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During recent months, thousands of Maroon refugees have fled Suriname.

Ma Atema is one of them. She sits in a refugee camp that is in French Guiana,
South America, and across the Maroni River from her country.

Ma Atema hunches over in agony for a very specific reason--last November,
she cries, Surinamese government forces massacred 16 of her extended family.
Virtually all were women and children. Three of the dead were pregnant.

The elderly Ma Atema keeps a list of the victims' names and ages for
strangers to read, and it is a painful accounting. Distraught over her loss,
Ma Atema simply wails after awhile, and lets Da Agwe, her son-in-law, talk
about the massacre. Da Agwe, who lost his wife in the attack, begins by
sketching in French Guiana's so0il a drawing of the massacre site,

As horrible as it is, the plight of Ma Atema and her faﬁily is shared by
many. By conservative estimates, 5,000 Maroons--a people sometimes loosely
referred to as "bush Negroes®--have sought refuge in French Guiana., Their
flight there constitutes a new and rapidly developing refugee situation ip the
Western Bemisphere.

Approximately one-half of the Maroons are in four camps near St. Laurent,
a French Guianese border town, while the remainder stay with relatives and
friends in the same area.

Officially, these people have fled civil war in neighboring Suriname.
Yet, several sources contend that the refugees themselves are targets of
Surinamese government persecution. Such charges are bolstered by accounts of
mass killings, individual murders, military attacks on civilians, detention,
disruption of food supplies, and various other forms of deprivation and

harassment,



Despite its relative isolation, French Guiana plays a role in the world
community as a part of France. So far, it has been humane toward the Maroons,
though it regards their presence as an internal matter, not warranting
substantial international involvement, |

But pressure is building for change. Maroon refugees already make up at
least seven percent of French Guiana's population, and more are expected.
Nationally, they are linked to security concerns. France has a large aerospace
center in French Guiana at Kourou, and authorities don't want to risk it by
having poor relations with Suriname. At the same time, local officials worry
over the refugees' impact on their communities. Perhaps in part a result of
these pressures, talks about repatriating the refugees have already been held,

even though conditions in Suriname are extremely uncertain.

Who are the Maroons? They are descendants of African slaves who were
brought to the New World to work the plantations of Suriname, formerly Ductch
Guiana. The Maroons' ancestors, however, rebelled against their enslavement
beginning in }651. They fled into the jungle and developed a unigue
Afro-American culture with its own political system, Also, they used the
jungles as a base in their successful guerrilla war for freedom, In 1760,
Maroons signed the Treaty of Ouca with the plantation owners of coastal
Suriname, and became the first people in the New World to achieve independence.

Approximately 50,000 Maroons live in Suriname, most in remote central and
eastern parts of the country, though a significant number are in Paramaribo,

the capital. The isolation that the Maroons originally sought in the interest



of self-preservation has had a profound impact on their culture. Over the
years, they have visited and communicated with the "outside,® but only on
their terms. Meanwhile, outsiders' contact with Maroons and visits to their
territories have been minimal.

Some 2,000 Aluku, one of six groups of Maroons, settled long ago in
western French Guiana. Commonly teferred to as Boni, the Aluku are, as are all
French Guianese; citizens of France. Prior to the outbreak of civil war in
Suriname last July, there was constant contact between Maroons on both sides
of the Maroni, the river which divides Suriname and French Guiana.

The events which have led up to the current warfare have unfolded

slowly. The Netherlandéfqranted independence to Suriname in 1975, and for five
years the fledging nation functioned as a parliamentary democracy. However,
the government fell to a military coup in 1980, The new leaders dissolved
Parliament and suspended the national constitution, saying they wanted to
diminish the importance of ethnicity in politics. Suriname has a diverse
population of 400,000, primarily Hindustani and Creole,

Lt. Col. Desire Bouterse, the current ruler of Suriname, soon rose to
power promising Surinamers better lives., But Bouterse's government gquickly
degenerated. In December 1982, amidst mounting public ‘pressure for a return to
civilian rule, 15 opposition leaders were tortured and executed without trail
while they were in government custody.

As a result, the Surinamese government "left the impression that those
who violate essential rights, more importantly, the right to life, enjoy
impunity,"* according to the Organization of American States (OaS)

Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.
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Because of the slayings, the Netherlands, the ﬁnited States, and other
countries cut crucial foreign assistance to Suriname. The suspensions have
severely hurt; nonetheless, Suriname has not reformed its policies and
practices on human rights. "...the Surinamese government has [failed] to
respect fundamental individual human rights, most notably, the right to life,
free speech, due process, humane treatment and the...right of people to choose
their own leaders...,"” the QAS humah rights commission concluded in July 1985..
In its most recent human rights report, issued in February 1987, the U.S.
State Department .noted that "the human rights situation in Suriname
deteriorated seriously in mid-1986, particularly in the areas of suspected
killings, disappearance, arbitrary arrest, and detention.® Furthermore, the
State Department said that Maroons are "victims of most human rights
violations..,.."

‘So far, the current civil war has been the most serious challenge to
Bouterse's rule, Several sources say it began as a persoﬁal dispute between
Bouterse and 24-year-old Ronny Brunswijk, a former army sergeant and a Djuka
Maroon [many refugees are Djukas, a tribe from the regions of the Cottica and
Tapanahony Rivers in Suriname]). Yet, it gquickly became a series of strikes by

Brunswijk's small, poorly equipped guerrilla army and retaliatory attacks by
| larger and better-armed government forces. Fighting was fierce in late
November and early December; virtually all of it has occurred in Maroon areas
of the country.

Although the war may be a minor affair by international standards--the
Surinamese military, though it dwarfs the rebel forces, is relatively small
~-injuries, deaths, and depriva;ion have resulted. Many innocents have been

displaced by fighting or have left their villages for shanty towns in



Paramaribo after being told by the government to clear parts of eastern
Suriname, Albina, a key trading center for Maroons near the mouth of the
Maroni River has been destroyed, and Stoelmanseiland, the site of the only
hospital on_5uriname's eastern border south of Albina has been bombed, Other
villages have also been flattened by air bombardment. For their part, the
rebels have taken up hit-and-run tactics against key economic targets.

Disturbingly, several sources allege that the Surinamese government is
not merely seeking to crush the rebels, but that it is committing genocide
against the Maroons. Though the Maroons have enjoyed treaty rights which allow
them political, religious, and culcural freedoms, the current government
imposed “"people's committees® on traditional village political units.
Furthermore, culcural tensions between Maroons and Creoles are well-known, and
they have been exacerbated by the Maroon-led civil war, Bouterse, himself a
Creole, is described as regarding all Maroons as rebel sympathizers and
abettors.

*Many [Maroons] told me about terrible radio broadcasts...made by
Bouterse,® noted Janina Rubinowitz, a researcher, educator, and artist, who
has been visiting’suriname for 20 years. She returned from there most recently
in January and reported on her findings.

Rubinowitz said Maroons told her that Bouterse made many cultural slurs
against them. f[He] shamed all Maroons...," she reported being told, "he
threatened to 'kill all of you' and to 'find your planting grounds and bomb
them.'"

Refugees in French Guiana told USCR that they had either survived or

knew of at least two massacres of Maroons in Suriname, Ma Atema and her



son-in-law, Da Agwe, said their family members were murdered November 19 off a
road between the towns of Moengo and Albina, about 127 kilometers from
Paramaribo. -

According to them, the attack was unprovoked, though they indicated their
families were probably suspected of being rebel supporters, or even close to
Brunswijk himself, since the slaﬁghter happened near the insurgent leader's
native village. Actuvally, these Maroons were migrants from the Tapanahony
River region who had moved north because a daugﬁter had married and setcled
there.

The refugees explained that on the day of the killings, soldiers
appeared, rounded up women and children, and then took them away to another
part of the jungle to be shot. Da Agwe said he couldn't find the bodies until
weeks later.

"They had been eaten by vultures," he recalled.

A second massacre reportedly happened November 29, Survivors said 15
Maroons died, including an infant, and that the killers appeared to be
non-Surinamese.

Press speculation has raised the possibility that Libyans in Suriname may
have committed the killings. Libya opened a diplomatic mission in Paramaribo
two years ago,

"It has been cqnfirmed...that Libyan advisors are in Suriname,* the Dutch

newspaper De Volksrant said last December. Reportedly, two unidentcified

Surinamese businessmen had given the location of some 200 Libyan "terrorism
experts® to Dutch media.

The massacre reports warrant further investigation and analysis by






independent parties to resolve the guestions that remain--estimates of the
number of such attacks and the deaths they have caused vary widely, for
example. But there is no doubt that c¢ivilians were brutaliy killed. Dutch
newspapers have published pictures of slain Maroons, while governments and
organizations including the Netherlands, the United States, and th; UN have
condemned and publicized accounts of massacres, In its human rights report,
the State Department said that killings have occurred in Paramaribo as well as
in the bush, and it added that conservative estimates puE the minimum total
number of ciyilian dead from-Surinamese military sweeps in December at 244,

So far, explanation of the deaths has been less than satisfactory. Noting
that civilians were warned to leave war zones, Suriname contends that such
killings should be expected in a c¢ivil war.

"The death of innocents is a logical consequence of combat,” M. Henk

Heidweller, a high-ranking Surinamese official, said in a newspaper interview.
Civil Unrest in Suriname--The Fffect on Other Nations

French Guiana, the land in which massacre survivors and others have
sought asylum, has a population of approximately 7%,000. Though it is about
the size of Indiana, it is also mostly wilderness, and people are confined by
geography to living along the Atlantic coast; nearly half of the populacion is
in Cayenne, the capital,.

Ethnically, the country is extremely diverse. By one estimate, 85
different nationalities and 150 ethnic groups are found in French Guiana.

Africans, Creoles, Europeans, Fast Asians, Chinese, and Amerindians are
greatest in number, along with illegal immigrants from Haiti and Brazil.

Census figures, however, are unreliable; the U.S. Consulate in Martinique,






which oversees American interests in French Guiana, says that a large number
of Haitians and other immigrants may be under-reported, Other sources contend
that Haitians are the largest single group in the country.

Once, foreign labor was welcomed for employment in menial jobs,
especially during the construction of the French aerospace center at Rourou, a
coastal city less than 100 kilometers northwest of Cayenne. However, such work
is scarce now; overall, there is little ‘industry in French Guiana, and the
government employs much of the work force. Two years ago, the U.S., Consulate
put unemployment at 1§.3 percent, though it said a black market in labor makes

that figure "problematical.®

Meanwhile, tightening French immigration policies, as well as the
Surinamese civil war, have prompted French Guiana to screen those within its
borders. Authorities reportedly make immigration and security checks on the
one bus which travels daily between St. Laurent and Cayenne.

Relations between the two countries have been strained. Suriname accused
French Guiana of preparing an invasion after the latter étrengthened its
military presence along the Maroni. Widely disregarded as propaganda, the
charge was formally denied. Suriname, too, is surely aggravated by reports of
Brunswijk being seen visiting French Guiana's refugee ‘camps, as well as
Cayenne,

Contact between.Suriname and the Netherlands, which was already uneasy,
has also been severely tested. In December, former Surinamese Foreign Minister
Henk Herrenberg charged the Negherlands with permitting the recr;itment of

anti-government mercenaries among its substantial--one press report says more

than 180,000--Surinamese community. Consequently, and at the suggestion of the

Surinamese government, the Dutch withdrew their ambassador from Paramaribo,



though diplomatic relations still exist between the two countries.

The United States has "correct,® if not friendly, relations with the
current government, according to State Department sources. Reportedly,
Bouterse considers himself a leader of non-aligned nations. Regionally,
Suriname has reportedly been isolated by its distinct language--Dutch is
principally spoken--colonial roots, and customs. Bouterse's best *"friend®
appears to be Brazil. Surinamese military have trained in that country, and
private Brazilian manufacturers have sold armaments to Suriname,

In 1983, Bouterse tried to appease Washington over the murders of his
political opponents by expelling an influential Cuban delegation. Yet, times

may have changed. The-Washington Post reported on February 24 that Suriname is

bolstering its ties with Libya. According to the story, the United States and
France suspect Libya of trying to establish a base in Suriname for terrorist
cperations in Latin America: The report quoted Surinamese officials as
defending the new relationship by saying they were, in effect, forced to Iook
elsewhere for assistance after the Netherlands suspended its foreign aid
package to Suriname several years ago,

Still, the United States, which is Suriname's largest trading partner,
is taking a "wait-and see®™ approach to Surinamese promises of democracy, even
though many observers consider them empty pledges. Promising a constitution
that wéuld "end racial politics," Bouterse predicted recently that "new
democratic government structures®™ will be introduced after March 31, 1987. The
constitution is.being drawn up by a military-dominated assembly.

Because of a c¢ollapse of communication and severely reduced travel

between urban Suriname and the interior, the Surinamese government, as well as
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foreign embassies in Paramaribo, have almost no information about the
well-being of thousands of Maroons who live in remote jungle, As for the
refugee situation in French Guiana, U.S. consular officials from Martinique
visited the area recently, and Ehey take the position of respecting the Maroon

presence there as an internal French matter. French Guiana is a two-and-

one-half hour plane trip from Martinique, and consular officers normally visit

the country only three times yearly.

The Refugee Situation

Wichin French Guiana, the influx of Maroons is officially described as
unéer control and as inappropriate for significant international involvement,
Indeed, the Maroons are not regarded as refugees, but as "displaced® persons;
the term is meant to suggest that they are in French Guiana temporarily.
Authorities see their role as providing the Maroons with protection and very
basic food, shelter, and medical care. Currently, caring for the Maroons costs
French Guiana $400,000 monthly. Their assistance is supplemented by Dutch
relief agencies.

Arrivals. continue in 1987, though they have declined from the high levels
of late 1986. Officials are vague about refugee flows; they respond to queries
by saying that arrivals are unpredictable and closely linked to the intensity
of fighting in 5uriname; But unofficial estimates put January daily arrival
rates at between 20 and 50 persons. For example, according to one private
source, 38 persons alone sought refuge in French Guiana on one day during the

weekend of January 30. Several reports indicate that Brunswijk forces are

transporting Maroons in eastern Suriname to crossing points near and south of
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Apatou, an up-river settlement in French Guiana. There are no reports of
Maroons being denied asylum, or going to any other countries in South America.

Most of the refugees are women and children, and more than half of the
estimated actual number of Maroons are living with relatives and friends in
the St. Laurent region. The remainder are spread among four camps: the
largest, near the St. Laurent airport, held in two sections approximately
1,300 people as of February; a second camp, Acarouany, about 25 kilometers
from St. Laurent, held 850 persons, while 200 others were at a "transit® camp
at Apatou, In February, a fourth camp opened near Acarounay at Charvein,

Structurally, the camps are no m;re than.a collection of tents at the St.
Laurent airport and Apatou; Acarouvany, however, is different. There, Maroons
stay in the abandoned houses of a former leper colony. When the refugees first
learned of its history, they balked at the idea of going to Acarouany, but the
camp is said to have become popular. Set amidst the jungle, it is regarded as
a rough equivalent of Maroon villages in Suriname. The French Foreign Legion
administers Acarouany, while French military units run the other camps.

Residents are free to come and go at all camps, and families have been
kept together. Most of the refugees are healthy, and medical care is good.
Still, much needed social and psychological services-=the kind of care that
would serve grieved family members well, for example--are unavailable. And,
although a large percentage of the refugees are school-aged children,
educational services, too, are lacking, Furthermore, there are also reports
that some camp administrators can't communicate well with the refugees.

Many Maroons who were interviewed by USCR expressed gratitude to French
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Guiana for granting them asylum. But there were minor complaints., Several
people spoke of having being given eitherAill-f{thing clothes or having hardly
anything to wear. Others asked for better food and said that refugee children
should be in school. There is reason to believe the French Guianese
authorities will meet the physical needs of refugees, but schooling~-implying
some permanence to the refugees' presence, and a complicated proposition given
the language accommodations that would have to be made--is another story.

Perhaps the most serious complaint appeared to be beyond the control of
camp authorities, Recently, Suriname changed its currency, and the switch cut
out many Maroons--both those still in the country and the refugees--who were
unable to get to banks to exchange their old money. Consequently, life savings
were rendered worthless in some cases, and refugees described themselves as
destitute. One man who had the new currency said local St. Laurent banks
refuse to honor it. |

Yet, the loss of the savings is only one of the issues affecting the
Maroons. Prior to the civil war, a large percentage of adults in every Maroon
village received salaries from the government for services rendered on behalf
of their community. They included tribal government reéresentatives, boatmen,
electricians, and other laborers. Women, too, held redponsible positions
within the tribal government, and the elderly and the infirm received welfare

payments. Since mid-1986, however, the monies paid these people have stopped.

The Maroons' memories of their last days in Suriname were fresh and
painful. Aside from the grief of massacre victims like Ma Atema, the strongest
emotion that refugees showed was outrage over strafings of civilians by

government aircraft.
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*The plane was so low that the pilot could have séen women and children
below," a man said as he described one such attack. In his case, he explained,
insurgents were escorting Maroons to safety in cleariy marked, noncombatant
vehicles. A group of approximately 25 Maroons who were listening to his
account confirmed the strafings, saying they happened regula;ly. All had been
in French Guiana less than one month.

Stories also arose about the detention of Maroons in Suriname. Several‘
people said they had relatives who were rounded up and never heard from again.
Moreover, remaining family members are believed to suffer severe psychological
pain as a result of the lack of information--for one thing, communication
systems in the interior of Suriname, never extensive to begin with, have
drastically deteriorated.

"We don't know if they are alive or dead,® said one man. He also reported
unconfirmed stories about detainees being tortured.

However, two individuals interviewed by USCR not only claimed to have
been detained, but they also said they witnessed Beatings. One man said he was
picked up along with 23 others and held for two days because an informant had
mistakenly reported him as a rebel sympathizer,

*They had a list of names, and they would call people out,* he
remembered. "They would break people's hands. Those who were hurt were just
taken away."

Another man alleged that he had been held four days; he said that he was
forced to stand with his hands on his head for one day, and given very little
sustenance throughout his detention.

"people were beaten in front of me,® he said,
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These accounts don't stand alone., According to the State Department, for
example, over 100 Maroons were picked up in a military sweep in December and
taken to various military installations where conditions are notoriously poor.
Some have been released, but many are still detained, even tpough they have
not been turned over to judicial authorities for legal proceedings. De
vVolksrant reported the arrests of "dozens of Maroons®™ on December 2; and Ehe
OAS, in its 1985 report, said "the right to personal integrity" in Suriname is
frequently violated through "arbitrary detentions...followed by beatings and
deprivation of food, sleep, and shelter...."

*This situation is even more serious given the lack of access to the
detainee by members of his family and lawyers...," the 0OAS added,

Additionally, a non—Méroon who lived in Suriname until very recently
indirectly confirmed the refugees' accounts of detention. In an interview with
USCR, this source claimed to have seen 30 Maroons detained at a military
station in Albina in early August, and to have heard the c¢ries of beating
victims. Surinamese military also shot a retarded 20-year-old at a checkpoint
in Albina last October, according to this source. She said officials indicated
that the killing of the young man was warranted because he was a rebel

supporter.,

One large unanswered question pertains to the fate of Maroons who are
still in Suriname. There are fears that many may be trapped, afraid or
unwilling to leave, or deluding themselves to be safe from attack.

Rubinowitz, one of the few observers to travel inside Suriname
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recently, saw extremely discouraging signs.

"Maroon culture is on the cutting edge of destruction," she said in her
report.

According to Rubinowitz and refugee reports, some Maroons in and near
Drietabbetje, a village in southeastern Suriname near the Tapanahony River,
were grossly underweight and a few were starving. Villages were completely
without rice and other foods, as well as basic necessities such as matches.
Ifonically, though, even if supplies were available, it is likely that Maroons
wouldn't be able to buy them because of their financial destitution.

One well-informed independent source gave a mild assessment of
conditions along Suriname's northern and central border with French Guiana.
Wich few exceptions, he said, food, medical supplies, and health care were
more than adequate. In fact, Medicins Sans Frontieres, a private, French
medical services agency, which is coordinating services to the area, was
considering withdrawing its operation in March,

This source added, though, that the condicion of Maroons in the south-
eastern part of the country and in the south central region immediately below
the Blommestein Sea--an area where 20,000 people live--was less clear.
According to him and other sources, the Surinamese government has denied
humanitarian organizations permission to work in south central Suriname, and

it has also regularly blocked supply transports destined there.

Another unanswered question is the extent of French Guianese willingness
to provide asylum to the refugees. Pressure built in January to end the “open

door® policy which has been adopted so far as local mayors jointly expressed
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several worries, including concerns over the Maroons' impact on community
sanitation systems, health facilities, housing projects, and schools.

French Guiana has resisted suggestions to put refugee children in
schools, claiming that such propqsals are prohibitively expensive. But some
observers say that position masks an attempt to keep the refugee situation
from appearing permanent.

According to a local newspaper; the mayors asked departmental
authorities to assume responsibility for the refugees' care "so that local
economies don't suffer...." However, a well-informed source told USCR that
1ocai coffers would probably begin paying for care by July, at the latest, if
the status quo continues,

Meanwhile, at another January meeting, representatives of French Guiana,
the French foreign ministry, Suriname, and the refugees themselves discdssed
repatriation prospects.

French Guiana took the role of observer, alchough authorities say it
would go along with a repatriation plan if three broadly defined criceria are
met: the refugees' return to Suriname is voluntary; the Surinamese government
cooperates; and the violence and persecution in Suriname decrease dramatically.

Reportedly, the refugees said they would consider retﬁrning to Su}iname,
but they wanted several conditions honored first. Chief among them are a
surinamese accounting of the massacres; an end to aerial strafings;
redistribution of food and medical supplies in eastern Suriname; and a
government restoration of Albina.

Basically, the repatriation session proved inconclusive. A source

sympathetic to the Maroons said that the Surinamese delegation was alternately
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unresponsive and condescending, and that it also knew that refugee
_representatives were using false names to protect themselves from potential
reprisals. That fact raised fears that a Surinamese spy had infiltrated
refugee camps; also, the Surinamese challenged the qualifications of the
refugee delegates by noting their fraudulent identities.

In the refugees camps and Maroon villages near St. Laurent, the
repatriation session triggered strong negative reaction. Several said they
expected to be killed if they return to Suriname, and virtually all said they
would return only if Bputerse leaves government, One village head man in La
Charboniere, a small town near St. Laurent where many refugees fled, spoke
vehemently against repatriation. Other sources said that the Paramacca, a
small Maroon tribe of approximately 1,000, had asked permission to stay in
French Guiana indefinitely., The Paramacca have fled en masse from Suriname.

"There is one‘thing I want to gay,' Granman Foster, the elderly
paramount chief of the Paramacca, said at the conclusion of the interview with
USCR. "My people are in a corner. They have nothing,... We neeé help to get
Bouterse out, He must stop oppressing people."

Granman Foster, who has taken refuge at Apatou, said his people have
been wrongly persecuted by Suriname., He explained that Bouterse became angry
with his village of Langatabbetje because Brunswijk forces were using the area
around it as a base. According to him, his people were caught in the middle,
powerless to stop either the rebels or the government. Finally, Surinamese
forces attacked Langatabbetije.

Though feelings against Bouterse were strong, it was not clear how many

of the refugees actively support Brunswijk. Certainly, the atmosphere in the
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camps suggests that sympathies generally lie with the rebels. The Maroons,
though, may be more interested in a change of government than in Brunswiijk.
The.rebel leader, whose own family members are refugees, is considered a

political unknown, other than among the Maroons, who only seeks Bouterse's

ouster. He has been quoted as saying he would step aside if he is successful.

Prospects

For the Maroons, it appears that their future is uncertain at best and
dangerous at worst. Those who have made it to French Guiana are in a place of
asylum that is growing increasingly restive about refugees. Another meeting on
repatriation is scheduled for March. This time, Maroon leaders still in
Suriname are expected to represent refugee interests. It isn't clear that the
those representatives--leaders, but not refugees themselves--would have a
clear understanding of the refugees' concerns and needs,

Meanwhile, for those Maroons who remain in Suriname, the future appears
even more bleak, Many may be on the verge of starvation in Suriname because of
disruptions caused by the civil war. Conceivably, others could become the
victims of stiil more massacres, In any event, it appears likely that the
predictions of most tefugees who were interviewed will come true--namely, that
substantially more refugees will be arriving in Frénch Guiana.

Fighting in Suriname, along with the refugee flows, is also expected to
continue. Although Brunswijk is given a modest chance of achieving a military
victory, his battle against the regime could significantly hurt the economy of

an already depressed country. In February, the Washington Post reported that

Bouterse had announced plans to launch a new drive against the rebels by using

helicopters and other military equipment he had acquired from abroad.
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According to the Post, though, Bouterse did not disclose the source of the
materiel. Meanwhile, a Dutch news agency also reported that government
helicopters staged an air attack against three Maroon villages on the Cottica
River on February 7. Casualty figures were unavailable. According to that éame
report, Henk Chen A Sen, the former president of Suriname who is prominent
among Surinamese exiles in the Netherlands aiding the rebels, said that
Alouette helicopters arrived in Suriname recently along with more than a dozen
*portuguese-speaking Africans.* Reportedly, that aircraft was used in the
Februar§ air attacks. Additionally, a source close to the situation confirmed
to USCR the sighting of Libyan aircraft in Suriname.

In February, too, resignations marked the Surinamese government, and
several days of anti-Bouterse demonstrations occurred in Paramaribo. Five
officials, including foreign minister Berrenberg, officially quit for
*personal reasoﬁs,"but sources indicate that much more serious factors
contributed to the resignations. HBow this disruption in the government will
affect the so-called moves toward "democratization®™ remain to be seen,
Demonstrators were in the hundreds, and they called for the ouster of
Bouterse. Eight people were taken-into custody for organizing the
demonstration; unconfirmed reports indicated that government force may have
been used against others.

In the meantime, French Guiana faces continuing a complicated balancing
act that touches on the past, the present, and the future., Specifically, it
must find a way to honor long held humanitarian traditions and values, while
keeping reasonable relations with Suriname, which was provoked yet again

recenty by reports of anti-government mercenaries using French Guiana as a
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staging area., Maintaining that bglance should only become more difficult as
human needs collide with political forces.

How long can refugee children be kept out of school in Frenéh Guiana in
order to éppeaée local concerns about a long-term refugee problem? How long
can massacre victims like Ma Atema spend their days without benefit of
appropriate care? Indeed, how long will it be before concerns about the
welfare of the refugees receive the focussed attention they require?
Currently, the answers to such questions are unavailable. Soon, though, they

will have to be found,
The Amerindians--Suriname's Other Reflgees

Maroons are the major part of the refugee story in French Guiana, but
they are not the only cne. Approximately 1,000 Amerindians, natives of
northeastern South America, are estimated to have also fled across the Maroni
River from Suriname,

The term Amerindian distinguishes these people from East Indians,
migrants who came to the region in the last century to work plantations after
the abolition of slavery. The Amerindians of Suriname;, originally from the
Arawak and Caribe groups, make up less than three percent of the population.
In French Guiana, the Arawaks domiﬁated centuries ago, but they were
supplanted by Caribe. Census data puts the native population of French Guiana
at 3,000.

The Amerindians' situation is unique; Objects of benign neglect through

history, they, like many Western Hemisphere indigenous people, have been

marginal to modern society. In Suriname, few have become urbanized; the
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majority have, as one source noted, retained their isolated culture, one
inclined toward hunting and fishing.

Their outsider status has had its disadvantages. Amerindians, moreso than
Maroons, are considered Suriname's most economically depressed group. But
because they have been so overlooked, there are no reports of Amerindians
being political targets.

Though forced off their lands by the currént conflict in Suriname,
Amerindians are considered indifferent in general toward the civil war;
furthermore, according to sevé;al sources, native guides led government death
squads to Maroon villages to commit massacres. Indeed, some Maroon refugees
interviewed by USCR complained bitterly about the guides. Also, some
Amerindians have reportedly gone back back to Suriname and looted abandoned
Maroon properties upon their return.

The Amerindians are the least visible refugees. None are in camps;
virtually all are with relatives and friends in several villages in the
northwest corner of French Guiana. Most are described as seeking permanent
asylum, and some reportedly believe that they have been granted it. Yet, asked
by USCR about those reports, French Guianese authorities denied them, saying

that they only planned to shelter all refugees temporarily.
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CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATICNS

Civil unrest in Suriname appears to be not only continuing, but increasing,
an§.there seems little hope that the conflicts in that country can be resolved
quickly. But until that time, it is possible to ease the situation of the
thousands of refugees who are fleeing persecutioﬁ and violence in Suriname.

It is within this context, that the following recommendations are made,

1. French Guiana is to be commended for its humaneness towa;d people fleeing’
Suriname. Still, the vast majority of those who have fled in recent months are
unquestionably refugees under widely accepted international conventions, and
as such, they should fall under the proteétion of the United Nations Bigh
commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). Especially in the setting of formal
repatriation programs, UNHCR'S involvement would be crucial, as it could
conceivably monitor the conditions of repatriated individuals. UNBCR could
also help guard against international and local pressures which often
emphasize expediency rather than the protection of refugees. Rightly, French
Guiana has involved the refugees in the repatriation discussions so far;
still, their participation alone isn't enough. As refugees, these people not
only deserve, but they also need, a diplgmatic protector with experience and
standing in the complex, delicate, and subtle world of repatriation
negotiations. The UNHCR should be that party and French Guiana should invite

its participation.
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2. While French Guiana has treated refugees well so far, a more comprehensive
response to their needs is warranted now. To date, merely minimal care has
been provided in camps which are run solely by military administrators with
limited ability to communicate with the refugees, and minimal sensitivity to
their problems. The fact that there is no end to the turmoil in Suriname in
sight--and the distinct possibility that civil warfare will
intensify-~dictates that a broader, more substantial, and more flexible
*proactive®™ approach to refugee care be taken. In the interest of‘achieving
that goal, authorities must acquire a deeper understanding of who the refugees
are. To begin with, a census of the refugee population should bé taken. Beyond
that, massacre survivors should have psychological services available to them;
the refugees' sense of loss and helplessness, includin; their sharp feelings
of financial destitution, should be qddiessed: the large number of refugee
school children should be taught; and overall, the refugees' time should be
channelled constructively. A UNHCR presence in the camps would help to achieve
these goals,

similarly, more needs to be done for the refugees who are not in the
camps, and the communities which have taken them in. At the least, there
should be aid to sustain those communities through the current crisis, and
steps should also be taken to promote understanding between the refugees and

local citizens in order to preclude tensions.

3. Given the numerous reliable reports of widespread human rights violations
in Suriname, it is critical that independent human rights organizations
conduct thorough but urgent investigations and analyses of conditions in the
country. Of particular concern are reports of massacres and murders,

detentions, air strafings of civilian targets, and starvation. After the
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findings of such an investigation are known, governments should rethink their
policies towaéd Suriname accordingly. Furthermore, the Organization of
American States and foreign embassies in Paramaribo should strengthen their
monitoring of the human fights situation in Suriname, and in areas beyond the
capital in particular. If they are denied the ability to do so, they should

react in ways that pressure the current governﬁent appropriately.

4. Surinamese refugees have suffered a lot, including neglecg by the media.
Particularly in the United States, Suriname's largest trading partner, press
reports about the refugee situation in French Guiana and the factors which
have caused it have been few and far between. This neglect must end.
Conceivably, an atmdsphere that is more conducive to refugee protection and to
saving the lives of people still in Suriname would result if dgreater press

attention was paid. For one thing, it would inform humanitarian organizations

which are in a position to help, but which may know nothing about Surinamese

refugees.

The plight of Surinamese refugees should not seem remote and insignificant.
To the contrary, it is one which should be of great interest to any and all
peace-loving people, and eSpecial%y to Americans, since it is part of a
tragedy that is occurring relatively near to U.S. shores, These refugees
cherish independence, and they have a long history in the Western Hemisphere.
Furthermore, it appears all but certain that the majority are struggling to

survive racial persecution, something which Americans strongly repudiate,
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cause Suriname is not located on
any of the major fravel routes,
. does not have lavish hotel accom-

- modations, nor does its language

—Sranan Tongo (sometimes
called Tuki-Taki'—easily lend it-
sell to many reporters. Nonethe-
less, a brutal c¢ivil war with
gennolitical implications, not -to
mention sensitized American se-
curity concerns raised by the Lio-
yan inve. vement, has evclved.
Suriname, cranted its inde-
pendence by the Dutch in 1975,
centered its political system
around the parliament, which
was dominated by three major
political parties representing the
largest ethnic groups: the Credles
(31 percent of the population). the
Hindustanis {37 peresnt), and the
Juvanese (10.3 percent). In 1980
the democratically eiscted gov-

' Aaron was toppled during a mili-
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tary coup led by a group known
as the “Sergeants.” Since the
cotp, the former Dutch ecolony
has been ruled by Bouterse and
his close military associates. The
traditional ethnic parties have
been banned. and two maryinal
leftist parties still function under
These pariies,
the Revolutiorary People's Party
(RVP) and the Progressive La-
borers and Farmers Union
(PALU), have little actual p-wer
and have been in "ind out of Bou-
terse’s favor depending on the
government's need for a scape-
goat. The brutal murder of 15
leading opposition figures by the
government in December 1982,
followed by the alleged suicide of
the regime's number two man,
Maj. Roy Horb, who was appalled
by the massacre, characterizes

ernment of Prime Mlmster Henk |

. the present polmcal elimate in
| Suriname, as does the muzzling

TR, T T IR R D R e T

. .

of the press and an erratic course
between the Left and the Right,

" complete w..h linkages to Cuba

and Libya.

Econon. -ally, things have gone
from had 10 worse. In 1985, “he
econi:ny shrank for ithe fou th
consecutive year, registering a
GNP growth rate of -5.1 percent,
one of the worst ir *iie Caribbean
region. Inflition lLas risen {rom
4.6 percent in 1984 o 12.5 percent
in 1993; the fipure for 1930 is
expected to be still higher. Be-
cause of the slide in bauxite and
alumiua earnings and sporadic la-
bor unrest in that sector, & recent
study by the Inter-American De-
velopinent Bank noted that pros-
pects for 1987 are “uncertain™ and
that the nation will require “sev
eral difficult vears of transition.”
Moreover, in the aftermath of
the December 1982 massacre, the
Dutch su=pended an aid package,
which hud been a “golden hand-
shake” at the time of independ-
ence in 1975, worth $1.5 billivn
over a 10-15 year prriod. That
loss, estimated ai $600 million at
the tiine of susp.nsion, was 2 se-
vere blow to the economy as the
vearly dishur<ements accounted
for close to a third of the GNP.
The United States, in aeferring
to the Netherlands on this issue,
also suspended aid.

The ill winds blowing into Suri-
name continued through 1985 s
the resime’s image was tainted
even {urther by the drug arrest of
one of Boutcrse's lieutenants and
his conviction in an American
court. While this incident had
negative implications for the gov-
ernment at a time when interna-
tional attention was being focused
or. the drug trade, a new inter-
nal oryonent has arisen to haunt

Bouterse. '
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Cpl. Ronnie Brunswijk, a form-
er bodvguard to Bouter 2, left the
regime in early 1986. cirunswijk
leads the hardline opposition that
believes the only way to return a
democratic government to Suri-
pame will be to drive Bouterse

and his  supporters from the
¢ountry. Deginning in late July,
the rebels began a campaign of
hit-and-rur: attacks against gov-
ernment military forces. Operat-
ing from the porous border with
French Guiana, the SLA has
made life for the Bouterse gov-
ernment difficult.

The “small war”

The “war” along the Marowijne
River that separates Suriname
from French Guiana has become
an arena of conflict hetween the
well-equipped Surinamese armed
forces and the SLA. The insur-
gents. numbering (by some esti-
mates) 300-600 men, seized the
government outposts at the town
of Albina and downed a Brazilian-

made heliconier carrying rein-

forcements. The government then
sent more trosps into the Marow-
ijne District and claimed to de-
stroy an SLA base, “inflicting
heavy casualties on rebel forces.”

Despite the claim of -a govern-
ment victory, the SLA campaign
has continued with new attacks.
Albina was surrounded, and in
early December, the government
evacuated the garrison. There
were even raids conducted close
t0 the major international airport
causing the Brazilians to susyend
Varig flights to Suriname.. The
intensity of the conflict, howe- er,
increased substantially in Decem-
ber when the SILLA overran the
key bauxite-produéing town of
Moengo in the northeast corner of

the country. An agreement con-
cluded with the nation's two for-
eign bauxite companies, which
would pump $150 million into
Suriname, was suddenly endan-
gered by the SLA. Bouterse was
forced to take prompt action: Al-
legedly backed by Libyan com-
mandos (one source noted a to-
tal of 65), government troops
launched a major counteroffen-
sive and retook the town after
heavy fighting. Libyan involve-
ment, however, has been ques-
tioned as no proof Las material-
ized and the accuvations have
been mude solely by exile groups
who may be seeling to convert
the anti-Libyan stance of the
United States into possible assist-
ance. Officials of the American
bauxite company in the area saw
no evidence of Libyans. The un-
certainty over whether Libyans
were involved was also noted by
Secretary of State George Shultz
on Decemnor 16: “There are ru-
mors about that [a Libyan pres-
ence] and there's a certain
amount of information, but I don't
consider it such that I would want
to make a definitive statement.”
Eilliot Abrams, assistant sec-
retary of state for inter-Ameri-
can affairs, however, has intimat-
ed that the Libyans are indeed in
Suriname and that they are there
for a purpose which is contrary to
the interests of the United States.

Bouterse's “victory” a. Moengo
could turn out to bhe ¢ mewhat
hollow. Although a strat.,ric town
was recaptured and the SLA suf-
fered casualties, reports filtered
out through a stream of refugees
in French Guiana that govern-
ment troops were responsible for
close to 100 civilian deaths. Ac-
cording to former Suriname pres-
ident Henk Chin A. Sen, who se-

cretly visited the area, the vic-
tims included old women and chil-
dren. It has been alleged that the
Bush Negro population {10 per-
cent of the nation's 377,000 inha-
bitants) in the area was singled
out as a target by government
siiidiers because that ethnic group
was known to be supportive of the
SLA. If this is the case, which is
likely, the war has taken a new
and violent twist as one group of
the nation's multiethnic citizenry
has been targeted for reprisal. A
letter daled November 2, 1986,
from a Bush Negro fundraiser
in Amsterdam, documents the
plight of this group of people:
“All maroon [another name for
Bush Negro] are fighting [togeth-
er] against Bouterse; our chiefs
—[and] granmans—included and
now because of this war, our people
m Suriname are euf ering. They
are isolated from Furamaribo and
they need food, med:cine and weap-~
onfs] to continue the war, because
1t becomes the war for life or death
Jor the maroon now; we cannot
stop, if we want to survival.”

Although traditionally there
has existed a degree of tension
among the various ethnic groups
in the country, the level of vie-
tence against one group has never
been high, This recent twist is o
sad depurture and has the poten-
tial to leave a negative legacy in
the nation’s future political devel-
opment.

Broader implications

The ongoing rebellion in ~ari-
name has s number of inte:rma-
tional implications as it invoives
not only the governmen:s of Juri-
name and France (French Juiana
is a part of that nation}, but also
Brazil, Libya, the Netherlands,
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strongly challenged for control

2,000 soldiers were dispatched to
help Idi Amin in Uganda against
a successful Tanzanian-led inva-
sion. For Libya this would fulfill

ern Hemisphere, and it would also
embarrass France and the United
States, providing a possible base
of operations against French
Guiana and the French Caribbean
islands of Martin:.ue and Guade-
loupe and U.S. allies in the East-
ern Caribbean. = -

Roots of the conflict

Libya's motives for maintain-
ing a presence in Suriname have
their roots in its longstanding
feud with France in- Africa and
with the United States, especially
after the hombing of Tripoli in
April 1986. The French have tra-
ditionally exerted a major influ-
ence in parts of Africa, especially
West Africa, in many of its form*
er colonies. French ties have
evolved since the era of decoloni-
zation along economic and cultur-
al lines, Moreover, many African
states have relied on French mili-
tary might to guarantee regional
stability or national security. In

dependence groups in a, number

noted Libvan involvement in
Guadeloupe in the Caribbein and
New Caledonia in the South Pa-
cific. Questions have arisen about

Libyan intentions in the Carib-

bean are also related to a strong
desire to strike back at the Unit-
ed States. As the United States
has 4 number of strong allies in
the Eastern Caribbean, access
from Suriname is converient for
‘Libyan ageénts to run ¢peratitns.
In particular, Libya has sought to
maintain ties with small radical

* groups in Saint Lucia and Domin-
ica. Considering the instability

in the Eastern Caribbean in the
1970s, the United States has in-
. creased its presence in the area
through greater amounts of for-
eign aid and military support. Al-
though irritating, Libyan actions
in the Eastern Caribbean to date
have been kept to a minimum due
‘largely to that nation’s image as a
me-"dler in others’ affairs.
Suriname’s Libvan ties date
back to the 1960 and 19708 when
Surinamese Islamic groups ap-
proached Col. Qaddafi for finan-
cial -assistance in constructing re-
ligrious buildings. The relationship

. of Libyan assistance was strong.

encing financial difficulties of its
own, cu. back on its aid. From
1983 onward, Libyan and Suri-
namese officials met, Bouterse

leader at one point contemplated
converting to Islam. More likely,
he was probably seeking to curry
the Arab nation's favor. By 1986,
the Libyan presence in Suriname
had grown considerably: as evi-
denced by the construction of a

' number of Islami¢ religious - en-

ters, the arrival of Libyan coun-
terinsurgency instructors and
military equipment, and the sign-
ing of a barter agreement hc-
tween the two nations.
“Apparently - the purpose cof
these commandos and instructors
is to replace a number of Cubans,”

4 Surinamese leader now li-ing in

exile in the Netherlands recently

noted. “To Libya it is important |

that these military - [personnel]
can be deployed for subversive
activiiies in the region, especially
since Grenada cannot fur.~tion ns
a basis anymore und the Cuban

' presence in Suriname has ostensi-

bly been repelled from Suriname.”

i He also commented that the Liby-

ans were in his country not so

)
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yan mission houses one of the | the late 1970s and 1980s, Libya { became more significant after %
Jargest {oreign proups in the | has challenged the French posi- | 1983 when the United States and ; -kf;fj
country—with at least three ac- tion in a number of countries, | its Eastern Carilivean allies inter- 3 g;’”
credited diplomats and a force of | especially Chad, where both na- | vened in Grenada. The possibili- 1
more than 100 military instruc- | tions have stationed troops and | ty of similar methods being used . ﬁ w‘
tors and commandos—little is | effectively partitioned the country | against Suriname, combined with \ 1475
known about hew much actual | in 1983, with Libyvan forces tak- | considerable Brazilian pressure, | i 453
assistance the Libyans provide | ing control in the north and the | forced Bouterse 1o expel the Cu- | i !f",,‘,f_gQ
the government. One source in | French in the south. ban mission, which had grown (¢ "g fﬁf
Suriname has estimated that the While the French were able to | be quite sizable. Forced 1o reduce i ¥
number of commandos is between | halt Libvan advances in Africa, @ ties to Cuba, witheut Dutch and oy %
55 and 65 and actual military ad- | Libya turned in the mid-1980s to | U.S. aid, and with an economy in 3 fg"
visers close to 40. If Borterse is | training arld financing radical in- | increasing'y dire straits, the lure : g};
2

of the nation, Libya could send | of overseas French depariments. To further exacerbate the prob- S
troops as it did in 1379 when | French intelligence sources have | lem, Brazil, which was experi- g Qg%

.t.
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two objectives: It would bolster | Libyan involvement in terrorist | traveled to Tripoli to meet with 3‘
one of its few allies in the West- | activities in Paris. Qaddafi, and the Surinamese TR
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‘vetoing Suriname’s access to in-
ternational credit markets either
through multinational organ:.a-
tions such as the Worid Bank
or through commercial banks, a
move that has indeed hurt the
Bouterse regime and the Suri-
namese economy. They have also
contributed to the sense of ur-
gency within the exile communi-
ty and to the de’(errnmatlon of the
insurgents in Suriname to remove
Bouterse.

The United States has dis-
tanced itself from the situation
although it did at an earlier stage
renew foreignm aid. In many re-
spects, Washington has deferred
to hoth the Netherlands and Bra-
zil on the matter. It does main-
tain, however, an interest in the
region, and U.S. troops have used
French Guiana for training with
French forces. Moreover, at o.e
point the Reagan administraticn
did contemiplate an overthrow of
the Bouterse regime. The affairs
of Suriname have decidedly .come.
under examination, especially’ as
the Libyan connection has grown.

The danger that Suriname’s in-
stability in some fashion will spill
over into neighboring Guyana
eoncerns the United States. Since
the death of Forbes Burnham in
August 1986, relations between
the United States and Guyana,
whose new leader, Prime Minis-
ter Desmond Hoyte, has sought
to adopt a more pragma,t?"c' colirse
for his nation, have thatwed. Al-
though Hoyte has not terminated
his nation's relations with Cuba‘| ¢
and other Fastern European
countries, lie has sought to im-
prove ties with the congervative
governments in the region and
has toned down anti-American
rhetoric which had been a hall-
mark of the Burnham regime.

Guyana has also demonstrated
more flexibility in terms of its
economy, something that the
United States approves. The de-
veloping civil war in Suriname
could considerably complicate the
improving U.S.-Guyanese rela-
tions. If the SLA succeeds in ous-
ting Bouterse and reestablishing
a democratic government, there
is apprehension that similar
groups in Guyana that wish a
more dumocratic system  could
also take 1o arms. This would
pose new questions for the United
States: Should support continue
to be given to a government that
obviously is not democratic or
should support be provided for
Guyanese “freedom fighters"? In
the past, the United States has
upheld international law and ar-
rested Guyanese in the United
States who have plotted and.pre-
pared to launch an invasion from
North America to liberate their
country from the corrupt and au-
thoritarian Burnham regime. |

" Bouterse' remains one of the
few remaining nondemocratic
Jeaders in the Caribbean and Lat-
in America. His mining of the
dam above the capital of Para-
maribo with the intention of flood-
ing it if it were lost to rebel
forces, has done nothmg to en-
hance his popularity. The rebel-
lion has genume grass- roots sup-
port and there is & growing
debate about .a post-Bouterse
Suriname, especially as the ma-
jority prefer a return to democra-
cy instead of remalnm;> a dictato-
rial militarv regime and outpost
of Lihya.

Suriname has become a spi-
der's web, entangling all those
who ‘touch it. From 1980, when
Bouterse came to' power, Cu-
bans Amerlcans Dutch, Brazili-

TR g 1 e e & s I

ans, Libyans, and French have
become increasingly involved i
the South Am¢ rican nation's trou-
bled affairs. The military strong-
man, in ..is drive to remain in
power, has moved his nation in a
zig-zag direction, gaining the fa-
vor of first the Cubans, then the
Americans and Brazilians, and
now the Libyans. Bouterse, how-
ever, may be reaching the end of
his reign. Repeated attempts to
elicit aid from the Soviet Union
and the Peoples’ Republic of
China have brought little but the
rhetoric of solidarity. Considering
the dead end that the economy
has reached and the challenge
posed by the SLA, it is not sur-
prising that Bouterse, as if anti-
cipating the worst, has already
sent his family to Brazil.
}Although the situation in Suri-
name has not yet blown up into a
major international conflict, the
potential problems posed are sub-
stantial. The easiest way out for

\.almost all parties.involved would

be a quiet exit by Bouterse and a
return to parliamentary govern-
ment undertaken by the citizens
of Suriname, without outside in-
terference The path does not ap-
pdar likely as Bouterse and his
c]ose followers have already
sealed off mani of the possible
exits and have found their backs
against the wall of widespread
public condemnation. It appears
that Suriname, usually relegated
to the bacl: pages (if at all) of the
press, may actually become a sad-
ly more newsworthy item in the
future.m

¥

Scott B, MacDonald is an internatiov{a'I
economist with the American Security
Bank.
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Suriname fic:al Insi 4 i q
s effic:al Natinnal Tne-itute for Human Rights (NIM;

gstablished in 1983, has proven o be a gevernment- controlled
tody. Surinamese remain intimidated by the regime.
SERCT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS
Sz2etron 1 Respect for the Integrity of the Person, Including
- Freedem from:
a. Political Killing

iccordlnc ro cred:ble eyewitness reports, noncombatant Bush
Hlejraes, wncluding women and children, wers massacred by the
Tilitary combazing tha insurgency in eastern Suriname. There

m~ave A4.32 been w~|-.=:vw-n:ari renorts of mils ‘.... Ama kb e
- reports mil Iy death squad
Sperating on Jovernmwent instruction agains+t Bush Negroes

h " O H .
:‘e army and militia are beiieved to have ceen involved in the
#1llings, directed rrirarily aga:inst Sush Jroes in Paramar:::
-3 oW - - inst - 3 - ' oo
_.J Moenge.  Un en2 instance, f:ve zodies Bush Negroes were
Tound on the outsiirts of Paramaribo, ridd.e with bPullet

:85. Dutch news mediz published phoros arnd vider
veral bodies found near the village of Mcengotapc
DTErViews with survivers, as well as inforration from ather
ilable sources in Paramaribo, :ndicate ~nat massacres like
engotapoe took riace in a number nf other illames in the
a. Consaervative estimates of che number of ci;illans

led in the army s December SWERD are at .east 244,

nes of

E
r
w
a
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b. Disappearance

veral credibie

re
s8h Negroes, but

crts ¢ the Kidnaping and
he exaz: number of such

D
t

¢, Torture and Cruel,

C Inhuman, or Degrading Treatment or
Punishmen=

198% Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR)

AN

rt on Syriname sxrressed concern over w>Jespread reports of
Lre b/ *he Gover

wment. It also sharply contrasted prison
giucn milivary :nmstallz-~:-n3 as Fort
- Surinare §f staze

Car Qe

with nn1/ tha
‘truly mcdel
ades are taught
dﬂlnlstrat'ue author: s are "well

for their :obs.' H:iwever, avercrowding
Paramaribe jails suzx as Nieuwe Haven
suspects are held as 1»ong as 6 months

coC Bl G el Y

n3

633
SURLNAME
< ATSITTAYY Arres Detention, or Exile
bitrary artast
. 1zed the
was arrested at paramaribo’ ional airport
way *> the Cnited States for a vacation. The journalist
‘-—;ly had their luggage searched and thelr passports
ates by military police. Accordlnc to the authorities,
r 12’5t possessed subversivse and destablllzlng
ure. However, the journalist said that the
nating material consisted of nothing mcore than United

-.:ns rerorts on human rights in Suriname and some clippings
The jourralist was interrogated at

. T Jurgen newspapers,
©z Zeeka'aia for several days before being released. He
-av lef: “he countcy.

Jutch journalists who entered Suriname illegally
interview the insurgent Brunswijk were arrested by
2 on charges of espionage. Inprisoned in Fort
nay were held for 8 days before the courts

that there was insufficient evidence to support the
T2 Cournalists were tnen turned over to immigraticn
who held them for ancther 9 ays before deporting
these incidents highlight t. vulnerability of

©5 arbitrary arrest, it is nu.eworthy that the

ed the jourpalists release in the face of strident
rom the Minister of Justice.

zurdency grew, <he military respcnded
t 20 Bush Nejroes in sweeps through

» Suriname. bedinning in late July. Merhers
der’ 1nch.dlr\q his youngsr brother
100 Bush Negro civilians from eastern
be insurjents coperate, were detained at Fort
ary police headguarters., the naval ase. and
'ﬁs::11=*zcns. On Christm., sve, the
leased 60 of these prisoners, mostly Busa

Fort Zeelandia. The military admitted that =0
stil! being held there and have not been turaned
zuthoriries for legal proceedings. The

a5 sti1ll not 4disclosed the charges agains: them,
T2Gl0NE . cpresentaLi.e af the International

117--:r1’
omilizary

che Red Cross was allowed to visit the prisorners
while the charges were said to have been dropped
e priscners reieased, their names were not

znd they are clearly reluctant to talk to the press

law, a person suspected of havin

3 A vt o

noy

m or which the sentence is longer than

i ! d £or investigation for up to 14 days
ro fore a colrt to ke c“arqed. He may be
T degides <hore 1o sufficient
T Thers 1o o oprovizion Iotr

Iner2 wers L ore fsreed ar compulsory lapor in
Surinare
2. Fublic Triail
The ridicizry continues to maintain its independence and to
frovode f£31r fublie trials when accused =rsons are turned
R T Tre rePord 5f Natinnal -olice in this regard
HEEE T B TS Y 1me, whrn are empnwererd rn d**P%r

.-

e . T



In 1986 military police entered homes and businesses wi
warrants to conduct searches. The Penple g Militia and =«
February 235 Movement are organizatlons which monitor whas
pecrle say, and act as informers to the authorizies. There
are no kncwn cases of persons having been forced to join or
actively suppor:t these organizatiens, though benefits do
accrue to those who do. It is commonly believed that the
Government engdages in widespread wiretapping of private
convarsations. Some letrters from ovarsPas are helieved -=a
opened by the Government for political reasons.

(s

@

In early 1986, the Government began jamming Radio Netheriznds
Caribbean Service, which often carries items fram the Duzch
press about Suriname. Dutch newspapers and journals have not
been availlable o the public since 1232, and pubnlicarions from
the Netherlands do not reach subscripers in Suriname.

3

Comstan n momo C iz it ec T V=
Sectian 2 Respect for Civil Liberties, Includig.

a. Freedocm of Speech and Press

Surinamese have nat forgotten the Zrufal ever<s -¢ Tecemcsr 8
and 9., 1382, whexz 15 prominent oppos:tion .2aders wera Killed
whileg in zoveLnrent cuslody; Lhey remdin c.routsgect abo .=
pubiicly criticizing the regime.

The press in Suriname is not free. The arrests :f the
Sur:namese and Dutch journalists are examples ¢ cfficia
efforts tc interfere with the press. In anocther case,
Bouterse himself publicly cr1t1c1zﬂd a raramaribo weekl

newspaper Isr fa:ling to contribute "to the jca
revolution. © He warned that it risked the same
Paramariks dally whose offices wers Hu_“ed by «
i382. Two monins later, the editor of the weekl;
counrtry -~ take up residence in Helland. thl

,A
Fag g b ot

censorship .S neot firect, leca: e arg and journa
been j:iver a clear understanding ¢f what s a T
“*"e:nmnnt and wWnat 18 net, parricilarly inor Tt
military uevelomwents and fighting berween =ha ITY
insurgents. Usually they are careful not to ©st
limrts, On Vovn*hnr 23, the medis w3s forbid jub]
any news reports on events 1n eastern Surinaw inless
ware f:rst cleared hy the MNatienal Infaormatic arrlg
E

3. video and sound -ages
18735 workeng aeJally
innasizants ot 3ush
2 Te2li Jenerally

______ JIooLLollLaddalt o

Ol

403 ving

b

Thete sz Tas £uIl.c and three pricaze ra
Iove..qen —cwned “e.evision statich The
Jail LAFEY5 and Lne Privite weekly newsy
~he Uatnc.L& and Mgravian Churches =ach p
newsparer which -f<en carry articles critical of tae
Fovernmen The Lutheran ar . Reformzd Churches publish
combired ~:rnthly -ournal. )

W

ed~m cf Peaceful Assembly and Asscciatiosn

Fre

meetings which had been 1n
1380 were relaxed somewhat :n 1436
nsored a large public celebraticn of
i:s founder, and anotn r orqarized a -

cnding. ":aevar, po 1*1ca1 leaders are cautious aboqc
ro1sing thts freedom and nave bDeen careful To a
cicism of Jovernmment policy. People may assemble freely
social pirposes. Rellgiocus associations, clubs and

..zternal scoleties gperate without government interfarence.

o
Ve

“~e Srate of Imerdency. the lifting of which was vegarded as a
_inificant r toward the long-awaited return te the rule of
was reinstated on Jecember 1 in mest of the eastern half

riname. The enabling legislation authorized the military
riviec T¢ enact any measures they rendard as pecessary for

restorat:cn ¢of order in the area. The first decrees

,“ced b" the military placed a 6 p.m. ta S a.m. curfew in

districts. pronibited gatherings of any Zind in

e of Emsrgency area, required “he surrender of

swoed ficzavms in the councrey (later avended to

the State of Emergency area), and placed

in mevement in eastern Suriname.  Ar the same
gr2 warned to stay out of the area

s¢ decrees--which curicusly included Zanderij

Alrport.

, union
incinding
owe”er mosT Laber

clace fre ealy.
cautious in their dealings with the
ousiness crganizations are free to
t:inal bedies. In November 1986, the

1‘on of Free Trare Unions aus:eﬁded one

Zabcr fece:at:an, he Bouterse

sIwernrent.  hree

derbond for supporting
mmame’'s fout labur [=2dera
are participating in the
new constitution,

oins and

e
Government

w l“ I[I

No one religian is favired dbove
iscrimination age.nst werbers ¢f any
i2s and pregrams speasored by religious
wspapers and on radio and television.

n withour advance censorship. maintain
. and freely organize trips abroad.
swed to minlscer to the neads of both
t:;:eqatic 1S howeve . In August 1385,
suntry for

e
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no longer met ‘'inrternaticnal norcms.
irmed the popular percept:ion that it
2d orgarn with no independen:t vo:ic

“c enter the gcountry and t2
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a Freedom of Movement Within the Country Toreign
Travel, Emigratien, 4nd Repatilat:

Sur .
The Fravel
withi Urlname 1g now restricted beca
Gastern 3 and travel Uet”eﬂr covﬂrnwen:-held and
querriila- domlnated areas is practically An_VSS‘ ie. The

rm

Government also has suspended flights by the Mission Aviation
Fellowship., which provided supply and transgorta:ian services
for reliqgious missions in the interaior, nere was one case in
1984 1n sn pasgports were seized by the authorities to
prevent persons identified as political oppernents from
trave.ing abroad. However, when threatened with legal action,
the aurthorities returned the passports within a few days.

Surinamese mayv emigrace without interference and may resurn to
take up residence at any timg. In general, Surinamese
identified with the previous government are not harassed if
they rerurn <o the country. However, those regarded as
enemies oy tnhg current reglme are afraid to cetuwrn. In its
196% Repor=< ~n Suriname, the IATHR expressed ¢ ncern over
reports >f narassment, intimidation, and in s:cme cases, the
attempted assassination of political opponents of the
sovernment wno were living abroad.

Section 3 Respect for Political Rights: The Right of Citizens

<> Change Their Government

Until +he 1380 coup, Suriname was a tuncticn:ng Jemocracy
Uporn ~aking zver, Boutelse suspendsd the Constitation and
praced =ffsc--ve power in the hands of 2 five-merber Military

ty, rresently reduced to two members. There have been

i since the ccup, bur with the nclusion of

ns -he Governrent in 1984, an Offl :al poilicy of
returning <z an undefined “demgcratic system  was pegun.  In
pugust 1983, Bouterse, as Chairman of the Military Authority,
was Tade Heai of Government. In January 1+48%, the J1-member
Nati:nal Azzembly was apgointel, 11 members rorinared by the
m11¢uarj, a:j the ut Ler 17 by the .abor unizns and a business

crnarged with Zrafting a new
Arurerse announe2d that the
4y ny March 1387 and tharz it

refarendum fcr approva. witnin
nerzal glecnions wr ha "pld no
In July 13 ~. composed of representatives of
milizary, 3 Jroups, as we:t as of Suriname’s
three tra was appointed to implement a
prozram 2 “nomic reforms.  The nature of this
rrozr 3 eracratlc syctem nas oot keen
£, :
Sweltlo i a1 o HL Al
N IRV Tammmem

in LLDRD tive pers.ons To Tnoe NIM human
rl tzitzd littie inYerest 1n pursulng
in TEn rignws violations until dctober
1= .= announced hearinis sn the case »f tne Carthel:ie
PY e_l=d from Suricare 1% manths betfore NO reazon was
32 Loelt1gatin :hL: part.cilac cace
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Suriname Criticized
For Civilian Deaths

Concern Grows Over Antirebel Measures

By Terri Shaw

N Lol m Post Foreign Service

A State Department official said
Washinzton is  “seriously con-
cerncd” about reports that Suci-
name government troops have been
killing noncombatants in an offen-
sive agairst rebels in the northeast-
ern part of the small South Amer-
ean country,

The Surinamese government de-
claved a state of emergency in the
reginn Wednesday and urged all
residents to leave, a source at the
embassy in Washington said. He
said the rebels, led by a former
Army private named Roany Bruns-
wijk, had kidnaped local officials and
eaused serious economic damage in
their attarks on targets such as a
bauxite tone and a paln oil produc-

EWS

tion complex. About 85 percent of
Suriname’s  export  earnings  are
from bauxite.

flenk Chin A Sen, a former Su-
rinamese president now in exile,
said Friday in The Hague that he
found evidence of “genocide” during
a recent clandesting visit to the
area of the insurgency.

“The soldiers go to a village and
bring out okt people, women ant
children and sheot them. ! have
seen the corpses. They have bullet
holes in the head,” Chin A Sen said
in an interview with Reuter.

The Dritish newspaper The
Guardian on Friday noted reports
that more weapons have been de-
livered recently through neighboc-
ing French Guiana to the several
hundred rebels commanded hy

See SURIMAME, A52, Col, 1
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auriname arrests U.S. mine | oss

PARALARIBO, Surmame -- The director of the

" oovned srmame Alnminem Companys

»UEALCOY hausate miing operations has been arres-
ed boande ey palice ander stspicion of cooperting
vieh rebels overnnient officials said vesierdas. Au-
e Mlerje s works manaser of the SURALCO mine al
Vlaerpo, 00 nules east of here, was arvested Saturday
e ey e braunht wethie capital for questionog, (he
At ads saud There are indications he may hive been
eyobeed i the thelt ol explasives,” sind Sgi1. Maj. [d-
sl Premees, direcior of the state news apencey.

Hu et foak place less than a weel after the
e dnet iy annonneed it bad repaaned control of
SMoesign, where rebels shot down SURALCOS hauxite
tonmg cporations Nov 200 SURALCO, a whally ewned
ul sidsary of the Alurinum Company of America
ATC O i one of 1w major producers of bausite for
stpame’s alununa and aluminium sectors, which

©yathe A pereent of the Tormer Doteh colony s

a o exchange earntnges, ALCOA ofTweiats at the
ot b e in Pittsburgh coutd not be reached for
o et

Sevps, Deciasen 7, 1u86 A39

Suriname Death Heports
Jpark U.S. Concer

SURINAME, From A3
Bronswijl, Suriname has charyred
that the weapons come from Suri-
namese exiles based in the Nedh-
ertuuls, its former colonial power,

The Assaciated Press reported
that almest 2,000 refugess from
the fighting in Suriname have
crewded into St. Laurent, which is
across the border in French Guiana,
and many more had crossed the
Maroni River barder at other
points. It quoted Jacques Delpey,
the French colony’s regional deputy
governor, as sayirg that Suriname
hac. evacuated most of the residents
of the town of Albina, across the
river from St. Laurent,

Refugees and residents of St, Lau-
rent told AP that some rebels cre
hased in the town and cross the river
in raiding parties at night,

There have been no firm figures
an the number of people who have
dived in the conflice, fistimates range
trom dozens to more than 100 in
the recent fighting.

Brunswijk and his forces are
Bush Negroes, descendants of eu-
caped African slaves who fled iuto
the norrheastern region and have
kept inuch of their African culture,
The Bush Negroes make up ahaut
10 percent of the multiracial pap-
ulation of Suriname, which is esti-
mated at about 374,000. The pap-

nlation s hiles Iast India
Lvsanese U e dey, o people
nvixed e

AP quoted | Lneel Doye, a re-
ident of SELan ong, as saying mane
unarmed st Negroes had beo-
killed by slidie = The report ades-
that an AD rercrter was unahle 1
find any witne ~es to the reporte
killings.

The Guardisn saik! a Free [ vol
unteer doctor confirmed a report
that governmu v teaops had kille
16 women andt - hildeen near th
mining town ol Moengo, which th
government sal it recaptured fros,
the retols.

The State besartment  officia
said the depirtr ent is aware of ro
ports of @ s seve of women and
chitdeen, bur 1l not received ans
independent +ciulicmation,

fn 1982, 146 pronunent apponent-
of the government of Lt Col. Dew
Bouterse were murdered by gov
eriunent tomces, The Netherlands
and the Unitod States then sos
pended aid 1o e government,

Bouterse, who took power
1930, has now promised to retin
o a democvatic torm of govern
ment. A vote i to he held on a peo-
posed conslitntron in April,

Surimame roporiedly has aske!
Washington to resunie aid, but, the
US. response has heen that it
would wail witil there is progre
on dreturn to demaoeratic rule.






War Paralyzes
S rrTname

iribal Guerrillas Oppose
7-Year Military Ruler

By Bradlev Grraharn
W o eton st Fan gty

AOLIMGL,  Suriname--The  rebels
o, vmed ont of the cain “rrest, overpow-
eyt Dwal anthorities and taking control of
< aane's nrun mining town here for
e thim a week at year's eod, before the
Avmy, swept then back,

1 was the mast dramatic moment in a
e il campaign that has piited a disaf-
fro ted former soldier and his ragtag group
of jtnale-dwelling fribestien against the
wipapular forees of Desi Bouterse, military
rln and self-proclaimed tefiist revolution-
arh. The war has shaken this small country
on the northeast shoulder of South Amer-
wo and has posed the most disruptive
Hueat to Bouterse's reign since he led a
tear of fellow sergeants in a coup nearly
Leven YOars ago.

Mihough government troops have se-
curel ey positions In war zones in eastern
and contral Suriname, the American-ownerl
hnxite mining operation in this remwote
vllage remains shut, choking Suriname’s
1 mutey source of foreigm exchange as the
iLurgency wears into its seventh month,

1 a desperate search for international
o tstance, Bonterse has found little symi-
pithy. Reports of human rights abuses con-
tit ni- to dog his regime, while Surinamese
ol bittorly accuse the Netherlands of
fur g g the workd against theea,

Ihe Netherbuds, Suriname’s  former
Cotizl master, cut off development aid
forw years ago. It has publicized evidence
of tecnt indiscriminate killing by Army
ol fieres in the capital, Pazamaribo, and in
ca et villages of this country the size of
Genrgia, with o population wnder 400,000,
iu 1etaliation, Bouterse last month asked
th Duteh arnbassador to leave.

The Ugited States and France, mean-
i, luve warned the Surinamese leader
wit 1o seek ail from Libya, which is sus-
prered of trying to ectablish a Latin Amer-
boen hase i Suriname for terrorist oper-
2 s Twa years age, the Libyans opened
o 1 Ulematie missdon in Paramaribo.

By erse says some  foreign powers,
wli I he declines to name, have offered
[y gafe baven and “several million dol-
I 14 to abawdon Suriname. But he has no
w ¢ onriom, he stated in an intervievs, of itni-
o g st vear’s uncereronious exits hy
v iglers of Haiti and the Philippines.

1 live tar pleasantly here in the country

Jop SURINAME, A L4, Col. 8

0 go anywhere else” suid the Su-
Cactwse chief, whe rove from ser-
wnt to o leutenant colonel after
ling pewer and now prefers the
Hite of ~ommander,

Vet rsa, AL, i pro nising dem-
o pt e el ong Dy ear v next yeat.
VLo Seriname:e are skeptical,

v e natalfillod past pledpes, A
vt coneh o, due o drafl form
povtaredy e epo ted Ty preserve 2
{ vt ol for the aamed
wrt Interior Minister

Wi nhasch robrred tooas
nil- e s “wanguand role”

1 mterge toft open the passibility
ta Le aonkl run for president,
veeog lie s Sierionsty rﬂlnxidr?ring"
e the urging of supporters, Tiis
[*+ ) sup displaces the civilian

cryer i goverime 1t that as-
wsder ol wion Suriname’s o

- -
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Hopes for an early return to de-
mocracy were dashed in December
1982 with the killings without trial
of 15 prominent oppasition f.gures
while i custody.

Now Maroon tribesmen, descen-
dants of slaves who fled Portuguese
and Dutch plantation owners two or
three centuries ago, have rallied
behind rehet leader Ronny Bruns-
wijk in seeking to force Bouterse
out, The rebellion appears to
present little military threat, but
resident diplomats and Surinamese
say it promotes political turmail and
further darkens Suriname's pros-
pects for economic recovery.

Guecrilla activity has forced the
evacuation of thousands of villagers
to Paramartho and neighboring
French Guiana. In December, Bou-
terse estimated direct war damage
to the economy at 95 raiflion Suri-
namese guilders, or about $53 mil-
lion at the official exchange rate.

The mine here, owned by a sub-
sidiary of the Pitisburgh-based Alu-
minum Co, of America (Alcoa), has
been idle since Nov. 20, when guer-
rillas seized Moengo. Exporis of
bauxite, alumina and aluminum
have provided more than 70 per-
cent of Suriname’s foreign ex-
change earnings.

Before allowing the Moengo op-
aration to resume, the government
faces the difficult task of securing
*he site ngainst hit-and-run guerrilla

attacks. “We have to sit and wait
until the military tells us it’s okay,”
said Wally Kowsoleea, spokesman
for Suralco, the Alcoa subsidiary.

Sgt. Iarvey €. Van Ommeren,
who has charge of the military con-
tingent here, said guerrillas rewain
active in the area. Recently they
blew away sections of two nearby
bridges, using dynamite. Two sus-
pected rebels also took local troops
by surprise when they sped into
Moengo by motorheat to taid a food
store and escaped,

Asked to descrihe the situation, a
guard outside Suralce’s bauxite
crusher waved his hands in a way to
suggest that things were still shaky,
As he spoke, a soldier pulled three
sticks of soggy dynamite from a

free outside the main gate. Dnwn
the road,gthe owner of a genreal
store was closing it and loading all
his goods in a truck hound for Par-
amaribo, He and other residents
appeared hesitant to express their
feelings in the presence of soldiers
who accompanied two journalists
flown here hy helicopter.

Didt the guerrillas harm the town
as Army officers ciaim? “1 person-
ally have no complaint,” said gas
station owner Leooard Obergh. Is
rchbel leader Brunswijk popular?
“It’s difficult to say,” he replied.

This .5 Brunswijk country. The
24-year-old former sergeant grew
up in the village of Moengo Tapa,
about 12 miles east of here.

Unce a member of Bouterse's

eocyrity dotail, Brunawijic 18 sai(l to
+ave had a fathng ot wnh'supenm
that led to s diseharge M Augut
1984, 1o turned to banditry, n!h
bing hinks in Ihi:-‘.'r(‘ﬂl-)ll and u;'u_m;
ing a Rohin Hood image by -%hanm,,
stolen riches with fellow NMaroons.
Arrested and prought to Para-
martbo, he escaped 1985, found
his way to the thhe_rhm(lg. wh(frt*
many  Surinamese hve—-»mr!q(huwg
numerons former gh-level (ll‘fu'l:'ivhj
apposed fo Bouterse—ansl reiurnel:_l
ta lead the rebeliion, _\Yluch starte
with an cttack on a military outpost
e Lielsr YRR

While Drunswijk's forces arce es-
timated to number fewer than fi00,
experts on Surinavie’s varied and
disuniterl Maroon clans say many in
the roughly 50,000 tribal popula-
tion support the revolt,

The Maroons, also known as
Bush  Negroes. hear several
grudges against the government.
Since Suriname'’s independence,
trihal elders have sought official
reaffirmation of regional autonmny
that the Dutch respected far more
than 200 years.

[ust feelings deepened after the
1980 coup when Bouterse, espousing
leftist slogans, began setting up bocal
“people’s committees” as  paralinl
structures to villagers'  traditional
political units. The Maroons also
hlame Bouterse for economic hard-
ships soffered when the Duteh ent
off aid following the 1982 killings.

Just what kind of government
Brunswijk would install if victorieus .
is unclear. In interviews, he has
spoker generally in favor of free
clections and democratic adminis-
tration.

Bouterse has portrayed Bruns-
wijk as a tool of the exile commu-
nity. But whatever aid the rebels
are receiving from groups ahroad
appears minor. Photos of the guer-
rillas have shown a motley group of
jungle fighters armed with cross-
hows, hunting rifles, shotguns and
relatively few autematic weapons,

The guerrillas have reeruited

several British mercenaries. But

the Army has its foreign merce- -
naries, too. Two former U.S. Army Qf) <
Vietnam veterans are piloting the -in,)

government’s  sole  helicopter— a
Bell 205 recently obtained from a
private Venezuelan firm.

Paramaribo’s Miliiary Accuse

Of Abetting Rife (fu;'mption

PARAMARIBO, Suriname-—
On the sparsely stocked shelves
of the largest bookstore in this
hapless country, the titles have
not changed in more than =z
year. It nas heen that tong since
the store, Vaco, has received
permission  to  import  new
hiooles,

Some books do enter Suri-
name, however. A popular chil-
dren’s series was brought in un-
det licenses awarded to husiness-
men friendly to the military-con-
trolled regime, according to an
industry source,

Simifar instances of official
priviteges for favored middle-
men ahound in this  former
Dutch eolony, with acoompans -
iy allegations that hendreds of
thousands of dollars pass to gov-
ernment authorities in return.
Stories circulate of large houses
and cxpensive cars purchased
for members of the military.

FFar yeors, charges of corrup-
tion’ have been made against
Surinamese administrations.
When Desi Bouterse took powes
L a coup seven years 10, be

prom. ied to clean up the 4
deatines. But residents enc
teredl here now voice aston
ment an 1 resentment at the
els carruption has reached.

Wt e luid before wae
ty stuti  ompared to what's
ing e ew” said a loeal 1
nestar wlio owns i sz
firm. ¥oelaimed a Surinan-
teacher: ' 1t's gotten so had o
the «vanas are outraged.”

The  conviction on  d
charges » Miami Jast yom
Capt Faeine  Boerenveen,
menher o Syrinamme’s five n
milit uy cornad, added to
stigre 1h e clings to the lead
ahips,

P Doy Enforcement
i G dow olficnals posing:
drig trat il ers secretly tap
Beerruve  offering to sell
$1 il ner  load-—land:
right s wi Smomame for drug-te
rying et He is now serve
A 12w vl sentence,

The not ndly reticent e
has tiken up Lthe coresption
sue, inowl o the depth of pr
i irratior <oy residents,

- Bradiey (lrahe
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Paramatribo, Februany 24, 19687.

To oun Brothens and Sistens 4n Chndst's Chunch (n Nicaragua:

Gnreetings 4in the Load oun Comgonrten durding this time of ghrave trials,
testings and suffernings in Nicaragua. The woad of God 45 surelfy true
when (t says that Lhe khingdom of Ged <3 budlt through much trcbulation
1t also says that when one pant of the Body sufbfens, we afl suffer.

We have heard of your trials Lhrough many sources and are ghreatly
encouraged by your example of gfadith during suffering. We sharne goun
deep padn when youn people ane dended the full oppertundty fo build
a fust, peaceful and Chrnistian socdiety based on the transcedant ddig-
nity of each human penson whe bears Ln himsclg§ the (mage of God. W¢
know younr sufferding when ttempits are made to violate the religdous
convdelions of the Nicaraguan people by denying them the freedem o4
gull access to the teachings of God's word Lthrough His appointed
pastons and eldens 4in the vardous Local chunches. We grieve oven the
means ¢f Antimidation, physdical harasament and censorshdp thrnough
which The chunches anrne being pensecutfed. The expulsdion of prdiesits,
the naiding og chunch bfgices and the homes of church Leadens ane
unthinkable neproaches to Chrndist's people and Lthus to Christ Himself.
The banage of distoations, sfanderous Ainsults and innuendos at home
and abroad by some nephresentatives of the ci{vif governmenit 4is most
degrading.

We appreciate that you have attempiled to maintain a climate of mutual
nespect with Zhe cdvif goveanment 40 that the Chunch can play {ts
God-ordained role 4in the nebudilding 06 youn country. We pray fon

more success in Lhis neganrd.

We hene 4n Suniname see some of these problems coming in oun belcoved
country and can 4Ldenid gy with some of your suffering. Though difgering
An many ways, our nevolutionary procesd has brought with (& many simi-

tarn problems which not onfy affect zthe peoptc, but the chunches as
well. .

We want to assune your' of our solddanity with you. We will ncqgulanly
nememben you Ln our prayens. May oun sovernedgn Lond grant peace to
your Land s0 that the building of His Kingdom and the prospering cf
His Gospel may gLoundsh. May He grant you neldied from the many ros-
trnictions placed upon your chunches, thedir Leaders and the pecvplc of
Nicaragua in general. May HLs grace, working through you, bning a
just and Lasting nesolution to the f4ighiing that causes so0 many {ves
to be Lost and 40 much suffering.

i
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our Land s0 that the faithful in oun nespective congregaticns and
many as possdible in our country will know what {8 actually happending
thedrn brothens and sisters in Nicaragua.

encourage you o make contact with us in whatever way possible and
wilE do the same that we may better hnow and pray forn each cthen,

The Provincial Board
c¢f the Moravian Church
In Suriname

g 1T O

Rev., Th.A, 'Dernoud,Chairman

/f

\
~

"—-—‘\

Rev.R.F.,Polanen,Vice Cheirmen
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CAR:]TQEWS FEBRUARY 1987

CARINEWS WAS NOT PUBLISHED DURING THE MUNTHS OF DECEMBEK AND JANUARY, DUE TO
UNFORGSEEN CIRCUMSTANCES, WHICH LED TO A SERIES OF DEVELOPMENTS AFFECTING ALL
OPERATLONS OF PARTNERSHIP FOR PRODUCTIVITY/INTERNATIONAL.  IN DECEMBER, THE
U.S. AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND CARE (COOPERATIVE AMERICAN RELIEF
EVERYWHERE), A NEW YORK-BASED PRIVATE VOLUNTARY ORGANIZAT1ON, AGREED THAT CARE
WOULD TAKE OVER THE MANAGEMENT OF ALL OF PARTNERSHIF FOR PRODUCTIVITY'S
OVERSEAS A.I.D. FUNDED PROJECTS, WHILE PFP'S U.S. AND SOME OTHER PROJECTS WERE
BEING PHASED OUT. ACTIVITIES AND SERVICES FOR THE CARIBBEAN AND LATIN AMERICA
PROVIDED BY THE PARTNERSHIP FOR PRODUCTIVITY INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND INVESTMENT
CENTER 1IN MIAMI IN THE AREAS OF MARKETING, SALES, COMMUNICATIONS, CARINEWS, AND
WOMEN'S ACTION FOR PROGRESS ARE NOW BEING OPERATED BY TRABART INTERNATIONAL,
ING., A FLORIDA-BASED CORPORATION. SUBSCRIBERS TO CARINEWS WILL CONTINUE TO
RECEIVE CARINEWS WITH AN ADDITIONAL TWO MONTH CREDIT. o

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO VOTERS RECENTLY ENDED THE 30 YEARS' REIGN OF THE LATE DR,
WILLIAMS' PEOPLE'S NATIONAL MOVEMENT IN THEIR COUNTRY BY SWEEPING IN THE FORMER
OPPOSITION PARTY, THE NATIONAL ALLIANCE FOR RECONSTRUCTION. THE N.A.R., HEADED
BY 60 YEAR OLD A.N.R. ROBINSON, WON 33 OF THE 36 SEATS IN THE TRINIDAD HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES. ROBINSON PLEDGED TO DIVEST SOME STATE OWNED INDUSTRIES AND TO
ENCOURAGE PRIVATE INVESTMENT.

IN JANUARY, THE FORMER DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER OF GRENADA, BERNARD COARD, HIS
WIFE PHYLLIS5, AND TWELVE OTHER FORMER GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS AND INDIVIDUALS WERE
SENTENCED TO HANG FOR THE MURDER OF FORMER PRIME MINISTER BISHOP DURING A COUP
IN 1983. THIS ACTION EVENTUALLY RESULTED IN A U.S. LED INVASION OF THE EASTERN
CARIBBEAN ISLAND AND THE RESTORATION OF DEMOCRACY TO THE ISLAND.

REPRESENTATIVES OF 12 CARIBBEAN BASIN SUGAR PRODUCERS EXPRESSED ''CONSTERNATION"
TO THE REAGAN ADMINISTRATION OVER THE 41% CUTBACKS IN THEIR 1987 COUNTRY SUGAR
QUOTAS BY THE UNITED STATES. BY FAR THE HARDEST HIT COUNTRY IN THIS U.S. MOVE
IS THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, WHICH IS EXPECTED TO LOSE BETWEEN US$45 AND $60
MILLION.

LAST MONTH, U.S. SECRETARY OF STATE GEORGE SCHULTZ ACCUSED SURINAME'S MILITARY
LEADERSHIP OF “GROSS VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS'" AFTER THE MILITARY WIPED OUT
SEVERAL VILLAGES 1IN EASTERN SURINAME INHABITED BY '"MAROONS'", DECENDANTS OF
FORMER RUNAWAY AFRICAN SLAVES. AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL REPORTS THAT 250 MAROONS
HAVE BEEN KILLED BY THE SURINAME MILITARY GOVERNMENT TROOPS OVER THE PAST THREE
MONTHS. U.S. STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL CHARLES REDMAN SAID, "WL HOPE THAT THE
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY WILL JOIN 1IN CONDEMNING THESE ACTIONS 1IN SURINAME."
RONNY BRUNSWIJK, HEADING UP THE SURINAME JUNGLE FREEDOM FIGHTERS, 1S A DIRECT
DESCENDANT OF THE . MAROONS. AT PRESENT, THERE ARE SOME 6,000 SURINAME MAROON
REFUGEES 1IN THE NEIGHBORING FRENCH GUIANA. THE FRENCH AND DUTCH GOVERNMENTS
ARE PROVIDING HUMANITARIAN SUPPORT TO THE REFUGEES; THE FRENCH HAVE BEEN FLYING
IN SPECIAL SUPPORT SERVICE TENTS AND FOOD SUPPLIES. THIS MONTH, ALlL OF THE
ALUMINUM CO. OF AMERICA'S OPERATIONS IN SURINAME, VALUED AT U.S.$500 MILLION,
WHICH TINCLUDE BAUXITE, ALUMINA, AND ALUMINUM FACIL1TIES, HAVE BEEN SHUT DOWN.
FOLLOWING THE RECENT DISTURBANCES 1IN SURINAME, ALCOA'S PRESIDENT OF 1TS SURALCO
OPERATIONS STATED THAT ALCOA WOULD NOT REOPEN THE PLANTS UNLESS GUARANTEES FOR
SAFETY COULD BE ASSURED., THE SURINAME FREEDOM COALIT1ON IN THE U.S. RECENTLY
REPORTED STRONG U.S. GOVERNMENT AND PRIVATE SUPPORT FOR BRUNSWIJK'S EFFORTS IN
ENDING THE LEFTIST DICTATORSHIP AND INITIATING FREE ELECTIONS. ON THURSDAY,
FEB. 12, SURINAME'S PRIME MINISTER AND FOUR CABINET MEMBERS FORCIBLY RESIGNED
AS SURINAME'S ECONOMY CONTINUED DETERIORATING.

N
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CHAMBERILAIN

Too soon
for the

Marines

at Buchanan, though he is no
longer chief of communica-
tions in the White House, is
- still busy prescribing
strong medicine for Ronald Reagan.
In a memo to the president which
has been published in Newsweek,
Pat has told Mr. Reagan that his “fi-
nal option” is to turn the Sandinista
account in Nicaragua over to the U.S.
Southern Command - “and hold
Congress accountable for the cost in
American blood of using US. Ma-
rines 1o secure vital interests which
Nicaraguans had volunteered by the
thousands to secure themselves.”

Pat is only speaking common
sense when he says the Daniel Or-
tega regime in Nicaragua ought not
o survive the Reagun presidency.
But there are a nurnber of things to
consider before sending in the Ma-
rines. Congress has fidgeted and fid-
dled so long with providing piddiing
sums to the Contras that Mr. Ortega
has had ample time to dig himself in.

.

Writing in the 1987 Almanac of

Seapower, Trevor Armbrister, a re-
cent visitor to Managua, has detailed
what the Soviets have poured into
Nicaragua to dwarf anything the
Contras may have. The Sandinistas
have 152 tanks, 56 armored vehicles,
and 172 armored personnel carriers.
For their part, the Contras have no
tanks, and when they travel it is by
mule ot on foot. .
We could, of course, move smartly
into the business of providing the
Marines with the armor and fire

power needed to defeat Ortega’s

standing army of 65,000. But we are

[ talking about acting in a time span

T ———————— S I

A lot of things can be
done to pressure Mr.
Ortega. If the
Brezhnev Doctrine
that all socialist
conquests must be
considered irreversible
can be seriously”
undercut, talk about
the Marines could be
left to another time.

of less than twa yernes in which the
Democrats will have contirol of the

military purse strings.

Last year, accordmeg to Mr. Arm-
brister, the Sandinistas received the
so-called “flving truck™ helicopters
that can carry as many as 32 troops,
which gives them a tremendous ad-
vantagce in mobility.

Soviet Bear recornaisance plances
arc alread Nicaragua and have
begun flights that skirt the western
United Statcs.

The big question s whether the
Southern Command that  at Bu-
chanan speaks about could be made
ready inside the remaining 21

deal with the Nving trucks that

; would be waiting for them at the
i Honduran borden

Mr. Reagan has the power to send
the Marines into Nicaragua for 60
days without asking Congress for a
by-your-leave. But what would hap-
pen if the war were to move into a
lasting jungle impasse? The pres-
ident would have 1o 1 back on a
patriotic appeal to Congyess not 1o
let him down in the middic of a fight.
But the patriotic appeal would be
running into a term end, with the
White House up for prabs and the
next Congress entirelv uncertain,

The better part of valor is not to
talk about the Marines just yet.
/ Aslongasthe Contras can be kept
in the fiekd the Sandinistas can be
confined to Nicaragua. Meanwhile,
a lot of things can be done to bring
pressure lo bear on Mr, Origga. Mr.
Reagan could break ret ations with
the Sandinista regime. e could let
enough arms go to the anti-Castro
guerrillas in Suriname (the former
Dutch Guiana) to closci off a
southern approach to the Caribbean,
He could follow through in
Afghanistan and Angola by provid-
ing more Stinger weapons to|knock
down Soviet plancs. (The Stingers in
Afghanistan have had a hit ratio of
better than S0 pcrcent.) Mozam-
bique is another Reagan opportu-
nity, i only the State Department
would change its policy toward that

months of the Reagan presidency to -

—

L country’s Marxist government.
.~ If the Brezhnev Docirine that all\

socialist conquests must be consid-
ered to be irreversible can be seri-
ously undercut in Angola, Mozam-
bique, Afghanistan or Suriname it
would be a sufficient handwriting on
the wall for the Sandinisias. Mr. Rea-
gan could then go out of office with
the satisfaction that he had left
things in good shape for the next
administration. And talk about the

PRI

Karmes could be left to another

John (,hamh(’rlum is ¢ vtignally
syndicated colinmpist
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Suriname refugee rate
alarmes rights activists

Ronnie Brunswijk, 25, a Maroon
whose rebels launched attacks on
the military regime of Col. Desi
Bouterse last summer.

Col. Bouterse, a former army ser-
geant, took power in a 1980 coup that
overturned a parliamentary system
of government five vyears after the
nation had attained independence.

Holly. Burkhalter of Americas
Watch, a group that monitors human

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
Human rights groups are worried
about thousands of Bush Negroes
who live in Suriname or have fled
across the border to escape civil war
and human rights abuses in their
South American homeland.
Roughly 9,000 Bush Negroes, de-
scendants of African slaves concen-
trated in the eastern remote jungles
of Suriname, a former Dutch colony,
have sought refuge in French Gui-  rights in Latin America, said the
ana, an overseas dcpax_"tn?ent of  situation in Suriname is “scary,” par-
France. cos et fladlarly because “nobody knows
The numbers of asylum seekers  What is going on in the interior” of
have declined since their highest  the country. '
levels in late 1986, but a private hu- ~

manitarian group estimates that 20  ¢¢ LY, X
to 30 people cross the border daily, 7 Their ﬂlght ...
settling primarily in camps along - Com‘t'l'tutes a new Clnd
the Maroni River. : . X -
“Their flight . . . constitutes a new raplldly develaplng
and rapidly developing refugee . . . 9y
situation in the Western, Hemi-. . Teftigee Situation in
sphere,” wrote Joseph Cerquone ina i
report for the-US. Committee on th@ W@St.
Refugees, a private organization
that seeks to help refugees around . Mr. Cerquone visited the refugee
the world. canms in French Guiana for two
"The' Bush Negroes, al$t Knowr' ds “ " thonths ‘earlier this year, interview-
Maroons, comnprise about one-eighth ing people who told him of killings
of Suriname’s pepulation 0f'400,000. and ‘strafings -of civilidns by
State Department officials say they . Surinamese government aircraft. -
have been the victims of human ~ Mr. Cerquone said about half the
vighls viplations since civil strife , refugees-in French-Guiapa are liv-
erupted i,ﬂ Suriname last year, ing in tent camps or in a former leper
“The human rights situation in colony, while the rest stay with
Suriname deteriorated seriously in friends or relatives.
mid-1086, in the arcas of suspected “Most of the refugees arc healthy,
killings, disappearance, arbitrary  and medical care is good,’ he wrote
arrest and detention,” the State De-  in his 24-page report. France has

partment said. in its 1986 human  borne the cost of caring for the ref-
rights report, which was released in ~ ugees, which amounts, to about
February. , $500,000 a month, according to a

It sa;id the Surinamese wrmy has State Department official. Addil_ion-
engaged in “brutal practices” in its  ally, the Netherlands has provided
effort to combat the insurgency of  some assistance.

INSI RIL. 27,
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INTELLIGENCE BRIEFING

maﬁn the Caribboan

Venezuelan secu and immigration
authorities have issued an alert to their
counterparts in the Caribbean region warn-
ing that a Libyan agent, Abdul Salaam
Ashur, has again been spotted in the area.
His precise mission is not known, but he is
believed to . acting as Col. Muammar
Qaddafi’s personal emissary, dispensing
largess to revolutionary and militant
groups. The pretext dppears to be Qaddafi’s
plan to sponsor a major gathering of revo-
lutionaries to celebrate the 100th anniver-
sary in July of the birth of Marcus Garvey,
the charismatic, Jamaican-born radical
whose theories formed much of the basis
for the U.S. black militant movement.

Under a Cuban initiative that began in
1984, many of these Caribbean and Central
American Marxist groups already have
been brought together in two organizations;
the Anti-Imperialist Organizations of the
Caribbean and Central America (which in-
cludes the Cuban Communist Party and
parties from other countries) and the Carib-
bean National Movement, led by leftist
groups in Domirnica, Antigua and St. Lu-
cia. Representatives of a number of these
groups have been. going to Libya via Cuba
for several years. '

_Ashur was ‘expelled from Suriname in
January, afterpressures on dictator Desj
Bouterse persuaded him to end Ashur’s
operation involving a terrorist training
camp along the border with French Guiana,
The Libyany were training févolutiotiaries
from Frerich Guiana in sabotage and assas-
sination, | . Co

_But expulsion from Suriname did not
end Ashur’s mission in the region. In early
February, he arrived in Caracas, Venezuela,
on a transit visa headed for THnidad and
Tobago. The Venezuelan Foreign Ministry,
which had issued the visa inadvertently, '

revoked it and depx fron
. ported Ashur, who left
a ﬂlfght for Madrid and Rome. During 132
brie stay In Venezuela, Ashur met with two-
other Libyans, who quickly left the country.
Their whereabouts is unknown. )
Intglligencc sources are convinced that
Ashur’s real purpose is not to honor the
memory of Garvey but to nurture and pro-
mote Caribbean revolutionary and terrorist ..
movements and, with offers of monev..
training and arms, bring them under e
influence of, Libya. In return, these Ca-
ribbean militants would owe Qaddafi fa-
vors, such as terrorist attacks an U.S. tour-
ists, airlines and businesses. ’

*
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DEVELOPMENT INTERNATIONAL, A NEW BI-MONTHLY PUBLICATION DESI(C 'ED AND
WRITTEN FOR DEVELOPMENT PROFESSIONALS, IS RECLIVING LAUDATORY GOMMENTS
FROM MANY OF ITS FIRST TIME READERS. THE MAR./APR. ISSUE'S SPECIAL
FOCUS ON PRIVATIZATION CONTAINS INSIGHTS OF THE REAGAN-THATCHER DOCTRINE
ON PRIVATIZATION AS APPLIED TO AFRICA. SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION IS
AVAILABLE FROM DEVELOPMENT INTERNATICHAL: 1111 N, 19TH ST., SUITE 400,
ARLINGTON VA 22209, USA.

THE NEW YORK-BASED "TRICKLE UP PROGRAM" (TUP), FOUNDED IN 1979, BY GLEN
AND MILDRED LEET, HAS EXPANDED STEADILY. TUP IS AN INDEPENDENT, NON-
PROFIT ORGANIZATION WHICH CREATES NEW OPPORTUNITIES FOR SELF EMPLOYMENT
AMONG THE LOW INCOME PCPULATIONS OF THE WORLD. BY THE END OF 1986, 2,958
BUSINESS ENTERPRISES HAD BEEN STARTED OR EXPANDED BY THE TUP PROCESS IN
SEVERAL COUNTRIES, WITH GRANTS TOTALLING SOME US$300,000. FOR MORE INFO.
WRITE: TRICKLE-UP PROGRAM, 54 RIVERSIDE DBR., PHE, NY, NY 10024, USA.

I\

PUBLISHED MONTHLY BY:

SUBSCRIPTION INFO: US$24.00 ANNUALLY \\~/F /

SOURCE: RESEARCH/PRESS

PAYABLE TO: TRABART INT'L. INC. = - =
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THE BUSINESS NEWSLETTER FOR A DEVELOPING

VOLUME V, NO. 3

THE U.S. AND MANY OTHER GUVERNMENTS APPL!?
ON A NEW CORSTITUTION. HAITIAN MINISTE
99,8% OF VOTERS APPROVING THE NEW CONSTI
TAKES EFFECT THIS MONTH, REMOVES THE
PROVISIONAL NATIONAL COUNCIL OF GOVERNME
LOCAL ELECTIONS ARE SET FOR JULY,- Ab
ELECTIONS FOR KOV. THE DEMOCRATIZATION [
1988, WITH THE INAUGURATION OF A NEW PRESI

THE TRADE UNION COUNCIL, THE MOST POWE
THE BAHA "AS, IS REPORTEDLY GOING TO SUPP(
PARTY 1IN THE AUGUST NATIONAL ELECTIONS
LYNDEN PINDLING HAS COME UNDER INCREASED
THE ELECTIONS IS PREDICTED.

ORGANIZERS OF THE PAN AMERICAN GAME
INDIANAPOYT1S, ARE. IN A DILEMMA OVER

PRESIDENT " CASTRO. HAVANA WILL HOST
ITS HIGHEST w: ¢ ICTAL WOULD CLOSE THIS YEA
HAS NKOT YET SANCTIONED SUCH A VISIT
LOGISTICAL PROBLEMS. THE VISIT COULL
OPPORTUNITY FORs THE ADMINISTRATION TO E
THE CUBAN LEADER ON A WIDE VARIETY OF 5UBJ

MCVYICO SIGNED A -RECORE US$60 BILLION

MAR.20, WITH SOME 434 BANKS INCLUDINC
LARGEST EVER PUT TOGETHER IN INTERNATION
UNDER THE "“BAKER PLAN" FOR THIRD WOR

T RITNT A3 NADTIAGIPIT | 'rrr'rr"\ fnaale] TOONMAMT O AT T U
LENDIRNG UrrUR1UBRiliko FUn ECONOMICALLY

SHOWING POLICIES AIMED AT ECONOMIC GF
FOREIGN DEBT IS SECOND ONLY TO BRAZIL'S
DERTORS, WHOSE TOTAL DEBT IS NOW REPORI
HOWEVER,ARE NOT EXCLUSIVE TO THE THIR
PUBLIC AND PRIVATE DEBT IS NOW $7.
ACCUMULATED IN ~TEY  LAST  YEAR ALOK
PROFESSTONAL BANCDRP IN MIAMI. HE ALSG X

b.5. EXCEEDS CORPORATE NET WORTH AND T

LI ASaEa [akad TT 13 3
LGZS CT §3 BILLICOMN A MONTH,

APRIL 1987

'S MAR. 30 REFERENDUM
MATION FIGURES SHOWED
E CONSTITUTION, WHICH
L CONTROL FROM THE
BY GEN. HENRI NAMPHY.
TIVE AND PRESIDENTIAL
i BE COMPLETE FEB. 7,

ARGEST TRADE UNION IN
CS5ITION FREE NATIONAL
ENT GOVERNMENT OF SIR
AND A MAJOR UPSET IN

HELD AUG.7-23, IN
LE PRESENCE OF CUBA'S
AMES, AND CUSTOMARILY

THE ¥.S. STATE DEPT.

EVI  JING SECURITY AND
, PRESENT A UNIQUE
CIAL DISCUSSIONS WITH
UDING NICARAGUA.

RESTRUCTURING PACKAGE
. THE PACKAGE IS THE
YARKETS AND THE FIRST
3, WHICH INCLUDES NEW

WOART D DERTORS
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iC0'S USS1060 BILLION
ION AMONG THIRD WORLD
T §1 TRILLION. DEBTS,
N THE U.S. ALONE BOTH
N—ABOUT S1 TRILLION
RAYMOND LACOMBE OF
CUKPORATE DEBT 1IN THE
S5 FAILURES AVERAGE A



BRAZIL'S TARCEST 11,8 CRETMVITOR  RANKS  HAVFE DECIDED TO COMPLY WiTm 75
REQUESL T0 KENEW IT3 0G-DAY ROLLUVER SHORT-TERM CREDIT, CLUSE TO Yos:il
BILLION, THE CQED 15 ESSENTIAL TO FINANCE BRAZIL'S FOREIGN TRADF,

- . 1-‘ 1- T

\ SURINAME CONTINUGES IN 'THE’ NEWS. ON MAR.27, THE 'MAROON RESISTANCE

1 MOVEMENT FOR THE LIBERATION OF SURINAME™ SPONSORED A NEWS CONFERENCE IN

i WASHINGTON. THE CONFERENCE FEATURED DR. UENK CHIN A SEN, ””““:JBX\“

’L;PRESIDEﬂT OF THE COUNCIL FOR THE LIBERATION OF SURINAME (CLS): _5 RN X
JOZEFZOCN A AROUN AND PERSONAL REPRESENIATIVE OF MAROON RESISTARCE ™

er.ﬁﬂ N e

" WITH = IMPORTED MICROCHIPS,

OF FIVINCE.
e —

CARIBBEAN,
~ONLDE

AND_ADEARmHlJNCAARDE FORMER SURINAME MI
THEY REPORTED  THAT THE RESISTANCE MOVEMENT NOW CONIRUES“’

ALMOST B80Z OF SURINAME; THAT A U.S. SUPPORT GROUP FOR THE RESISTANGE
MOVEMENT WAS BEING SET UP; AND THAT MAJOR FUNDRATSING ACTIVITIES HAD
BE [MITIATED—FOR THE LIBERATION 'FRONT IN EUROPE, THE U.S. AND
THEY ALSO PRESENTED THE ILLUSIRATED BOUK JUST ¥ WHTCH
REVIEWS THE  ATROCITIES  COMMITTED, IN SURINAME. MEANWHILE, FRANCE
ANNOUNCED THAT BRIGADIER GEN. JEAN MOUSCARDES HAD BEEN APPOINTED AS
COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF THE FRENCH FORCES IN FRENCH GUIANA. IN SURTINAME,
BRUNSWIJK MET , LAST WEEK WITH LEADERS OF THE CLS AND DLSCUSSED THE NEED

m
LDR,_umlmx_ AMONG THE —RE Nb3’7ﬁ§iﬁ¥£ THE BOUTERSE REGIME ANMOUNCED
FHAT  THE PLE'S

PEOPLE'S ASSEMBLY HAD APPROVED A NEW CONSTITUTION AND ELECTION
WOULD BE HE
H

ANNQUNCEMENT
SURINAME., U.5. TV NETWORK

A__MAJOR LIBYAN TERRQRIST IN VENEZUELAA‘ﬂijgyﬁﬂgED DOCUMENTS CONTAINING

LIBYAN. R E FRENCH GUIANA, SURINAME, AND
@glﬂ_EEAEQﬂs_BH ED FROM B

MANY CARIBBEAN ISLANDS,
NOVOTEC-A

LEADER RONNY BRUNSWIJK:

VUNOLLLIUL LU IAg o

LD LATE THIS lnﬁu }nn DUTICH GOVERNMENT CALLED THE
NOTHING NEW" AND" WOULD: NOT CHANGE ITS PRESENT POSITION ON

MITAM DI RECENT ARREGT /‘\1;‘

LIk n\l\L;-JL

Ll 23 ) COMPUTER FOR TUE DEVETNDTING nnDTn HAS ARRTUED anM PERU.

L Elis WELL VLN Cuf sy - Bl

SUBSIDIARY OF NOVOA INGENIEROS-IS PRODUCING AND EXPORTING A COMPUTER,
BUILT TO WITHSTAND FREQUENT UPS AND DOWN IN
COUNTRIES. UNDER AN AGREEMENT wlTH
500 COMPUTERS WORTH USS$2

MATTATES ITT T
NUYULOO Wi,

CURRENT EXPERIENCED 1IN D“VELOP*‘”
CZECHOSLOVAKIA, NOVOTEC IS NOW, SHIPPING
MlLJ..J_UN IN REPAYME?D

™Tom

REPAYMENT OF AN UULbiduylwu DEBT. ATFTER THAT,

BEGIN EXPORTING AN ADDITIONAL l,SOQ COMPUTERS AS PART OF A BARTER
AGREEMENT BETWEEN  THE TWO COUNTRIES. PERU WILL RECEIVE 4 THIRD OF TRE
PAYMENT IN HARD CURRENCY, A THIRD: IN CZECH PRODUCTS, AND A THIRD IN

CREDITS TOWARD CANCELLING PERU'S $100 MILLION DEBT. AS PART OF AN EXPORT
PUSH, NOVOTEC ALSO PLANS TO OPEN A EUROPEAN DISTRIBUTION CENTER IN WEST

GERMANY, THE NOVOTEC CP1GO00 COMPUTER I3 COMPATIRLE WITH THE IBM PC.

THE U.S.COMMERCE DEPT. WILL BE EXTENDING THE CURRENT EXPCRT LICENS. TO
COVER " MORE™ ITEMS NOT CONSIDERED MILITARILY CRITICAL., A RECENT REPORT BY
THE NATL. ACADEMY OF SCIENCES CONCLUDED THAT EXPORT POLICIES HAVE COST

THE U.S. MORE THAN US$9 BILLION A YEAR IN LOST EXPORT SALES AND THAT
EASING CONTROLS WOULD RELIEVE EXPORTERS OF MUCH ADMINISTRATIVE BURDEN.
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£ E.S. HOTEL INDUSBTIRY I3 HMOVING INTO THE CARIDBEAN RESORT MARKET. THE
EAN A5 A WHCOLE HAS ABSUT 100,000 ROOMS, BUT PLANS ARE IN THE

TO  INCREASE THAT BY 4,000 ROOMs OVER THE COMING THREE YEARS.
COMPANIES TO EXPAND ARE THE Hy! YPMENT CORP., CONRAD
HOTELS, AND OMNI HOTELS. IALLY LUCRATIVE AREA
ACE 1T COSTS BETWEEN
1 THE U.S.

%AJUR
INTERNATIONAL
PRESENTS WANY DEVELOPHMENT PROBLIMS, HOWEVE
20-307 MORE TO BUILD A HOTEL IN THE CARIBBE

THE UNITEDR NATIONS IS PRESENiLY D TREATIES PERTAINING
TO TRANS-BOUNDARY TOXIC CHEMICAL ACCIDLNT JLD) REQUIRE CGU'T iIE
TO NOTIFY EACH OTHER IN CASES OF CHEMLCA 3 THAT COULD AFFEC

OTHER COUNTRIES. THE OTHER PROPOSES EARLY vuvuernwewws ASSISTANCE AFTER AN

NATTONS

R oA

o Gl

ACCIDENT, TO CONTAIN DAMAGE AND INJURY TO PEOPLE, PROPERTY, AND THE
ENVIRONMENT. THE U.S5. CHEMICAL MANUFACTURERS' ASSOC. HAS OFFERED TO HELP
THE U.N. IN TRAINING PLANT AND COMMUNITY SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS 1IN

DEVELOPING COUNTRIES TO PREPARE EMERGENCY RESPONSE PLANS.

HAS RECENTLY REDUCED ITS REGISTRATION
ON SHORT-TEP¥ REGISTRATIONS. THE
REGISTRY BUSINESS, SECOND ONLY TC LIBERIA, HAS PRODUCED
NCOME TO PANAMA THAN THE US$70 MILLION IT “CEIVES FROM TH.
OF THE CANAL. INDUSTRY ANALYSTS SEE THk NEW REGISTRATION
*ART OF A GROWING BATTLE BETWEEN LIBERIA A¥) PANAMA, WHICH
iTp

PING COMPANIES WORLDWIDE.

PANAMA'S MARITIME ADMINISTRATION
COSTS N SOME SHIPS AND TAXES

A SPECIAL U.S. PRESIDENTIAL TASK FORCE, "“PROJECT ECONCMIC JUSTICE FCR
CENTRAL AMERICA ANp THE CARIBBEAN', HEADED BY FORMER U.S5.AMBASSADOR TO
THE O0.A.S.,WILLIAM MITTENDORF, ISSUED ITS REPORT EARLIER THIS YEAR. IT

CONTAINS SEVERAL SPECIFIC PROPOSALS FOR DEVELOPING A PRODUCTIVE,
COMPETITIVE, FREE ENTERPRISE SYSTEM IN THE REGION INCLUDING: FOCUSING
U.S., AND MULTINATIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE ON PROGRAMS

THAT ENLARGE THE CAPITAL OWKZRSHIP BASE AND PROMOTE EMPLOYEE OWNED
ENTERDRISES; ?RGNOTiNG DEBT-TO~-EQUITY TRADES TO PRIVATIZE GOVERNMENT-
OWNED ENTER BY CONVERTIKG U.S, BANK LOANS TO EQUITY, THEN SELLING
THE EQUITY TO EMPLOYEES THRQUGH EMPLOYEE STNCR NYNERSHIP PLANS; OPENING
7.5, MARKETS TO PRODUCTS OF EMPLOYEE- 'ERPRISES REGARDLESS OF
U.S5. QUOTA RESTRICTIONS; AND SUPPORTING "ORMS GIVING PEASANIS A
GENUINE SHARE IN LARGE-SCALE FARMS.

.LOPING NATIONS WILL BE
'ONFERENCE, "WASHINGTON
'NT OPPORTUNITIES" WILL
.VELOPMENT PROGRAM. FOR
AL CONSULTANTS, 8301
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