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In his book, The Bridges At Toko-Ri, novelist James Michener ws
wrote movingly of the heroes of the Korean conflict --
becuase of the nature of the twilight war in which thye were
heroes for whom there would be no weXblaring bands arg® or
great parades taezweiceomezthemzhomezz beceuse to welcome them
home .
s w4 o
There is a final scene in t 00 ‘when_aﬂ%itétt'admiral
: /b(“im )
stands ®rxkREX | darekend bridge of-amaireraft qg;z%gfaygi;;ng
from their attack on the bridges at Tok-R
for the pilots he kows will eve never return home....
"ITmthast last he breaks the silence of hat
vigil, and asks in the adrkness, "where do we get
such men,, they leave this ship a tiny pseck in the
G I ) Y (/NSEVN
ociean return....where do we get such men..."
Almost a genration later, in an&ghﬁ-halfway twilight
war, I found myslef asking my wife that same question§ after
I had—seen+twe TMEnNn embarce seeing two men meet in our —
home, hear each other's name and thow their arms around each they
--thye were the clssest of riend, knew every detail of each
other's life but they were secch each otther face to face for the fir
im the ri lvie inour home . Thgeir firendship haveen build up over th
years, tapping in code on the wlal that divided their olitary
confement.
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Wh er prisoners of war WM B
We were like many Amricans when our prisoners of war came home.
What would see when the plane door opened at Clark
Field 1in the Phillipipine. Some of tse men had been imprisoned
and torutured for by savage captors for years. The door opened

and we had our andser Admiral Jermiah Denton came down the

ramp,.sglpteq the opyr coutnyy's fal, thanked us for biring them home
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not long ago the simple phrase -- in war there is
no sbhusitute for victory.
le* us never seek war -- the first repsonsilbity of
th any national leader -- is peace -
but if we are forced to defend ourselves let us rezlise that
we must do so whelhertedly we owe that much to lthose we ask to figh
and die for us.
much from things we do not fully see --
another war long ago in that book Michener and at the
nd he said Wehre do we get such men , where do we get cuh
-men.
I want you to now that a nation still ask gratefully
with Michenr's admirely grteful wonderlingly, where do we get such
where do we get such men?
wars fought at distnace, on the enrmy tersm, hobbled by

our our questions desious own dsire to refuse to face

the nature of the struggle we are in -- not none o fthis is
possible.
yours was the place of hono r--- from a thousand

from the shops from the villages, from sall farms outside
a town in

during the lection, i spoke of those who said our heories
aere during hte inaugural is psoiek
were gone and yet I saw them these heroes in my own
linin room t and thre words -- Godl Bless America.

someoday in Saigon a memori I believe that fredom
willreturn someday to Southeast asia and a grateful people

in the ity known again as Saigon there will be a memorial tothe



— "3y sergeatn “7irm our

Today we yrave man in doing su nourou
all those brave men who gave so ;willingly of themselves
in Vietnam.

I know Sergerat because of the unselfish person you
are you frequently think of those men you reve nnt =hle
to bring out that day at Loc Ninth-- perhpas you nave even
thought about ther g.

-- and all oof those who nver returned f~~-m Vietnam.
For those men who fought in Vietnam > those who

never rturned I would ask now for a moment of silence.

"They shall mmkx grow not old
as we that are left grow old
age shall not weary them

nor the years condemn

in the glory of their yout'

we will remember them












Today we are in the presence of one such American brouc p
on a farm just outsdie of Cureo in DeWi unty Texas -- a man
of selflessness, of gallantry and valo:

Sergeant Benavitez, on May 2, 1968 in the dense jungle
west of Loc Ninth Vietnam, you repeatedly risked your own life to
save the lives of at least eight other soldiers. On that ¥®mx=
day, you learned of a failed attempt to rescue a group of badly
wounded soldiers who were pinned down under murderous enemy fire.
You quickly volunteerc lead another rescue attmept and while directing
this opera‘ n, you repeatedly exposed yourself to withering small
arms fire, engaged in hand to hand combat, lled a number of Xmrzm
enemy soldiers and sustianed more than nine severe wounds.
Despite the ~r~-» g#rxxrgxkkx of a helicopter during this second
rescue atten, . , it as you had gotten all the wounded a 1d-—
and despite the severity of your wounds, you cc ued your
struggle t wurvivie and you reinstilled in your badly hurt
comrades a will t 'ight and survive. Only after a final helicopter
rescue and only after you had secured classified documents and gotten
all the wounded to safety, did you permit yourself to be
flown out of the combat area.
Those are ths simple facts of your heroism. It
n valor, one you have written yoursel

acted above and beyond the call of duty.

"where there is a brave man,: Thoreau once said, "there
is the thickest ~ ° fight, ther~ *+*»~ =7~~~ 5f honr."
Yours = _ _lace of hor t == and their

families whose lives you saved that day near Loc Ninth are
grateful to ntier nation

is grateful iis hall of heroes.






