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THE HONORABLE JACK KEMP ;S
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RABBI ABRAHAM SHEMTOV
SUBCODE  ME001-02

HU013-60 PP010-03 JLO03-01 PROO3 ED

INDCODE 4610 4500 4400
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Movement

Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson is seventh in the dynastic
lineage of Lubavitcher leaders. The Lubavitch Movement was
founded in the 18th century by Rabbi Schneur Zalman of Liadi
(1745-1812).

The philosophy of the Lubavitcher movement is founded upon
three basic elements—Wisdom, Understanding, and Knowledge. In
Hebrew these three words read: Chochma, Binah, Daath. The
initials of these three Hebrew words are “C”, “B”, “D”. The
movement is therefore known as the CHABAD-Lubavitch
movement.

Because Chabad leaders, the Rebbes, resided in the Russian town
of Lubavitch (“City of Love”) until 1916, Chabad Chassidism
became known as “Lubavitcher Chassidism” and its leader known as
the “Lubavitcher Rebbe.”

Philosophy

The Chabad-Lubavitch movement, over two centuries old, has
always been an ardent advocate of education. The Chassidic
tradition was begun in the early eighteenth century by Rabbi Israel
Baal Shem Tov. He infused his followers with a fresh spiritual
enthusiasm and they extended the emotional joy of religious
devotion into even the most mundane aspects of daily life and social
relationships. Amongst his successors who perpetuated Chassidism
was Rabbi Schneur Zalman of Liadi. This Lithuanian scholar
espoused a philosophy which called for religious observance to be
accompanied by a vigorous intellectualism. His teachings became
the foundation of Chabad-Lubavitch Chassidism.

Chabad Chassidism is a philosophy which teaches that the
genuine devotion to G-d should be blended with study and
intellectual understanding of truth. The teachings of Chabad is
based on the Torah—the Written and Oral Law.

Implicit in Chabad Chassidism was a universal message for all
people—that worship of G-d required intellectual discipline, as well
as sincere faith, and that belief should be accompanied by the
scholarly pursuit of wisdom.






Under his leadership, Lubavitch has grown to be a worldwide presence. In all
its varied activities is stamped the vision of one man: the Rebbe. And yet his
personality remains curiously opaque.

The word “Lubavitch” conjures many associations. Above all, however, it
signifies the Rebbe. Followers travel thousands of miles for a brief audience.

His public addresses are attended by thousands. They are relayed live by a
communications nerve-center that links listeners and viewers across the world
with the Rebbe in his headquarters on Eastern Parkway, Brooklyn.

There is a story told about his early life that seems to be almost symbolic
of everything that was to follow. When he was nine years old, the young
Menachem Mendel dived into the Black Sea to save the life of another boy who
had fallen from the deck of a moored ship. That sense of other lives in danger
seems to have dominated his consciousness ever since: of Jews drowning, and
no one hearing their cries for help. Jews on campus, in isolated communities,
under repressive regimes.

Born in 1902, on the 11th day of Nissan, in Nikolaev, Russia, the Rebbe is the
son of the renowned Kabbalist and Talmudic scholar, the late Rabbi Levi
Yitzchak Schneerson, and Rebbetzin Chana, as well as the great-grandson of
the third Lubavitcher Rebbe, and his namesake, Rabbi Menachem Mendel
of Lubavitch.

From early childhood he displayed a prodigious mental acuity. By the time he
reached his Bar Mitzvah, the Rebbe was considered an ‘illuy,’ a Torah prodigy.
He spent his teen-age years immersed in the study of Torah.

In 1929 Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, married the second daughter
of Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak Schneerson, the previous Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rebbetzin
Chaya Moussia, in Warsaw.

He later studied in the University of Berlin and then at the Sorbonne in Paris.
It may have been there that his formidable knowledge of mathematics, medicine
and the sciences began to blossom.

In 1941 he emigrated to the United States. Shortly thereafter the Rebbe began
writing his notations to various Chassidic and Kabbalistic treatises, as well as a
wide range of responsa on Torah subjects. With publications of these works his
genius was soon recognized by scholars throughout the world.

The Rebbe has shown through a lifetime of teaching the intimate connections
between the ‘revealed’ and ‘hidden’ Torah, between the practical rules of Jewish
law and the truths of Jewish mysticism or, more correctly, of Chassidus.

He has enthroned Chassidism not as one of the limbs, but as the heart of
Judaism. He is a systematic and conceptual thinker on the largest scale. And,
more than anything, he continually blends together the highest abstract truth
and the most specific call for action, spanning the continuum of the whole range

- of Jewish study.

It is perhaps the case that his fame as a leader and initiator of communal
projects is a result of his originality as a thinker. But, essentially, the two facets
of his work are one—the comprehensiveness of his thought and action are part



of the same drive: the unity of the Torah, the unity of the Jewish people, and the
unity of the entire creation.

In 1950, Rabbi Menachem M. Schneerson, reluctantly ascended to the
leadership of the Lubavitch movement. Soon Lubavitcher institutions and
activities took on new dimensions. The outreaching philosophy of Chabad-
Lubavitch, was translated into action, as Lubavitch Centers and Chabad-
Lubavitch Houses were opened in dozens of cities across the United States.

Many of the Rebbe’s achievements have shaped so deeply the development of
post-war Judaism that we hardly think of them as Lubavitch at all.

The Jewish day-school movement, of which Lubavitch was one of the earliest
pioneers, has displaced across a wide spectrum the once-prevalent ideology that
Jewish education was a kind of dutiful appendage to the real business of
acquiring a secular culture. The idea, in which Lubavitch was for so long alone,
of resuscitating dying communities by sending out a small resident nucleus of
religious families, has been widely copied by yeshivas in America and abroad.

Some 100 cities in the United States and Canada now have Lubavitch
institutions or centers.

In the Holy Land, Kfar Chabad—the Lubavitch city near Tel Aviv, became a
unique educational center for thousands of Jewish Youth, and the headquarters
for Lubavitch activities throughout Israel. A huge network of diversified
Lubavitcher educational institutions dot that entire country.

Lubavitch institutions have been established in countries the world over.

These institutions monitor the pulsebeat of Jewish life in their respective

communities and countries, and contribute to their spiritual health and stability.

Directors report to Lubavitch World Headquarters in New York.

The Rebbe is the person who guides each individual towards his/her
particular role: who, by standing above the partiality of the ego, taking a global
view of the problems of the world, sees where the individual belongs.

Those who visit the Rebbe—do so because of his reputation as a man of
encompassing vision. They tend to emerge somewhat unnerved, taken by
surprise. They expect, perhaps, the conventional type of a charismatic leader,
imposing his presence by the force of his personality.

What they find is the reverse: a man who, whatever the complexity of his
current concerns, is totally engaged with the person he is speaking to. It is
almost like coming face to face with oneself for the first time. Not in the simple
sense of, as it were, seeing oneself in the mirror, but rather seeing oneself
revealed as a person of unique significance in the scheme of things, discovering
one’s purpose. So much so that it is difficult to talk of the Rebbe’s personality at
all, so identified is he with the individuals he guides.

His brilliant insights into the human experience and world events, his
genuine compassion for others, his strong leadership and his profound endless
flow of genius shedding new light on the entire intricate spectrum of Jewish
scholarship, have made him a legend in his lifetime, and won him the
admiration, respect and awe of all those who have come to know him.
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