
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library
Digital Library Collections

This is a PDF of a folder from our textual collections.

Collection:  
Green, Max: Files, 1985-1988 

Folder Title:  
Jewish War Veterans of America (2 of 2)

Box: 32

To see more digitized collections visit: 
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material 

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library Inventories, visit: 
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories 

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov  

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-
support/citation-guide 

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/ 

Last Updated: 05/12/2025

https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://catalog.archives.gov/


WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Collection Name GREEN, MAX: FILES 

File Folder JEWISH WAR VETERANS OF AMERICA (2) 

Box Number 

Withdrawer 

MJD 10/3/2011 

FD/A 
F03-0020/06 

THOMAS 
7 

DOC DocType 
NO 

Document Description No of Doc Date Restrictions 
Pages 

1 FORM MILITARY PERSONNEL RECORD 

2 LETTER TO CONGRESS 

3 LETTER TO CONGRESS 

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)J 

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIAJ 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [{b){6) of the FOIAJ 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b){7) of the FOIA] 

1 

2 

2 

B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(S) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or ge,ophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIAJ 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 

ND B6 

ND B6 

ND B6 



. .,_. 

. ., 

·, 

r 

l 
'li • r~" 

·'? • . . ·.:. ;;,: 
• . • :·. ::::::· ••• •.• • • ... ,.1 

,,.}~;~i'' ' •• 
' .·!\ ' ~ . 

:-

.. 
•, l 

., 

: 
........ ...;_ -,. .. 

• I• 

'' ·:'ft 



TIBOR RUBIN 
A TRUE 

AMERICAN HERO 

The Jewish War Veterans of the USA is attempting to 
secure a waiver of the United States Statute of Limita­
tions so that a true American hero, Tibor Rubin, can 
receive The Congressional Medal of Honor for his 
acts of supreme bravery during the Korean conflict. 
We need your help! 

Born in Hungary in 1929, Tibor and his entire 
family were imprisoned by the Nazis during World 
War II. By 1945 only Tibor and his sister had sur­
vived. After fourteen months of internment they 
were liberated and Tibor found himself in New York 
City. He joined the U.S. Anny and inJuly of 1950, at 
the age of 21, was assigned to the 1st Cavalry Division 
in Korea. After being wounded for the second time, 
on November 2nd 1950, he and his company were 
taken prisoners by the Chinese, who turned them 
over to the North Koreans in Unsan, Korea. 

While a prisoner, although suffering from his own 
wounds, Tibor continually risked his own life by 
leaving his hut under cover of darkness to steal food 
and medical supplies so he could care for his fellow 
comrades. Survivors of the Korean POW camp 
report that he was personally responsible for saving 
the lives of some thirty-five to forty prisoners in 
Korea. 

In April of 1953, while recuperating from his 
second leg operation in North Korea, Tibor was part 
of the exchange of sick and critically wounded 
POWs. For many years, his fellow prisoners never 
knew what had happened to Tibor; most thought he 
had been executed for his undercover activities while 
in camp. This might actually have come to pass 
during the exchange of prisoners, had the North 
Koreans found the list of hundreds of names and 
addresses of fellow POWs he secreted in his leg cast 



when released to the American authorities. Although 
he subsequently became an American citi7.en, the 
acts of bravery performed by Tibor Rubin were for 
a country not yet his, but one whose freedom he 
felt a deep obligation to serve. 

Today Tibor lives in California, crippled from the 
wounds of war but proud to be an American and 
grateful for the freedom that the United States of 
America preserves. That these events happened 
thirty-five years ago does not diminish his acts of 
bravery. 

We 111'ge you to lend your support to the efforts 
oftheJewish War Veterans of the USA to help 
Tibor Rubin receive our nation's highest 
military award. Please indicate your support 
by completing the form below and returning 
it to the Jewish War Veterans of the USA in the 
envelope provided. 

"I endorse the goal of the Jewish War leterans of the 
Unfted States of America to lobby for the issuance 
of a Congressional Medal of Honor to Tibor Rubin, 
and! urge the United States Government to expedite 
this award." 

Signature 

Street 

City 

Date 

State Zip 

JEWISH WAR VETERANS 
of The United States of America 
1811 R Street N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20009 
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, . NEWS-RELEASE 
Jei11isl1 War Veter~iJ/liJ~,~~ 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

181 J R ~lrrc.-1, N.W., U,';i.~hlngton. l>.C 20009 

(202) 265-62HU 

0387067R1 

Contact: Pearl Laufer 

· (202)265-6280 

Goldwasser Urges Action· On Rubin Medal 

·Edwin Goldwasser, National Commander of the Jewish War Veterans of the 

USA, today urged members of Congress to support a bill which would award a 

Congressional Medal of Honor to Tibor Rubin. Hr. Rubin is a veteran of the 

Korean War and a member· of the Jewish Var Veterans. 

Tibor Rubin entered this country as a refugee only a few short years 

after being liberated from a Nazi concentration camp. He enlisted in the 

United States Army in February 1950, a mere 18 months after arriving in this 

country and before he had even attained his U.S. citizenship. His unit was 

captured in Unsan, North Korea by the Chinese Army in November of 1950. 'The 

Chinese turned him over to the North Koreans and he spent the next two and a 

half years in a prisoner of war camp. During hie captivity, he saved the 

lives of nearly forty of his fellow prisoners. He continually risked his life 

by stealing food and medical supplies for the other wounded soldiers. r He 

cleaned their wounds and lifted their spirits, despite the fact that he 

himself was suffering from debi~itating injuries. 

-more-



, 

0387067Rl 

Commander Goldwasser has asked that Congress waive the standard time 

limitations placed on receiving the medal, so that this brave man may receive 

his rightful honor. "I am asking that our members and everyone within the 

Jewish and Veterans communities lend their support to this cause,·· said 

Goldwasser. ''We must urge Congressmen to vote favorably on the bill which 

Representative Bob Dornan (R-CA) hopes to reintroduce in this session." 

The Jewish War Veterans of the USA, the nation's oldest active veterans 

organization, adopted a resolution concerning Tibor Rubin at their National 

Convention in Hawaii last year. 

-30-
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AMERICAN' 
·EX~l='RISONERS OF WAR 
DE~Al=ITM_EN~. Q.~ .. J;:A~IFC~N~.A 

p.. I_, ;,,', 
v-

-◄ p..u. 

14 Clara AvE~nue Sout~ San Francisco, CA 94080 

TIBOR RUBIN • RECOMMENDATION FOR THE CONGRESSIONAL MEDAL OF HONOR 

WHEREAS, Tibor Rubin as a young man suffered through the Holocaust during 
World War II as a prisoner of the Nazis, and 

WHEREAS, After hi!; re lease from the death camps, he emigrated to the United 
States, \fhere upon he enlisted in the U. S. Army, a~d 

WHEREAS, As a member of 11 111 C01Bpany, 8th Cavalry Regiment,· 1st Cavalry Division, 
he was captured in Unsan, North Korea •Y the Chinese Array in Noveml&er, 
1950, and remained a prisoner of war for two and a half years, and 

WHEREAS, D..tring that captivity he saved the lives of 35 to 40 haerican G.I. 's 
•Y cleaning their wounds, keeping them werm, and stealing food to feed 
them at t:he risk of his own life, even though he, hi11self , had suffered 
grievous wounds: and while helping to save the lives of his fellow 
.American sodiers, he suffered indignities far beyond huDan comprehension 
at the hands of the North Koreans and ~inese, and 

WHEREAS, Ti'eor Rubin is now 56 years old and unable to work end is 100 percent 
disabled from wounds (head; chest, hand, and leg) and his years as a 
POW, and 

WHEREAS, This reco,maend.e.tion he.s aeen delayed 'eecause the aen who are alive tode.y, 
thanks to, Ti'eor Rubin, and who could attest to these feats of valor, 

j never knew if Ti•or Rubin left Korea alive and were not aware that he 
was exche.nged in April 1953, when the Chinese took the very sick, \.leak, 
and near dead G.I. 1 s and traded the•. for their own Chinese troops, and 

WHEREAS, A •ill, H.R. 3221, has ~en introduced in the House of Represen·tatives 
DY Congressman Ro'Dert K. Dornan (R Calif) to waive the time liaitations 
relating to the award of the Congressional--Medal of Honor to --Tibo_r Rubin 
for "distinguishing hiaself by acts of valor during the Korean War", 

NOw', THEREFORE, HE IT RESOLVED THAT: The Department of California, American Ex­
Prisoners of War (Chartered •y the Congress of the USA), in Executive 
Session on Saturday , the 15th day of March, 1986, goes on record to: 
l._ Recol!llllend, with greet pride., Tiaor RuDin for the highest 11ilitary 

honor our country can give • The Congressional Medal of Honor, and 
2. Urge p,assage of H.R. 3221, waiving the time liaitations relating 

to this award, and 



•. 
• --

,. 

3. Memorialize the National Directors and National Commander of the .. _ 
American Ex-Prisoners of War to convey thia resolution to the Congress· _ ~=--­
and 1:o the President of the United States of .America and petition 
for its adoption. 

ft-~/.~# 
GEORGE R. CHRISTOFF 
Col!\118.nder, Department of California 

13552 Loretta Dr 
Tustin, CA 92680 
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Dear Korean War Veteran 

-
C. A. ....... Collette 

&07 E. Timber J>r. 
Payson, ArlEGna 

85541 

We, the rorgott8n VPterans or tbe Korean War, (The Forgotten War) must 
unite. Our numbers are few compared to the Vet"rans of WW-2 and Viet­
nam. We don't eiven bave a National Monument in honor or our sacrifice. 

Some 5.7 million Americans at11rved 1n the Korean War. 64,246 died 
there, 105,284 c,r us were wounded there, 8,177 werf'J mi!sing in action 
and over 7,000 1Jere Prisoners or War. Of the P.O.W'.e, 51 percent of 
them died in a J>.o.w. camp and 389 P.0.W's are etill unaccounted ror. 

The intent or this letter and the enclosed 111emb"rship application 1! 
to ask TOU to 1e► 1n the Korean War Veterans Assoc. Pleal!!e r111 out the 
application and encl•:!!• ~our check ror $10.00 and mail t•: 

Korean War Veterans Assoc. Inc. 
Mr. William F. Bradley, Membership Chairman 
12 Sun! et Avenue 
Troy, We• York 12180 

Tber• are about 1300 .. aber• no. and our A•• e>c. was Cnarterej on June 
IP., lte.!• •• IUtld • ••orlal • leunSon ~ or a'bo-.t the 2&, 27, an1 
••~b. er ~u1,. Al Ar11ncton, Y1rs1n1a. Plea8e try to atte~. 

Ir your already a ■ember, aake copies or this l~tter and aend them to 
your Korean War buddies. 

I eerved with the 5th. R.C.T., 24th. Inf. Div. from June 1951 to ~6 ~ 
1952. 

Yours in Comradeship & Patriotism; 

\b~ 
C.A. Bud Collette 
Charter Member K.W.V.A. 
Former M/Sgt. Infantry, U.S. Army. 
Rational Aide de Camp of Arizona 
for the Military Order or the Purple 
Hea!"t. 

T 



Jewish 
War 
Veterans of the USA 

l;t/4m,,,9'~ 
Aw.1MOf(Jomnuvul,er 

~~ 
to'tt fn' Jt.rro, _ -1 .W. 
~. (l).8. 200Q9 
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May 7, 1982 

Mr .. Tibor Rubin 
5442 Marietta Avenue 
Garden Grove, CA 92645 

Dear Mr. Rubin: 

Thank you for your letter and the 
en.closures. I appreciate your taking 
the time to write to me. 

I am forwarding the materials to my 
close _friend, Congressman Patterson, 
who will follow up on your request. 

Best personal regards, 

Tenn Lantos 
MEmiber of Congress 
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~ . ~ , - . 
·• -• I am writing tc> inquire about the possibility of awarding the • 

Congr~ssional Medal of Honor, or other high decoration, to Mr. 
Tiber Rubin,·who served as~ corporal during the Korean War. 
Mr. Rubin distinguished himself while a Prisoner of Far, by 
unselfishly-caring for his fellow prisoners and saving many ... -.. 

:·.!:· - of their liv·es .. . .. ,_ . . .. .. . ..... _ . _. ___ ... _. ::,:_cc• ~~--.:.. ~;:_~; . :; . 
Mr. Rubin, a Hungarian refugee 11 was in a Nazi prison camp £01 
14 m·onths during World War IL After his release he came to 
the United States and 15 months after his arrival enlisted in 

., . ...;.: 

the Army for the Korean War.. Afte~ being wour~ded lfov.:-·mber 2-, 1950, 
he was captured and spent the next 30 months in p-rison c ?:UJ.ps. 

~ile imprisoneid in Korea, Rubin obtained the names and ad~res...-,e·s 
of nearl~.500 other prisoners. •He hid the list under the cast of 

.. his injured les:. When he returned to this count:ry he wrot:e ·letters 
.~--,.----· .. • ~o al_l t~e farnj_lies of these men, givini many of. t~em their fiTst 
.• _ ... •• ..... 1nformat1on of the wh~reabouts and physical condition of the 

captured Americ:ans. 

I am enclosing notarized statements from some of the men who were 
imprisoned along with·Mr. Rubin irl North Korea. These statements 
validate the cl.aim that Mr. Rubin was solely respons_ible for the 
safeguard of hj_s fellow prisoners. • 

I hope t~at thei United States can find a way to formally thank Mr. 
Rubin for his devotion to his comrades. Please let me know the 
protedure for nominating an individual for the Congressional Medal 
of Honor. If this dee.oration is not appropriate in your estimation, 
I would appreciate your recommendation as t.o how we can honor this 
man. Thank you in advance-, 

-~-: Joi. L1CN7&AIF1TJ.;f} 

·.TMP/;nl • F.nr1n,cm<,•~c: 

a 



American Ex-Pr~ooers of War 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA CHAPTER NO. I 
P.0.BOXl482 ORANGE,CA.92668 

February 4. 198.3 

Tne President of the United States 
The W'hite House 
Wast.ingto~, D.C. 

Mr. President, 

Mr. Tibor Rubin, a member of our organiza~ion, is highly 
recommended for award of the Congressional Medal of Eonor. He has 
clearly disting-i..1ished himself conspicuously by g&.llantry and uncom­
mon valor at, the personal, extraordinari risk of ~is own life above 
and beyond the call of duty while a prisoner of war of the Chinese 
and North Kore~ns during the Ko~ea.n conflict. Ee placed his life 
on the line, not on one occasion, but contin~ously to come to the 
aid and assistance-of his fellow prisoners of war. His daily medi­
cal as~ista.nce, encouragement to live and forays among the enemy to 
find life s~i,:ing food w&.s done in full lmowledge that his own life 
could be terminated abruptly by the enemy. ,. 

Mr. Tibor Rubin !'allowed the Code of Conduct ror Members 
or the United st.ates Armed Forces in an e.xemplarary manner especi­
ally Article III, "If I am c:a.ptured I will continue to resist by 
all means possilJle ••. " and Article IV, "If.I become a prisoner of 
war~ I will keep faith ~ith my fellow prisoners .•• " Ee carried out 
the motto of th,~ American Ex-Prisoners of W&r, Inc.,· "Not By Arms 
Alone," in helping his fellow prisoners ·of war to survive. 

We aJre proud of'· Mr. Bu.bin's wartime achievements~ but 
.we also recognize his curr~nt activities of today in the community 
where his unselfish giving -of himself to help others continues as 
a way of life. He has come a long way from r..is birth in Hungary 
to his status today as a naturalized American citizen. 

It is our honor to recommend Mr. Tibor Ru.bin for the 
highest decoration conferred by the United States -- the CongresJ• 
ional Medal of Honor. It would recognize his heroism ag&.inst an 
enemy and a g:-ateful country's thank you. 

• 

R&apectfully. 

~L-~ 
Roy E. Guy 
Colonel USAF (ret) 
Commander 

r 



AMERICAN 
EX·PRl,SONERS OF WAR, INC. 
DEPART~~ENT OF CALIFORNIA 

" 
..; .. 

President Ronald Reagu 
!he White Hwse 
Waalli.ngtoa., n.c. 20006 

Dear Praeident Reagai:u 

r-
__. 

pL -fL ,. ,_..,, ,.. 
Febnar,r Z3, 1983 

,... 

I - writing on behalf' of the Allerican Ex-Prisoner of War Souther• Califernia 
Caapter No. l and thi~ir :ramber, Mr. '?ibor Rubin. •. 

• 
I do not know Ml:-. HUbia., JaoveTer., I Ju.Te etudied all tae data anilable and 

it he been rmewed by Lt. Cal. Ret. Cltarles L. Pecldlat.., a member of our Board 
of Directars and tll.e loreal\ P.o.w. Coordinatt>r. Col. Peckzara vas a P.o.w. in 
Norta Korea fer tairty-: tllree :raontha. 

• The greate■t tri.bute a tai.li tar,.- Ill&ll cu rece1Te ie to be reepected b7 his 
fellow f'ighting men. No one k:lwvs better tha.n those with the indindual ju■t )am, 
braTe he was and it ite has earned the deceration !er wll:ich he ia being recam.raended. 

In ccnbat, a mm -can do one a.ct or bra.Tery whicn will gain llim tlle Ccmgr@esional 
Medal er Moner., it may only last a few seconds. Accordil!i to the eTiden.ce and 
material airaila.ble, Mr. Tibor lm.bin cam:i.tted man,- acts of braTery during the er-1tire 
period ae vas a priao.ner., acts whic11 kept raan,- ot :his fellow priacm.ere all Te. As 
you lcnov Mr. Prel!!ident., the deat1't. rate in the Korean P.o.w. Camps wa.s tile ldgheet 
ia tae history ot the United States A.rrq per capita., eTen exceeding that of the 
C1Til War. • 

'?he trea tllen t of I ore-n P .o .. W .s by the Deparbne?lt of A:f!V when they returned 
te tlds country was d:1.8graceful. It is a disgrace that a.any in tke Department or 
Ar,q would like t• foirget, ,-et there has never in tte history or warfare have there 
been a braver group e:r men than these who surviTed three years or :mal-mitrition 
and aal-trea tZten t by it.he c amauni~ts. 

• 
There is iio quee1;ion that Mr. 'l'ibor Rubin earned the honor for wb.ida l:le ia 

being reccnm.ellded. Wet ask your support to insure that this braTe soldier and 
American is recognized for the gallant ?IWUler in which he served hi& country under· 
the 111.ost di fti.cu lt coridi tioru,. • , . _-.;_ . 

'•· 

-Z:£.#~· 
Robert E. Sparlca 
Camander . 
Depart.Dent' or California 
.Aaerican Ex- Priso11ers of War 
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American Ex-Prisoners of War, Inc. 

June 24, 1983 

CONGRESSIONALLY CHARTERED 
NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 

2306 WILMER DR. • GRAND PRAIRIE, TX 75051 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20006 

Dear President Reagan: 

As national Commander, American Ex-Prisoners of War, a Con­
gressionally chartered service organization, I request, Sir, 
that you look favorably upon Mr. Tibor Rubin an a candidate 
for our nation's highest award for military service, the 
Congressional Medal of Honor. It is a request I do not make 
lightly. 

Our organization takes great pride and is honored by having 
Tiboi's name on its membership roster. He is a person who 
accepts his responsibilities as a citizen of our country -­
yes -- and goes far beyond expectations never failing either 
his country or fellow man. 

It is heartwarming to know a person like Tibor has become one 
of our country's citizens by choice and not in name only but 
by enlisting in our military, ready to make the supreme sacri­
fice for a country he loves so much he chose it for his own. 

During the Korean conflict and while held captive by the 
enemy he again "put his life on the line 11 by giving aid and 
comfort t"o his fellow combatants even while ·suffering great 
mental and physical hardships himself. These unselfish acts 
were witnessed by many and some of their eyewitness accounts 
of his acts of bravery are part of this request for your 
consideration. 

\ Though I personally did not serve with Tibor, there is no 
doubt in my mind that the accounts of his actions by those 
who bore witness to them or were recipients of his caring 
are accurate and, my endorsement of him as a candidate for 
the Medal of Honor is made without reservation but rather 
with a great measure of pride. 

Sincerely, 

~~~,F~ 
Charles F. Miller 
National Commander 

WE EXIST TO HELP THE MAN WHO CANNOT HELP HIMSELF. 



President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

June 26, 1983 

. This letter is for the purpose of recommending Tibor 
Rubin, a disabled Purple Heart veteran for the Congressional 
Medal of Honor. 

From my knowledge of Mr. Rubin and from the information 
I have studied, Mr~- Rubin has demonstrated a zealous dedication 
to duty, honor and country and has distinguished himself. in 
many ways. 

His military record indicates that this Hungarian refugee, 
an American Army Corporal, spent forty-four months as a ·prisoner 
of war in Korea. While suffering -indfgni ti.es- beyond human 
comprehension, he nevertheless at the risk of his own life 
continuously assisted his fellow prisoners. He daily attended 
wounded G.I.'s by cleansing their wounds thus arresting 
infections. In addition, he fed his comrades who were physically 
incapaci ta t(:?d. 

He jeopardized his own life with his help. When food for 
the prisoners was scarce, Mr. Rubin rl::!portedly stole food from 
the North Koreans, a death sentence if ciught. 

As a prisoner, he collected· the names and address_es of 
nearly five hundred other prisoners and smuggled the list out 
in a leg cast when he was released. Had this l~st been discovered, 
his own release and his life would have been imperiled. 

This and other documentation attached adds up to a 
conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity above and beyond the call 
of duty. 

It is commendable that on h1s return from prisoner of war 
camp Mr. Tibor Rubin made the United States his homeland by 
becoming an American citizen. 

As a veteran myself twice-wounded and left disableq ·since 
World War II, I can appreciate what Mr. Rubin, now disabled 
himself, sacrificed for his.adopted country. 

Mr. President, I know you are compassionate and a loyal 
friend of veterans. I pray, sir, that you will recognize Mr. 
Rubin and honor him for his devotion to his comrades by 
recommending him for the Congressional Medal of Honor. 

~.LC~ 
tt:o 

Department Commander 
Past National Commander, Military 
Order of the Purpl·e Heart 
12200 Montecito Rd. D-302 
Seal Beach. CA 90740 

r 
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Stanley N. Zwalk 
,._/\TIQOi/\L CC)i.11.!A""~ 

Preside_nt Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20006 

.. 
Dear Mr. President: 

lrw{I~ •ar Wrurau of tfJr Enfttb &tstrs nf Amrrtru 
1712 Jfrw Jf1mp1~lrr A11ra11r. ff.I' •u~fngt1Jn. I.ct. ZDDD9 

07~~nl0Nl 

Juiy 25, 1983 

As National Cor.rn1ander of the Jewish War Veterans of the U.S.A. it gives me pleasure 
to reconnend, ali:mg with his canrades and other veterans organizations, Mr. Tibor 
Rubin for the C01,;rttss1ona1 Medal of Honor. 

' 
Mr. Rubin d1stin11u1shed himself above and beyond the call of duty, as a prisoner 
of war of the en,:!m.Y in the Korean conflict. His heroism and selflessness. as 
portrayed in aff1fdavfts from his fellow prisoners, attests to··this man's courage 
1n the face of the enemy. . . ' 
The awarding of the C~ngressiona1 Medal of Honor, the highest decoration that is 
conferred by our nation, wou1d be1atedly recognfze that we honor those who come 
to the aid of thet1r comrades and country, not only on the battlefield but also 
in prison camps. We believe that this award to Hr. Tibor Rubin is long overdue. 

bee: Mr. Tibor Rubin r 

e 
.• 

-
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The President 
The White House 
Washington, DC 

Sir: 

Korean Prisoner of War Association, Inc. 
.. July 1950-Sept. 1953 

4801 Goldfield tt163, San Antonio, Tx. 78218 

August 22, 1983 

As you·know, 1-1'.r. President, the greatest tribute a military man can receive is to be 
• respected by his fellow i'ighting men. In combat, a.man can do one act· of bravery which 
may last but seconds and-thereby gain for hircself the Congressional Medal of Honer. 
Corporal Tib:>r Rubin selflessly made countless acts of bravery during col::lbat and all . 
through his subsistence as a prisoner of war in Korea .. Statistics have shown t~e death 
rate in Korean POW camps "Was the highest in t!!e history. of-'!:,he United States Army per 
capita, exceer'...ing even that of the Civil War. Treatment of Korean ex-POWs· who con­
sisted mainly of Army _ground troops has been totally inequit3.ble in comparison with 
other similar groups. Never in the history of':'warfare has there been a braver group of 
men than those who survived three years.of malnutrition and maltreatment by the 
Coll!II!uriists. 

•rt is therefore on the particular behalf or" Cpl. Tibor.Rubin that I write. I -was a 
Sergeant in "I" Company, .8th Cavalry Regiment in Korea when first I met Cpl. Rubin, 
who had cone as a replacement after his release from a hospital L--i Japan. 

Although his leg was not completely healed, Tibor went about his eve:rydav chores, 
always helping others who needed a b:>ost, .. never concerned for· his own hetlth or safety. 
¥.any times the First Sergeant and I Wru""D.ed him to be more cautious since the enemy was 
out front or us, but when a cry,for_he1-p was heard, Tibor managed to be among those 
first on the scene. ·- I le~'"!led he .is of Hungarian Jewi.sh descent and was confined, 
as scarcely more than a child, in a concentration camp by the F.itler regime during 
w1'7 II. After his relt3a.Se he migrated to the US and a few months later joined the US 
Pu-my and was shipped to South Korea. He later became a UnitesJ.,States citizen. 

A few days prior to capture and again on the second day after capture, I again met Rubin 
on the march up to Camp 5, comparable to if not worse than the infamous Bataan Death 
March, from my own experiance and written accounts and information furnished by Bataan 
participants. During the march, Tibor and Father mil Kapaun, Catholic Ch~plain, 3d Bn., 
8th Cav (who died in Prison Camp),. although both had been wounded, carried stretchers and 
assisted others wilo could barely walk •. At rest brea.lrn, and at the risk of being shot, 
ooth Father Kapaun and Tibor went up and dm,m the colUJ.:711, giving consolation and hope, 
and pleaaed with the men to contLrme the march. Our experience had already shown that 
when the colum.."l resumE~d its march, any among us who lagged too far back did so at great 
risk. Shots -Jere heard· and laggers were never seen again. 

After we arrived at our destination. Cpl. Rubin was noted running from roou1 to room, 
helping feed fellow POWs too wea..1<: to help themselves. He consoled them, urged them-­
really n:ade them--fight to live that they could retl.L.-ri home. Many fellow POWs who 
returned to Military Control can be very thar .... \ful Tioor w-as there. He helped so many, 
rr..a_'lci.ng them eat ar.d geitting them to w-a.lk a....""Ound. The temperature during the first winter 



., 

The President, The \whitta lbusL 

. . . 

August 22, 1983 

(1950-1951) tell down t() 35-40 degrees belov zero, and ve vere still in summer l.al.iform 
when captured. Tibor. also at risk of belni shot, stole food from the Koreans for the 
.re.st physica.lly-detertorating men, of'tan DCJt eating his own meager ration to help those 

.lilhom he-felt needed it more. 

I was then sent to a seri~eants reactionary camp and lost track of Cpl. Rubin until we 
were re1.JI1ited._at a conv,~tion in I.as Vagas in July 1980. To my lmowledge, Cpl. Rubin 
ar.1 I are the only t..ro ma:::bers of "I" Co!I!p!illy, 8th Cav of the ~oup tr.at were captured 
that are alive today. ! 

Tilx>r Rubin was and sti.11 is a great inspiration to all who coc:e in contact with h.irn. 
He is a g=eat credit to the m~ Forces, and I feel, \,,ould ba.ve made a. great career 
man. There is no question tha.t Cpl. Rubin earned the honor for which he is being 
recommended.· I ask you:r support to ensure that this brave soldier a."ld A.:nerican is 
recogrJ.z;ed for the gallant aia.'l!ler in which. he served his country and his fellowmen 
under the IIK>st difficult and dangerous conditions. 

I have the honor to remain, 

President 
Korea.~ Prisoner of War Associatic~. Inc. 
(!-I/Sgt, US Arny. Retired.) 

~ ;.~ 
~us~ FIEP.MANi 

Pfotary Pt:blic. State of Texas 
t~,v rommissian &piie~ 9-30-84 

r 
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Association of EX-P.O.W of the Korean War, Inc . 
4801 Goldfieldn 163 

.. , •• - ,_;.1_·1 '.'. ·. • .. 
--~~ .... ,JI-'\,•:• 

- :,; rtsi:-~ ·:. ~': .. 
~ ~- ... ifii· 'f. ;-~ • •. '. 

~~; ~-'~~; H~norsble Bob :Dornan /fiff~~\ ... United States Hous1e of Representatives 
.··:"'.,l'.,•~ri :~ • 301 Cannon Building 

San Antonio, Tx. 78218 
.June 3, 1985 

)''•-:;~·::; '· ·washington D C '20515 • 

~~ii;;1r,:t}t1~ : -.:.- ~:.. .t/ :: :--:-:-. ~ .' .. - :- .. -- - -c-: ; --
.... ~•· • t ... ~•~; - f .• . .. • r ~ ... ,~•·· • .·::.···· ..... ~~!.. .... •"!. 

--:·~~\_;·~~;?•:·-•:_:~{\!J~:~~-:~/ .. ~r.···J.· Brie~e, ·Pre~ident·-.~~ the Association of Ex-P.O.W. or the \\,i;::~~-~ 
.. - '".·.-. r Korean \Jar, Inc., a n6n-prof'it organizoticn chartered in the State of IowD. I 

·.-~ ·.~;.,..;,.: .. : . .'am also a member of the committee to assist in the purpose of attaining for 
.• •• : ~-. -~ Mr. Tibor Rubin th,~ Congressional Medal of Honor award for his wiselfish and 

,;_~,-)~~-~ .heroic acts above and beyond the call of duty prior to and during his thirty 
'.::Y·.-'~! ~t :_,- month~ as a prisorn~r of -war. . . 

... ~,, r ,.. rt -,r, •• • • • • • • 
:~. ;,. ·.r_~· r·. _ .. :-.~ • 

;t'~-::,t~>l>~:'~- ·-I lilas PFC Rub:ln's Sergeant in Co. I., 8th Regt., 1st Cavalry Division in Korea. 
J:~:~:/:~I:- ,: ]le arrived there in August 1950., was -wounded, -went to the hospital in Japan and 

: Jf-:'/1(;.·returned to the un:Lt when released from the hospital • 
• -~-~~·:7,::;-Ji ~-~··. · ·:._ 
-:,; ·!-<;."P_k::~-··-.. With careless regard for his own safety., Tibor Rubin selflessly tended wounded 

, '."',-· •• ;._·~f] ,··persons during the heat of battle wheft-f¼O_J!Jedical personnel were around., most often 
-:?'1~<~.-- alongside Father F.mil Kapaun. Tibor also gave moral support to young fellow 

. . Jf.':.::_j;.~~-. . ;soldiers., many of ,1hom -without Tiber's help most likely -would not have survived. 
: ~f...-r •..,/!; .. :i;!<..:. ·'· .. • . . ~ . . • . 
.:~;\ .;~-----~-- • Father Kapauni, chaplain of our unit, known as the Chaplain of Korea, had two 
:>A,-F-'· ,;.: . . jeeps shot from under him but still was right there to help the sick and -wounded. 

:·~~.:-J!Bljf•:; He died in prison c:amp in 1951 as a result of untreated gangrene in his leg, the 
·-~~~~~~-same type -wound suffered by Tibor Rubin. To this day Mr. Rubin has had continuing 
; J,'""\J '•lS,·•·: -=.... • • • • • ·~ c;."·~·.?·: problems -with his leg which has never completely healed. 

:J~\~i~t ··= ,. As a ~~mbat pilot on numerous missions in Vietnam~- you would certainly recog-

•• ,f 
If.• •• 

'-; :: • ."nize extraordinary bravery when you see ..it. and it is for this reason we ask you_r_ -~ _ --~-:--
help. ~ 

• - - --:-·• :·... -·· .. -· 
::::,-.---
_.; _ . ·.•·,~ It is my sinceire belief that Mr. Rubin should receive the belated tribute due 
'{ . ._-:.:\-:: him, as evidenced by the other letters you have received from l-lr. Eli t to, chairman 
~-;·:.-··,':-;;( ·or our_comrnittee, t.o attain this long overdue award of honor. 

•' • This country bas long helped and praised many persons of foreign countries. I 
feel there are many persons· here also that deserve that s~me respect and honorable 
recognition, and Mr. Rubin is one that deserves such. Even after capture he gave 
unstintingly of himself to bolster morale of youne hopeloss POWs on the verge of 
giving up·and shared his meager ration, that some lived and returned home. Many 
have written testimonials.they would not be alive today were it not that Tibor Rubin 
showed that he cared . 

• :-.~ ... __. 
-:~:- _ ... 

-----:-. 

.. 



............. 

.. : :'- The Hon. Bob Dornan -2-
. ' • ~;'": .: 

. .,..;,,;::;.:.,· -.~ ,;,_ . The understandllng in the Military was that an individual had to have been . 
_ .': :, ;. : :, recommended by an officer for a medal. As in the case of prisoners of other wars, 
:,.-; : ~:t-'-: we came home, in 1953 anxious to forget what had happened, retreated into our own 

_;~~:_-:~_; }•hells, and lost track of one another. Although I have worked on my own for ten 
~_;~::~.'.;.:years with no help from the Federal 9overnment to locate all former POWs of Korea 
.; :.::;._\;: .. ::and now have 1,800 names with confinned addresses, I thought Tibor Rubin was dead 
··i ·,•i;f,A ..-: and only found him :ln 1980 through the American Ex-Prisoner of War organization 

•• 1 1 . -·- ~, •·.J, • •c ·ti es. . . .. • 
.• _..,. :·~ .: ... -·-

. . ..... 
. We have long and persistently attempted to have Mr. Rubin awarded this honor 

•:•,:.:...:.but vere told the mt:1tter would have to have been tendered within a specific time . h 

•, • • • .-:period and that the time limit for this award was expired. This is not a valid :_-
'.· .• . : ··reason as. evidenced by the. following. . -~ ·: _ .' • · . . ,. __ ..;._: :·-

. _--.:_ __ . -,,·:~,.::;:-~~~ . . - .,.., . . .. ;.,· 
. .-·· President .C~rteir in 1980 aw~rded the medal to two- !'armer WW II POW::;: 

·3 
• .j, .. . .t-'"•...-;-- • ..... • .. • •• ~. 
•. : .:. ~~·.,·.- ·.. • Lt. Col. Matt Urban • 

_ .-:, : : and to Anthony Cass~ento 
36 years after the fact; 
37 years after the fact . 

,, 

. "?•!:·-"~·~-~-: . . . • 

.''.-,f--'·./Thirty-two years agc1 prisoners of war were released in Korea--five years "less than 
.. . ... •~~:;-_;-:,time elapsed when the two cited awards were made. -----
•. :·:-.~!•.~. • •.•. ~ . 
.. . _; - . ~~~-. :-. ."'· . 
·' ~.-::;·,. -'-='...:.,: Knowing Mr. Rubin as I do, I am fimly convinced that were the situation 

-~. r~,; ·:,.:·reversed and you needed his help, in his totally W1selfish way he would go the 
:·•-:-,,i;.: ;y_ last mile and strive: to his utmost to have justice done for you. 

:_ :-.;t·~· i:'. ~.- ~ ·.... . ,· •• ··--

-·~ -: :--~~~~~~-·.: ·,-~_.'In-that ·spiritJ Mr. Dor~an., • and ~fill" your knowledge of the l-lilitary which has 
• /.. :~•.·\··-.::shown justice is not always meted out equally, we solicit your help/support/ 
?"·~·:·,\· ,·., • sponsorship in a Congressional vole to award the justly deserved Congressional 

• • • · Medel of Honor to Ti.bor Rubin. It would be a very sad state of affairs should this 
. · ';:~.; • matter continue to clrag on and perhaps· result one day in a posthum~us award of the 

:.~~'t:-r<~~e_dal. : : .. ·.::· 
- : ·,: : .. "'"·'" :""¥;, ,. '\ . ' ..... - . ·•-; - -

:; ... ·-~··.: -·· We would most ~;incerely welcome y~ur early reply, hopefully with the good news .... 
~:·• you will help us either to deliver the papers to the President or have e bill intro-

duced to honor l-lr. Rubin with this award. 
' . . 

• , 
I . 

_.,. .1.. • • - .. • .. ,. .. • 

~--· •• ::----~--- •• ·-,- Thank you for your time. We would very deeply appr~ciate the direction of your • -.7-. { 

_::-_..:.:.•·.-- • energies to see this action through. 
• •. ::- • . .. . . . - . "~. - . ; .. · .· . 
• , •• _:r: _. ·.-,. · May God bless B,nd preserve you and your r amily and favor your e·fforts in Congress . 

.. 
--

. ~- .. 
Very_ truly_ yours, 

CfE~jf~· 
President 
M/Sgt, US Army Ret. 

this 3rd day of June, 1985. 

, .. 

County of Bexar 
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ARMED SERVICES CO .... MITTEE 

HOUSE "'OMINISTRATIDN 
COMMITTEE 

REPUBLICAN STUDY 

COMMITTEE 

REPUBLICAN POLICY 

COMMITTEE 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

NATIONAL FIEPUBLIC"'N 

CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEE 

November 14, 1985 

etongrt~~ of tbc Wniteb ~tatc~ 
J,ouse of 3lepresentatibes 

ROBERT E. BADHAM 
40TH DISTRICT. CALIFORNIA 

Mr. Clarence A. Collette 
507 East Timber Drive 
Payson, AZ 85541 

Dear Mr. Collette : 

• WA9HINQTON CllP'P1Cat 

zua RA-NH-• O...C11 lluoUM ... 
w ...... ._.._, D.C. ZOSIS 

(ZOZ) UJ-18 I I 

DIST"ICT Or-P'lCII: 

180 Nirwro111.T CICHT'IUI D1t1V& 

SulT~ 240 

N~T BCACH. CALll"OtllNIA 92&SQ 

(714) 844-4040 

Thank you for your correspondence in regard to the awarding of the 
Congressional Medal of Honor to Mr. Tibor Rubin. 

As a member of the House Armed Services Commit tee and a veteran myself, I, 
too, appreciate the sacrifices made by Mr. Rubin in the service of our 
country. I believe that his courage must be recognized. Thus, I am a 
cosponsor of H .. R. 3221 which would, if enacted, waive the time limitations 
relating to the award of the Congressional Medal of Honor to Mr. Rubin. H. R. 
3221 is currently pending action in the Subcommittee on Military Personnel and 
Compensation of' the House Armed Services Committee. You may be sure that I 
will work to ensure the passage of t&is legislation. 7· ) , I 

I appreiiate knowing of your concern about this matter. 
/ - ----- ·;. \,: 

Cor,9{ally ,._ ,/ • { , . 

I I -· ;, -----,, I i /[ ·1. ------/ r · ',/: " .... ..,.,-t .. -, ~ I
I _,,. ,· x\ •. - 11 ; 

_ _.. ; ·( ,,/ t l -Y -
/ Robert E. LBadham_. 
l Member of Congress 

REB:bc 

,. 



Onlnp Cawrt,,.... .._. 11 ,,._,, .-u, 1• I 

• Orar1ge County drive continues 
for ~ledal of Honor for Rubin 
8y II Natheneon 

llidwd R.obimo.; of tbe 72nd Di1trict. Co­
udlor of tbc raohuim WU St.Ill Seutor 
PuJ B. Carpenter of tbe 33rd .icnatorial 
dillrict. .• 

Members of' a aeaiorclau in European Hil-
tory at Loa AlamitOI Hip School in Onmsc After the resolution wu read, the 285 deJ. 
County h&ve acat a petition to Waahiqtoa pi. to the DAV CODYCDlion pve Rubin a 
urging passqi~ of HR-3221, a bill introdaccd atandina ovation. 
Jut Auguat bJ' Coq. Robert IC.. Dornan (R., 1be fact that official Waahington ia well 
Calif.) that wmlld waive time limitations and aware of Tibor Rubin came recently when 
all.:>w the Co11,graajonal. Modal of Honor to Y-ice President George H. Blllh invited Rubin 
be given to Tibor Rubin of Garden Grove for 10 be an honorary guest at a reception for 
acts of beroiHll durin& ~ ~ore.an Wu. Cont- Dornan on May 4 at the Dimeylaod 

More than !IO students tookthi.ncdon fol_.. Botd in Anaheim.· • • 
lowing a guest 1peaker appearance by Rubin later received• penonal note from 
Rubin on May 30 in which be told ofhia early Mr. and Mn. Dornan tbank:ina him for his 
life in £mope:, the lou of hi; family in the lbendance 
Hoiocawst anci bis experience u a prisoocr of Ea.rlier this ye!!!', !'.!!other l!!!.jor Yeterans 
war during tht: Korean conflict.. orpniz.ation went on record in support of the • 

'"During bu. 2~ yean u a P.O.W., Tibor medal for Rubin. 
met an imp0111ible 1ituation with deurm.ina-- The American Ex-Priaonen of War, 
tiou, valor and humor. He ia an inspiring per- Department of California, unanimously 
son. 1bc undc:niped repectfully uk you to paacd a raolution on Marcb 15 n:commend-
aupport HR-3221 10 that Tibor llubiD may OIi"· • • with sreat pride Tibor Rubin for the 
receive the honor be 10 deecrYeS," the 1tudenu highest military honor our contry call give, the 
wrote in thciir petition, which wu lelll· to Congreuional Medal of Honor ••• • and urs-
Coq. Lea Ai1pin. cbairmu of tbc SOUN ing PUI.IF of HR-3221. The recommenda-
Armcd Servio:a Commitlcc. . tion wu nsncd by Georac R. Chriatdf of 

The petitior1 wu only one of 1eVeral recent Tustin. commander of the Depanment of 
actiom take11 locally in aupport of a driw: to ·California. 
win for Rubii~ the eon,re.ional Modal of The resolution memorialiud the national 
Honor,thebit:hatmiliLUyhonorawardodbJ clincton and D&lional commander of the 
the U.S. aovenunenL Americ:uEx-PrllonenofWartoconYe)'the 

A Joint California State Resolution rccoa- documem to the Con,rca and to the Preai-
nwn1 Rubin·•· ..... bcroilm. while a priloDer c1aat of the United States aDd petition for iu 
in Korea" ancll applaaadiaf Im• ... unpanl- adoptioa. . . . . 
leled display of humanity in providin& the The reaolution noted that while a prisoner 
basic nccaaitii:a of life to Ilia fellow Amcricall ol tho ~ Army in ~ in 1950, Rubin 
GI'1 ... " wu preaented to Rubin on June 6 •...saved the lives of 35 to ~ American Gl'I 
during the 65th annual State of California byc:leaninatbeirwoundl,teepiqthemwarm 
Disabled Am1:rican Vetcrua COIM:ntion in adltealinsfoodtofecdtbemattheriatofhia 
Ontario, Calif. • own life e-YeD thoqh be him,e!f had lllffcrcd 

Rubin is 100 percent disabled and ii unable pievoua wounds;~ while helpinf lO a&Ye 
tc v.·crk, ~::=~it.:. ,~,;,~ hat:.: h=.S, ih: U-w--c. cf his f:l!o;;· ~..wjj ;i::!d:.-r., ~ 
chest, hand and ka and injuries received dur- suffered indipi.tiea far beyond human com-
ing his time u· a P.O.W. prehcnaion at thehandlofthe north I.oreana 

Prcscntatio11 of the resolution wu made by and Chinele ... " 
Bill Macie, aide ~~~~~mia Aaemblym __ ., ____ . _ ___ __9E!!!I_~~-on ~ ?!! 

More: Medal of Honor~ 
Continued from Paf/113 

A leader in the campaip to aet tbc Medal 
of Honor for Rubin is William T. Smith of 
Huntingto111 Beach,Cnmrnanderof'DAVPoat 
65 of Gardc:n Grove. Smith baa called for an 
all-out effort by Onnae County reaidcda lo 
aid the C&U:le. 

He told HEalTAOE thia WGCk: '"It only 00IU 
22 oenll to write a letter to Honorable Let 
Alpin, Chiairmaa, Houae Anoed Servicea 
Committee,. Wuhin&toa. DC 20515 and uk 
him and hi:1 committee to pua and support 
HR 3221, ~) that Tibor Rubm can rcocivebia 
Congrcuio1ul Medal of Honor. 

dent ~onald lleqaa, The White Ho111e, 
'"Ev,o .._," Smuin•~. "wrile ID r] 

Wubiqtoa DC 20006, and uk him to illue 
a Eucutiw Order awantin& tbc modal to 
Tibor Rubia.• 

The 56-year-old Hunpriaa-bora Rubin ii 
aot aayiq much oa bis own bebalf, but be 
matca it c:lcu' Iha& winnina tbc Coqrasiaaal 
Medal of Honor ii a peat deal mon than a 
,enonal matta'. 

•( would be the fant Jewiala p«IOD in the 
l:orean war who received it," lie told 
HUJTAOE. •1t would be a bCmeadOQI thina • 
for my people and my family.• 



Jewish War Veterans of the United States of America 
181 IR Street, N.W., Washingto~, D.C. 20009 

(202) 265-6280 

Resolution Passed at 91st Annual Convention 
Honolulu, Hawaii - September 7, 1986 

TIBOR RUBIN - The Congressional Medal of Honor 

The Jewish War Veterans of the U.S.A. supports legislation which would 

award Tibor Rubin the highest military honor our country can give, the Con­

gressional Medal of Honor. 

We believe that Tibor Rubin's unique situation and courageous actions 

during the Korean War are reasons enough to waive the time limitation and other 

restrictions which would prevent him from being granted this honor. 

Mr. Rubin enlisted in the U.S. Army only a few years after leaving the 

Nazi Death camps where he had been imprisoned as a young man. A Hungarian 

Jew, Rubin entered in the U.S. Army in February, 1950 after only 18 months in 

the country and before he was even a citizen. 

As a member of 11 I 11 Company, 8th Calvary Regiment, 1st Calvary Division, 

he was captured in Unsan, North Korea by the Chinese Army in November, 1950, 

and remained a prisoner of war for 2 1/2 years. During his captivity he 

saved the lives of 35 to 40 American G.I's by cleaning their wounds, caring 

for them, and stealing food for them at the risk of his own life, and even 
r 

though he suffered from his own injuries. 
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The men whc, are alive today and who could attest to Tibor Rubin's acts 

of bravery, never knew if he left Korea alive and were unaware that he was 

released from ca1ptivity in April, 1953. Recently some of these men have 

written letters on Mr. Rubin's behalf. 

Tibor Rubin is now 57 years old and has a 100% disability rating making 

him unable to work, but he proudly wears the Purple Heart with Cluster along 

with many of the other combat service medals he received. He is a man, who, 

from experiences in a Nazi concentration camp learned lessons of compassion 

and bravery towards his fellow man, which kept his comrades alive in a Korean 

Prisoner of War camp. The JWV of the USA is honored to recommend Tibor Rubin, 

for receiving the Congressional Medal of Honor. 

r 
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:;~ ~.;t{1~?':~> • Thi~ letter,'···its attached documents describing in vivid _detail why PFC -,~ :-· .:.:}ftJ:-5/t 
-+-·;;-:;.;._11.bor. Rubin truly deserves the Congressional Medal of Honor, is foniarded for.your.-i:~~--
' ·~~::.J.{-.:.•:review with the fervent hope for your favorable consideration of this award. • .-. • •. :t/ir.f.--:tf. 
&}I,:;.:~~~~---~~~s.~~ ~~ .comp~ny ~n~ we -~e~e c3.ptur~d at_ the_ ssme tim~ in Oct~bcr}~5~_• .:~~i~;~ 
•. • ·--&·:~;--.:..J:-:..:. The US Army h~ve stated thot ·according to Army Regul:1tions., th~ Statute of .·:i~f·i 
•• •. 'ff ~tation: precludes the ;-w~rd ot this highest honor to PFC Rubin. Yet., as . • .--~~.C.:tJlr 

• :-,f'.:t.: evidenced 1.n the att::iched accounts, this award was rend~r~d to sever::il persons 11s .. ~-~ .. ~ . 
... \,."::.much 11s thirty-seven years rater. You will note in the att::iched p~ck:)ge this quest if?-~ 

-~-~"'·-~-}-:-'{~.\~- ~~~~-- arw::i~d w._s ~egun in .19B0, twe~t~-~e.v~n years after the fact. , _ • _ . (;{½\ 

~ ·.;_:_~0--_: ·::-: • While the .Army does operate according to Regulations, in the fin::ll ;analysis, • ."<:>_ .. 
1· .. :.:~';;: Regul;tions ;;:-e si.:nply guidelines to logical 11nd just deci~ions--in this c;::;e, 11 • ·-::·. ·: 
.-~=\/f' ~ell-deserve~ 11nd long overdue 11-w:ird tcTibor Rubin -while he is still alive. . .- .. ·:2:/.? 
1• :-t:~~~:~· "Alive" is the key word to the l::ipse ·or iim~ .in applying for this a~cilrJ. ·-:_:Y~iTr 

• .. : •. None of us kne-w he w.s !1till alive until he showed up at a 1980 Ex-Po;-1 Reunion. >•·:(f~·-;., 
.. >: :. - . -~~\~<-
. . :· • - As his fo~el:-.Sergeant, I am-fi..rmly convinced that PFC Rubin e~rned this .:_/-.'°";;.' 
• •• ;<;a-ward for his acticms before and after capture and gave unstintingly of himself _._-_.- .... , ~ 

.. ·.·/./. with no re1:ard for his o-wn safety to help his fello\i soldiers. . ... . -:~·./.-:;t:.· . 
. ;,-,:,~:;}.~:-.:.-.-: .. -· . - . - ':'._· ::-.. ;·.,-.· ... - : ........ ;': : .. - .: .. "· . ~ • ·•;. · •. - : .. - : ." . ... . •' ': - • • ~- -:,; • ' _, . ;_:~ ;;.~:-;; __ :-. 

/;~~-3~~~:'=';;;In 'the Pusan·Perimeter (Korea) ·pyc Rubin- -was cited f'or an ·award. •• However; .;;..i;f:~~~:~ r.:~ ·• -~,.g.,.-c-~­
!'= -.~i within a period or a week or so, we had four different company comm:mders and ~he··.::_\~-::.-~ 
-,~::-:-•;·x·-: aw::ird m.atter was not follo-wed through. After we crossed the 38th P'1rallel in . -.::~ .-.<::: 

::::_. __ .Pyon~-ng, paperwork for the a-ward W.iilS begun but we were then ordered to ;idvcilnce .~~;(~;,'..=~, 
;- •. ·and before we could do anything, we were captured. ·.:··;3-::?-.::: . . .... . . -· ·--~:.. .. :,_. 

. , , .. - - . ·.-·· . _· :: -~~-;~_-=-:~=i 
As II Hun-g.ari.rn Jewish child in ?ennany during WWII, Tibor Rubin W.iilS_ put in a· ~}:·.if'-. 

concentration C31p alon~ with his entire family. There, he le:irned ~nd lived daily r···;:, .-: 
surviv-1, a valuable ,i"sset at his capture in Kore;i. ··•,- • . __ ;~~-~"::l 

... s;.. __ ... 

:. -~~· :-··:.._ .. _ 

More times than I c~n recall he end:m~ered his own life to help and encour:ige • • . 
. his fello;, POW3 to survive. Without ex-~geration, I feel he. WcilS responsible for at • · ··• 

least twenty-five f'ellow POWs cettin£ out of there alive. ·.,:.·_ . .-... - . - . 
Tibor Rubin, with a serious leg injury, was r;·ie-~ed with other sick and .. 

·. wounded POW.s in April 19,S). I w::is released in early September 195.3 and so lo3t 
touch with him. • • .. : 

. '".:::_ .. 
1•J1 -· 

: '".;,r\~;, 

- -- .. 
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Mr. Edwin Goldwasser 
National Commander, J.w.v. 
1811 - R St. N,W. 
Washington, D.c. 20009 

Dear Commander Goldwasser: 

C. A. "Bud" Collette 

507 E. Timber Dr. 
Payson, Arizona 

85541 

Jan. 6, 1987 

On behalf of the Veterans Committee working to get the Congressional 
Medal of Honor, (C.M,H.) awarded to Mr. Tibor Rubin, of Garden Gro­
ve, Calif,, I'm writing t6 ask for your hfllp. 

I believe by now, or very soon you will have a full set of papers, 
letters of recommendation, Resolutions etc., all asking the same 
thing, that the C,M.H, be awarded to Tibor Rubin. Tibor is a Hero 
of the Korean War, he saved the lives of 35 to 40 fellow P.O.W's 
that first cold winter of 1950 in Camp# 5, North Korea, He has 
never received any recognition or decoration for his Valor, 

Tibor Rubin, was recommended for the C.M.H. by the Ex-G,I's, all 
former P,O.W'8 who are aljve today thanks to Tibor Rubin. 

After you have read over his papers, it is the request of the Vet­
erans Committee that you meet with President Reagan, and give him 
the papers and request the President to issue an Executive Order 
to award the Medal of Honor to Tibor Rubin. 

Congressman Robert K. Dornan, of Tiber's 38th. District, introduc­
ed H,R.-3221, (sef enclosed) on Aug. 1, 1985. It was turned down 
by the Department of Defense (Army) because the time had run out. 
The time is of no factor if the President will issue an Executive 
Order. There 1s a two year time limitation on the C.M.H. Tibor 

.. Rubin, was put in for it in Korea during the Battle of the Pusan 
Perimeter, in that time he had four Company Commanders in one week. 
So the recommendat 1 ons were lost. 'This was in 1950. 

He was recommended again in 1981 for his Valor as,a p.o.w. by his 
American Ex-P.O.W's who only learned in 1980 that Tibor Rubin, 
the p.o.w. in Camp# 5 who could hardly speak engl1sh, was still 
alive. 

Commander Goldwasser, we have confidence in you and know you can 

over---

~ KOREA ::i:-~-
Dled: 54,246 Wounded: ,03.284 M.t.JI: 8,'71' 
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meet with President Reagan, if you will. We also know that you 
too are a Korean War Veteran. 

Will you help Tibor Rubin, get his long over-due Medal of Honor?. 

What is your opinion on this ?. 

Please let me know so I can tell our Veterans Committee. 

Yours in Patriotism; 

(3~LT~--tt;: 
C.A. Bud Collette 
Secretar:v/Advisor Veterans Committee. 

National Aide de Camp of Arizona 
Military Order of the Purple Heart. 
Former Mlsgt. u.s. Army, Infantry. 
5th. R.C.T., 24th. Inf. Div. 
Korea 1951-52. 

P.S. Commander Goldwasser, the Veterans Committee also wishes to 
thank you and the J.w.v. for the National Resolution you 
gave to Tibor Rubin. It is assuring to know that this fine 
time honored Veterans organization is behind Tibor Rubin. 
Are thanks to you again. 

r 
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2 February 1987 

. - TO ·WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

As stated in my previous letters, Tibor Rubin was a 
member of "I" Company, 8th Cavalry Regiment, 1st Cavalry 
Division in Korea and I was_one of the NCOs in the 
Company. 

-
~ I cannot give names of any officers because many Company 

• • • .Command1ers and Platoon Leaders were killed in action, on 
_ 1:0::one occasion three in one day. In this disheartening and 

,-~~~·confusi:ng situation, it was very difficult to know who 
·~ was in charge day to day, sometimes hour to hour. 

Of my own knowledge, PFC Rubin was written fip for a 
decoration for valor above and beyond the call of duty 
which could have been for the Medal of Honor.- This was 

---initiated by either the 1st Sgt. or one of- the Company 
• officers. Cpl. Rubin was twice seriously wounded, the 

first time was sent to the hospital then returned to combat, 
and again just prior to- capture. On the march he struggled, 
pushing himself to help carry other wounded and sick. 

-: 
I also know that when we 
thing was in the Company 
captured, all records of 

were overrun by the enemy, every­
Field Desk, so that when we were 
the company were lost or destroyed. 

~?~ 
Randall J. J. Briere 
M/Sgt US Army ~et'"'.,,,,,,, 

,t' '(' 7 ,, 

.. ·-

"I" Co. , 8th Cav Regt-. , ~- 1 J - I,_·,.,_ ---
i •• ••••••• • .,,,. , ~=""'-i-.\'" ••• ··-.:--<1)·.. ·- ... 

t ··> .• ·."' I •·... ... 
State of Texas 
County of Bexar 

f • ! ': \ ; 
~'\l "- : , : 
l • ... I ..... ; 
~ ' I ""' • 

Subscribed to and sworn before me this 2nd day of February __ 11jJ.7..... . ...... ~•)'_./ 
•, •• JJ·~'( ,. • i~~-

...,...-,---=-........,,........--=,--,..--,f+-,.-·.-.,-o-mfr!v 

, mission Exni -23-38 ~o 
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Jeurlsb War Veterans oftbe United States of America 

. 

&J✓HA-ll~ 
. ifitio,w/ ~an. 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 

1811 ll Street, N.W .• WashJnston, D.C. 20009 
(202) 265-62110 

0287031NX 
February 9, 1987 

1600 Penn ylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washingto , D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. {resident: 

On b~half of the Jewish ~ar Veterans of the U.S.A. I am writing to ask 
your aid in helping a heroic veteran receive the recognition he deserves. 

I 
Tibor Rubin 1s a member of our organization from Garden Grove, 

CaliforniJ. In 1985, his Congressman Robert Dornan introduced legislation 
H.R. 3221 1to waive the statute of limitations in regard to awarding the 
Congressiqnal Medal of Honor to Tibor Rubin. Mr. Rubin distinguished himself 
by acts o~ valor during the Korean War. We expect this legislation to be 
introduce4 this year and will certainly offer our endorsement. If you, Mr. 
Presidenti were to direct some of your attention to Mr. Rubin's case, I am 
sure you would find his wartime deeds worthy of this nation's highest military 
honor. 

I ha e recently met Mr. Rubin and I am very proud to know him as an 
American, as a Korean \Jar Veteran myself and as his National Commander. Tibor 
Rubin ent red this country as a refugee only a few short years after being 
liberated from a Nazi concentration camp where he had been imprisoned as a 
teenager. A Hungarian Jew, Rubin enlisted in the U.S. Army in February, 1950, 

' after only 18 months in this country and before attaining his citizenship. 

• As almember of "I'' Company, 8th Calvary Regiment, 1st Calvary Division, 
he was ca· tured in Unsan, North Korea by the Chinese Army in November 1950. 
During hi two and one-half years of captivity he saved the lives of some 
thirty-fi e to forty GI' s. Everyday he risked his life stealing food and 
medic~l s pplies for his fellow prisoners, caring for them by cleaning their 
wounds an keeping up their morale. He did this, while suffering from his own 
injuries, which left him with 100% disability rating. 

The Jen who are alive today, and have attested to Tibor Rubin's numerous 
sets of_bfavery, never knew if he left Korea alive, they were unaware that he 
was part ~fan exchange of-the most severely wounded prisoners of war in 
April, 19~3. Mr. Rubin, who primarily learned English while in the P.O.W. 
camp, never knew of medals awarded for such bravery, and returned home amidst 
little fa~fare or glory . 

• ' 



Presiden Reagan 
2/9/87 
page 2 

Tib r Rubin, is now 57 years old, disabled and unable to work, but he , 
proudly ears the Purple Heart with Cluster, along with the several other 
combat sJrvice medals he received. He is a man, who, form the inhumanity and 

I indignitYi of a Nazi concentration camp learned the lessons of survival; his 
life's experiences imbued him with a compassion towards his fellow man, an 
innate w~ll to live and great courage in times of stress. I am honored on 
behalf otj the J.V.V. of the U.S.A. to add my name to the many others 

• recommen~ing Tibor Rubin, for the awarding of the Congressional Medal of Honor. 
I 

We look for your support in this worthy endeavor. 

&:ty;~ 
Edwin Goldwasser 
National Commander 



BENJAMIN A. GILMAN 
22D OIITRICT, NEW Yo",,; 

COMMITT(ES 

FOREIGN "FF"IRS 

SUICOMMITTHS 

EUROPE "ND MIDDLE EAS1 
tl\A"41tlNC, MINORITY MEMBER} 

INTERNATIONAL OPERATIONS 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
washington, D.C. 20000 

Dear Mr. President: 

(ongrt~~ of tbt II nittb i,tatts 
J,ou!t of Rrprtstntatibts 
lla!bin~on, me 20515 

March 4, 1987 

COMMITTEES 

P0S1 OFFICE "NO CIVIL SEIIVICE 

SUBCOUMlTTE! S 

INVESTIGA110NS 
HUMAN RESOURCES 

ShEC, COMMITTEE 0" 
NARCOTICS ABUSE AND 

CONTROL 
RANKING MIN0R,TY MEl,IBE• 

SELEC1 COMMITTEE 0" 
HUNGER 

VICE CHAIRMAN 
1 ASK FORCE ON 

AMERICAN PRISONERS AND 
MISSING IN SOU1HEAS1 AS l. 

I am writing to you with the hope that you might assist rre in gairu.ng the 
much deserved recognition for a distinguished veteran and a fonner Prisoner of 
War, Mr. Tibor Rubin. Mr. Rubin proved his patriotism to the United States 
through many valorous acts during the Korean War, and deserves to be rewarded 
with the Congressional M:rlal of Honor. 

Mr. Rubin, a Hungarian refugee, enlisted in the United States Army, as a 
Corporal in February 1950, after only 18 rronths in this country, and before he 
was granted his citizenship. He spent 44 rronths as a P.O.W. in Korea, and was 
subject to irrlignit:Les beyond human canprehension. Throughout his imprisonment 
he continually assisted his fella.., soldiers, even at the risk of his own life. 
He attended to wounded G.I. 1 s on a daily basis by cleaning their wounds, 
arresting their infE~ions and ultimately saving their lives. 

Mr. Rubin also risked his own life by collecting na-res and locations of 
nearly 500 other prisoners, and smuggling them out of the country in a leg cast 
when he was released. Had this list been discovered, Mr. Rubin's life would have 
surely been imperilE~. 

In the 99th Congress, I was proud to be an original co-sponsor of 
legislation which would waive the tirrE limitations relating to the award of the 
Congressional Medal of Honor to Tibor Rubin for distinguishing him.self by acts of 
valor during the Korean war (H.R. 3221). I will continue to supfX)rt this 
legislation and erufoavor to assist in gaining this award for Mr. Rubin. 

I am confident that the you will not hesitate to recognize Mr. Rubin's 
gallantry and coura~Je, along ,;ith his patriotism to the United States, by 
awarding him with the Congressional ~l of Honor. 

Thank you for your kind attention on this matter. 

PLEASE REPLY TO: 
DISTRICT OFFICE 

44 EAST AVENUE 

~=y 

BENJAMIN A. GII.MAN 
Member of Congress 

DISTRICT OFFICE 

223 Roun 59 
MONSEY, NY 10952 

DISTFHCT OFFICE 

32 MAIN Sr•En 
HASTl~GS-ON-HUOSOh 

NV 10706 

WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

2160 RAYBURN BUILDING 

WASHINGTDI<. DC 20515 
0 TELEPHONE: (202) 225-3776 

P.O. Box 358 
MIDDLETOWN, NY 10940 

0 tELEPHONE: (914) 343-6666 0 TELEPHONE (914) 35 7-9000 0 tELEPHONE (9141 478-555: 
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G.V. IS()HHY) MONTGQufln', MIHIISIM 
DON EDWAJIIOS. CAI.IFORNI.\ 
11CJ<JGLA5 ~fGATI. OHIO 
4'"'- W,C,,,, FLOIIIDA 
..,.Y>I( oowov. 111$$15511'1'1 
~E fVAHS. ILUHOIS 
IIAACY IVJ'TUR, OHIO 
TIMOTHY J. l'fNNY. MINNESOTA 
HARLE'Y O STAGGERS, .IR., WEST VIIIGl"IA 
J AOv RQWL,VjD, GEOIIGIA 
JOH"' IA"r ANT, TE.lCAS 

ONE HUNDREDTH CONGRESS 

G.V. (SONNY) MONTGOMERY 
CHAIRMAN 

J'-M ES J FLOIIIO. NEW JERSEY 
~ENNITH J GRAY, IU.INOIS 
l'AUL E U"-'OASkl. l'fNNSYLVAN"°' 
TOo,IMY f. IIOBINSON. ARKANSAS 
CHARLES W. STENHOLo,1, TEXAS 
Cl.AUOE HARRIS, AlMAMA 

It.&. ~oust of l\tprt.s'tntatibt.s' 

JOSE,... r. KENNEDY. 11, o,1ASSACHUS£TTS 
HllABITH J. 'ATTERSON, SOUT>i CAll()U,U,., 
TIM JOHNSON, SOUTH DAICOT A 
JIM JONTZ, INDIAHA 

MACK FUMING 
C><IEF COUNSEL AHO ST AH DIIIECTOR 

Mr. Edwin Goldwasser 
National Commander 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS' AFFAIRS 

335 CANNON HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

Ma,S'fJington, 13.C 20515 

March 9, 1987 

Jewish War Veterans of America 
1811 R Street, N. w. 
Washington, D.C. 20009 

Dear Commander Goldwasser: 

llll"V9I..ICAHI 

GEIIALD I.H. SOl.OMON. NEW YOM 
JOHN ,AUL HAMUEIISC-IDT. A111CAHSA1 
CHAI.MEIIS ,. WYU(, OHIO 
lloa ST\JM,. AIIIZOHA 
IOI McEWEII. OHIO 
CHIIISTOl'HER H. SMITH. NEW JU1UY 
DAH IUIITON, JNDIAHA 
MICHAEL IILIAAKIS, FLORIDA 
'TWOMAS J. IIIOGE. l'ENNSYLVAHIA 
JOHN G. IIOWlAHD. COHNECTICIIT 
II09EIIT IC. DORNAN, CALIFORNIA 
IIOIEAT C. SMITH, NEW K.Ull'SHIIIE 
JACK DAVIS, IUJNOIS 

I appreciate your sending me a copy of your recent com­
munication to the President concerning the efforts of the Jewish 
War Veterans of the United States of America in behalf of Mr. 
Tibor Rubin. You had previously indicated to me that you 
intended to pursue this matter and I ~ppreciate your keeping me 
advised of your efforts. 

Based on what you have told me about this case, it would 
appear to be one that is most des~rving and I hope you will let 
me know the outcome. I'm sure the President will give your 
request his very serious consideration. 

Sincerely, 

'~;iY) 
MONTGOMERY 

Chairman 

GVM:cls 
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100TH CONGRESS H R 1576 18T SESSION • • 
To waive the time limitations relating to the n,•ard of the Congressional Medal or 

Honor to Tibor Rubin for distinguishing himseU by acts of valor during the 
Korean war. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

MAltCH ll, 198i 

lifr. DORNAN of California introduced the follo'\l':ing bill; '1,hlch was referred to the 
Committee on Armed Sen;ces 

A BILL 
To waive the time limitations relating to the award of the 

Congressional Medal of Honor to Tibor Rubin for distin­

guishing himself by acts of valor during the Korean war. 

1 
• i r 

Be it enacted by th~ S enate and Hou.se of Represenla-
, I 

:~ tives of the United State1 ofAmerica in Congress assembled, 

H That the time limitations' in section 3744(b) of chapter 357 of 

4 title 10, United States Code (relating to awarding military 

f> decorations to members or former members of the Anny), 

U shall not apply v..ith respect to awarding the Congressional 

7 Medal of Honor to Tibor Rubin (Socia.] Security Account 

8 Number 110-24-4935) of Garden Grove, California, for dis­

H tinguishing himself conspicuously by gallantry and intrepidity 

r 



2 

l at the risk of his own life above and beyond the call of duty 

!? while serving in the Army during the KoreB.Il war. 

0 

, r 

ellR 1576 Ill 
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l THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 23, 1987 

Dear Congressman Gilman: 

.. 

On behalf of' President Reagan, thank you for recommending 
Tibor Rubin for the Presidential Medal of Freedom. Please 
be assured that this suggestion will be given every 
consideration. 

As you point out, Mr. Rubin is an extraordinary individual 
whose contributions have earned the gratitude of the American 
people. I should point out, however, that the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom is the highest civilian award bestowed by 
the President on behalf of the Nation and competition is 
extremely heavy. • 

Again, thank you for writing to let the President know of 
your support for Tibor Rubin. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

FREDt~ R;1~~ 
Dir~ctor of Presidential Appointments 

and Scheduling 
Director. of Private Sector Initiatiyes 

The Honorable Benjamin A. Gilman 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515' 
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DEPARTMENTOFTHEARMY 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF THIE ARMY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310·1600 

March 30, 1987 

OFFICIE, CHIEF OF 
LEGISLATIVE LIAISON 

Honorable Benjamin A. Gilman 
Bouse of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Gilman: 

This replies to your inquiry in behalf of Mr. Tibor 
Rubin, concerning his Medal of Honor award. 

Over the past six years, Mr. Rubin's case has been 
reviewed on many occasions. While there is no doubt that he 
distinguished himself by his courageous and humanitarian 
efforts while in captivity, it would not be appropriate for 
the Army t<:> support legislation which would permit Mr. Rubin 
to be considered for the Medal of Honor for two reasons. 

First, Title 10 of the U.S. Code requires that 
recommendations for the Medal of Honor based upon Korean War 
actions be formally entered into military channels by August 
1956 to be considered. The Army believes that this is a 
wise and fair provision of the law because it requires 
recommendations for our Nation's highest military honor to 
be evaluated when the facts and circumstances surrounding a 
soldier's heroic performance can be conclusively verified. 

Army records show that Mr. Rubin was repatriated in 
1953 and that he was reunited with his division commander 
that same year. Army records also show that at least one of 
his comrades in captivity maintained contact with Mr. Rubin 
over the yeiars. Either the di vis ion command or any of Mr. 
Rubin's comrades had ample opportunity to recommend him for 
the Medal c,f Honor between 1953 and 1956 if they believed 
the award should be approved. While it is unfortunate that 
not one followed through when this opportunity was 
available, this lack of action should not form the basis to 
now consider him for the award more than 30 years after the 
fact. 

Fairness is also a consideration. Over two million 
Americans s:erved in the Army during the Korean War, and over 
6,600 were prisoners of war. Many of these soldiers 
distinguished themselves by their sustained courageous 
actions in combat and, like Mr. Rubin, were not awarded the 
Medal of Bo-nor. In fact, over 600 soldiers were awarded the 
Distinguished Service Cross, the Army's second highest 
decoration for combat valor, in recognition of their 
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extraordinary heroism. A large number of these soldiers 
made thE~ supreme sacrifice of their own lives in the actions 
for which they were cited. It would not be fair to these 
soldiers or to the many thousands of others who received 
lesser a.wards (or no recognition at all) if the requirements 
of law were selectively waived for Mr. Rubin and not for 
them. Such favored treatment is contrary to one of our 
Nation's founding principles--equal treatment for all under 
the law .. 

I regret that the Army is unable to support your 
pro~osal, but trust you understand the reasons for our 
position in this matter. • 

Sincerely, 

Fred C. Parker, IV 
Lieutenant Colonel, U.S. Army 
Congressional Coordinator 



.§tatc itf ~alif crnia 

GEORGE OEUKME.,JIAN 

GOVERNOR 

GOVERNOR'S OFFICE 

SACRAMENTO 95814 

April 21, 1987 

The Honorable Ronal~ RPagan 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, CA 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

I am writing to you in support of the efforts by 
several Californian's seeking the Congressional Medal of 
Honor for Tibor Rubin, a former U.S. Army Corporal, who 
was taken prisoner by the Chinese in 1950 and held as a 
prisoner of war for the next 2½ years. 

Mr. Rubin is credited with saving the lives of 35 
to 40 prisoners while at the POW camp in Unsan, North 
Korea, continually disregarding his own safety and 
health. He is now 100 percent disabled from wounds 
received and his treatment while a POW. His unselfish 
acts have been described and sworn to by men who where 
at Unsan with Corporal Rubin. 

There is apparently no question in view of the 
attached testimony that Mr. Tibor Rubin's actions should 
be recognized. I recommend favorable consideration be 
given to providing such recognition. 

Most cordially, 

~::;}~u~~ 
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1 May 1987 

The Honorable Benjamin A. Gilman 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Congressman Gilman: 

Re: Tibor Rubin 
5442 Marietta Ave 
Garden Grove,CA 92645 

During the late part of 1985, I received a letter from M/Sgt Randall 
J. J. Briere from San Antonio, Texas, who was with me in the North 
Korean Prisoner of War Camp for 36 months. He found out that I live 
in California, and he was very happy to inform me that Tibor Rubin 
is alive. When I heard that, I could not believe it .. We all 
believed that Tibor Rubin was killed by the Chinese, but thank God 
we were wrong. When I heard the good news, my heart started beating 
fast. I felt like I will faint. I started to cry from happiness, and 
made a thank you prayer to our Lord to let the man stay alive. The 
man who saved my life and the lives of so many other GI's. M/Sgt 
Briere told me that Tibor Rubin is recommended for the" Medal of 
Honor" by some of the Ex-Pew's who found out that he is alive, and 
who's lives he also saved. I figured that I have to do something 
myself too, but how? 

I have to tell you that ever since I came home, I can't talk about 
my life as far as the War concerned, but especially my Prisoner of 
War days. I can't talk to my family er friends. I still have 
nightmares about !:he Prisoner of War Camp. I have s~vere panic 
spells. Periods of.nervousness and the feeling that I must get out 
of a roo~ or place. Shortness of breath, and I can't be with people. 
I get so nervous many times that I fear that I will go crazy~ I have 
severe headaches, chest pains and I became like a hermit. I had a 
stroke in 1978, then in January 1987 I had a 5 by pass operation and 
because I got sick, I checked in the Long Beach Veterans Hospital 
the end of March 1987. • I am now under group therapy as an outpatient 
and because I am sick physically and mentally, and my time is running 
out I asked the Lord to help me open up somehow to talk about the man 
who saved my life and the lives of many other GI's. 

It took me 2½ weeks to write this letter. It was one of the hardest 
and most painful things I had to do in the last 35 years, but I had 
to do it. I had to open up even though it hurts so much. I do 
relive the horrors in the 36 months I spent in the Prisoner of War 

r C~p in North Koreia. 

My name is Carl Mc Clendon, and I war born in Flora, Louisiana on 
January 7, 1931. I joined tne US Army on May 28, 1948. My serial 
number is RA 18276659 and I st~yed in the Army until Februay 12, 1956. 
Almost 8 _years. I got out as a·sgt First Class. I went to Japan and 
was stationed in Camp Otsu and I was in the 25th Infantry Division. 
Then I went to Korea July 12, 1950 and I was in the B Company 1st 
Batallion 35th Regiment, 25th Division. The war was very bad, but 
I did not know that the worse was yet to come. 
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I was taken a Prisoner of War on Nov. 27, 1950 around Ipsop, 
North Korea. My life and many other GI's lives all of a sudden 
became a nighanare. We were not trained or prepared for such a 
life. We were captured in our summer uniforms and the weather 
was real cold. Later it became so told that we started getting 
sick in no time. Our wounded did not.have medical care. We 
hardly had any food, only a little corn twice a day. We started 
getting disentE~ry, pneumonia, later Beri-Beri and our nerves 
started getting bad and the real starvation started. We 
started to die .. When we got to Camp# 5, we were weak and 
disoriented. We never faced death like that before. Our lives 
became hopeless. In no time, everybody was for himself. Nobody 
cared, and many of our fellows started praying to ask our good 
Lord to let us die. Our GI's started dying at a rate of 30 
fellows per day. 

I am 6"1 and I weighed before capture 195 to 200 lbs. My weight 
started getting down. I went down to 95 to 100 lbs in a few 
months. Every where was death. Smell filth, lice and all kinds 
of sicknesses. I had disentery, worms, Beri-Beri, night blindness, 
chills, fever. My nerves started to crumble. Our most important 
thing was FOOD .. We thought, dreamed and that's all we talked about 
FOOD AND FOOD. 

One night, a few weeks later in Camp# 5, someone was crawling 
toward me and told me in very bad English to keep quiet. Then 
he came closer and reached in his fatigue pants and his pockets, 
and he started giving me some food and a few others as well. 
It was Rubin like we called him later, that young man, who I 
did not really understand his English. He first started corning 
every evening a few hours when it got dark. He used to bring 
corn, millet, barley, turnips and vegetables. He used to take 
care of the wounded people. He was like Santa Claus to us. When 
he came over, it was like Christmas to us. I asked him quite a 
few times, how will I ever repay you Rubin? He told us: "You 
can repay me, please don't tell my name to anyone~ Later on 
we found out that his name was Tibor Rubin )PFC) Ser#RA19-363581 
from I Company 8th Cavalry Regiment ,1st Cavalry Division. 
Even though we liked to have the food and the medical care, ~e knew 
he could not carry out those actions every day. 

Unfortunately in our camp also in his squad, there were a lot of 
t11rncoats and informers and squ(~E lers. '!hey would sell their 
country or fellow GI's for some extra food. Rubin had to be 
very careful , kPep low profile, because if he ever got turned in 
to the Chinese or the North Koreans and got caught, this would be 
his end. He would get shbt on the spot. 

Everyday we had to go to Communist lectures. They tried to brain­
wash us. They talked about war mongers and Capitalism. Rubin used 
to tell the GI's. Please, don't believe all that Horse Shit. They 
don't have anything to offer you. In the USA we were. eating bacon, 
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eggs and pancakt~s. These communists do not have anything to offer. 
In no time the Chinese found out that Rubin was talking against 
their teachings,, so every day he was.put on cleaning the toilets 
detail, carrying the buckets of waste, or he was put on 5 to 6 times 
a day burial detail, but nothing broke his moral. The more the enemy 
pushed him, the braver he became. He told us that his war was not 
over. We have to hit the enemy under the belly where it hurts. But 
we asked: "How can we do that?'' or How will you do it Rubin?. Well, 
he told us: The Chinese and the North Koreans do not have too much 
food for themselves. So stealing their ration more and more, will 
hurt them more than to kill them. So every day, when it got dark, 
and we went to sleep, Rubin was on his way, crawling on his stomach, 
jumping over fences, breaking in supply houses, while the guns were 
looking down on ~iM .He tied the bottom of his fatigue pants and 
filled up anything he could get a hold of. He crawled back and 
distributed the food what he had stolen and risked his life. Between 
the wounded, the very sick and the dying, he washed us. Took care of 
our wounds, force fed us. Talked to us about not giving up. We will 
go home he used to tell us. Our troops will liberate us. Your family 
is waiting for you. Please, don't give up. In day time, he carried the 
very sick to the toilet. Cleaned their rear from the disentery. Washed 
up the dying ones. 

The Chinese asked him a few times to go back to Hungary. They promised 
him good jobs. They told him: You are a Hungarian citizen. Why do you 
fight the rich ma.n's war? Rubin asked us what woulq so~e of us do. 
We told him: Rubin go back, get out of here, we all will end up in 
Siberia and die like animals. They wanted to let him go back to Hungary, 
when 30 to 35 guys died every day and no one knew who will be next. 
Rubin told us: No way will he ever go back, and leave his comrades. 
They needed him here. And no way would he bring shame to his family back 
in the good old USA. 

Rutin had guts. The Chinese planted a nice victory garden in springtime 
1951. CucUI:1bers, radishes, onions, soy beans and tomatoes. Nobody was 
allowed to go close to the garden. Our mouths were watering as we saw· 
it grow. One tomato was worth a million bucks if we could have ·it. 
Well, one day Rubin told us: Carl if the good Lord helps us, tomorrow 
there will be harvest day~ I really did not know what he was talking 
about. But the next day around midnight we found out. Rubin had tomatoes, 
onions, radishes, cucumbers and turnips. We asked Rubin: Where did you 
get it? He told us, the Chinese donated it to us. Well thernext morning, 
when the Chinese woke up, they saw the damage. They probably first blamed 
each other, but later on the Commander Lam, a skinny fellow ran around 
screaming, that they knew who· had done it and the people better come 
forward voluntarely. Rubin told us" If the fools know who did it, 
they woul~ get him already." 

Well, in no time we lost 1600 young American GI's. In no war did we lose 
so many young people as in the Korean War. 
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Many of us died the very dirty way that first winter. No man 
should die the way they did. Rubin was very proud of his 
accomplishment to save and try to save our lives, and when he 
helped some one and tried everything and lost some one, he was 
heart broken for weeks. When he l~st Charles H. Lord, 304 
W. 70th St, Jacksonville, Florida, who was from I Company, 
1st Cav, one of the first ones frora his Company, it was hard 
on him. Then he lost Frank Smolinsky, 1007 Hess Ave, Errie, PA, 
I Company, 1st Cavalry, he really took it hard. Then around 
April 1951, he ~ost Sgt La Rose. I don't know his address, I 
Company, 1st Cavalry, he really was down for awhile. To get rid 
of his hurt and angryness, he stole more food. That is the only 
way he knew to qet even. One time he stole a whole bag of potatoes. 
Boy o Boy, did we have a Thanksgiving. I never forget how sad he was 
for weeks, when William K. Bonner died in June 1951, with Beri Beri. 
He was from I believe FFD # 1, Sault St, Marie, Michigan. Rubin 
saved his life twice. He was doing O.K. and all of a sudden he 
got Beri Beri. He·was so swollen up Rubin told us that he had to 
carry his testicles in his hands so he could walk. Rubin took it 
real hard, because he was working so hard to try to save Bonner's 
life, but this went on like that all the time. Later on we were 
separated from Rubin and I was transfered to Camp 4 in Aug 1951. 

Rubin's Sgt, Sgt Randall J. J. Briere from I. Company 1st Cavalry 
a real anti-Communist was transfered to the reactionary Camp, where 
we met later on. I believe M/Sgt Briere and Rubin are the only ones 
who are alife today from the I Company, who spent 30 months or more 
as a Prisoner of War. 

Now I told my story. While I was writing it I was in tears and nearly 
a breakdown. There is no way I can tell you what it meant to be a 
Prisoner of War in North Korea for 36 months. We lost 51% of our 
Comrades. It was a plain nightmare, w~ich none of us will ever 
forget. 

As far as Mr. Tibor Rubin, well M/Sgt Randall J. J. Briere wrote in 
his letter to Congressman Les Aspin on Jan. 7, 1986, that in the 
front lines Rubin was cited for an award. M/Sgt Briere later updated 
a letter on Feb 2, 1987 that Rubin was written up for a decoration 
for Valor above and beyond the call of duty. So Rubin was already 
then an outstanding soldier. 

I know most of Rubin's family was killed by the Germans in WW 2 anc 
he also was a prisoner of the Nazis. M~ybe that is where he learned 
to be so cunning and brave. He had more courage, guts and fellowship 
that I ever know any one pad. I went thru the war and Prisoner of 
War Camp and I have to say,· that I never met any one to be a better 
soldier than Tibor Rubin. He is the most outstanding man I ever met 
with a .heart of gold. Tibor Rubin committed every day Bravery that 
bugled my mind. How he ~ver came home alife is a mystery to me. 
I wish I knew sooner that he is alive and I wish I could open up 
before to tell about this brave man. I thank God that the good Lord 
was good to me, so I can tell a little about this fine human being 
Mr. Tibor Rubin. 
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Tibor Rubin in my opinion really deserves 10 or 15 Conqressional 
Medal of Honors for what he did for his fellow GI's.under the most 
difficult conditions. But I know he only can receive one. I am 
very proud and happy to recommend Mr •. Tibor Rubin: l "The Congressional 
Medal of Honor" for saving my life arid at least 40 other Prisoner of 
War for his conspicious gallantry and intrepidity above and beyond 
the call of duty. 2 I recommend Tibor Rubin for the"Distinguished 
Service Cross" for-his acts of Bravery during many months of captivity. 
He placed his life on the line. Not 1 occasion, but many times, to come 
to the aid and assistance of his fellow Prisoner of Wars. He clearly 
distinguished himself by gallantry and uncommon Valor above and beyond 
the call of duty, risking his own life. 3 I recommend Mr. Tibor Rubin 
for the Silver Star because of the code of conduct he performed while 
he was a member of the United States of America in an exemplarary 
manner Article.III 11 If I am captured I will continue to resist by all 
means as possibl«~." Well, while the enemy guns were looking down on 
him, he took the most precious things from the enemy, their food 
supply, every day, and hit them in their stomachs every day, where it 
really hurt them. While he did all those things, he was not born in the 
USA and he was not an United States Citizen. 

We as a nation have to honor an Ex-Soldier like Tibor Rubin,and I pray 
to God that I can stay alive, so I can stand next to Mr. Tibor Rubin 
proudly when he receives the "Congressional Medal of Honor" and the 
DSC and the Silver Star from our President. 

Thank you for helping us EX-Prisoner of Wars and EX-Yorean Veterans. 

Re~pectfully Yours, 

( ··0: I/ 7p2., ~&'' // 
'' ._..: ft. r,.... ..,.,,e.~?.A.-#A 

....:arl Mc Clendon 
7821 Madison 
Paramount, CA 90723 

STA TE OF CALffORNIA 

COUNTY or- Orange }ss 
o P,ay 1 , 1987 n ____ _.;._....;_ _______ before me. the undersigned. 

Sotar;- Public in and for said County and State, pcrsonall) appeared 
iHHE-Carl Mc Clendon➔Ht-

l'IO-:~~x·xxooc,c (or proved to me on th.- basis of sati,fonury c,·i-
dcn,·c) to be the person ___ =c..__whosc nam~_.......,.,___ __ _ 

subscribed to the within instrument and acknowledged that --'h-'-'ec..-.. __ 

rxccu ted the SJ me. 

/ 
MS-44 (Rev. 4/84) 

FOR NOTARY STAMP 
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May 8, 1987 

Dear Congressman Gilman: 

Many veterans and myself read the beautiful letters you wrote on 
behalf of Mr. Tibor Rubin to President Reagan and Secretary 
Weinberger. Your letters are going all over the U.S. A. and 
everyone is grateful for your help. Thank you somuch for being an 
original Co-Sponsor for last years (HR-3221) bill. 

Mr. Tibor Rubin was the bravest and most outstanding soldier I 
ever met. It should be an honor to our country to give the Medal 
of Honor and other Medals for.such a brave man. Our country 
helps every Tomr Dick and Harry and if we close our eyes on Mr. 
Rubin, we are in pretty bad shape morally. Our congress could help 
and so could the Department of Defense. We will not give up until 
justice will be done. 

Congressman Gilman, no one cares anymore. That is why we wrote to 
Senator Cranston to introduce a strong senate bill, which has 
co-sponsors. Right now quite a few letters are going to Senator 
Cranston's office on Mr. Tibor Rubin's behalf. 

We Veterans and Ex-POW's like to ask you to please introduce a 
powerfuJ bill with co-spcnsors "To waive the time limitation to 
award the MEDAL OF HONOR and other r,·edals to the most deservinq 
veteran Mr. ~ribor Rubin. Please do all you can so that our country 
recognizes this great man Mr. Tibor Rubin. 

We realize that you are from the State of New York and not from 
Califcrnia, but we need your help, and I have to tell you, when 
the dying GI's needed help, Mr. Tibor Rubin helped. He did not 
care if anyone was from New York, Texas or like myself from 
Louisiana. Mr. Tibor Rubin helped everybody. Mr. Rubin has the 
most beautiful recommendations, and if you like to have a full 
set of his pa.pers 7 let us k~ow and we make sure you get them. 

The most important people who could help Mr. Rubin are: 
1 Secretary Weinberger DOD. He is above th~y and he has the 

power to issue or award any decoration to Mr. Rubin any time. 
2 The tongress of the USA.•lf Secretary of Defense Weinberger ' 

would help, then the Congress would waive the time limitation 
after seeing Mr. Rubin's papers. 

3 Senator Cranston's Sen~te Bill and help would be outstanding. 
4 A bill from you Congressman Gilman would be a real winner. 
5 Mr. Rubin is also a very lucky man, because he has a JWV 

Commander )Edwin Goldwasser, who is an outstanding man with 
a big-heart, and who is working very hard on Mr. Rubin's 
behalf for which the veterans are very grateful. 
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I sent out to 8 places ~y recommendations with small letters. 
My recommendations are the same, but I will enclose copies 
of 7 other letters, so you know who I sent the papers to. 

Dear Congressman Gilman, we need your help, and in no way can 
we express our gratitude to you for helping us veterans gain 
recognition, to a man who gave to his comrades all he had and 
who risked his: life daily for us. 

Best wishes, 

Respectfully Yours, 

Carl Mc Clendon 
7821 Madison 
Paramount, CA 90723 

,. r 
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The Eonorable Benjamin A. Oilman 
u.s. Congress~~n 
2160 Rayburn E,ldg. 
Washington, D.c. 20515 

Dear Congressman Gilman: 

&0"1 B. 'I' 111ber ~. 
Pa71 on, Arizona 

85541 

lt!ay ~o, 1987 

On behalf of the Veterans Committee working to get the Congressional 
Medal of Honor, (c.M.H.) awarded to Mr. Tibor Rubin, or Garden Grove, 
Calif., we wish to thank you for your excellent. letter or March 4, 
1987 to President Reagan, requ@st1ng b1a support on awarding the c.M. 
B. to Tibor Rubin. 

Did you get a ,answer back from the President ? , if 110 could a copj" of 
his letter be sent to me please'• 

Congressman Oilman, we know that you are a ~ery busy man, but you have 
taken the time to help Mr. Rubin. We the Veterans Committee now re­
quest that you introduce a Bill in Congress similar to Congressman 
Robert K. Dorn,a.n'a new B111, B.R-15'76, (enclosed). Congressman Dornan 
eeemB to have .lost h1s drive for helping Mr. Rubin. Ir you 1tould in­
troduce a Hous,9 B111 and get a lot or Co-Sponsors, maybe then Congres­
aman Les Aspin, and hie Bouse Armed Services Committee would pass 
your 8111. 

CongresBman Gilman, the heroic deeds or Valor preformed by Tibor Rubin, 
•hile he was a P.o.w. 1n North Korea can not and will not go un-rewar­
ded, our great Nation must step forward and recognize Tibor Rubin, as 
a true E@ro or the Korean War. I don't know of any other Soldier of 
the Korean War •ho is ~ore deserving the award or the Medal or Honor 
then Tibor Rub:ln. Just the fact that he saved the 11vea of 55 to 40 
or hie rell011 J~.o.w•a and all at the risk or h1a own lite over and 
over again should more then qualify him tor the C.M.B. 

I have enclosed copies or letters from Mr. Carl Mc Clendon, and Mr. 
Randall J.J. Briere, both Ex-P.O.W'a or the Korean War. These letters 
apeak tor them••aelvee, Tibor Rubin, deserves more then just the ,c.11.H. 

, r 

What la your 01>1n1on on th1a T, will you continue to httlp Mr. Rubin, 
get b1a long over-due decoration T. 

Your■ in Patriotism; 

C.Cl.13'4_ C~ 
C.A. Bud Collette 
Secretary/Adv11or Veterans Committee. 
National Aide de Camp or Arizona 
M111tary Order or the Purple Heart. 
A combat wounded Veteran or the 
Jtorean War. 
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The·Bonorable Lea Aep1n 

&07 1. flmber Dr. 
Pa71on. Ar1sona 

8&541 

May SO, 198'7 
Chairman, House Armed Serv1cea Comm1 ttee 
Rm. 2120 Rayburn Bouse Ofc. Bldg. • 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congree a1nan Aep1n: 

Bererence to B.R-1576. 

We the Vetera11a Committee working to get the Congreaeional Medal or 
Honor, (C.M.B~) awarded to Mr. Tibor Rubin, of Garden Orove, Calif., 
ask tor your full support or ~-R-1576. Thie Bill, (enclosed) 1e ask­
ing for the tjlme 11milations to be 11a1ved so that the .Congre!le1onal 
Medal or Hono1· can be alfarded to Mr. Tibor Rubin, for hie many heroic 
deeds or Valor all at the risk or h1e crwn 11fe to eave the lives or 
i55 to 40 o! hts fellow P.O.W'e at Camp No. 5, No:-th Korea. 

r 

.. 
Tbe Ex-P.0.W's like the letters enclo~ed from Nr. Carl Mc Clendon and 
Mr. Randall J.J. Briere, never knew that Tibor Rubin, wa! still alive 
until they all. came face to face at a National Convention of American 
Ex-P. o.w. 'e 1n 1980. It was after that Con~ention that they, the Ex­
P.O.W's who are alive today thanks to Tibor Rubin, got together each 
with their 01tn letter or recommendation for the C.M.H. to be awarded 
to Tibor Rub1n. 

Congressman A~p1n, you will note that 1n ~r. Br1ere'a, Jan. 7, 1986 
letter to you and hia third page attachment dated Feb. 2, 1987, he 
etates that Tibor Rubin, was cited for an award, a decoration for 
Valor, for his action at the Puean Perimeter. He also states that 
they had four 1Compa.ny Commandere 1n one week due to the fighting 
there, eo many men were being killed or lfound~d they hardly knew who 
~ae 1n COD11I,and. It ie easy to eee how the recommendation for Tibor 
Rubin'e decoration tor Valor could have been lost, or when they were 
over-ran and captured by the Chine!le troops. 

Congre9sman Aspin, plea!e take-in all the above and the two enclosed 
letters when yl)u make your recommendation to your House Armed Ser­
vices Comm1ttenaand ask that they pass H.R-1576 so we, our great Nat-
1 on, can ,honor a true Bero ,:,f the Korean War, Tibor Rubin, and award 
him the Congre21sional Medal or Honor. 

r 

What 1s your opinion on thie, will you help Tibor Rubin, get hie 
long over-due decoration?. Please pass B.R-1576. 

Youre in Patriotism; 

c1.o.·Bi..J.. c!.,~ 
C.A. Bud Collette 
Secretary/Advisor Veterane Committee. 
Rational Aide de Camp or Arizona 
M111tary Order or the Purple Heart. 
A Korean War Veteran. 



• 10'7 B. Tlaber b'. 
PaJ• on, Ar ls ona 

86s,1 

The Honorable 1Caeper w. Weinberger 
Secretary or Defense • 

June e, 198'1 

The Pentagon 
'Washington, D. 1c. 20301 

Dear Secretary Weinberger: 

We tbe Veteran1s Committee working to get the Congressional Medal or 
Honor awarded 1~0 Mr. Tibor Rubin, of Garden Grove, Calif., ask for 
your help to pu.ss B.R-1576, introduced by Congressman Robert K. Dor-
nan, on March :Ll,-H~8'7. See encloaed. • 

. . . 

Encloeed are cc>p1es or two letters, from Mr. Carl Mc Ciendon and Mr. 
Randall J.J. Briere. Two former p.o.w•a who are alive today thanks 
to the Heroic Valor or '1'1bor Rubin, while they were all p.o.w•s 1n 
North Korea du1•1ng the Korean War. •· 

Please read th,ise letters carefully, you will note in Mr. Briere' s 
third page that; Tibor Rubin, was •r1tten up for a decoration for Val­
or above and b~yond the call of duty at the Puean Perimeter (Korea) 
in 1950, and the letter also states, so many Company Otticera were 
killed or wouncled, things were very hectic there, 

Tibor Rubin, never rflc~ived any decoration for hi! Valor at the Pusan 
Perimeter. Aft,er returning rrom h1a firl!t wound, be •aes wounded agft.in 
when bis Rifle Company was over-ran by Chinese troops and they who 
survived were captured. 

Mr. Mc Clendon'e letter tella of the Valor preformed by Tibor Rubin, 
and that he saved the lives or 35 to 40 American P.O.W's all at the 
risk of hie own life. 

We the Veteran! Committee ask that you support and help pass H.R-1576, 
a Bill to waive the time 11m1lat1ons so that the Medal of Honor can 
be a~arded to Tibor Rubin. We feel that our Great Nation owes aome­
th1ng to Tibor .Rubin, for b1e Heroic Valor both at the Pusan Perimet­
er and while a P.o.w. at Camp# 5 in North Korea. We feel that the 
Medal or ~onor 1a the only way our Greatfull Nation can truly bonor 
Tibor Rubin, for what be did before and after he was a P.o.w. 1 dur1ng 
the Korean War. r r 

Secretary We1nb1i,rger, will you help Tibor Rubin, get his long over­
due Korean War lDecorat1on Y. What 1s your opinion on th1~ ,. 

Yours in Patr1ot1em; 
c.a.. -e,J c~ 

C.A. Bud Collette 
Secretary/Advisor Veterans Committee. 
Rational Aide de Camp or Arizona 
Military Order or the Purple Heart. 
A combat wounded Veteran or the Korean 

War. 
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l'be Honorable .Alan Cranston 
tJ .s. ·Senator 
Senate Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.,c. 20510 

Dear Senator C:ranston: 

&0'7 s. !'l■ber l>r~ 
Pa71on, Arizona 

856,1 

June B, 1987 

We the Veterams ComDJ1 ttee working to get the Congressional Medal or 
Bon or awarded 1to Mr. Tibor Rubin, of Garden Grove, Calif., ask for 
your help. 

Encloeed are c1,p1es or t"Wo letters, one sent to you by .~r. Carl Mc 
Clend.on, of' Pu:-amount, Calif., the other to Congressman Les Asp1n, 
from Mr. Randall J.J. Briere, or San Antonio, Texas. These are only 
two of the many American Ex-P.0.W'e who are alive today tbanks to 
the Heroic Val1>r of Tibor Rubin, while they were P.O.W'e in North·· 
Korea during the Korean War. 

Please read thE1se letters carefully, you .. 111 note in lir. Briere 's 
third page that; Tibor Rubin, was written up for a decoration tor Val­
or above and b,1yond the call or duty at the Puean Perimeter (Korea) 
1n 1950, and as: the letter also etatee, a o many Company Officers were 
killed or •ouncled, things were very hectic. 

Tibor Rubin, never received any decoration for his Valor at the Pus­
an Perimeter. After returning from his first wound, he was wounded 
again when his Rifle Company •as over-ran by Ch1neee troops and they· 
who survived were captured. 

Mr. Mc Cl~ndon's letter tells of the Valor preformed by Tibor Rubin, 
and that he saved the lives of 55 to 40 American P.O.W's all at the 
risk of his own life. 

We the Veterans Coinmittee ask that you introduce a Senate Bill to 
waive the time limilations of three years so that the Medal of Honor 
can be awarded to Tibor Rubin. We feel that our great Nation owes 
e omething to Ti'bor Rubin, for hie Heroic Valor both at the Pusan Per­
imeter and wbil1e a P.o.w. at Camp ii 5, in North Korea. We feel that 
the Medal of Ho1nor 1a the only way our Oreatfu.11 Nation can truly hon­
or Tibor Rubin, for what he· did before and. after be was a p.o.w. dur­
ing the Korean ,war. 

Senator Cranston, will you help Tibor Rubin, get bis long over-due 
Korean War DecoJ•ation ? • 

Yours in Patriotism; 

c. a. 73J c. e)1_jb_ 
C.A. Bud Collette 
Secretary/Advisor Veterans Committee. 
National Aide de Camp or Arizona 
Military Order or the Purple Heart. 
A Combat wounded Veteran or the Korean 

War. 
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C. A. •'Bud" Collette 

Jewish War Veterace or the u.s.A. 
Mr. Edwin Ooldw,asser, Bat1onal Commander 
1811 ft Street, 1.w. 
Washington, D.c. 20009 

Dear Commander 13-oldwasser: 

~0'7 z. Timber Dr. 
Pays on, Ar 1z ona 

85541 

June 17, 1987 

On behalf of th,, Veterans Comm! ttee working to get the Congressional 
Medal of Honor 1(c.11.H. ), awarded to Mr. Tibor Rubin, or Garden Grove 
Calif., we wish to thank you and the entire National J.w.v. for what 
you have done al'ld what you are doing to help get the c.11.H. awarded 
to Tibor Rubin. 

We have had a r1,w letters in support of the c.rt.H. tor Tibor Rubin, 
from the Amerlcnn Ex-P.O.W's Assoc., but no other Veterans Organizat­
ions will help. We the Veterans Committee are very great!'ul to you 
and the National Jewish War Veterans or the U.S.A. 

Commander Ooldwneser, we, the Veterane Committee, are men and women 
of different religions, bound together with only one cause, to help 
a Comrade, a fellow Veteran, a friend, Tibor Rubin, get his long over­
due decoration, the c.M.H. from his greatrul Ration, the U.S.A. 

I have enclosed copies or different lettere, even four that I wrote, 
but there are t110 very important letters, one rrom Mr. Carl Mc Clen­
don, the other 1'rom kr. Randall J.J. Briere. Mr.Mc Clendon's letter 
ls from his heart, he l:! one or the maor Ex-P,O,J's who ere alive to­
day thank! to tt~ bero1c deeds of TThor Rubi~. Please read hie let­
ter carefully, Wr. Briere, le a retired Army M/Sgt. be telle it like 
a Soldier. Be etates that Tibor Rubin, was put-up for a decoration 
for Valor, during the battle or the Pusan Perimeter, but because of 
reasons also eta.ted, the award was never presented to Tibor Rubin. 

r Commander Ooldwa.s ser, the Veterane Comm! ttee also wants to thank Jud­
l!J;h s. Siegel, for her support and letter! rln behalf or Tibor Rubin. 

In closing, we the Veterans Committee al!O thank the National J.w.v. 
tor your direct mail appeal to your membership in support or Tibor 
Rubin, and hope by your Lobbying in Washington, D.c. that the c.M.H. 
is awarded this year to our Hero of the ~orean War, Tibor Rubin. 

Yours in Patriotism; 
02,v.-i! C':_~ 

C.A. Bud Collette 
Secretary/Advisor Veterans 
Committee. 

National Aide de Camp of Arizona, Military 
Orde:r of the Purple Heart. Korea 1951-52. 
Form19r )(/Sgt. Infantry, u.s. Army. 




