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19 March 1984

Marshall Breger, Special Assistant
to the President

The White House

Washington, D.C.

Dear Marshall:

On behalf of the Board of Advisors and the Board of
Directors of the Jewish Institaite for National Security Affairs,
I would like to ﬂxank you for all of your assistance in bringing
Lt. Commander Armold Resnicoff to our Annual Dinner on 4 March.

The ivening was a tremendous success, and I'm only
SOrry you were le to join us. Rabbi Resnicoff's moving re-
marks added great significance to the evening.

Again, our deep appreciation for your efforts.

With all good wishes

Vv,

et
ey

;/i Executive Director

SB/mpd


















February 20, 1984

Dr. Marshall Breger

Special Assistant to the President
Office of Public Liaison

Room 197, OEOB

The White House

shington, DC 20500

Dear wshall,
st a short note to thank you for taking time out

of your busy schedule to meet with me, Saul and Herb last Friday.
I think we had a very wortlwhile and interesting discussion.

Enclosed is the information you : wpested: the
Lavi article, which appeared in our November  wsletter; the
schedule for Pentagon Fly-In V; and the list of participants
an JINSA's second mission to Israel.

I lock forward to seeing you again soon.

With all good wishes

Executive Director

SB/mk



PARTICTIPANTS ON JINSA'S SECOND = MISSION TO ISRAEL:

Mr. & Mrs. Saul Stern
Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Fierst
Dr. & Mrs. Lawrence Goldmntz
Mr. Galen Kelly
Mr. Clement Caditz
i. Shoshana Bryen

Military

General Donald Starry (USAF, Ret.), former Commander USRDF

R. Adm. Gerald Miller (USN, Ret.), former Commander, US Sixth Fleet
J. Gen. William Levine (USA, Ret.)




SCHEDULE FOR PENTAGON FLY-IN V:

Monday 5 March

1984

8:30-9:45 AM: Dr. Stephen Bryen, Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense

10:00-11:00 AM:

11:15-12:15 PM™:

12:30-2:00 PM:

2:15-3:30 PM:

3:45-4:30 PM:

for Intemational Trade and Security Policy:
"Techinology Transfer"

Col. Jack Spitler:
tional Military Command Center

Rear Adm. Donald Felt, Assistant Deputy Director for
Force Development & Strategic Plans:
"US Nuclear Defenses"

General Bernard Trainor (USMC), Deputy Chief of Staff
for Plans, Operations & Policy:
"Lebanon"

Nestor Sanchez, Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense
for Inter-American Affairs:
"Grenada and Central America"

Lt. Gen. Kelly Burke (USAF, Ret.)





















April 8, 1985

Dr. Marshall Breger, Special Assistant
to the President

The White House

Washington, DC

Dear Marshall:

The message from President Reagan to JINSA and
Jack Kemp was eloquent, and generous in its praise.
Thank you so much for your help and support, both for
our Annual Meeting and for the work of JINSA.

We are so sorry you were unable to join us for the
dinner, we had looked forward to your presence and having
you read the message. Let me assure you that Elliot Cole
did an admirable job in your stead.

Best wishes ason.

SB:abd
cc: Elliot Cole



































































dmost self-sufficient. These people
Uso are doing some modern tech-
10logy work because the work pro-
luces more money for them. They
wre producing electronic circuit
yoards for battery operated com-
puters. They also produce the con-
trols for a sprinkler system, which
is timed to allow just the right
amount of water. They make and
sell clothing for women and chil-
dren. They have a handicraft shop
where they sell homemade gift
products to visitors.

I was very impressed with the
peacefulness of this area, but the
ever present underground bunker
provided a constant reminder of
less peaceful times. The bunker we
visited also was equipped to ac-
commodate a dance class.

We continued to Haifa, a port
city built on sandstone rocky hills.
Most of the buildings in Haifa are a
soft yellow-gray color. It is inter-
esting to note that most of the
buildings have multiple television
antennas on top. The architectural
style and the television antennas
offer a contrast of the past and the
present. As we drove into the city,
we could see the University of Hai-
fa on the crest of a hill with its tall
tower projecting into the sky. Haifa
is built out of the rocks. The city is
a series of hills and valleys with
houses, buildings, schools, shops
and hotels hanging off the cliffs.
The city, the third largest in Israel,
looks very much like San Francis-
co. It also has the largest port and
houses the main headquarters of
the Israeli Navy.

May 2, 1985—We drove to the
Israeli Navy headquarters where
we were briefed by Capt. Peres,
the Deputy Commander of the port
of Haifa. He indicated that the port
of Haifa was commanded by a
commodore. The visit included a
detailed briefing on the Israeli Na-
vy's primary mission: training for
war. The Navy’s secondary mis-
sion is coastal surveillance and
antiterrorist activities. The briefing
on how the Navy conducts its
coastal surveillance was very inter-
esting. They have four lines of de-
fense: the first is radar; the second
is patrol boats; the third is swift
boats; and the fourth is deep pene-
tration protection from patrol

planes conducting air-to-sea sur-.

veillance.

After the briefing, we visited the
dockyard facilities and went
aboard a missile patrol boat and a
gun patrol boat. We also visited the
Israeli Navy Submarine Fleet. The
missile patrol boat had about 38
crew, 10 officers, and it was
gunned with two 75 mm cannons,

62

five Gabriel missiles and four har-
poons. It is one of the heaviest
armed missile patrol boats in the
world. We were given the opportu-
nity to walk through the ship. It has
a very modern fire control system.
The second visit was on a patrol
boat manned by eight men and one
officer. We discussed their mission
and looked over the boat. Our third
visit was to the submarine force,
which is composed of three attack
submarines. All three submarines
are German designed and built in
England. Each submarine has eight
torpedos. The submarines’ mission
is for surveillance and interdiction;
they are all attack boats. The Israe-
lis have an all volunteer Navy. An
item of interest on the Israeli Na-
vy’s terrorist interdiction cam-
paign: It very proudly reported that
there has been no successful inter-
diction of the Israeli coastline in six
years. Some terrorists have
reached the beach, but every one
either has been killed or has surren-
dered. The last attempt, a day be-
fore Israel’s Independence Day,
failed when 28 terrorists were
killed attempting to infiltrate into
the Tel Aviv area to cause destruc-
tion and havoc. The terrorists were
launched from an intercoastal
trawler in rubber boats that came in
from the major shipping lanes 40 to
60 miles west. When they were
interdicted, the terrorists fired first
at the Israeli patrol boat. The rest
of the story is history.

The next stop on our trip was the
Merkava tank plant where we were
briefed by the plant Director Col.
Razi Ben Yakov. The Merkava
plant is a very large organization
that handles third and fourth eche-
lon maintenance for all the armor in
Israel, including the captured Sovi-
et T-55 and T-62 type tanks. Here
they modernize and upgrade the
Soviet tanks, British Chieftains,
U.S. Pattons and many different
types of Soviet tanks and armored
personnel carriers. The tank com-
pany is run by the Israeli Army.
Senior management positions are
held by Army officers, and the
workers are civilians. The Army
Director reports to the Chief of
Logistics, who is on the Ministry of
Defense Staff. He decides how
many tanks will be produced or
modified and what the plant’s bud-
get will be.

A new technique the plant is
using is robotic arc welding. Ac-
cording to a plant spokesman, no
other known tank facility in the
world is using this technique. The
plant has a high versatility machine
shop for armor. Its computer driv-
en cufting jigs are of German de-

sign. The plant runs all its tanks
through 20 to 30 miles of proving
ground before it releases the tanks
to armored units. The Merkava
Mark Il is an improvement over the
Mark I with new hydraulic shocks,
better wheels, new pins in the
tracks and stronger treads for
rocky countryside. The rubberized
tank wheels that the United States
uses will not perform in Israel more
than a few weeks; the terrain is too
rough.

Israel has been buying or trying
to buy new tanks for years. For
many reasons it was able to get
only secondhand types and up-
grade them. The Israelis have de-
veloped a unique method of repair-
ing and modifying captured enemy
tanks. Some of these modified ve-
hicles are used in Israeli units to-
day. Israel tackled the problem of
procuring a first line armor capabil-
ity in an effort to gain indepen-
dence from other tank producing
nations. Israel made a decision in
1970 to make its own tanks. It was
a critical decision, and it took Isra-
el nine years to make its first tank.
Even though it has independence
and it is producing the Merkava 1
and 1II, 16 percent of Israel’s tank
components come from the United
States. These components and ma-
terials include engines, transmis-
sions and a special forged steel
used for turrets and outer wall pro-
tection. To avoid any problems
with the import of strategic materi-
als, the Israelis have stockpiled a
very high level of spare engines and
special forged steel for future build-
ing. The cost of the Merkava I is
$1.5 million; the Merkava II costs
$1.8 million because the Merkava
11 has upgraded infrared capability,
night vision and better CBR protec-
tion. The Israelis claim that this
tank has better crew survivability
than any other tank in the world. It
has the engine in front, a unique
rear entry and exit for crew or
infantry passengers, a very small
frontal area and a very low silhou-
ette. The tank has no ammunition
in the turret; all the ammunition is
down below in the chassie. This
was designed to protect the crew
further from enemy hits on the tur-
ret. It is a heavy tank weighing 60
tons, and the Israelis admit that it is
underpowered and undergunned,
but they are working on that. Gen.
Warner suggested to the factory
manager that they adopt the 120
mm gun versus the 105 mm gun.
The Israelis indicated they are
planning to upgrade the gun and the
engine in the near future. Gen.
Warner also was told that the Israe-
lis were considering developing
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