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.S. Navy Takes First Steps Toward Worldwide Holocaust Programming

By Rabbi Arnold F Rocnicaff

Ed. Note: Rubhc Resnicoff &s a Chaplawn
in the U.S Nav. He was the Jeuish
Chaplain in Betrus immedsately fol

lowany, the Marne barracks bombing in
1983, and accompanied the President io
the Revijavik summit meeting in 1936,
Honored at a JINSA dunner in 1984,
Rubbi Resnicoff has been pursung «
goal of having the U.S. military services
educate their members about the Holo

caust

Following the direction of the Pres-
wdent and with the eacouragement of
the Secretary of Defense Caspar Wein-
berger, the United States Navy has
committed itself to remember the
Holocaust,

“Horror and Hope: Americans Re-
member the Holocaust" is a workbeok
and resource packet prepared by the
Navy's Chaplain Resource Board for

commands served by full-bme Jewish
chaplains,

The Program Commences

In 1984, following & visit 10 the chup-
lains of the US. Siath Fleel, then
USHMC Director Rabbi Seymour Sie-
pel suggested that the military come
“onboard.” Given the fact that the Pres-
ident was commander-wn-chief, he
reasoned, 1t made sense for the armed
forces to develop progeams similar 1o
those within the civilian sector, thereby
¢reating & truly national effort. Afler »
visit to the Sixth Fleet flagstup. where
we met, he deaded to rue the e
with the Depurtment of Detense

Secretary of Defense Weinberger re-
sponded {o the idea with a memotan-
dum o the heads of all hranches of the
miliun Especially mindtul of the fact
that 1t was our nation’s mulitary forces

truth.”

*Qur nation, and our military personnel, were among
those who liberated the death camps. We know the

the mure than cleven hundred Rabhis.
Prests. and Ministers serving as Navy
chaplains throughout the world These
study inaterials, which include atticles
by thealogians, readings for clusses on
cthics and morality, and prayers tor
ceremonies linked to the annual na-
tional “Davs of Remembrance for
Holocaust Vicums™ will support pro-
g7ams on ships and sttions around the

glo
National efforts (o remember the
Holocaust are not new. In 1980, the
Unued States Holocuust Memonal
Council |USHMC) was established by
law. lts responsibalities include support
of a0 annual, natonal commemoration,
and encouragement of local observ-
ances troughout the Unuted States.
But. although many states followed
the lead of the nation’s capital in es-
tablishing Holovuust Remembrance
Day cecemomes, military observanies
were often limited w the few scattered

winch first witnessed evidence of the
Holacaust. be directed thut muliary
commands begin to cansider ways to
remenmber the event  n o way which
would reuffirm our commitment to the
vatues for which we stan,

[n December of 1986, Navy Chief of
Chaplams (Rear Admirali John R.
McNamara spoke at the annual meet-
1ng of the USHMC  Sharing the Navy's
Holucuust project with those ws-
sembled, he made the pont that it was
especially appropnate for the military
t take 2 stand. [t was, he said. the
responsibility ot being a witness. As a
wimess to the Holocaust, the armed
forces now must accept the challenge to
bear witness to the evil that we refer to
a8 “Holocaust.”

The Need to Bear Wimess

It is tns tdea which the Admral
stresses in his opening letter in “Horror
and Hope™ “Alrcady some spread the
he that the Holocaust did not occur at

The Officers and
of JINSA
wish our members and friends
a happy and healthy
Passover Season

4l that 115 2 hoax of some s0n, that no
death camps or ovens or Cremutors
existed, that no special effort was made
to erae the Jewish presence from the
earth

“Our nation, and our militars pers-
onnel, were among those whe liberated
the death camps We know the trath
And now our country has reatfirmed its
commitment to remember the Holo
calst. o ensurc that it will mot be
forgouten. to yow that it will nar happen
sgain

Tn hus speech, Admiral McNamars, a
Roman Catholic Priest, noted another
reason for the military o make a spe-
cial effort to remember the Holocaust.
“The young men and women in the
oulitary,” he said, “make sacrifices and
fake tisks in 8 very special way, @
support the dreams of our nanon. It is
omelimes necessary (o remember the
nightmares, 1o remind ourselyes how
precious are the dreams "

The Project

When Chaplain McNamara ap-
proved the concept of 8 Holocaust
workbook. I was numed Pruject Edrtor.
From Newport, I worked with the statt
of the Chaplains Resource Board as
they began o collest and sift through
the hundreds of books 4nd zmcles they
would convider.

The problem was not that material
was unavailable to chuplains interested
n creating services or classes, On the
contrary, the prablem was that the ma-
tenal w25 overwhelming, Chaplairis did
not know where 1o sart when they
wanied to put together a program

What makes this resource packet
onique 15 the fact that the resources 1
one three-ring binder provide materials
for every concervable program A chap-
lain can use this packet to compose a
short prayer or n entre ery

wrile one serman ot lecture, ot 1 put
tgether a course of a mini-series of
courses tied together by theme.

*“Horror & Hope™

*Horor and Hope™ 1 divided 1nto
five secoons 11 Introducnion, 111 Pra-
gramming. 1L Education, 1y The
ology. and 1V Resources,

The nwroduction deals with defini-
tion> what the Holocaust was, and
what f was not It way nut, the m
troduction emphasizes, the terrors of
war in some abstract sense, or the
deaths of all those who fell vicum 1o
World War L It was “a scparate
war.. wmed not merely at kitling Jews.
but aise at dehumsmizing them i tife,
and degrading and denying their mem-
ory.in death.”

Using the report of the 1979 Pres:
dential Commmsion which led o the
extablishment of the USHMC, 1t quotes
Elie Wiesel in tus role as Chairman of
that commssion. defining the Holo-
caust as, “The systematic. bureaucrate
exterminaton of six million fews by the
Nazis and their cellaborators as a cen
tral act of state during the Second
‘World War, as night descended, mil-
Tions of other peoples were swept into
this net of death. . ™

Also included in Section | arc special
nutcs aboot the concept of resistance.
Acvording to this section, Nazi propa-
ganda spread the myth that Jews did
ot resist — us another “proof that Jews
lacked worth." Noting the many -
stances of heroism on the part of the
Jews, however, this section notes that
Such events arc only « small part of the
story:

“But physical resistance — Jewish
partisans, ghetto heroes — was only
one small part. For there was resistance
of another kind: a resstance of the

(€ont pg 61
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U.S. Navy Takes First Steps Toward Worldwide Holoc:

By Rabbi Arnold F Docnicaff

Fd. Note: Rabhx Resnicoff 1s a Chaplain
in the U Ny, He wuy the Jowish
Chaplain i Beirut immedhately fol-
ferwing the Marine barracks bombing in
1983, and uccompanied the Presdent 10
the Revkjavik summii meering in 1986
Honored ui a JINSA dinner in 1584,
Rubbt Resnicoff has been pursuing @
goal of having the US. mulitary serices
edicate their members about the Holo-
caust

Following the direction of the Pres.
ident and with the encouragement ot
the Secretary of Defense Caspar Wein
berger, the United States Navy has
committed itself 0 cememher the
Holocaust

‘Harror and Hope. Amencans Re
member the Holocaust™ 13 & workbook
and resource packet prepared by the
Navy's Chaplain Resource Boued tor

commands served by full-time Jewish
chapiains.

The Program Commences
1n 1984, followil visitto the vhap-
lams of the US Sixth Fleet, then
LSHMC Durcctor Rabbi Seymour Sie
gel suggested that the military came
“anbourd."” Given the fact that the Pres-
ident was commander-in-chief. he
Teasoned, it made sense tor the armed
forees to develop programs similar (o
those within the civilian sector, thereby
creating a truly natenal effort. After 2
Vit to the Sth Flect flagship, where
we met, he decided to raise the issue

with the Deparment of Defense
Seuretary of Defense Weinberger re-
sponded to the Wea with a memoran-
dum 1o the heads ot all branches of the
i tany Fspecally mindtul ot the fact
that f wus aur nation’s mibitary forces

truth.™

“Qur nation, and our military personnel, were among
those who liberated the death camps. We know the

the more than ¢leven hundred Rubh
Priests. and Minsters senving a
chaplainy throughout the world Thewe
study materials, which intlude articles
by theolugians, readings for clawes on
cthics and morality, and prayers for
ceremonies linked to the annual na-
tonal ‘Days of Remembrance for
Holocaust Victims™ will support pro-
grams on ships and stations around the
globe

Natonal efforts to remember the
Holocaust are not new In 1980, the
United States Holocaust Memonal
Council (USHMC} was established by
law. Its responsibilsties include support
af an aanual. national commemoration,
und encouragement of local observ-
ances throughout the Loited States.

But, stthough maay stales folowed
the lead of the nation’s capital 1n es-
tablishing Holocaust Remembrance
Duy ceremonies, military ohservarces
were often limited to the few scattered

~hich 1t wiessed evidence ot the
Holowwust, he direcied that mulitary
commands begin 1o consider ways 1
remember the event — in « way which
would reaftirm our commument to the
values for which we stand

Tn December of 1986. Navy Chiet of
Chaplains {(Rear Admirait John R
McNamara spoke at the annual meet
ing of the USHMC. Sharing the Navy's
Holocaust project with those as-
sembled. he mads the point that it way
evpreially appropriate for the military
o take a stand. it was, he sad, the
responsihulity uf beimg « witness As 4
witness to the Holocaust. the armed
forces now must accept the challenge to
beur witness to the evil that we refer to
as “Holocuust.”

The Need to Bear Witness

It e this dea which the Admral
stresses an his opening letter in “Horror
and Hope”: "“Already some spread the
e that the Holocaust did not occur at

The Officers

of JINSA
wish our members and friends
a happy and healthy
Passover Season

Ithe | d

ail, that 1tis « hoax of some sort, that ny
death camps or ovens ar crematoria
extsted, that no special effort was made
wcrase the Jewish presence from the
earth

*Our nation, and our military pers-
onmek, were among those whe liberated
the death camps. We know the trath.
And now our country has reaftirmed it
cummitment to remember the Molo-
cawst, (o ensure thet it will ral be
forgorten; ta vow that it will not happen
agam.”

In his specch, Admiral McNamars, a
Roman Catholic Priest, noted another
reasan for the military to make a spe-
il effort to remember the Holocaust,
“The young men and women 1 the
military,” he said, “make sacrifices and
take risks in a very spesial way. o
support the dreams of our natio, It is
sometimes necessary [o remember the
mighimares, t0 remind ourselves how
precious are the dreams.”

The Project

When Chaplain McNamara ap
proved the concept of @ Holocaust
sorkbuak, I was nemed Project Editor,
From Newport, L worked with the staff
of the Chaplains Resource Board as
they began to collect and sift through
the hundreds of books and articles they
would consider

The problem was not that material
was unavailable to chaplains interested
in creating scrvices or classes. On the
contrary, the problem was that the ma-
terial was overwhelming Chaplans did
not know where o start when they
wanted  put together a program

What makes this resource pachel
unique iy the fact that the resources in
one three-ring binder provide materials
for every concenvabic program. A chap
lain can usc thrs packet W compose a
short prayer of an entire service, to
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write one sermon or lecture, of 1o put
together a course or a mini-series of
courses tied together by theme

“Horrar & Hope”

“Horror and Hope™ i dovided into
five sections. 1 Inttoducton, (11 Pro
gramming, (1) Educavon. (1V. The-
ology. and (V1 Resources

The introduction deals with defini-
tons' what the Holovaust was, and
what it was not. It was not, the in-
troduction emphasizes, (he temrory of
war in some abstracl sense, or the
deathy of all those who fell victm to
World War 1l It was “a separate
war . amed not merely at killing Jews,
but also &t dehumanizing them in life,
and degrading and denying their mem-
ory, in death "

Using the report of the 1979 Presi-
denusl Commssion which ted 1o the
establishment of the USHMC. 1t quotes
Ehe Wiesel in his role as Chairman of
that commussion, defimng the Holo-
caust as, “The systematic. burcaucratic
extermination of sux mitlion fews by the
Nazis and their collaborators as a cen-
tral act uf sate during the Second
World War; 25 mght descended, mil-
lions of other peopies were swept 1t
this net of death,

Also included in Section [ are speciat
nutes abaut the concept of resistance
Accerding to this section, Nazs propa
ganda spread the myth that Jews did
not resist — as another “proof that Jews
lacked worth ™ Notng the muny -
stances of herolsm on the part ot the
Jews, howeser. this section notes that
such events are only a small part of the
story

"But physical resistance — Jewih
partisuns, ghetto heroes — was only
one small part For there was resistance
of another kind a resitance of the
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JINSA  The Jewish Institute for National
Security Affairs—is a unique organization
devoted to promoting peace through
increased strategic cooperation between
Israel and the U.S.

During the 1973 Yom Kippur war, Israel faced
21 ife-threatening impasse: without military
resupply from abroad, she could not defend
herself against Arab nations. At the time her
chiel ally, the U.S., was critically short of readi
ly available munitions. The resulting resupply
effort left the U.S. itself dangerously short of
urgently needed equipment.

The event jarred the Jewish community and
underscored the need to generate support
both for a strong U.S. defense effort and the
need for the U.S. to recognize that Israel isa
stralegic asset. Since there was no organiza
tion that could do this, JINSA was formed to
provide American Jews with a deeper
understanding of defense issues

Today JINSA informs the Jewish community of
the many security issues affecting the U.S.
and Israel and maintains communication with
the defense and foreign policy

SA

effective?

Just look at what key figures
say about JINSA:

JINSA plays an important part in America’s
long and rewarding friendship with Israel
its commitment to our policy of strategic
strength for both the United States and
Israel has contributed significantly to our
close working relationship with the Israeli

Government A Reagan

“I have had the opportunity to meet with
the JINSA leadership and to see JINSA in
action while | was Israeli Ambassador in
Washington and during my tenure as
Israel's Defense Minister. JINSA has con
tributed greatly to the very good strategic
relationship that exists between the U.S
and Israel by promoting exchange of views
on defense-related issues. | am grateful
for what JINSA has accomplished and
encourage you to help them continue this

€ o
important wor Moshe Arens

“JINSAhas won the respect of senior US
de o

in order to stress the strategic importance of
Israel

YYou are invited to join more than 15,000 JINSA
members who share the belief that knowledge
is strength and that a better understanding
between the people of two nations will result in
both becoming stronger.

Is for its candid,
and unemotional approach 1o issues that
impact on the security of the U.S. and Israel.
Your involvement in JINSA can directly con-
tribute to the strength of this critical relation-
ship and do much to ensure the continued
security of Israel and the U.S.”

LtGen
Devol Brett (Ret)
























Introduction to JINSA

JINSA is a non-profit, non-partisan educational organization
with a dual purpose: to irnform the American Jewish commumnity
of the vital necessity of a strong U.S. defense posture for
our szcurity here at home and for Israel's safety; and to educate
the American defenss commnity about. the key role Israel can and
does play in preserving Westem interests,

To these ends, we pukblish a monthly rnewsletter, "Security
Affairs", and hold meetings and seminars around the country.
We have had a series of intensive seminars at the Pentagon to
meet with the highest echelon of our security establishment.
Arinually, we take retired American Flag Officers to Israel to
spend time with the Israel Defense Forces and visit Israeli
military industries. We hold a series of monthly luncheon
meetings to keep abreast of current defense issues. In the past
few months we have had speakers on the subject of terrorism, the
invasion of Grenada and Central America.

Our 15,000 members represent broad political, economic and
social strata, but share a serious and informed concern for U.S.
security.

All of our activities are designed to increase awareness
among our conscitusnt groups of the relationship between the
security of Israel and the security cf the United States, and
the things we can and must do to preserve that security.
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New Technology and Biological Warfare

by Douglas 1. Feith

otz Mr. Feith is a former Depury
Assistani Secretary ufl)efense for Nego-
tutians Policy. He ieft the Penlagon w1
19&0 to.cpm the law firm of Feuth and

Y et noresthaa biologecal ugents
tie, lise organisms) and toxmns (L., ioxic
chemiculs produced by live orgunisms)
are similar in essennal respects, and they
will be referted (o collectively as BW.

The stunning advances over the fast
five o ten years 1n the field of biotech-
nology — the advances that have
brought inta common parlance such
terms as genetic engineering, recombi-
nant DNA techniques, monoclonal 2n-
tibodiey und Nulrasweet  mean more
than new toods, pharmaceuticals and
ferulizers. They mean new and better
brological weapens for sny country wil
hing to vialate what the US. govem-
ment stifl insists is an intermational
norm against the possession of such
weapons. New technology has exploded
the standard ideas aboul BW that pre-
vailed 10 or mare years ago
The Old Conventional Wisdom

Those old ideas can easily be sum-
marizcd. BW was thought to be a small
problem solved. It was thought small
because BW was judged miliarily in-

The technology that makes

possible “designer drugs™ also

makes possible designer

Biological Weapons. It is

possidle to synthesize BW

agents tailored to military
zations.

significant or, at most, of highly re
siricted” utility  Agents best sutted for
military use — those, for exzmple, like
snail or shellfish toxins, which dissemi-
nute well in effective concentrationy
and work guickly and somewhat con
trollably — could not be produced at-
fordably in large quantities Those that
could efficicntly be produced worked in
general less quickly and spread infec-
tious disease, with large attending risk
(o the attacker s well as the targel, BW
was decmed a strategic weapon and,
from a military point of vicw, far me-
ior 10 other — that is. nuclear — stra-
tegic weapons.

Lessening further BW's value wa
the difficulty of safely storing filled
munitions or bulk agent. The dangers of
BW storage were made graphic in 1979
when a leak or explosion at a Soviel
BW facility in Sverdiovsk caused the
release of large quantities of antheax
spores, resulting in many deaths. (The
afficial Suviel explanation has been
that the victims died from eating con-
taminated meat. This. however, doey
not jibe with the evidence. For example,
the military took charge of the cle.mup
operations, which were the kind re-

LI S S SIS R RERUIR WG ST s RECHLS, SIPE AT (81 KCTILRIC FCRIAIR, VERE BUUILS SULH &3 e,

Convention of 1972 (BWC), which
makes it illegal to “develop. produce,
stockpile or otherwise acquire or re-
tain™ or 1runsfer biological or toxin
agents or weapons. This prohibition, 1t
shouid be noted, does nat extend to very
small quantitics of agent. possession of
which is necessary for “prophylactic.
prutecuve, of ather peaceful. pur-
poses. ™ ft was obvious that a han on
uny yuantities could not be policed
cifectively, and, i any event, substan
tial siockpiles of agent were heheved to
e 4 prerequisite for an offensive BW
capability

The BWC came into being three
years after the Nigon admiomtralion
unilaterally destroyed all LS. BW
stocks, renounced future zcquisition of
BW and termmwated the US. BW pro-
gram. sparing only the facilities for BW
defense. This unilaeral US. action re-
flected the judgment that BW lacked
military usefulness. Under the circum
stances, it was not considered necessary
that the treaty afford the parties any
means of ascertaining each other's
compliance. Accordingly, the BWC -
cluded nn verification provisions. The
US. government reasoned that it had
rcady renounced BW unilaterally, so
there could be na harm in signing en
unverifiable ban.

Bio-Engineered BW
The BW picture hay been radically
altered by recent scientfic devel-
opments. It is now possible to synthe
wize BW agents tailored (o mulitary spec-
ifications. The technology that makes
possible so-called “designer drugs”
also makes possible designer BW.
States unconstrained by their Ireaty
obligations can now produce BW
agents of varying effects — different
types of fast-acting incapacitants as
well as lethal substances. Agents can be
developed for various climatic condi
tions. They can be mixed to complicate
ion, and their chemical struc-

quired for surfaces
coated by an infectious aerosol;, more-
over, the symptoms of many victims
indicated pulmonary anthrax, which re-
sults from inhaling, not eating.

The BW problem was thought solved
because over a hundred states, inclnd-
ing the major powers, have subscribed
to the Bivlogical and Toxin Weapons

ture can easily be altered to circumvent
immunogens or antigens that the ather
side is suspected 10 possess

The BW field favors offense over
defense. [t is 4 technologically simple
matter to produce new agents but s
problem to develop antidotes. New
agents can be produced in hours; anti-

dotes may take years. To gauge the
magnitude of the antidote problem,
consider the many years and millions of
dollars that have thus far been invested,
as yet withont success. in developing a
means of countering a single bological
agent autside the BW field — the AIDS
wirus Such an investment Far surpisses
the resources availuhle for BW defense

New technology can vicld BW agents
agamst which a state could immunze
its own forees. A state could. therefore,
employ BW without having to require
ali 1ts own trcops in the area to don
cumbersome protectise clothing, This
would enhance BW's military advan-
tage over chemical weapons, such as
nerve agent, against which no reliable
prophylaxis iv uvailuble

Yellow Rain

It has been haped hat the risk of
exposure would help deter BW use, for
such exposure might tngger special,
undesirable consequences. which, de-
pending on circumstances, could range
from the international community's
condemnation and possibly sanctions to
nuclear retaliation. New technology,
however, makes it easier to develop
BW agents that would defy identifica-
ton ufter use Their effects can be
symptoms of sndemic diseases. If it
cannot clearly be demonstrated that
BW has been used — if, for example,
the effects of the attack are attributable
to natural causes — the risks of BW use
diminish. And this concern is not just
hypothetical.

Evidence of many types and trom a
vanety of sources has estahlished that
the Sovicts and Iheir clients have, tn
Southesst Asia and Afghanistan, used
mycotoxin weapons banned by the
BWC. That

costs of BW use have proven altogether
manageable, indeed victually non-
existent.

Easy, Fast und Clean

Bio-engincered substances are now
produced around the world in large
quantities by various commercial ven-
tures. The production equipment,
though newly tnvented, is not very
“high tech.” The equipment can be
houscd in ¢ standard industrial or
manufacturing facility that offers no
distinctive sign of the kind of produc-
tion activity occurzing within,

An example: Recent discoveries in
mammalian cell culture make possible
the growth of mammahian cells on the
surface of minute beads, rather than on
the inner surface of roller bottles. The
beads provide the ideal environment for
the growth of viruses. One small bottle
Iy filled with beads can now yield
ies of product that previously
would have required much larger pro-
ducuon faciliies. This single technical
advance has effectively erased the dis-
tinction between s hinlasical waent

The Soviets h__ _.__.
appropriate lessons from the

controversy in the West about
Yellow Rain.

production plant and an wrdinary-look-
ing small scicntific laborator

The new type of biological produc-
tion equipment works fast. Substances
suitable for BW use can be synthesized
within hours — a day ar two &t most
Seed stock of BW agent — that is, test
tube guantities — can be fermented
into large production quantities in three
or four weeks. After a production run,
m: equipment, operating more of less

occur in nature in certain colder zuan
has, however, clouded the pioture and
made it casy for states to refuse (0 come
10 the unpleasant conclusion that BW
has been used and something should be
done about it. One must suppose

Soviets have drawn appropriate leszons
from the heated controversy in the
West about the natural occurrence the-
ory of Yellow Rain. They can hardly
have failed to observe that, at least in
part because of that controversy, the

g ovens do, destroys
uvnhm an hour or two whatever residuc
there is, thereby preventing contamina-
tion of the nexl production run and.
incidentally, making it impossible for
anyone 10 prove that a given substance
has been produced.
The Soviet BW Program

The Soviel Union evidently appre-
ciates the military opportunities created
by the biotechnological revolution of
recenl years, Though US policy re-
































