
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library
Digital Library Collections

This is a PDF of a folder from our textual collections.

Collection: Advance, Office of Presidential: Records 
Folder Title: 05/28/1984 Vietnam Unknown Soldier 

Funeral Service and Internment (3 of 4)
Box: OA 16000

To see more digitized collections visit: 
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material 

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library Inventories, visit: 
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories 

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov  

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-
support/citation-guide 

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/ 

Last Updated: 05/16/2025 

https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://catalog.archives.gov/


WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 
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1. schedule Monday, 5/28/84 (lp, partial) 5/25/84 ~ rl 
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3. notes (1 p, partial) n.d . -P-6 tJb 

4. notes (lp , partial) n.d. F--+- B7 
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FILE FOLDER: 

Event: Vietnam Unknown Soldier Soldier Funeral 5/28/84 [3 of 4] 01+ 1, 6 o o 10/31/95 

RESTRICTION CODES 

Presidential Recordo Act • 144 U.S.C. 2204tall 
p. 1 National oecurity cl1111oified lnlonnation l(aK 1 I of the PRAI. 
P-2 Relating to appointment to Federal office l(aK2l of the PRAI . 
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P-6 Releue would ci•close confidential advice between the President and hi■ advisora. or 
between ouch edviooro l(aK6l of the PRA. 

P-8 Releaae would constitute a clearly unwarranted invaaion of peraonaf privacy l(aH81 of 
the PRAI . 

C. Cloaed in accordance with reatrictions contained in donor'■ deed of gift. 

Freedom of lnlonnation Act • 16 U.S.C. 662(bll 
F-1 National oecurity cleaoified lnlonnation ((bK1 I of the FOIAI. 
F-2 Releeoe could <iodooe internal penonnel ruleo and practice■ of an agency l(bK2l of the 

FOIAI. 
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F-4 Releeoe would <iodooe trade oecreto or confidential commercial or financial Information 
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the FOIAI 
F-7 Rele ... w ould clacloM informadon compiled for law enforcement purpoMII ((bK71 of 

the FOIAI . 
F-8 Relene would tiactoae information concerRnQ the reouletion of financial inatitutiona 

l(bl(BI of the FOIAI . 
F-9 Rele1111e would <ioclooe geological or geophysical Information concerning wells l(bK9 I of 

the FOIAI. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 21, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR MICHAEL K. DEAVER 

FROM: WILLIAM HENKEL ~ 

SUBJECT: VIETNAM UNKNOWN SOLDIER FUNERAL SERVICE AND INTERMENT 
AT ARLINGTON CEMETERY, MEMORIAL DAY, MONDAY , 
MAY 28, 1984 

EVENT CONCEPT 

The President and Mrs . Reagan will participate in the Vietnam 
Unknown Soldier Funeral Service and Interment at Arlington Cemetery 
on Memorial Day, Monday, May 28th. 

At 12:00 p . m. on Memorial Day the casket will be moved , via military 
motorcade, with ceremony from the U. S . Capitol to Arlington 
Cemetery . The arrival time of the casket at the Memorial Gate at 
Arlington Cemetery is approximately 1:40 p . m. There will be 3600 
attendees in the Amphitheater . 

The President and Mrs. Reagan arrive and are met by General 
Ballantine. The President and Mrs . Reagan , escorted by General 
Ballantine, proceed to the Memorial Display Room . 

As soon as the military motorcade arrives the west entrance, The 
President and Mrs. Reagan are escorted by General Ballantine to 
their seats in the Apse of the Amphitheater. 

The USMC Band will begin the funeral service with the playing of the 
National Anthem. Upon completion of the National Anthem is the 
Invocation then one minute of silence. At that time Secretary 
Weinberger will briefly introduce The President. Then The President 
will proceed to the podium and make brief remarks. He will conclude 
his remarks by reading the 26 word citation and presenting the Medal 
of Honor to the Unknown Soldier of Vietnam. A soldier will be 
designated to bring the medal to The President . 

At the conclusion of The President's remarks, each of the six 
military clergy seated on the Apse will speak for approximately one 
minute each . This will conclude the funeral service in the 
Ampitheatre. 

05/21/84 4:30 p.m. 
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Upon completion of the funeral service the body bearers will move 
the casket to the Memorial Display Room. The clergy will preceed 
the casket followed by the escort commander, The President and Mrs. 
Reagan, the Superintendent of Arlington Cemetery and National 
Commanders Veteran's Organizations. 

When all participants for the interment are in position on the 
plaza, approximately ten minutes later, the body bearers will move 
the casket from the Memorial Display Room . 

As the casket is moved through the Memorial Display Room toward the 
Plaza, the President, Mrs. Reagan and escort commander will join the 
procession and follow the casket . The body bearers will place the 
casket on the crypt while the Presidential party takes their 
positions on the Plaza. 

The Committal Services will then proceed. Each of four Chaplains 
will give brief one to two minute remarks. When the Chaplains have 
completed their services, The President will place The Presidential 
Wreath. A 21 gun salute will then be fired at five second 
intervals. 

At the completion of the gun salute the Clergy will deliver the 
final benediction. At the conclusion of the benediction the 
the firing party will fire three volleys . Immediately following the 
firing of the volleys, the bugler will play Taps. 

When Taps have been completed the band will play "America the 
Beautiful" and the body bearers will fold the interment flag and 
present it to the escort commander. The escort commander will then 
present the flag to The President. The President presents the flag 
to the Superintendet of Arlington Cemetery. 

The ceremony is concluded and The President and Mrs. Reagan will be 
escorted off the Plaza, board the motorcade and depart en route The 
White House. 

1. 

RECOMMENDED PRESS COVERAGE 

Funeral Service - OP~:SP~COVERAGE (NOTE: At this point it 
looks like at least ✓ CNN will show the ceremony live.) 

Approve_____ Disapprove 

2. Memorial Display Room 

Approve 

- CLOSED PRESS COVERAGE 

Disapprove 

3. Committal Service and Interment - OPEN PRESS COVERAGE (NOTE: 
This too will be shown li~ 

Approve __/L,_ Disapprove 

05/21/84 4:30 p.m. 
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OPTIONS/QUESTIONS 

1 . MDW recommends the Mrs . Reagan bes 
Amphitheater rather than on the 
the funeral service . 

Approve 

ab in the 
President during 

Disapprove 

2. MDW recommends that when e President follows the casket down 
the steps from the Memoria Display Room to The Plaza, Mrs . 
Reagan walk approximately si feet behind The President. The 
order would be The President, he honor guard , Mrs. Reagan then 
the National Commanders of Vete Organizations . 

Approve Disapprove 

3. MDW recommends that when The President takes his position with 
Gen. Ballantyne in the center of The Plaza that Mrs. Reagan 
stand at the foot of the steps directly behind The President, 
Gen . Ballantyne and the Superintendent of Arlington Cemetery. 

Approve 

cc: M. McManus 
D. Fischer 
F . Ryan 
W. Sittmann 

Disapprove 

05/21/84 4:30 p.m . 



1:40 p.m. 

1:45 p.m. 

1:50 p.m. 

2:00 p.m. 

2:10 p.m. 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

PROPOSED SUMMARY SCHEDULE OF THE PRESIDENT 

MARINE ONE arrives South Lawn. 

THE PRESIDENT and Mrs. Reagan deplane and proceed to 
motorcade for boarding. 

THE PRESIDENT and Mrs. · Reagan depart The White House en 
route Arlington Cemetery. 

Drive Time: 5 mins. 

THE PRESIDENT and Mrs. Reagan arrive Arlington 
Cemetery Amphitheater, Northeast Entrance, and proceed 
to Memorial Display Room for holding. 

Met by: 

Maj. Gen. John Lawson Ballantyne 
Commander, Military District of Washington 

THE PRESIDENT and Mrs. Reagan, escorted b y Gen. 
Ballantyne, proceed to their seats on the Apse in the 
Amphitheater and remain standing. 

2:05 p.m. 

OPEN PRESS COVERAGE 

NOTE : Four "Ruffles and Flourishes" for 
entrance of The Vietnam Unknown Soldier 
Casket. 

NOTE: Casket arrives Amphitheater and is 
taken to the Apse and placed on 
catafalque. 

National Anthem 
Invocation 
Trumphet call and One Minute of Silence 
Audience sings "My Country Tis of Thee" 

THE PRESIDENT and Mrs. Reagan are seated. 

05/21/84 4:30 p.m. 
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2:11 p . m. 

2:20 p . m. 

2:21 p.m . 

2:24 p . m. 

2:26 p . m. 

2:42 p.m. 

2:43 p . m. 

2:47 p.m. 

Sec. Weinberger introduces THE PRESIDENT. 

THE PRESIDENT delivers Eulogy . 

THE PRESIDENT concludes Eulogy, reads citation and 
presents Medal of Honor to Vietnam Unknown Soldier by 
placing on stand next to casket . 

THE PRESIDENT returns to seat and is seated . 

Chorus sings "On Bended Knee" 
Scripture read by Chaplin 
Chorus sings "The 23rd Psalm" 

THE PRESIDENT and Mrs . Reagan stand . 

Benediction by Chaplin 

2:25 p.m. Casket is taken to Memorial Display Room 

THE PRESIDENT and Mrs . Reagan, escorted by Gen. 
Ballantyne, proceeds to Memorial Display Room for 
holding. 

2:41 p.m . 

CLOSED PRESS COVERAGE 

NOTE: During holding time, THE PRESIDENT 
and Mrs . Reagan may be joined by former 
Presidents, their wives and widows of 
former Presidents. 

Casket is moved from Memorial Display Room 
to second landing on The Plaza. 

THE PRESIDENT and Mrs. Reagan, escorted by Gen. 
Ballantyne, depart Memorial Display Room, proceed to 
top of stairs on The Plaza and remain standing. 

Four "Ruffles and Flourishes" for casket 
Band starts to play "Holy, Holy, Holy" and 
casket is taken down steps to crypt. 

THE PRESIDENT and Mrs . Reagan, escorted by Gen. 
Ballantyne, follow casket down stairs onto The Plaza. 

NOTE: Mrs. Reagan is escorted to viewing 
position on The Plaza. 

THE PRESIDENT, escorted by Gen. Ballantyne, stops at 
position in center of The Plaza casket is placed onto 
crypt. 

05/21/84 4:30 p.m . 
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2:51 p.m. 

2:52 p.m. 

2:54 p.m. 

2:55 p.m. 

3:00 p.m. 

3:05 p.m. 

NOTE: Four Chaplins give brief remarks, 
one minute each. 

THE PRESIDENT, assisted by wreath bearer, places 
Presidential Wreath at foot of casket. 

THE PRESIDENT returns to position in center of The 
Plaza. 

21 gun salute 
Final Benediction given by Chaplin 
3 volleys 
TAPS 
Band plays "American the Beautiful" 
Body bearers fold flag and present flag to 

Gen. Ballantyne 

Gen. Ballantyne presents flag to THE PRESIDENT. 

THE PRESIDENT gives flag to Superintendent of Arlington 
Cemetery for safekeeping. 

THE PRESIDENT and Mrs. Reagan, escorted by Gen. 
Ballantyne, depart The Plaza en route motorcade for 
boarding. 

THE PRESIDENT and Mrs. Reagan depart Arlington Cemetery 
Amphitheater en route The White House. 

Drive Time: 5 mins. 

THE PRESIDENT and Mrs. Reagan arrive The White House. 

05/21/84 4:30 p.m. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release 

REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT 
AT MEMORIAL DAY CEREMONY 

HONORING VIETNAM UNKNOWN SOLDIER 

Arlington National Cemetery 

2:15 P.M. EDT 

May 28, 1984 __ _ 

THE PRESIDENT: My fellow Americans, Memorial Day is a 
day of ceremonies and speeches. Throughout America today, we honor 
the dead of our wars. We recall their valor and their sacrifices . 
We remember they gave their lives so that others might live. 

We're also gathered here for a special event; the 
national funeral for an unknown soldier who will today join the heroe s 
of three other wars. 

When he spoke at a ceremony at Gettysburg in 1863, 
President Lincoln reminded us that through their deeds, the dead had 
spoken more eloquently f -or themselves than any of the living ever 
could, and that we living could only honor them by re-dedicating our­
selves to the cause for which they so willingly gave a last full mea ­
sure of devotion. 

Well, this is especially so today, for in our minds and 
hearts is the memory of Vietnam and all that that conflict meant for 
those who sacrificed on the field of battle and for their loved ones 
who suffered here at home. 

Not long ago when a memorial was dedicated here in 
Washington to our Vietnam veterans, the events surrounding that dedica­
tion were a stirring reminder of America's resilience, of how our 
nation could learn and grow and transcend the tragedies of the past. 

During the dedication ceremonies, the rolls of those 
who died and are still missing were read for three days in a candle­
light ceremony at the National Cathedral. And the veterans of Vietnam 
who were never welcomed home with speeches and bands, but who were 
never defeated in battle and were heroes as surely as any who have 
ever fought in a noble cause, staged their own parade on Constitution 
Avenue. As America watched them, some in wheelchairs, all of them 
proud, there was a feeling that this nation, as a nation, we were 
coming together again and that we had, at long last, welcomed the boys 
home. 

"A lot of healing went on'~ said one combat veteran who 
helped organize support for the memorial. 

MORE 
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And, then, there was this newspaper account that appeared after the 
ceremonies. I'd like to read it to you. "Yesterday, crowds returned 
to the Memorial. Among them was Herbie Petit a machin±st and 
former Marine from New Orleans. 'Last night,' he said, standing 
near the wall, 'I went out to dinner with some other ex-Marines. 
There was also a group of college students in the restaurant. We 
started talking to each other. And before we left, they stood 
up and cheered µs. The whole week,' Petit said, his eyes red, 
'it was worth it just for that.'" 

It has been worth it. We Americans have learned to 
listen to each other and to trust each other again. We've learned 
that government-. owes the people an explanation and needs their 
support for it; actions at home and abroad. And we have learned, 
and I pray thi•s: time for good, the · most valuable lesson of all -­
the preciousness of human freedom. 

It has been a lesson relearned not just by Americans 
but by all the, people of the world. Yet, while the experience of 
Vietnam has gi~en us a stark lesson that ultimately must move the 
'conscience of the world, we must remember that we ca·nnot today, 

.,.asJ much as some~ might want to, close this chapter in our history, 
for the war in Southeast Asia still haunts a small but brave group 
of Americans -,,,., the fam.:i,lies of those still missing in the Vietmam 
conflict. 

They live day and night with uncertainty, with an 
emptiness, with a void that we cannot fathom. Today, some sit 
among you. Their feelings are a mixture of pride and fear. They're 
proud of their sons or husbands, fathers or brothers who bravely 
and nobly answered the ,call of their country. But some of them 
fear that this ceremony '-Writes a final chapter, leaving those 
they love forgotten. 

Well, today, then, one way to honor those who served 
or may still be serving in Vietnam is to gather here and rededicate 
ourselves to securing the answers for the families of those missing 
in action. I ask the members of Congress, the leaders of veterans' 
groups and the citizens of an entire nation present or listening 
to give these families your help and your support, for they still 
sacrifice and suffer. 

Vietnam is not over fo~ them. They cannot rest 
until they know the fate of those they loved and watched march 
off to serve their country. Our dedication to their cause must 
be strengthened with these events today. We write no last chapters. 
We close no books. We put away no final memories. An end to 
America's involvement in Vietnam cannot come before we've achieved 
the fullest possible accounting of those missing in action. (Applause.) 

This can only happen when their families know with 
certainty that this nation discharged her duty to those who· 
served nobly and well. Today, a united people call upon Hanoi with 
one voice: Heal the sorest wound of this conflict, return our 
sons to America, end the grief of those who are innocent and undeserving 
of a,1y retribution. The Unknown Soldier who is returned to us 
today and whom we lay to rest is symbolic of all our missing sons. 

MORE 
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and we will present him with the Congressional Medal of Honor, the 
highest military decoration that we can bestow . 

About him we may well wonder, as others have. As a 
child, did . he play on some str eet in a great American city? Or did 
he work beside his father on a farm out in America's heartland? Did 
he marry? Did he have children? Did he look expectantly to return 
to a bride? 

We' 11 nev·er know the answer t _o these questions about 
his life. We do know, though, why he died. He saw the horrors of 
war, but bravely faced them -- certain his cause, and his country's 
cause was a noble one. That he was fighting for human dignity, for 
free men everywhere. Today we pause to embrace him and all who served 
us so well in a war whose end offered no parades, no flags, and so 
little thanks. 

We can be worthy of the values and ideals for which our 
sons sacrificed . -- worthy of their courage in the face of a fear that 
few of us will ever experience -- by honoring their commitment and 
devotion to duty and country. Many veterans of Vietnam still serve 
in the armed forces, work in our offices, on our farms, and in our 
factories. Most have kept their experiences private. But most have 
been strengthened by their call to duty. 

A grateful nation opens her heart today in gratitude for 
their sacrifice, for their courage, and for their noble service. Let 
us, if we must, debate the lessons learned at some other time. Today, 
we simply say with pride, thank you dear son. May God cradle you 
in His loving arms. 

We present to you our nation's highest award, the 
Congressional Medal of Honor, for service above and beyond the call 
of duty -- in action with the enemy during the Vietnam era. 

Thank you. 

END 2:25 P.M. EDT 
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: VIETNAM UNKNOWN SOLDIER ENTOMBMENT 
MONDAY, MAY 28, 1984 

Memorial Day is a day of ceremonies and speeches. 

Throughout America today, we honor the dead of our wars. We .. 
recall their valor and their sacrifices -- we remember they gave 

their lives so that others might live. 

When he spoke at a ceremony like this at Gettysburg in 1863, 

President Lincoln reminded us that -- through their deeds -- the 

dead had spoken more eloquently for themselves than any of the 

living ever could, and that we the living could only honor them 

by rededicating ourselves to the cause for which they so 

willingly gave a last full measure of devotion. 

This is especially so today; for in our minds and hearts is 

the memory of Vietnam and all that conflict meant for those who 

sacrificed on the field of battle and for their loved ones who 

suffered here at home. 

Not long ago, when a memorial was dedicated here in 

Washington to our Vietnam veterans, the events surrounding that 

dedication were a stirring reminder of America's resilience, of 

how our Nation could learn and grow and transcend the tragedies 

of the past. 

During the dedication ceremonies, the rolls of those who 

died and are still missing were read for 3 days in a candlelight 

ceremony at the National Cathedral. And the veterans of Vietnam 

who were never welcomed home with speeches and bands -- but who 

were never defeated in battle and were heroes as surely as any 
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who have ever fought in a noble cause -- staged their own parade 

on Constitution Avenue. 

As America watched them, some in wheelchairs, all of them 

proud, there was a feeling that as a Nation we were coming 

together again and that we had -- at long last 

boys home. 

welcomed the 
.. 

"A lot of healing ... went on," said one combat veteran 

who helped organize support for the memorial. And then there was 

this newspaper account that appeared after the ceremonies. I 

would like to read it to you: 

"Yesterday, crowds returned to the memorial. Among them was 
Herbie Petit, a machinist and former marine from New Orleans. 
'Last night,' he said, standing near the wall, 'I went out to 
dinner with some other ex-marines. There was also a group of 
college students in the restaurant. We started talking to each 
other and before we left they stood up and cheered.' 

'The whole week,' Petit said, his eyes red, 'it was worth it 
just for that.'" 

It has been worth it. We Americans have learned to listen 

to each other and to trust each other again. We have learned 

that Government owes the people an explanation and needs their 

support for its actions at home and abroad. And we have 

learned -- and I pray this time for good -- the most valuable 

lesson of all: the preciousness of human freedom. It has been a 

lesson relearned not just by Americans but by all the people of 

the world. It is "the stark lesson" that Truong Nhu Tang, one of 

the founders of the National Liberation Front, a former Viet Cong 

minister and vice-minister of the postwar government in Vietnam, 

spoke of recently when he explained why he fled Vietnam for 

freedom. 
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•No previous regime in my country,• he wrote about the 
concentration camps and boat people of Vietnam, "brought such 
numbers of people to such desperation. Not the military 
dictators, not the colonialists, not even the ancient Chinese 
overlords. It is a lesson that my compatriots and I learned 
through witnessing and through suffering in our own lives the 
fate of our countrymen. It is a lesson that must eventually move 
the conscience of the world." 

Yet while the experience of Vietnam has given the.world a 

stark lesson that ultimately must move the conscience of the 

world, we must remember that we cannot today -- as much as we 

might want to -- close this chapter in our history. 

For the war in Southeast Asia still haunts a small but brave 

group of Americans, the families of those still missing in the 

Vietnam conflict. They live day and night with uncertainty, with 

an emptiness, with a void we cannot fathom. Today, they sit 

among you; their feelings are a mixture of pride and fear. They 

are proud of their sons or husbands who bravely and nobly 

answered the call of their country, but some of them fear that 

this ceremony writes a final chapter, leaving those they loved 

forgotten. Today, then, one way to honor those who served in 

Vietnam is to gather here and rededicate ourselves to securing 

the answers for the families of those missing in action. I ask 

the Members of Congress, the leaders of veterans groups, and the 

citizens of an entire Nation -- present or listening -- to give 

these families your help and your support, for they still 

sacrifice and suffer; Vietnam is not over for them; they cannot 

rest until they know the fate of those they loved and watched 

march off to serve their country. Our dedication to their cause 

must be strengthened with these events today; we write no last 

chapters, we close no books, we put away no final memories. An 
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end to Am~rica's involvement in Vietnam can not come before we 

have achieved the fullest possible accounting of those missing in 

action. This can only happen when their families know with 

certainty that this Nation discharged her duty to those who 

served nobly and well. Today, a united people call upon Hanoi .. 
with one voice -- heal the sorest wound of this conflict; return 

our sons to America; end the grief of those who are innocent and 

undeserving of any retribution. 

The unknown soldier who has returned to us today and whom we 

lay to rest is symbolic of all our missing sons. About him, we 

may well wonder as others have: As a child, did he play on some 

street in a great American city, did he work beside his father on 

a farm in America's heartland? Did he marry? Did he have 

children, did he look expectantly to return to a bride? We will 

never know the answers to these questions about his life. We do 

know, though, why he died. He saw the horrors of war but bravely 

faced them, certain his own cause and his country's cause was a 

noble one; that he was fighting for human dignity, for free men 

everywhere. Today, we pause, to embrace him and all who served 

us so well in a war whose end offered no parades, no flags, and 

so little thanks. We can be worthy of the values and ideals for 

which our sons sacrificed, worthy of their courage in the face of 

a fear that few of us will ever experience by honoring their 

commitment and devotion to duty and country. Many veterans of 

Vietnam still serve in the Armed Forces, work in our offices, on 

our farms, in our factories. Most have kept their experiences 

private, but most have been strengthened by their call to duty. 
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A gratefu~ Nation opens her heart today in gratitude for their 

sacrifice, for their courage and their noble service. Let us, if 

we must, debate the lessons learned at some other time: today we 

simply say with pride: Thank you, dear son: and may God cradle 

you in His loving arms. 
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1:00 p.m. 

1:30 p.m. 

1:35 p.m. 

1:40 p.m. 

MARINE ONE departs Camp David. 

MARINE ONE arrives South Lawn. 

THE PRESIDENT and Mrs. Reagan deplane and proceed to 
Diplomatic Reception Room. 

GUEST AND STAFF INSTRUCTIONS 

Proceed to motorcade for boarding. 

THE PRESIDENT departs Diplomatic Reception Room en 
route motorcade for boarding. 

THE PRESIDENT departs The White House en route 
Arlington Cemetery. 

Drive Time: 10 mins. 

MOTORCADE ASSIGNMENTS 

Lead 

Spare 

Limo 

Follow-up 

Control 

Support 

WHCA 

Staff I 

Staff II 

Press Van I 

Press Van II 

P. Roussel 
D. Fischer 

THE PRESIDENT 
J. Baker 

M. Deaver 
Military Aide 
Dr. D. Ruge 

E. Hickey 
W. Henkel 
Ofcl. Photographer 

R. McFarlane 
W. Sittmann 
K. Hoggard 

Col. Caulfield 
Medic 

05/25/84 3:00 p.m. 
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1:50 p.m. 

2:01 p.m. 

2:12 p.m. 

Ambulance 

Tail 

THE PRESIDENT arrives Arlington Cemetery Amphitheater, 
Northeast Entrance, and proceeds to Memorial Display 
Room for holding. 

See TAB A for diagram. 

Met by: 

Sec. Caspar Weinberger 

Maj. Gen. John Lawson Ballantyne 
Commander, Military District of Washington 

GUEST AND STAFF INSTRUCTIONS 

Guests and Staff will be escorted to Gues 
and Staff Seating Area in Amphitheatre. 

THE PRESIDENT, escorted by Sec. Weinberger and Gen. 
Ballantyne, departs holding room and proceeds to his 
seat on the Apse (Dais) in the Amphitheater and remains 
standing. 

2:07 p.m. 

See TAB A for diagram. 

OPEN PRESS COVERAGE 
LIVE TELEVISION NETWORK COVERAGE 

NOTE: Four "Ruffles and Flourishes" will 
be rendered as the The Vietnam Unknown 
Soldier Casket arrives Amphitheater and is 
taken to the Apse and placed on 
catafalque. 

National Anthem 

Maj. Gen. Patrick J. Hessian, Chief of 
Chaplains, Army, gives Invocation. 

Trumpet call, Minute of Silence. 

Audience sings "My Country 'tis of Thee". 

THE PRESIDENT is seated. 

05/25/84 3:00 p.m. 
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2:13 p.m. 

2:21 p.m. 

2:22 p.m. 

2:27 p.m. 

2:38 p.m. 

Sec. Weinberger briefly introduces THE 
PRESIDENT. 

THE PRESIDENT proceeds to podium and delivers Eulogy. 

See TAB A for diagram. 

OPEN PRESS COVERAGE 
LIVE TELEVISION NETWORK COVERAGE 

THE PRESIDENT concludes Eulogy, reads citation and 
presents Medal of Honor to Vietnam Unknown Soldier (by 
placing on stand next to casket). 

THE PRESIDENT returns to seat and is seated. 

See TAB A for diagram. 

Chorus sings "On Bended Knee". 

Chaplain Simeon Kobernitz, Director 
Chaplain Service, Veteran's 
Administration, reads Psalm 91. 

Chorus sings "The Last Words of David". 

Rear Admiral Neil M. Stevenson, Chief of 
Chaplains, Navy, reads John 14; 1-7, 
15-17, 27. 

Chorus sings "The 23rd Psalm". 

THE PRESIDENT stands. 

2:36 p.m. 

Capt. Robert M. Radasky, Chaplain, Navy, 
gives Benediction. 

Casket is carried to Memorial Display 
Room. 

THE PRESIDENT, escorted by Gen. Ballantyne, proceeds to 
Memorial Display Room for holding. 

GUEST AND STAFF INSTRUCTIONS 

Guests and Staff will be escorted to the 
Memorial Display Room for holding. 

CLOSED PRESS COVERAGE 

05/25/84 3:00 p.m. 
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2:54 p.m. 

2:55 p.m. 

2:56 p.m. 

3:00 p.m. 

2:51 p.m. 

2:53 p.m. 

GUEST AND STAFF INSTRUCTIONS 

Guests and Staff will be escorted to the 
Guest and Staff Viewing Area on The Plaza. 

Casket is moved from Memorial Display Room 
to second landing on The Plaza. 

THE PRESIDENT, escorted by Gen. Ballantyne, departs 
Memorial Display Room, proceeds to top of stairs on The 
Plaza and remains standing. 

OPEN PRESS COVERAGE 
LIVE TELEVISION NETWORK COVERAGE 

NOTE: In Memorial Display Room are Sec. 
Weinberger, Dept. Sec. William H. Taft, 
six Joint Chiefs of Staff, five Service 
Chiefs, ten Honorary Pallbearers, 20 
National Commanders of Veterans 
Organizations and escort officers. 

Four "Ruffles and Flourishes" are rendered 
for the casket. 

Band plays "Holy, Holy, Holy" and casket 
is carried down steps to crypt. 

THE PRESIDENT, escorted by Gen. Ballantyne, follows 
casket down stairs onto The Plaza. 

THE PRESIDENT, escorted by Gen. Ballantyne, stops at a 
position in the center of The Plaza as the casket is 
placed onto crypt. 

Col. Israel Drazin, Col., Air Force, gives 
Jewish Prayer of Committal. 

Capt. Radasky gives Orthodox Prayer of 
Committal. 

MajGen. John A. Collins, Chaplain, Air 
Force, gives Catholic Prayer of Committal. 

Rear Admiral Stevenson gives Protestant 
Prayer of Committal. 

THE PRESIDENT, assisted by wreath bearer, places 
Presidential Wreath at foot of casket. 

05/25/84 3:00 p.m. 
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3:01 p.rn. 

3:07 p.rn. 

3:08 p.rn. 

3:18 p.m. 

THE PRESIDENT returns to position in center of The 
Plaza. 

3:06 p.rn. 

21 Gun Salute. 

Capt. Eddy B. Moran, Chaplain, Coast 
Guard, gives Benediction. 

Three Volleys. 

TAPS. 

Band plays "America the Beautiful". 

Body bearers fold flag and present flag to 
Gen. Ballantyne. 

Gen. Ballantyne presents flag to THE 
PRESIDENT. 

THE PRESIDENT presents flag to Mr. Raymond Costanzo, 
Superintendent of Arlington National Cemetery. 

THE PRESIDENT, escorted by Gen. Ballantyne, departs The 
Plaza en route motorcade for boarding. 

GUEST AND STAFF INSTRUCTIONS 

Proceed immediately to motorcade for 
boarding. 

THE PRESIDENT departs Arlington National Cemetery 
Amphitheater en route The White House. 

Drive Time: 10 rnins. 

MOTORCADE ASSIGNMENTS 

Sarne as on arrival. 

THE PRESIDENT arrives The White House. 

05/25/84 3:00 p.rn. 
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1:00 p.m. 

1:30 p.m. 

1:35 p.m. 

1:40 p.m. 

MARINE ONE departs Camp David. 

MARINE ONE arrives South Lawn. 

THE PRESIDENT and Mrs. Reagan deplane and proceed to 
Diplomatic Reception Room. 

GUEST AND STAFF INSTRUCTIONS 

Proceed to motorcade for boarding. 

THE PRESIDENT departs Diplomatic Reception Room en 
route motorcade for boarding. 

THE PRESIDENT departs The White House en route 
Arlington Cemetery. 

Drive Time: 10 mins. 

MOTORCADE ASSIGNMENTS 

Lead 

Spare 

Limo 

Follow-up 

Control 

Support 

WHCA 

Staff I 

Staff II 

Press Van I 

Press Van II 

P. Roussel 
D. Fischer 

THE PRESIDENT 
J. Baker 

M. Deaver 
Military Aide 
Dr. D. Ruge 

E. Hickey 
w. Henkel 
Ofcl. Photographer 

R. McFarlane 
W. Sittmann 
K. Hoggard 

Col. Caulfield 
Medic 
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1:50 p.m. 

2:01 p.m. 

2:12 p.m. 

Ambulance 

Tail 

THE PRESIDENT arrives Arlington Cemetery Amphitheater, 
Northeast Entrance, and proceeds to Memorial Display 
Room for holding. 

See TAB A for diagram. 

Met by: 

Sec. Caspar Weinberger 

Maj. Gen. John Lawson Ballantyne 
Commander, Military District of Washington 

GUEST AND STAFF INSTRUCTIONS 

Guests and Staff will be escorted to Gues 
and Staff Seating Area in Amphitheatre. 

THE PRESIDENT, escorted by Sec. Weinberger and Gen. 
Ballantyne, departs holding room and proceeds to his 
seat on the Apse (Dais) in the Amphitheater and remains 
standing. 

2:07 p.m. 

See TAB A for diagram. 

OPEN PRESS COVERAGE 
LIVE TELEVISION NETWORK COVERAGE 

NOTE: Four "Ruffles and Flourishes" will 
be rendered as the The Vietnam Unknown 
Soldier Casket arrives Amphitheater and is 
taken to the Apse and placed on 
catafalque. 

National Anthem 

Maj. Gen. Patrick J. Hessian, Chief of 
Chaplains, Army, gives Invocation. 

Trumpet call, Minute of Silence. 

Audience sings "My Country 'tis of Thee". 

THE PRESIDENT is seated. 

05/25/84 3:00 p.m. 
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2:13 p.m. 

2:21 p.m. 

2:22 p.m~ 

2:27 p.m ~ 

2:38 p.m. 

Sec. Weinberger briefly introduces THE 
PRESIDENT. 

THE PRESIDENT proceeds to podium and delivers Eulogy. 

See TAB A for diagram. 

OPEN PRESS COVERAGE 
LIVE TELEVISION NETWORK COVERAGE 

THE PRESIDENT concludes Eulogy, reads citation and 
presents Medal of Honor to Vietnam Unknown Soldier (by 
placing on stand next to casket). 

THE PRESIDENT returns to seat and is seated. 

See TAB A for diagram. 

Chorus sings "On Bended Knee". 

Chaplain Simeon Kobernitz, Director 
Chaplain Service, Veteran's 
Administration, reads Psalm 91. 

Chorus sings "The Last Words of David". 

Rear Admiral Neil M. Stevenson, Chief of 
Chaplains, Navy, reads John 14; 1-7, 
15-17, 27. 

Chorus sings "The 23rd Psalm". 

THE PRESIDENT stands. 

2:36 p.m. 

Capt. Robert M. Radasky, Chaplain, Navy, 
gives Benediction. 

Casket is carried to Memorial Display 
Room. 

THE PRESIDENT, escorted by Gen. Ballantyne, proceeds to 
Memorial Display Room for holding. 

GUEST AND STAFF INSTRUCTIONS 

Guests and Staff will be escorted to the 
Memorial Display Room for holding. 

CLOSED PRESS COVERAGE 

05/25/84 3:00 p.m. 
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2:54 p.m. 

2:55 p.m. 

2:56 p.m. 

3:00 p.m. 

2:51 p.m. 

2:53 p.m. 

GUEST AND STAFF INSTRUCTIONS 

Guests and Staff will be escorted to the 
Guest and Staff Viewing Area on The Plaza. 

Casket is moved from Memorial Display Room 
to second landing on The Plaza. 

THE PRESIDENT, escorted by Gen. - Ballantyne, departs 
Memorial Display Room, proceeds to top of stairs on The 
Plaza and remains standing. 

OPEN PRESS COVERAGE 
LIVE TELEVISION NETWORK COVERAGE 

NOTE: In Memorial Display Room are Sec. 
Weinberger, Dept. Sec. William H. Taft, 
six Joint Chiefs of Staff, five Service 
Chiefs, ten Honorary Pallbearers, 20 
National Commanders of Veterans 
Organizations and escort officers. 

Four "Ruffles and Flourishes" are rendered 
for the casket. 

Band plays "Holy, Holy, Holy" and casket 
is carried down steps to crypt. 

THE PRESIDENT, escorted by Gen. Ballantyne, follows 
casket down stairs onto The Plaza. 

THE PRESIDENT, escorted by Gen~ Ballantyne, stops at a 
position in the center of The Plaza as the casket is 
placed onto crypt. 

Col. Israel Drazin, Col., Air Force, gives 
Jewish Prayer of Committal. 

Capt. Radasky gives Orthodox Prayer of 
Committal. 

MajGen. John A. Collins, Chaplain, Air 
Force, gives Catholic Prayer of Committal. 

Rear Admiral Stevenson gives Protestant 
Prayer of Committal. 

THE PRESIDENT, assisted by wreath bearer, places 
Presidential Wreath at foot of casket. 

05/25/84 3:00 p.m. 
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3:01 p.m . 

3:07 p.m. 

3:08 p.m. 

3:18 p.m. 

THE PRESIDENT returns to position in center of The 
Plaza. 

3:06 p.m. 

21 Gun Salute. 

Capt. Eddy B. Moran, Chaplain, Coast 
Guard, gives Benediction. 

Three Volleys. 

TAPS. 

Band plays "America the Beautiful". 

Body bearers fold flag and present flag to 
Gen. Ballantyne. 

Gen. Ballantyne presents flag to THE 
PRESIDENT. 

THE PRESIDENT presents flag to Mr. Raymond Costanzo, 
Superintendent of Arlington National Cemetery. 

THE PRESIDENT, escorted by Gen. Ballantyne, departs The 
Plaza en route motorcade for boarding. 

GUEST AND STAFF INSTRUCTIONS 

Proceed immediately to motorcade for 
boarding. 

THE PRESIDENT departs Arlington National Cemetery 
Amphitheater en route The White House. 

Drive Time: 10 mins. 

MOTORCADE ASSIGNMENTS 

Same as on arrival. 

THE PRESIDENT arrives The White House. 

05/25/84 3:00 p.m. 
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EVENT: 

DRESS: 
WEATHER: 

1:00 p.m. 

1:30 p.m. 

1:35 p.m. 

1:40 p.m. 

1:50 p.m. 

2:01 p.m. 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 
REVISED 

SCHEDULE OF THE PRESIDENT 

MONDAY, MAY 28, 1984 

Attend Vietnam Unknown Solder Funeral Service and 
Interment at Arlington National Cemetery 
Men's Business Suit 
Mostly Cloudy; Mid ?O's 

MARINE ONE departs Camp David. 

MARINE ONE arrives South Lawn. - PHOTO COVERAGE 

Aecom. by Mrs. Reagan, deplane and proceed to 
Diplomatic Reception Room. 

Depart Diplomatic Reception Room en route motorcade for 
boarding. 

Depart The White House en route Arlington Cemetery. 
Drive Time: 10 mins. In Limo: J. Baker 

Arrive Arlington Cemetery Amphitheater, Northeast 
Entrance, and proceed to Memorial Display Room for 
holding. 

Met by: 

Sec. Caspar Weinberger 

Maj. Gen. John Lawson Ballantyne 
Commander, Military District of Washington 

Escorted by Sec. Weinberger and Gen. Ballantyne, depart 
holding room and proceed to seat on the Apse (Dais) in 
the Amphitheater and remain standing. 

2:07 p.m. 

- OPEN PRESS/LIVE TELEVISION NETWORK 

NOTE: Four "Ruffles and Flourishes" will 
be rendered as the The Vietnam Unknown 
Soldier Casket arrives Amphitheater and is 
taken to the Apse and placed on 
catafalque. 

National Anthem 

Maj. Gen. Patrick J. Hessian, Chief of 
Chaplains, Army, gives Invocation 

05/25/84 3:00 p.m. 
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2:12 p.m. 

2:13 p.m. 

2:21 p.m. 

2:22 p.m. 

2:27 p.m. 

2:38 p.m. 

2:54 p.m. 

Trumpet call, Minute of Silence 

Audience sings "My Country 'tis of Thee" 

Be seated. 

Sec. Weinberger briefly makes 
introduction. 

Proceed to podium and deliver Eulogy. 
- OPEN PRESS/LIVE TELEVISION NETWORK 

Conclude Eulogy, read citation and present Medal of 
Honor to Vietnam Unknown Soldier (by placing on stand 
next to casket). 

Return to seat and be seated. 

Stand. 

2:36 p.m. 

Chorus sings "On Bended Knee". 

Chaplain Simeon Kobernitz, Director, 
Chaplain Service, Veteran's 
Administration, reads Psalm 91. 

Chorus sings "The Last Words of David". 

Rear Admiral Neil M. Stevenson, Chief of 
Chaplains, Navy, reads John 14; 1-7, 
15-17, 27. 

Chorus sings "The 23rd Psalm". 

Capt. Robert M. Radasky, Chaplain, Navy, 
gives Benediction. 

Casket is carried to Memorial Display Room 

Escorted by Gen. Ballantyne, proceed to Memorial 
Display Room for holding. - CLOSED PRESS 

2:53 p.m. Casket is moved from Memorial Display Room 
to second landing on The Plaza. 

Escorted by Gen. Ballantyne, depart Memorial Display 
Room, proceed to top of stairs on The Plaza and remain 
standing. - OPEN PRESS/LIVE TELEVISION NETWORK 

05/25/84 3:00 p.m. 
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2:55 p.m. 

2:56 p.m. 

3:00 p.m. 

3:01 p.m. 

NOTE: In Memorial Display Room are Sec. 
Weinberger, Dept. Sec. William H. Taft, 
six Joint Chiefs of Staff, five Service 
Chiefs, ten Honorary Pallbearers, 20 
National Commanders of Veterans 
Organizations and escort officers. 

Four "Ruffles and Flourishes" are rendered 
for the casket. 

Band plays "Holy, Holy, Holy" and casket 
is carried down steps to crypt. 

Escorted by Gen. Ballantyne, follow casket down stairs 
onto The Plaza. 

Escorted by Gen. Ballantyne, stop at a position in the 
center of The Plaza as the casket is placed onto crypt. 

Col. Israel Drazin, Col., Air Force, gives 
Jewish Prayer of Committal. 

Capt. Radasky gives Orthodox Prayer of 
Committal. 

Maj. Gen. John A. Collins, Chaplain, Air 
Force, gives Catholic Prayer of Committal. 

Rear Admiral Stevenson gives Protestant 
Prayer of Committal. 

Assisted by wreath bearer, place Presidential Wreath at 
foot of casket. 

Return to position in center of The Plaza. 

21 Gun Salute. 

Capt. Eddy B. Moran, Chaplain, Coast 
Guard, gives Benediction. 

Three Volleys. 

TAPS. 

Band plays "America the Beautiful". 

Body bearers fold flag and present flag to 
Gen. Ballantyne. 

05/25/84 3:00 p.m. 
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3:07 p.m. 

3:08 p.m. 

3:18 p.m. 

3:06 p.m. Gen. Ballantyne presents flag to you. 

Present flag to Mr. Raymond Costanzo, Superintendent, 
Arlington National Cemetery . 

Escorted by Gen. Ballantyne , depart The Plaza en route 
motorcade for boarding. 

Depart Arlington National Cemetery Amphitheater en 
route The White House. Drive Time: 10 mins. 
In Limo: J. Baker 

Arrive The White House. 

05/25/84 3:00 p.m. 
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FOR PCBLIC LIA!S01' .... ... .... .... ....... .. .. ....... .. .... .. ...... .. Faith Ryan Whittlesey 

.,. 
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EXT 

DEPUTY ASSISTANTS TO THE PRESIDENT 

DEPUTY ASSIST ANT TO THE PRESIDENT 
AND DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ........................ Michael Baroody 7170 

T>EPUTY ASSIST ANT TO THE PRESIDENT 
AND DIRECTOR OF IBE OFFICE OF 
PLANNING AND EVALUATION······· ........................... Bruce Chapman 6590 

DEPUTY ASSIST ANT TO THE PRESIDENT 
FOR PUBLIC LIAISON ·················································JaclLL. Courterpanche 6297 

ASSISTANT COUNSELLOR TO THE PRESIDENT ............ T. Kenneth Cribb, Jr. 2235 

.. ,0 DEPUTY ASSISTANTTOIBEPRESIDENT 
\V • FOR PRESIDENTIAL PERSONNEL .............................. Becky Norton Dunlop 6440 

EPUTY ASSISTA?l.-'"TTOIBEPRESIDENT AND 
6266 

6611 

~ DIRECTOR OF SPEECHWRmNG ................ ............... Bently T. Elliott 

/\lo DEPUTY COUNSEL TO rnE PRESIDENT ............. ..... ...... Richard A. Hauser 

,-1\ I cfEPuTY ASSISTAJ\"T TO rnE PRESIDENT 
'" FOR INTERGOVERNMEJ\1ALAFFAIRS ..................... Rick J. Neal 7154 

6620 
DEPUTY ASSI~ O ~ ~£~ NT 

FOR LEGISLATIVE AFFAIR~~;E::..) .. -... -... -.. -... -... --c.;.-... -.. ,t;Mr."llBr;. Qnnlg(er.;:s;:,;b~y----u:;in 

NfJ DEPLrrY ASSIST Aliff TO THE PRESIDEJ\"T 
~.c..b:?;FOR NATIONAL SECURITY AFFAIRS ......................... John M. Poindexter 
~ i Rear Admiral. U N 

DEPUTY ASSIST ANT TO THE PRESIDENT 
FOR POLICY DEVELOPMENT AND DIRECTOR 
OF rnE OFFICE OF POLICY DEVELOPMEJ\1 ............. Roger B. Po . er 

DEPLTY ASSISTA?l-1 TO THE PRESIDENT .'fll!':Sr. ........... James s. Rosebush 

:3 D~~r~~~Wi~~~~.~~~'.!.~~!.~~~~ .. .... ..... .......... ~ ~ ;_rt ~r~\ 

NO DEPl; TY ASSIST A~,. TO THE PRESIDE~'T 
FOR LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS (SENA TE) ................ .. .... Pamela J. Turner 

DEPL 'TY ASSIST A!\1 TO THE PRESIDE!\ 1 
FOR NA TIO~AL SECURITY AFFAIRS ......................... CA4wt.,c-P--'N"7in 
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INTERMENT 

2,t"b Jewish Prayer of Committal Ch (COL)(P) Israel Drazin, USAR 

2JfrD Orthodox Prayer of Committal Captain Robert M. Radasky, CHC, USN 

2 .'Ob Catholic Prayer of Committal Chaplain, MG, John A. Collins, USAF 

7.P O Protestant Prayer of Committal Rear Admiral Neil M. Stevenson, CHC, USN 

/"f1a,.. Placing of the Presidential Wreath 

/ _- l(IJ, The Gun Salute 3rd U.S. Infantry 

The Benediction Captain Eddy B. Moran, CHC, USN 
The Chaplain, U.S. Coast Guard 

1.1-, Sa.- The Firing of the Volleys . 

/JpTaps 

Folding o the 

America The 

The Presentation of the Flag 

3rd U.S . Infantry 

The U.S. Army Band 

3rd U.S. Infantry 

The U.S. Army Band 
Allen, Leader and Commander 



FUNERAL SERVICE 

/.1t:J The National Anthem ........................................... Francis Scott Key 
The U.S. Marine Band, COL John R. Bourgeois, Director 

f:3i> The Invocation . ................................ Chaplain 
Chief of Chaplains, U.S. Army 

(MG) Patrick J. Hessian 

/ j~ Trumpet Call.~ . ................................. "Attention" (sounded three times) 

- -----~Omne Minute of Silence 

2."C:,OM_y Country, 'Tis of Thee ................................. Audience Participating 
Henry Carey Samuel F. Smith (Words) 

Introduction .. Secretary of Defense 

f Od Presentation of Medal of Bonor .................................. . . Ronald Reagan 
The President .of the United States 

):O{!l)n Bended Knee ............................................ arr. Samuel R. Loboda 
The U.S. Army Chorus, MAJ L. Bryan Shelburne, Director 

z:&:?Psalm of the Day (Psalm 91) ........................... Chaplain Simeon Kobrinetz 
Director Chaplain Service. Veteran's Administration 

. 
J'.t:,a The Last Words of David . .............. . ........................ Randall Thompson 

Samuel (Words) 
The U.S. Army Chorus, MAJ L. Bryan Shelburne, Director 

2, ,'t)l)The New Testament Lesson ................................ John 14; 1-7, 15-17, 27 
Rear Admiral Neil M. Stevenson, Chief of Chaplains, U.S. Navy 

?·(J() The Twenty-Third Psalm .............................................. J.S. Irvine 
J, arr. MSG James Kessler 

King David (Words) 
The U.S. Army Chorus, MAJ L. Bryan Shelburne, Director 

/.t,Ol'he Benediction ....................................... Captain Robert M. Radasky 
Chaplain, U.S. Marine Corps 

The Postlude .......................................................... ........... Carlll.ona. 

. . 
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Executive Office of the President 4- 4052 Office of Administration 
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