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Today’s Major Klan Organizations

The three largest national Klan organizations of recent years have been the United Klans of America, baseFl
in Tuscaloosa, Alabama; the Invisible Empire, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, headquartered in Shelton, Connecti-
cut, the first Klan group with a national office in the North; and the Knights of the KKK, with its office in.Tuscum—
bia, Alabama. Additionally, Don Black of Birmingham, Alabama, still asserts claims to leadership of a faction of the
Knights of the KKK; the Knights split in two while he was in prison from 1982 until 1985 for violating the U.S. Neutral-
ity Act. In December 1982, he was sentenced to three years in a federal prison camp in Texas for conspiring with
several fellow extremists to overthrow the government of the Caribbean island of Dominica.

A detailed description of each major Klan group follows.

The United Klans of America, Inc. (UKA), was the largest Klan organization of the 1960s and 1970s, and

. had more members than any of its newer rivals, although its membership was older and less active. Headquartered
in Tuscaloosa, Alabama, it was led by Imperial Wizard Robert Shelton, who had spent time in federal prison in the
late 1960s for contempt of Congress. (He refused to produce Klan membership lists for the House Committee on
Un-American Activities. See also Appendix B, “History of the Klan.”) The UKA of recent years was much smaller
than it was in the 1960s, when it had tens of thousands of members, but it had some success in picking up disaffected
“klaverns” (units)3 of several smaller Klan organizations. The UKA has had its largest concentration of klaverns
in Alabama, Florida, South Carolina, North Carolina, Kentucky, Virginia, and Indiana. The official UKA organ is
The Fiery Cross, published in Swartz, Louisiana.

Because Shelton avoided publicity and retained the old concept of the Klan as a clandestine order, there was
for many years little mention of the UKA in the press. Occasional publicity was unavoidable, however, as it was in
the spring of 1979, when twenty members of the UKA were indicted by a Birmingham federal grand jury in connec-
tion with violent racial episodes in Talladega County, Alabama. Three of Shelton’s members pleaded guilty and ten
others were found guilty and sentenced to terms in federal prison.

Even greater notoriety attached to the UKA following the $7 million damage award in 1987 in the Alabama civil
suit against the organization (see also Section 2). Included as defendants in that case were six past and present UKA
members involved in the 1981 slaying of a Black teenager, Michael Donald, whose body was left hanging on a tree.
As aresult of the verdict, the teenager’s family, whose legal representation was provided by the Southern Poverty
Law Center (SPLC), has taken possession of the United Klans' 7,200-sq. ft. national headquarters on 6.5 acres in
Tuscaloosa with an estimated market value of $225,000. Erected in 1978, the two-floor building was held in the name
of the Anglo-Saxon Club, Inc., a UKA front, and included meeting space, dormitories, and the private office of Imperial
Wizard Shelton.

James Knowles, a member of the UKA's Klavern 900 in Mobile and one of the two men convicted for the 1981
murder of Michael Donald, testified at his 1984 trial that he and Henry Hays, now awaiting execution for the act,
had killed Donald “in order to show Klan strength in Alabama.” At the more recent civil trial, Knowles testified that
he was “carrying out the orders” of UKA “Titan” (regional leader) Bennie Jack Hays, Henry Hays’ father and a long-
time Shelton lieutenant.

At a klavern meeting at the Hays home two days before the murder of Donald, Henry Hays, who served as
the chapter’s “Exalted Cyclops” (presiding officer), said that “a nigger ought to be hanged by the neck until dead
to put them in their place.” The Anti-Defamation League provided SPLC’s Morris Dees, counsel to Michael Donald’s
mother and the NAACP, a grisly cartoon from The Fiery Cross which proved to be a key piece of evidence in
the $7 million judgment ultimately rendered against the UKA. The illustration showed a Black man about to be
lynched, with the caption “White people should give blacks what they deserve.” Knowles testified that the cartoon
did indeed influence his decision to commit the murder, vividly illustrating the UKA's agenda of violence. Robert
Shelton, not himself a defendant, sat with the defendants at the trial.

Based on evidence revealed during the civil trial, indictments were also recently brought in Mobile, Alabama
against Bennie Jack Hays and his son-in-law, Frank Cox, for the murder of Michael Donald. The trial was sched-
uled to begin in February, 1988.

In another important case, in April, 1985, five members of the United Klans of America were arrested by the

3 For a glossary of Klan terminology, see Appendix C.























































































































































































































































































“ ‘PROPAGANDA OF THE DEED’: THE FAR RIGHT’S DESPERATE ‘REVOLUTION’)” ADL Special
Report, May 1985. This publication describes a chain of lawless events on the West Coast and the more than two
dozen arrests in 13 states which resulted from the activities of the terrorist group known as “The Order.” No charge.

“COMPUTERIZED NETWORKS OF HATE,” ADL Fact Finding Report, January, 1985, Reports on the move into
the era of high technology by right-wing extremists, including their use of computer network bulletin boards. The
use of computer technology marks a new departure for hate groups and represents an effort to give right-wing extrem-
ism a modern look. No charge.

‘“ADL MODEL STATUTE: ETHNIC VANDALISM AND INTIMIDATION,” ADL Law Report, Winter, 1985.
Describes a model statute prepared by ADL's Legal Affairs Department for introduction in state legislatures. The
statute contains one section prohibiting institutional vandalism and a second section increasing the penalties for
assault, harassment, and other crimes when motivated by the victim'’s race, color, religion, or national origin. No
charge.

EXTREMISM ON THE RIGHT: A HANDBOOK, ADL, October, 1983. ADL designed this handbook as a
standard reference guide to the major right-wing extremist organizations and individuals in the U.S. This publica-
tion, to be updated in 1988, includes background information on 23 major organizations and 48 individuals. The
common denominator of all those included is a fundamental anti-Semitism or racist ideology. Indexed. $5.00.

“THE ‘IDENTITY CHURCHES’: A THEOLOGY OF HATE,” ADL Facts, Spring, 1983. Reports on the
activities of a pseudo-religious movement in the United States called “Identity” that preaches hatred and violence
against Jews, Blacks, and other minorities. “Identity” doctrines are the common theological thread of several
organized hate groups—including the Posse Comitatus, the Aryan Nations, and elements of the Ku Klux Klan. No
charge.

“LIBERTY LOBBY AND THE CARTO NETWORK OF HATE,” ADL Facts, Winter, 1982. This report focuses
on Liberty Lobby, the Washington, DC-based, far-right, multimillion-dollar organizational and propaganda empire
run by its founder, Willis Carto—probably the most influential anti-Semite in the United States today. The report
provides background on The Spotlight, the Lobby’s weekly newspaper, and on the Institute for Historical Review,
a California-based organization founded by Carto which promotes the idea that the Holocaust never took place. No
charge.

Special Edition

ADLs Special Edition is a handy, illustrated two-page summary of a single topic of public concern. There is
no charge for this publication. Issues include:

“EXTREMIST GROUP OUTREACH TO RURAL AMERICANS,” ADL Special Edition, June, 1986. This
summary of The American Farmer and the Extremists highlights the extremist groups attempting to exploit the
farm crisis, describes counteraction efforts, and provides a listing of resources on the issue.

“EXTREMISM TARGETS THE PRISONS,” ADL Special Edition, September, 1986. This synopsis of the longer
report described above emphasizes the dangers posed by recruiting inside state and federal institutions by outside
extremist groups.

“JOHN BROWN ANTI-KLAN COMMITTEE” (JBAKC), ADL Special Edition, October, 1986. This backgmqnd
report documents how the activities of this far-left organization go well beyond anti-Klan or.ganizing, o_ften res.ult!rlg
in confrontations with law enforcement officials. This fact sheet exposes the JBAKC as an anti-democratic organization
supportive of far-left terrorist groups like the Weather Underground, the Black Liberation Army, and the May 19
Communist Organization. .
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