, tha, tlwv arr nor fight­
ing for a de:n<>crJc,· m,l,klkd on Western 
lines. Jnd rhar the1· ,·.ani Ill ma ke the " pos1 -
apJr:h ei d Snurh Africa" of ,·.- h ich he spoke 
ptlri nf the: curr1:111::11sr bloc - \·. ·1th J il the 

....... 

- -
-~ . .f 
' -

- -- -~";,:~~.;.:_ --:-

Bishop T11111 : "\\'here yo1i"rc _q,1i11g rr gel food? Go 10 hell!" His 11twspi1per reads: To hell 
wi1h 1he \\'esr 01·cr:_ sa11,1ions. savs Tuw . Bee ld 

implications which thi s holds for the global 
balance of power. and therefore a lso for 
American interests. 

Secondly he kno\\'S that South Africa is 
the power hou se of the enrire S,,uthem Afri­
can economy and he rea lises "'hat it would 
cost the United States to keep the Republic's 
neighbours go ing if South Africa \\'ere 10 be 
brought to its knees . 

Thirdly he concedes that South Africa 
has in recent years mad e exceprional pro­
gress \\ith the el imi nation of di scrim inatory 
legislation . This is an acknowled!!<'ment 
long overdue in the West. r -. President Reagan' s s,a nd point enco~r­

'. ages South Africa to continue on the rnad it 
ihas taken. Because even though there w ill 
) always be difTeren/es between South Africa 
i and America. meaningful dialogue ';"ith I s1.1Ch an ally is poss ible . 
, Bloemfontein . A - July 2~ -
l_ 

Bus5ness Day 

Bishop's Curse 
President Ronald Rt'a;:an·s surp risingly 

fonhright rejt'ction of puniu,·e sancuons 
against SA has drawn the predictable con­
demnation from people like Bishop Des­
mond Tutu who say --10 hell w ith the 
West ... and from Wc:s1ernns who fear tha1 
pc:ople like Bi shop Tutu may sa1· "To hell 
with the West". • • 

The bi shop·s curse mJv bt' pr emature . 
Senator Nancy K.lsseh,1 um. chJ11man of 

the Africa sub-com rniti c,· of the p,n·,erful 
S,·nate Foreign Rtl a1ions C"rrnn111,·e. will 
surdv do her best to !ln .: ,·,1111n, th, Presi­
dl'n :· ~ stanJ bt'fore the 1. llrJL·nt ~t·:-~H ,n of 

Congress ends. And she 11i ll sureh· succeed. 
The House of Rt"presentatives. acting 

11ith feckkss di sre~ard for cost or conse­
quence . ha s alread1· passed a sanctions Bill 
that amounts to a declaration of economic 
11·arfare . The Senate. burdened as the House 
is not with co-responsibility wi1h the Presi­
dent for foreign policy. will be much more 
circumspect in pa ssing a Bill \\ith limited. 
but nor inconsequentia l. effect. 

In the end. the two chambers will agree 
on a comprom ise that fall s bc:t\\'een the two 
Bills. probably much closer lO rhe Senate 
version: and the compromise will almost 
cenainly be immune tO presidential veto. So 
US sanctions. in som e or o ther degree. re­
main on the cards. 

The real imponance of President Rea­
i:an·s speech should prrhaps be sought. 
therefore. on the other side of the Atlantic 
where an in sular Labour Pany. no longer 
rest rained by the old imperia l se nse of Bri t­
ain ·s global interests . is hell-bent <to use a 
bi shop·s word> on sancuons. even if to do 
so it mu st misreprnelll Chief Mangosuthu 
Buthekzi a s a fa sc ist and slander South Af­
rican liberal s as racists . A moral crusade . 
ta i med by unholy glee. 

Thatcher has met tht" tidt" head-on. even 
rhouµh Britain's direct rm,rests in Southern 
Africa havt' steadily d ecl ined as her identi­
fication with Europe hJs grown . Neither she 
nor Reai,:an is irrn·ocably tied these days to 

SA by material interests . bu t neither of 
them as )Tl ready - a s Bi shop Tutu appar­
ently is - to dt'strov SA in order f<l save it. 

Both k Jd ers know that the C<>n sr ­
qucnccs of smash in): ,,nr of th , ,n,rld ·s ma • 
jor trJ d in~ O.Ji:1ons .Jnd 1n1nt·ral expnncrs 

would be ,a riricious and unp r,·di,,Jbk -
and. molt' l_<l the p<>1nt. rha1 B:i.arn and 
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America would in the end have to clean up 
the mess as they are trying to do in Angola 
and Mozambique and in a dozen other bas• 
ket cases created by the retreat of the West. 

So Reagan comes to That cher's aid at a 
psychologically critical moment. just as 
Thatcher came to Reagan's aid against Llb­
ya. Two conser.ative leaders work together 
to preserve structures against di sintegra­
tion. not simply because their immediate 
political interests so demand. but because 
they share an inst inctive feeling that link 
good can arise from destruetive means. 

Heaven help us. bishops and all. if the 
West ever does go to hell . 
Johanne shurg E - July 24 

Sickening 
He is not yet the Archbishop but. sadly. 
Bishop Desmond Tutu is already distancing 
himself so far from his flock that when he 
fills that post it is likely to decline. He is. 
rightly and justly. a champion for the op­
pressed blacks. But the issue of rac ism is 
immaterial in the bishop·s lat est gaffe. Criti­
cising President Reagan ' s use of the term 
··calculated terror" in describing ANC at­
tacks. he said it is "uner nonsense" to refer 
to "our freedom fighters" thus. His justifica­
tion that the government "kills four-year­
olds" is sickening . He. above all. should 
know that two \\Tongs do not make a right. 
Pretoria E - July 24 

Vaderland· 
fourageous behaviour _ r P res ident Ronald Reagan's speech thel 

\ . e_a;ening before last was probably the bravest ·. 
1 · anempt till DO\', by a foreign statesman ro r 

prevent sanctions against South Africa.1 
L\''hether it ,,ill S!.lcceed rema_ins to be seen. 

The interest groups opposmg the Reagan 
Adminisrration are of such a nature that 
considered and level-headed opinions do 
not have much chance of success. 

The internal politics of the American 
Conpess is probably incomprehensible for 
the an:rage foreigner. Howe\·er. just a lim ­
ited knowkdge thereof v.ill make anyone 
realise how courageous Presi dent Reagan 
was to publicly take a stand against 
sanetions. 

It was possibly easier for Mrs Margaret 
Thatcher to take a stand against sanetions 
- despite the pear sentimental value still 
anachrd to the Commonwealth. 

Unlike America. the power is in the 
hands of the prime minister of the day . In 
Washinpon. however. a two-thirds major­
ity in the Coofress can counter any Presi­
dential veto . 

And this is what is being presently 
worked on in the Senate and the House of 
Representatives - to obtain enough votes 
in favour of sanctions so that it would be 
imposs ible for President Reagan to veto 
them. or at least to veto them a second time 

i11 the case of him referring them back to ' 
Congress for reconsideration. 

A concealed factor in favour of the anti· 
sanctions groups is the astronomical 
amount which the West will have to cough 
up to protect our Black neighbouring stares 
from the catastrophic consequences of 
sanctions . 
Johannesburg A - July 24 

r-.1.ozarnbican refugees 
It is both pathetic and ironic that almost 

a quaner of a million people have streamed 
across the border of "free" Mozambique 
into "oppressed" South Africa in search of 
food. work and security. Unfonunately the 
human drama. and its message. seem t0 be 
wasted on critics of South Africa advocating 
sanctions which could result in similar eco­
nomic hardship for millions here. people 
who would however have nowhere to flee. 
For its pan South Africa can ooly carry on 
assisting the refugees. especially \\ith medi ­
cal aid. even if it has no alternative but to 
repatriate them at Mozambique's request. 
Apan from humanitarian grounds there are 
practical reasons for doing everything we 
can to ensure stability among neighbouring 
people. 
Durban E - July 22 



bec,111se 1h,11 "·ill hJrm pani,ti!Jr)y tht' 
5_l>u11trv· s Blacb and its nrighbouring-
s1a1es. to .\-l,>,c<1\\_.S bend1t -

[ ~ -,n ~dditi<>n . the A mt'n.can Prt' s id e nt d1J I 
I what South Africa ha s a,keJ the w,,rlJ for . 

i -so long to do. nJmell' tu ~i, e cr,·Jit I<• thu,t' f 
I measures already ,~l..tr: 10 abolish; 

apanheid . - . } 
l... ·The f~n ·that Prni,it-111 R,·.ic:an also set 
demanJs - some <•f whi,h (()n;r,1Jictt'J his 
own , ·ie\\1)(\ints - dlln n,n Jctract frllm 
the posi1i1·e comcn1s l>f his speech . 

Let us hope thJ t 1he ,i ~n s ,,f r,•Jlism "ill 
ha\'e a ripplin!! dkct un the other trade 
pJnners Sl> 1hJt th t' Sou th AfncJn situJtilln 
1,ill be j11J~eJ ni.ire '"~><: rh·. 

President Rt'a~an e:11;1hJ,i,,·d 1ha1 S,,uth 
African s 1h,·mseh·n sh<'ul d find the Jn· 
$\\'t'fS le ) lhc' ir prl)blc:11s Tht!-- , ·1l·\\vn1nt , ~ 

a lsll welcomed . At the ,J:nt' ti me 11 stwulJ. 
hlll\ 't'l·er. be s,·cn as an indil°Jlllln ,>f the · 
expec tatic>n that an at1ernp1 to sllln· the ur­
~ent proble m s cannot be ddal'ed 
inddi nitely . 
Pretoria A - Juh· 24 

~1·:_ , 

r·- ~:LE:) 
Reagan and us .. - , 

\ ?_resident Rea~an·s s;_1,· c-ch last ni~h t was I 
, the most pclll'Crfud l' f,1r ;:1r1ghl ner made bv , 
' an intem,1t ional k;der on the current South f . ,· 
: African isrne . Th ere was n,Hhrn;: nt'w in it 
• _:_ hundreds of South Africans and others 
have been saying the sa me thing since re­
form lel'ered this cnuntry inw the af!onies 
of chani:e. But corn in !-! from che head of th e 
strongest nation on eanh. the leader of the 
free world. it cames a punch tha t nobody 
can ignore. 

In effect. Mr Reai:an ha s thrown gaunt­
lets into the faces of three prominent play­
ers on the South African scene: the govern ­
ment here. tht' pro-sannions lobby. and che 
South African radicals who see profit only 
from conOict. 

His messaf!e to Prewria is thac it must 
now finally and quicklv bury apanhcid un­
der a soc io-political di spen sation thar in­
\'Olves all pcopks equally; he has rnn ­
dt'mned the f: <>1·ernment's rt'1nessin· ranics. 
but not the ).!01·ern ment itself. nor has he­
prescribed solution s. which South Africans 
must find thcmst'll'es . 

To the pnHJ)!onists of sancu,,ns iii ~ that 
llne fllrm of immoralit1 dn.:s not juscify an ­
ocher. that it is cheap to us,· such dt' struc­
un· weapon s as buyuHt s " ·hl'n ochers will 
die. not th.:m . 

To rhe radical nat 1<>nJ l1 scs here ic is 
bluntly that th,· US rejects tnron,m outright 
and that thost' who cb,rn. lik,· Bi shllp Tutu . 
that blacks are will1n!-! 10 sufkr srar...-ation 
fnr fr,·cJ,,m are talkin,: lllln St'nsc. 

A sublim,nal mnsa~e 10 all h that time 
1s run111nf: <1ut. Suurh Afncans must 1mme• 
d ia tdv ~n·k rt·cuncili .1:ion. he said ... Jnd 
we- "·ill d" PIH j1JT1 to k,·cp :hJ: road opt'n.' · 
lk (Jn nn: ju :hJt i:-:,:e fin it eh·: his term 
l.~ srs only t\•;,, ~ rJr~ ::111r,· 

So catq:llncal was Mr R,·agan·s speech 
that 1l will accekrate the polarisation of 
people m this ({)Untry. That is not a bad 

thin!-! Th e main pniblem for the apostle's of 
rt'J,"n is th,· Jiffi,ulry of discernmi: where 
the hopes . fr~rs and pott'ntial l<walties of 
the masses lie . If the impaCI of this speech 
force s 1hc extremists ofb<ith kft and right to 
draw their bauk lint'.S. and t'ncourages 
th:,s·,. wh,> see~ neither ro make th,msel\'eS 
mure 1·isibk. tht'n it \\ill ha1·t' ser.-ed i:reat 
purpl>Se . 

, An,,thcr fJ,t thJt emerges is thac Rt'agan t_ 
;x•licy i~ nm focused ex,lusiwly on South 1 

• Africa but pn the whok Souchem African 
re~io n. The n1t'ssa;:e is: stand or fall togeth­
t'f, the de2th of South Africa will ht' the 
J~,11h of all. 
Ptt'l(lrIJ E - Jul,· 23 

DIE BURGER 
A voice of reason 

f - In his pvwaful speech rt'sarding Arn,i-i~l 
I ra·s policy to\\·ard Sc)Ulh Africa. Presidenc( 

1 
Ronald Reasan made siatements tescifyin~ ! 

I or exceptio nal insight and knowledge of the i 
; wrnpkx and po,enciallv ___ dang_erous prob-J 
. !ems confront ing South Africa, " 
' •• With his speec h Prt>sident Rt'ai:an 

brnu~ht ihc necessary balance to the present 
1q1rld- \\·ide emoti,,na l l>UlCf'\' against S()Uth 
Africa. On 1he ont' hand he criricised as­
pens of ,i1e South African policy \,ith 
which he does nm ai:ree. but on the other 
hand kfr no doubt as to where his affections 
lie. 

That President Reagan - despite srrnng 
resi sta nce in the Ameri can Congress and 
even within hi s cl\\TI pam· - sees his way 
clear to voice opinions which can hardly be 
popular in the present anti-Souch African 
climate. speaks volumes for his integ rity 
and rea li sm. 

We believe Pre sident Reagan was led by 
his O\\TI strong personal convictions and 
princ iples. Sputh Africa's strategic impor­
tance. which is unfonunately undervalued 
by so many Western interests in cheir blind 
condemnacion of Souch Africa. apparently 
meam a peat deal to him . 

In addicion. since President Reagan 
came lo office he has made no secret of che 
fact that he foresees f!rt'at danf!er if Ru ss ian 
c:xpan silln1sm were allowed to Cllntinut' un­
hindnt'd aloni-: its path. !fr is sufficiencly 
reali suc to realise chat Russia would be the 
real 1·1ctor if South Africa were dn·astated 
and the sub-comment pluni-:ed into increas­
ini-: confrontation. 

He also repeatedly emphasised the im­
nlllrali11· and futility of sanctions against a 
countf')' which. as he put it. finds itself rn 
Jn rrnponam transitionJI pha~e. He under­
stand s only ton well. like rhe British Prime 
Mini ster. thJt rtw primary \·ic11ms of sa nc­
tillns ,·.-,,uld be those pt·opk Amnica and 
the \\'t'~t \ ·.-.1n1 to a~'.)is: most. 

Prt'sident R,· .J~.rn·s p,,licl' statement also 
reflects hrs a,·n""n t<> the son of \ 'Hrknce 
anJ IL'fflHJ~:11 ('Urrc rH 1r. Sou!h Africa . He 

LANGUAGE CODE 
For those readers who arc not familiar 
with South Africa's news media, the code 
indicates whether ewtorials originally ap­
peared in English-language or Afrihans­
langu.age newspapers. An A or E preced­
ing the date of publication - at the end of 
each editorial - denotes Afrikaans or 
English. E/ A denotes English and Afri­
kaans, as in the case of rawo commentary 
broadcast in both languages. 

did not hesitate to voice loudly his opinion 
against the "barbaric" necklace murJers 
and planting tif bombs in public placl's with 
which the ANC is occupyini: itself. 

Tht' rl'alism President Reagan rewals re­
~ard in~-tti e ~s i,Lith _A fri can situati<,n, ( .J,iie 
~s.-a frt'sh breez_e . This does nOi mean South 
Africans can mm· rest un their laurel s. Ther 
will haw lO cuntinue int rcidu,in).! changes 
ll t'Ct'ssa n· for peaceful coexistence in the 
countf')· and \\·hich will strengthen the 
hands of its friends su.::h as Pres idrnt 
Rea~an. 
Cape Town A - Julv 24 

Evening- Post 
Pretoria must use this time 

Tht' threat of punitive sanctions against 
South Africa ha s declined dramatically "ich 
Presidem Rea);an·s policy speech last night. 
So Jon~ as he rt>mains President and Mrs 
Margarec Thatcher concrols the Bricish Gov­
ernment. Pretoria can rest easy. 

Mr Reagan's dispassionate analysis of 
the South African situation is bringing pre­
dictable responses - a sense of relief in 
many quaners in South Africa and one of 
OUirage from the Govemmenc·s more vocif­
erous opponents. panicularly among the 
supponers of sanctions. 

Early positive reaccion to the speech is 
highlighcing Mr Reagan's accurate assess­
ment of the devastacing effen economic 
sanccions would have on che whole subcon­
tinent. These points. enunciated so clearly 
by che Presidenc. are not "a 101 of non­
sense". as Bishop Desmond Tutu would 
have it. but compelling arguments backed 
bv faces which proponents of sanrnons 
choose to ignore. 

But while Mr Rt' Jgan is undoubtedly 
right when he says the American people do 
lllll want to destroy the economic power· 
house on which millions of people depend 
for cheir sun•i\'al, the other major aspect of 
his speech must also be emphasised - that 
the currenc situation in Souch Africa is un· 
acceptable and chat it has to change . 

It is \'it.Jlly imponant that the respite 
granted by the Reagan/Thatcher stand 
s'1ould be used by the South African Gov­
ernml'lll 10 brin~ abouc such substantial 
chan.:e that future i;o1·ernments in the Unit· 
ed S;Jles anJ Bri,ain. and those of other 
ma1or \\'t"Sic-rn nations. will be inclined co 
,o :1 11 nue wirh ;1olicies of res traint. 

Augusr I. 19S6 




