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VETERANS DAV 1988 
SEQUENCE OF EVENTS 

10:40 Administrator Turnage arrives at the west entrance. He 
moves to the Dismount Area on the flagstone walk near 
the north gate where he meets Nationaf Commander Frank 
Athanason of the Military Order of the Purple Heart. 
They wait for the limousme. (The indication the 
Dignitary has arrived at the cemetery is the gun salute 
wti1ch sounds as he passes through the gates). 

10:50 The Dignitary will be at Memorial Gate. He is escorted 
to the dismount point, where the Administrator, MG 
Hilbert and Commander Athanason are waiting. 

10:55 The Dignitary is briefed ~ MG Hilbert. The MDW 
Ceremoni.es Officer {Mr. Tom Groppel) will organize the 
Administrator and Commander Athanason into an official 
party and will brief them. 

MG Hilbert escorts the Dignitary and the official party 
through the honor cordon along the walk leading to the 
entrance to the plaza, directl'( between the tomll and 
the entrance to the memoria trophy room. The honor 
cordon will "PRESENT ARMS" as the official party enters 
the cordon. The Dignitary and General Hilbert wilf 
halt on the gray line in front of the Tomb. The 
Administrator and Purple Heart Commander will be 
escorted to their position on the step.s. Other 
platform guests will already be in places assigned them 
on the steps. 

The band will play the National Anthem. On the first 
note, the official party should render the appropriate 
salute (hand salute or hand over heart). At the 
conclusion of the National Anthem, the official _party 
will end their salute. The Honor Guard will "ORDER 
ARMS". 

At this time, the wreath bearer, drummer and bugler 
move forward. The drummer and bugler stop short of the 
Dignitary. The wreath bearer will continue and halt in 
front of the Dignitary, who will place his hands on the 
wreath. 

The honor guard will then "PRESENT ARMS". 

The Dignitary moves forward with his hands on the 
wreath as the wreath bearer backs toward the Tomb and 
places the wreath on the tripod already positioned on 
the f?laza. The Dignitary then returns to his position 
besicle MG Hilbert. 
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The wreath bearer moves to his position beside the 
drummer and bugler. The drummer sounds four muffled 
ruffles; the bugler pla_ys TAPS. On the first note of 
the drum beatl the official party will renaerthe 
appropriate sa ute. 

At the conclusion o·f TAPS, the official party_ will end 
their salutes and the honor guard will "ORDER ARMS". 
The wreath bearer will then remove his hat indicating 
the beginning of 30 seconds of silence. All males not 
under arms should remove t heir headgear and assume an 
attitude of prayer for 30 seconds. At the conclusion 
of the moment of silencehthe wreath bearer will click 
his heels and replace his eadgear. All others should 
then replace their headgear. 

MG Hilbert will then escort the Dignitarl into the 
Memorial Dis~lay room where he will wait to be escorted 
into the ampliitheater. During this time, the 
Administrator's party, as well as other invited guests 
who have observed the wreath ceremony will return to 
their boxes. The official party for the platform will 
then line up in the order of seating. 

The official party files into the amphitheater. Once 
the official party is seated, MG Hilbert will escort 
the Dignitary to his position. 

11:10 The Master of Ceremonies, John Binnion.r.. Past National 
Commander of the Militar'( Order of the t'urple Heart 
will call for presentation o the colors .. 

11:18 The invocation will be delivered by _Father Edward 
Flannery_, National Chaplain, The Military Order of the 
Purple Heart. 

11:20Th~ pledge cof Allegiance will.be led bY- Medal of H~r-or 
rec1_p1ent Br1an Thacker who 1s a member of the M1htary 
Order of the Purple Heart. 

11:22 The National Anthem, will be sung by MUC Ronald Norman, 
USN The United States Navy Band under the leadership of 
Lt. John R. Pastin, USN will accompany him. 

11:25 The colors will be posted. 

11:27 The MC will introduce National Commander frank 
Athanason of the Military Order of the· Purple Heart who 
wi.11 offer welcoming remarks and will introduce George 
Skypeck. 

11 :28 Poem recited by George Skypeck, artist and poet. 

11:30 Musical Selection "Star Spangled Spectacular" The Navy 
Band. 
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11:34 

11:36 

11:38 

11:46 

11:49 

11:54 

11:56 

11:58 

The Master of Ceremonies intorduces the 
Administrator. 

The Administrator introduces the Dignitary 

The Dignitary speaks. 

Musical Selection, "Battle Hymn of the Republic" -
The Navy Band 

The MC will introduce the platform guests. 

Benediction, Chaplain Herbert Cleveland 

Retiring of the Colors. 

MG Hilbert will escort the Dignitary back into the 
rear of the Memorial Display Room. 

The platform guests retire to the display room. 

When the official party is ready MG Hilbert will 
escort the Dignitary down the display room steps 
onto the plaza and to his vehicle waitin_g at the 
original dismount point. An honor cordon will be 
~ositioned along the walk that leads up to the 
Dignitary's limousine. As the Dig!)itar,Y enters the 
cordon, the cordon will come to "PRESENT ARMS". 
The motorcade will d~art by way of Roosevelt Drive 
and Memorial Gate. The Dignitary's departure will 
end the ceremonies at the Amphitheater. 

-0-
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: l l / l O / 8 S ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY : ------

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: VETERNS DAY CEREMONY 

ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ V KRANOWITZ 

DUBERSTEIN □ V MASENG 

POWELL □ .. ,r RANGE 

WRIGHT-OMB □ □ RISQUE 

OGLESBY □ I -- RYAN 

CRIPPEN □ 
,.,,, 

SPRINKEL 

CULVAHOUSE □ ~ TUCK 

DAWSON □ ~r TUTTLE 

DONATELLI □ tt-- DOLAN 

FITZWATER □ ...... Cov· fflr ,:-, , • • __ ,!\ L 

HOBBS □ □ 

HOOLE 

REMARKS: 
The attached has been forwarded to the President. 

RESPONSE: 

ACTION FYI 

□ V 
□ ...... 
□ 

□ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ .. 
□ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

Rhett Dawson 
Ext. 2702 



'{-;:rudge/ ARD) 
November 10, 1988 
2:30 p.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: VETERANS Im.I t,~ij:R!El}1O~ 2: Lr9 
VIETNAM VETERANS 'MEMORIAL 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 1988 

Thank you, Jack Wheeler, and good morning. Before I begin, 

let me take a moment to congratulate the Vietnam Veterans 

Memorial Fund and the other distinguished guests without whom the 

construction and operation of this Memorial would not have been 

possible. Let me also say that America is grateful to the 

hundreds of Vietnam veterans who, when I asked them to join my 

Administration, did so and have served our Nation proudly. For 

your devotion to America, I salute you. 

We are gathered today, just as we have gathered before, to 

remember those who served, those who fought, those still missing, 

and those who gave their last full measure of devotion for our 

country. 

We are gathered at a monument on which the names of our 

fallen friends and loved ones are engraved, and with crosses 

instead of diamonds beside them, the names of those whose fate we 

do not yet know. One of those who fell wrote, shortly before his 

death, these words: "Take what they have left/and what they have 

taught you/with their dying/and keep it with your own./And ... 

take one moment to embrace/those gentle heroes/you left behind." 

Today, Veterans Day, as we do every year, we take that 

moment to embrace the gentle heroes of Vietnam and of all our 

wars. We remember those who were called upon to give all a 

person can give. And we remember those who were prepared to make 

that sacrifice, if it were demanded of them in the line of duty, 
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though it never was. Most of all we remember the devotion and 

gallantry with which all of them ennobled their Nation as they 

became champions of a noble cause. 

I am not speaking provocatively here. Unlike the other wars 

of this century, of course, there were deep divisions about the 

wisdom and rightness of the Vietnam War. Both sides spoke with 

honesty and fervor, and what more can we ask in our democracy? 

And yet, after more than a decade of desperate boat people, after 

the killing fields of Cambodia, after all that has happened in 

that unhappy part of the world, who can doubt that the cause for 

which our men fought was just? It was, after all, however 

imperfectly pursued, the cause of freedom, and they showed 

uncommon courage in its service. Perhaps at this late date we 

can all agree that we have learned one lesson -- that young 

Americans must never again be sent to fight and die unless we are 

prepared to let them win. 

But beyond that, we remember today that all our gentle 

heroes of Vietnam have given us a lesson in something more -- a 

lesson in living love. Yes, for all of them, those who came back 

and those who did not, their love for their families lives. 

Their love of their buddies on the battlefields and friends back 

home lives. Their love of their country lives. 

This memorial has become a monument to that living love. 

The thousands who come to see the names testify to a love that 

endures. The messages and mementos they leave speak with a 

whispering voice that passes gently through the surrounding trees 

and out across the breast of our peaceful Nation. A childhood 
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teddy bear; a photograph of the son or daughter -- born too late 

to know his or her father; a battle ribbon; a note: There are so 

many of these and all are testimony to our living love for them. 

And our Nation, itself, is testimony to the love our 

veterans have had for it and for us. Our liberties, our values, 

all for which America stands is safe today because brave men and 

women have been ready to face the fire at freedom's front. And 

we thank God for them. 

Yes, gentle heroes and living love and our memories of a 

time when we faced great divisions here at home: And yet if this 

place recalls all this -- both sweet and sad -- it also reminds 

us of a great and profound truth about our Nation, that from all 

our divisions we have always eventually emerged strengthened. 

Perhaps we are finding that new strength today, and, if so, much 

of it comes from the forgiveness and healing love that our 

Vietnam Veterans have shown. 

For too long a time, they stood in a chill wind, as if on a 

winter night's watch. And in that night, their deeds spoke to 

us, but we knew them not. Their voices called to us, but we 

heard them not. Yet in this land that God has blessed, the dawn 

always at last follows the dark, and now morning has come. The 

night is over. We see these men and know them once again -- and 

know how much we owe them, how much they have given us, how much 

we can never fully repay. And not just as individuals but as a 

Nation, we say we love you. 

These days, we show our love in many ways -- some of it by 

the Government. We now fly the POW-MIA Flag at this memorial on 
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Memorial Day, Veterans Day, and POW-MIA Recognition Day. This is 

a small gesture, but a significant one. America also keeps a 

vigil for those who have not yet returned. We have negotiated 

with the Vietnamese to bring our Nation's sons home and for the 

first time to have joint teams investigating remote areas of 

Vietnam that might shed light on the fate of those we list as 

missing. In Laos we have also begun a new round of surveys and 

excavations of crash sites. And we have told Hanoi that it must 

prove to the American people, through its cooperation, whether 

men are still being held against their will in Indochina. 

Otherwise we will assume some are, and we will do everything we 

can to find them. 

Here, at home, a new Department of Veterans Affairs and 

extended veterans benefits are merely outward and visible signs 

of an inward and invisible grace that has come to our land . 

. Vietnam service is once more universally recognized as a badge of 

pride. 

Four years ago, I noted that this healing had begun and that 

I hoped that before my days as Commander-in-Chief were over it 

would be completed. Well, now as I approach the end of my 

service and I see Vietnam veterans take their rightful place 

among America's heroes, it appears to me that we have healed, and 

- what can I say to our Vietnam veterans but, "Welcome home." 

Now before I go, as have so many others, Nancy and I wanted 

to leave a note at the wall, and if I may read it to you before 

doing it. 
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"Our young friends: Yes, young friends, for in our hearts 

you will always be young, full of the love that is youth, love of 

life, love of joy, love of country. You fought for your country 

and for its safety and for the freedom of others with strength 

and courage. We love you for it. We honor you. And we have 

faith that, as He does all His sacred children, the Lord will 

bless you and keep you, the Lord will make His face to shine upon 

you, and give you peace, now and forever more. 

Ronald and Nancy Reagan." 

Thank you all and God bless you. 
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News Release NOTE: Special assistance of 
the press is requested. The 
ceremony was originally an­
nounced for l p.m. It is now 

DIRECTO RS 

lohn P. Wheeler 111 . Esq. ' 
Cha,rman 

Robert H . Frank. CPA 

Ron ,1 ld F. Gibbs' 
George W . Mc1yo, Jr., Esq.• 
John C. Morrison , Esq.• 

John 0. Woods Jr .. P.E. • 
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President 
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COMMITTEE 

Arnold ., Red ., Auerbach 
Pearl Bai ly 
Marion S. Barry, Jr. 
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Distr ict oi Columbia 

Rocky Bleier • 

Ruben Bonilla 
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America n Citizens fLULAO 
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Carol Bu rnett 

Jose C,1 no 
-\mericJn C.f . Forum of rhe U.S. 

Rosalynn Carter 
The Hon. Ma, Cleland' 
The Hon. Baltasar Corrada 
Howard Cosell 

For immediate release 
Contact: 821-0702 (local 

783-821-0702 
D. C. ) to start at 11 a.m. Many vets 

and others travelling to the 
Memorial for the ceremony need 
to know the new 11 a.m. time. 

Veterans Day, 11 a.m., Friday, Nov. 11 

PRESIDENT REAGAN TO KEYNOTE CEREMONY 
AT VIETNAM VETERANS MEMORIAL 

WASHINGTON, D.C.-- President Reagan will be the 

keynote speaker for the Veterans Day ceremony at 11 

a.m., Fr i day, November 11, at the Memorial, located 

at 21st Street and Constitution Avenue, N.W. The First 

Lady will accompany the President. 

In announcing the President's participation, 
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John Wheeler, Chairman of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
Gen. Michael S. Davison, USA, Ret. • 
Fnrmer Commander-rn-Ch1e( 

Fund, said, "The President brought the Vietnam veterans U.S. Arm v, Europe 
The Hon. Gerald R. Ford 
and Mrs. Ford 
Philip Geyelin 
Barry Goldwater 
United S1a 1es Senator 

home in the emotional sense of according respect and ope n-
from Arizona 

Rev. TheodoreM Hesburgh. c,,. in9 the way for our continuing service to country. 
Un1ve;> rs11 v oi Noire Dame 

Bob Hope 
His 

Gen .Oav,dC. Jones.USAF(Ret1 ·means were heart, tone, and personal involvement. H 
Vernon E. Jord,1n , Jr . 
National Urban league 

Michael J. Kogutek 
Ameflcan Legion 

The Hon. George McGove rn 
The Hon . Robert P. Nimmo 

Nancy Reagan 

Carl T. Rowan 

Wil:ie Stargell 

Roger Staubach · 
Jimm y Stewart 
The Hon. Paul Thayer 
The Hon . Cyrus R. V.rnce 
Gen. John W. Vessey, Ir. · 
ChJ,rman . Joint Chiefs oi Staff 

The Hon . Harry N. Wal ters 
Administrator oi Vereran Affa1rs 
Veteran s Administration 

John W. Warner 
United Seate, Senaro r 
from Vir~in ia 

Charles S. Robb, who served in the Marines in Vietnam 

and recently served as governor of Virginia, and H.F. "Sparky" 

Gierke, who served in the Army in Vietnam and is national 

commander of the American Legion, will be speakers also~ 

The ceremony marks the sixth anniversary of the dedication 

of the Wall, which draws 5 million visitors a year. Over 30 
Gen . 'William C. Westmoreland . Rel . · 
Former Ch,ef oi Staff. U.S. Army 
The Hon JosephC.Zengerle ' million people have visited the Memorial, including 12 million 
· served in V ietnam 

Affilia tionsnotedior children. Visitors have brought 12,000 mementos, such as 
purposes ot idenlitication only. 

letters, medals, pictures, and a fallen soldier's boyhood 

Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund, Inc. 
1360 Beverly Road, Suite 300, McLean, VA 22 101 
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teddy bear. All items are saved by the National Park Service. 

Joining the President on the platform will be Vietnam 

veterans who have led in helping their fellow vets or who 

have served in the President's Administration. "We are thanking 

the President," Mr. Wheeler said, "and by our presence with 

him we are saying we will keep giving to our country." 

Master of Ceremonies will be Jan Scruggs, president of 

the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund. Army Lieutenant Colonel 

Leonard Lukacyewski, who was wounded in World War II and was 

a chaplain in the Vietnam War, will give the invocation. John 

Wheeler will introduce the President and Charles Robb. 

In his first public official act after his reelection, 

the President received the Memorial on behalf of the Uhited 

States in a ceremony at the site exactly four years ago, Nov. 

11, 1984. 

The Memorial Wall contains the names of 58,156 Americans 

who gave their lives or remain missing in action. It was built 

by the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund solely from private 

contributions. It was dedicated Nov. 13, 1982 and given to 

the United States Nov. 11, 1984. 

Under the Memorandum of Conveyance of the Memorial, the 

Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund performs a number of stewardship 

functions including adding and correcting names, funding major 

repairs, reviewing desiqn changes, and conducting Veterans Day 

and Memorial Day ceremonies. 

THERE WILL BE HANDICAPPED SEATING AND SIGNING 
FOR THE HEARING IMPAIRED 

##### 
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All items are saved by the National Park Service. 

Joining the President on the platform will be Vietnam 

t
erans who have led in helping their fellow vets or who 

11e 

served in the President's Administration. "We are thanking 
have 

the president," Mr. Wheeler said, "and by our presence with 

him we are saying we will keep giving to our country." 

Master of Ceremonies will be Jan Scruggs, president of 

the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund. Army Lieutenant Colonel 

Leonard Lukacyewski, who was wounded in World War II and was 

a chaplain in the Vietnam War, will give the invocation. John 

Wheeler will introduce the President and Charles Robb. 

In his first public official act after his reelection, 

the President received the Memorial on behalf. of the Uhited 

states in a ceremony at the site exactly four years ago, Nov. 

11, 1984. 

The Memorial Wall contains the names of 58,156 Americans 

who gave their lives or remain missing in action. It was built 

by the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund solely from private 

contributions. It was dedicated Nov. 13, 1982 and given to 

the United States Nov. 11, l984. 

Under the Memorandum of Conveyance of the Memorial, the 

Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund performs a number of stewardship 

functions including adding and correcting names, funding major 

repairs, reviewing desiqn changes, and conducting Veterans Day 

and Memorial Day ceremonies. 

THERE WILL BE HANDICAPPED SEATING AND SIGNING 
FOR THE HEARING IMPAIRED 
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John Wheeler 
(o) 821-0702 
(h) 527-5153 

e presidential legacies last decades, accumulating impact and over­

the heated issues of daily political life. 

Ther,e are foreign relations breakthroughs .like Nixon's rapprochement with 

. carter's peacemaking at Camp David, and Reagan's accords with Gorbachev. 
Cfllna, 

supreme Court appointments also endure. Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr., three times 

wounded in the Civil War, lived as a Justice into the Roosevelt years. 

One Reagan legacy is unique: he brought the Vietnam veterans home. The 

good impact will last well into the next century. 

He brought us home in the emotional sense of according respect and opening 

the door to continuing service to country. His means were heart, tone, and 

personal involvement. 

The alienation between returned soldiersand our country in 1980 was a huge 

wound, new in American life. The healing wrought since then was not inevitable 

and deserves telling. 

The story has three parts The first was in early 1981. The p~esident asked 

vets in his transition team what he could do. We suggested a program in which 

successful vets help their fellows who need a leg up. He approved, housing the 

initiative in the ACTION Agency,whose new head was Vietnam vet Tom Pauken. I 

organized the Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program in 50 cities. It ran first 

on federal funds and now is privately funded by the vets themselves. The mission 

is to get jobs and other aid for vets, by the leaders' example to defeat the false 

stereotype of the Vietnam vet as a loser or object of pity, and to build local 

cooperation among civic groups, government departments, and veterans service 

organizations. 

The writer, a Washington lawyer, was the Secretary of the Securities and Exchange 
Commission 1984-86 and wrote the book "Touched With Fire: The Future of the Vietnam 

Generation." 
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cooperation has cut the number of the most deeply hurting 

vets from 600,000 to 300,000, of the total of three million who served 

It also stimulates a flow of talented men who served in Vietnam to 

other ..: civic work .or longstanding veterans groups like the American Legion , Veterans 

of Foreign Wars, and Disabled American Veterans, as well as the newer Vietnam 

Veterans of America. 

An example is Mothers Against Drunk Driving, where Vietnam vets on the 

national board have since 1984 doubled the budget to $22 million a year, 

managed growth to 400 from 300 chapters,and coalesced the chapters into a unified 

force that is helping our country rear a generation of kids who do not drink and 

drive. 

Many of the VVLP's have evolved and merged with other organizations. A 

notable exception is the New York City VVLP, which is a leader in organizing 

services for vets with post traumatic stress. 

As the second part, if one event opened the door for reconciliation of 

America with her Vietnam vets, it was the dedication of the Vietnam Veterans 

Memorial on the Mall on November 13, 1982, the Welcome Home Parade that morning, 

and the reading of names at the National Cathedral during the days before. 

The President saved the Memorial. By early 1982 opponents of the design 

had led Interior Secretary James Watt to withhold our construction permit. As 

chairman of the Memorial Fund, I suddenly got notice that the White House 

wanted us to bring our architect's model ("Could you bring it by in 45 minutes?"). 

The permit issued and construction began. 

Much earlier, the First Lady had joined our advisory board. She boosted 

our fundraising and stood by us in the contention over the design. As First 

Lady of .California she met the wounded men coming back from Vietnam. She and 
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attended the reading of names at the Cathedral and arose 

predawn hours of November 11, 1984 in California, just after the November 

reelection, in order to fly to Washington, D.C. to accept the completed 

Memorial on behalf of the United States-- the President's first public official 

act after reelection. 

Thirty million people have visited the Memorial, five million a year, 

15,000 a day. 40% are kids 12 or under. Visitors have left 12,000 mementos: 

letters, pictures, medals, a teddy bear. It has spawned over 100 other major 

Vietnam memorials, including the California Vietnam Veterans Memorial to b e 

dedicated in Sacramento December 10. The Memorial appears in feature movies, 

television, and books and is represented by two travelling half-scale travelling 

Walls and two Smithsonian photo exhibits that crisscross the nation. Mementos 

from the Wall and travelling Walls are inventoried and preserved forever by 

the U.S. Park Service. State and other Vietnam memorial stewards are being urged 

to do the same with their mementos. 

Like a stone striking a pond, the Memorial radiates bands of healing . 

The flood of acceptance and memory made it possible to install a long-delayed 

Unknown Vietnam Soldier's Tomb at Arlington Cemetery. The President's spontaneous 

farewell and blessing at the interment is a national memory. 

The third part is Presidential appointments. In the preceding administration 

30 Vietnam veterans were appointed to senior government positions. By 1984 

President Reagan had appointed 300. He was tapping a strong source of idealism 

and commitment to country among the 30 million citizens in the babyboom--Vietnam-­

generation. 

These appointments accelerated the transformation of the public perception 

of Vietnam vets. In 1981 I knew men who kept Vietnam service off their resumes. 
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Vietnam service is a strong plus for men who are called to public office. 

The sea-changeis not confined to political party. In the 100th Congress just 

ended, there were six Vietnam vets in the Senate, over ~wice their stati,ticai share 

in the U.S. population: democrats Tom Daschle, Al Gore, Tom Harkin, and John 

Kerry and republicans John McCain and Larry Pressler,0he figure is now three 

times the statistical share, with the election on November- 8 of democrat(s) 

Bob Kerrey and Chuck Robb {and republican Pete DawkinsJ/ 

The most intimate and enduring impact of this legacy is on our kids. The 

children of every Vietnam vet now have a pride about their dad which could 

have been much longer delayed or even denied. They will carry in their lives 

an affirmation of the values of service to country. 

The heart of this story of legacy is crystallized in words that every 

vet feels when he sees a friend's name on the Wall: We will keep giving, just 

like you did, until we die. 

########## 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHI N GTON 

VIETNAM MEMORIAL CEREMONY 

DAI S LIST 
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Scruggs, Jan -- VVM-E- E~d 
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Woods, John -- Y:z~Erd 

(2 ) Republican Members of Congress 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

CONTACT SHEET 

EVENT: VETERANS DAY CEREMONIES AT ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEMETERY 
AND THE VIETMAN VETERANS MEMORIAL 

DATE: FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 1988 

Lead: 

Press: 

Trip Coordinator: 

USSS: 

WHCA: 

Project Officers: 

Public Liaison 

Tod Hauptley/Arlington 

ADVANCE STAFF 

Terry Baxter 
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Vietnam Memorial 
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Arlington 

Chad Ritchie 
Vietman Memorial 

Ashley Parker 

Skip Lacey 
Arlington 

Nick Trotta 
Vietnam Memorial 

Craig Taylor 
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Buster Miller 
Vietnam Memorial 

Mary Dewhirst/Vietnam Memorial 
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• 1. Time • THEME: Thank President for all he's done for Vietnam 
• 2. Military Band vets 

3. Display of Items left at the Memorial since 1982 (Ten especially 
moving items: letters, medals, notes, teddy bear, for example)-­
at Memorial Site. 

• 4. Presidential Seating-- 40 seats on grandstand. This includes 
vets in the Reagan Administratiori plus administration people 
key to building Memorial (e.g., Richard Darman, James Baker). 
John Wheeler will supply names to Secret Service w/SSAN and 
birthday. Coordinate with Kevin Kruke. f ' 

• S. VIP seating, near grandstand. Wheeler supply names to Secret \1 ·l1~ 

Service and birthdays. Coordinate with Kevin Kruke. ~ 

• 6. Banner for grandstand. (Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund-- Thank 
You,Mr. President!) 

7. When tell other speakers (Senator John Warner, former Virginia 
governor Charles Robb) 

• s. First Lady brings a letter she has written to be left at the 
Memorial. This will be preserved under museum conditions with 
all other items left at the Memorial. 

Her letter is read by her at the Event, prior to President's 
remarks. Her letter (on behalf of her and the President) is then 
put in the display with the other ten items, after first being 
symbolically carried to the MemorJal Wall by a Gold Star Mother. 

9. President's Remarks-~ Wheeler can provide facts and figures to 
speechwriters. 

10. First Lady's letter (on her and President's behalf)-- Wheeler can 
give facts, figures, suggestions to First Lady's speechwriters. 

11. Note: Wheeler was in 1980 campaign and transition; had three posts 
in Reagan Administration: organized and first director of the 
President's Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program, then Special 
Coun~el to Chairman of' the Securities and Exchange Commission, 
then appointed to be the Secretary of the Securities and Exchange 
Commission. 

12. Wheeler introduces President and First Lady when they arrive. 
He develops the theme that the Pr~sident led the way in bringing 
Vietnam Veterans home, and that there would be no Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial without President's and First Lady's help. He says Vietnam 
veterans have much to offer our country. (SUGGESTION: President 
can then drive home the theme that Vietnam vets have much to offer 
our country). \~ 

Time to tell press that President and First Lady are going to the __ 
Memorial. Vietnam Vets Memoiral Fund (Wheeler) can announce in (~ ~-
~o:: : that sets theme that President has led wa y in bringing ve. t~ _._) 

T-/heeler brief Edmund Morris (President's biographer) ~11 
Form letter thank-you's to those who helped build Memorial-- signed 
by President (Wheeler coord w/Kevin-- 2,r letter, Wheeler gives addrs!j 

16. Memorial Fund gives simple gifts to President and First Lady (statui, 
J~am~~ po~r, simple -~eart pin). 



DRAFT 

Scenario: Veterans Day Ceremony 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
Friday, November 11, 1988 

Presentation and Retiring of the Colors: Joint Services Color 
Guard 

Playing of the National Anthem Military Band 

WELCOME: Jan c. Scruggs 

INVOCATION: 

Remarks: 

President 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund 

Lt. Col. Leonard Lukacyeswki, U.S. Army 

H.F. •sparky• Gierke 
National Commander 
American Legion 

John Wheeler 
Chairman, Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund 

Hon. Charles S. Robb 
Former Governor of Virginia 

Hon. John W. Warner 
United States Senator of Virginia 

Laying of the Wreaths 

Jan C. Scruggs for the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund 

Ronald Wrye, Acting Regional Director, National Park Service 

Wreaths of Individuals and Organizations 

Closing Remarks: 

Taps 

Jan C. Scruggs 

XXX 



DIRE CTO RS 

John P. Wheeler 11 1, Esq.• 
Chairman 
Robert H. Frank, CPA 
Treasurer 
Ronald F. Gibbs' 
George W. Mayo, Jr. , Esq.• 
John C. Morrison, Esq.•, 

John 0 . Woods Jr., P.E. • 

STAFF 

Jan Craig ScruKSS • 
President 

NATIONAL SPONSORING 
COM MITTE E 

Arnold " Red" Auerbach 
Pearl Baily 
M.1rion S. 8c1rry, Jr. 
Mayor 
Districl o f Co lumbia 

Rocky BleiN ' 
Ruben Bonilla 
League of Unirc>d Latin 
American Cit izens (LULAC) 

The Hon . Ellsworth Bunker 
C,rol Burnell 
lose Cano 
1\mNic.1r1 C .I. Fornm o f th(• U.S. 

Rosalynn Carter 
The Hon . M,1x Cleland • 
The Hon. Bal1asar Corrada 
Howard Cosell .. 
Gen. Michael S. Davison, USA, ~et.• 
Former Commander-in.Chief, 
U.S. Army, Et,mpe 
The Hon . Gerald R. Ford 
and Mrs . Ford 
Philip Geyelin 
Barry Goldwater 
United States Senator 
from Arizona 

Rev. Theodore M. Hesburgh, C.S.C. 
University of Notre Dam<:• 

Bob Hope 
Gen. David C. Jones, USAF !Rel.) ' 

Vernon E. Jordan, Jr . 
Narional Urhan League 

Michael J. Kogutek 
American L<>gion 

The Hon. George McGovern 
The Hon. Robert P. Nimmo 
Nancy Reagan 
Carl T. Rowan 
Will ie Stargell 
Roger Staubach • 
Jimmy Stewart 
The Hon . Paul Thayer 

The Hon. Cyrus R. Va nce 

Gen. John W. Vessey, Jr.' 
Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Slaff 

The Hon. Harry N. Walters 
Adminis trator of Veteran Affairs 
VerN,1ns Adm in is tration 

John W. Warner 
United Stales Sl'nator 
from Virgini,1 

Gen. William C. Wes1morel,1 nd, Rel.• 
Former Chief ol Sra/1, U.S. Army 

The Hon . Joseph C. Zengerle' 

· served in Vietnam 

Affl liations noted for 
pu rposes of identification only. 

zy' 

Phone 821-0702 

November 3, 1988 

For Jim Manning 

Dear Jim, 

For this Friday November 11, we have 
invited the President and First Lady to 
come to the Vietnam Veterans Memorial. 

The theme is that the President opened 
the door that brought the Vietnam vets home. 
We want to say thank you. 

The First Lady also is a person we want 
to thank. She helped us raise funds for buliding 
the Memorial on the Mall, and she stood by us 
in the controversy about whether the design 
would be one AmericansLike. She met wounded 
guys coming home from Vietnam, as First Lady 
of California . 

The President and Mrs. Reagan have left 
a very positive legacy for the guys who came 
back from Vietnam. Few Americans know it, so 
we want to say thanks. 

********* 

I did suggest this to the West Wing-- maybe 
it'll be approved and you'll want to look at it: 
that the First Lady write a letter to be left 
at the Memorial, for her and the President. It 
could be~in her own hand, even. 

1. 
2. 

Americans leave ite~s at the Wall . 
Each item is saved in museum conditions, 

CO RPO RATE ADVISORY 
BOARD 

August A. Busch, Il l 
Chairman and Presidt•nt 
Anheuser-Busch Comp«nies, Inc. 

Wayne M. Hoffman 
Chairman and Chief Execut ive Off,, 

, Tiger fnlernational 
John G. McElwee 
Prl'sid«mt 
John l-lancock Mu/u.i/ 
LifP ln su r,, nn• Comp.m y 
J. Richard Munro 
Preside111 
Time, Inc. 
Edmund T. Prall , Jr. 
Clrnirm,ln of 1hr. Hoard 
Pfizer, Inc. 
Lloyd N. Un sell 
Executive Vice Prr>sidenr 
lndepenrlenl Pciro/ct,m 
Association of Americ.i 

T. A. Wilson 
Chairmt1n and Chief bt>cu tiv<' Ofl t, 
HocinJ,l Cnmp,in y 

3. 
4. 
5. 

by the Park Service~ (CBS is doing a piece on this). 
We'il have a small display of these Nov 11. 

6. 

Many letters are left. They are moving. 
First Lady could read her letter. President 
makes speech-- First Lady reading a brief letter 
won't upstage him. They appear as a couple. 
Letter is then carried to Wall by Gold Star Mom, 
then put in the display. 

Vi etnam Veterans M emorial Fund, Inc. 
1360 Beverly Road, Su ite 300, Mclean, VA 22 101 
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NEWS RELEASE u.s. department of the interior 

national park service 
Veterans Day, 1 p.m., Nov. 11 
SEN. JOHN WARNER TO KEYNOTE 
VIETNAM MEMORIAL OBSERVANCE For immediate release 

Contact: 485-9664 

WASHINGTON, D.C.--Senator John w. Warner of Virginia, a key 

figure in the establishment of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial, is 

scheduled to be the keynote speaker for Veterans Day observances 

at 1 p.m., Friday, November 11, at the Memorial, located at 21st 

Street and Constitution Avenue N.W. 

The program, sponsored by the National Park Service and the 

Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund, Inc., marks the sixth anniversary 

of the dedication of the wall which continues to draw more than 4 

million visitors every year. 

Other speakers include former Virginia governor Charles s. 

Robb, who served in the U.S. Marine Corps in Vietnam during the 

war, and national commander of the American Legion H.F. "Sparky" 

Gierke, who served in Vietnam in the U.S. Army Judge Advocates 

General Corps. 

U.S. Army Lieutenant Colonel Leonard Lukacyewski, who was an 

Army engineer when he was wounded in World War II and then served 

as a chaplain in Vietnam during the war, is scheduled to give the 

invocation. He is also a Catholic priest and one of only six 

active duty chaplains with continuous service since World War II. 

-more-

National Capital Region Washington. D.C. (202) 485-9666 



VIETNAM VETERANS DAY ... p.2 

The program will begin with posting of the colors by the 

joint services color guard of the Military District of 

Washington. Presiding over the ceremonies will be Jan C. 

Scruggs, president of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund (VVMF), 

the organization that raised money to build the memorial. John 

Wheeler, chairman of the board of the VVMF, will also give 

remarks. 

Following the remarks, the wreaths of the National Park 

Service and VVMF will be presented. Acting National Capital 

Regional Director Ronald Wrye will lay the wreath of the National 

Park Service. Officials and representatives of veterans groups 

and other patriotic organizations will then be invited to lay 

wreaths at the wall in remembrance of those who gave their lives 

in Vietnam or remain missing. 

The Vietnam Veterans Memorial contains the permanent 

inscription on polished black granite walls of 58,156 names of 

those who died or remain listed as missing-in-action during the 

Vietnam War between the years 1959 and 1975. This total includes 

24 names which were added to the memorial last year in time for 

Veterans Day. No new names have been engraved this year. 

The memorial was built with $7 million in private sector 

funds, and was dedicated Nov. 13, 1982. 

-nps-

103-88 October 27, 1988 
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