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ForYour
Information

" Abraham H. Foxman

823 United Nations Plaza
New York, N.Y. 10017
212-490-2525 .



Paut LAXALT

ORI
Bt

NEVADA &" ol
s
Amited States Senate
WASHINGTON, D. C.
March 15, 1983
Dear Bill:

I understand that a decision is imminent
on the invitation for the President to appear
at the ADL's 70th Anniversary Annual National
Commission on June 8th.

If I may, I'd like to put in another
plug for this one. It would be an excellent
opportunity for the President to reach this
group.

Thanks for your serious consideration
of this invitation.

._~m\\
1nceréi¥,

PAPL LAXALT
U.NS. SENATOR

Mr. William Sadleir

Director, Presidential Appointments
and Scheduling

The White House

Washington, D. C. 20500

Blind copy to: Mr. Nathan/gerlmutter
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 5, 1983

Dear Mr. Perlmutter:

You were most kind to write about my recent
speech in Orlando. As you know, some people
were quick to take pot shots at me for daring
to use the "bully pulpit" of the Presidency
to utter such unfashionable words as good

and evil.

But if America, which has offered hope, freedonm,
opportunity and equal justice under law to
millions of people from all parts of the world,
cannot be called good, to what society can ‘that
word be applied? And if we look at the ovens

of Auschwitz, the carnage of the Khmer Rouge,

and the numbing vastness of the Gulag Archipelago
and cannot pronounce them evil, when can we use
the word? These brutal totalitarian systems

deny basic human rights, feeding on and fostering
racial, religious, and class hatred. They are,
as you say, intrinsically evil.

To us in our time has fallen the responsibility
of standing up against these systems, of defend-
ing democracy and decency. And how shall we
begin if not by telling the truth? We both know
the answer to that question.

With all best wishes,

Sincerely,

Mr. Nathan Perlmutter
823 United Nations Plaza
New York, New York 10017



aAm‘,-l;)'d'avmrvn League
of Bnai Brith

Nathan Perimutter
Nationa! Director

823 United Nations Plaza
New York, N.Y. 10017

March 9, 1983

The President
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I want to tell you how much on target and how meaningful
your comments concerning racial and religious prejudice,
made last night in Orlando, were. They are consonant with
your long record and deeply held views and, for being re-
iterated, serve the nation constructively.

I want to take this opportunity, however, to also express

my own heartfelt commendetions for your articulation of the
realistic ingredients of g jJust peace. A long brutal history
of Soviet oppression, of its own people as well as of other
people, is ugly evidence of Soviet Communism's intrinsic evil.
Only through democracy's capacity to effectively defend it-
self can peace be rationally expected.

With all good wishes,

Sincerely,

NP :mat
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THE WHITE HOUSE
whko— . -TON

May 13, 1983

JENNIFER FITZGERALD, EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT
TO THE VICE PRESIDENT

FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY #A}

To have the Vice President keynote
the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai
B'rith's 70th Anniversary Dinner.

To provide the Vice President with an

excellent forum to address a combined

Jewish and non-Jewish audience. Because

of the diverse nature of the audience,

the Vice President could discuss not only

Middle East issues, but also the Administration's
domestic programs, defense, touch upon anti-
semitism, as well as civil rights in general.

The Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith

is a highly respected organization, both
within and without the Jewish community. The
dinner is expected to attract about 1,000
attendees. '

None
June 8, 1983 TIME: Evening

DURATION: One Hour
Convention Center, Washington, D.C.
ADI, Officials, grassroots members and friends.
Vice President would arrive at event that was
already underway, thank the officials for inviting
him to join, deliver his remarks, join the guest
on the dais, eat dinner, listen to remarks of
one or two orther speakers and end involvement.
The other choice would be to appear at the end
of the dinner and deliver closing remarks.

Remarks

Full press

Michael Gale



June 1, 1983

I am delighted to send my greetings and con-
gratulations to the members of the Anti-Defamation
League of B'nai B'rith as you celebrate the 70th
Anniversary of your organization's founding.

Traditionally, the ADL has championed the cause
of human rights and justice for all Americans. |
In our world, the darknees of intolerance often’
shadows those who strive to strengthen the ideals
of freedom. For your efforts in behalf of free-
dom, you have earned the respect of a grateful
nation.

At home and abroad, the ADL has fought diligently
to preserve the right of all pecoples to choocse
their own form of goverrment without interference
from those elements who seek to undexrmine free
choice.

We must continue to work together to further the
cause of equality for all, regardless of race,
color, or creed. As you pass this milestone in
your history, I wish you continued success in the
very important work you do and, again,
congratulations.

Sent to: %

Mr. David A. Brody

Director, Washington Office

Anti-Defamation League of
B'nai B'rith

1640 Rhode Island Avenue, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20036

Call when signed to have picked up: 857-6663.

RR:Hodge:-1living
cc: K. Osborne/D.Livingston/# & /CF
EVENT: JUNE 8-12



nti-Defamation Lea;
of B’nai B?ilh gue

Kenneth J. Bialkin
National Chairman

One Citicorp Center
153 East 53rd Street
New York, NY 10022
(212) 935-8000

May 22, 1984

Mr. Marshall Brager
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Marshall:

I appreciate your having included me in the
very interesting dinner with Michael Armacoast last Thurs-
day. I think it was a very worthwhile meeting and was
tremendously impressed by his openness and willingness
to listen. I am having sent to you separately a copy
of Joan Peters' new book "From Time Immemorial,"” a history
of the Arab-Jewish conflict in Palestine. I think you
will find it very interesting and will agree that the
book is one of primary importance and significance.

With best regards.

Sincerely,

Kenneth J. Bialkin

KJB:pj

823 United Nations Plaza, New York, NY 10017/(212) 490-2525/Cable: ANTIDEFAME/Telex: 649278



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

September 25, 1984

Dear Warren:

I very much enjoyed our lunch on Friday.
Enclosed is a copy of my anti-Semitism
panel at Heritage. As discussed, I would
be very interested in giving a substantive
paper on some aspect of anti-Semitism at
the Zionism is Racism December conference.
I believe that there are a number of
significant theoretical issues at stake.

I look forward to speaking with you soon.

Sincerely,

LY

Ma Breger
Special Assistant to the
President for Public Liaison

Mr. Warren Eisenberg .
Anti-Defamation League

of B'nai B'rith
1640 Rhode Island Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036
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WAYAnti-Defamati
P/ of Bnai Brith

November 14, 1984

Mr. Marshall Breger
Office of Public Liaison
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Marshall:

It was good talking with you this morning.

Since then, I have received the enclosed from the
Los Angeles Times of November 12. I am confident
that you will feel as I do that the unnamed ''senior
White House official" is both mischievous and an
ignoramus.

The latter because '"'an eye for an eye' historically

was a step forward in meting out punishment for crime,

but that's almost beside the point. What is the point

is that his frame of reference puts Israel down as the
land of the 0ld Testament and compares Israel pejoratively
with the United States and the New Testament.

I don't know who this "senior White House official"” is,
but I do feel that it is important that a clarifying
statement be issued, and issued promptly.

Looking foward to hearing from you,

Cordially,

Nathan Perlmutter

NP/cep
Enclosure

cc: David Brody

823 United Nations Plaza, New York, NY 10017 (46th Street & 1st Avenue) 212-490-2525/Cable: ANTIDEFAME/Telex: 649278
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*PETER M. ALTER, Detroit, M1
JERRY ANCHES, Seattie, WA
MISHA APTER, Sherman Oaks, CA
LOUIS H. BARNETT, Ft. Worth, TX
1SADORE IKE BASKIN, Philadeiphia, PA
NORTON Y, BEILENSON, Cfaytan, MO
SOPHIA BENDER, Housten, TX
MICHAEL A, BERENSON, New Orleans, LA
STEPHEN BERISH, Stoughton, MA
HERBERT BERKOWITZ, Fort Worth, TX
*HOWARD P. BERKOWITZ, Scarsdale, NY
*KENNETH }, BIALKIN, New York, NY
*DOROTHY BINSTOCK, Pittsburgh, PA
GEQRGES BLOCH, Strasbourg, France
ELAINE BLOCK, Birmingham, M}
1RA “BOB” BORN, Allentawn, PA
*ELI BOYER, Los Angeles, CA
MAXIMO BRENNER, Montevideo, Uruguay
*AVRON 1. BROG, New York, NY
MERLE D. COHN, Seattle, WA
*BEVERLY DAVIS, lamaica, NY
*GRACE DAY, St. Joseph, MO
MARTIN DOCTOROFE, Southfield, M1
LUIZ EIGIER, Sao Paulo, Brazil
*MEYER EISENBERG, Washington, DC
ELMO ELLIS, Atlanta, GA
*JANE G. ESKIND, Nashville, TN
RICHARD |, ESSEN, Miami, FL
BENJAMIN FEIERMAN, Harrisburg, PA
MARTEN FEIN, Houston, TX
ARTHUR FENTIN, Wilmington, DE
1OSEPH ). FISCH, San Diego, CA
*ARNOLD FORSTER, New York, NY
*ABRAHAM H. FOXMAN, Bergenfield, N}
*MELVIN L. FRAIMAN, Belmont, MA
PAUL GARDNER, South Caulfield, Australia
*LAWRENCE GELB, Bostan, MA
IRMA GERTLER, Mitwaukee, W1
CARL GOLDBERG, Bethesda, MD
LEONORE MAZER GOLDBERG, Rosedale, NY
ALFRED GOLDEN, Miami Beach, EL
LAWRENCE §. GOLDEN, Cleveland, OH
DAVID “P” GOLDMAN, Altadena, CA
ROBERT GOLDMANN, New Yark, 'NY
*CHARLES GOLDRING, o5 Angeles, CA
MARCIA GOLDSTEIN, flushing, NY
JOHN L. GOLDWATER, New Yark, NY

of National Executive C i *

ROBERT ADLER, Tamarac, FL

WILLIAM M. ALPER, Miami, FL
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DAVID BERGER, Philadelphia, PA
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DAVID BLUMBERG, Knoxville, TN

OSCAR COHEN, New Yark, NY

HENRY COHN, Dallas, TX

ELLIOT COLE, Washington, DC

LOUIS DEGEN, Denver, CO

ETHEL EPSTEIN, New York, NY
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HERMAN FINEBERG, Pittsburgh, PA

ELLIOTT W, FINKEL, Pittsburgh, PA

DONALD FLAMM, New York, NY
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LOUIS FREEDMAN, White Plains, NY

WARREN FREEDMAN, New Rochelle, NY ‘-
**FREDERICK GASH, New York, NY

MARC K. GILBERT, Hellywood, FL
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*SAM KANE, Carpus Christi, TX

MARTIN KANTOR, Great Neck, NY
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PHILIP KRUPP, Boston, MA
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*ALLAN B. MARGOLIS, North Miami Beach, FL
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BERTRAM H. MARX, Flint, Ml
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*DONALD R. MINTZ, New Orleans, LA
SHIRLEY MOLDOFF, Lauderhill, FL
BERNARD MOLLEN, Springfieid, NY

HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS

BERNARD S, GREEN, Washington, DC
BENJAMIN GREENBERG, New York, NY
LEO GREENLAND, New York, NY
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BEN HYMAN, Atlanta; GA
LOUIS G . ISAACSON, Denver, CO
HERTA H. KAHN, Chicago, IL
IRVING K. KALER, Atlanta, GA
BERDIE KUDLER, Los Angeles, CA
ROBERT LAT2, Mirneapolis, MN
RALPH LAZARUS, Cincinnati, OH
RICHARD M. LEDERER, r., White Plains, NY
CY LESLIE, New York, NY
RAY LEVENTHAL, Cleveland, OH
SIMMY LEVEY, South Orange, N}
BERNARD M, LEVY, Rockville, MD
JOSEPH L. LICHTEN, Romeg, Italy
FRIEDA LOWITZ, Beverly Hills, CA
ALEXANDER MILLER, Southbury, CT
. EDWARD MILLER, Denver, CO
EMIL MOGUL, NEW York, NY
ISRAEL MOWSHOWITZ, Flushing, NY
MAYER U, NEWFIELD, Birmingham, AL
NORMAN N, NEWHOUSE, New Orleans, LA
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BERTRAM R, PALEY, Milton Village, MA

*ROBERT H. NAFTALY, Southfield, NY
ROBERT NATHAN, Chicago, IL
BILL QAKFIELD, Leicester, England
ROSALIND ORNSTEIN, North Palm Beach, FL
CARL PEARLSTEIN, San Francisco, CA
ARTHUR PEARLMAN, Hialeah, FL
THEQDORE E. PERLMAN, Lemont, IL
*NATHAN PERLMUTTER, New York, NY
*GERALD M. QUIAT, Denver, CO
*SEYMOUR D. REICH, New York, NY
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MARVIN D. ROWEN, Los Angeles, CA
*MELVIN SALBERG, New York, NY
*RITA SALBERG, New York, NY
WILLIAM SAPERS, Boston, MA
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*RONALD B. SOBEL, New York, NY
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GEQRGE STARK, Houston, TX
ALVIN J. STEINBERG, Bethesda, MD
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WILLIAM M. WOLFF, Palm Reach, FL
LOUIS ZARA, New York, NY
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MERLE D. COHN, Seattle, WA
RICHARD ESSEN, Miami, FL

CHARLES GOLDRING, Los Angeles, CA
JOHN L. GOLDWATER, New York, NY
KAYGEY KASH, Los Angeles, CA
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THOMAS D. MANTEL, Indianapolis, IN
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CHICAGO REGIONAL BOARD

JOEL ). SPRAYREGEN
Chairman

LESTER ASHER

ROGER G. FEIN

THOMAS C. HOMBURGER
Vice Chairmen

SHIRLEY NATHAN
Secretary

MARK F. MEHLMAN
Treasurer

STAFF

MICHAEL C. KOTZIN
Regional Director
NANCY K. WINSHIP
Assistant Director
RANDOLPH A, KAHN
HEID! KETROSER
Community Consultants
EILEEN C, GOLD
Chicago Appeal Divector

A. ABBOT ROSEN

Midwest Area Director
MICHAEL LIEBERMAN
Midwest Civil Rights Director

NATIONAL COMMISSION

KENNETH J. BIALKIN
National Chairman
BURTON S. LEVINSON
Chairman,

National Executive Committee
SEYMOUR GRAUBARD
MAXWELL E. GREENBERG
BURTON M. JOSEPH
Honorary National Chairmen
ROBERT H. NAFTALY
Treasurer

NATHAN PERLMUTTER
National Director
ABRAHAM H. FOXMAN
Associate National Director

Anti-Defamation League

Greater Chicago Regional Office 222 W. Adams St.,

Chicago, Hlinois 60606, (312) 782-5080

May 31, 1985

Mr. Marshall Breger
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Marshall:

Many thanks for taking the time to meet with our
leadership the other day. As you very well know, .
there is great interest in recent developments and in
the role of your own office. I thank you for .
candidly discussing those matters and for commentilng
on other current subjects of interest as well. It
was very useful to us out here in the hinterlands.

I hope the balance of your day's schedule worked out.
With all good wishes,

Sincerely,

Michael C. Kotzin
Regional Director

MCK:abs

cc: Joel J. Sprayregen



Most Washington lobbyists
boast about having connections.
David A. Brody takes pride in
making them.

The veteran Washington rep-
resentative of the B'nai B'rith
Anti-Defamation League is an
inveterate matchmaker who
wends his way through the capi-
tal's power circles on the look-
out for people who ought to
know one another.

No sooner do his antennae
pick up a nugget of conversa-
tional information about some-
body’s past or present interests
than the next words out of his
mouth are invariably, “1'd like
to put you together with ....”

The very next day, if not later
the same day. Brody will be on
the telephone proposing a lun-
cheon involving himself and the
two people he wants to bring
together. Invariably, they are
people who would have gotten
together on their own at some
point but, as‘Brody said in an
interview, he finds that it ad-
vances his long-term interests if
he can be the “facilitator or
catalytic force.”

“l do it so that the two people
will know each other, so they
will not be strangers when they
need to deal with one another.
Both parties usually welcome
it,” he explained. Those involved may run the gamut from
Members of Congress, White House aides and ambassadors to
reporters, fund raisers and constituents,

Twenty years at his job has taught Brody that at some point,
his gestures of good will are likely to be returned in some form.
“Jt's not so much that people are beholden to me, asit’s a matter
of providing greater access for me,” he said, stressing the golden
word of the lobbyist’s trade—access.

The autographed pictures on the wall of Brody's office attest
to his success in gaining access at the very highest levels. They
also attest to his skill at hearing what people say and sensing
what makes them tick and what their current concerns are.

“In this town, so many people talk rather than listen,”
explained Brody, giving away a major secret of his success. It
also helps to be quick-witted enough to put information to
immediate use. “If I happen to be in a Member’s office and a
name comes up, we'll often set up a lunch right then.”

Brody is constantly on the lookout for likely connections, two
Members of Congress who haven’t met each other yet, a
reporter who is starting out on a project involving principals he
hasn’t met, new arrivals at the Israeli Embassy who need to
meet the people they will be dealing with in Washington.

“It’s just a matter of having almost an intuitive sense about
people’s needs,” Brody said. “I guess it is just a matter of
knowing how to relate to people. I will occasionally bring
Members of Congress together whose views may be divergent.
In bringing them together, they find that they are able to work
together on other issues.”

Those other issues, with luck, may turn out at some point to
be the very ones upon which Brody is lobbying. And, even if

|
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David A. Brody

Making Matches
Means Access

their votes do not always go his
way, Brody at least gets a
chance to have his say. In 1981
when Congress approved the
sale of military aircraft to Saudi
Arabia, Brody recalled. “a
number of good friends of mine
voted for the sale. but I still had
the opportunity to sit down and
talk to the principal—to the
man who cast the vote.”

That statement is also reveal-
ing. In lobbying. as in match-
making, the permanence of
relationships is important. Ac-
cordingly, significance attaches
to Brody's reference to “good
friends™ who voted against his
position. They still are his good
friends, and maybe next time
they will be with him.

Besides putting his lunch
hour to regular use. Brody and
his wife, Bea, entertain at their
home, throwing dinner parties
that may bring anywhere from
a dozen to three dozen Wash-
ington notables together to
trade information and get to
know one another better.

“From time to time, press
people are invited to my parties
at home as friends.” Brody ex-
plained. What goes on is not
intended for publication, Brody
noted, but it is recognized “a
reporter may pick something up
at a party.” But, he added, “the story won’t be that [ had that
group of people to dinner.”

Brody added that he has never hesitated to bring politicians
and journalists together in a social setting. “l don’t draw any
lines,” he said. “When [ find it useful to play that catalytic role,
I doit.” With reference to the politicians, he observed, “I think
they welcome the opportunity too, otherwise they wouldn't
agree to it.” .

To the best of his recollection. Brody over the years has never
become a matchmaker in the romantic sense. He says that he
knows of no marriages that have resulted between people he has
brought together and quickly adds in a businesslike tone that “if
it has happened, that would not be the purpose that the meeting
started out with.”

There is more than a bit of a Horatio Alger aspect to Brody's
career. The man who now wines, dines and facilitates friend-
ships among the high and mighty started out in life as the son of
an immigrant garment worker who entered this country through
Ellis Island. He grew up in Brooklyn, attended public schools
and ended up studying law at Columbia University on a scholar-
ship. He came to Washington in 1940 to work as a lawyer for the
government and has been with the Anti-Defamation League
since 1949.

Brody said he has developed his skills as a lobbyist-social
connecter as he has gone along. *'1 like 10 say that the things |
do, I never learned in law school.” Nonetheless. the 69-year-old
lobbyist makes it clear that he enjoys what he does. “I have no
plans to retire,” he said.

The matchmaker is obviously well matched to his calling.—
Dick Kirschten
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COMMENT:
TheYearThatWas...

of this and that. In theatre, plays, in publishing, books, and no less predictably, here

it's those events that reflect Anti-Defamation League concerns. They are not neces-
- sarily in order of importance:
. "o Terrorism. For all of the huffing and puffing of outraged statesmen, 1985 was nonethe-
* less the Year of the Terrorist. Abroad there was the TWA hijacking and at sea the Achille
* Lauro hijacking cum murder, and there was the carnage at Malta. Here in the U.S, an
* Arab-American was murdered and a Nazi collaborator died of bomb wounds. One hopes
. that the US. interception of the Egyptian airliner, a safe-haven for PL.O. murderers, sug-
! gests a hardening of the free world’s resolve against terroxism. But one isn't betting.
! e Catholic-Jewish relations. It was the 20th anniversary of Nostra Aetate. In this score
. of years, radical changes have been made in Catholic teachings and liturgy concern-
¢ ing Jews. Good. Very good. But time marches on and the ripening central issue in our
© relationship is Vatican recognition of Isracl—making de jure what is de facto. = .
: ‘& PLQ. It suffered being discredited even in circles not without some tolerance for it.
- -Discredited not so much by Israel, not so much by the United States, not so much by
. “moderate” Arab states and certainly not by the United Nations. Discredited by its own
. actions. Couldn't happen to more deserving killers.
*. » The United Nations. Its 40th anniversary and the not unrelated 10th anmversary of
. the General Assembly’s mugging of Merriam—Webster and Funk & Wagnall. In 1975,
¢ the UN. defined Zionism as racism. What seemed outlandish a decade ago has, alas,
. ~achieved the more acceptable state of merely being controversial. Throughout much
“‘E_:‘of the world, Zionism and racism are being taught as synonyms. Alas, too, the Big Lie
- did not die with Goebbels, It is alive and well and living at the United Nations.
> @ Bitburg. A reminder (as a people, we always seem to need reminding) that even friends
¢ can be insensitive. But it was a faceted reminder. A reminder, too, that insensitivity should
».not be equated with anti-Semitism.
. ® Farrakhan. It's not so much the demagogue that stirred melancholy thoughts. We've
. seen his type rise and fall throughout our lives, throughout the lives of our forebears.
- What may be more telling than Farrakhan are the rationalizations and the evasions,

Continued on page 14

l t's “list” time, the time of year in which we sort things out, the best or the worst
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organized a colloquium in collaboration with
the External Relations Department of the
World Zionist Organization in Cannes, France,
protesting the tenth anniversary of the U.N.'s
“Zionism is racism" resolution. ADLEF also
acted as a resource facility for a two-day
national seminar of French Jewish educators
and school directors on the teaching of Jew-
ish history. Elements of ADL's *Jewish Life in
America” art exhibit, which is being shown in
many areas of the U.S., was part of the
program.

A FULL ACCOUNTING—ADL endorsed a
proposal by Congressmhn Barney Frank (D-
MA) that Congress appoint a commission to
investigate the United States’ involvement
with Nazi war criminals post-World War II.

Participating in the Congressman’s news
conference in Washington, DC, Ruti G. Teitel,
assistant director of ADL's Legal Affairs
Department, said, “‘a full accounting of the
facts about the assistance rendered to Nazi
fugitives is the minimum debt owed to victims
of Nazi oppression,” adding, ‘this history will
be repeated if we fail to account for our past
and to establish ethical standards which strike
a balance between our nations’ security
needs and the protection of fundamental
human rights, here and abroad.”

ENDING QUOTAS—President Reagan was
urged to sign into law an Executive Order end-
ing government sanctioning of racial quotas
and their functional equivalent—goals and

timetables—in a statement by Jeffrey
Sinensky, director of ADLs Legal Affairs
Department, delivered at a U.S. Chamber of
Commerce press conference in Washington,
DC, marking the formation of the Ad Hoc Co-
alition Against Quotas.

Noting that the Justice Department has
adopted a “‘forthright” position against hiring
goals and quotas, Mr. Sinensky said “the
President has the opportunity, by a stroke of
the pen, to do away with (race preferences)
once and for all.”

“Counting by race,” Mr. Sinensky asserted,
“was never envisioned by the supporters of
the 1964 Civil Rights Act. The intent was
rather to encourage affirmative action involv-
ing a conscious and active effort to recruit
minorities, to provide training and skills
necessary for advancement and, where
appropriate, remedial education. It does not
mean practicing discrimination as a means
of combatting discrimination.”

Among the Coalition members are: The
U.S. Chamber of Commerce, Associated
General Contractors, U.S. Business and
Industrial Council, Committee on Academic
Nondiscrimination, and the National Jewish
Coalition.

KEEPING SCORE—Once again, ADL is cir-
culating a pamphlet listing the voting record
of each member of the United Nations in sup-
port of U.S. palicy. . .and once again, Israel
wins highest marks. The bookiet, called
“*Keeping Score atthe U.N.,” conveys a clear

The Year That Was. . . continued from page 2

some bordering on hostility, of some mainstream black spokesmen. It the toxicity

in their tolerance for Farrakhan really less than the poison in his intolerance?

» Meir Kahane, Racism, as if we didn't know, is not a disease to which Jews are
immune. The razor-edged verbal bigotry of Meir Kahane may or may not frighten
Arabs. Iis cutting edge, however, should frighten all Jews who take pride in the
rational foundations of our heritage.

¢ The Pollard case. It is too early, as 1 write (December 4, 1985) to assess its impact
on Israeli/American relations, although it is likely not as negative as Israel’'s adver-
saries hope nor as meaningless as some friends pretend. That, however, does not
absolve the boundless and mischievous irresponsibility of his sponsors. |

¢ [sraeli-American relations. Record levels of American support for Israel were fur-
ther enlarged by the U.S-Israel free trade pact which will, in 10 years, phase out all
tariffs between the two democracies. A historic agreement, yes. But more, it sym-
¥bolizes the mutual respect and regard of two good friends. ,

: . ~Nathan Perlmutter
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COMMENT:

The Medieval
Connection

ast December, driving one of Jerusalem’s storied hills, our eyes seeking out, our
attention caressing Mount Scopus, | remembered an ancient synagogue in Roma-
nia. The 700 year old shul in lasi and what I remembered was the richly
ornamented bema and how, when craning my neck to look up into the dome’s inner high-
point, the puzzled surprise 1 felt. The dome hadn't looked nearly so high from the street.

I said so and was reminded that to enter the shul we had descended stairs. Inside, we
descended still more stairs. This explained why the zenith of the dome’s interior was sub-
stantially higher above the shul's sunken floor than it was above the street level.

Why, I had asked our host, such “hard-way” architecture? Because, he explained, in
n'lliedieval Romania, Christians would not permit Jews to build synagogues taller than
churches.

Am I writing of resourcefulness, either Jewish or architectural? No. I'm talking about
medievalism.

Back now, to that drive over Jerusalem'’s undulating green and brown hills, hills which
through the millenia have sparkled blood red, too, the all too frequent coloration of reli-
gious ferocities: Brigham Young University is building a Mormon Center on Mount Sco-
pus. No matter Mormon compliance with Jerusalem's demanding building requirements;
1o matter the approbation for the project of Mayor Teddy Kollek, whose fiercely jeal-
ous, almost maternal love is the Golden City’s armor; no matter written Mormon assur-
ances that the Center will not engage in proselytizing; no matter the absence of evidence
that israeli Jews have converted to Mormonism, a small minority of zealots would bar
the Mormons from building on Mount Scopus. ,

. We were asked by government officials how we felt the frustration of the Mormon con-
struction would be received in the United States. We suggested the obvious. Terribly. But,
we offered, realpolitik though that consideration is, it wasn’t really what mattered. What
counts, what really counts, is that made-by-Christians medievalisms of XII century lasi
not be adopted by Jews, not in this already excessively punished century, and surely not
in the city that should be a light unto all cities, Yerushalayem. -

Happily, senior Labor and Likud leaders agree. Which proves, I suppose, that civic
sanity and appreciation of the Jewish experience are not always evenly distributed
between the publicly appointed and the privately annointed.

—Nathan Perlmutter
National Director, Anti-Defamation League
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