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FLIGHT FROM SURINAME-­

REFUGEES IN FRENCH GUIANA 

February 1987 

This report was written for the U.S. committee for Refugees by senior 

consultant Joseph cerquone. • cerquone visited French Guiana in January and 

February, 1987. Much of the information in this report is based on interviews 

with refugees and officials during that trip. The Surinamese consul in French 

Guiana declined to be interviewed. In some cases, the identities of sources 

are concealed for their protection. 



During recent months, thousands of Maroon refugees have fled Suriname. 
Ma Atema is one of them. She sits in a refugee camp that is in French Guiana, 
South America, and across the Maroni River from her country. 

Ma Atema hunches over in agony for a very specific reason--last November, 
she cries, Surinamese government forces massacred 16 of her extended family. 
Virtually all were women and children. Three of the dead were pregnant. 

The elderly Ma Atema keeps a list of the victims' names and ages for 
strangers to read, and it is a painful accounting. Distraught over her loss, 
Ma Atema simply wails after awhile, and lets Da Agwe, her son-in-law, talk 
about the massacre. Da Agwe, who lost his wife in the attack, begins by 
sketching in French Guiana's soil a drawing of the massacre site. 

As horrible as it is, the plight of Ma Atema and her family is shared by 

many. By conservative estimates, 5,000 Ma~oons--a people sometimes loosely 

referred to as •bush Negroes•--have sought refuge in French Guiana. Their 

flight there constitutes a new and rapidly developing refugee situation in the 

Western Hemisphere. 

Approximately one-half of the Maroons are in four camps near St. Laurent, 

a French Guianese border town, while the remainder stay with relatives and 

friends in the same area. 

Officially, these people have fled civil war in neighboring Suriname. 

Yet, several sources contend that the refugees themselves are targets of 

Surinamese government perse~ution. Such charges are bolstered by accounts of 

mass killings, individual murders, military attacks on civilians, detention, 

disruption of food supplies, and various other forms of deprivation and 

harassment. 
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Despite its relative isolation, French Guiana plays a role in the world 

community as a part of France. So far, it has been humane toward the Maroons, 

though it regards their presence as an internal matter, not warranting 

substantial iniernational involvement. 

But pressure is building for change. Maroon refugees already make up at 

least seven percent of French Guiana's population, and more are expected. 

Nationally, they are linked to security concerns. France has a large aerospace 

center in French Guiana at Kourou, and authorities don't want to risk it by 

having poor relations with Suriname. At the same time, local officials worry 

over the refugees' impact on their communities. Perhaps in part a result of 

these pressures, talks about repatriating the refugees have already been held, 

even though conditions in Suriname are extremely uncertain. 

Who are the Maroons? They are descendants of African slaves who were 

brought to the New world to work the plantations of Suriname, formerly nucch 

Guiana. The Maroons' ancestors, however, rebelled against their enslavement 

beginning in 1651. They fled into the jungle and developed a unique 

Afro-American culture with its own political system. Also, they used the 

jungles as a base in their successful guerrilla war for freedom. In 1760, 

Maroons signed the Treaty of ouca with the plantation owners of coastal 

Suriname, and became the first people in the ~ew World to achieve in~ependence. 

Approximately 50,000 Maroons live in Suriname, most in remote central and 

eastern parts of the country, though a significant number are in Paramaribo, 

the capital. The isolation that the Maroons originally sought in the interest 
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of self-preservation has had a profound impact on their culture. over the 

years, they have visited and communicated with the •outside,• but only on 

their terms. Meanwhile, outsiders' contact with Maroons and visits to their 

territories have been minimal. 

Some 2,000 Aluku, one of six groups of Maroons, settled long ago in 

western French Guiana. commonly referred to as Boni, the Aluku are, as are all 

French Guianese, citizens of France. Prior to the outbreak of civil war in 

Suriname last July, there was constant contact between Maroons on both sides 

of the Maroni, the river which divides Suriname and French Guiana. 

The events which have led up to the current warfare have unfolded 

slowly. The Netherlands granted independence to Suriname in 1975, and for five 

years the fledging nation functioned as a parliamentary democracy. However, 

the government fell to a military coup in 1980. The new leaders dissolved 

Parliament and suspended the nati~nal constitution, saying they wanted to 

diminish the importance of ethnicity in politics. Suriname has a diverse 

population of 400,000,. primarily Hindustani and Creole. 

Lt. col. Desire Bouterse, the current ruler of Suriname, soon rose to 

power promising surinamers better lives. But Bouterse's government quickly 

degenerated. In December 1982, amidst mounting public ·pressure for a return to 

civilian rule, 15 opposition leaders were tortured and executed without trail 

while they were in government custody. 

As a result, the Surinamese government •left the impression that those 

who violate essential rights, more importantly, the right to life, enjoy 

impunity,• according to the Organization of American States (OAS) 

Inter-American commission on Human Rights. 
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Because of the slayings, the Netherlands, the United States, and other 

countries cut crucial foreign assistance to Suriname. The suspensions have 

severely hurt; nonetheless, Suriname has not reformed its policies and 

practices on human rights. • ... the Surinamese government has [failed] to 

respect fundamental individual human rights, most notably, the right to life, 

free speech, due process, humane treatment and the ... right of people to choose 

their own leaders ... ,• the OAS human rights commission concluded in July 1985. ­

In its most recent human rights report, issued in February 1987, the u.s. 

state Department .noted that •the human rights situation in Suriname 

deteriorated _seriously in mid-1986, particularly in the areas of suspected 

killings, disappearance, arbitrary arrest, and detention.• Furthermore, the 

State .Department said that Maroons are •victims of most human rights 

violations .... • 

so far, the current civil war has been the most serious challenge to 

Bouterse's rule. several sources say it began as a personal dispute between 

Bouterse and 24-year-old Ronny Brunswijk, a former army sergeant and a Djuka 

Maroon [many refugees are Djukas, a tribe from the regions of the cottica and 

Tapanahony Rivers in Suriname]. Yet, it quickly became a series of strikes by 

Brunswijk's small, poorly equipped guerrilla army and recaliatory attacks by 

larger and better-armed government forces. Fighting was fierce in late 

November and early December; virtually all of it has occurred in Maroon areas 

of the country. 

Although the war may be a minor affair by international standards--the 

Surinamese military, though it dwarfs the rebel forces, is relatively small 

--injuries, deaths, and deprivation have resulted. Many innocents have been 

displaced by fighting or have left their villages for shanty towns in 
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Paramaribo after being told by the government to clear parts of eastern 

Suriname. Albina, a key trading center for Maroons near the mouth of the 

Maroni River has.been destroyed, and Sto~lmanseiland, the site of the only 

hospital on Suriname's eastern border south of Albina has been bombed. Other 

villages have also been flattened by air bombardment. For their part, the 

rebels have taken up hit-and-run tactics against key economic targets. 

Disturbingly, several sources allege that the Surinamese government is 

not merely seeking to crush the rebels, but that it is committing genocide 

against the Maroons. Though the Maroons have enjoyed treaty rights which allow 

them political, religious, and culcural freedoms, the current government 

imposed •people's committees• on traditional village political units. 

Furthermore, culcural tensions between Maroons and Creoles are well-known, and 

they have been exacerbated by the Maroon-led civil war. Bouterse, himself a 

creole, is described as regarding all Maroons as rebel sympathizers and 

abettors. 

•Many [Maroons] told me about terrible radio broadcasts ... made by 

Bouterse,• noted Janina Rubinowitz, a researcher, educator, and artist, who 

has been visiting Suriname for 20 years. She returned from there most recently 

in January and reported on her findings. 

Rubinowitz said Maroons told her that Bouterse made many cultural slurs 

against them. •[He] shamed all Maroons ... ,• she reported being told, •he 

threatened to 'kill all of you' and to 'find your planting grounds and bomb 

them.•• 

Refugees in French Guiana told USCR that they had either survived or 

knew of at least two massacres of Maroons in Suriname. Ma Atema and her 
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son-in-law, Da Agwe, said their family members were murdered November 19 off a 

road between the towns of Moengo and Albina, about 127 kilometers from 

Paramaribo. 

According to them, the attack was unprovoked, though they indicated their 

families were probably suspected of being rebel supporters, or even close to 

Brunswijk himself, since the slaughter happened near the insurgent leader's 

native village. Actually, these Maroons were migrants from the Tapanahony 

River region who had moved north because a daughter had married and settled 

there. 

The refugees explained that on the day of the killings, soldiers 

appeared, rounded up women and children, and then took them away to another 

part of the jungle to be shot. Da Agwe said he couldn't find the bodies until 

weeks later. 

•They had been eaten by vultures,• he recalled. 

A second massacre reportedly happened November 29. survivors said 15 

Maroons died, including an infant, and that the killers appeared to be 

non-Surinamese. 

Press speculation has raised the possibility that Libyans in Suriname may 

have committed the killings. Libya opened a diplomatic mission in Paramaribo 

two years ago. 

•rt has been confirmed ... that Libyan advisors are in Suriname,• the Dutch 

newspaper De volksrant said last December. Reportedly, two unidentified 

Surinamese businessmen had given the location of some 200 Libyan •terrorism 

experts• to Dutch media. 

The massacre reports warrant further investigation and analysis by 



French naval vessel on the Maroni River outside St. Laurent. French Guiana 
has strengthened its military presence along the river in recent months. 
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independent parties to resolve the questions that remain--escimates of the 

number of such attacks and the deaths they have caused vary widely, for 

example. But there is no doubt that civilians were brutally killed. Dutch 

newspapers have published pictures of slain Maroons, while governments and 

organizations including the Netherlands, the United States, and the UN have 

condemned and publicized accounts of massacres. In its human rights report, 

the State Department said that killings have occurred in Paramaribo as well as 

in the ~ush, and ic added that conservative estimates put the minimum total 

number of civilian dead from -Surinamese military sweeps in December at 244. 

So far, explanation of the deaths has been less than satisfactory. Noting 

that civilians were warned to leave war zones, Suriname contends that such 

killings should be expected in a civil war. 

•The death of innocents is a logical consequence of combat,• M. Henk 

Heidweller, a high-ranking Surinamese official, said in a newspaper interview. 

civil Unrest in suriname--The Fffect on Other Nations 

French Guiani, the land in which massacre survivors and others have 

sought asylum, has a population of approximately 75,000. Though it is about 

the size of Indiana, it is also mostly wilderness, and people are confined by 

geography to living along the Atlantic coast; nearly half of the populacion is 

in cayenne, the capital. 

Ethnically, the country is extremely diverse. By one estimate, 85 

different nationalities and 150 ethnic groups are found in French Guiana. 

Africans, creoles, Europeans, East Asians, Chinese, and Amerindians are 

greatest in number, along with illegal immigrants from Haiti and Brazil. 

Census figures, however, are unreliable; the U.S. consulate in Martinique, 



Refugee children at play in a refugee camp at St. Laurent. 
of the refugees in French Guiana are school-age children. 
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which oversees American interests in French Guiana, says that a large number 

of Haitians and other immigrants may be under-reported. Other sources contend 

that Haitians .are the largest single group in the country. 

Once, foreign labor was welcomed for employment in menial jobs, 

especially during the construction of the French aerospace center at Kourou, a 

coastal city less than 100 kilometers northwest of Cayenne. However, such work 

is scarce now; overall, there is little industry in French Guiana, and the 

government employs much of the work force. Two years ago, the u.s. consulate 

put unemployment at 15.3 percent, though it said a black market in labor makes 

that figure •problematical.• 

Meanwhile, tightening French immigration policies, as well as the 

Surinamese civil war, have prompted French Guiana to screen those within its 

borders. Authorities reportedly make immigration and security checks on the 

one bus which travels daily between St. Laurent and cayenn~. 

Relations between the two countries have been strained. Suriname accused 

French Guiana of preparing an invasion after the latter strengthened its 

military presence along the Maroni. Widely disregarded as propaganda, the 

charge was formally denied. Suriname, too, is surely aggravated by reports of 

Brunswijk being seen visiting French Guiana's refugee ·camps, as well as 

cayenne. 

Contact between Suriname and the Netherlands, which was already uneasy, 

has also been severely tested. rn December, former Surinamese Foreign Minister 

Henk Herrenberg charged the Netherlands with permitting the recruitment of 

anti-government mercenaries among its substantial--one press report says more 

than 180,000--Surinamese community. consequently, and at the suggestion of the 

Surinamese government, the Dutch withdrew their ambassador from Paramaribo, 
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though diplomatic relations still exist between the two countries. 

The United States has •correct,• if not friendly, relations with the 

current government, according to State Dipartment ~ources. Reportedly, 

Bouterse considers himself a leader of non-aligned nations. Regionally, 

Suriname has reportedly been isolated by its distinct language--Dutch is 

prin~ipally spoken--colonial roots, and customs. Bouterse's best •friend• 

appears to be Brazil. Surinamese military have trained in that country, and 

private Brazilian manufacturers have sold armaments to Suriname. 

In 1983, Bouterse tried to appease Washington over the murders of his 

political opponents by expelling an influential Cuban delegation. Yet, times 

may have changed. The , washington Post reported on February 24 that Suriname is 

bolstering its ties with Libya. According to the story, the United States and 

France suspect Libya of trying to establish a base in Suriname for terrorist 

operations in Latin America. The report quoted Surinamese officials as 

defending the new relationship by saying they were, in effect, forced to Iook 

elsewhere for assistance after the Netherlands suspended its foreign aid 

package to Suriname several years ago. 

Still, the Onited States, which is Suriname's largest trading partner, 

is taking a •wait-and see• approach to Surinamese promises of democracy, even 

though many observers consider them empty pledges. Promising a constitution 

that would •end racial politics,• Bouterse predicted recently that •new 

democratic government structures• will be introduced after March 31, 1987. The 

constitution is, being drawn up by a military-~ominated assembly. 

Because of a collapse of communication and severely reduced travel 

between urban Suriname and the interior, the Surinamese government, as well as 

( 
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foreign embassies in Paramaribo, have almost no information about the 

well-being of thousands of Maroons who live in remote jungle. As for the 

refugee situation in French Guiana, o.s. consular officials from Martinique 

visited the aiea recently, and they take ihe position of respecting the Maroon 

presence there as an internal French matter. French Guiana is a two-and­

one-half hour plane trip from Martinique, and consular officers normally visit 

the country only three times yearly. 

The Refugee Situation 

Wichin French Guiana, the influx of Maroons is officially described as 

under control and as inappropriate for significant international involvement. 

Indeed, the Maroons are not regarded as refugees, but as •aisplacea• persons: 

the term is meant to suggest that they are in French Guiana temporarily. 

Authorities see their role as providing the Maroons with protection and very 

basic food, shelter, and medical care. currently, caring for the Maroons costs 

French Guiana $400,000 monthly. Their assistance is supplemented by Dutch 

relief agencies. 

Arrivals . continue in 1987, though they have declined from the high levels 

of late 1986. Officials are vague about refugee flows; they respond to queries 

by saying that arrivals are unpredictable and closely linked to the intensity 

of fighting in Suriname. But unofficial estimates put January daily arrival 

rates at between 20 and 50 persons. For example, according to one private 

source, 38 persons alone sought refuge in French Guiana on one day during the 

weekend of January 30. Several reports indicate that Brunswijk forces are 

transporting Maroons in eastern Suriname to crossing points near and south of 
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Apatou, an up-river settlement in French Guiana. There are no reports of 

Maroons being denied asylum, or going to any other countries in south America. 

Most of the refugees are women and children, and more than half of the 

estimated actual number of Maroons are living with relatives and friends in 

the St. Laurent region. The remainder are spread among four camps: the 

largest, ~ear the St. Laurent airport, held in two sections approximately 

1,300 people as of February; a second camp, Acarouany, about 25 kilometers 

from St. Laurent, held 850 persons, while 200 others were at a •transit• camp 

ac Apatou. In February, a fourth camp opened near Acarounay at Charvein. 

Structurally, the camps are no more than . a collection of tents at the St. 

Laurent airport and Apatou; Acarouany, however, is different. There, Maroons 

stay in the abandoned houses of a former leper colony. When the refugees firsc 

learned of its history, they balked at the idea of going to Acarouany, but the 

camp is said to have become popular. Set amidst the jungle, it is regarded as 

a rough equivalent of Maroon villages in Suriname. The French Foreign Legion 

administers Acarouany, while French military units run the other camps. 

Residents are free to come and go at all camps, and families have been 

kept together. Most of the refugees are healthy, and medical care is good. 

Still, much needed social and psychological services-~the kind of care that 

would serve grieved family members well, for example--are unavailable. And, 

although a large percentage of the refugees are school-aged children, 

educational services, too, are lacking. Furthermore, there are also reports 

that some camp administrators can't communicate well with the refugees. 

Many Maroons who were interviewed by USCR expressed gratitude to French 
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Guiana for granting them asylum. But there were minor complaints. several 

people spoke of having being given either . ill-fitting clothes or having hardly 

anything to wear. -Gthers asked for better food and said that refugee children 

should be in school. There is reason to believe the French Guianese 

authorities will meet the physical needs of refugees, but schooling--implying 

some permanence to the refugees' presence, and a complicated proposition given 

the language accommodations that would have to be made--is another story. 

Perhaps the most serious complaint appeared to be beyond the control of 

camp authorities. Recently, Suriname changed its currency, and the switch cue 

out m~ny Maroons--both those still in the country and the refugees--who were 

unable to get to banks to exchange their old money. Consequently, life savings 

were rendered worthless in some cases, and refugees described themselves as 

destitute. One man who had the new currency said local St. Laurent banks 

refuse to honor it. 

Yet, the loss of the savings is only one of the issues affecting the 

Maroons. Prior to the civil war, a large percentage of adults in every Maroon 

village received salaries from the government for services rendered on behalf 

of their community. They included tribal government representatives, boatmen, 

electricians, and other laborers. Women, too, held responsible positions 

within the tribal government, and the elderly and the infirm received welfare 

payments. Since mid-1986, however, the monies paid these people have stopped. 

The Maroons' memories of their last days in Suriname were fresh and 

painful. Aside from the grief of massacre victims like Ma Atema, the strongest 

emotion that refugees showed was outrage over strafings of civilians by 

government aircraft. 
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•The plane was so low that the pilot could have seen women and children 

below,• a man said as he described one such attack. In his case, he explained, 

insurgents were escorting Maroons to safety in clearly marked, noncombatant 

vehicles. A group of approximately 25 Maroons who were listening to his 

account confirmed the strafings, saying they happened regularly. All had been 

in French Guiana less than one month. 

Stories also arose about the detention of Maroons in Suriname. Several 

people said they had relatives who were rounded up and never heard from again. 

Moreover, remaining family members are believed to suffer severe psychological 

pain as a result of the lack of information--for one thing, communication 

systems in the interior of Suriname, never extensive to begin with, have 

drastically deteriorated. 

•we don't know if they are alive or dead,• said one man. He also reported 

unconfirmed stories about detainees being tortured. 

However, two individuals interviewed by USCR not only claimed to have 

been detained, but they also said they witnessed beatings. One man said he was 

picked up along with 23 others and held for two days because an informant had 

mistakenly reported him as a rebel sympathizer. 

•They had a list of names, and they would call people out,• he 

remembered. •They would break people's hands. Those who were hurt were just 

taken away.• 

Another man alleged that he had been held four days; he said that he was 

forced to stand with his hands on his head for one day, and given very little 

sustenance throughout his detention. 

•people were beaten in front of me,• he said. 
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These accounts don't stand alone. According to the State Department, for 

example, over 100 Maroons were picked up in a military sweep in December and 

taken to various military installations where conditions are notoriously poor. 

Some have been released, but many are still detained, even though they have 

not been turned over to judicial authorities for legal proceedings. De 

volksrant reported the arrests of •dozens of Maroons• on December 2; and the 

OAS, in its 1985 report, laid •the right to personal integrity• in Suriname is 

frequently violated through •arbitrary detentions ... followed by beatings and 

deprivation of food, sleep, and shelter .... • 

•This situation is even more seriqus given the lack of access to the 

detainee by members of his family and lawyers ... ,• the OAS added. 

Additionally, a non-Maroon who lived in Suriname until very recently 

indirectly confirmed the refugees' accounts of detention. In an interview with 

USCR, this source claimed to have seen 30 Maroons detained at a military 

station in Albina in early August, and to have heard the cries of beating 

victims. Surinamese military also shot a retarded 20-year-old at a checkpoint 

in Albina last October, according to this source. She said officials indicated 

that the killing of the young man was warranted because he was a rebel 

supporter. 

One large unanswered question pertains to the fate of Maroons who are 

still in Suriname. There are fears that many may be trapped, afraid or 

unwilling to leave, or deluding themselves to be safe from attack. 

Rubinowitz, one of the few observers to travel inside Suriname 
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recently, saw extremely discouraging signs. 

•Maroon culture is on the cutting edge of destruction,• she said in her 

report. 

According to Rubinowitz and refugee reports, some Maroons in and near 

Orietabbetje, a village in southeastern Suriname near the Tapanahony River, 

were grossly underweight and a few were starving. Villages were completely 

without rice and other foods, as well as basic necessities such as matches. 

Ironically, though, even if supplies were available, it is likely that Maroons 

wouldn't be able to buy them because of their financial destitution. 

One well-informed independent source gave a mild assessment of 

conditions along Suriname's northern and central border with French Guiana. 

With few exceptions, he said, food, medical supplies, and health care were 

more than adequate. In fact, Medicins Sans Frontieres, a private, French 

medical services agency, which is coordinating services to the area, was 

considering withdrawing its operation in March. 

This source added, though, that the condicion of Maroons in the south­

eas~ern part of the country and in the south central region immediately below 

the Blommestein Sea--an area where 20,000 people live--was less clear. 

According to him and other sources, the Surinamese government has denied 

humanitarian organizations permission to work in south central Suriname, and 

it has also regularly blocked supply transports destined there. 

Another unanswered question is the extent of French Guianese willingness 

to provide asylum to the refugees. Pressure built in January to end the •open 

door• policy which has been adopted so far as local mayors jointly expressed 
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several worries, including concerns over the Maroons' impact on community 

sanitation systems, health facilities, housing projects, and schools. 

French Guiana has resisted suggestions to put refugee children in 

schools, claiming that such proposals are prohibitively expensive. But some 

observers say that position masks an attempt to keep the refugee situation 

from appearing permanent. 

According to a local newspaper, the mayors asked departmental 

authorities to assume responsibility for the refugees' care •so that local 

economies don't suffer .... • However, a well-informed source told USCR that 

local coffers would probably begin paying for care by July, at the latest, if 

the status quo continues. 

Meanwhile, at another January meeting, representatives of French Guiana, 

the French foreign ministry, Suriname, and the refugees themselves discussed 

repatriation prospects. 

French Guiana took the role of observer, although authorities say it 

would go along with a repatriation plan if three broadly defined criteria are 

met: the refugees' return to Suriname is voluntary; the Surinamese government 

cooperates; and the violence and persecution in Suriname decrease dramatically. 

Reportedly, the refugees said they would consider returning to Suriname, 

but they wanted several conditions honored first. Chief among them are a 

Surinamese accounting of the massacres; an end to aerial strafings; 

redistribution of food and medical supplies in eastern Suriname; and a 

government restoration of Albina. 

Basically, the repatriation session proved inconclusive. A source 

sympathetic to the Maroons said that the Surinamese delegation was alternately 
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unresponsive and condescending, and that it also knew that refugee 

representatives were using false names to protect themselves from potential 

reprisals. That fact raised fears that a Surinamese spy had infiltrated 

refugee camps; also, the Surinamese challenged the qualifications of the 

refugee delegates by noting their fraudulent identities: 

In the refugees camps and Maroon villages near St. Laurent, the 

repatriation session triggered strong negative reaction. Several said they 

expected to be killed if they return to Suriname, and virtually all said they 

would return only if Bouterse leaves government. One village h~ad man in ta 

charboniere, a small town near St. Laurent where many refugees fled, spoke 

vehemently against repatriation. Other sources said that the Paramacca, a 

small Maroon tribe of approximately 1,000, had asked permission to stay in 

French Guiana indefinitely. The Pararnacca have fled en masse from Suriname. 

•There is one thing I want to say,• Granman Foster, the elderly 

paramount chief of the Paramacca, said at the conclusion of the interview with 

USCR. •My people are in a corner. They have nothing .... We need help to get 

Bouterse out. He must stop oppressing people.• 

Granman Foster, who has taken refuge at Apatou, said his people have 

been wrongly persecuted by Suriname. He explained that Bouterse became angry 

with his village of tangatabbetje because Brunswijk forces were using the area 

around it as a base. According to him, his people were caught in the middle, 

powerless to stop either the rebels or the government. Finally, Surinamese 

forces attacked tangatabbetje. 

Though feelings against Bouterse were strong, it was not clear how many 

of the refugees actively support Brunswijk. certainly, the atmosphere in the 
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camps suggests that sympathies generally lie with the rebels. The Maroons, 

though, may be more interested in a change of government than in Brunswijk. 

The rebel leader, whose own family members are refugees, is considered a 

political unknown, oth~r than among the Maroons, who only seeks Bouterse!s 

ouster. He has been quoted as saying he would step aside if he is successful. 

Prospects 

For the Maroons, it appears that their future is uncertain at best and 

dangerous at worst. Those who have made it to French Guiana are in a place of 

asylum that is growing increasingly restive about refugees. Another meeting on 

repatriation is scheduled for March. This time, Maroon leaders still in 

Suriname are expected to represent refugee interests. It isn't clear that the 

those representatives--leaders, but not refugees themselves--would have a 

clear understanding of the refugees' concerns and needs. 

Meanwhile, for those Maroons who remain in Suriname, the future appears 

even more bleak. Many may be on the verge of starvation in Suriname because of 

disruptions caused by the civil war. conceivably, others could become the 

victims of still more massacres. In any event, it appears likely that the 

predictions of most refugees who were interviewed will come true--namely, that 

substantially more refugees will be arriving in French Guiana. 

Fighting in Suriname, along with the refugee flows, is also expected to 

continue. Although Brunswijk is given a modest chance of achieving a military 

victory, his battle against the regime could significantly hurt the economy of 

an already depressed country. In February, the Washington Post reported that 

Bouterse had announced plans to launch a new drive against the rebels by using 

helicopters and other military equipment he had acquired from abroad. 
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According to the Post, though, Bouterse did not disclose the source of the 

materiel. Meanwhile, a Dutch news agency also reported that government 

helicopters staged an air attack against three Maroon villages on the cottica 

River on Febru~ry 7. casualty figures were unavailable. According to that same 

report, Henk Chen A Sen, the former president of Suriname who is prominent 

among Surinamese exiles (n the Netherlands aiding the rebels, said that 

Alouette helicopters arrived in Suriname recently along with more than a dozen 

•portuguese-speaking Africans.• Reportedly, that aircraft was used in the 

February air attacks. Additionally, a source close to the situation confirmed 

to USCR the sighting of Libyan aircraft in Suriname. 

In February, too, resignations marked the Surinamese government, and 

several days of anti-Bouterse demonstrations occurred in Paramaribo. Five 

officials, including foreign minister Herrenberg, officially quit for 

•personal reasons,• but sources indicate that much more serious factors 

contributed to the resignations. How this disruption in the government will 

affect the so-called moves toward •democratization• remain to be seen. 

Demonstrators were in the hundreds, and they called for the ouster of 

Bouterse. Eight people were taken·into custody for organizing the 

demonstration; unconfirmed reports indicated that government force may have 

been used against others. 

In the meantime, French Guiana faces continuing a complicated balancing 

act that touches on the past, the present, and the future. Specifically, it 

must find a way to honor long held humanitarian traditions and values, while 

keeping reasonable relations with Suriname, which was provoked yet again 

recenty by reports of anti-government mercenaries using French Guiana as a 
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staging area. Maintaining that balance should only become more difficult as 

human needs collide with political forces. 

How long can refugee children be kept out of school in French Guiana in 

order to appease local concerns about a long-term refugee problem? · How long 

can massacre victims like Ma Atema spend their days without benefit of 

appropriate care? Indeed, how long will it be before concerns about the 

welfare of the refugees receive the focussed attention they require? 

currently, the answers to such questions are unavailable. Soon, though, they 

will have to be found. 

The Amerindians--suriname 's Other Re·fi:tgees 

Maroons are the major part of the refugee story in French Guiana, but 

they are not the only one. Approximately 1,000 Amerindians, natives of 

northeastern south America, are estimated to have also fled across the Maroni 

River from Suriname. 

The term Amerindian distinguishes these people from East Indians, 

migrants who came to the region in the last century to work plantations after 

the abolition of slavery. The Amerindians of Suriname; originally from the 

Arawak and caribe groups, make up less than three percent of the population. 

In French Guiana, the Arawaks dominated centuries ago, but they were 

supplanted by caribe. Census data puts the native population of French Guiana 

at 3,000. 

The Amerindians' situation is unique. Objects of benign neglect through 

history, they, like many Western Hemisphere indigenous people, have been 

marginal to modern society. In Suriname, few have become urbanized; the 
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majority have, as one source noted, retained their isolated culture, one 

inclined toward hunting and fishing. 

Their outsider status has had its disadvantages. Amecindians, moreso than 

Maroons, are considered Suriname's most economically depressed group. But 

because they have been so overlooked, there are no reports of Amerindians 

being political targets. 

Though forced off their lands by the current conflict in Suriname, 

Amerindians are considered indifferent in general toward the civil war: 

furthermore, according to several sources, native guides led government death 

squads to Maroon villages to commit massacres. Indeed, some Maroon refugees 

interviewed by USCR complained bitterly about the guides. Also, some 

Amerindians have reportedly gone back back to Suriname and looted abandoned 

Maroon properties upon their return. 

The Amerindians are the least visible refugees. None are in camps; 

virtually all are with relatives and friends in several villages in the 

northwest corner of French Guiana. Most are described as seeking permanent 

asylum, and some reportedly believe that they have been granted it. Yet, asked 

by USCR about those reports, French Guianese authorities denied them, saying 

that they only planned to shelter all refugees temporarily. 
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CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Civil unrest in Suriname appears to be not only continuing, but increasing, 

and there seems little hope that the conflicts . in that country can be resolved 

quickly. But until that time, it is possible to ease the situation of the 

thousands of refugees who are fleeing persecution and violence in Suriname. 

It is within this context, that the following recommendations are made. 

1. French Guiana is to be commended for its humaneness toward people fleeing · 

Suriname. Still, the vast majority of those who have fled in recent months are 

unquestionably refugees under widely accepted international conventions, and 

as such, they should fall under the protection of the United Nations High 

commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). Especially in the setting of formal 

repatriation programs, UNHCR's involvement would be crucial, as it could 

conceivably monitor the conditions of repatriated individuals. UNHCR could 

also help guard against international and local pressures which often 

emphasize expediency rather than the protection of refugees. Rightly, French 

Guiana has involved the refugees in the repatriation ~iscussions so far; 

still, their participation alone isn't enough. As refugees, these people not 

only deserve, but they also need, a dipl?matic protector with experience and 

standing in the complex, delicate, and subtle world of repatriation 

negotiations. The UNHCR should be that party and French Guiana should invite 

its participation. 
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2. While French Guiana has treated refugees well so far, a more comprehensive 

response to their needs is warranted now. To date, merely minimal care has 

been provided in camps which are run solely by military administrators with 

limited ability to communicate with the refugees, and minimal sensitivity to 

their problems. The fact that there is no end to the turmoil in Suriname in 

sight--and the distinct possibility that civil warfare will 

intensify--dictates that a broader, more substantial, and more flexible 

•proactive• approach to refugee care be taken. In the interest of achieving 

that goal, authorities must acquire a deeper understanding of who the refugees 

are. To begin with, a census of the refugee population should be taken. Beyond 

that, massacre survivors should have psychological services available to them: 

the refugees' sense of loss and helplessness, including their sharp feelings 

of financial destitution, should be ~ddressed; the large number of refugee 

school children should be taught; and overall, the refugees' time should be 

channelled constructively. A UNHCR presence in the camps would help to achieve 

these goals. 

Similarly, more needs to be done for the refugees who are not in the 

camps, and the communities which have taken them in. ~t the least, there 

should be aid to sustain those communities through the current crisis, and 

steps should also be taken to promote understanding between the refugees and 

local citizens in order to preclude tensions. 

3. Given the numerous reliable reports of widespread human rights violations 

in Suriname, it is critical that independent human rights organizations 

conduct thorough but urgent investigatibns and analyses of conditions in the 

country. Of particular concern are reports of massacres and murders, 

detentions, air strafings of civilian targets, and starvation. After the 
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findings of such an investigation are known, governments should rethink their 
! 

policies toward Suriname accordingly. Furthermore, the Organization of 

American States and foreign embassies in Paramaribo _should strengthen t-heir 

monitoring of the human rights situation in Suriname, and in areas beyond the 

capital in particular. If they are denied the ability to do so, they should 

react in ways that pressure the current government appropriately. 

4. Surinamese refugees have suffered a lot, including neglect by the media. 

Particularly in the United States, Suriname's largest trading partner, press 

reports about the refugee situation in French Guiana and the factors which 

have caused it have been few and far between. This neglect must end. 

conceivably, an atmosphere that is mo·re conducive to refugee protection and to 

saving the lives of people still in Suriname would result if greater press 

attention was paid. For one thing, it would inform humanitarian organizations 

which are in a position to help, but which may know nothing about Surinamese 

refugees. 

The plight of Surinamese refugees should not seem·remote and insignificant. 

To the contrary, it is one which should be of great interest to any and all 

peace-loving people, and especially to Americans, since it is part of a 

tragedy that is occurring relatively near to U.S. shores. These refugees 

cherish independence, and they have a long history in the Western Hemisphere. 

Furthermore, it appears all but certain that the majority are struggling to 

survive racial persecution, something which Americans strongly repudiate. 
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!THE~ M:AJOIR !MP1l.lC!ATIC)NS ()F 
SUFlllNl~.JVIE'S 'S;tllALL WJ~R' 
by ScNt B. MacDonald 

R 
ebel forces surround a bor­
der town and force govrrn­
ment troops to withdraw. 

In the interior, another to\\"ll of 
stratrgic rconomic importance 
falls 10 the rebels. The govern­
ment rounterattacks, recapturing 
the t~;wi1 in the interior. Reports 
filter t>Ut from the battle zone of 
gove~nment-con. meted massacres 
of civilian.s and foreign advisers, 
while the nations leader, a mili­
tary man, broadcasts that victory 
bad br(·n achieved and that all is 
v:ell. 

Although all of the above could 

easily have taken place sonw­
whC>re in Central America, Air, 
ca, or Asia, this scenario is dra,, [l 

from r ·::ent events in Suriname a 
nation sligLtly larger than ti ,.e 
state of G .:orgia, located on 
the northeast shoulder of Sn.1th 
America. The reb<~I troops are 
those of the Surinamese Libera­
tion Army (SLA) led by Cpl. Ron­
nie Bnmswijk; the government is 
that of Lt. Col. Desi Bouterse, and 
the foreign advisers are Lib)·,ms. 
It appears that war has come 
to Surinam1}, and the adversar­
ies are locked in mortal combat 

ovrr what the future direction of 
the nation will be. Mon•over, it is 
not certain that the Libyan-sup­
poru-d government. which has 
mined a dam to rxp '., ,de and flood 
the capital, can sunrive. The 
SLA, operating from neighboring 
French Guiana, has substantial 
support from segments of the 
population, su<'h as the Bush Ne• 
groes, and ii, funded by exile com• 
munities in the Netherlands and 
l\' orth America. The struggle be­
gan in late July 1986 and has 
been larg-ely ovrrlMk<•d liy t lie 
American press; arguably be-

-
,.,-,.. 

" 
' 

.. ~,, .,..,,. 

. ri::·. __ :: l-W\1i" ._ .. , ; 1' '" ~,Ji 
Tetc-iz·tct,~: The current head</ state Lt. Col. Bou terse (left), pitted against bodyguard turned rdid l<'adff ( 11/. 
Ronnie Brum:wijk (above, right). 
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\ATLANTIC OCEAN 

VENEZUEU\ 

Enlarged 
Area 

c:ause Suriname is not lo:ated on 
any of the :major travel routes, 

. does not have lavish ho~el q,ccom­
• m:xlations, nor does its la!1guage 
I -Sranan Tongo (sometimes 
1 called Taki-T:iki"-ea.sily lend it• 

self to l!'an:r rep0rters. Nonr.the­
less, a brutal tivil war with 
gew)Olitit'.al implications, not to 
mention sensitized American se­
curity concerns raised by the Lfo­
yan invu: ,·ement, has evclved. 

Surin:~me, ;:,:ranted its inde­
prndt•nce by the Dutch in 1975, 
centered its political system 

' around the parliament, which 
was domina.ted by three major 
political parties representing the 
lar,:'.est ethnic groupi:: the Creoles 
(:l'l JX:rccmt of the p:i1mlation). the 
J h Jw;t.:rni~ ( :r1 pc-re;, nt), and the 
Javanese (10.3 percent). In 1980 
the democratically elected gov­
ernment of Prime Minister Henk 

: Aaron was toppled during a mili-
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I 
tary coup led by a group known 
as the "Sergeants." Since the 

1 coip, the fonner Dutch colony 
1 has been ruled br Bouters,.. and 

his close military associates. The 
traditional ethnic parties have 
been banned. and two ma;ginal 

1 leftist partim, still function l..nder 
close scrutir.;;. • ':'hese par~ies, 

• the Revoluti01:ary People's Party 
(RVP) and the :P.rozressive La­
borers and Farmers Union 
(PALU), have lit:: le aetual p,-,y;er 
and have been in ·md out of Bou­
terse 's favor depending on the 
government's need for a scape­
go?,t. The brutal murder of 15 
leading opposition figures by the 
government in December :!.982, 
followed by thP allegt>d suicide of 
tlic rPgi11H''s numlwr two man, 
Maj. Roy Horb, who was appalled 
by the massacre, chara('.terizes 

; the present political climate in 
i Suriname, as does the muzzling 

·------------

of the press and an rrratk C0llrS(· 
between thi· Left and the Righ t , 
complet~ v.-, .h linkages to CulJa 
and Lihya. 

Ec(l1,01L ·ally, things haw v<inc· 
from l ,a<i 1-0 worse. In 1985, • he 

: econ, !ny shrank for the f(ll ; th 
' consecutiw year, n·gi~t.ering a 

GNP grow1.h ratt> of -5.1 percent, 
one of the worst ir: ' i 1<' Caribh(•an 

I • l fl • • f 
1 region. n m10n I.as risen rom 

4.6 percr:1t i11 rnRt1 to 12.5 ]\P!'Cl'llt 

in E!~'.5; the iii-'Ure for 1 fi E-iG is 
expected to be still higher. Be­
cause of the slide in bauxite and 
alumina earnings and sporadic la-

• bor unrest in that sector, :t rc•c(~nt 
study by the lnter-Ameri,:an Dr­
velupment Bank noted that prof;-
pects for 1987 are "uncertain" ani· 
that the na:ion will require "sev 
eral difficult years of transi~ 10n.'' 
Moreover. in the aftermath of j 
t~1e December 1982 mass,'lcre, the 
Dutch sPpr.nded an aid i,ac:kag1~, 1 

which h:.i.d been a "golden hand­
shake" at the time of indep(•nd- I 

. ence in 1975, worth $1.5 liillion 
over a 10-15 year p!•riod. That 
loss, estimated at $600 mill ion at 
the time of susp_•nsior:, w:1.s n s~·­
vere blow to the economy as the 
yearly disbur -~ments accounted 

1 for close to a third of the GNP. 

I 
The United StatPs, ir. ci cfer:r:ng 
to the Netherlands on this issJe, 

, also susnended aid. 
The iil winds blowing into Su::-i­

mme continued through 1 i1s,:; ;·.s 
the rt''.'°imc>'s ima,'.e was 1ai11t.1•d 
even f1.1rther by the drug arrest of 
one of Bo1:tL.rse's lieutenants and 
his con\'iction in an AmPrican 
court. Wl1ilc this incidPnl ha.ci 
negative implications for tl1 r gov­
rrnmrnt a1 a tiTnP wlwn illlnna­
tional attention wa.s being focused 
or. th~ drug. trade, a new inter- ' 
na.l or; ,onent has arisen to haunt 
Bouterse. 
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Cpl. Ronnie Bnmsw:ijk, a form­
er bodyguard to Bouter ~. left the 
regime• in early l!:186. 1 ,runs\\rijk 
leads the hardline opposition that 
believes thP only way to return a 
democratic govei'nment to Suri­
name \\'ill be to drive Bouterse 
and his supporters from the 
country. }\~ginning in !are July, 
the rebels began a campaign of 
hit-and-rur. attacks against gov­
ernment milita:ry forces. Operat­
ing from the porous border with 
French Guiana, the SLA has 
made life for the Bouterse gov­
ernment difficult. 

The ~smaU vrnr" 

The "war" along the Marowijne 
River that separates Suriname 
from French Guiana has become 
an arena of conflict lietwP-Pn the 
well-equipped Surinamese armed 
forces and the SL-L The insur­
gents. numbering (by some esti­
mates) 300-600 men, seized the 
government outposts a.t the town 
of Albina and do\\r:ned a Brazilian­
made helicon~er carrying rein­
forcem,2nts. TLe government then 
sent more triqps into the Marow­
ijne DistTict and claimed to de­
strr_1y an SL.A base, "inflicting 
heavy camialties on ·rebel forces." 

D('spitii Llrn claim of a govern­
ment victory, the SL.A campaign 
has continued >1ith new attacks. 
Albina was surrounded, and in 
early December, the government 
e\'acuatf'd the garrison. There 
were ev<\n raids conducted close 
to the major international airport 
causin6 the Brazilian8 to sus:-:•nd 
Varig flights to Suriname . . 'T'"'ne 
intensity of the conflict, how~•. er, 
increased substantially in Decem­
ber when the SLA overran the 
key bauxite-producing tovm of 
Moengo in the northeast corm:r of 

Elllllm&WDW#iW,~1111 

the country. An agreement con­
cluded with the nation's two for­
eign bauxite companirs, which 
would pump $150 million into 
Suriname, was suddenly endan­
gered by the SLA. Bouterse was 
forced to take prompt action: Al­
legedly backed by Libyan com­
mandos ( one sou:rce noted a to­
tal of 65 ), government troops 
launclied a major counteroff en­
sive and retook the iown after 
heavy fighting. Libyan involve­
ment, however, has been ques­
tioned as no proof !:as material­
ized and the aecu~·ations have 
been made solely by e:xjle groups 
who may be seel.ing to convert 
the anti-Libyan stanee of the 
United States into possible assist­
ance. Officials of the American 
bauxite company in the area saw 
no evidence of Libyans. The un­
certainty over whether Libyans 
were involved was also noted by 
Secrrta.ry of State George Shultz 
on IJecemr>'.'r 16: "There are ru­
mors abou: that [ a Libyan pres­
ence] and there's a certain 
amount of information, but I don't 
consider it s,ich that I would want 
to make a ciefinltive statement.~ 
Elliot Abrams, assistant sec­
retary of state for inter-Ameri­
can affairs, however. has intimat­
ed that the Libyans nre inrford in 
Suriname and that they are there 
for a purpose which is contrary t.o 
the i:nterests of the United States. 

Bout.erse's "victory" a ·. Moengo 
could tum out to he s mewhat 

cretly \isited the area, the ,ric­
tims included old women and chil­
dren. It has been alleged that the 
Bush Negro JX>pulation (10 per­
cent of the nation's 377,000 inha­
bitants) in the area was sinf.;lt,d 
out as a target by government 
sdc:lif:rs because that ethnic group 
w:.s known to be suppo--tive of the 
SL.A. If this is the case, which is 
likely, the war has taken a n.-·w 
and violent t>lrist as one group of 
the nation's multiethnic citizenry 
has been targeted for reprisal. A 
l1~tter dated November 2, 1986, 
from a Bush Negro fundraiscr 
in Amsterdam, doeuments the 
plight of this group of people; 
''All maroon /a.noth✓rr name for 
Bush Neoro] are fi.(Jhtino /tow:th­
er] aoainst Bouterse; our chiefs 
--[and] oranm.ans-included and 
now because of this war. our peo-ple 
in Suriname are .c-ui i>rin{l. Th£tl 
are isolated from J',Lrama:,ibo and 
they need food, medicine a.nd wecip­
cm.{ s] to continue the wa.r, becanse 
1:t becomes the war for life or death 
for the maro,m now; we ca.nnot 
sto-p, if we want to survival." 

Although traditionally the1·e 
has existed a degree of teilSion 
among the various ethnic groups 
in the country, the level of vio­
lence against one group has nev1~r 
b(,en hi~i:h. Thi~ rer.ent 1:wii:;t. in a 
sad deparlur1:- and has tJie 1 •ole•:-­
tial to leave a negative legacy in 
the nation's future political ri1•vel­
opment . 

hollow. Alihougn a stratv,;i:.: town Broader implications 
was rE'::aptured and the SLA suf-
fered c.:asualties, reports filtered The ongoing rebellion in :<!ri­
out through a stream of refugees name has a number of inte:-na­
in Firench Guiana that govern- tional implications as it i:1.vo:ves 
ment troops were responsible for not only the goverrunen~s of Guri­
close to 100 civilian deaths. Ac- name and Franee (French --~uiana 
cording to former Suriname pres- i~ a part of that nation), but also 
ident Henk Chin A. Sen, who se- I Brazil, Libya, the Netherlands, 
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Mcr:,bcrs of the Surirwmesc 1,::,crrrfion Army at ea." TiH· rebels and ti, -ir 
/enr,, r, Bru11.~1r~ik, lwlievc the, •. onlJ! wa.lJ lo rc.,/1 ~·1· 1iwwcrnc,: in 
Suriname i.~ 1 11 oust J 011tcrsc , •• , his.' rtpportcrs from the nation. 

and thP l"iL .-,c S·. : PS, The SL", 
i, brgE:. • :: .. 1d(·: .' Surinamese 
·. x.iles in t'.H:' Ne· lie: .and.s and the 
United St;:1te,. >1 thr sun ·ner of 
JCpi.6 n,.,.ll" i·J·l· ,.,, ''"et1\ t1:,.,\·-.. 1_ J.). ..... ~ ,. ,, . ~ ,_ . • (,4. 

eled to ;.ne. ·et:·erlands ~·rol,g-h 
Frrne ii Gt.,, n.a with a 'J,nch 
passp~,:-t pro( .1r-: h:,- IJ:rt .-~. F.._.P­
po,te::s. In t\r· K,·0 iierb .. is, t.he 
S:~.:.• 1· :Jita.n· C0'·1r,1an:::2r rni>t 
1,-:.L}-. f; '"D1er f~~\'f:r;,,~;eni minist•'" 
~·,ndr,: .':aat:::at ::-:·· other. ::w:-
n . , . l . 
.r::-.OU~"!rE 0 1 ~•·1 ; .. ;°f,, ~...... ;.10Ug 1 : lS 

1 st1ught t... patch up • '.:, :wns, 
,, hile maintaining a le•\, , --:dle in 

1 fot- process. The new .,r·c of cir-
• n1mstances p:,ses a :1umber of 

que:3tions :or both nations con­
cerning- th• Bouterse n~gi.me, es­
pecially if -:.he mi'i:ar. t:.rongrrtan 
is unabie to rem;;.1n i:. c•.;,;trol. 

With a siz~ble miEt::ry pres­
er·!'.'.e in F··ehc:1 Guiana that 11::m­
l)c ':-.c :J'!1t: 2,000 so· .Hers bcluc~;ng 

who apJ><•ar unahlf' lm(lr• ];1;,.Jy 
unwilling) to I.a:: tl11• :l11\1' <,! 
:Lrni-B,)u:-:r-.~e sc, ,•t'S. Fr n<'!· has 
a, .. ·.,1,~ 1.> cornl.1 t jr>int p:. --11., 
:, :\,; ;.; tli· Mar, wijn" Riw: : ,Jt 
Ji:'.,· els1 "he oflicial Fr{'nd1 pi.,· 
sit,i r1 w:. ,utliiwd in Paris or. 
Dec, :nb( :- . u. afi n Suri r.amr had 
dccl..:-ed ti,: f'raner \ :Ls J>lan­
ninr an ::1,.. : :n. Ac·c •rd,ni~ U1 
of:,, ·.als, J ':ra·, po~ • ; .. in wa.s i~> 
m:~ • lain "m, attitu11 Cl[ strit-. 
nru: :·:-lity and nnrin1,-rfnrr:n1·• i1 
thl' .lr, ... , •stie afTai( ,; oi Surnwnw." 

D\~r: te the c•. claimer, it is 
likely tat the Fr. 1cl. hm·e dee.id-
' ·: to turn a blind ( ve : ti,, SL.A.'s 
..:omings and goi1•1's :.C'l'<>•;s Ow 
Marow!jne ;:;ver. J.,,__ nun.her of 
exile le:idr::-~ su('.b as Sen :1•1d Lt. 
M:i1 !1el E. ','an }{,c>-y, lrnvr , ',H·rP11 

Fn ,.1; G:1iana on Dut.ci: J :<.;!:-­

ports ::nc: · v·ne on t.o 1,pen1i-b' 
cross the ! ►-:>! kr into Surin::i'i,e. 
In adrlitinn, Fa·!•' h j,,urm1Ji .:ts 
b:·,e e11tered SPrmnm(· illq,ally 
,u.c.! the French ; ress wa.s u;1r of 
the first to brAak the suw~· c,f the 
massa:-re of c:i-,·ilic!ns in e:1< Suri­
name, enn iden: :fyi.ng them as 
Djukas, n··1e of tL,>. major ;(: ,,,11ps ' 
of Bush 1-~ eg-roes. The pmd: ,ilit y 
exists that Fr2. 1 1ce i., helping to 
supply the rcbe:s. 

'Ti1e major fador contributing 
~•· this attitl,de b:,- the Frrnc-h is 
:· ,e Libya!:, p:i-ese1r.e in Smi:~·\PlE\, 
\\'be!, 1,:-rdPrs Frrnch (1: ... '.:a. 
Tlw fr• '.1ch Guian~,:····! '''" ;, of 
Kounic: i.~ str/lt(•t'.!"icall~ irn;> ,:·:ant 
to Pari.- :iecat,· it is l!1e ;:::i:nch- • 
ing • c,: ter -f : thr Enrc ,H•an '\ 

d,ou'rn;fu) th~~: : :n:·.~-;-.':jk cani•.' to 
tl1e Unitt.!d E:l:.ltt::--., i-.: :s cehai:n 
bat a::.i--B1Y1..l' :rse fa-;::ons- here 
·,~ave pr,..r;i(fod irnpci:-.ant ·fund­
inr for weapons t.nC: e;:iniptri .. nt. 
V, .. i.1lt• H,, D,11'.·h ~·-.wrrninent :1'1~ 

made it ciear tb:r,. it "ill nut re­
lease aid to S..:::narnt as long as 
Be .terse is at the nation's helm, 
tli(~ United States l::1.s quietly 

,: · ::.:.iers . .of th~- J ·,•!w11 Foreign 
I.r:-~bh, it is do:1lJ,_:.l 1,hat Paris I 
fears :! militarj.· c:~:~ with St:.ri-. 
na,mf. Th: French clearly' have r~n 
O\'~rn·hehuing mili~r-y advan:::lr;e 
tliat Boutersc is not likely to ;.i:o­
Yoke through hot pu:·suit taetics 
ain.in': th!• ST.·\ r(•trnating- into 
Frencil G,,;,.,..,, rr·l" ST A hr:"'-

" ~ •. (,d.lt....., J. j..._ ..L..f.,l"l-, .;n 

ev•··:. do(•.': prese: :.: tL ti;reat to his 
re .:i. .. 3 as well <.s l>eing ;· p::itm-
f: .', · 1barrassn: nt t-0.the FnncL 

Space Pror ·.1m. '11e fornwr j 

Dutel. colony is 0•1c· of the i ,_.y,- , • ! 
natio: s to ~~aintt:;1 :! si?.('al1:e 1 

Lili\',:,: mi:-:~ic,ll with .• ·:,· lhirtl,,rs, 
! a' ,fact that make:- ;.";·ench of­

ficials apprehensive due to the 
pJor state of relations lwtw,·• ·n 
France and Libya. Wbik the :,ib-
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yan nnsston houses one of the 
largest foreign 1,roups in the 
country-with at least three ac­
credit~·d diplomats and a force of 
more than 100 military instruc­
tors and comman<los--little is 
known about h, ,w much actual 
assistance the Libyans provide 
the government.. One source in 
Suriname has estimated that the 
number of commandos is between 
55 and 65 and actual military ad­
visers close to 40. If Bo1·terse is 
strongly challenged for control 
of the n;-,.tion, Libya cnuld send 
troops as it di.cl in ] :179 when 
2,000 soldiers we:re disr,::..tched t.o 
help Idi Amin in Uganda against 
a successful Tanzanian-led inva­
sion. For Libya this would folfill 
two objectiws: It would bolster 
one of its fe,\ allies in the West­
ern Hemisphere, and it would also 
embarrass France and the United 
States, providing a possiblP base 
of operations again::;t French 
Guiana and the Fri>nch Caribbean 
islands of Martim,,·1e and Guade­
loupe and U.S. alli.es in the East­
ern Caribbeah. 

Roots of the conflict 

Libya's motives for maintain­
ing a presence in Suriname have 
their roots in itg longstanding 
feud with France in Africa and 
with the United States, especially 
after the bom'bini of Tripoli in 
April 1986. 'I'he F:rench have tra­
ditionally exerted a major influ­
ence in parts o:f Africa, especially 
,West Africa, in many of its form~ 
er colonies. French ties have 
<'vo)vPd sinc-i• tlw era of decoloni­
zation along economic and cultur­
al lines. Moreover, many African 
states have relied on French mili• 
tary might t-0 ,g-i;arantee regional 
stability or nafonal security. In 

I

. the late 1970s and 1980s, Libya 
has challenged the I'rench nosi­

' tion in a number of countries, 
espi•cially Chad, where both na­
tions have stationed troops and 
effectively partitioned t }1e C'luntry 
in 1983, with Libyan forces tak­
ing control in the north and the 
French in the Routh. 

While the Frencl1 were ahle t.o 
halt Libyan advances in Africa, 
Libya turned in the mid-1980.s to 
training- a~d :financing radical in­
de~n<lt>nce groups in :\., number 
of overseas French departments. 
French intelligence sources have 
noted Libyan i11volveme11t in 
Guadeloupe in the Carihbr:.n and 
New Caledonia in the South Pa-

l cific. Questions have arisen about 
Libyan involvement in terrorist 
adivitin.s in Paris. 

Libyan intentions in the Carib- , 
bean are also related to a strong 
desire to strike back at the Unit­
ed States. As th1? United States 
has ~ number of strong allies in 
the Eastern Caribbean, access 
from Suriname is convcdent for 

• Libj•an agents t.o nm cj})erb.tWns. 
In pa:1;icular, Libya has sought to 
rnaimain ties "With small radical 

• groups in Saint Lucia and Domin­
, ica. Considering -..he instability 

in the Ea.,:;tern Caribbean in the 
1970s, the United States has in-

. creased its ·presence in the area 
th:rough greater amounts of for­
eign aid and military support. Al­
though irritating, Libyan actions 
in the Eastern Caribbean t.o date 

. have been kept to a minimum due 
• • largely to that nation's image as a 

me-~dler in others' affairs. 
Surinrrmr's Libyan tim; datr 

back to the 1960s and :l!:YlOs when 
Surinamese Islamic groups ap­
proached Col. Qaddafi for finan­
cial ·assistanee in constn1cting re­
ligious buildings. The relationship 

-
became more significant aft.Pr 
1983 when the United States antl 
its Eastern Caril,1,ean alli<\S intN­
v(•ned in Grenada. The possibili­
ty of similar methoch-. being usl'd , 
a~:ainst Surinam(•, combined with 
considerable Brazilian pressure, 
forced Bout.erse to expel the Cu­
ban misRi(in, which had blTOwn k 
be quite sizable. Forced tu reduce 

; ties to Cuba, with0ut Dutch and 
1 U.S. aid, and "With an econom? in 
I increasing-1

)' dire straits, the lure 
: of Libyan assistance was strong. 

To further exacerbate the prob­
lem, Brazil, which was experi­
encing fo1ancial difficulties of its 
own, CU t back on its aid. From 
1983 onward, Libyan and Suri­
namese officials met, Bout.en,i~ 
traveled to Tripoli to meet with 
Qaddafi, and the Surinamese 
lE:ader at one point contemplated 
converting to Islam. More likely, 
he was probably seeking to curry 
the Arab nation's favor. By 1986, 
the Libyan presence in Surinamr. 
had grown considerably: as evi­
denced by the construction of a 

• tiumoor of Is1amic religious • en­
ters, the arrival of Libyan coun­
terinsurgency instructors and 
military equipment, and the sig,1-
ing of a barter agreement be­
tween the two nations. 

"Apparently • the purpose of 
these commandos and instruct.ors 
is to replace a number of Cubans." 
a Surinamese lead€r now li-ing in 
exile .in the tietherlands recently 
noted. "To Libya it .is import.ant 
that the:::.e military • [personnel] 
car. be deployed for subversii·e 
activi'vies in the region, especially 
1,ince Grr.nada cannot fu!,-:tion t\s 

a basis anymore and the Culi:lll 
• presence in Suriname has ostensi­

'bly been repelled from Suriname.~ 
He also commented that the Liby­
ans were in his country not i,o 
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mw.:h to protect it from a foreign 
invasion as to protect the govern­
ment from its o,v11 citizens. 

Trouble to the north 

Of all of the players, Brazil, 
I whieh has regarded the Guianas 

(Guyana, Suriname, and French 
Guiana) as a Bphere of influence, 
is probably the most concerned 
over the "smal:I war" in ." 11riname. 
When the Cuban influl .1ce grew 
to the point where it posed a 
threat to the s:ability of its north­
ern f.:mk , Brazil moved to dimin­
ish I lie ( ·,ub:rn presew·e and draw 
Suriname back into the Brazilian 
camp. Sinr.e 1983, Brazil has pro­
vided Suriname with credit lines 
worth $70 million. This financial 
assistanc:e was use.l to import 11 
Brazilian amphibious trucks and 
armored cars and a large amount 
of rockets, ammunition, and uni-

1 forms. Surinamese soldiers have 
also lw~n sent to Brazil for in­
structiun. 

For Brazil, the trade-off was 
political ~tability in the north and 
a reduc: ion of the Cuban in­
fluence, which could potentially 
prove disruptive. The emergency 
created by the SLA has altered 
radically 1 he situation in tlw re­
gion. Brunswijk's group has 
thr,· .1ened to attaek targ"ts in 
nor .. ,ern Brazil if more aid ;; giv­
en. The threat of being dra.gged 
inw a 1-,'1.lerrilla war in the jungles 
north of the Amazon River has 
little appc,d to H:-:tSilia. Conse­
quently, the Brazdian govern­
ment has maintained a low profile 
on the subject, while quietly m. 1·­

ing ahead with plans to es,.abli . . i 
military outposts in the jungles of 
the northern frontier. 

The major development of 1986 
was the rise of Libya's influence 

~- ,,: ; 
• ;/r :, •:.:~•I• ~ ~•~ 

1 
'm Surir1amr and the decl irw of 

i Brazil's, wliich was viewed with 
d;,;quiet hy the :l\ethrrlands. 
W nile the Dutch rnsponse to lhe 
Februar.v 19H0 coup was or1t1 ll f 

dismay. it was not until th\· De­
cember 1982 massacre that the 
flow of foreign aid was severed. 
Since that time th<i Dutch have 
remained 1irm on the conditions 
under which the $600 million 
pending would he released: There 
must be a return to de1r,ocrhcy in 
Suriname and Bouten,r must go , 
creJ.tin~· :m alluring incentive' for 
the opp ,,ition to overthrow tlH' 
Rtrongman. It has al -;o ],1>1 •:, 
strongly hinted that the Dut.d1 

1 
Staten (parliament) would lit i i 
willing to increase the amount nf j 
as!.>istanc( to $1 billion if Bou- . 
terse is remoYcd. Vi'hile ho' :l.ing I 
out these possible financial re-

1 

I 
wards, the Dutch have also pur­
sued a campaign of blockini:!" rir 

.. ,,,,~Jt.@)E };~];;~•,,. 
Surinamese villagers are directed away from the conflict between the rebel forces and goc:ernmcnt irof/ps. 
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·vetoing Suriname's access to in­
ternational cn°dit markets either 
through multinational organ! ,.a­
tions such as the World Bank 
or through commercial banks, a 
move that has indeed hurt the 
Bouterse rrgirne and the Suri­
nn.mese economy. They have also 
contributed to the sense of ur­
gency within the exile communi­
ty and to the determination of the 
insurgents in Suriname to remove 
Bout.t>rRe. 

The United States has dis­
tanced itself from t}1e situation 
although it did a.t an earlier stage 
renew foreign aid. In many re­
spects, Washington has <leferred 
to both the Netherlands and Bra­
zil on the matter. It does main­
tain, however, an interest in the 
region, and U.S. troops have used 
French Guiana for training \\ ith 
French forces. Moreover, at o.1e 
point the Reagan administratirn 
did contemplate an overthrow of 
the Bouterse regime. The affairs 
of S\,\riname have decidP.dly .come. 
under exan,ination, especially . as 
the Libyan connection has gro'\\rn. 

The danger that Suriname's in­
stability in some fashion will spill 
over into neighboring Guyana 
eoncerns the United States. Since 
the death of Forbes Burnham in 
August 1986, relations • qetween 
the United States and 'Guya11'a, 
whose new leader, Prime Minis­
ter Desmond HoytP., ha~ sought 
to adopt a more pragmati,c coiii-se 
for his nation, have tha\ve'd.. Al­
though Hoyte' h:i.s not terminated 
his riation 's relations v:ith Cuba· 
and other Eastern • E'uropean 
cn11ntri(~S, hr. h~s sinwht to im­
prove ties with the conservative 
governments in the region and 
hn.s toned down an-ti-American 
rhetoric ·which had been a hall­
mark of the Burnham I regime. 

Guyana has also demonstrated 
more flexibility in terms of its 
economy, something that the 
United States approves. The de­
veloping civil war in Suriname 
could considerably complicrlte the 
improving U.S.-Guyanese rela­
tions. If the SLA succeeds in ous­
ting Bouterse and reestablishing 
a democratic government, there 
is apprehension that similar 
groups in Guyana that wish a 
mr,re d•.:mocratic system could 
also take to arms. This would 
pose new questions f. 1r the United 
States: Should support continue 
to l1i: pven to a government that 
obviously is not democratic or 
should support be pro,·ided for 
Guyanese "freedom fighters"? In 
the past, the United States has 
upheld international law and ar­
i:ested Guyanese in the United 
States who have plotted and,.pre­
pared to launch an invasion from 
North America to liberate their 
count,-y from the cornipt and au­
,thoritarian Burnh~.m regimE',. ., 
• Bouterse • remains one of the 
few remaining nondemocratic 
leaders in the Caribbean and Lat­
in America. His mining of the 
dam above the capital of Para­
lnaribo with the 'intention of flood­
irtg it' if 1t were lost to rebel 
forces·/· has done n·othing to eh­
hance his populadty. The rebel­
lion h;il; geµuiM grass-roots s,up­
port 'and there is a growing 
debate about .a post-Bouterse 
Suriname, especially as th~ ma­
jority prefer a return to democra­
cy instead of remainin~ a dictato­
rial military regime and outpost 
bf Lihya. 

Suriname has become a spi­
der's web, entangling all those 
who 'tonch it. From 1980, when 
Bouterse came to· power, Cu­
bans, Arriericans, Dutch, Brazili-. ,. ' 

I 
ans, Libyans, and French have 
become increasingly involved in 
the South Amt :-ican nation's trou-
bled affairs. The military strong­
man, in , .is drive to remain in 
power, has moved his nation in a 
zig-zag direction, gaining the fa­
vor of first the Cubans, then the 
Americans and Brazilians, and 
now the Libyans. Bouterse, how­
ever, may he reaching the end of 
his rrign. Repeated attempts to 
elicit aid from the Soviet U nicin 
and the Peoples' Republic of 
China have brought littlr- but the 
rhetoric of solidarity. Considering 
the dead end that the economy 
has reached and the challenge 
posed by the SLA, it is not sur · 
prising that Bouterse, as if anti .. 
cipating the woriit.. has already 
sent his family to Brazil. 

1
Although the situation in Suri· 

n:'l.me bas not yet blown up into a 
major international conflict, the 
potential problems posed are sub­
stantial. The easiest way out for 

.,.al.mos\ all pari~ies.,~volved would 
be a quiet exit by Bouterse and a 
return to parliamenta•·y g<•\·ern­
ment undertaken by the citizen::; 
of Suriname, without outside in­
terfetence. The path does not ap­
P<~ar. 'likely' as Bou terse and his 
close followers have already 
~ealPcJ off tnanj· of the possible 
exit& and have found their backs 
a1tainst the wall of widespread 
public cond~mnation. It appears 
that Suriname, .usually relegated 
to the ba.cl: pages (if at all) of the 
p:ress, may actually become a sad­
ly more newsworthy item in the 
future.■ • 

Scott B, MacD011a.ld is a.n intemational 
economist with the American Sewrit11 
Bank. 
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.-\ ragtag })and of Sunnames~ ~·~b­
t'..- ,· ,,uld m·cTthr0w a shaky m1l!: .. r~· 
i.: :c:.iturship "w1th111 three weeks .. 1f 
\

1 
. .::-~L'rn n;J.tions -.,·ould resp,.n~ :o 

r:-:.::r tippc-0 !~; for nrms. c:dlcd 0p;-,o­
f ::: ;; i~~H..it?r:-, :.,il.H1 yc~~crjay 

;·::" nppunent:; of th-: mil;,;;;y 
,: . . .:rnmt:nt IH.·adeJ br Col Desi 
B :r~•r,e ote \\'idespread go•:e:-n­
rr.c; ;,r at ro<.:itics, Lihi,-an training i::-,f 
tr. t° 20\-crnment arm,· and the recc,,t 
rr:. -:er111u~ arl'intl uf Pnrtuguc ,e­
,.r-=::,;mg hlack soldiers suspecte<l oi 
r.:::-:.;: Cuhan trnops from . .\ngo!a 

H,m· do ,·ou attract the ;:Hkn t:•,n 
ui . i!t! 1\lJrld to \\'hat 1s h:ipper:::-:~ 
t!-,.- r~•; " asked Henk Chm A. Sen. ;,:, r­
.::c:· prl:,-Jdt.:nt nt' the uny Sc,.:.:h 
.~c:-:e ncan country, who wa~ forc c'd 
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> n oe,. ·-· .... 
n a • Surman1e regune b·"'ink of collapse 

from L,ffo:e in a 1982 military coup 
led hv Col. Boutene. 

:\.11: Chin A Sen. F.ddy Jozdzoon 
and I:dgar \V ijngaarJe said the 
SurinarrH:~~e rebe!~. \':ha cctll them­
sd•:es the ~'.!rinamese :'-Iation:il Lib­
eration Army, l'.ould force Col. 
B11uicr;;t• from l'O\\·cr wirh as iittie as 
5500,UOO m rniinary aid. They said 
the rebels currently receive no out­
side help. 

They sa id there arc frequent dem­
onstrations in the capital, Para­
maribo. calling: for Col. Rm1tf'r~P·~ 

ouster. The\· also smd the rebels ha\·c 
moYed withm :,triking distance of 
the city. 

.:1 .. State Deparmcnt officinl con­
firnied th~!r 1...iai1n:,, ~ay ing. 1'The 
~ituation continues to deteriorate 
there." 

:\.Ir. Jozefzoon and :,,..11: Chin A Sen, 

who both recently returned from 
,·isits tn the r.::bels. ~aid a contmgent 
of 14 Portuguese-s peaking r\fricans 
arri\'ed in 1'a ramilribo Jan . Jl 
aboard rrenLh-btult h~ii( (:ph:1·~­
They said thc::y suspe..::t th.:: :,oluit"i's 
arc not Angolans but Cubans who 
haw fOllf!hl in ,\ngnla nn the side of 
the l\larx1st go,·ernment. 

Col. Bouterse expelled his Cuban 
advi:,ers in 1983 under prcs~ure 
from neighboring Brnzil and shortly 
after the l'.S. liberation of Grenada, 

Cuban influence. 
The State Department official 

sa id that if Cubans had returned. 
"the unired Staie~\\ uuiu l,ike appro­
priate action ." He would no t 
e)~t,nr:,11e 

The exiled leaders sa id Libya hcis 
supplied at least 60 and, according to 

some of their sources, up to 200 mili­
. tary crai ners for C,>1. Bouterse. 

In a luncheon meeting with edi­
tors and reporters of The \\'ashing­
con Times, the cx1icll leaders said 
the rL·bel force has dcciarc<l its de­
sire to return democracy to 
Sl2riname and treats its prisoners 
humanely. 

"\'.c fight for democracy. \Ve fight 
to guarantee human rights. We fight 
to guarantee what the \\'e s tern \\'orld 
wants,'' :\Ir. Jozefzoon said. "\\'hat 

The rebels art' led by Runny 
Brunswijk. a 25-year-old form er sr,J­
d1er m Col. Rnuterse's army, esti­
mated to h,ffe bemeen ~.000 and 
3.000 rroops. 

~t.Ir. Brun:~ \vijk cominands ft:\rer 
than 600 trained trnops , manr of 
whom are deserters , and can rat:;e 

no more than 1.500 fi ghters from 
sympathL·t1c nilages . They fre­
quently fight \\'1111 machetes aw..! 
many ,,·ear only plw;tic ~and.tis. e:~·m 
shorts or underwear, the exiled lead­
er'.' said. 

~evertheJess. l!r. Bruns i~ ijk'~~ 
'\.Tun~h~ C•_•mrnandn.::·· are :,trll~1ng 
closer to the capital almost duily, the 
Sta te Department official c,aid . 
"They han? mo,·ed to \\·1 thin a 
10-nule radius of Paramaribo. The 
guL'rnlla:,; are talking ahout forming 
a pro\"Js1onal go\·ernment in Bruns­
wijk tt'ITJ tur~·:· he said. 

:\Ir. \\'1 in!:!oarde. fund-rm~cr for 
the hheration mowmcnt. said. "Gi,·e 
lh rlw we1:1p•ms and 1,·ecou!d er.ct th is 
in three 1\·eeks." 

The\' said thev ~aw enllence of 
army atroc Jtie~ ~1·hcn they newed 
mutilatt'd bodies of ,·i llage rc: , includ-

m;:: nine women and ch1ldl:-.:n who 
had been shot in the back of the 
head. 

They displayed what they said 
was a captured army report of a Feb . 
2 attack on the \'illagc of Wanhatti. 
The report said the army kilied t\\'O 
\"il:agcrs. hurncJ ~3 g h1Jrnes . de· 
, tro\'cd canoes and plundered ra­
Llios: tele\'l sion sets and clothing. 

The Swtc Deoartmcnt has abo 
condemned Col. .Bou terse for human 
rights violations. A new report from 
the U.S. Committee for Refugees 
~aid more th;m 5,000 blacks haYe 
fled into ncigiihoring French Gui-
,u,c1. 

The refugee committee, which 
sent in\'est ig:1tors to the French Gui­
ana refugee camps , r e po rted 
charges uf "mass killings, individual 
murders, military attacks on civil­
ians. detc.:ntwn, L11srupt10n of food 
:;upplies and \'arious other forms of 
dcpri\·ation and harassment ." 



I "D n't 1p M xists C 1date'' 
The following are excerpts from a speech given by , 

former ambassador to the UN Jeane Kirkpatrick at the­
Consen·ative Political Action Conference on Frida!, 
f-etiru;:.~ 211 . addr-:~~ing rhe wp1c. ··The ~tru~gie fnr 
Freedom in the Third World" : - - r 

• 
I would like lt' begin by ~.iying th;:it that strug£:lC [fol 

freedom in the Third Worid]. as most people here un-i 
dersi.and. is not quite what it is usually taken to be . It is no4 
the same today that it was 30 years ago. or 40 yean. ago. orj 
50 years ago , or 60 years ago. It ha~ changed rather, 
dramat1caUy. and it is continuin_i~ to ch;:-in~e. Ii hi.is-- ~ ·r 
changed to the detriment of the people of the Third World k 
to their danger and ours. The characte r of freedom in the 
Third World is, of coursl! , the same a~ it ha~ al.,,. :J.\ ~ been, 
as the character of freedom in the world i!> the ~ame. 

But the struggle for freedom in the Third Wurld has 
been transformed by the increa~ing succe ~s of tht S011et 

Union and its friends and its allies. The constrnction and 
growth of the socialist ~·orld system is the preeminent 
political fa.:t L)f the ]a:,i 20 year.',. in Iil)' opinion. Ii 1, a 
relativeiy new political fact. As recently as 20 years ai:o. 
the Soviet Union w:is ba~ically a rnntinental Euwpean 
pt1\1.'er. ,li .. nd toda)' ~ of course. it is a great g!cbal co!oni~J 
po\11er. \Vith client states in ~.a .. fr?c3 and in A .. si~L 3nd in the 
:\1iddle East. and in South America. Caribbean: \\ ith 
client states. really. and semi-client states in all part, of 
the world except North America: and thaf nor all. Th;it 

1 world socialist system has the intention of expanding 
further --they te?l us. 

matter of fact. officia1 ,. tend to :,hudder. in our turei,•n 
pohc)'" establishment. when the presence of S1wirt a~d 
Soviet-blo-: troops in those counlrie~ which l juq named i~ 
n ·t:n menuoned. 

Anj that fact mean:,, the de~trudiun of ThirJ Wt,riJ 
hope. and the expansion of impoverishment and stagna­
tion and _t~ranny. and often outright famine. [Thisj j~ a 
ba~1c ~l_1t1Ca! fact of the last 20 years, and the tragedy of 
Third orld people who had hoped for national in-
depen, .:e and self-determination. 

''Incremental Incorporation'' 

Now, the Soviet method of expanding is not really very 
stra1ghtlorward ... It takes place under a lot of smoke. a 
lot of obfuscation. There is almost invariably an effort to 
~uggest_ that a new initiative by the Soviets t~ take power 
ma Thtrd World country is rc ,Jlly an indigenous conflict 
: .. t_hat does not concern East- West relation<. . It i, alm0 st 
mvanahly_ sugge<;ri;-cl !hat pe•)p!e who worry about East­
West relations. about whether the Soviet Union is enhanc­
ing its power- for example, in Mozambique or in 
Seychelles- are semi-hysterical, obsessive kind· of peo­
ple who look for Communists under their beds, and who 
h::ive seen. you know. nightmares, fantasies. horror mov­
ies about Soviet takeovers, and been addled by them. And 
it !s suggested that_the expansion of Soviet pov.,er is a kind 
ot fantasy m the mind of right-wing nuts. But the fact is. of 
course. _the real_ity of Soviet expansion is not a fantasy_ It 

[I want to] review with you very briefly wha! the wurlJ is a basic political fact of the last 20 years. 

socialist system, which is that great Soviet empire. means . . f:. 
forthem and for us. Wherever the Soviet sv~km extend~. : The ~oviet ~e~od ~f ~xpandmg not only deals in~­

. it extends hy force and is followed by for~e. The Sovi<2t obfuscatwn, but 11 aeals m time. It is paced, not hurried . It ~ 

: Union iod.iy has a military pre~ence in noi only it~ dear~ . 
client states. but in manv other countries which Jre either! iS obscure, not clear. Usually. the Soviet maiiner of ex- • 
near it~ client states. c>r which the Sovieb hope will i ~ansion proceeds by what I call incremental incorpora-~ 
b:>c.--,:i1E c)•~!lt 5t:He< Ir i~ Yer.· often not unck:~tc,c,d. i(ff t,on , an<l .step by step . So ihat ont> g.ovemm<'nt ~l ichtlv f 
example. that in Africa. there is a Soviet and a Sovicr-blo.: mun: frit:n<liy io lht: Sovie.~ lhan li1t: ia~l repial·e~ -each • 
military rre~ence- th3t i<., anned. di~cirlined. militan· _ other. And the slippery slope descends to the los~ of -
fun:c:.-n,Jl ju:-.t in Angoia and l\ln.z.ambiuue and - national independence. Today. there are cou,1trie5, such. 
Ethi0ri~. l'ut a!50. 0f c0u;,e. in Lil'>ya and Al~~:-ia and - fo~ example. as.S...'Tinam: ~hich are engaged. l fear. in 
s-,,;,. ;;,,.i . - ., .. p~·· ::.:""·'•" •mu' d-,,-. ('01' •'• · .,,.,,l r ::.. ... , .. ,,,.. ,! - tlu~ process of lilCitlli<:Htal im:orporal!on Ur oL.1..:e- ~L:<.:b 

.......... <A._. ..__. __ ,_ .... .l,..;•• ·• •"'"'U. ..... \. ~ i - "'- ·~-• ....................... , ..... --',1,U - • • • ._ I ~ -

/,1n1hJhVw~ an-.i St:\~hc~ic." and cJ....i:-~·hcr-.· Th\.· S,, .. h~t dn,j :_ .1:; St:,.chelle:::.. ·~hose independence i~ rhn.~aten\..·d bj - ;.,nd .... 
~\~. \ n .. ~-~-1 ,: i;~i!it,":-:, pr.:,tn ... r. ir: .;fn .. .- 0 i, "1 \;..~. :n1r"; i,- "-C-riou~l~ threarene-d h~-~hi\, prnct:""1'- nf inl'rrrn~n,~l in- = 
i:?lll ;-,:f:-'?:\~•1\ nt/\1 r"if!1ral l~~,.~1 a J:l,llH ~!~·~·~~ j n .r t"\T",-1 .. _ \,,.·\-•rf·\-.~.:itiVii. 81 P~~i-:..:.., !jk~ Dur~ii"iu r~ , ·,. ·\;t-n-, .. ,_. _;;·, 

- ' 
~. i-... - :,. ..... --

!:... system. These countries don ·1 lo,e their freedom all at 
L;nLC. The'- l<:•,e it one ~1.::p at a time. A~ odd people. like :­
tt-J\ ',..,( , .. r•-.i,,c~b!~ j hrrc. \1.orry :ib0u! !t. ~nt..! 1_,ther..., ,a~ ··t.,·11 ~~ 
:ll thn~c 111'<:-,,1ve penpie. v,orrymg aN•ul i:,a,1-\\ e\l (\JI1-

tl;c1. wher; t;1mt> Third W11rld nt1zcn~ ;ire only trymt'. to 

~J - g.ei_.2 ,quare me,Il. " ~ 

Everyboch here understands. of course. that there is a 
relat1on"sh1p • between freedom and econumic de,elop­
ment. Ifs a real relationship. and Third World people 
d0n 't need t..:> choo~t:" hetween whether lhey w11uld rather 
t,e free or w hethcr thev wnuld rather be fed. Thev don ·1 

need to.choci~e \:letwl:'en the right to a full stomach ;nd the 
right to a free press. The foct is that people who are free 
also turn out to be the ones who are fed. And people who 
lose their freedom, lo~e !heir living standards , and finally 
even alas the food needed to sustain them. The systematic 
use of food ~ a political instrument for control is one of 
the most tragic political facts of this last 20 years. It was 
not new in the last 20 years. by the way. We have encoun­
tered it before, of cour,e , But we encountered its spread in 

Some oeoole think that shortages and Communism go 
tol!ether:oniv because Communists so disrupt economies 
thit there is· no more production and there is no more 
<li::,tribution. and So then~ is no rnor~ to eat. But shortages 
and Communism also go together for another reason. and 
th.it is that hunger is the most ex~uisite method of political 
control yet developed by tyrants. Hunger as a method of 
political control is being used today. of course. still in 
Ethiopia. where more persons have died of starvation and 
rni:,treatment through forced resettlement than died in the 
natural famine. Hun!?er as a method of political control. I 
fear. is being used t~ay in Mozambique and elsewhere. 
I iunger is even being used as a method of political control 
'.-!on1ctif1ies. ainong some people, in Nicaragua .. of a!! 
places, a country which has aiways been characterized not 
hv scarcitv and hunger. hut by pienty-gciod food. piemy_ 

• "' •• 11 . , _,.: __ - Cai.. ...... ,.,.,....,.,....._, l "h~•t c-m'llll to cat ror rne .smau pupu1auu11 v1 L11at \..vuu11 1 . ... , ...... .., .,, ... u, 

pnp.ulation ;, of course becoming sm<.1ilcr. 

The popuiation becomes smaiier wherever Communist 
regimes take power. and drive out those people who seek 
lll presei\e some shred of their imegri:y and their ir.­
dependenct·. and drive out tho~e ~ople who can ge, 
acro~s bc-rJer, looking foi ::i bit m•xc ll• edt for them~el•,,-. 
~nrl t!wir :·J:nilie 0 •. The fact i~ tbr Communism. t'\'t'!"\ 
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J.~.._~:.: us;: the pC,._ip1~ ._:;; thr.; i hird \1,· .. , r~~ &J.i"'L :!i.:-.:u"it1i1h1 d (1) 

:~;hting for their !-~ccdom . They did 1:.vt lv.'.)~ the bonJ:, vf 
cheir prt:vwus coiomai masters in order to submit paSSI\' -
. v tu n~vw· and much more terrible bondage. They fight 1~ .r 
.i io;:ir indt!pent.knci;. And the effort to incorpora:t 
countnes-hke ~1caragua and Afghanistan. .id Angola, 
Jnu Mozanibique. and all the othn unfortunate iargeted 
atates-into the Soviet socialist world system . i, bitierly 
resisted by the pr:ople of these cauntri~5. \\'e !r ..... 110\v hc1.,v 

e Afghans resist. They resist by walking for days and for 
!es to take refuge in other places. They resist by fighting 
th the!r hands. \.vith their !ives~ against their con-

'-luerors. They resi~l by refusing to obey. They resist by 
'.llaintaining their religion and their culture under the most 
icredibly adverse circumstances . 

We know how the Nicaraguans resist. In Nicaragua, as 
in Afghanistan, a!Y,>Ut a fourth of the tot;::! population has 

, fled, has become refugees outside the country. We don't 
think, very often, about how high the percentage of 

Nicaraguan refugees is. Tnat country of only \wo an? a 
1 half million ocoole has todav a refueee oopulat10n hvmg 
outside Nic~ae~a of something betwien 350,000 and 
"00.000 Nicariguans who have fled their country just 
~ince the Sandinistas came to power. That is the most 
eloquent testimony of all, of course . of the kmd of govern­
ment the Sandinistas have sought. 

/ 

We know what kind of challenge it is to us and to our 
values when peoples in the Third World seek to 1:'aintain 

-.thPir inrln\PnrlPnrP to fe-ed their families . to emov self-
I d~i;~-i~:ii~~-. -~d.' by the way, in the process to pr~serve 
,he kind of world we need for our security. we know how 
terrible it is when they look to us and ask for help, and 
what can we do? What can we do about it all? 

"We Helped Consolidate'~ 
One thing we can do for certain. We can refuse to heip 

,1arxist-Leninist governments consolidate power over 
eir own people . That we can do . We do not need to help 

1 the consolidation of power by commumst govemme_nt 
,wr their citizer.5 We .;h;:,uld n1_,1 hdr 1n rhe communist 

;. if, -., ;JiJut~,-; n of;:-~\!, ~r OYer their cltiz~~~ . :inti . G<"j \vlll­
'H!, we will not help in the consohdauon of communi~t 
,;wer over free peoples in the Third World. 

But. there are some other places in the world wh_ere _we 
ave sometimes helpec the Soviets in thi: ,r co_nsohda_t1on 
f their new colonial empire. We helped, I thmk , quite a 
,t ,p the communi,;t con,r•lidation of rower in Cuha v. 1th 

-- - -·- ·-- . _.._ ___ __ ~ -.~,.\. • u.,::- !. ~~!!.J.\...a.,1i. •• •- ~! .""'!:"~\,.~ "-~1~ 1!•. • 

!n '.'. !r1!1!;~= !he ~. i~J r~f ~~curit~. '-'- ithi!! H. ~::_·h h~ · .. :t 1u!J. 
cvmph::t-: ih~ ,:._-;nsvlidation .:.! \.~ommuni:it r~"";·.,;.·i.:1 \..,n th~ 
Cuban neoole . fhe K.ennedv-K.nrushchev :1greement 
was, of ~ou;se, not intended to, be an instrument~ of tyr3n­
nv. but It was. It was the bigl!:eSt sin!!le assistance ro 
Ca~tro that any country could ti7ive giv;n_ In fact, it was 
more impNt.ant, I believe , to Castro than ail the aid the 
Soviet Union has provided to that country. I believe that 
Kennedy-K.h.n1shchev deal is important to remember to­
day because there are those who suggest that we ~houki 
make similar de31s in other countries. 

Remember what Kennedy promised" He promised that 
in return for the Soviet withdrawal of their plant , their 
missile installations, which were not, presumably , 
nuclear-tipped but were about to be, the United States -

would eive assurances that it would never again commit 
. . . ot pennit aggression against Castro 's Cuba: prom­
ised that we wo\]ld never again attempt to overthrow the 
government of Cuba or pem1it anyone else in the hemi­
sphen: to try to overthrow that govemment. It was quite a 
promise that Vv'e m3de. 

~~O\.V, \Ve thought \Ve \.Vere getting quite a bit for it. ~·~ 
thought '.Ve \Vere getting a promise from Ca~tro th~t then: 
would be no export of Marxism-Leninism. and 3Tms and 
~uerrillas in this hemisphere . And we thought thJt we 
~·e re ge tting a promise from Ca~tro that he would beh:.ivc 
like a good citizen of this hemisphere, and that his Sovi.:t 
friends would also not seek to further expand their power 
in our hemisphere. 

We know that we fulfilled our bargain. never again to 
try to overthrow the government of Cuba, not to permit 
anvone else to. And we know what happened to their end 
of~he bargain . We could see that in Grenada. for example. 
and in the Grenada documents. We could see 1t in Nic;ir­
agua in the FSLN, and we can see it in El Salvador tuday 
in the F\iLN, and we can see it in the steady i1ow of arms 
and men, guerrillas ... to Colombia and Guatemala. and 
Ernador and Peru. and other countries of the hemisphere. 
We dido ' t need to help Fidel Castro consolidate his tyran­
ny over the Cuban people . We shouldn't have done it . 

We helped quite a lot \.\..ith.ilie consolidation of po½er 
bv the communist government in :--J'icar:igua. \Ve helped 
i.i~rnail) Hegutiate rhe JepJ.rture of th t> Snm11z,1 g,l\em-

• ment, which was. of ..:our~e. a very bad government, hut 
that wasn't al!. \\'e negotiated the replacement of the: 
Somoza government by the FSLN. That's the incretl il- :< 

part. In fact. there was a meeting of Nicaraguan democrat- -
ic kader~ in Venezuela .. . planning a democrat ic tr;rn s1-
tion and a democratic coalition government for \1:tnagtu 
tf 1t"-, .... >n lq, • ., , ... th., •b·· l 'n1t~ ... d C..:t .t , •, •• ••r'f'ln'1 ' rt r . , . -

Jr? .--\!I!r:ri..:2!'? h !"" !I":'~ _ ,_h.J!' r~ '"'~'n,1f'1Jit; ~~ ,,;~ ~.!.!~~ °"'°-::: 
h.-~!p,t:d !he FS!...'1 !!:''!"~ ~h:=!n .1 P- ;-· .-,!h~r '-!ng!~ ~n\. ~~rn~nt 

in the "wurlJ hdpcJ thun in lhdt .:ruual mut111."r,1 ,.,;· ,i1._. 
:.-.eizur~ nf ptnv~r . 

Dangerous New Ideas 
And n,1w there an: tho!>e in our count0 v, ho are prupv~­

ing we help them further. Then; :.ire thu~e. Jor ex:.irnpk . 
Senator Chri5 Dodd, ·-A-·ho ~c proposing that :,;.in-.:~ ;he 
Kenn..-:dv-Khrushchev agreement was so su.:cessfui that 
we try it aP-ain in Nicaragua, that we guarantee that gov­
ernme,,t that we won't ever try to overthrow it and we 
won't let anybody else try to overthrow it providing they 
wi!l give us promise~ like Fidel Castro gave us not to try w 
expc,rt their revolution . That is apparently a serious pro­
posal. P.nd it is apparently being seriously considered by · 
some members uf the United Stak~ Congress ju~t nov, . 

That 's not all. Some people have some more creative 
ideas about how to help some more communist gov­
ernments consolidate power over their people . There are 
people, Americans in high places , who actually are ready 
to help the L1nited Nations negotiations bring about an 
~gn,P mP.nt in Afgh ~n-i ctt:1:n, ,,nAfgh~ni~t'ln, in uJhi r h u :J:.. 

would agree to cease any assistance to the Afghan free­
dom fighters or permit anybody else to gi,..e assistance to 
the Afghan fr dom fighters. in exchange for a promise­
what'1 A pro: !?~e that someday !he Sovtet Union may 
withdraw its troops from Afghanistan, J promise that 
someday the Afghans might be left alone in their own 
societies to be governed by men chosen by the Soviet 
J r.,.,;nn 
....,l!J.VLJ. 1 , • 

There are some other Americans who have some other 

ideas about how we could help some other communist 
countries consolidate power uver their hapkss. miser­
able , suffering, impoverish~d Third Worlci citinn, 
There are actually AmE:ricans in very high places who 
propose. for example, to help the government of Angola 
re-open the Benguela railroad. That' s hard to believe, but 
it's true. You know that the first major succes~ of [l,'N­
IT A I Savimbi forces consisted in shutting down the l:len­
guel:1 r:1i!road . 

There .rrc ~ume other Amencrn~ \\ nh ' L1me c-•mer ;L1c'u 
1,ka~. There· ~ :m idea th3r we might heir che c"mm,Jm,, 
gu\"ernment uf M0zarnbicjuc consolidate it ,; power 0 \ ·er 

the struggling people of Mozambique by constructing a 
Beira corridor so that the port facilitie~ of ~l0Lamb14ue 
can be developed and the trade enhanccJ :rnd the S,iv1et 
,11.::iali,t military bit · ,ven a great new fadlity nn the ,•a,t 
l'Pa\t nf Africa . n . :.i re thn,e whn think the I r:,ted 
'-> ,tr, • 1n 1, , .. tn h\' ""n,,·id fn[' n1nn· ,~l ,,n nn)• l· t 1 l l' ·",' 

••~•: :.i! ;; •• ·..:.. .....,..._. [·Lu1ncJ Lt: :..· t·1·t:r ~:v ~i:i hJn ·.;."-,rt;j t•i ,ul: 

•n,:l Ud!r!!.! 1.~, 1.1.~J!l rnr:~ nt food . tn \t,,; ;; rnhi , 11,., , ., ; . . :"' 
1-~ " .. _.t 

\\ ith their e..:, ,numit.: ornbkm~ . r I L';id ihar "'e ·rc !!uir.~ :o 
trv 10 h:.i,·e rh1, rliqnt-,utcd thr"""h rh,.. ' 1ni1,,J N-1,;;0

_ 

a~u rh..Jt it ll1Jy prn,c wry J ;i t1:~1~-'°-~~t :~;-'~ r ;h~;,;~
0

~ 

to the rebeb ,truggling with RENAMO hecame thev 
d()n "t , een1 tn t'~ ac, \~·eH t•rganiLeU . Let n1e reaJ to \n~ 

wha: l'. ~ays: "[U.S._ Agency for Intc:mational Devctop­
lllCJII .--\Umtni~tratnr J-'eterJ l\kPhersor. ,aid he hupt:., the 
Wcstt:m donors can contact RET'"✓ Aiv10 io obr.ajn more 
!~~orn::it!on _about the status of the 2.2 million persons 
avmg tiehind its llnes and get food tu those in need.'' But 
he said. "REN AMO isn't an easy structure to kind of deal 
with in the direct sense you might.'' It's a lot easier to deal 
with a Marxist government in Mozambique. 

We don't need to help the Marxist government of 
Moz:unbique consolidate its power over the people of 
Mozambique. 
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:c!"!_c.::: i.1~5 , :ne m1l1 t3 :y -~•JthoI:'::::-~ :ed by CG!"'.'.:~ur:d2-r 
-~ers; i ~~=~nced ~ t1meta : :~ fer a ~~anned return tu 

-- ,crac~ ~n~er :he time:A~:e, an a;=ointed Nationa l 
:~~b:~ ::~s:st1ng at re~ :~sentati~e;-~f the mili~ary, 
~:~as~ 3~~ 0r~an1zed iat _:. wcult ~ra~~ a new constitucion 

~" r::~;;~c-.c -.d fo~ popula:: :c;:,prova: by :!"le e1,d of March 1987. 

.;e ::·~::.- b85. re9resent:::·.-es of ::-.e r:rincipal political 
. :1es. :.s~ness, and labc: have sa : s: ongside the military 
_:ne == :~c:: ~f Mini~~e::s. ~hich o~e::sees the day-to-day 

: : =:1r s :: :;ovecr1ment, and::; :t,P ic;b-2:2a.d (Su~::emeCouncil), 
::::arre ;; '.'::ghest :!ecisior_-~~ ~ng bo:.:v . ·..;h1.ch sOu1:erse chaics. 
·- ~~~~= :: ~till ~n the ~6:.Js uf :~e ~1 lit ary, which has 
::s~::: _::·::.~o~ern~ent ~ns:::nions '.:>y .~.pri l 1988 a fte:: 

ra . -e .. -:~ c .. :J .. S a.e he1d. 

Jo~e:::e~: continued t c ~xe=cise c~~:ro l over Suriname ' s 
:-~:::a~::y f~ee rrarkec e~:::;my 1n ~386, primarily through 

- -ec:::~:s~ =~ centralize~ :~porti::g :nd distribution, 

.-~~~~r~~~-~~~~s ~~~.~~~~~~: ~~-; :~~1~~~::; :~:~:~~~~~~e~rn~~~~~~; 
~a~e . ei ::, a shortage== ! :,reign exc~anqe. Irrcortij 

•- a<~ .::c:@~sing .. y scar=e 3nj ex;e::s:~e. c·rrpa~ies en3aged 
~:ir~:-: -· · : ~pt:'r-t::?.~g and :: ~_-erce ~:...::.;.~ed a shar-p j ec : :..ne 
• -·~• -":! 

• ... '~~ - :OD bauxite : ~.::·..:si:ry e:-.::,:cvees •.;ere di s::iissed 
- ~~,;,:: : :bs ; however, t:::e:-ployme:-.: - ~:se less raoid:y tnan 
·:=h: :·=·.-e, since compar::es in S1..:r : ::: :- e are forb1dden by 
~~c~_ -~~:~~ off ~cr~e r s ~::~out ~~·:e~~ment apprcva:. 
:~he:~s s . juring the las: ~uarter ~= 1986, t:nempioyment 
··~se = s~ a:ply as a resu:: ~£ an ~~~·;~~ency led bv for~pr 

: ~'.'~ !:e ~=nnie Brunswi:~ ~j~ch has ~escr;yed or.dama3ed 
·· :~ 1 :-a:=~ econo,ric targe:J , :dli:-.::; ::·..:c:dreds cf ·~·orkers. 

~:--:,a:-. ::C::-,: s sit::iation :~. S;;r :na!"e ::e:eriorated seriously 
·:~-1 ~:-: ~3::-ticularly 'i- --- ~ are:. ... :.: :;uspectad ~l ~li n~~ , 

~;e~::...-. .:~ ~ arbitracy a~;-=~~~ Jn~ .... ~e:2:-.":ion. 7his t•..1rn fQ!' 

: : rse ·. ;,5 :Hgely due t: :c-.e br ·Jta: ;:ractices employed by 
"-r:. :--~ -~::"' _.;. .. ~1--., ... 0 

.. .... - - --- e f[_:..: ~.,.; t.:omCa~ -::"'~e dr1.;ns•..J1Jr< 
: :;ercc:: :;~ch .. b;g;~, i~ .. ,;~ : ;.- .. 

: .c~:-s : f --nost: ~t.L':!a n r-:.:- .-. : ::; • .. ·io!a'"::::-.s ~n rec1:-1 1t mon~hs . ~=~- : ;s:-i _ :Segrces. mernt,;:: s cf an e:h:1ic gro,~p desc~r.ded 

· ·). ~~r ~fo~~H: st~!~;:~:;~~ t~~;~~:~:~~:!~~r~:~~;H.:~~~n 
= ~~~ ::-:: ::~. 3S a:-e a :m,- ~: -:s: ~ his :- : : ;iw~r~ -:-~P ::\r ...... -, 

• 1- .. ,;, 

.:. :. ~: _;:'=°.:I.!: ':'.J :.;·_.:-;.J:eC: ::,_: ::Ju.;:-. :: - _;!"'..-P.S ,.. . ;..o ~ ... :,..c-.-.,•:--:-': 

;_~~~~=~ ~}·~~ l: :- ~:: ~epc~:=. ~any i~ncce~t 
=-.=:-. ::e~:-ues. incl·.::::--.: ""'ome:. -=:-:'! -:hildren , -"'·e:-e 
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.- ed ~i' -:::-:e a:::-:: : E:astern s_r inarr.e du: :::.g t:he l ast 01.Jar--c.-
-f h9 y~a ~. s~~~ ~3 2~s~ ~eq=~ 7il:a~e s s:50 ~~re ~ - - -
ies royed The : :-. ::e :1;:i; inn~ l ,:· cr!'~ 1.ln i t:,1 ::c~dern::ed t:hasa 
:::i.-~ -::ns ... an:1 ~alle-:. :r.. :-~e Su!:' :~a~cse Gc• . .:e~~:;-en t to t ak~ s1:eps 
to end ~he abuse 3n~ ~~1ng those rssponsib:e to justi c e, The 
So•.'e=rLT.ent has res~Gr:tded that it will investigate these 
rep?rts. rn othe!:' 3teas, the military cn~:inued to engage 1 ~ 
~r b1trary arrest, :~co~municadc detention. and ohvsica l 
~1strea~ment of ~::soners. ' • 

Suriname s o~fic:a: ::.lat:1 -:ma l :r.~::t•.1te fo:: :i1.L'nan R~ghts (NIMi. 
es:abl1shed 1n 198:,, has proven :o be a gc·,ernment-contro l led 
tody. Sur inamese remain int imi dated by the regime . 

Sec t,un Respec: for the Integrity of the Person , Including 
~ Freedcm :rom : 

a. Political Killing 

~ccord1ng i:0
1
cred:j:e eyewitness _r eports, ::oncombat ant Bush 

.,ei!~oes, i :1c_. ud1 ng •.;omen and ch1.dren. were massacred by the 
~: "1 taL/ comoa:1nq ~he insurgency in easter:1 Sur iname . The r e 
~ave a~;;o bPPn w1":',=i,5pr'?~d report ~ ~f rnili~;;:-y death squad':, 
:)perating on 3over~~ent instruct:0:1 agains~ Bush Negroes. 

~~e army and ~ili~~a are beiiev~d to have ~PPn i nvolved in the 
;.:.::l1ngs . directec ;::: i:.a rily ag~:::st 3·..!sh ::eqroes in Pararnar::: : 
~:;J Mo.,ngo . :n c;- e instance, :: ·:e :iodies :;: i3•.1sh Negroes w,;,re 
:Ju::d on ~he out s~ : rts of Paramaribo , ridd:e~ with bulle t 
~o~es. Du:ch news ~ed ia pub :ished photos arcd videc nes of 
se~eral bodies fo ~~d near the v::~age of ~: engotapc • 
:n : erv1ews with s~:~ ivo rs, as we: : as info~ ~ation f rom other 
reliable source s :~ Paramaribo , :r.dicate ,~at massacres l ike 
~oengotaooe took c:ace in d n~-~~r nf n f" hp- -; i 11 ::inc~ ~n +h.o. 

ar.?a. Conservative est1:nates of :he n~be: :)f - ;i~ili;~s -··­
i<:lled in :he army s :lecember s .. eep are at :east 244. 

b. Disappearance 

:~ere ha·,e been se·:eral credible ~~por~s c~ the k1dnaping and 
i:sappeF..:ance of S·;sh Ne3roes, tut the exac: r.lL'nber nf such 
.:-,.1:;~3 1 s u:-,C\.r.·.::·..P.1. 

c, Torture and Cr~el , Inht:.~an, or Deq:ading Treatment or 
Pt::-11 3hme1~ : 

~he 1985 !nter-~~e:~can Commissi on on Huma~ Rights (IACHR) 
~~;:art on Sur:r.ame ex~ressed cor.ce~:1 over ~:jespread reports of 
::r:ure by :r.e Gover~~~ent. :c a:so sharp:i' ~::mtrasted prison 
c:~d1t10ns rcund :~ ~-1c~ mil•~arv ·-s~~,,~- - --- as For~ 

~t~~:~~~ a 3t~~!: ?~ ~~ ~; - ;£ :;~r ~~;~~ ~ ~ :~~~~~~i~\~~~:~:~~;i~ 1!·--~h 
-~ ~~!d[l' :~:; J : =~j-~ ;~erc:_~~~j. f::~~ ·.· ~1 :~ ~nly ~h~ 
:--~s: pr:m : ::·;e fac:::'::as ." :,; ::·~:.d Sar.::·::'.:.:r.a a ·•truly ::icde: 
!~~ility. ~nere re;~:at school c:asses an~ :~ades are taught 
ac.,'.l "'here guards a:.'.! ad:ninistrat: ·:e author:: :.es are "well 
;~epared _ed~cat1o~a::y ~o :: their : obs. H:~e~er, overcrowding 
: 3 serious proble:r. ::1 Pararna ri~o jails s~=~ as Nieuwe Haven 
~ d Geyersvli:t. whe:e 3~spects are held as :~ng as 6 months 
~ 1:e awai~i~g tti3: 
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~=~::ra::y ~rrest, Deten:1on, or Exile 

Mer; ~~~cr~l ~1 dcly publ i cizad ca~as of ~~bitr~ ~y ar:est. 
=:~a~y s ::~~~alist ~~o had ?~b lic: y cr1tic1zed che 
~.11en: ·.-as a rrested at: Paramaribo· s im;ernacional airporc 

:sway:, the Cnited States for a vacation. The journalist 
-:~ ~a~::y had their luggage sea ~c hed and their passports 

!~scate:: by military police. ;ccording t o the authorities, 
• ·-::·;rn2::st possessed subversi ,e and "destabilizing" 
-~:a::i r e . ~owever, the journalist said that the 

..~i~a::~~ ~ate= ial consisted :,f nothing more than ~nited 
:: ~~s re: or ts on human rights in Suriname and some clippings 

. - Ji;:ct.· newspapers, The jourr,al ist ..,as interrogated at 
•: zeela::jia for several day s before being released. He 
-~ r ief: : je cuuntcy. 

:·;:-.e t·• ~ ::iutc-!1 Jou rnal ist:s ..,ho entered Suri name i ll egally 
:::~er : : :r. te rv:e.., the insurgent Br unswijk were arrested by 

. ::3ry ~:::ce 0:1 charges of espionage . Imprisoned in Fort 
~:3ndia. :~ey were held f o r 8 days befo r e the courts 
: ~:~:ne~ :~at there was insufficient evidence to support the 
_:;2s . :.-.e "ou rr.alists ·.;ere then turned over to i rr.nigration 

.:~~riti e1 . ~~o held them for another 9 ,ys before jeporting 
"-= .- . ,ih: :2 these i ncider.ts highlight t. vulnerability of 

__ ·::d~a:s ~~ arb i:r ary ar~est, it is ~v.e~o,thy that the 
- -~:s 0~~~~~d th~ ;ournalists release in the face of str!dent 

. .... - op;:s~:ian f~om the Minis: er af Justice . 

.. s::ec:=:h :f :he i~s~r~enc; qrew, :he ~ilitary respcnded 
~ s:::est:~= · ac :east 20 3ush Ne~::bes in sweeps throu3h 
·.: : ~Jes :::·easter~ Suriname, be•:dnninq in late July. Mer.ber s 
: ::--~e in~-~3e~t l eader ' s family; !ncll!ding his younqer br o ther 
~: 3runsw: -~. and over 100 Bush Negro civilians from eastern 

·.::~ar.e ~~~re the insur3en:s operate, ~ere detained at Fort 
·~e:~ndia. ~!litary po l ice headquarters, the naval ase. and 
. sE:~!y ::~~~ ~il::a~y ~~s:alla~!onc . On Ch~1~tm~ ~ eve. the 

·:·:=::-:..~en: r eleased 60 of :hese prisoners, mostly Busa 
::e::r:es, f:-;::, Fort Zeelandia. The military admitted tha t 5 0 
;::: 1c:1ers sre stil: being held there ar.d have not been turned 
~~, :J i~~:::1al a~:hori :i es for legal proceedings . The 
':~~ =n~e;: ~as sci:! not disclosed the charges agains: them. 
=~ i~y. ~ ~eg:ona_ =eprese~:at1~e ~f the I~t~rnat1ona l 
-~~:-:-::tee::: ::he Red Cross was allowed to v1s1t the pr 1sor.ers 
.c. :e:embe:: ,ihi le che char7:Jes ·.;ere said co have been dropped 
~;a:~sc c~:se pr:soners released. their names were not 
i1sciosed. a~d they are c:early reluctant to talk to t he press. 

;cc::1!c~ :~ su~~r.arnese law, a perso:1 suspected of ha~ing 
-:~:-.-:::ed = ;:r:me for wh i ch the sem:ence is longer than 
4 ~ea::s ~a~ =e de:a:ned fer invest1gat!o n for up co 14 days 

~:~~~~~~e~~~;~~o~~~; ~:f~c~~~;~c~~~'.~~~b~h~~:r1:d;~f~~c~:~:be 
·.·:~;~=~ -: : ·.==-~~ ~~~ 7~~:-;~ :~~~ ~ :: ~- ~~ 7'!1?:~: ~.~ 

: ,-l ._ : -: .. : :- ! :-. : - :"". :_ ~ -: ::. ~!'"'ti 

:-:--.E:-? ·..:er.;. 
:;1.: !': :"'.. ?:"£> . 

:epcr:s of £~reed Qr compu:sory labor i ~ 

,he ;;d:c::cy cont:~ues cc ~aintain its :r.dependence ond to 
F!'' ·:. ::e :: :.ub ::..c -:r.-ia!3 ·":::en accused ~r sons 3re t·Jrned 

:~· :o: ~~e r~c0r d ~f :h~ NR~ional ~0 l i c e in this regard 
.4 - -~p ~. ::~~r; ~~ -:~~ . ~~ r1 ~~q Pmp0wPr8rt ~n ~~r~st 



pr~~pt:y 3 11sh ~~1~0es ~rre~ted i~ 
:::~ r.) :':".r.·J~~i ·: ~-3.-J ~ ... :' 1_'!.'= Z~~lar.,Ji.:i : c::­
r>nint 

:_:=i ~=~ =? =~te~fe=s~cc 
Co rresp:--r:.dence 

eas:e:::: s:!:: ::-.s.:;".e c:-. .:! :·-.c~d 
~:!"!y :-:-:"!:::"£ ~ =~ a. .::.:::.:-:: .... , 

In 1986 military police entered homes and businesses without 
warrants cu conduct searches. The ?eople s M~::tia and che 
February 25 Movement are organizations which moni tor what 
people say, and act as informers to the author i=i es . ~here 
are . no knc .. n cases of persons having be,,n forced ro join or 
actively support these organizations, thouah benefits de 
accrue to those who do . It is commonly beiieved tr,at the 
Government engages in widespread wiretapping a£ private 
conversat:ons. Some lertPrs from nversPas ~re heli~ved t~ be 
opened by the Government: for: political reasons . 

In e_a_rly 1986, _the Government began jarr.ming Rad:o }Jether:ands 
Carinoean Service, which often carr i es items fr~~ :he Du:ch 
press about: Suri name. Dutch newspapers and jou:nals have no: 
been avai:able :, the public since 1932. and puc:1catio~s from 
the Netherlands do not reach suoscr i cers :n Sur:~ame. 

Section 2 Respe-ct f or Civil Libertii;s, r nclud:i.~ .~ . 

a. Freeda~ of Speech and Press 

SuL ::.;:. a~e~e ~ave :;:,t ~orgotten t?--.e b:- ·.ita! e·.·e;.:s -:: : ~ece;:-..:a:- 8 
and 9. 1982, whe~ 15 prominent oppos:tion :ea~er s ~e~e k~: : ej 
• .. ,:t"!llE i.n ~0-✓b"tlv.i en~ C\J.SLuLly; tht'y c~;-nd.ill c.cc-.....~s;-'='ct ab:: ... ': 
p~b:icly critic~zing the regime. 

The press 1n Suriname is not f ree. The arrests :f :he 
Sur:namese and ~~tch journalists are examp:es :! ~ffic i a: 
efforts t o 1nter~ere with the press . In anothe: case, 
Bouterse h i~self publicly criticized a ?aramaribo ~eeklv 
newspaper ~J r: fa: : ing to contribute ·· co the 3ca:s cf th~ 
rev~l~tio~ . • He ~a rned that it ris~ed the sa~e fa~e as A 
Para~a rib, iaily ~~ose offices were ~urned by ~he army in 
1382. Tw~ rnonc~s . ater. the editor o f the week:y ieft ~~e 
~oun~ry ~~ :ake ·~p residence in Hc ::and. Whi:e ==·iern~e~: 
,:en sorsh~f -S no: direct, locai ed :~ 3rs a~ci jc~r;al1scs ~3?e 

~een ~1ve~ a clear understanding cf what is acce;cable t~ :he 
..;-·.'.;'.' :2!:' :-... ~f:r',"': ..1 :1~ ·-•::,1-: ! G net, :;,.:1r ~~.:;_; :Ur: •r• :~ :--3~ j,:-t: :..:--,g v:-: 
~1 l 1tary develop~ents and fight 1na tet wee~ :r.e-a,Tv and 
ins urgents. Usua ! ly they are car~!ul not to c~e:s~ep c~e 
~~rn:ts, C·n Nove'.:'be~ 23, the media ·.vas f.:;!."bldd-s-:-: ::J pub::z~ 
any ~ews repo rts an events 1n easter~ Sur1~a~e ~~less thev 

i~:;~~;~;~:n::?~;~k~~~ ~~~~r!~d;:~~I~:~r,!H;Hl !~l~) • 
:~~erv1e~:~~ 1n~a~1~ant3 ~t aush ~e~r: ·;t: : ~~~i :~ ~Ent:~: 
~:~:~~~~- :~e ~~c : ~ qene~~Jl~-!:'~~:: ~~ :s ~:·:~ ~i =~ :: ~~~ ~:: :~~ 
-- - =- -- ... -- ~-----·· •• -- ,. ..i,. ... \,.•.J-- --- -~ .J.- _..;.·,.z :: r.:_=-~ :-:-:;: 

-=--~-~ r.'=' :i.r. ~ : .... .., ~-= -··~ i r., j three i;r:.-.3.:i2 .'.:"a.::_ ·J ::2: ... _ :~5 d:-. .: _:.e 
~over!"''-l~en: --:= ~11eC -f-? : ev1s1 on static:-:. T~eL'? ;;.r.=i -:w0 pr-~-,~--? 
ja il( ~dFe ~a and :ne priv~te wee~ : y ~ewSFAper • :~ addi:::n . 
:he ~athc_L~ and ~or av1an Churches each ~ub :is ~ 3 s~aL~ ~e~~ly 
newspater ~~~ch =f~en carry ~rticles cri~:ca~ ~f t~e 
Gover r. riP!:': Th'= :..1.;~ her-an a: . Refo::~e:! Ch·~rche~ ; ·;. blish 
ccmb 1~e1 ~=~~hly :aurnal. 
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b . Freej~~ c : ?sa~eful Asse~..bly and Associati oo 

- - ~-ric~icns =~ ~~S3 ~c:!.:ical ~eetinas wh~ch ~ad tAQn 1n 
~ =-;e s1:1c e :::.=. =c\.:p ir: 1380 1,,1ere rel~xed somewnat ~~ ~ l ··.n36. 

'? ;-:-: :.::ca: :;a:4:y S1='c-:-:soreci a ~a rge pubiic ceiebraci on '.Ji 
- ~.e 7Dtn bir::-.day oi ~t s roundet· , and anotrier organized a 
-~·~rch service :o comme:c.orate the 40th anniversary of i t s 
: . ~nding. Hc~ever , poii:ical leaders are cautious about: 
.,:.;2 :::c lS!.!1g t!":.:s ::reedo~ and hav~ b~~u cat.eful to avo id 
•:- :.:icism of .;o·.rer-n..'l1en~ policy. People may asser..b l e f!:eely 
: : : socia l p~r poses . ~el igious associations, clubs a~d 
::~ :erna! s ~~:e: ies cpe~3~e withaut government inte~ f er-ence. 

: ::e s:a:e of E~erqency. the lifting of which was regarded as a 
.;nificant s :e~ towarj the long-awaited return co :he rule of 

.1~ . was cei~stated on ~ecember l i n most of the eastern half 
~ Suc:name. ~he enab:~ng legislation authorized the military 

-~ =~~=!~:e~ := e~ac~ ?~y ~easures they regard ~s nPressRry for 
• ::,:._res : orat : ::n of orde r in the area. The firs t decrees • 
,~::~~need by the mil it ary placed a 6 p .m. co 5 a.m . c urfew in 
e:!ect :n t~: d:stricts. prohibited gacher~ngs of any k ind in 
-.,e ent:re S:a:e cf Er.e: gency area, r:equir'?d t he surrender of 
... ::.. : ; t i·.rate:~- Yw-:-.ed f::..::--ea;:-~s in ~!'-~e c~u ~t::j,~ (1.J.ter a:-re~ded t a 
,;? :Y on l ~ :: the Stat e~£ Emergency area), and placed 
-~ ~::ic:ic~s :~ ~c~e~e~~ in easte~n Sur i nane. At the same 
: :=e. a :l !:re:;ners ~e:e warned to stay out of t~e area 
;~vered by t~ese decr~es--wh 1ch curiously 1nc 1uded Z&nderij 
-~~erna:1ona: ~:rpo rt. 

-~:f ': ~e ie.t:~ : _• !.cl::' --H~•)n ized :..atvL urqanizir-,;, union 
~~2c:;~~G. ~~;e ~~~ ~t-~ =~~-1s, a~~ :abc= ac~ions, ~~c: :. dina 
~==:~es. nor~a::y ta ~P pl ace freely. However, mos: labor · 
~eadecs c on::::~e tote =autious in their deal ings with the 
;~vernnent. ~n:or.s a~j business 0 rganizat1ons are free to 
,:' ::':lia:e w:~:-. ::1:err:a:: :nal bodies. In N'ovember 1986, the 
:~ cer~a~iona: Ccnfedera~ion of Free Trade Uni ons s~scended one 
'.abcr !ede~a::on, t~e ~~ederbond, for: supporring t~e-Bouterse 
::·,-e:~~e~t. -:-!°'!!:.'ee ?f 5~::-!:-iarne· s fuut :dUu1.. i:-ederc.:~cr:s or-~d 
:~o jus:ness ass oc1at:2:1s a re participating in the Gover nment 
s:1d 1n :he j:a::ing of a new con s titution . 

::1e:e :s free:~~ cf ~~~snip. No one religion is :av:red dbove 
==::y •:- ,: f'_ e-~. --=-~ ·, - · ... P!".:. iiscrim .!~ation aa~:;-ist rr.e~J:,e~s cf any 
:e lig1,us ?• =~P - ~rc : c:es and ~rcgcams ipc~sored by religious 
~roups appear ::: rhe ~e~spape rs and on radio and television. 
~eligious gr: ~ps ~~bl :s ~ ~lthout ad vance cens0Lsh10, ma intain 
:~~e~~a~iona~ con:acts, 3nd free:y organize trips dbr-oad. 
?~r eign cler~y are a::: wed co m1n1scer to che needs of both 
: : ca: ~::'.'l e:,:;:3.:,:a:-? :::-::J reqati c~s; however. i n Ac:•::-ust 1985 , 
?!~~~~ ~aa=~~~ !:= ~~~e~-~~= was ~Xfelled fr0m the ciu~try fo = 

~~~~~~ ~ !:a:~~~::~~-:~~~~: ~-~~3~~~~~~ J~~e~~)~:1c~t,~;~~::~~;?~~ :. 
__ _ :;.-: :-. -:.= :.-=: --:- -•-:-' -', · ~, ··.-~ .. • .1._f~ l') . :.~: : 3 ;.:: ~: .:: :-. c-..,, :. ~:-. .: 

-·•· -- · =- - -·- - ___ -:;:_ ·• -.~ . .; -::--:-.-~::- 1- ; _,.. _ _ ~ - - ·!:c'! --~ 
-,":'Lt?.,...:"='~ >~ :-... ,: .. -= ... -_:.~ ... :...,c :..L.=.-.:_; ,._f. ?;. :;';.:?~ ~: .::::-::-2: ~ eE- !:' r:·:!.· 
M ~~~~ :~ ~ ~~ :;~~~::= ~:=~ ~Ee h~j b~e~ ~:~::..~~~1 ~v ~~e 
exp:1.:..s: c::. :-. .: ·,.:el:er. ~;: ~ :--_aced '::-.at Suri nar.,ese i:-r.i:-::~:a~l~n 
:aw. wh : ch ~!5 ~nac:ej :~ 1938 anj dcesn ' t allow a::ens co 
1~pe3l e;.q:i;~s : c:i 1:rj~::-s ?;O lonqer IT!et ' internati:::nal nor!'rls. •• 
:i:~ s jec:s:::: :nly c::: irmed thP. popular percept:cn that it 
:s 3 -:i ~·, e rr.,--=:,: - ccn:r:: ed organ ·.ii th no independen: ·.-o:ce . 
~: s ~:~ ~i~: ~E !~ ~ ~--:~~ ~o en~e= ~h~ c~~n~ry and t~ 

- .-~:y .. _.!C. 
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d. ~ ~ 00~~m cf ~~ ve~e~t Within the Co~~t~ v ~oreign 
·: ::-a·.:8!, .Emi :J ra~ i on, d.aU R~pa.t 1 la1::-:r. • 

Surir~~?~A ~AY move residences and chanqe ~crkp:ace s freely. 
-:hey ;e:-.e r-3.~ ~y -nay ~ra•JP. l .,br o ad a;-; they ,,.., :_s ~; :: -:• 'Never, ~ ravel 
-....·ith~ri Su::-ir:.ame !S nc•.•.i r:estr-icted beca1.1sP n f f: gt: ting in 
eastern SLi:r ~r"iO:iiH?, and travel bet'"'1een oover ri..r- eni:-~eld and 
guerrilla-dom1nated areas is practicai:y i ~;css :b! e . The 
Goverr-~-nent also has suspended f light s by tr,e ?-11ss1on Aviation 
Fe llowship. which provided supply ~nd tran sio rcarion services 
f or religi ou s missions in the interior. Tne:e was one ca se in 
1986 1n whicn passports were seized by the auth0 r iti es to 
prevent pers ons identified as politi~a l oppcnents from 
trave :ing abroad. Howeve r . when thre~tened wi th :egal action, 
the authori~ies ret~rned the passports ~ith i~ d ~ew days . 

Surinamese ~ay emigrate without interference and may re:urn to 
take up r-es1jence at any time. In genera l, S~r ~~amese 
identified with the previous gover nmen t are na e harassed if 
they ret~r n ~a ~he country. However, those regarded as 
enemies by :ne current r egime are afraid to ~e c~rn . In it s 
19 8~ Reper: ~n Suriname, the IACHR expressed c nncern over 
reports Jf ~.-5.r a ssmer.t, 1nt1m:~ation, and ~r. 5 ~::h? .:: a ses, the 
attempted assassination of political opponen:s of che 
Govern.me:it ·•·!'"lo \./eT~ liv i11g atrvad. 

Section 3 Respect for Political Ri ghts: 
:~ Change Their Government 

:~e ~i3ht of Citizens 

Unti : ~he 1380 coup, Suc1 na~e ~ as a tunc t1c~ :~g jemocracy. 
Upon ta~1~~ =ver. s~uc~t~~ ~~s pended th2 c:~ s:::-:i0n and 
placed ef Eec-·ve ooi.,,:er i z;. th.e hands of a f!·_:--e-~e~ber M1litarv 
Author:ty. ~:esen~:y reduced to :wo member s. :he re have bee; 
no e : ec:1o~s s:nce the ccup, b~t ~1th the :~clusion of 
c :vi: ~ans ::: :he Gover~Tent :n 1984, an of:ic:al policy of 
ret u ~nin~ := an undefined •je~ocratic syste~ was begun. In 
Auq,.:st 198 5. Bout erse. as Cha1rman of the .,1 .. :1tary Author:ity, 
was c-aje 'l<? a:i o f Gy;ern~ent . r~ Janua ry 1 '1 3'.: , :::ie .H - member 
Nat1 ;C'. a l ,; z :;; e::'.b l y was ile'[:O:ntej, 14 membe r s ~- onir.aced by t he 
mili:arJ , a~ j t he ~ther 17 by t~e :abor un ::~s and a business 
ass cc ~a:i~~ :~e Assemcly wa ~ ~~ar•;ed w1~t ~raf ~!~g a new 
i.::: 1.:, :-!s:::..:: :. .:~. . 0n Je:er.~·e::- !'2 , =i: )1 ... ~r,e ~!-::· . .:- :..r-.c-? -.! :hat t he 
draf : c~~E: ::~:1O~ ~~~id t~ re~1y ~y M~rrh i ~87 and that i t 
wcu!j te s~=~::ted ca a fOpular re f erend~ffi i c e approvaL within 
6 :r,c~. --: :-,s. :: -= =.:30 3~3: ,: _ h._.. ~~~n .... v-:.: 8:~(:': i:':'.~ ~ :.:: t,P '":!=)1(1 110 

late~ cna~ ~5rc~ l988. 

ln J ~ :y 198 S, a new Cabi~e:. composed of recrese~tatives of 
mil~~ary. :a~oL, and business ~r~ups , as we:1 as of Suriname's 
t"hr>2 e 4:::-3:j:::')nal parties. ·..,ra s appointed tn 1r::olernent a 
;r:; ~a~ : ! ;:::=1c a: a~j ~c~ ~~mi c ~efoi·~s . ~~ ~ ~3t ~re ~f th is 
;~~~~3~ !~j : ! :he ~~: ~ =e ~eroc~a t~c s ~· s~e~ ~as~=~ te ~~ 
r -~ ...... r ..:.t:-::· ----~j. 

r~ 138~ - ~ ~ ;r•1Qrnm8nt a~~,~i~t~~ c:ve pecs~~s :~ :~~ ~;: M human 
r:;~:~ : .-r::~- J~ :r :~ ~xn:~i:~1 i1t~:e 1~:ere3: in p~rsu1ng 
ir:d:·,·::..:..i~ :·:""?:,3:r.:3 ,) f :-.· .... ~a~~ ~:;r.-t:.s vi::,!a-1 ,: :1s ·-1~t1 : ,)ctobe r 
!:'Sr:. ·1w:-,'=":-. : : 1:1r.1 J·..1:;. ~ed ?"--~-1r-:::.::r:; ~n tht= ca.2e .•i ,::,e Ca1:hol1c 
pt· :e...:t: •.1 ~:J:" l:." -~ ,.!.d f r:·~ S1; :-- : :--.~~e lB :""11",nth"3 be £~ re ~,:> rea:;on was 
~1·:,;,~. : , .:.:-~':.1gat ,r:·~ ·.::::; ;:,~~ ·; _,; !l;ir C'i\. ••; 
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By DON BOHNING 
Herald Stoff Writer 

Suriname's military government 
marks its seventh anniversarv in 
power next week, confronted \Vith 
a deteriorating economy, rising 
popular discontent and a persistent 
guerrilla movement. 

This week, for the first tirnC' 
since December I 982, when l~ 
prominent citizens were rounded 
up and executed, public protest 
demonstrations have flarr.d 
against the military regime of Lt. 
Col. Desi Douterse. 

Bouterse, then a sPrgeant, anti a 
group of othr.r noncommissioned 
officers seized power on Feb. 25, 
I 980, in a dispute with the civilian 
government over their efforts to 
organize a mili tary union. 

BoutPrsP. since has survived 
scvernl internal coup nt11•mpts in 
the isolated former Dutch colony, 
but none appears to have threat• 
encd his lert•of-ccnter governmc-nt 
as much as the current situation. 

On Tuesday, several hundrrd 
protesters - with small groups 
shouting, "Down with Boutcrse!" 
and "Seven years is enough!" -­
marched two miles to the colonial 
mansion near downtown Para.mar• 
ibo, where Bouterse resides. 

On Wednrsday, s,~curity forces 
clashed with new protestrrs, 
many of them studrnts who w r rP 
shou.ting, "No hrearl, no school!" 
Several thousand rlPmrntary and 
high school stu<lrnt <; took to the 
strr,:,ts in protest again Thursday. 

The demonstrations come 
against the backdrop of an 8-
month-old guerrilla insurgency led 
by Ronny nrnnswijk, a former 
nrrny prlvntc whose nttnrks havr. 
wreaked havoc with the country's 
economy and have forced ti ,. 
shutdown of Suriname's all-impor• 
tnnt bauxite industry, which ac­
counts for three-fourths of the 
nation's foreign exchange. 

Suralco, a subsidiary of the 
Pittsburgh-based Aluminum Co. of 
America f Alcoa) announced frh. 3 
that it was suspending its smelter 
and refining operations at its main 
Paranam plant, about 30 miles 
from Paramaribo. 

In November,. rebels had fo rced 
the closing of Surako's mining 
operation at Moengo. 

In addition to drying up the 
country's major source or foreign 
exchange, the bauxite industry 
shutdown leaves about 3,000 peo­
ple out of work. 

Rebel activities also have caus1id 
·----~ frequent power outages in the 

capital and residents report in­
creasing shortages as the foreign 
exchange crisis worsms. 
. In an effort to deal with the 

rebels, diplomatic and exile 
sourrrs report that Surinamr's 
lll -<·1iu lpp<·<l 2,000-mun military 
recenlly has acquired weapons 
from Portugal, including two 
French-built Alouette helicopters 
that can be convertcid into gun­
ships. 

There is no indication, however, 
tl1at the helicopters. reportedly 
piloted by Angolans, t1avc yet been 
usNI ;1;:ninst thf' rc•hrls. 

llna1swijk, 2:i, hns grrwrnt.-«I 
most or his support from among 
Surinamr's 13ush Negro communi­
ty, an ethnic minority to whirh he 
belongs und which accounts for 

about l 0 percent of the population. 
He has 1;aid that if he manages to 
bring Ilouterse down, he will 
return the country to democratic 
rule. His rebel force is said to 
number about 600 and to be 
equipped with only the most 
rudimentary of weapon~ . 

In an offensi ve against the 
rebels late last year, Suriname's 
military was widely accused of 
Indiscriminate killings of Bush 
Negro women and children, in­
cluding entire villages. 
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Concern Grows ()ver Antirebel Measures 

By Terri Shaw 
W.• h,u~;l 111 Pn·1 t F1.r,•h,<t1 S~rvki! 

A Stal:t· Department official said 
Washin.,~ton is "seriously con• 
ccrni:•d" ahont reports that Suri­
n:inw g,,vE'rnment troops have been 
killin/{ nonrnmbatants in an offcn· 
sive agair:-.t rebe{3 in the northeast· 
ern part of the small South Amer­
ican ('ount1 ~r. 

The Surin:·,meE.e government de­
dan!d c1 ,,tate of emergency in the 
region Vfrclnesday ,md urged all 
residents to leave, a source at the 
embas::y i11 \lfa;;hington said. HE· 
s;iid t lie n~bels, led by a former 
Army private named Ronny nruns· 
wijk, had kidnaped local officials and 
causNI s1•dous economic dama~e in 
their att,1,ks nn t,irget:s such as a 
ham:i,,• 111111e and a palm oil produc-

tion complex. About 85 percent of 
Suriname's export e.1rnings are 
from bauxite. 

Henk Chin /1. Sen, a forn1<'r Su· 
rinamese president. now in exile, 
said Friday in The Hague th;1t h,~ 
found evidence of "gl.'nocide" during 
a recent chmdestinc vi!';it to th•~ 
area of the insurgenq. 

"The soldiers go to a village and 
bring out old people, women nn,:I 
children and shoot them. l hav-e 
seen the corpses. They have bullet 
holes in the 1he;1d," Chin A Sen said 
in an interview with Reuter. 

The British newspaper The 
Guardian on Friday noted reports 
that nwre we<1pons have been de­
livered recently through neighbor­
ing French Guiana to the seven) 
hundred r<:bE'ls C(}mmanded hy 

Sec SUUIN;\MF,, i\52, Col. l 

Suriname Death H eport3 

E~ arl{ U.~,. Cor1ce1•r_R 
-~··· -~-,·-----

-.--......... .,.....1t·•·-----· .. -·.. -t::::::;:r1--

1 
• • __ ··-" l Ho:vn-11 } -. nFCEI\-THFf? 8. NRh 

i 1•11 n n. 'llfllr■mu_____ •- ■ Ii 

:fr~c• ·tt) l ............. , -
•"•lldnamc arresf:s U.S. mine ; ,oss 

I '. \ IU 1-. 1. \ l{Jlll I. :,11r11wmc -- Tile dircctnr of till' 
·:- 111·. ned ', 11'11 1,, nw / d11minum Company's 

' ·- { l· ,\I.\ ·t I t h ;1ux1le mi11mg n1w1·,1tin11s 11,;s been atTL's ­

,·d I,.· 111111 1' 11')' poltc,~ rn11l,.· r su~pi<.:im, of l'CJO J)LT<11inr: 
1•1111 i-1·!1,•I·• . :ovc•rnt11L'lll official:-; said ycstcrdm. /\u-
•11• I \k1 iL .. . work~ lllim;1g,i:r or the SURALCO ,i,ine :11 
\!,.,., ' f! ◄ J. 1111 nult•, <':1•;1 of lwrc, was atTt•s1cd S;1turd:11· 
<1 11 I :1 · , 1,,. :1 lin1u1:li1 111 tltL' capiwl for qut•s1ion1n~. i1w 
111 ' :d~ ,;rnl "'I ltt•t'\' at\' i11dica1io11s Ile m:iv hav,.• lwt>n 
,., 11 .nl 111 111(' llll.'ft 111' 1·:,plnsivcs," said Sgl. J\laj. Ed-
.... , ,,I I t.•1111·,•~. drr,•, ·101· 11f 1hL• ~:t:ite news 11gt•11ry. 

th,· .1r1·, ·,t 11101\ pli!('<' lc•ss thnn n l\"l'l'k :11'1,:1· till' 
-1111· :1J11<' ' 11111~· a111H1111H:cd 11 had 1·cl!;ti11l'd co1111·"I 111' 

\ 11 •1 ·11g,1 , \\'lll'rt' n•hcb shut down SUl{/\1,('()'s h:rnxi1t• 
11 1111111--! , p,. 1·.itio11s Nov 20 . SUIV\Ll'O. ,1 whnth· ,,11·11l'd 

111 s 1d1:1n 111 Ilic 1\llllri11um Cnmp;m~' of ,\nwi·ira 
", I ' ( 1.\ 1• i:, <ml' of I w,. 111,ljor produn:rs or h;iu:,i1c for 

•• 11111,;1111 1:··, ;ilwnirw :111d aluminium seclors, which 
·, 1 id,· -111 (HT1'<•1,1 HI' 1111: 1·ormcr llt11d1 col11111·\ 

" · \II 1·:--; c·l1 :1111:ecarni111.is. 1\f.t'l)1\ rdT1d:tls:11 rl11· 

•11 1111 · ,,I' in in Pillshun:ll could not hl' rl'adll'll for 
' <)I II l• Ill . 

SIIIUNAMl•:, 1,;;;m; ,\:10 

Bnmi,wijk, Suri11~111P h:,s t har>:P(I 
th;1t rhc W<':ipnns c,irne from Suri­
uarnPs(' <'xile,-. ha:;ed in the N(•I h­
('l"~'\llils, its former colonial power. 

I he Associa tcd Press rPpor1 cd 
th;it almost 2,000 rdug<>e~ frnm 
the fighting in Sminarnc luve 
crowded into St. Laurent, which is 
arros,; the border in French Guiana, 
and many more had crossed the 
Maroni l-liver b,rder at otlu 
pointi;. It quoted Jacquf's Delpi'y, 
the French colony's regional deputy 
)<!overnor, as sayirg that Suriname 
ha evacuated most of the residents 
o_f thi~ town nf Aibin,1, ;icrnss the 
rl'/()r from St. Laurent. 

RdugcC's and rei,idl'11ts of St. Lau­
rent told AP that some rebels ue 
!JaSt~I !n I he town and cross the river 
111 rniding partiPs ;it niiiht. 

Tlwre hav0. het•n no firm figur<'s 
011 the m1mbN of people who have 
dwd in the conflict. Estimates rnn~c 
I l' CJll\ dozt'IIS ti) 11\llr(' than mo in 
the r('cent fii.{hting. 

Bru11swijk ;111d his forces are 
Bu~h Negroes, de,cend:rnt1; of ( !!-:­

capr<l /1.fric:an slaves who fled i11 to 
tlw nnrtheastcrn region ;il\fl havf' 
!{~)pt irnich of tfH'ir African cultttr<': 
l he Hush Negroei: m;1kc up about 
1 ~ perce~it, of_ the multiracial pop­
ul,1t1on of Suriname, which is esti­
matrri at about :174,000. The pop-

111:it ion 1, 1, Iii I, •; fi:;1<;t Jndi;1,, , 

J.1•: ;111< "; 1• .111 I ' 11 · •II"! , I II 111•11pil· I 

ruixcrl r.1, ·, . 
. ,,,p quolp,f, l;1·,·,,J Doy<', a l'I " · 

rd<·11t of ;;1. I .. 11 , , •·11t, .1s sayinJ:( man• 
1111:irnv·d fln ·, ft NP~'.ro<'s had h(·,·· 
kill(•d by s•1ld 1< ,., . Th«' report add,•, 
t~iat an 1\I' r,' 1 , J ll'r was 1rn;ihl<' 1, 

ltnrl ;111:i-- wit1H• .• , .. , to the n·port,·• 
killings. 

The G11.1rdi;111 sa id a Fri '• 11 v,1! 
unte{'r dof't,)r , onfinned a repl) r1 
that ,(OV<'rt11w •1 1 1 r,mps had kil!c, 
16 wonwn :111i1 , liil<ln•n ne;1r tit, 
minin ► r town ol \lorngo, which !'Ii, 
gov,~rnme11t s;i1, I i1 recaptured frrn, 
the re1,l'!:,. 

_The St.tt ·· I •i>11art111rnt 11ffo·i;1 
said th<' dc·p 1rt ·1 !'lit is nwarr. of r, • 
po_rts of a 11 •.1~ :'l' rt) <>f wom en ;in,! 

~hildn•n, bu, 11 td II(,t receiverl :Jll\ 

111<lcpendc11t !·P11lirm:ition. • 
[n Ul82. l!i ·1• rDi\1111ent oppn1wnt , 

of tlH' ~:,iv,•rn11w11t 1Jf 'Lt . Col. 1)1,~ 1 

floutcrsc m·n· tl lltr<lt<r<'d by gm· 
1-' t'llltWnt hH< <.' :-, The Ndhcrland.~ 
a11cl th(' llui!c,1 Stati•s tht'n s,i~ 
pcud('d aid tu t ·w K<>Vt'romcnt. 

llout<ir:w, \"It,> took power 111 

I !'80, has 11nw pr11111ised to r<'tnrn 
to a dt~111111T1r ic torrn of govt'rn 
rnent. t\ vnt_i· i~ to be held on :l prn ­
pos.cd con s I 1111t,, ,11 in April. 

S11rn1;1111•.· n p,irledly h:is a-;k(•d 
W;i~hington 11l l'l''illlllC aid, bul th, · 
U.S. r(•sponse has been that i1 
would w:iit 11111 i! thf:'rc~ is pro Kn . 
on ;\ return t,) <hiwcr:1ti,'. nil<'. 
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l I Hr:1dl('Y (~rnham 
, ', 11, HI ,,, Pq 11 l·',,,,,,xn S1 ·rvk(' 

, ' r-l,'.1'.1110. Suriname---On 
l , , ( .',. fon:f•s inv;ided Grena­

' " I 1 >I er l \)8:1, ending Cuba's 
i 1f11101H'<' there, Suri­

' • •1 if.t:11:, r.overnment halted 
.. ii t1 i1 ati,,n with Fi<lcl Cc1stro 

, , , ,, , JH{ l uhan diplomats and 
""t. The Re.1!{;111 ,1dmi11-

1 "', 11 , .. !( •d 1111 approvingly, 
1 ,. 1 ttl{' lll<•r<- tlrnn a ye:i~ lat­

I i" I1w'l(' strongman Dc<ii 
, ,,. 1"11,i lw;1 •ls what h•~ rails a 
1 '"•"·y Kovernmcnt. did 

, 1 1 i'l < tli:1t has alat med Wash-
1, RI1 111,,n• than tlte courti11i;c 
, n· l ,t' i11vitr-d tlw Liby;rns in. 

1 •· •ni ,1 vi,it with Liby.111 bider 
•• •11 ·1 ·1 1 ;;1dl1afi. Bout.er:;c signed 

1. 11 1 • q ii in11 {1,!al in 19W, t.h;, t en­
,., 1 I.ii yan tin:mcing for a pro­
d :111 i ,: ;11111~1,,., holdinp; company 

ii ,! 111~11;11r<' aw in1lt.urnl pro­
;, 11 1 ,1th•·r domestic deve]op­
L I \. 1,H . v(•rl quid:ly to open a 
, i • , 1i ·;,.ic-n in Pat .1mariho, 
• , ,1 1 •• 1111·,·rn•~ i 1>r•J11-a1mced 
, }I•' ••: uh} <011front!l a six-

' 1 ~ll('rrilla 1var :1irned at 
, • 1• : .,, v,•11-yc•ar-old ~:{ ,vern-

' I,,:, !i1v1>. cin .·11.bted of 
I 1 11''.' W()i' J'OllS arrivi11g in 
, 1· •" pl,1 •ws to supply Su­
,. t ·i •• •P" and <)f up ti) 200 
.id i: r r·; liRhl'111J.( alo11Rside 
I r 'Ii, II• ·'d ,\inrr ~.•·l• liNs 
1 l'J'.' , 

J" lq ,l..-,11,,1rs lierc> 'l:iid they 
• , )•1f r111a1 i(ln of a larger 

, 1 r, sid1·11t Libyans than 
",, u1r• 1t ·::1ys t'xisl's ··· 1•1 in 

, , 1 ii,v, llw dP\Wlldc~11t!1 nf five 
I ' ·I d1plnr1•,1ts. llut. the Unit­

.111rl hanre h:ivc• r,·~pe:it-
1,, I l111111n1 to Surin:unesc 
, · , tli ,·i r f< ·.ir of suhv:·riive 

r • 1 1 1.il>y:u aw•nl" here, 
•• 1 ""rr :11Jl'nts in1~1wct L ibya 

, ,, , ( .t.i l>ltsh a b.isE· in Su­
' , l, ·11"1 1st op1'ratinn:, in 

•i•· •. ·1 lip Fn·nc:h, whose 
, 'f '11i- 11a, tlw last ,·olony 

, , , 1 i1 ,1•11t, l 00rd•~rs !,u r iname, 
•r , 11J • ,1 (· ,: a11•;e for worry 

}
1 •~1 f1 ,1'1"-'i. 

, 1 n , : ipl , 11 ,1atic so111n~ s:ii<I 
I, , ;, ti :·,qri11:11111' fur ('.Oil· 

' 11 ·< n1l " ·rn ,,f ,ll"~al liher-
1, ·11 PJ>f•. fr,.,rn French 
~ "1in•q1H' :i11<1 (;u:adt!-

t " > 1-:!a11cl p,nst•ss i< ,ns of 
• I ·w • n 1· - ,!net! •Jf :i rocket­
i 1 ! 1:il1• .1 1 I<111 1r1111 11n the 
, , !• 1 , .. 1, h ' ;11i;111a !Ila!<,~-, Paris 

p.irticul.irly sensitive to security 
thre;its in the rngion. 

Surinamese officials have consis­
tently denied reports that Liby;rn 
troops have been enlisted to help 
put down the rebels. They said, 
moreover, that no evidence has 
come to light of Liby,rns using this 
country as a terrorist base. 

"[t is an American problem to see 
ghosts sometimes where th<"re ;ire 
none," said Foreign Minister llenk 
Il<>rr<>nberg in an intervif'W bt'forr 
his rnsign:it ion this month . 

While reluctant t<J disdose intel­
ligence on Libyan movements, for­
eign diplomatic sources here :ind in 
Washington said the Liby:ins have 
been particular ly active in Suri­
name's sizable Moslem comrnunitv, 
donating fund s a.nd distributing lit- · 
crature. An informed foreign 
source :ilso confirmed that "t least 
two Libyan c;-1r1~O planes lancled last 
ye;ir, unloading crates whose con­
tents were not disclosed. 

Defending the J!-iby:in connecl:ion, 
Surinamese officials said they were 
pusf!ed into it by a cutoff in Dutch 
development aid four yP:us a:go and 
by the Netherlands' repeated ef­
forts to block loans from intern:i­
tional financial institutions pending 
the return of dcmorr;icy lwre. The 
Netherlands, once Suriname's co­
lonial ruler, suspended a 10-t•)-J.5 
year ;iid pnck.ige totaling about 
$1.5 billion after the 1982 murtl~r 
of 15 leading opposition figures by 
government forces. 

"We were in dire ·'tr.tits financial-

uterse on 'ti! e· Ropes 
(.'.) 

'.; I" ' ' ly h111 kadily. llil' !!IICn-illa li1rcl'~ 

1., : 111 l{t111111 , · B1u11•,w11i.. .m: :-p1eading 
iii ir ·, ontrol toward Su1ina111e \ capital. 
I ',,r:1rn.1rib,>. In their t'ffr,rt\ to cut off dic-
1;,• , ,r I .I. C\\I. I k-;i Bout(TS•~. the guerrillas 
Ii;,·.-,- ;,t1a1:kt·d <:lcctrit· ~11h·;tations around 
111, , ;1pit.1l. dc,tmying three ;ind cutling thl' 

1 ·, ,w nl' d1.xtrn.: ity to half what i~ nonnul. 
I· 1\ ill 1akc up to three monlhs to replace 
:qu 1p1 ,wnt. Suurccs on the scene helicvc 
11 ,,11 condi tions an: ript'rring for ti general 
·,t1Ji-.L· tll t:vcn an anti-Bout,~rse uprising. 
I Ill' tTon11111y i, aln:ady \ lll'kring from in -­

' 1-,·.i:-t:u liireign deht and low world market 
1>1w,: , li,r ham,i te and t,mher. Suralco -
111•_· Surina111e /\luminu111 Co. - has an­
n ,111K·l'd it will rcJllain c],,,cd for some 
II I1,t· . , •1 ,•n" ·kctri,· J)("'•'r is rc,lorcd . 
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ly," said Cabinet dircct,,r Iknk Ilt•id­
weiller., explaining the opening to­
ward Libya. ''We were b1!in~ strnn­
gled everywhere hy the Dutch." 

Little of the promised Liby;in aid 
has materialized, according to gov­
ernment officials and forci~rn dip­
lomats who ;ittribute the l.1d< of 
follow-through to Gadh;ifi's diffirnl­
t ies elsewhere. 

Me.inwhile, Surin;1me·,, nc·lation ., 
with the Netherlands h:1V{' gem•~ 
from had to wors<•. Last. mon1:h Hnu­
h!rse asked Dutd1 a111b issador llii k 
Jan van Iloutrn to lt'avr in protrsl 
over Dutch reporting un human 
rights abuse~. What part icularly 
incensed the gnvrrnnwnt \\' t,s a ea­
hie from the I lutch Emhassv listin.11: 
15 persons in the eapital who it said 
had died in Anny counterirn;urgrn­
cy ;ictions. The govC'rnment blamed 
most of the dc;iths on cirrnm­
stanc-es not r,~lated to the w;ir or 
the armed forces, 

Not 011ly coloni:il tii?s f·,ut th(' 
pn'S('l10' in th<' NC'i·twrland, ol 
more than 180,000 Surinamese, 
ne;irly half thf· population inside the 
ni1 mtry, 111:ikes this remote nation a 
subject of cl,Jse, oft€'n emotional 
coverage in the Dutch pn'ss. E\·­
idf'nce of the killinR of severnl dnz­
r>n or mor(' wn11J!•II and childrc·n l, y 
/\nny troops during ,111 antigt1<'1-rilla 
offensive in eastern Surina1ne last 
ll<'cemh<'r also rrrrived wid(' pub­
licity in the N,~therlands. 

Surin:imese officials accu,ecl the 
Dutch of complicity in thr re bell ion, 
They also charged the Netherl:ind,;; 

with rnga~ii 1•1: 111 ;in intC'J'11:iti" 
''sl:inder can Ip 1i}tn" int<' ndf'rl to , 
att> :1 dm1:1t1 that would j11~til\ 
invasion of ~11r111ame. 

''Thf• !lu!, h wanted Surin:im•· 
be a n11,d1• I 11f ckroloniz;ition, nt 
deflf'1Hlt•11<·1.• without war, ~ 
Heidweillt·r . :1 former amba%:1, 

to the NctlH·t lands and th<' lfn1: 
States. ''B11t tfwy couldn't sw:li l 
the fact th ;d W<' W('nt our Cl\\l1 w, • 

"Th<' lh1Icli t.1n't admit wr at, 
ind1·µendt•11t st.lie,'' ;iddt' d lk11 
brrp;. "'I ht·)· lhink tlwy ran tak" !, 
In c:ire nt u·, than we rnn 011rst1 l· 
We want ll1,: rn tn 1nHlnst;1nd we , 
feel up with t he ir interfere1icr. ' 
want lh< -111 I<, rc•sp<'ct our lf':iders 
thr way 11••· .in• tryinf( t,i h~,·p 
own ,lt·111,1, 1:1, v." 

The R1·.•1i .111 ;idmi111,;t rntirm ;i 

revokt'd $1 .:, milion d•,llars in 1 

nomil: aid , ., Suriu:1111(: four y1 
:ig11. B11t :,·, ., <:111all W"lture tm, 
fPf•sf;1hlis h 11 •J~ nor m;i] rPl:it1, · 
s,mie f11J1do.; f•ii lili lilary trni1 , 
\\"('l'l' rr,,t,i r•••I in 1 !185. The rn,11 
h:is gone· t, 1 r rain rn t0 I 8 Sm 1• 

ntf's{' ii! 111,111 •11111Jat fun, tion.,, I' 
tkul:irly 11 ·,t 11<' ;ind nwdical f'' . 

u:ition, :1,•, , , -tin.11: t,i :i sourcP f:ir 

iar with d" 1•10}:rnm. 
/\s [1·11-1 1 11, pt'tSi"t with 11 1 

tio11al 11 •< 11: 11 p:1Ilnf'rs, Su1in:1p1 
:rnthorrt11· , r" :1tt,•rnpti11~ to 11 

tow:1rd , I,, :, 1 I i"s with otlwr I • 
/\mrrit·. , 11 111r11,1,s. Thrir h,1pt- i· 
nv, ·1 t·o111,·, ,, 1r·; of 1 <'f!i11nal is11l.,1 

f11~11'11•1' 1, 1 I 11.s,z,· 1,:11l 1>1• Su1111. 11; 

di,ti11t tn, · , 111 l.111g 11.1gf' (lh1t, Ii 
pri11rip;il l~ - p, li ;(·n lint'), t'tli 
rquts ( 111 ,. • '.~uriname!-e des<• 
frn111 E., ... 1 l11di.1n!'!, lil:1<·k Cn•, ,: 
lnd,1111•s1.1 1·. 11111 ,\h i1·an~), rnJ,,, 
r,Jot ,, an, I, 11 trnn~ .. 

i\ n, ... , tdl'ntity comes h:1 
tho1ui:h. f,., :1, 1111otry that ha!; 1ir·· 
Pxp1•rie11r .. ,t 1 li lwr;it inn str11r 
:incl h:is l,11 :,. ,< ·11sr> of nationh" 
Ont• cli1d,-1t1 r -lPsnilwd S11rin:1 
;i;; a l ':ir1·,1, .111 country situ:iter1 

Srn1lli /\.tt1 11, 1 w ith its h<';irt 1m' 

1':mth s,,,, 
"\\'(' ;,r.. , 11 t rvini;( to r<:t:ihl 

moI (' t,,,, , • 11 1 hf· l,;itin /\nw11, 
r0g11111."-; 111 \ ·, il, irwt dir<'ctor Jl, 
weilkr. "( 111 , I <Htr main :iims; i-.. 
int( J,'r.tl•· .. 1, ,, Iv,•"· \V(' hav" f,, 
s• J i ·,11 lat ,.,1 .. 

~,n rn ,11 , .,. ·, tt'ighhors W!'I, , 

tlw shilt, 1 ,., ., 1,11ly llrnzil. \\ I· 

hordf•rs ,,11 1 11,· ,mrth a11d h:i, 
stowed e " ,, ,Iu1c and militan 
sist:incr , ,q , l i~ ,·ountry sin,C' ' 
: l'lSt' e,p, II cl th(' Cuban~-,• 
pn--.;1~nr,, ha I t1 ,1ublPd Brazil. 



ara1yzes 
,~~~;~u ri11a1n1e 

Hopes for ;m early retmn to de­
mocr,1c-y were dashed in Decem.ber 
1982 with the killings IVithollt trial 
of 15 prominent opposition fiigures 
while in custody. 

, _;· .ilwd Guerrillas ()ppose 
;-: . H)ar Al ilita,y ~~uler 

Bv Bradlev (}rnharn 
\\ ,1~1, 1.~1un P• ... t· Fnr , w,n ~ . nit(• 

-----· .. ·------ -
,·1-'.ll-:NGI l, Surinamt~- -· -Thc rebels 

", "111!''' nut of th<' rain 1:,·,rest, overpow­
, ., ,1: I ,ql :111thoritii~s and \;1kmv, control of 
', n:1 rn!'~ 111:1111 rnining own here for 
11, 11· l\l;,n a \\'t•,·k at ye;ir':; c'"nd. hdc)re th1! 
,'\, •n 1 :,w(•pt thnn bark. 

t was HH~ lllCJSt drnnrntir morrent in a 
!'."' •. 1 ilb •s'amp.iign that h,1 ~ piUed a disaf­
f,, tr,\ fnrnH' r ~nldier and his ragtag group 
,,1· j1 n:~l••-rhwlling 1·rib(•i;r,-11•n agaim,_t_ the 
tl' fl 1•ip11lar fnn·(•s of 01'~:i lloutc:rsi\ military 
111 1:· r ;ind si•lf•r>roclairned \pftist revolution­
'",. Tit<' war h.is shaken thi:, :mrnll country 
n, 1 the 11orthenst shoulder of South Amer­
i, ·,, :md h,1s posed the most d)sruptive 
tl ll <'ilt t11 Boutcrse's reign since he led a 
ti' •11· \>f fel\()w serge.mts in a. coup nearly 
:.,.,,•,·n y<'ars ago. 

,\!though government troops have sr­
•·<11<••:I kPV positions m w,1r znnes in eastern 
;111d rc•111:ral Suriname. the i\merican-owned 
Ii 11nik mining operntion in this remote 
1·ill:1ge remai111, shut, choking Suriname's 
JI ·,111ary so11rce of foreii::n C'xrhanJ,:e as the 
il':.Jll'i;(1'11cy wears into its seventh month. 

' ll a desperate se.irch for inteniation;d 
;r i ,t anre, llouterse ha::; !'rnmd little sym­
p.11 h ,·. R,!porls of human rights abuses co11-
i-i1 •11i- to dop, his regime•, while Surinamese 
, ,· 11 i.tl-i l>ittNly ar.n1se the.' Nrthedands of 
111 i ing th<! worl.-i av.ain;;t th,.•rn. 

I lw N..tlwrlands, Suriname's former 
, nl , ,,i i..! rn:i :,ter, rnt off 1:k-veloprnent aid 
fr,· 11 v,'ars ago. It h,rn publicized •~vidence 
,11 11•r-~11t indiscrimiuat ,~ killing- by Army 
'-,1il lir•rs in th•~ t·apital, Pa:amaribo, and in 
, •;i .1n11 vill.1w~s of this coi.1ntry the size of 
1 ;1 -, ,1 gia. wil h a population 1mder 400,000. 
I 11 1 ct.iii. 11 ion, Bouterse las1 moni:h aske1i 
1h Dutc'h a1nb.1ssador to \,~;1ve. 

Now Maroon tribesmen, descen­
d,mts of slaves who fled PortuguE>se 
and Dutch plantation owners two or 
three ,~enturies .igo, have r.illied 
behind rebel leader Ronny Jlnw:­
wijk in seeking to force I3outerse 
out. The rebellion appears to 
present lit.tie military threat, but 
resident diplomats a d Surinamese 
say it promotes political turmoil and 
further darkens Suriname's pros­
pects for economic recovery. 

Guerrilla activity has forced the 
evacuation of thousands of villap,ers 
to Paramaribo anc\ neighboring 
French Guiana. In December, Rou­
tcn,e c~sf imated direct war d:rn1;1ge 
to the e,~onomy at 9.3 mil inn Suri­
namese guildf'rs, or about $S:I mil ­
lion at the official exchange rat!'. 

The mine here, owned by a s11b­
~idiary of the Pittsburgh-based J\lu-• 
111in11m Co. of America (Alcoa), ha>I 
been idle RirKe Nov. 2·0, when 1s11er• 
rillas seized Moeni:(o. Exports of 
bauxite, alumina and aluminum 
have provided more th:m 70 per­
:ent of Suriname's foreign ex- • 
change earnings. 

Before allowing the Moengo op­
~ ration to resume, th,e irovernrnent 
face8 the difficult task of securing 
:!w site a~ainst hit-and-run guerrilla 

attacks. "We have to sit and wait 
until the military tells us it's okay," 
said Wally Kowsoleea, spokesman 
for Suralco, the Alco:t subsidiary. 

Sgt. Harvey C. V;in Ommrren, 
who has charge of the military con­
tingent here, said guerrillas remain 
active in the area. Recently they 
blew away sections of two nearby 
bridges, using dynamite. Two sus­
pccl:e-d rebels also took local troops 
hy .surprise when they sped into 
Moengo by motorhor1t to r::iid a food 
8tore and csl:r1ped. 

·1 ltc llnit,~d States ;m<1 France, ITH:'an-

Asked to describe the situation, a 
guard outside Suralco's bauxite 
crw,hcr waved his hands in a wav to 
8up,gest that things were still shaky. 
A~ he spoke, a soldier pulled three 
sticks of soggy dynamite from a 

1 i1 ,1·, lia·1e ·,v.irnerl the Surinamese le;ider 
11 : 1 le) s,~ek aid from Libya , which is sus­
l"'•·'rrl of tryiniz to f!,;1ahli!,h a Latin Amer­
i, .· 11 b,1•;,: i 11 S11rinamt~ for lerronsl opcr­
.,, w •;_ ·1 we, y◄: ·ars agn, th( Liby;:111:, opener! 
, , , ,i ,lo-11.1ti,· rnic:.,,ion in l'aramnibo. 

11, ,1r r• rsf: s:iyc; ,;ome foreign power$, 
•.-. I i 11 hi! d,·dii1,~:; tc, nami\ have offered 
I·· 1 a :,.1fe ha1•(•n and "~;<'Vt·ral million dol­
l. 1, 1,1 .1b,nrl11n Surin.1me. But he has no 
,. • •111·i i11, lw ::tat:ed in an inte:rview, of imi­
, : " 1: l:1 qt 11e:ir's ttn(·ereniinious_ exits by 

, ,JI,,, s ,)f Il.1iti and th(' l'l11lipp11w:;. 
'] li1•1· ton pk:1santlv hPrP in thr country' 

•~''" Sl llUNAl\lE, A l•t, Col. 3 

, 11 ~ , , :rnpd1C'rc> d!'.e," -:aid the Su­
' · 11:11 wse rhid, whn D ·;~! from ser­
,,.-, )nt to li1:u!t'n:int colonel nfter 
';ii i,1 ~ r,c,•,,·Pr and now prefers the 
•iti~• 1}1 •." {l)lllll,lllilt!f. 

•~1 ,ut, ·n;1. ,!\, i'i pn,nising d1•n1-
,,. , ; ,' i, i·hi, ! ,nm:. ' ,y 1•ar' i1 rwxl y(•:11. 

\I. n 1 :·i1 :r i11:1mr -:r ar i sl<epti r:al, 
. ·, :1 Ji ,11' ,11,t11'fiH, ·d p,1:-;t pkd!li!:',. /\. 
, .. 1 C"•l'l!l. 1 ,1tio,\, <1111' i I dr:ift form 
11 1t 11, h. ,. ~"<pt, h·il 1, prrs1:n•1' a 
I , , n 1111 • olc f, ·,r llw ,1mw 1\ 

~ . . ,1,· 1 t )11t,•rior Minii:t:c~r 
i, ,. \Viki• 11l)(l-,d1 rd·•rrcd to as 
, , nil · ;>p , "~a1111:u;iril role." 

I: ,11tr·i:-1,' 1,!'ft (1pPll th•' possibility 
1, ,, lw ·.1.,,11lrl nm {N prrsident, 

'rl ' " : 1 ·• w lw 1:, "•-;,'ri,,u..,ly ,·on,~, ('nil~ 

1 1 , 11 1lw 1,q,:in)I ol •;i11 ,pnrlTrs. lits 
I' •. 1 ·1u;' <fophu·,· •he dvi!i:m 
, ,, , 1, T 1t i, gov1·11lllH' 1t that. il!'I· 

" , ,1 ·c11rol u•· c)II S11rina1w~':; in· 

free outside the ma in gate. Down 
tbc~ road,, the owner of a g{'1Wr<1l 
store was dosing it :ind loadinJ7, .-ill 
his goods in a truck bollnd for Par­
amaribo. He and other residents 
appeared hesitant to ex:press their 
feelings in the presence of soldiers 
who accomp;inied two journalists 
flown here by helicopl:er . 

Did the gucrrill.1s harm the town 
as Army officcn; r l,, im? "I pc• rnon• 
ally have no complaint," said _gas 
station owner Lenrmrd Oht•rgh. Is 
rebel leader Brunswijk popul.ir? 
''It's difficult to say," he replied . 

Thii; ,s Brunswijk counlry. The 
24-year-old former scri:w.1nt grnv 
up in th,e village or Moe·nRo Tapu, 
ahi·,ut 12 miles east of h<?'r<'. 

Once a nwmhrr of Boutersr.'s 

Whife Drunswijk's forces are c-s­
t irnated to number fewer than fiOO, 
experts on Surina1:1e's varied and 
disunited Maroon dans say m:-tll}' in 
the roughly r-;o,ooo tribal popt1l:i­
tion support th<' revc)lt. 

Th-~ Maroons. also known :J!S 

Bush Ne~(rnes. hear se\·pr,11 
grud~·es rtKainst tlw gov1~rnrnt'11t. 
Since Suriname's independence , 
tribal ciders have sought: offi,·i:il 
reaffirmation of region.ii autonomy 
that the Dutch respt'Cted for morP 
than l.'.00 years. 

Hutt feelings dE>Ppened after thi· 
1980 coup wlwn Boutcrse, espousin).( 
leftist slogans, began settin,11 up local 
''peoplr's committees" as para[Jr,1 
strurtnres to villai:(1~rs' tradition:il 
political units. The Maroons ;1lso 
hl;ime Boutrrse for 1'rnnomir hard­
ships :,llff<'rrd wlH'n llw D11tl'!1 rnt 
off aid following thr l 98t- killings. 

Just whilt kind r,f govrrnml'nt 
Brunswijk would insl ,:ill if victorious 
is unclear. fn inter·,iews, he ha~ 
spokec genernlly in fiivor of frN· 
C'lections and democratic a<lmini~­
tration. 

Bouterse hns portrayed Bruns­
wijl< as a tool of the exile commu­
nity. Rut whatever aid the rebt'ls 
are receiving from groups abroad 
appear:; minor. Photos .of the guer­
rillas have shown a motley group of 
jungle fighters armed with cross­
bows, hunting rifles, shotguns and 
rt'latively few ;iutomatic weapons. 

The guerrillas have rcrrnited 
severnl British mercen,iries. But 
the Army has its foreign mPrc(•­

naries, too. Two former U.S. Army 
Vietnam veterans an· piloting tlw 
goverrunt>nt's sole ltelicoptn - -a 
Bdl 20S recently obtaint>d fr1Jm ;1 

priv;:ite Venezuelan firm. 

:.. 

Parcunaribo 's ll1 iii 1, , r v /1ccu .~r, 

Of 1.4bett·ing Rife ('orruption 
PARILMARIBO, Suriname-­

On the i;parsely stocked shelves 
of the largest bookstore in this 
hapless country, the titles have 
not changed in more than a 
yenr. It. 11as heen th;1t long :;;inc<' 
the store, Vaco, h<1s received 
prrmh1sion to import !IC'\\' 

books. 
Some books do en::cr Suri­

name, however. A pop11lar chil­
dren's series was brou1rht in un­
der lirrni;rs nwarded to business­
men friendly to the military-con­
trolled regime, according to an 
i11du<-t.ry :;ource. 

Simil:1r instane<'s of official 
1irivilcg,!!, for favorrd middlt•-
1111•n ahou11cl in this fnrnwr 
I >utrh colony, with :1t·i· -: ,mpan, -
ing allel{:1 t ions that h1111drt'.cls of 
thousandii of dollars pasi; to ROV­

ernment authorities in n~turn. 
Stories circulate of lari,'W houses 
;ind cxpem;ive cars purchast>d 
for memhrrs of tlw military. 

For yp;,rs, d1arll,<·s of corrup­
tion· have been made r1gain,t 
Surinamei;e administr.1ti<>n:a:. 
Wh1~11 Desi Dnutersf' took power 
ii , a roup ~l'Vf'll yrars .1:~n. lw 

prorn, •:ed to clean up the ,! 
deali111(f . fl11t residents enc, 
ten·d h"rt' now voice ast,in· 
me11 t w I res1mtment at th,· 
p)s ,-,n-r11r•tio11 ha<; readl!'d . 

"1V' 11' ·.-.'e h;1d hrfnt<' w;1,. 1 
ty sf utr , c-mp.m•d to what·~ 
ing n11 1 •·w," ~:iid a lnc·:il 1 · 
ne~~ •1 1. 11 · who owns :i si1:• 
firm. E: .,·laimed a S11rinan'• 
t<:'achn: ' It';: gotten so h:id ,., 
tlw, r,,n ,, ;lT'e nutragrd." 

Tlit• , 1111v1ction on ,t, 
char_![(~, i1 Mi<1mi last yt'a1 
Capt F· 11•1111c• J!oerenvef'n. 
nwnih, -r , 1 • ,.:,uri11;1mr's fiv1' 11 

milit 1r1' , ,11 •rn ii. addt•d tu 1 

•1t1grn:1 Iii 1' , li11~<; to th" ]!'a, 1 

•:hip . 
Ir .~- r I "J: Fnfnff('lll<'lli ,' 

mmi I 1 ,t, "' officials; posin~i 
rim~ ti 11 1 ·I <'l'R srcretly t:11• 

lk,t'r,.1 ,v< • 1 ufft·ring to sell 
$1 1,1il'i1• 11 nn load--- la11d· 
right ; '" ',11111i;11nc for drui,i:-f• 
ryini :i 1n 1.,11 I It- is now ,<'I""' ' 

a I l -1·• ,q ,.·ii ·w11f('1ln'. 

Th,• 11, ,, 11 illy rf'tin•nt pn 
ha:; t il<t I' 1m Lhe ,:orrupti<ln 1 

m1e, i11<11,· ii 111: the dqith nf p11 

Ii,· irr .1ti,,1 , .,v rt>sid<>nts. 
.. lln1dJ,," Crr,h,, 
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MOR.AVIAN CHURCH 
IN SURINAME 

POSTBUS. 

P a 'I. am a .'f. ,i_ b o , F c b ,'t u tlll. y 2 .J , 1 9 8 7 . 

G1tee . .t,,i,ng6 ,ln .the LolT..d au.It Com601tte.,'l. du.tr. . .i.ng .:t/i,i.,6 .t,i.me. 06 g1ta\.1e t'l.ial.'l, 
tc6ting6 and ou.66e.1tingo in Nic.anagua. The woJtd 06 God ,i..6 6u~e.ly tnu~ 

!1•
1hc.n Lt .':; alj ,':; .tha;t the. k,i,n9dom 06 God<.!> bu<..f.t th.1tc•u9/i mucli t'l.i.bu£ati. ,• ,!. 
It aloo oalJ6 .tha;t when one µaJtt 06 the Bcdu .'lu66e.'l.J, we al( 6u66rn. 

We have. he..a ,td 06 tjOu.lL tJL,i.al-6 thtr.ough ma.Hy 1:;oulic.o a11d a.Jte gti.c.a..t.f.y 
e.nc.ou.11..age..d btj IJOUIL example 06 6a,i.th du.JL,i.ng ou66ening. We ohaJtc you.It 
deep pain when you.IL people ane de.n,i.ed the 6ull oppoJttunity to bu.ltd 
a ju.6t, pe.ac.e.6ul and Ch.Jt,i..6-tian oocietlj baHd 0,1 .tltc .tJLan.'lc.edan.t dig­
n.<.ty 06 e.ac.h human pe.,r.oon wlic bcatt.6 ,i.11 11-i.mH.f.6 the image 06 God. Wl' 
know you~ .6u66e1tin9 when ttemµ.:to ane. made to viofa.:te .:the Jtetig-i.uu.'l 
c.onv,i.c.tion-6 06 .:the. Nic.att.aguan people. by denying .:them the 611..eedom 06 

6ull a.c.c.e..6-6 to the ,te.a.c.h,i,ng.6 06 God'.6 wo.Jtd thJr.ough HiJ.. a.ppoi.11:te.d 
pa.o.toh-6 and e.ldeJr..6 in .the va.Jt,lou.6 local c.hu1tc.hu. We 91t.i_e.ve. oven the. 
mean.6 06 intimidation, phy6ical haJta6:6ment and c.en6oJt:6hiµ tl11tough 
whic.h the c.huJtc.he:6 aJte being peJtJ.iec.uted. The e.xpulbi6n 06 µJt,i. e6t), 
.the Jtaidlng 06 c.huJtch &66ic.e:6 and the home.6 06 chuJtch leadeJt6 aJte 
unthinkable. JtepJtoac.he6 to Ch1tl6.t'6 people and thu6 to ChJti6t Hlm~el6. 
The ba.~age 06 di6toJttlon6, :6lande~ou6 ln6ult& an~ lnnuendo6 at home 
and ab~oad by 6ome JteplT..e6entatlve6 06 the clvll gove~~ment l6 mo6t 
de.91tading. 

We app~eciate that you·have attempted to maintain a climate 06 ~utual 
Jteopect with the clvlL gove~nment 40 that the Chu~ch can play it! 
God-oJtdained Jtote ln the Jtebuilding 06 you~ count~y. We pJtay 601t 
mo.Jte 6uc.ce66 in thl6 JttgaJtd, 

We. heJte in SuJtlname .&ee 6ome 06 the~e pJtoblem-0 com..C:.ng ln au.tr. bcit~~•,?,d 
c.ou.n.tJty and can iden:ti6y 1A1,i.th .t>ome 06 yow't .t>u66e1t,i.11.g. Though d<-6oe'l.i119 
in many way:6, ouJt ~evolu.tlonah.y pJto·c.e:66 hct .6 bJtough:t w-<.tli -i..t ma.1t~1 :, i.mi. ­
taJt p1tobte.mo whic~ not only a1(6e.c..t the people, bu..t :the. c.hu.tr.c.h<:~ a.6 
weR.f.. ' • 

We want to aJ.iouJte youJt ' o6 ouJt :6olidaJti:ty with you . We will Jtrgufa~(y 
Jtemembe.1t you. in ouJt p1taye.1t1.>. May ouJL .t>ove.~eign Lo!td gJta.nt peace .to 
youJt tand -60 that the. bu,i.ld,i.ng 06 Hi.6 Kingdom and the p1to6pe~,i.11g 06 

H,£ .. 1·Go1.>pe..e. may 6lou.Jti.6h. May He. 91tant you Jte.l.ie.6 6Jtom tlH ma11u 'l e _,_ 
.t.1i.-C:c.t-iono r-tac.e.d upon you.It c.hu.1tche.o, theilt l.e.ade1t._\ and the pl.1..l'f-1L' l'6 
N,i,c.aitagu.a .i_n ge.ne.Jtal. May H,i~ 911.a.c.e, woJtking :th.Jtough you, b1r.i._119 a 
ju-6.t and .f..a!)ting Jtuoi..ution to th.e. 6..i..ghting .that c.au6e6 60 mcrny lt\..'L.'l 
to be .e.01t and 60 much ~u66e.Jting. 
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Th-l.6 te.t.:t.e.tc. 06 1.iol-ldatc.,lty )._1., being made. pu.bl)._c. )._11 the. va1t.<-01n t'.a,zguagu 
06 ou11. la.nd 1.io that the 6a-lth61.d:. -ln auJt. Jt.e.,~pe.c:t.<.ve. c.ong1te.gatio11j artd 
a.1., ma.nlj a.J.i po.61.ii b.le -ln ou.lt c.ou.n.:t.Jt.y will k.now wha,t <. ,!, c.c.tualty luippcn-i.ng 
to the.itc. btc.othe1t.1.i and 1.ii4tetc.1.i in N-lca1t.agu.a. 

• We enc.ou.Jt.age you to make c.ontac.t with u6 in whateve.Jt. way po.6jible. a,td 
we wi.U: do :the. 1iame. :that we. may be.tte.Jt. kno ,,1.• and pl!.a!f 601t. eac.Ji oth1:'l. 

The Provincial Board 
of the Moravian Church 
In Suriname 

ReT.R.lii'°;7olanen, Vice Chainnan 
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CARlf~EWS FEBRUARY 1987 

CARINEWS WAS NOT PU8LlSHEU DUKING THE MONTHS OF DECEMBER AND JANUARY, DUE TO 
UNFOREITT:EN CIRCUMSTANCES, \\'HIGH LED TO A SERIES OF DEVELOPMENTS AFFECTING ALL 
OPERATIONS OF PARTNERSHIP FOR PRODUCTIVITY /INTERNATIONAL. IN UECEMJ1EH, THE 
U.S. AGENCY FOR INTERNATl ONAL DEVELOPMENT AND CARE (COOPERATIVE AMER I CAN RELIEF 
EVERYWHERE), A NEW YORK-BASED PRIVATE VOLUNTARY ORGANIZATION, AGREED THAT CARE 
WOULD TAKE OVER THE MANAGEMENT OF ALL OF PARTNERSHIP FOR PRODUCTl VITY' S 

OVERSEAS A.I.D. FUNDED PROJECTS, WHILE PFP'S U.S. AND SOME OTHER PROJECTS WERE 
BEING PHASED OUT. ACTIVITIES AND SERVICES FOR THE CARIBBEAN AND LATIN AMERICA 
PROVIDED BY THE PARTNERSHIP FOR PRODUCTIVITY INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND INVESTMENT 
CENTER IN MIAMI IN THE AREAS OF MARKETING, SALES, COMMUNICATIONS, CARlNEWS, AND 
WOMEN'S ACTION FOR PROGRESS ARE NOW BEING OPERATED BY TRABART INTERNATIONAL, 
INC., A FLORIDA-BASED CORPORATION. SUBSCRIBERS TO CARINEWS WILL CONTINUE TO 
RECEIVE CARINEWS WITH AN ADDITIONAL TWO MONTH CREDIT. 

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO VOTERS RECENTLY ENDED THE 30 YEARS' REIGN OF THE LA.TE DR. 

WILLIAMS' PEOPLE i S NATIONAL MOVEMENT IN THEIR COUNTRY BY SWEEPING IN THE FORMER 
OPPOSITION PARTY, THE NATIONAL ALLIANCE FOR RECONSTRUCTION. THE N.A.R., HEADED 
BY 60 YEAR OLD A.N.R. ROBINSON, WON 33 OF THE 36 SEATS IN THE TRINIDAD HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES. ROBINSON PLEDGED TO DIVEST SOME STATE OWNED INDUSTRIES AND TO 
ENCOURAGE PRIVATE INVESTMENT. 

IN JANUARY, THE FORMER DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER OF GRENADA, BERNARD COARD, HIS 
WIFE PHYLLIS, AND TWELVE OTHER FORMER GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS AND INDIVIDUALS WERE 
SENTENCED TO HANG FOR THE MURDER OF FORMER PRIME MINISTER BISHOP DURING A COUP 
lN 1983. THIS ACTION EVENTUALLY RESULTED IN A U.S. LED INVASION OF THE EASTERN 
CARIBBEAN IS LAND AND THE RESTORATION OF DEMOCRACY TO THE ISLAND. 

REPRESENTATIVES OF 12 CAMBBEAN BASIN SUGAR PRODUCERS EXPRESSED "CONSTERNATION" 
TO THE REAGAN ADMINISTRATlON OVER THE 41 % CUTBACKS IN THEIR 1987 COUNTRY SUGAR 
QUOTAS BY THE UNITED STATES. BY FAR THE HARDEST HIT COUNTRY IN THIS U.S. MOVE 

IS THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, WHICH IS EXPECTED TO LOSE BETWEEN US$45 AND $60 
MILLION. 

LAST MONTH, U.S. SECRETARY OF STATE GEORGE SCHULTZ ACCUSED SURINAME'S MlL1TARY 

LEADERSHIP OF "GROSS VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS" AFTER THE MILITARY WlPim OUT 
SEVERAL VILLAGES IN EASTERN SURINAME INHABITED BY "MAROONS", DECENllANTS Of 
FORMER RUNAWAY AFRICAN SLAVES. AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL REPORTS THAT 250 MAROONS 
HAVE BEEN KILLED BY THE SUJ:UNAME MILITARY GOVERNMENT TROOPS OVE.R '!HE .PAS1 THRf..E. 
MONTHS. U.S. STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL CHARLES REDMAN SAID, "WE HOPE THAT THE 
INTERNATIONAL COMMUN I TY WII,.L JOIN IN CONDEMNING THESE ACTIONS IN SURI NAME. 11 

RONNY BRUNSWIJK, HEADING tip'· THE SURINAME JUNGLE FREEDOM FIGHTERS, IS A DIRECT 
DESCENDANT OF THE MAROONS. AT PRESENT, THERE ARE SOME 6,000 SURINAME MAROON 
REFUGEES IN THE NEIGHBORING FRENCH GUIANA. THE FRENCH AND DUTCH GOVERNMENTS 
ARE PHOVIDING HUMANITARIAN SUPPORT TO THE REFUGEES; THE FRENCH HAVE BEEN FLYING 
lN SPECIAL SUPPORT SERVICE TENTS AND FOOD SUPPLIES. THIS MONTI!, ALL OF THE 

ALUMINUM CO. OF AMERICA'S OPERATIONS IN SURINAME, VALUED AT U.S.$500 MILLION, 
WHICH I·NCLUDE BAUXITE, ALUMINA, AND ALUMINUM FACILITIES, HAVE BEEN SHUT DOWN, 
FOLLOWING THE RECENT DISTURBANCES IN SURINAME, ALCOA'S PRESIDENT OF ITS SUR.ALCO 
OPERATIONS STATED THAT ALCOA WOULD NOT REOPEN THE PLANTS UNLESS GUARANTEES FOR 
SAFETY COULD BE ASSURE!). THE SURlNAME FREEDOM COALITION IN THE U.S. RECENTLY 
REPORTEU STRONG U.S. GOVERNMENT AND PRIVATE SUPPORT FOK BRUNSWIJK'S EFFORTS IN 
ENDING THE LEFTIST UlCTATORSHl P AND INITIATING FREE ELECTIONS. ON THURSDAY, 
FEB. l. 2, SURINAME'S PRIME Ml NI STER AND FOUR CABINET MEMBERS FORCIBLY RESIGNED 
AS SURINAME'S ECONOMY CONTI NU EU DETERIORATING. 
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100 S1000 
for the 
Ma1i1t1es 
·pat Buchanan, though he is no 

longer chief of communica­
tions in the White House, is 

__ i;ti II busy prescribing 
strong medicine for Ronald Reagan. 
In a memo to the president which 
hai; been published in Newsweek, 
Pat has told Mr. Real!an that his "fi­
nal option" is to tum the Sandinista 
account in Nicaragua over to the U.S. 
Southern Command - "nnd hold 
Con~ress accountable for the cost in 
American blood of using U.S. Ma­
rines \o secu:rc vital interests which 
Nicaraguans had volunteered by the 
thousands to secure themselves.'' 

Pat is only speaking common 
sense when he says the Daniel Or-
\ega regim,~ in Nicaragua ought not f 
to survive the Reagan presidency. 
But there arc a number of things to 
consider before sending in the Ma­
rines. Congress has fidgeted nnd fid-
dled so long with prnvidmg piddling 
sums to the Contras that Mr. Ortega 
has had ample time to dig himself in. 

Writing in the 1987 Almanac of 
Seapower, 'frevor Armbrister, a re­
cent visitor to Ma11agua, has detailed 
what the Soviets have poured into 
Nicaragua to dwnrf anything the 
Contras may have. The Sandinistas 
have 152 tanki;, 56 armored vehicles, 
and 172 armored personnel carriers. 
For their part, the Contras have no ,' 
tanks, and when tlwy trnvcl it is by 
mule or on foot . 

We could, of coun:e, move smartly 
into the hu:;incr.,s of providinR the 
Marines with the- nrmor imd fire 
power nE::ecled to defeat Ortega's 
standing army of 65,000. But we are 
talking about acting in a time span 

m .. 

- --___ , ______ _ 
A lot of things can be 
done to pressure A,fr. 
Ortega. ff the 
Brezhnev Doctrine 
that all socialist 
conquests n-1ust be 
considered irreverslble 
can be serioilsfj,-·' 
undercut, talk about 
the Marines could be 
left to another time. 

-----------

THURSDAY, APRIL 9, 1987 I PAGE .· 

of less than two \'c:u ·s in which the 
Democrats will lime control of the 
military purse strim~s. 

Last yem~ accord111Q to Mr. Arm­
brister, the Sandi11ist.is recci\'ed the 
so-called "flyinQ I nit·k" helicopters 
thnt c:m cnrry as 111;,ny as 32 troops, 
which gives; them a tremendous ad­
vantage in mohilit~·-

Soviet Bear rc, 011nai,nncc planes 
arc alrcad Nkaragu.-i and have 
begun fligh1:; that skirt the western 
United States. 

The big question is whether the 
Southern Comm~md that .1t Bu­
chanan speaks abom rnuld be made 
ready inside thL' remaining 21 
months of the Rl'll~'.:111 presidencv to 
de:il with tile fl \' ing t nicks ihat 
would be \\·ailing· fnr \hem at the 
Hondurnn hot'dt·1; 

Mr. Reagan lws ilw power to send 
the Marines i11111 Nic.iragua for 60 
days with()ltl m:ldng Congress for a 
by-your-leave. But wlwt would hap­
pen if the will' \\l' )'(' I (I lllll\'l' in to a 
lasting jungle irnpm.;s,·' Tht· pres­
i: cknt would h:t\'1' to !;ill h11ck on :1 

patriotic 11ppcal lo C1111g1 'css not to 
let him down in the m1ddlc of a fight. 
But the patriotic ,1ppcal would be 
running into a term end. with the 
White House up fol' grahs and the 
next Congrci;s l'lllirl'l\· uncertain . 

The better part of valor is not to 
talk about the M:irines just yet. ,. 
I As long as the ( ' 011 tr.is cm, he kept 1 

in the field \he Sa11di11istas can he 
confined to Nicaragua. Meanwhile, 
a lot of things can he done t<> bring 
pressure lo be.tr 1111 M1: Ortega. Mr: 
Reagan could hreal< rL'iatiot'ls with 
the Sandinista regime. I le c6uld let ·• 
enough arms go to the anti•Castro 
guerrillas in SurinmnL' (the former 
Dutch Guiana) to cloi;c off a 
southern approach to the Caribbean. 
He could folio\\" through in 
Al'ghanii;tan and An~ola hr provid­
ing more Stinger w(•apons toi knock ,; 
down Soviet planes. (The Stingers in "· 
Afghanistan have had a hit ratio of '' 
better than 50 percent.) Mozam-
bique is anorher Hmg:111 opportu-
ni ty, if only the Srutc lkparti-nent 

, would change its policy toward that 
~ country's Marxist government. 
'· If the fk<'Zhnc•v l>ocrrint· tlmt ti ll 
sodalii;t conquests must be consid­
ered to be irreversible can be seri-
ously undercut in Angola, Mozam- . 
hique, Afghanistan or Suriname it I,-:-­
would be a sufficient handwriting on , 
the wall fort he Santlinii;1as. Mr. Rea- :: 
gan could then go out of office with 
the satisfaction that he had left ◄; 
thingi; in good shapt• for the next ·: 
administration. And talk about the • 
Marines could he left to another 
ime. 

John Chamlwrlai11 is a •"''iri11allv 
syndicated col,1111111.-.1 • 
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Suriname refugee rate 
alariris rights activists 
THE ASSOCIATED PFIESS Ronnie Brunswijk, 25, a Maroon 

Human rights groups are worried whose rebels launched attacks on 
about thousands of Bush Negroes the military regime of Col. Desi 
who live in Suriname or have fled Bouterse last summer. 
across the border to escape civil war Col. Bou terse, a former army ser-
and human rights abuses in their geant, took power in a 1980 coup that 
South American homeland. overturned a parliamentary system 

Roughly 9,000 Bush Negroes, de- of government five years after the 
sccndants of African slavc·s concen- nation had attained independence. 
traled in the eastern remote jungles Holly . Burkhalter of Americas 
of Suriname, a former Dutch colony, Watch, a group that monitors human 
have sought refuge in French Gui- rights in Latin America, said the 
,ma, an oversea~ dcpartrljlent .of situation in Suriname is "scary," par-
Francc. • ·' ,,,. ~- '' " t}c.ularly becnusc "nobody knows 

The numbers of a~:ylum seekers What is going on in the interior" of 
have declined sin.ce their :l::lighest the country. ' 
levels in late 1986, but a private hu- -,•w-■•f,-■ ______ _ 

manitarian group estimates that 20 '"'Th • fl• hf 
to JO people cross thi: bortler da\tY, I ' .1. 1 err 1g · . . . 
settling primarily in carr1p~;along - COflSfifufeS a new and 
tho Maroni River. • • • 

"Their flight ... constitutes a new 'rapidly developing 
and r:-ipidly developing refugee fi • • · " 
situation in the W€:stern. J-Ien;1)-. . . re_ ugee SlfllallOn ln 
sphere," wrote ,Tos,!ph Cerquone in a the West. 
report for the· U.S. Com1nittee OJ} 
Refugees, a private orgart'ization • __ , ___ _ 
that seeks to help refugees around . Mr. Cerquone visited the refugee 
the world. camrys in French Guiana for two 

'The' B1W1 Negroes, all!ftrnt'towh'a's .. .. 'r'n:tmths 'l:!arlier thts year, lnter.view­
Maroons. comprist: about onc-l~ighth ing people who told him of killings 
of Suriname's·populatfo:n of'4po,ooo.· ·iand • strafings · <if ctvililtns , by 
Staie '.r..>epartment officials say they ,S-lirinamese governmerlt ail·craft. • 
have been the victims of human Mr. Cerquone said about half the 
rig~11s viplatiol'J.'> :»ince civ.ij strife ,, ~dugeerin French: Guia11a, are liv-
eruptt:,d ip Suriname last year. • . . 'l~g in tent c~mps or ma former Jc~er 

"The huh1an rights situation in colony, whrle the rest stay w.1th 
Suriname detcriora1·cd seriously in friends or rcl~tives. . 
rnid -1986; in the a1·ens of suspected . ·•Most <if the refug1:es arc healtl7y, 
killings, disappearance, arbitrary and medical care is good;' IJe wrote 
arrµst und detention," ttw State De- in his 24-,Page repo1:.t. France has 
partrncnt said in its 1~86 hu,man borne the cost of carmE: for,the ref-
rights report, which was released in ugees, which amounts , to about 
l·ebruarv. . $500,000 a month, according to a 

It s<1-i<l tht; Surinamese' <,rmy has State Department 9fficial. Addi~ion· 
t n~agcd in ''brutal practices" in its ally, the !'1etherla11ds has provided 
effort to combat the insurgency of some assistance. 
_________ , __________ , _________ , ___ _ 
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Libyan In the Caribbean 
Venezuelan secL and immigration 

authorities have issued an alert to their 
countetparts in the Caribbean region warn­
ing that a Libyan agent, Abdul Salaam 
Ashur, has again been spotted in the area. 
His precise mission is not known but he is 
believed to k acting as Col. Muammar 
Qaddafi's personal emissary, dispensing 
largess to revolutionary and militant 
groups. The pretext appears to be Qaddafi's 
pl~ to :iponsor a major gathering of revo­
lut1onanes to celebrate the 100th anniver­
sary in Jll:lY of _the birth of Marcus Garvey, 
the chansmat1c, Jamaican-born radical 
whose theories funned much of the basis 
for the U.S. black militant movement. 

Under a Cuban initiative that began in 
1984, many of these Caribbean and Central 
American Marxist groups already have 
been brought together in two organizations: .. 
the Anti-Imperialist Organizations of the 
Caribbean and Central America (which in­
cludes the Cuban Communist Party and 
parties from other countries) and the Carib­
bean National Movement, led by leftist 
groups in Dotnirlica, Antigua and St. Lu­
cia. Representatives of a number of these 
~ups have been. going to Liqya via Cuba 
for several years. ' 

Ashur was ·expelled from Suriname in 
January, after I pressures on dictator Desi 
Bouterse persuaded him to end Ashur's 
operation involving a terrorist training 
camp ~ong the borde,r with French Guiana. 
The Libyans Wf't'e training revolutiohaties' 
~om_ Fren~h Guiana in sabotage and assas-
smation. • • 

1 • • • • 1• · ·, '1 11 

But expulsion from Suriname did not. 
end Ashu:r's mission in the region. In early • 
February, he arrived in Caracas, Venezuela, 
on a transit visa headed for il-inidad and 
To~ago. The Venezuelan Foreign Ministry, · 
which had issued the visa inadv~rtently, ' 

I • •t I I •' • 

rev?ked it and deported Ashur, wh0 lefron 
a ~rght f~r Madrid and Rome. During his 
bnef s~y m Venezuela, Ashur met with two• 
othe! Libyans, who quickly left the collntry, 
Their w~ereab_outs is unkno\>,fn. , 

Intelligence sources are convinced that 
Ashur's real purpose is not to honor the 
memory ?f Garvey but ~o nurture and pro­
mote Canbbean revolutionary and terrorist ., 
m~:v~ments and, with ofli.:rs of monev,. 
~arnmg and rums, bring them undC'r Ulff,.. 
1~fluence of, Ljbya. In return thc~e Ca­
nbbean militants would owe Qaddafi fa- • 
~ors, ~u~h as terrorist attacks on U.S. tour- , 
1sts, rurhf1:es and businesses. 

1 
• 
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DEVELOPMENT INTERNATIONAL, A NEW BI-MONTHLY PUBLICATION DESI ( l ED AND 

WRITTEN FOR DEVELOPMENT PROFESSIONALS, IS REC ~IVING LAUDATORY COMMENTS 
FROM MANY OF ITS FIRST TIME READERS. THE MAR./APR. ISSUE'S SPECIAL 
FOCUS ON PRIVATIZATION CONTAINS INSIGHTS OF THE REAGAN-THATCHER DOCTRINE 

ON PRIVATIZATION AS APPLIED TO AFRic,:,. SUBSCRIPTi o t; INFOR,'{ATIO~~ IS ! ~ 
I u . /AVAILABLE 
' V 

FROM DEVELOPMENT 

VA 22209, USA. 

INTERNATICt1P.l...: 1111 N. 19TH ST., SUITE 400, 
• ARLINGTON 

THE NEW YORK-BASED 11 TRICKLE UP PROGRAMn ( TUP), FOUNDED IN 197 9, BY GLEN 

AND MILDRED LEET, HAS EXPANDED STEADILY. TUP IS AN INDEPENDENT, NON­
PROFIT ORGANIZATION WHICH CREATES NEW OPPORTUNITIES FOR SELF EMPLOYMENT 
AMONG THE LOW INCOME POPULATIONS OF THE WORLD. BY THE END OF 1986, 2,958 
BUSINESS ENTERPRISES HAD BEEN STARTED OR EXPANDED BY THE TUP PROCESS IN 
SEVERAL COUNTRIES, WITH GRANTS TOTALLING SOME US $300 ,000. FOR MORE INFO. 

WRITE: TRICKLE-UP PROGRAM, 54 RIVERSIDE DR., PHE, NY, NY 10024, USA. 

SOURCE: RESEARCH/PRESS 

SUBSCRIPTION INFO: US$24.00 ANNUALLY 
PAYABLE TO: TRABART INT'L. INC. 

CARINEWS 
P.O. BOX 527643 

MIA.~I, FLORIDA 33152-7643 USA 

PUBLI SHED MONTHLY BY: 

CARINEWS 
THE BUSINESS NEWSLETTER FOR A DEVELOPING WORLD 

VOLUME V, NO. 3 APRIL i987 

THE U.S. AJW !-L<'\NY OTHEH. GOVERNMENTS APPLAUDED HAITI 'S MAR. 30 REFERENDUM 
ON A NEW CONSTI~UTION. HAITIAN MINISTRY OF INF0RHATION FIGURES SHOWED 

99. 8% OF VOTERS APPROVING THE NEW CONSTITUTION. ·T HE CONSTITUTION, WHICH 
TAKES EFFECT THIS MONTH, REMOVES THE ..ELECTORAL CONTROL FROM THE 
PROVISIONAL NATIONAL COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENT HEADED BY GEN. HENRI NAM.PHY. 
LOCAL ELECTIONS ARE SET FOR JULY, · AND ·LEGISL ATIVE AND PRESIDENTIAL 
ELECTIONS FOR NOV. THE DEMOCRATIZATION PROCE SS · WILL BE COMPLETE FEB. 7, 
1988, WITH THE INAUGURATION OF A NEW PRESIDENT • . 

THE TRADE UNION COUNCIL, THE MOST POWERFUL AND LARGE ST TRADE UNION IN 

THE BAflAVAS, IS REPORTEDLY GOING TO SUPPORT THE OPPOSITION FREE NATIONAL 
PARTY IN THE AUGUST NATIONAL ELECTIONS. THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT OF SIR 

LYNDEN PINDLING HAS COME UNDER INCREASED CRITICI SM , AND A MAJOR UPSET IN 
THE ELECTIONS IS PREDICTED. 

ORGA1HZERS OF THE PAN AMERICAN GA.MES, TO BE HELD AUG. 7-23, IN 
INDIANAPOJ IS, ARE - IN A DILEMMA OVER THE POSSI BL E PRES ENCE OF CUBA'S 
PRESIDENT • CASTRO. HAVANA WILL HOST THE NEXT GAMES, AND CUSTOMARILY 
ITS HIGHEST v ... tICIAL WOULD CLOSE THIS YEAR I S GAMES. THE U.S. STATE DEPT, 
HAS NOT YET SANCTIONED SUCH A VISIT AND • I & RE VI' 'rlING SECURITY AND 

LOGI STICAL PROBLEMS. THE VISIT COULD , nvw VL R , PRESENT A UNIQUE 
OPPORTUNITY FOR• THE ADMINISTRATION TO !JAVE ,UNOFF I CIAL DISCUSSIONS WITH 

THE CUBAJ~ LEADER ON A WIDE VARIETY OF SUBJECTS , INCLUDING NICARAGUA. 

l-'J: :". ICO SIGNED A • R~CORD US~60 BILL ION FINANCIAL RESTRUCTURING PACKAGE 

MAR,20, WITH SOME 434 BANKS INCLUDING CITICORP . THE PACKAGE IS THE 
LARGEST EVER PUT ' TOGETHER IN INTERNATIONAL CREDIT NARKETS AND THE FIRST 

UNDER THE "Bf;..KER.: PLAN" FOR THIRD WORLD LENDI NG, WHICH INCLUDES NEW 
T r>'l.ir,r,.T ·t ,1 ,r, 

LC.l•LJ .l.lH:r ECONOMICALLY - TROUBLE D T\k'll.'T'(\t>C 
JJ l,J U "'-Vl."'U 

SHOWING POLICIES - AIMED AT ECONOMIC GROWTH. MEXICO'S US$100 BILL ION 
FOREIGN DEBT IS SECOND ONLY TO BP~A~IL'S $ 108 BILLI C· ~ ft~!ONG THI!:'-D WORLD 
DEBTORS, WHOSE TOTAL DEBT IS NOW REPORTED AT AB OUT $1 TRILLION. DEBTS, 
HOWEVER,ARE NOT EXCLUSIVE TO THE THIRD WORL D : IN THE U.S. ALONE BOTH 
PUBLIC AND PRIVATE DEBT IS NOW $7.1 TRILL IOt, -ABOUT $1 TRILLION 
ACCUMULATED IN THI LAS T Y£AR ALONE- REPORT.3 RAY:,10ND LACOMBE OF 
PROFESS IONAL BANCORP IN MI 1LM.I. HE ALSO NOTE D THAT CORPORATE DEBT IN THE 
U.S. EXCEEDS CORPORATE NET WORTH AND THAT BUS I:~ss FAILU RE S AVE Rl',GE A 
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B R.l·...Z IL' S 
REQUEST 
Bl LL ION. 

l_I ~ s I HAVF j)~f. TDE D TO C0HPL"i wITn --;--5 
IO RENEW ITS oO-DAY ROLLOVER SHORT-TER...'1 CREDIT, CLUS£ TO 
THE CREDIT IS ESSENTLH: TO FI NANCE BRAZII.' S FOREIGN TRADE . 

!!•- - . .::, 
1..,...,. ..... ..&. ...... 

/ ,. , 

\ SURINAME CONTINUES :nr 'THE " NEWS. ON MAR.27'"; THE "MAROON RESISTANCE 
} HOVEMENT FOR THE - LIBERATION OF SURINAME" SPONSOR.ED A N.EWS CONFERENCE lN 
f WASHINGTON. THE CONFERENCE FEATUtUW QR. HENK CHIN A SEN, HO~JQ::?A ll___ 
1l.- PRE S IDE:·l'r OF THE <:;OUNC:i;}._EP....]. THE L IBE R.(noN OF SUKl NAM t<.: ( CLli.l_: llli.,, !::L~~ 

foz EFZOCN • ~ -a rmo1~ Ahl _u · p~su- N.AL J...--.4 4t( l4HfiiTmJ.rnT~f r'\ l°'>T"'I -;. L J. T"l ....... "'I ~ nr"l,;"r4"'1tn.o. ... ~ ..... _ --.:..!.. i. ~un !U:. t'KL :>Cl~lfi11VC VI' l 'lt-\J:\VV1~ l\..C,.)1.:>lfi<'i\,C 

LEADER RONNY BRUNSWTJ K : AND. EDGAR ll! I INCAARDE., .FORMER SURINAME Ml 
'OF FTitiffiCE. THEY REP ORTE~ THAT THE RESISUNCE MOVEl"i.ENT NOW CON'l i<..OLS----' 

ALMOST'-~ OF .!?.T.JRINAME; THAT·· • A U.S. SUPPORT GROUP FOR THE RESISTANCE 
MOYEMENT • WAS BETNG_ SET UP; AND -THAT MAJOR FUNDRAISING ACTIVffiES HAD 

BEEN I NITIATED FOR THE LIBERATION : FRONT IN EUROPE, THE U.S. AND 
.CARIBBEAN. THEY ALso PRESENTED THE ILt,usTRATEQ BOOK J osAr ' A HOM.ENT, wnr c-tt ;;1 REVIEWS THE ATROCITIES COMMITTED, IN SJLRINAME. ME ANWHILE, FRANCE 

~ ANNOUN_9W .. THAT _BRIGADIER GEN. JEAN MOUSCARDES HAD,..BEEN APPOINTED AS 
COMMANDER-1N~CHJEF OF THE FRENCH FORCES IN FRENCH GUIANA. IN SURINA.'IB, 
BRUNSv{!,JK MET ,.,1/ LAST WEEK WITH LEADERS OF THE CLS AND DISCUSSED THE i'itED 

'Cl ~ -, , l]Nl,T_Y . AMO.NG THE RtSISI ANCE~S. THE BOU1'ERSE REGIME ANt.',OUNCED 
~ I 1HAT THE PEOPtl' s ASSEHBLY HAD :~,RPROV4D A NEW CONSTITUTION AND ELECTIONS 

~ l WOULD BE HELD LAr.~.. nu:; 1,~f,-R. fHE DUTCH GOVERNMENT CALLED Hlt. 

VJ ANNOUNCEMENT "NOTHING NEW 11 AND- 1JOULD / NOT CHANGE ITS PRF.SF.NT POSITION ON 

I SURINAfiE. U.S. TV NETWORK JffiC ANzi.J()IJN\. ~n APR,/,_i.l:L" T T~CENT ARREST OF 
I 1.,_ MAJ R~ED DOCl.JMt. N:1 S CONTAD~ING 

].. FRENCH GUI ANA, SURINAME~ 
Milli!_ CARIBBEAN ISLANDS, Ji.ITH WEAPQNS P~BCB~FROM :B 

• ---TUE COMPUTER FOR THE DEVELOP INC i-!OH.LD HAS Pi.P..P .. IVED . .. FROM PEP .. U .. Nnt10TRr.-A 

SUBSIDIARY OF NOVOA INGENIEROS-IS PRODUCI~G AND EXPORTING A COMPUTER, 
•• WITH - IMPORTED MICROCHIPS, BUILT TO . WITHSTAND FREQUENT UPS AND DO\.JN IN 

CURRENT EXPERIENCED IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. UNDER AN AGREEMENT WITH 

CZECHO~LOVAKIA, NOVOTEC IS NOW~ SHi f PING SQO COMPUTERS WORTH US$2.5 
MlLLIO_f IN REPAYMEN"T OF AN ODTSTAN~lNG DEBT. AFTER THAT, NOVOTEC WILI.. 
BEGIN · txPORTING AN ADDITIONAL l ,50Q COMPUTERS AS PART OF A BARTEf<. 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN ., _ rm: TWO COUNTRIES. PERU WILL RECEIVE A THIRD OF THE 
PAYMENT IN HARD CURRENCY, A THIRD : IN CZEGH PRODUCTS, AND A THIRD IN 
CREDITS TOWARD CANCELLING PERU'S $100 MILLION DEBT. AS PART OF AN EXPDRT 
PUSH, NOVOTEC ALSO PLANS TO OPEN A EUROPEAN DISTRIBUTION CENTER IN WEST 
GERMM'Y. THE NOVOTEC CPlOOO cm1PUTER IS COMPATIBLE ',./ITH THE IBM PC. 

THE U.S.COMMERCE DEPT. WILL BE EXTENDING THE CURRENT EXPORT LICENS~ TO 

- - -- CDVER --MORE- ITEMS NOT CONSIDERED MILITARILY CRITICAL. A RECENT RE PORT BY 
THE NATL. ACADEMY OF SCIENCES CONCLUDED THAT EXPORT POLICIES HAVE COST 
THE U.S. MORE THAN US$9 BILLION A YEAR IN LOST EXPORT SALES AND THAT 
EASING CONTROLS WOULD RELIEVE EXPORTERS OF MUCH ADMINISTRATIVE BURDEN. 

- j -

U.S. ~....., ;. n T n n r. A. 1.~ n r r ,, r i '1"' ' " ,.., n lf t."' r,-, 'T' t: ._~ 
\.Jfi.I\..,LlJJ.J.(j.e,. J, ,: r\.1.:.~Vl\.l. 1."U1.1\J.\. L: ..L • .1. !. lt..., 

CARIBBEAN AS A WH OLE H . .;.s _:.._.5::uT 100,000 ROOMS! BUT PLANS ARE l N THE 
~fp._!( ING TO INCPJ::ASE THAT BY ~~000 ROOMS OVER THE COMING THREE YEARS. 
~AJOR COnPANIE S TO EXPAND ARE THE HYATT DEVELOPMENT CORP., CONRAD 

INTERNATIONAL HOTELS, AND OHNI HOTELS. THE POTENTIALLY LUCRATIVE AREA 
PRESENTS MANY DEVELOP!-4..ENT PROBL~!-1S, HOWEVER. ON AV ERAGE IT COSTS BETWEEN 

20-30% MORE TO BUI LD A HOTEL IN THE CARIBBEAN THAN IN THE U, S. 

THE UNITED NATTnNS IS P!-1..ESE N.fLY REVIEWING TWO DRAFT TREATIES PERTAINING 

TO TRANS-BOUNDARY TOXIC CHEMICAL ACCIDENTS. ONE WOULD REQUIRE COUNTRIES 
TO NOTIFY EACH OTHER IN CASES OF CHEMlCAL ACC IDE1n s THAT COULD AFFECT 
OTHER COUNTRIES. THE OTHER PROPOSES EARLY GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE AFTER AN 
ACCIDENT, TO CONTAIN DAMAGE AND INJURY TO PEOPLE, PROPERTY, AND TRE 
ENVIRONMENT. THE U.S. CHEMICAL Y,.ANUFACTURERS' ASSOC. HAS OFFERED TO HELP 
THE U.N. IN TRAINING PLANT AND COMMUNI TY SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS IN 
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES TO PREPARE EMERGENCY RESPONSE PLANS. 

PANAMA'S MARITIME ADMINISTRATION HAS RECENTLY REDUCED ITS REGISTRATION 
COSTS ON SO}IB SHIPS AND TAXES ON SHOR T-TERM REGISTRATIONS. THE 
PANAMANIAN SH . REGISTRY BUSINESS, SECOND ONLY TO LIBERIA, HAS PRODUCED 
MORE DIREr'l' l ~~( OME TO PANAMA THAN THE US$70 MILLION IT ,CEIVES FROM TH. 
U.S. FOR U"_. OF THE CA..NAL. INDUSTRY ANALYSTS SEE THE NEW REGISTRATION 
INCENTIVES AS cART OF A GROWING BATTLE BETt,.,1EEN LIBERIA A PANAMA, WHICH t WTT .T. RR~Rl<'T'l' SHI PPING COMPANIES WORLDWIDE. 

0 
A SPECIAL U.S. PRESIDEl'-..-TIAL TASK FORCE, "PROJ ECT ECONOMIC JUSTICE FOR 
CENTRAL AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN", HEADED BY FORMER U.S. AMBASSADOR TO 
THE O.A.S.,WILLIAM MITTENDORF, ISSUED ITS REPORT EARLIER THIS YEAR. IT 
CONTAINS SEVERAL SPECIFIC PROPOSALS FOR DEVELOPING A PRODUCTIVE, 
COMPETITIVE, FREE ENTERPRISE SYSTEM IN THE REGION INCLUDING: FOCUSING 
U. S, AND MULTINATIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE ON PROGRAMS 
THAT ENLARGE THE CAPITAL OWK"ERSHIP BASE AND PROMOTE EMPLOYEE OWNED 

't /1 ENTERPRISES; PROMOTING DEBT-TO-EQUITY TRADES TO PRIVATIZE GOVERNMENT-
/I OWNED FN'T'FRPRT.C:l?~ BY CONVERTING U~S. BANK LOANS TO EQUITY. THEN SELLING 

~,, THE EQUITY TO EMPLOYEES THROUGH EMPLOYEE STOCK OWNERSHIP PLANS; OPENI NG 
..;,_ , U.S. :t,i_t\.R.KETS TO PRODUCTS OF EMPLOYEE-OWNED ENTERPRISES REGARDLESS OF 

-. ' ~~~• QUOTA RESTRICTIONS; AND S~PPORTING LAND REFORMS GIVING PEASANTS A 
~ ~UINE SHARE IN LARGE-SCALE FA~~S. 

PROS PE CTIVE AGRIBUSINESS i NVESTORS FROM EIGHT DEVELOPING NATIONS WILL BE 
~1EE TING I~~ WAS HI~!GTON JUNE S-~ 'J. THE THREE -DAY CONFERENCE, 11 WASHINGTON 
ROUND FOR 1987 INTL. AGRIBUSINESS TRADE & INVESTME NT OPPORTUNITIES" WILL 
INCLUDE THE PARTICIPATION OF TBF U.S.TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM. FOR 
INFO. WRITE: AMERICAN SOCIETY OF AGRICULTURAL CONSULTANTS, 8301 
GREENSBORO DR., STE.260 1 MCLEAN, VA 22102, USA. 

/' 
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Soviets 
Penetrate 

Labor_ 
Party 

By MARK PALMER 
Cov.rtdJ Ntw l'ori Trib,u 

LGNDON , March 2&-Britain' s Labor 
Party has within its ranks several "agents 
of influence" for the Soviet Union who 
strive to break up the NATO alliance and 
portray the United States as the main 
enemy to world peace. a former Labor 
minister told a London court. 

Lord Chalfont. 67 , who is now an in­
dependent peer in the House of Lords and 
chairman of the All-Party Defense Group, 
said he could name members of parliament 
who "conceal" themselves within the 
Labor Party, while acting on behalf of the 
Kremlin. 

Chalfont made his claims today in the 
high court as he gave evidence for the 
Economise magazine, which is being sued 
for libel by the Greek newspaper Eth,ws , 
the largest-circulation paper in that coun­
try. 

The Greek daily sued the Ec<Jiwmis1 
when the weekly magazine alleged that 
Eth110s had been launched with a$ ! .8 mil­
lion subsidy from the Soviets. In addition, 
the Economisr is counter-suing Ethnos for 
allegations made in 1982 that the maga­
zine's Foreign Report is financed and con­
trolled by the CIA. 

Both cases are being tried si multancous­
ly in what is likely to become one of the 
most expensive libel actions in legal his­
tory. They are in the seventh week of hear­
ings. with a decision expected within the 
next 10 days. 

Testimony Traces Soviet Tactics 

Chalfont"s 43-page testimony was read 
to the 12-member jury . It traced the Soviet 
Union's alleged disinformation tactics 
over the last 20 years. He concluded that 
the contents of Ethnos '"seem to be fully in 
line with the KGB's objectives." 

Eth110s ('The Nation') insists that it has 
not been financed by the Soviet Union, 
and that its pro-Soviet editorial slant is the 
result of its own free choice and reflects 
anti-Western sentiments in Greece. 

The paper sees the Economist's claims 
as examples of a CIA conspirdcy to un­
dermine the newspaper and , through it, the 
socialist government of Premier Andreas 
Papandreou. 

Some observers of the case have noted 
that the result wi II add new fuel to the 
argument as to whether or not the KGB has 

See AGENTS, page 7 
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Nicaraguan War 
Spreads To Cities 
By JACK SKELLY 

Five northern Nicaraguan towns were 
left without electricity over the weekend 
because of sabotage by anti-Sandinista 
forces, wire services reported. The 
sabotage is the work of emerging " urban 
cells" sympathetic with the freedom 
fighters , their military commander 
claimed. 

At the same time, Nicaraguan freedom 
fighters announced they had killed 3 11 
and wounded 232 Sandinista soldiers in 
69 skirmishes during the week of March 
16-22. 

The fighting took place in the pro­
vinces of Jinotega, Zelaya. Rio San Juan, 
Matagalpa, Nueva Segovia, Chontales, 
and Esteli. 

The democratic resistance also re­
ported that during the same week, at San­
ta Rosa in Zelaya Province, its forces 
shot down an Mi- 17 helicopter. The 

chopper was shot down by aSAM-7 anti­
aircraft missile , and brought to five the 
number of Sovif;lt-made helicopters shoe 
down in Nicaraguan in the last montl1 . In 
just 19 days, a spokesman for the United 
Nicaraguan Opposition (UNO) said, the 
Soviets have lost $24 million worth of 
equipment provided to the Sandinistas. 

The helicopter was shot down by 
Commando MAROLD of the Regional 
Command Santiago Meza, the same 
commander who brought down an Mi-24 
"Flying Fortress" helicopter gunship 
two weeks before. 

The forces of the Nicaraguan Demo­
cratic Force (FDN) warned the Sandinis­
ta command that all persons dressed in 
"olive green" are considered military 
targets. [The Washington Post reported 
March 28 that " the Sandinista Mratcgy 
for fighting the rebels in rural areas has 
blurred the definition of who is a civilian 

and who is not .' · It reported that in a 
recent attack by resistance forces in 
Nueva Guinea, labelled "an atrocious 
act'' by the government, the supposed 
civilian victims were armed and un­
ifonned.] 

Two weeks ago , urban commandos 
almost blew up an electric power tower in 
Managua· s suburbs. The freedom fighter 
leadership, fresh from an injection of$40 
million from the United States, said it is 
beginning co call on its "fifth columns," 
which have been waiting for the right 
moment to act in Managua and other 
Nicaraguan towns and cities. 

Close to 200.000 residents of Esteli, 
Ocotao, Condega, Jalaya, and El Jicaro 
were enduring great hardships without 
electricity, according to the head of the 
Regional Institute of Electric Energy, 
David Valdivia. 

See WAR, page 7 

Suriname: Victory Near 
By PETER LaBARBERA 

W ASJ-DNGTON-Surinamese free­
dom fighters battling the pro-Soviet dic­
tatorship of Desi Bouterse may be only 
several weeks away from victory if they 
can obtain the necessary help from the 
West, a prominent exile said here last 
week. 

Dr. Eddie Jozefzoon, 49, just back 
from a visit with Suriname National 
Liberation Army (SNLA) leader Ronny 
Brunswijk, said at a Capitol Hill press 
conference that on! y the severe anns 
shortage of Brunswijk' s underdog forces 
has kept them from toppling Bou terse . 

Dr. Jozefzoon nevertheless asserted 
that the morale of Brunswijk and his 
forces--who call themselves the Jungle 
Commando-is "very good," and said 
"the situation is very positive" for :i 
quick victory. Jozefzoon, like Bruns­
wijk, is an ethnic Maroon, a group which 
makes up ten percent of the population of 
Suriname. 

Maroons, descendents of African 
slaves, have been the targets of a geno­
cidal campaign by the Libya-backed 
Bouterse regime. whose repression of the 
Maroons has increased commensurately 
with the success of the Jungle Com­
mando forces. Those forces are reported 
to be moving ever closer to Suriname• s 

\:7 

I 
J., 

Victims of Bouterse: Maroons killed by regime are piled in back of pickup truck. 
Note back of child's head revealing government bruta~ity. 

fapitaJ city, Paramaribo. in their battle to 
oust Bouterse. 

Despite the Maroon dominance, 
Jozefzoon emphasized that Bruns­
wijk"s liberation war "is no! ethnic nor 
regional ... It is a national rebellion ... 
containing all ethnic groups in Sur-

iname ... 
The Maroon exile said that the SNLA 

controls about 85 percent of Suriname 
territory- basically everywhere outside 
the northern coastal areas controUed by 
the government. "It is hard to believe, 

See SURINAME, page 2 
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~ ~ 
Hollywood Goes Volgac ,._, ~ 

Gorbacnev's latest p.r. triumph is a 
U.S.-Soviet exchange billed as the 
"EJJtertainment Summit." Soviet Now Philip reportedly plans to make 
film director Elem Klimov and a a documentary of his own gruesome 
delegation of comrades in art breezed experience, including the reaction 
through Hollywood and New York from top-flight news-gatherers at 

last week, vowing ABC, NBC an~ the BBC, whose 
to rid the world of comment was, m effect: " Tell us 

Cold War stereotypes that this happened to you in South 
and promote bener Africa and we' ll buy your story. But 
superpower not Zimbabwe ." 
relations via the * • * 
si lver screen. 
Director Elem 
praised Mikhail for 
the "radical 
change•· that 

pem1its "talented and honest people 
more and better access to movie 
cameras." Because "people are now 
writing the truth , ' · said Elem, 
magazines are selling out and there is 
a shortage of paper on which to print 
them. 

American film producer, Mark 
Gerson, the Entertainment 
Summit's creator, says that the 
brash movie stereotypes both here 
and in the USSR prompted him to 
plan this confab. Soviet film 
honchos were accompanied by rhe 
peripatetic "commentator" Vladimir 
Posner. Upcoming projects discussed 
by the summiteers include an MGM 
remake of "Anna Karenina ," 
featuring Meryl Streep, overseen by 
a top-notch Soviet director and a 
CBS-TV flick, "Allies," in which a 
Russian and American pil<ll, shot 
down during W.W. II . become pals 
while fighting in the Italian 
undergrouny. CBS is also gearing up 
for a miniseries on lcfti e Life mag 
photographer Margaret 
Bourke-White's jaunts through the 
Soviet Union during the 1930s. Yet 
another CBS venture. still in the 
hush-hush stage, may focus on the 
Chernobyl disaster. 

P.S.: The tab for the 
Entertainment Summit, which 
includes a U.S. film foray to the 
Kremlin, is being picked up by the 
Gamegie Corp. of N.Y., the 
Rockefeller Family Fund, the New 
York-based Fund for Peace and the 
Ploughshares Fund. 

* * * 
Who's Side Are They On? Last 

November, British TV scribe Philip 
Day-Pinchen ventured to Marxist 
Zimbabwe, seeking sponsors for a 
docu-flick on black-white relations. 
He emerged with a far more 
shocking story . According to the 
Afrikaans daily paper "Die Bceld" 
(March 3, 1987) Philip was arrested 
by some with alleged connections to 
Zimbabwe intelligence then 
repeatedly tortured until he 
"admitted" he was a spy. Before 
release. Philip was reportedly raped 
by a man , who claimed to be an 
ANC murderer. Philip's captors let 
him go, but kept his car and his 
money. 

And how did this outrageous 
treatment o!J a fellow journalist 
play on the evening news? "De 
Beeld" reports that "not a single 
overseas news service or TV network 
showed any interest in his story." 

Red Loves White: Tough-talking 
dictator Fidel Castro may send his 
Cuban comrades into orbit when 
they find he's flipped over 
American "Wheel of Fortune" TV 
megastar, Vanna White. Ex-Fidel 
confidante Jorge Suarez, now exi led 
in Mexico, whispered lo the Weekly 
World News that Fidel's gone 
bananas over Vanna's program. 
"stamping his feet, screaming out' 
the answers and roaring with laughter 
when he figures out the puzzle before 
the contestants do." The Havana 
hotshot, while spinning through 
late-night "Wheel" re-runs, has 
reportedly suggested that Vanna's his 
primero choice for first lady. Of this 
puppy love , Fidel's ex-pal Jorge 
says: "If she (Vanna) wanted to, she 
could conquer Cuba without firing a 
shot." 

* * * 
No Free Lunch? Know where 

you can latch onto some free office 
space in a prime midtown 
Manhattan location? At the United 
Nations, eyelets. The U.N. 
cheerfully doles out desk space to 
more than I 00 news organs , 
including the N. Y. Times. Busines~ 
Week . Le Monde. CBS , NBC, the 
AP and Connecticut's Greenwich 
Time. All you need is proof that 
you' II report those mega U. N. events 
plus a letter from the editor. Trouble , 
is, the U. N. has slipped from its 
high-profile ncwsmaker status of 
years ago, according to Manhattan, 
Inc. mag. Desk toilern call the U.N. 
a good roost for scoping out the New 
York-Holywood scene, but admit the 
last grabby story was about the 
Falklands. "There are lots of 
hangers-on ," explains a Voice of 
America staffer. "Where else can 
they go?" 

Inspiration: Word has it that 
ex-NSC head Robert McFarlane's 
recovery from depression took a 
giant step forward when a close 
chum sent him a tape of Frank 
Capra's movie classic, "It's a 
Wonderful Life." Now comes news 
that Ron's gloom over the Iran 
imbroglio lifted after he saw 
"Hoosiers ,' · the blockbuster flick 
about an ex-basketball coach in a 
small Indiana town who gets a 
second chance. The N. Y. Post 
reports that Ron, who saw parallels 
with his own situation, was " so 
incredibly inspired ' · by the "coach 
on the comeback trail" that White 
Houser Mitch Daniels arranged for 
the Prez to meet • 'Hoosier" star 
Gene Hackman. 

* * * 

Suriname Anolher prominent Surinamese exile 
Dr. Henk Chin A Sen, 53 , said at th; 
press conference that "for more than five 
years now, Suriname has been a totalita­
rian state-a dictatorship that keeps the 
people in line by intimidation, by vio­
lence and by terrorism." 

Continued from page 1 _ 
but Bouterse only controls the coast," 
said Jozefzoon . 

The goal of the liberation forces, as 
outlined by Jozefzoon, is to ignite a 
popular uprising in the capital which will 
bring the demise of the Bou terse dictator­
ship. He said Brunswijk seeks to " avoid 
the battle of Paramaribo. We are con­
vinced that battle will cost a lot of blood, 

Dr. Chin A Sin, who once served un­
der Bouterse as prime minister before 
fleeing when the regime tilted leftward, 
said that "morally and financially and 
economically, our country Suriname is 
ruined." He said the demands of his 
countrymen arc "freedom now'" and the 
restoration of "democratic , judicial 
state." 

and that we don't want. 

Correction 

"W~ don't want a military victory,' ' 
said Jozefzoon. "What we · . . . want is 
to get the people in Paramaribo protec­
tion so they can move in the str~ets. ·' The 
objective, he asserted, is a Phillipines­
style overthrow of Boutcrse-a ''joint 
victory ... the Commando together In last week's issue of the Washington 
with the civilians." Inquirer there was an omision in Cliff 

Jozefzoon said the Jungle Commando Kincaid's column, "Agit-Hunger ln The 
forces "hoped to get help from the west- Media, " describing the media's treat­
em democracies,•• but have been largely ment of anti-nuclear faster Charles 
disappointed . He said western countries Hyder. In the description of Hyder and 
such as the Netherlands, the United some groups supporting him, thefollow­
States and France condemned Bouterse ing paragraphs should have been in­
for his massive human rights violations, serted: 

. but Brunswijk never received the Hyder, who wants to be known as Doc-
"necessary help to realize liberation." tor, has issued press releases about his 

The prominent Maroon sounded like quest for peace. They are regularly distrib­
other disappointed anti-communist re- ut, i at the National Press Club. 
sistance leaders when the lamented: "I He also has a fan club. 
wonder how many times we shall have to A group called the Peace Park Anti-
wait before the western world shall real- Nuclear Vigil, which protests "the threat 
ize what is going on in Suriname." He of worldwide nuclear holocaust"' in 
added that "maybe they wantto see more Lafayette Park across from the White 
blood." ·House , has issued a release hailing Hyder 

In addition to a rms , Jozefzoon as someone prepared to die so others will 
appealed to the West for help in obtaining live. 
a radio transmitter, so that Brunswijk' s This group, incidentally. ~ays that it 
forces · •can communicate with the peo- "offers speakers for various peace events, 
pie in the city ," who he said are being fed churches, schools, and radio talk shows: 
daily by the regime with the " lie" that distributes literature for other peace 
the Commando kills civilians. ff that groups; welcomes help in leafletting, 
were the case, he said, the resistance maintenance of the watch (in the park) , 
would not be growing at such at rapid artwork, printing, and other forms of com-
pace. munication. ·• r------------------------------------, 
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Soviets Test Battle Lasers 
By PETER SAMUEL 

The Soviets have been testing out new 
tactical battle laser weapons and have 
temporarily blinded people and caused 
bums. according to a senior U.S. defense 
ofrficial. He was answering questions at a 
background briefing at the Pentagon today 
on the 1987 edition of the publication 
'"Soviet Military Power." 

Soviet 
Military 
Power 

The 1987 book shows a picture of a laser 
device photographed on the deok of a Sov­
remcnnyy class destroyer and says in a 
caption that this has been used to "irradi­
ate western patrol aircraft .· • The sen10r 
official. who cannot be identified under 
press groundnrles, said that there had been 
incidents at sea involving the us~ of battle­
field lasers against western patrol aircraft 
and reports from other areas of the world of 
the use of lasers against personnel on the 
ground. This had occurred in the " Middle 
East and elsewhere." He confirn1cd one 
other place was Afghanistan. 

Early this year, one U.S. intelligence 
source, who spoke on condition that he not 
be identified, said that the U.S. had repollS 
of the Soviets field testing a laser weapon 
against the Afgban Mujahedeen. He de­
scribed tne laser as being incorporated in a 
tracked vehicle about the size of a 152 mm 
self-propelled gun. It had been used to 
"zap" the Mujahcdeen on several occa­
sions, causing severe bums and death. 

The incidents described at the Pentagon 
briefing on "Soviet Military power· • in­
volved what the defense official called 
"lasering" of aircraft. spacecraft and 
ground equipment. 

"These reports would suggest the 
Soviets arc either exploring or on the verge 
of deploying battlefield lasers to blind per­
sonnel or bum rangefinders and the like. It 
would not be much of a jump at all for them 
to go to a battlefield capability ." 

The 1987 edition of Soviet Military 
Power says the Soviets have built high 
energy laser weapons with up to 10 mega­
watts of power and are ahead of the U.S: in 
applying them to weapons. 

"The tactical laser program has pro­
gressed to where battlefield laser weapons 
Gould pretty soon be deployed with Soviet 

Soviet Poet 
Doubts Glasnost 

By ot.,EG VOLKONSKY 

Ever since the days of early 19th cen­
tury poet Alexander Pushkin, the author 
of "Boris Godunov," "Eugene One­
gin' · and some of the world· s greatest 
lyrical poetry, Russian rulers have been 
afraid of Russian poets. An old folk­
saying goes: 

"Swing an axe as you will 
You can't hack out 
The words of a quill." 
The same applies today to Irina 

Ratushinskaya, a boyish-looking woman 
of 33, released last October from a Soviet 
labor camp. 

Last week, Miss Ratushinskaya made 
her American debut in Washington at a 
ceremony organized by The Institute on 
Religion and Democracy, during which 
she was presented with the organiza­
tion 's 1987 Religious Freedom Award. 
Previous recipients have been Nicara­
guan Catholic leader Cardinal Obando y 
Bravo, and Armando Valladares, a 
Cuban -:lissident who spent 22 years in 
Fidel (;astro's jails. In his remarks, U.S. 
Secretary of State George Shultz com­
mended Ratushinskaya with the words: 
.. She stands here this evening as a sym­
bol of hope." 

Irina Ratushinskaya was arrested in 
1982 at the age of 28 under Statute 70 of 
the Soviet Criminal Code (for ·•anti­
Soviet propaganda'') and received one of 
the longest sentences for a woman in 
recent memory-seven years prison and 
five years exile . The main evidence at her 
trial consisted of five poems. She served 
four years and one month, during which 
she was tortured by violent beatings and 
by cold-138 days in isolation cells 
where the temperature plunged to 10 de­
grees Celsius below freezing. 

Miss Ratushinskaya does not attcibute 
her release to Soviet Secretary-General 

,rn 

INSTITUTE 
ON 

Or-, 1 r-1/"\l I 
Irina Ratushinskaya 

Mikhail Gorbachev's policy of "Glas­
nost, " but to pressure on her behalf from 
the West. During her remarks at the press 
confe.rence in the Mayflower Hotel, 
Ratushinskaya said only two percent of 
Soviet political prisoners have been re­
leased so far. "We felt this 'humanism' 
during Gorbachev's times," she said 
sarcastically. "We were tortured too." 
She spelled out three conditions for true 
" Glasnost" to take effect: 

I. Release of all political prisoners, 
4,000 of whom are still behind 
bars. 

2. Open Soviet borders to emmigra­
tion and travel. 

3 . Allow freedom of speech and 
publication. 

She pointed out there are two forrns of 
publication in the Soviet Union today: 
the official one and "Samizdat," the 
clandestine one. 

"lt('Samizdat' literature)is very pres­
tigious and very expensive," she said. 
" • Samizdat' authors do not get any 
money, but they do get seven or ten years 

See POET, page 7 

forces. The Soviets have the technological 
capability to deploy low power laser 
weapons---at least for anti-personnel use 
<\_nd against soft targets such as sensors, 
canopies and light material." 

"Serious eye damage" can now be 
done by the kinds of lasers the Soviets are 
using to irradiate western surveillance air­
craft, the Pentagon book says. It also says 
that the Soviets are making major progress 
in other exotic weapons. 

A radio frequency (RF) weapon has 
been demonstrated by the Soviets that 
generates single pulses of a billion watts of 
peak power and repetitive pulses of o~er 
100 million wans. There are "no signifi­
cant technological obstacles" to the 
Soviets building a shurt range tactical RF 
weapon, which could degrade electronics 
at a distance and "be used in an anti­
personnel role." 

The Pentagon book reports a wide range 
of Soviet advances in developing chemical 
and biological weapons. Anthrax, plague, 
botulism and tularemia are gem1 weapons 
the Soviets have, apparently. stocked on a 
large scale. The book says the Soviets 
have vaccines and antidotes as well as pro­
tective equipment for their personnel to 
move safely into contaminated areas im­
mediately after an attack . 

The Soviets have bulk quantities of an­
thrax in dry and pressurized liquid form. 
An April 1979 accident in the Sverdlovsk 
area, in which hundreds of local people 
died , was the result of an explosion with 
pressurized liquid anthrax spores, accord­
ing to the 1987 book. An estimated IO 
kilograms of anthrax were released and the 
bacterial aerosol spread to an area of 3 to 
5km radius from the Microbiology and 
Virology Institute, a military facility on 
the southwestern outskirts of the city . 

Total military control of the cleanup and 
the use of aerial spraying of large areas of 
the township were clear indications of the 
presence of an infectious aerosol, the book 
says. The Soviet Ministry of Defense is 
using modern biotechnology to make 
naturaliy occurring micro-organisms 
'"more virulent, antibiotic resistant and 
manipulated to render current U.S. vac­
cine ineffective," according to the Penta­
gon. "New genetically engineered agents 
could be so impervious to treatment that 
only scientists with the knowledge of how 
the original mutation was developed could 
produce an effective prevention or cure." 

In an introduction, Defense Secretary 
Caspar Weinberger says the Soviets are 
making a much larger commitment to mili­
tary power than the U.S., considerably 
outproducing the U.S. numerically and in­
creasingly challenging its technological 
lead. 

In the past decade , the USSR outbuilt 
3,000 ICBMs and SLBMs to America's 
850; surface to air missiles 140,000 to 
14,000; tanks 24,400 to 7 , 100; sub­
marines 90 to the 43; artillery pieces 
28,200 to 2,750. 

The 1987 edition of Soviet Military 
Power says that the Soviets are spending 
an estimated $20 billion annually on 
strategic offensive weapons and about the 
same on strategic defensive weaponry 
(U.S. spending by comparison 1s about 
$ I 2 billion on offensive systems and $4 
billion on defenses.) • 'Soviet Military Pow­
er" identifies for the first time over-the­
horizon radars being built by the Soviets 
directed at U.S. ICBM fields, the con­
stnrction of a definite three (and a possible 
five) new large phased array trncking and 
targetting radars of the Krasnoyarsk kind , 
which the U.S. has identified as a breach 
of the ABM Treaty. It says that Moscow's 
anti-ballistic missile defenses. being de­
ployed in conformity with the treaty. in­
clude a nuclear warheaded layer. Called 
··Gazelles, ' ' these high acceleration silo­
based interceptor missiles would destroy 
incoming U.S. missile warheads by ex­
ploding nuclear weapons high in the 
atmosphere over Moscow, the 1987 book 
suggests. 

The Pentagon expects the Soviets to 
have a prototype of a ground-based anti ­
ballistic missile laser by the end of the 
decade and largescale deployment of these 
possible in the late 1990s. Air defense and 
naval lasers could lead ABM lasers by 
several years. 

The senior defense official briefing 
journalists at the Pentagon today said that 
the most worrisome matter to U.S. defense 
was the rapid advance in Soviet offensive 
missiles. The mobility and silo hardening 
make it difficult for the U.S. to maintain a 
credible capacity to attack Soviet nuclear 
weapons. The Soviets now have over I 00 
SS-25 mobile ICBMs (intercontinental 
ballistic missiles) and are about to begin 
deployment of a large rail mobile SS-24 
ICBM. The 1987 book specifies for the 
first time the radical improvement in mis­
sile accuracy being attained by the 
Soviets. The SS-25 missiles now being 
introduced have an accuracy "five times" 
that of the SS-13s they replace. 

The Soviets' major worry about the 
American SDI program, the Pentagon 
book says, is that they sec it as having the 
potential to prevent Soviet strategic domi­
nance. Without U.S. SDI, the Soviets 
think they could fight and win a nuclear 
war by destroying the large proportion of 
western retaliatory systems first and then 
use defenses to minimize the damage from 

See MILITARY, page 5 
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Where Is Left's Co1npassion Now? 
A/km C. Brownfeld 

During the Vietnam War, critics of 
U.S. involvement repeatedly said that we 
were on the uwrong" side-that the 
governments we were supporting were 
brutal and corrupt while the v;iet Cong 

were simply virtuous 
nation a lists who 
wanted nothing more 
than a better life for 
the people of Vier­
nam. 

After the Viet 
Cong came to power, 
they and their North 
Vietnamese sponsors 

transfom1ed Vietnam into a totalitarian 
Marxist-Leninist state. Still, their Ameri­
can admirers defended them. An adver­
tisement appeared in I 977, for example, 
signed by such prominent aJ\'6-war spokes­
men as Richard Barnett , David Dellinger, 
Richard Falk and Cora Weiss stated that, 
"The present suffering of the Vietnamese 
people is largely a consequence of the war 
itself for which the U.S . bears the contin­
uing responsibility." They declared that, 
"We have examined these charges (of hu­
man rights abuses) and find them to be 
based on distortion and exaggeration." 

Even during the war, many American 

liberals took guided tours of North Viet­
nam and proclaimed the virtues of that 
squalid tyranny. Ramsay Clark, former 
U.S. attorney general, observed in 1972: 
"My experience tells me that, as has been 
told by Aristotle, the chief and universal 
cause of the revolutionary impulse is the 
desire for equality. You see no internal 
conflict in this country. I've seen none. 
You feel a unity in spirit. I doubt very 
seriously that I could walk in safety in 
Saigon or the cities and villages of South 
Vietnam, as I have here, because of the 
division and the confusion and the lack of 
faith and belief there ." 

Jane Fonda traveled 10 Hanoi and told 
the world that American prisoners of war 
were being well treated and thar reports of 
torture were false. Now. in the movie 
"Platoon," Oliver Stone ponr-.iys a sav­
age war-but no enemy, no mention of the 
Viet Cong. no concern for the suffering 
which has been inflicted upon the people 
of Vietnam since the Communist victory► 

Since there are no elections in Com­
munist Vietnam, the Vietnamese people 
have voted in the only way available to 
them- with their feet-and have fled by 
the hundreds of thousands, many dying at 
sea in a desperate effort to be free. If to­
day 's Vietnam is the virtuous society so 
admired by the American left , someone 
has , it seems, forgotten to tell the Viet-

namese people. 
The American left has not only ignored 

violations of human rights in Vietnam but 
has denied that they are taking place. The 
Rev. Paul McOlearyofthe National Coun­
cil of Churches, for example, traveled to 
Vietnam after the Communist victory as 
executive director of the NCC's World 
Cburch Service. He returned to report that 
on a tour of one of the infamous "re­
education camps"-wherc political 
prisoners were being worked and starved 
to death-he found the food ·'delicious.'' 

Communist Vietnam remains a tradi­
tional Stalinist police state in many ways. 
Since April 1975, well over one million 
Vietnamese have been incarcerated in a 
network of more than 150 "re-education" 
camps and prisons . Currently it is es­
timated that at least 60,000 Vietnamese 
remain in detention throughout the coun­
try . Nguyen Van Canh, deputy dean of the 
Faculty of Law at the University of Saigon 
until I 975, writes in his book, Vietnam 
Under Communism, that , "The re­
education program is vital to the regime's 
system of internal security. The more tota­
litarian a regime, the more extensive a 
camp system it needs in order to stamp out • 
opposition. That is why so many con­
centration camps arc being built in Viet­
nam today and why they will continue to 
be built as long as Vietnam is com-

A Scandal Deserving Coverage 
Cliff Kincaid 

Conservative Christians and their lead­
ers have never been on the media ·s list of 
favorite people. When they began to enter 
politics, they were denounced for violat­
ing the separation between church and 

state and threatening 
the constitution. 
Never mind the fact 
that the constitution 
makes no reference 
to such a separation. 
Never mind !hat the 
Christian left had 
been he av ily in-

.._ ___ ;;__~__, valved in politics for 
years. 

Similarly. while the media continue 
their preoccupation with what the New 
York Times calls "Gospelgate ," involv­
ing conservative Christian evangelists, the 
Christian left is working overtime to pro­
tect the communist forces in Central 
America that are destroying the Christian 
church. This scandalous behavior is most 
apparent within the Catholic Church in the 
U.S. But it is not defined as a scandal by 
the media. 

Sandinista regime in Nicaragua. 
As documented by James L. Tyson in 

his book, Prophe1s or Useful Idiots , the 
Catholic Church in America has over the 
years exhibited a "softening towards com­
munism,·· as reflected in the activities of 
Gumbleton and others. He says , "While 
under Pope John Paul II the Vatican has 
made an effort to reverse this appeasement 
policy. the American church central office 
has remained more consistently radical. 
and is now probably one of the most ultra­
liberal of any of the churches in the world 

Tyson points out that Father J. Bran 
Heir. an official of the United States 
Catholic Conference (USCC). once deliv­
ered a series of lectures titled. ··Matthew , 
Marx. Luke, and John ." The lectures 
were given at a Washington think tank, the 
Institute for PoLicy Studies. which opposes 
American efforts to contain or roll back 
communism. 

Gumbleton and the USCC have con­
sistently opposed U.S. aid to the Nicara­
guan freedom fighters. even though their 
ranks are comprised of many victims of 
religious perseoution in Sandinista Nicar­
agua. Accoding to Tyson. the Nicaraguan 
Catholic Church has been increasingly 
persecuted over the years. but the,ir 
appeals for help have been .. ignored or 
contradicted" by the USCC in Washing­
ton. 
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munist.' · 
Some "undesirable elements" are 

forced to move to New Economic Zones 
(NEZs), undeveloped regions of the coun­
try which have been described as "camps 
without guards, located in malaria­
infested jungles." Canh explains: .. Each 
NEZ is in effect an agricultural coopera­
tive, with the difference that its members 
are usually not seasoned peasants but 
urban dwellers who have been selected for 
anything but their experience in <igricul­
ture." Canh notes that while the NEZs 
have helped the Communist regime con­
trol potential opposition, " they are not 
merely falling short of expectations, ll1ey 
are disastrous failures.'' 

The NEZs, however, are only the 
beginning of Vietnam's largely ignored 
record of political persecution and terror. 
Two University of California researchers 
have discovered that between 1975 and 
I 983 at least 65,000 politically motivated 
murders and executions have taken place 
in Vietnam. 

Three years of exhaustive research, 
conducted in seven cities and two countr­
ies by Professors Jacqueline Desbarats and 
Karl Jackson, with more than 800 refugees 
interviewed, have provided persuasive evi­
dence of this bloodbath. "We shouldn't 
have been surprised knowing what history 
tells us of regimes such as Hanoi · s," says 
Jackson, now Deputy Assistant Secretary 
of Defense for East Asia and Pacific 
Affairs. •• A lot of reasonable people 
doubted the reports from escapees of Nazi 
concentration camps." 

The media, sadly , has largely ignored 
the accumulating evidence. Desbarats and 
Jackson lament that, "Governments , the 
media and the public often treat the abs­
ence of reports from closed societies as 
proof that something-like widespread 
killing-has not happened. It is not pru­
dent to apply lo any totalitarian society the 
same standards of proof we would apply in 
a free society, with a searching press and 
groups dedicated to disclosing the truth." 

Discussing this research, Ralph Kinney 
Bennen of The Reader's Diges1 points out 
that, "In a perverse way. the torture , hun­
ger and degrading conditions of Vietnam· s 
infamous re-education camps had acrual­
ly drawn attention away from its ·secret 
blood bath.· The fear and cultural reti­
cence of the Vietnamese refugees had also 
helped keep this slaughter in the shadows. 
But. the research of these two scholars has 
directed a shaft of light into the darker 
recesses of this repressive and vengeful 
regime." 

Economically, the Communists have 
led Vietnam to disaster. Its per capita in­
come is only $245-while neighboring 
Thailand's is nearly three times as great. 
Vietnam is unable to produce enough food 
to feed its own people; Thailand. on the 
other hand, is the world's biggest rice ex­
porter. Things have gotten so bad in Viet­
nam, that the Communist government has 
admitted its own failure. It is estimated 
that the inflation rate ran to at least 700 
percent in I 986. 

Bishop Thomas Gumbleton of the 
Catholic Archdiocese of Detroit is joining 
the Reverend Jesse Jackson as a speaker ar 
an April 25 rally in Washington called the 
" Mobilization for Justice and Peace in 
Central America and Southern Africa.'· 
One objective of the demonstration is to 
pressure the Congress into not continuing 
aid to the freedom fighters in Nicaragua. 
On March 29, Gumbleton was scheduled 
to speak at a similar rally in Detroit , where 
he was to be joined on the platform by an 
official representative of the Communist 

"Finally," Tyson writes. "after the 
most recent Sandinista attacks on the 
church, the expulsion of Nicaraguna 
bishop Pablo Antonio Vega and the refusal 
to permit the Rev. Bismarck Carballo to 
return to Nicaragua after a trip abroad, the 
U.S. (Catholic) hierarchy began to show 
more sympathy for their Nicaraguan 
brethren. On July 15, 1986, they permitted 
the Rev . Carballo, who directed the 
Nicaraguan Catholic radio closed down by 
the regime, to give a press conference at 

the USCC headquarters describing the 
Sandinistas· persecution of the churnh." 

Why is it that our human ri ghts 
activists-who demonstrate and picket 
against abuses in South Africa and South 
Korea and Taiwan, say not a word of 
criticism of Vietnam? Are Jane Fonda and 
Ramsey Clark and the others feeling guilt 
over their role in helping to inflict tyranny 
upon the Vietnamese? Or do they simply 
not care if reality contradicts their own 
ideological myths? Clearly, they seem to 
feel no responsibility for the results of their 
deeds. 

Cliff Kincaid is Director of Media Analysis 
at Accuracy in Media. 

Despite the facr that Pope John Paul II 
was himself heckled by a pro-Sandinista 
mob during a visit to the country in 1983, 
U.S. Catholic Bishops such as Gumbleton 
continue to associate themselves with 
organizations that apologize for Sandinista 
repression. Gurnbleton, for instance, still 
serves on the board of Witness for Peace, a 

See APOLOGISTS, page 7 
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Will General Electric Reform NBC? 
Reed Irvine 

Shareholders of General Electl'ic Com­
pany are being asked IO vote on a resolu­
tion that ask management to consider 
employing what might be called a "qualicy 
control" officer for a subsidiary. This is a 

concept that ex­
ecutives at General 
Electric are very 
familiar with in their 
business. They know 
the importance of 
getting things done 
right and insuring 
that the product is 
one that will measure 

up to the company's high standards. 
During rhe pas! year, GE has become 

rhe owner of a new and very different kind 
of business-NBC. For years, business­
men have complained about television net­
work news. What a lot of their complainrs 
add up to is that the nerwork news lacks 
quality control. It is said to be inaccurate 
often times . It is hard to get errors cor­
rected, and, worst of all, from the point of 
view of the businessmen , it is said to dis­
play an anti-busines~ bias. 

GE promptly put one of its own ex­
ecutives, Robert C. Wrighl, in charge of 
NBC. Sinc;_e Mr. Wright had a con-

ventional business background, it seemed 
reasonable to assume that he might share 
the feeling of many businessmen that 
something ougbt to be done about improv­
ing quality control at NBC News. Perhaps 
he does, but it is not evident from the GE 
reaction to the shareholder resolution chat 
urges GE to appoint an officer who would 

It says they give careful attention to com­
plaints lodged by Accuracy in Media, 
which proposed the resolution, and to 
other critics. It says they respond promptly 
and thoroughly to complaints and that they 
correct significant errors. It says they 
broadcast over 25 corrections in the past 
three years. 

Aeenraey In Media 

have responsibiliry for investigating com­
plaints abou~ inaccurate and unfair NBC 
broadcasts. This official would have the 
power to see that steps were taken prompt­
ly to correct incorrect statements or cases 
of unfairness. He could also preview 
documenrary-rype programs and inform 
top officials of the company if they failed 
to measure up to the standards oF accuracy 
and balance established by the company. 

GE has recommended that its 
shareholders vote against this resolution. 
saying that there is no need for a special 
officer to carry out these responsibilities. 
It argues thai the present NBC manage­
ment is doing a fine job of quality control. 

Accuracy in Media, which I head, has 
found that NBC does indeed respond rea­
sonabl;y promptly to its complaints, but it 
hasn't had much success in getting the 
network to acknowledge that it has done 
anything wrong. To support its resolution, 
\tllich is included in the proxy material 
sent out to all GE shareholders, AIM cited 
two examples of very serious complaints 
that NBC brushed aside. Both involved 
reports by Jon Alpert, a left-wing free 
lance journalist whose work has been aired 
frequently by NBC since 1979. Com­
plaints about serious errors and political 
bias in Alpert's reports seemed to have no 
effect whatsoever. 

We don't know to this day what hap­
pened to Maj. Kang, a former South Viet­
namese anny officer whose life was en­
dangered by an interview Jon Alpert did 
with him in a Vietnamese prison two years 
ago. Alpert insisted on asking Maj . Kang 
questions about his treatment that he was 
obviously reluctant to answer, unwilling 
lo lie and fearing retribution at the hands of 
his jailers if he told the truth. Alpert con­
tinued to press him. and finally the major 
responded to Alpert's suggestion that he 
give him a message for President Reagan. 
The major asked the Free World to act to 
save him and the other prisoners. 

When AIM and others pointed out that 
Alpert's insensitive interview may have 
resulted in Maj. Kang's being tortured or 
even killed, NBC replied saying that 
Alpert did not think his questions placed 
the prisoner in any jeopardy and expressed 
complete satisfaction with the interview. 
Two months later, an NBC correspondent 
visiting Vietnan1 asked to see Maj. Kang 
again, saying it was a high priority re­
quest. The request was denied, and Maj. 
Kang's fate remains unknown. 

However, Jon Alpert went on to greater 
glory with NBC, doing a sympathetic 
series on the communist guerrillas in the 
Philippines tl1at was featured on the NBC 
Nightly News. 

Jackson Blasts Pentagon-At West Point! 
Lester Kinsolving 

To the hundreds of thousands of visitors 
each year, one of !he most popular of all 
the statues or memories at the United 
States Military Academy at Westlf'oint is a 
larger-than- life-. ized bronze figure. in 

helmet and battle 
_1acket, who is wear­
ing two pearl­
handled pistols. He 
i, shown holding 
binoculars and 
sGowling into the dis­
tance . At the base of 
the statue is his ad­

-:aaa~....1 monition: 
"PURSUE THE ENEMY WITH THE 

UTMOST AUDACITY." • 
On February 19, 1987, General George 

S. Patton, West Point Class of 1914, 
whose loathing of communism is well 
known , had g;od cause to climb off that 
pedc,~tal and ;;,arch over to the Superinten­
denC s office. The ghost of George lf'atton 
could have asked, in the purple language 
for which he was well known: 

"We're supposed to pursue the 
enemy-not invite him to West Point and 
pay him to lecture!" 

The Reverend Jc,se Jackson is not 
actually an enemy of this country. But he 
has publicly saluted communist dictators 
such as Fidel Castro and Daniel Ortega 
who are, unquestionably, enemies of the 
United States. 

Jackson's lecture date at West Point is 
as scandalous as if Lutheran Minister 
Frank Buchman, founder of Moral 
Rearmament, had been invited to preach at 
West Point only months after he returned 

Les Kinsolving is a sy,ulicaced columnise 
and talk show host on WBFR-Radio, in 
Baltimore, Maryland 

from the 1936 Olympics and told a repor­
ter: "I thank God for a man li ke Adolf 
Hitler." 

As should have been ex'Pected, Jackson, 
who was on hand for "Black History 
Month ,· ' violared his hospitality. As a gu­
est of this facility of the Department of 
Defense, JaGkson proceed~d to attack the 
Pentagon in front of 2,000 of the 4,500 
cadets, who are employed and am being 
educated by it. He said: 

"When the American people learn that 
the Pentagon is building more and more 
pem1anent facilities in Honduras, in the 
midst of a national crisis about unguided 
operations in Central America, what hap­
pens to our confidence in military leader­
ship?" 

A more appropriate question mighr be: 
" When the Secretary of the Army. the 
Army's Chief of Staff and the lieutenant 
general who is Superintendent of West 
Point allow the paying of a concealed sum 
to this race-hustler and demagogic 
dictator-lover to have him harangue 2.000 
future officers , where is public confidence 
in their good judgement?" 

At West Point they also invited another 
strongly pro-Soviet clergyman. the Rever­
end William Sloane Coffin , senior minis­
ter of New York's Riverside Church­
which is now known by some of its own 
members as ''The Communist 
Cathedral." 

Neither the Coffin nor the Jackson 
appearances were designated: "KNOW 
OUR ENEMIES"-and West Point 
alumni across the nation were outraged 
when Coffin was asked to address the 
cadets. 

Who is next at the Point? Jane Fonda? Is 
it possible they may arrange .. Benedict 
Arnold Week" at West Point? 

At the Military Academy, two congen­
ial and ingenious publiG affairs officers 
wrestled with this question . Major David 

Compton explained that this was part of 
the "Distinguished Lecture Series, " 
which " meets o\Jr need to educate cadets 
in all areas, so they oan hear from and form 
their own opinions. Col. John Yeagley 
added: '· You might say this is academic 
openmindedness. Besides. I'm told that 
the lecture was rather bland , in view of 
what might have been expected." 

Will this ··academic openmindedness" 
result in an invitation to Louis Farrakhan 
to West Point? 

"Probably not." replied Col. Yeagley. 
"We might invite Jane Fonda-if she re­
forms and joins the Daughters of the 
American Revolution." 

In Drexel Hill, Pennsylvania. one 
listener to my talk show sent me The New 
York Times clipping about Jackson at 
West Point, with the following question: 
• ·1t is my understanding that no politician 
or other person can attack the commander 
in chief while addressing our military ... 
why did not the Superintendent or any 
patriotic officer disrupt this man and tell 
him what he was doing was illegal and 
un-American?' • 

Major Compton replied:· I don· t bcl ieve 

Military 
Continued from page 3 

the few U.S. nuclear weapons that es­
caped. 

There have been some increases in 
Soviet deployments in the Pacific theatre, 
where they now have 57 divisions of army 
troaps, up four from last year. (Soviet di­
visions consist of about 12,000 men.) 
Tank numbers in the Pacific theatre are 
15 ,000 up only I 00 but consisting of more 
modem armored vehicles. In the Soviet 
Pacific navy, principal surface combatants 
arc up one to 84 and other combatants 
(frigates) and others) up one to 121. Sub­
marine numbers have grown 5 to 95 in the 

Rev. Jesse Jackson 

it's illegal. under the First Amendment." 
And Col. Yeagley added: "If Mikhail 
Gorbachev visited the United States and 
wanted to address the Corps (of Cadets), I 
don't imagine we would tum him down, 
since he 's a foreign dignitary. and because 
we believe the cadets are intelligent." 

Pacific and naval aviation planes have 
gone from 510 to 560. 

The Pentagon briefer says that rhe latest 
series of Soviet submarines show ' · drama­
tic advances" in technology, making a 
western anti-submarine warfare consider­
ably more difficult. The Pentagon expects 
an initial run of four full-sized aircraft 
carriers 10 be built of which two are now 
fining our. 

ln an introduction , the book claims the 
Soviets are prepared to wage a world war 
for an extended period without use of nu­
clear weapons, although they are prepared 
to escalate to the use of nuclear weapons 
and think they have a strategy to survive 
and prevail in nuclear conflict. 

• 
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Argentina: Drifting A way From U.S. 
Robert Morris 

BUENOS ARIES, March 13-This 
country bas been one of Moscow's prize 
targets in South America. Argentina has a 
long, I , 700 mile South Atlantic coastline 
that tapers down to the Magellan Strait. the 

Beagle Channel and 
the Drake Passage, 
which together 
dominate Cape 
Hom , at the southern 
tip of the continent. 
It has a long, porous 
border with Chile 
and after the latter it 
is the closest co,untry 

Robert Morris is chairmall of the Co111-
mirtee to Restore /memal Security. 

in the world to Antarctica, with its un­
tapped minerals and other resources which 
will be opening in the next few years. 
Argentina"s capital, Buenos Aires, is also 
directly opposite the Cape of Good Hope 
in Africa and if the ongoing campaign 
against South Africa being waged by the 
USSR and the West succeeds, it will be 
( after Monlevideo . Uruguay, which can 
intercept its shipping passage) lhe first 
Latin American checkpoint on the routes 
from the Indian Ocean. 

For the present, al least, the Soviet~ are 
establshing a firm foothold in this country. 
They have been delivering turbines and 
heavy machinery for power planes and 
have made the c ivilian government of 
President Raul Alfonsin dependent on 
them. In return, Buenos Airies has granted 
"fishing" and "sGientific research ' · 

rights to the East Bloc so that about 150 
Soviet and Polish and Bulgarian ships, 
some permanently stationed in South 
Atlantic waters, move freely about the 
southern region. They also have been 
given fi shing and ship repair rights to 
Puerto Madryn, half way up the Argenti­
nian coast, and at Bahia Blanca. 

But what 1 find mosl distressing is the 
political trend. Recently in Geneva, 
Argentina voted with Venezuela and Col­
ombia against the United States and for 
Cuba on the issue of human rights. The 
dominant political i~sue here is the Alfon­
sin government 's proseGution of high Ar­
gentinian military leader for excessive 
acts of repression against th~ Montoncros' 
acts of terror , carried out in lhe 1970s. 
These prosecutions are putting the military 
on the clefensive and giving Alfonsin and 

Jimmy Carter Strikes _A-gain 
G. Russell Evans 

Could it be that Jimmy Carter is still 
depending on daughter Amy for advice on 
key foreign policy issue,! Former Presi­
dent Cart.er, during hi, recent lour of the 
Middle Eas t. de lorcd the " mi,s ing 

leaders hip' " in 
Washington and de­
nounced Pres ident 
Reagan·~ 'i!mphasi~ 
on ·•military 
strength •• in~tead of 
.. ncgotiatct..l ~nlu­
tions ·· in dealing 
with the commu-
nisb. Once again, 

Mr. Carter was proving his uucr naivete. 
He told a Cairo audience about the joy of 
being able "to say what I please ... 

Well , Amy has also been saying what 
she pleases-and doing it---On the campus 
of ultra-Uberal Brown University. famous 
at one time for abolishing spc0ific course 
requirements for graduatinn, i.e., du your 
own thing and you get our diploma. Amy 's 
foreign policy expertise first came to light 
in 1980 when Daddy. in his debate with 
Ronald Reagan, cited 13-year old Amy's 
solution for nuclear defense: fear. 

At Brown, Amy has proven herself a 
true daughter of the revolution: picketing 
agai nst apartheid in South Africa with nev­
er a whimper against communist atrocities 
in the Soviet Union. Afghanistan or 
Ethiopia; blocking CIA recruiters on cam­
pus but never mind the conslitutional 
rights of the recruiters and her fellow 
students; and getting herself arrested in the 
bargain-all for the cause and the glory. 

Frankly, we believe, most folks are fed 
up to here with Jimmy's mountainous 
loothy grins pervading our media , and re­
pulsed by Amy's irresponsible antics and 
holier-than-thou glares at us from the 
morning paper. To tell the lruth , Carter's 
election to the presidency was a fluke in 
the first place, and his administration an 
embarrassing farce, start to finish. Except 
for the leftist bent of Big Media, he and 
Amy would not get the time of day now. 

Capt. G. Russell Evans i,< author of The 
Panama Canal Treaties Swindle, Signal 
Books, 20/ E. Mair, St. , Carrboro NC 
27510, $19.95 + $2.00 shipping. 
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Carter's criticism of American policy 
on foreign soil, and his attempts to in­
fluence it. are in poor taste at best. They 
are also in violation of the Logan Act (18 
U.S.C. 953) , which speci fically prohibits 
American citizens from attempting to in­
fluence foreign governments without au­
thority . But. don't worry, the Justice De­
partment will not prosecute. says Assistant 
Attorney General Stephen S. Trott, be­
cause .. we have no judicial precedents" 
(letter July 16. 1984). That's right: He 
said, yes we have a law. but we can't use it 
because we've never used it to gel a "ju­
dicial precedent." 

In Cairo. Mr. Carter piously told repor­
ters, "I am not here to criticize any partic­
ular administration," then zeroed in on 
President Reagan for alleged neglect of the 
Middle East , adding !hat Reagan ·s place in 
history "has not yet been assured." 

No, not yel. But, Reagan has stood up, 
for the most part. against communist 
aggression, liberating Grenada from com­
munist rule and supporting (some) free­
dom fighters around the world . No1 so for 
Carter, who first discovered he ··couldn't 
trust the communists·· in 1979 when they 
began savaging Afghanistan. 

Former President Carter in Cairo de­
nounced the "Iran arms scandal.. , What 
scandal (meaning "shame and dishonor") 
has been proven' If Carter wishes to 
moralize on shame and dishonor. let us 
tum back the clock to the Carter years of 
1977-81 and reflect: How abuut Carter's 
part in replacing America's staunch ally, 

the Shah of Iran , with the despotic Ayatol­
lah Khomeini, taker of American hostages 
and destroyer of once-prosperous lran , 
which was faithful buffer against the 
USSR? What about surrendering the 
strategic Panama Canal. agai nst the 
wishes of 80 percent of the American peo­
ple and contrary to lhe advice of almost 99 
percent of our national military strategists, 
by means of a secret reservation that 
voided U.S. defense rights, the only way 
he and Panamanian dictator Omar Torrijos 
could ever get the Treaties ratified? 

What about aiding the communist San­
dinistas in overthrowing America's faith­
ful al.ly , Anastasio Somoza. in Nicaragua 
and then funding them with American tax 
money? Although U.S. aid was stopped. 
the Soviets have moved in to make Nicar­
agua in 1987 a massively-armed second 
Cuba on the North American mainland. 
threatening the United States and all Cen­
tral America. And what about Carter's 
sudden and sec ret termination of our 
mutual defense lreaty wi th Taiwan in 
1978. an unprecedented and illegal 
assumption of presidential au1hurity? 

Carters gaffes on the international 
scene-wi th the exception of the so-called 
Camp David Accords settling the Israel­
Egypt dispute-have been legion. On the 
domeslic scene, he won all prizes with his 
triple "double-digit'" record all in one 
year: double-digit interest rate,. double­
digit inflation. and double-digit unem­
ployment. All in all, ii was a ·'misery 
index" of unforgettable proportions . 

• · • ' K 
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his foreign minister, Dante Caputo, a 
free hand to carry on their conciliatory 
gestures with Moscow. And with the 
Argentine policy shift toward Moscow, 
the Montoneros have cooperatively re­
duced their acts of terrorism. I find this use 
by Moscow of terrorist cadres as di­
plomatic pawns to be very effective nol 
only here but in Uruguay. where the ter­
rorisl Tupamaros are shifitng to political 
activity instead of acts of violence 

The fact that Argentina has extended its 
pacts for fishing and scientific rights to 
Bulgaria, Moscow·, most sin ister su r­
rogate, gives greater emphasis to the drift 
eastward. These agreements permit the 
Soviets and their allies to move without 
imerfcrence, not only in coastal waters but 
even with access to certain ports. 

But even more interesting is the Ar­
gentinian and Chilean domination of Cape 
Horn , the alternate passage to the Panama 
Canal between the Atlantic and Pacific 
oceans. (The Panama Canal is most 
vulnerable-to a mine, a terrorist bomb or 
a single missile. ) 

There are three passages between the 
oceans I here-the Magellan Strait, the 
Beagle Channel and the Drake Passage, 
the dangerous area between Cape Hom 
itself and Antarctica. Both Argentina and 
Chile have tried to control tl1ese passages 
by way of giving to each, access to its 
opposite ocean. 

The Falkland Islands War has moved 
Argentina closer to Moscow and the form­
er has given the USSR fi shing rights in a 
200-milc area that coextends with the area 
claimed by the Briti sh. by virtue of their 
control over the Falkland\ . 

The Antarctica base closest to any of the 
continents is the one shared by Argentina 
and Chile, but portions of that arc claimed 
by the USSR and by Poland, which has 
established a base (Arctovsky). The 
Soviets have six permanent bases and 
several temporary stations in Antarctica, 
some of which are near Cape Hom. There 
is extensive Aeronot activity between 
lhese bases and Buenos Aires. Lima, Peru 
and La Paz, Bolivia, where the Soviet air­
line bas offices. Of course, no one knows 
the contents of the shipments to and from 
Antarctica, bul there is a broad suspicion 
that military activity is being carried on. 

These specifics. however, are only a 
reflexion of a dangerous trend that I am 
finding here in the Cone of South Amer­
ica. The trend is away from the United 
States. We have tolerated Castro's in­
surgence from the time of the Bay of Pigs 
disaster and the Cuban Missile Crisis. He 
has carried on his terrorist activities with­
out effective opposition from the U.S . The 
sundry guerrilla forces around Latin 
America are now joining forces and pose a 
serious threat to every country. This threat 
and the seeming indifference of the United 
States toward these developments are 
causing these countries to make their ad­
justments. 

A senior editor of one of the great jour­
nals here told us that the Monroes Doctrine 
and the OAS and Rio Treaties are all, for 
practical purposes, dead. He expressed the 
opinion that in view of the changing 
trends, Washingotn should forthrightly 
implement it. Otherwise, there will be no 
coordinated defensive action against the 
political penetration which is rampant and 
for all practical purposes, unopposed. 



War 
Continued from page 1 

The military chief of the Nicaraguan 
resistance, Col. Enrique Bermudez, said 
overtheFDN's "RadioLiberacion" that 
tlic sabotage in those areas and in Man­
agua had been carried out by .. urban 
cells'' of the FON. Berniudez said it was 
part of the freedom fighters' new stategy 
10 defeat the mlalitarian regime in Man­
agua. 

Meanwhj.le, the Sandinista Ministry of 
F.ducation annoL1nced that it was 
"alarmed" by !he wholesale destruction 
by students of school property in Man­
agua. The Spanish-language Miami dai­
ly Diario las' Americas reported thi s 
week that at !he Institute of Rigoberto 
Lopez-Perez, students destroyed 100 
windows, 15 toilets, 100 desks , and stole 
numerous chairs and tables , which they 
took home. 

In addition, most of lhe bathrooms and 
toilets at !he Salvador Med.ita Institute 
have been destroyed , !he Ministry of 
Education said. 

Some Managua psychiatrists blame 
the sudden vandalism on the .. instabil­
ity" of the lives ofiNicaraguas s1udents, 
who are regularly plucked oul of their 
classrooms and forced into the Sandinista 
army, whereupon after a brief training 
period they are sent to fight the freedom 
fighters, known as '"Contras." 

Agents 
Continued from page 1 

managed to infiltrate Western government 
opinion in a way desirable to Moscow. 

Much of the testimony has revolved 
around thal point. On 'Iuesday, a KGB 
defector and a former Greek employee of 
Radio Moscow told the court that they had 
participated in high-level meetings in the 
Soviet Union on mean~ of spreading 
Soviet "disinformation ' · by infiltrating 
non-communist publications •n the West 
and the Third World . 
Defector Plants Propaganda 

The Soviet defector, llya Dzhirkvclov, 
60, said he personally used several jour­
nalists and newspapers in the West as 

Apologists 
Continued from page 4 
group that actually sends volunteers into 
Nicaragua to physically obslruct 1he 
activities of the freedom fighters and pro­
tect the regime. 

A Witness for Peace activ ist by the 
name of Jim Mullens, during a 1986 de­
bate with Robert Heckman of the Fund for 
a Conservative Majority , referred to anti­
Sandinista Cardinal Miguel Obando of 
Nicaragua as an obscenity. When Heck­
man protested , Mullens said, "Of course 
he's an (obscenity) and everyone down 
there knows that. " Mullens, reached by 
Tyson, said he didn ' t recall using the 
word. 

Gumbleton, Jackson and the others 
won't be so reek.less in their language 
when they speak at the April 25 Washing­
ton rally for "peace"in Central America, 
to be followed by an "Interfaith Worship 
Service." But they can be counted on to 
leave the question unanswered of why, in 
the name of God. they defend a regime 1hat 
oppresses their brothers and sisters in 
Christ. It is doubtful reporters will ask the 
question. The head of their union, Charles 
Perlik of the Newspaper Ciiuild, is also an 
official sponsor of the rally. 
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Helms Qtiestions Nominee 
By TIMOTHY PHARES 

The nomination of Melissa Wells to be 
U.S. Ambassador to Mozambique, re­
ported by the Inquirer last week, has met 
with strong opposition from Sen. Jesse 
Helms ~R-NC). Sen. Helms, who is de­
scribed by a Senate staffer as "very con­
cerned about the course the State Depart­
ment is charting" in this matter, has sub­
mitted a new set of about 200 questions 
for Wells to answer. 

Wells , who has previously called the 
anti-Gommunist Mozambician National 
Resistance (RENAMO) " bandits" and 
compared them to Italy's terrorist Red 
Brigades, answered a previous set of 
questions submitted by Helms in a way 
that was unsatisfactory to the senator. 
REN AMO is fighting a civil war against 
the Ma rxi st-Le ninis t FRELIMO 
(Mozambique Liberation Front) Di­
cta1orship. She is a firm advocate of the 
State Department position encouraging 
closer U.S. lies with the FRELIMO. • 

According to a staff member on the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee, 
Wells, in answering previous written 
questions from Melms, compared RE­
N AMO unfavorably with the 
Communist-dominated Afriean National 

channels for "planting propaganda," 
often without the publications being ' 'con­
sciously" aware ofit. The purpose was, he 
said, 10 "form and mould public opin­
ion." 

Dzhirkvclov, who defected to the West 
in 1980, cited The New York Times and 
The Washingwn Post as being "actively 
used" by the Soviets , and in France he 
named Le Monde and Liberation. He said 
he also participated in financing and 
launching the Patriot newspaper in India. 

A former Radio Moscow employee, 
Kostas Mavropoulos, 50, said he had par­
ticipated in meetings where it was decided 
to use non-communist media to develop 
Soviet interests in Greece. 

He said t11e aim was to "foster a dislike 
to NATO and the United States, and to 
convince the public thal the West, partic-

Poet 
Continued from page 3 
of hard labor camps." 

While in prison, Irina Ratushinskaya 
wrote more than 150 poems. Most of 
them were written in tiny handwriting on 
thin strips of paper which were rolled up 
and smuggled out. Others were wrinen 
by a burned matchstick on soap, mem­
orized and washed away. 

She has already been described as one 
of the world's best living poets. 

Irina Ratushinskaya is of Polish de­
scent , was raised in the Ukraine, nur­
tured on Russian literature, and is a de­
voul Christian. Her parents , products of 
the dark age of Stalin, never spoke to her 
about religion. She attributes her faith to 
her "babushka" - her grandmother. 

The power of these ·'babushkas' ' and 
their influence on future generations 
should not be underestimated . You see 
many thousands of these humble women 
in their headscarves, standing for hours 
in Russian churches, their deep-wrinkled 
faces lit up by faith and the candles be­
fore them. Silently, collectively, they 
have undermined all the teachings of 
Marxism-Leninism. 

Only last November, Soviet leader 

Congress (ANC), the South African 
organization known for its poliGy of 
"neck.lacing" or putting tires filled with 
diesel fuel around the necks of political 
opponents and setting them on fire. Call­
ing the ANC "an important factor in the 
South African political equation ,'' Wells 
added that " it began as a peaceful mass 
political organization unlike RE­
NAMO." She reportedly added that 
"RENAMO's commitment to peaceful 
solutions is uncertain and it has no record 
of concern for relief of the suffering in 
Mozambique." 

RENAMO operates hosp.itals and 
schools in the areas of Mozambique it 
controls, which experts estimate is about 
80 percent of the country, and there is 
prosperous agricultural economy in 
those areas. Wells, like the FRELIMO 
regime with which she hopes to build 
closer U.S. ties, holds !hat RENAMO is 
es~entially an unrepresentative terrorist 
movement. 

"Her line, " says the staffer, "'is 1he 
flawed logic the State Department con­
tinues 10 use, and that is that by throwing 
tax. dollars at these governments we 're 
going to wean them away from Marxism­
Leninism-when indeed all we are doing 

ularly the 1Jnited States, was responsible 
for Greece 's foreign policy problems; and 
to loosen ties between Greece and the 
Western alliance." 

Mavropoulos worked with the Greek 
section of Radio Moscow from 1961 to 
I 976, but became outspoken against the 
Soviet regime when he returned to work as 
a journalist in Greece. He defected to Bri­
tain in 1980, after working as a KGB offi­
cer specializing in disinformation in East 
Africa, the Middle East and Western Eu­
rope. 

During their tenure with the KGB , both 
Dzhirkvelov and Mavropoulos worked 
with Vasili Sitnikov, whom they have 
identified as deputy director of the KGB' s 
disinformation department. 

The Economist alleges ii was Sitnikov 
who negotiated a publishing agreement 

Mikhail Gorbachev called in Tashkent 
for a "pitiless" struggle against religion. 

The Soviet authorities, says 
Ratushinskaya , wish to create a new type 
of people, non-believers. " I am very 
happy that they have not succeeded with 
my generation ... . l had no religious 
education. But when I was eight years 
old, our teachers explained 10 us during 
two hours that God does not exist. l won­
dered why grown-up people speak so 
much about things that don't ex isl- and I 
didn't believe 1hem." 

As a poet, Ratushinskaya belongs to 
the humanitarian tradition of Boris Pas­
ternak, Osip Mandelshtam and Anna 
Akhmatova. In style and spirit she is, 
perhaps, closest 10 Akhmatova, who sur­
vived terrible deprivations during tbe 
siege of Leningrad during World War 
Two, and whose firs! husband, a poet in 
the full maturity of his talent, Nikolai 
Gurnilev, was shot by the Bolsheviks in 
1921. He had been a war hero during 
World War I, twice winning the highest 
military award (the Order of St. George), 
a "White," and thus a natural enemy of 
the Reds. 

Neither should one underestimate the 
power of poetry in Russia and the Soviet 
Union. It is perhaps the only country in 
the world where a poc1, even a second-

-- .... .._,,,. _ __ -

Melissa Wells 
is bearing the brunt of a failed economic 
system while people continue to be 
crushed under the • repressive political 
system whieh created the economic prob­
lems in the first place . ., 

On Tuesday, Wells' nomination 
cleared the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, 13-2. After the vote, Sen. 
Paul Trible (R-Va.), who voted against 
the nomination, called Wells "a staunch 
supporter of the Marxist-Leninist reg­
ime." A floor fight over the nomination 
is expected . 

with Bobolas. the publisher of Ethnos. 
Bobolas told the court that he was not 
aware of Stinikov's identity . 

Ethnos, which has a daily circulation of 
180,000, repeatedly referred in its edito­
rials to the "model societies" of the Soviet 
bloc . lt has asserted that the AIDS 
virus was developed by the Pentagon in 
experiments on death-row homosexual 
convicts, as part of American preparations 
for biological warfare. 

The paper also alleged that the Cher­
nobyl nuclear accident may have been the 
result of American sabotage, and that the 
CIA murdered Indian Prime Minister In­
dira Gandhi. 

Consequently, the Economist has 
sought to prove in court thatEthnos " is not 
a part of the free pre-ss, but rather a mouth­
piece of the Soviet propaganda machine." 

rate one like Evgeny Yevtushenko, be­
fore he became a Party hack-writer and 
an alcoholic , could pack a football s1a­
dium for a recital. 

The combination bf religion and poe­
try, is polentially explosive. For this rea­
son Irina Ratushinskaya, whik still 
almost a girl , was regarded by the regime 
as a "particularly dangerous criminal." 

Here are some lines written by 
Ratushinskaya from prison, dedicated to 
all those who have spiritually supported 
her in her own country and abroad: 

.Believe me~ so it happened ofteai 
In solitary confinement, on a windy night 
~'uddenly an embrace of wannth and 

happiness. 
And a note of love would sound. 
And then I knew sleeplessly 
Leaning against the ice cold wall­
Now. now they arc remembering me, 
They are begging the Lord for me. 
My dear ones, thank you 
All~ who remembered and believed in us 
rn the cruelest prison hollf. 
We, surely, could not have 
Gone through all from end to end 
Not bowing our heads, not faltering 
Without your lofty hearts 
Illumining our way. 

.. 
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Gorbachev 
Has Opened 

Pandora's Box 
Marx Lewis 

The media reported last week that there is now an open 
discussion in Moscow over the "missing pages in Soviet 
history. " The debate seems to revolve around the "pur­
pose" of history in Soviet society. 

In a speech published in the Soviet press, Yegor 
Ligachev. the number two man in 
the Soviet Communist Party, 
asserted that the ··ongoing 
reexamination of history should 
stress above all the period of triumph 
of Socia list reconstruction. " Said 
Ligachev . now the Party's chief 
idcologisl: "Our reconstrmrtion (of 
history) is creative, not negative." 

He added, as only a Communist propagandist could , that 
history should provide an "honest and open look back." 
but "not a portrait of continuous mistakes and dis­
appointments." 

The statement by Ligaehev would certainly not have 
been made without first receivi ng the approval of his boss , 
Soviet dictator Mikhail Gorbachev. If so. there is a con­
tradiction between the two men over the role of Soviet 
history. A speech Gorbachev made earlier this year to 
editors appears to contradict what Ligachev said. Gor­
bachev said there must be a more open and honest account 
of Soviet history and an ··end to the blank pages and 

I CAN FILL TIP~ 
SHOES AIU> }OU 
TAXPAYEI\S CAN 

FILL Ill 

forgotten names" iliat characterize Soviet textbooks . 
There is further evidence that all of this is doubletalk in 

the usual practice of Soviet deception. ln the preparations 
that are now being made for anew edition of the history of 
the Soviet Communist Party (the publication of which has 
provoked the debate), Georgi Smimov, and editor and 
advisor to Gorbachev. has suggested another way Soviet 
history should be handled. Smimov proposed in a major 
article in Pravda that the reexamination be confined to the 
last 20 years under the late Soviet dictator Leonid Brezh­
neN and to a reappraisal of Nikita Khrushchev , who 
reigned from 1958 to J 964, and who has since been 
relegated to official oblivion. 

The selection of this period for reevaluation has in itself 
provoked some controversy. Yuri Afanasyev, the new 
rector of the Moscow State Institute of Historian­
Archivists, said he would prefer reevaluating other per­
iods. He proposed a review of the years 1917 to 1929, as 
well as the Khrushchev years of 1956 to 1964. This of 
course would exclude the period of one of the Soviet 
Union's major crimes: the alliance it formed with the 
Nazis to start World War II , which the Communists con­
ducted jointly against the democracies until 1941, when 
Hitler dissolved the partnership and invaded Russia. How 
convenient for historian Afanasyev! 

There are other blank pages the Soviet Communist 
Party could fill , ifit truly wants an honest examination of 
its 70-yearold history, such as: the deliberate starvation of 
millions of Ukrainians in the 1930s as a method of con­
solidating Soviet Communist power; the absorption of the 

Olslribuledby King Fea ture5 Syndicate :J/11 

Baltic states; the Soviet rape of Hungary in 1956; the 
seizure of Czechoslovakia in 1968; and now, Soviet 
aggression against countries in Africa (Soviet power to­
day buttresses the world's most oppressive regime, that of 
Col. Mengistu Haile Mariam in Ethioprn) . Then the 
Soviets could publish some tomes on all the treaties they 
have violated. the blackmail they have employed, and the 
myths they have circulated in the West to hide their status 
as the most despicable government in hi tory. 

One such myth is the cherished notion thar Russia under 
the Czar remained in the dark ages. Actually. pre-Soviet 
Russia was making remarkable strides in catching up with 
the other European countries. Titc people were poor. as 
the majority were in most nations. but the workers and 
peasants were productive. 

Russian rates of growth in industrial output in tltc 
period between 1907 and 1913. prior 10 World War I, 
substantially exceeded the corresponding rates of growth 
during the same period in the U.S .. Britain and Germany. 
These were achieved without the threats of force and 
discipline which Gorbachev and his predecessors have 
used. Endowed more richly with natural resour~es than 
most other nations , and more self-sufficient than most 
others , including the U.S. , Russia could have evolved 
peacefully into one of the world's most powerful industri­
al nations. 

The most glaring failure of the 70-year history of Com­
munist rule in the USSR is to be found in its agricultural 
sector. Through a vast consumer cooperative system, and 
many colleges set up to teach students how to make food 
production more efficient, Russia, during the last years of the 
Czarist regime , was .able to feed not only itself, but a good 
part of the rest of the world. Compare that with the agricultu­
,.il disaster presided over by Communist Party rule: the 
Soviet Union today must import food and its people must 
stand in line for hours at food stores to get their rations 

Yegor Ligachev says "the ongoing reexamination of 
history should stress above all the period of triumph of 
Socialist reconstruction." What triumph? Where? Per­
haps he means the military buildup-truly the Soviets' 
most impressive feat. But even that has not been tested , 
and serves only as a means of blackmail and aggression. It 
has been achieved. for what it is worth, at the cost of the 
poor living standards of all those Soviet people who spend 
so much time standing in line. 

Of course. once the Soviets start filling in their histori­
cal gaps , they will have a lot of other explaining to 
do-for example, why it is that while the life expectancy 
of peoples around the world is expanding, life expectancy 
in the Soviet Union is declining; and why the USSR has an 
infant mortality rate higher than some of the economi<:ally 
backward countries in the Third World. (One factor is the 
heavy consumption of alcohol.) 

So, it looks as if Gorbachev is opening a Pandora ·s box. 
If he wants to convince the rest of the world that he is 
serious about his "openness" campaign- that it is not 
just an expedient to delude the Free World-Gorbachev 
could begin by withdrawing hi~ I I 5,000 troops from 
Afghanistan , and stop dropping "toy~" containing explo­
sives on Afghan children. This would do more to reduce 
tensions than constructing new Soviet histories. 
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