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‘ AGENDA l



AGENDA _ -
WORKING GROUP ON JUDICIAL APPOINTMENTS
Thursday, January 27, 1983
5:00 p.m,
ROOSEVELT ROOM - THE WHITE HOUSE

I. CANDIDATES FOR U.S,'DISTRICT COURT 4} bﬂj/‘
,%/

vA. Hector M. Laffitte: District of Puerto Rico

II. CANDIDATES IN  "HOLD" STATUS

Vﬂ: - 7th Circuit Court of Appeals
B, USDJ/New Mexico: Conway
th‘ USDJ/Eastern District of New York: Wexler

i ) 8 DISCUSSION OF SPECIAL PROBLEMS
A. Nominations returned by the Senate
vf; Sherman Unger: U.S. Coﬁrt of Appeals for the Federal
Circuit i :
Jf. Charles Perenick, Sr.: U.S. Marshal for Massachusetts
3. Rufus Campbell: U.S. Marshal, E.D. Louisiana
B. District Courts
Jf. Eastern District of Pennsylvania
C. Claims Court Judges
vI. sStatus of Nominations
D. U.S, Attorneys
Vf: Eastern District of Pennsylvania
E. U.S. Marshals
vf: Western District of Washington
IV. TARGETED VACANCIES
A. Courts of Appeal
v1. 4th Circuit Court of Appeals

2. 5th Circuit Court of Appeals
. B8th Circuit Court of Appeals

B. District Courts

Vi Connecticut .
vé{ District of Columbia
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

Candidate for Discussion

District of Puerto Rico

Candidates not Selected

District of Puertc Rico

Hector M. Laffitte

Roberto L. Cordova



‘ USDJ-P.R. LAFFITTE




U.S. Department of Justice
Office of Legal Policy

Assistant Attorney General Washington, D.C. 20530

MEMORANDUM FOR: William French Smith
Attorney General

THRU : Edward C. Schmults
Deputy Attorney Gen 1

FROM: Jonathan C. Rosigae :
Assistant Attornfy General

SUBJECT : Judicial Vacancy - District

of Puerto Rico

Vacancy Duration: Since September 8, 1982

Nominee: Hector M. Laffitte

Age: 48

Law School Degrees: University of Puerto Rico, LL.B., 1958

Georgetown University, LL.M. 1960

Legal Experience: Since 1970, Mr. Laffitte has been a
partner in the law firm of Laffitte &
Dominguez. Prior to that, he was in
private practice with Nachman,
Feldstein, Laffitte & Smith, 1966-1969;
as a sole practitioner, 1965-1966; and
with Hartzell, Fernandez & Novas,

1959-1964.
Senate Sponsor: Not applicable
Selection Method: Former Governor Ferre, being familiar

with the legal community of Puerto Rico,
recommended Mr. Laffitte as well
qualified for appointment to this

position.
Potential Problems: None apparent
Recommendation: I recommend we begin the pre-nomination

process.
APPROVAL: _/ /ﬁ‘f/

DISAPPROVAL: DATE: I/I?/Fé
1 I




T/ ) U LAW OFFICES hi'
/’/ LAFFITTE ‘&« DOMINGUEZ
' .'/ .
/ TELEPHONE 753-7910
pd CHASE MANHATTAN BANK BLDG.

»

SUITE 11t

HATO REY, PUERTO RICO OO918

HECTOR M. LAFFITTE
DANIEL R.DOMINGUEZ

ETIENNE TOTTI DEL VALLE
GISELLE LOPEZ-BAJANDAS
ENRIQUE M. BRAY

MARIA ISABEL GARCIA-VAZQUEZ

Date and place
of birth:

Civil status:

Office address:

Boma address

Education:

Admitted to
practice:

vy

P. O. BOX 1732

HATO REY, P. R. 00919

June 30, 1981

"HECTOR M. LAFFITTE
PERSONAL DATA

April 13, 1934
Ponce, Puerto Rico

Mérried, five children,
ages 22, 21, 17, 14, 13,

Suite 1111 Chase Manhattan
Bank Building
Hato Rey, Puerto Rico 00918

‘Telephone (809) 753-7910

434 San Leandro St.

Urb. Sagrado Corazén '
Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico 00926
Telephone (809) 755-3945

B.A., 1955, Interamerican
University

LL, B., 1958, University of Puerto Ricd
LL. M., 1960, Georgetown University
Supreﬁe Cburt of Puerto Rico,

1959

United States District Court for the

‘District of Puerto Rico, 1959

U.S. Court of Appeals for the First
Circuit, 1959

U.S. Court of Military Appeals, 1960

United States Supreme Court, 1976

i
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Ty : . LAFFITTE: & DOMINGUEZ °
-2~
Professional ; Law Flrm Hartzell Fernéndez & Novas
Experience: 1959-64 .
Law Offices Héctor M. Laffitte,
1965-66
Nachman, Feldsteln Laffltte & Smlth
1966-69
Laffitte & Dominguez,
'since 1970
Professional e .
Associations: ~~ Puerto Rico Bar Association
| American Bar Association
Federal Bar Association
Member, National Panel of_Arbitrafors,
American Arbitration Association
Member, Executive Committee, Association
of Labor Relations Practitioners
General: Member, Civil Rights Commission of the

Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, 1969-72

Member, Advisory Committee for the V. I.
Government concerning Rules and Regulations
governing practice before the V.I,
Department of Labor, 1969

Special Counsel on Labor Law, Housé of
Representatives of the Legislature of the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, 1969-71

Member of the Governor's Adv1sory Council
on Judicial Appointments, since 1977

Member of the Governor's Afvisory Commlttee )
on Labor Policy, 1981

T T e e A s e x e n -



CANDIDATES NOT SELEC _H_m“




“ADDRESS:

- TELEPHONES:

_P.0. Box-S5-2152

RESUME

NAME: ROBERTO L. CORDOVA
AGE : 44 years
QCCUPATION: Attorney-at-law (partner of the law firm BROWN,

NEWSOM & CORDOVA of San Juan, Puerto Rico.)
& = ' 2

2

014 ‘San Juan, Puerto Rico 00903

- (809) 724-8282 (office)

(809) 789-3865 (residence)

PERSONAL HISTORY:

Born and reared in San Juan, Puerto Rico and
educated in English language schools, he graduated
from San José High School, Rio Piedras, Puerto

Rico. He is completely bilingual.

~Although offered a bonus to play professional

baseball with the Boston Red Sox, he elected to
continue his studies, majoring in history and
politiéal scigﬁce'at the University of Tulsa,
after a yeér at the University of Dayton;

Shortly before beginning his first year at the
University of_Tulsa Law School, he married Lofetta
Phelps of Tulsa. Throughout his 1;w school years
he was in the top third of his class, while work-

ing at the Law School library and supporting his

family.

Upon graduation he returned to Puerto Rico where he

has practiced law until this date.
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He’has.four children - three boys studying at uni-
versities in the mainland.U.S. and one girl in’higﬁ
school. His Wifé,.a graduate of the University of
, Tulsa,.has held a variety.of consultant jobs in
government, and most recently served as an aide to
the -Governor of Puerto Rico.

Born of a cpﬁtinental'American mother and Puerto
Riéan fathex; Mx. Cérdoﬁa comes from a family tra-
ditionally active in public"serviée. His grand-
fathér was long-time Pherto'Rico Resident Commis—
sioner in Washington, D.C., and then Puerto Rico
Sppreme Court Justice; his uncle was the Puerto Rico
Resident Commissioner in Washington, D.C., 1968-
1972; his father was president of the governing
board of the University of Puerto Ricg.

Amohg his civic activities: volhnteerlcoach in
cbﬁﬁﬁﬂity féotbailvand baéebail tédms, volunteer
legal defense for the poor, elected alternate dele-
gate to the 1968 Republican Presidential Convention.
He has also served as a member of thé Puerto Rico

Boy Scouts of America Board of Directors. Physically
vigbrous,_Mr; Cdérdova enjoys running, tennis, and
sailing.

He is an active member of San Ignacio parish in

Santa Maria, Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico.




WORK AND PREFESSIONAL " o
EXPERIENCE: l953—$ummer - Re—write,'lay—out man at ﬁl Mundo
-newspapeg.« ' _ |
1954/56 1958/59 - Summers - Operation,.ﬁeservatién
~and Counter Clerk at Caribair Aérlines,. |
1956-1957 - Travel ggent - Puerto Rico Tours.
1959-1960 - Assistant Librarian (part-time)
Univeréityjof Tulsa Law School library.
1960-1961 " Summers - Law Clefk, Brown, Newsom
& Codrdova.:
l962—l964v— Associate attorney, Brown, Newsom
& Cdrdova.
1964-1967 - Associate attorney, Fiddler; Gonzdlez
& Rodriguez. |
1967-1969 - Private practiée of law, principally
litigation.
l969—pfesent s Partner, Brown; Newsom & Cordova.
A member'of the Puerto Rico Bar and American Bar
Associations, he has been practicing law since
1962, and has been a full partner in BROWX, MNEWSOM
& CORDOVA since 1969.
BROWN, NEWSOM & CORDOVA is one of the @etter known
firms in San Juan, Puérto ﬁico, and is principally
involved in corporate practice, commercial, adminis-—
trative, and banking law. Among other major clients,
it represents The Royal Bank of Canada, Scotiabank de
Puerto Rico, Banco de San Juan, various large pharma-

ceutical companies, W. R. Grace, and many other

TG
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INCOME:

=l
private corporations. s
Mr. Cbébrdova has had ample experienoe in banking,
litigation, and administrati&e laﬁ; as wellAas in
general corporate practice eﬁd commercial law; He-.
hes worked extensively with government ageocies,

representing both private enterprise and government,

”aéféﬁaAht éhd'oiaintiff{' He has represented large

distributors who were 1nvestlgated and prosecuted

civilly and crlmlnally by the Anti=- Monopollstlc
Division of the Department of Justice of the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico) entailing apbearances before
the Justice Deoartment and Committees of the P.R.
House and Senate, .Mr, Cérdova recently represented
The Puerto Rico Department of Education in a:
lengthy civil rights case before the U.S. District
Court and the First Circuit Court of Appeals. He
annually attends at least one orofessional seminar
sponsored by the American Bar Association or Public
Law Instltute, and he attended, by 1nv1tatlon, the
1981 Judicial Conference of the U\S. Fixrst Cilreuit

Court.

His present income is approximately $95,000.00
yearly (exclusively from the practice of law)

plus generous fringe benefits.



PROFESSIONAL

AND PERSONAL

REFERENCES :

PARTICULAR

SKILLS:

Hon. Luis A. Ferré
Senate Majority Leader
Puerto Rico Senate

San Juan, Puerto Rico

Hon. Hernan Padllla

Mavor of San Juan’

San Juan, Puerto,Rlco

Hon. Hernén Pesquera

S, Pastryct Court €hier Justlca
U. S ibistrigt  Court

San Juan, Puerto Rico

Hon. Juan Torruella
U.S.obistrict Court: Justice
U.S. District Court

San Juan, Puerto Rico

Hon. Carlos Déavila :
Supreme Court Justice
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico

Rev. Nicholas Connally, S.J.
San Ignacio Parish

Urb. Santa Maria

Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico

Charles Paddack, M,D.
Georgetown University

- Washington, D.C.

Ability in administration and litigation,
Fluent English and Spanish.

The.ability to think creatively.

The ability to communicate with others in a frank,

open fashion.
















































