Ronald Reagan Presidential Library
Digital Library Collections

This 1s a PDF of a folder from our textual collections.

Collection:

Green, Max: Files, 1985-1988
Folder Title:
Lubavitch (2 of 2)

Box: 32

To see more digitized collections visit:
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library Inventories, visit:
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-
support/citation-guide

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/

Last Updated: 05/13/2025


https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://catalog.archives.gov/

142637  DOCUMENT= 7 OF 16
ACTDATE = 830520
ADDNUMB =
CREDATE = 830520
DOCDATE = 830304
DSPDATE = 830520
NAME = CAVENEY
RCVYDATE = 830520
RECID = 142637
STATE = DC
UPDATE =
A = 20500
OPID LD
DOCDATE 830304
RECTYP HBA
MEDIA 0
STAFF FRED RYAN
SCRYAN
NAME MR. RED CAVENEY
ORG THE WHITE HOUSE
ADDR WASHINGTON DC 20500
SUBJECT PHOTO OPPORTUNITY WITH LUBAVITCH ORTHODOX
JEWISH LEADERS IN HONOR OF THEIR SPIRITUAL
LEADER 'S 80TH BIRTHDAY
SUBCODE  PR007-01 L
PRO05-01 RMO032 —
INDCODE 1110
\CTION  RM RSZ 830520 DOX 0520

END OF DOCUMENT

oy



173371 DOCUMENT = 6 OF 16

ACTDATE = 830923
ADDNUMB =
CREDATE = 830926
DOCDATE = 830923
DSPDATE = 830923
NAME = RASKIN
RCVDATE = 830926
RECID = 173371
STATE = NY
UPDATE = 830926
ZIp = 11213
OPID CS
DOCDATE 830923
RECTYP OBA
MEDIA T
NAME RABBI DAVID RASKIN
TITLE CHAIRMAN
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
ORG LUBAVITCH YOUTH ORGANIZATION
ADDR BROOKLYN NY 11213
STREET 770 EASTERN PARKWAY

SUBJECT MESSAGE OF REGARDS TO ALL THOSE GATHERED FOR
THE TWENTY - EIGHTH ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL
CONVENTION OF THE LUBAVITCH YOUTH

SUBCODE MEQ02

HU013-60 RMO032 WEO0O09
INDCODE 4500
ACTION TT DSP 830923 CP2 A 830923
COMMENTS CC: K. OSBORNE/M. GALE/D, LIVINGSTON/CF

END OF DOCUMENT



197220 DOCUMENT = 5 OF 16
ACTDATE = 840228
ADDNUMB =
CREDATE = 840228
DOCDATE = 840227
DSPDATE = 840319
NAME = GURARY
RCVDATE = 840228
RECID = 197220
STATE = NY
UPDATE = 840409
Z1p = 11213
OPID LW
RECTYP IBA
MEDIA L
STAFF PRESIDENT REAGAN
PRREAG
NAME MRS. TEMA GURARY
TITLE CHAIRPERSON, NATIONAL COUNCIL
ORG LUBAVITCH WOMEN'S ORGANIZATION
ADDR BROOKLYN NY 11213
STREET 306B KINGSTON AVENUE
SUBJECT REQUESTS A PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE FOR THE WEEK
OF THE JEWISH WOMAN TO TAKE PLACE IN NEW
YORK FROM MAR (16-25) 84
SUBCODE HO
HU013-60 HUOQ16
INDCODE 4900 4400
RPTCODE MI
ACTION PMLIVI ORG 840228 SEE COMMENTS (1) C 840319
ZOMMENTS NO MESSAGE SENT - MARSHALL BREGER 'S OFFICE

WAS TO CALL WRITER AND DISCUSS; NO MESSAGE
FOR SPECIAL "WEEK ' OBSERVANCE WITHOUT
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‘EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
' OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET’

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20303

April 10, 1984
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Document No. 197870

April 11, 1984

MEMORANDUM FOR: FRED FIELDING j,
CRAIG FULLER
M.B. OGLESBYV 3
JACK SVAHN \— (V|
LEE VERSTANDIGY -~
FAITH WHITTLESEY
FRED RYAN (FYI)

FROM: DODIE LIVINGSTON

SUBJECT: DRAFT PROCLAMATION: Education Day, U.S.A., 1984

Attached for your review is the draft proclamation which, pursuant to
a joint resolution of the Congress, calls for the observance of
April 13, 1984 as "Eduecation Day, U.S.A., 1984."

The draft was prepared by John Cooney's Office, X5600

I regret the short notice, but the draft only arrived in my office this
morning. Because the event is this Friday, may 1 have your response
by 10:00 a.m., Thursday, April 12.

As always, many thanks.




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 12, 1984

MEMORANDUM FOR DODIE LIVINGSTON

SPECIAT, ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT AND
DIRECTOR, SPECIAL PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGES

FROM: FRED F. FIELDING Orig. sigmed by FFF
' COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Proposed Proclamation of
"Education Day, U.S.A."

Our office has reviewed the above-referenced d¥aft pfoclamation
and cannot approve it as written. Accordingly, we have pre-.
pared the revised draft that is attached.

The problems with the draft that was circulated include:
° In addition to careless mistakes (e.g., "remainder" for
"reminder"; "IN WITNESS, [sic] WHEREOF"), the draft contains
formal and technical errors identical to those we have pointed
out more than once in the past. Specifically, the House Joint
Resolution does not request that "the President issue a
proclamation designating™ the day. The Resolution itself
designates the day, and authorizes and requests the President
to issue an appropriate proclamation. Also, White House form
is to put guotation marks around the name of the day where the
Resolution is being quoted, but not to do so in the "NOW,
THEREFORE" paragraph where the day is actually proclaimed.

These are not "picky" points; they involve routine, recurring
matters of accuracy and proper form on documents that are
signed by the President and become part of his official
record. There is no reason for these continuing mistakes.

° The birthday of Rabbi Schneerson, whom the proclamation
is meant to honor, is not April 4 -- at least not this year.
The Rabbi lists his birthday as the 11th day of the Jewish
month Nisan, which falls each year on a different day of our
calendar. In 1982, when the Rabbi was honored by a similar
proclamation, the date was April 4; this year, it is April 13,
° Generally, the prose of this draft was simply inadequate
for a Presidential document (though I recognize that much of
that prose was drawn from the turgidly written Resolution).

Attachment

cc: Richard G. Darmane——
John Cooney



[Counsel's Office, 4/12/84]

EDUCATION DAY, U.S.A., 1984
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

% A PROCLAMATION

Throughout our history, Americans have recognized that
education is vital to our Nation's future. Our educational
system has always done far more than simply train people for a
given job or profession; it has equipped generation upon
generation of young men and women for lives of responsible
citizenship, by helping to teach them the basic ethical values
and principleg that are both our heritage as a free people and
the foundation of civilized life. .

As the beneficiaries of that heritage, we bear a
corresponding responsibility to ensure that the moral values
on which freedom rests continﬁe to be transmitted to each
successive generation of Americans. If our educational
efforts are rooted in first principles -~ that human life is
sacred; that men and women should be treated as individuals,
with certain fundamental rights and responsibilities; that
respect for law is crucial to the survival of freedom -- then
our children and our children's children will share, as we
have, in the blessings of liberty.

The Lubavitch moveméyt, headed by Rabbi Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, has provided people of all faiths a shining
example of the true value of education. The Lubavitcher
Rebbe's work is a living reminder that knowledge is worthy
only when accompanied by moral aﬁd spiritual wisdom and
understanding. In fostering and promoting a tradition of
ethical values that can trace its roots to the Seven Noahide
Laws, which have_often been cited as universal norms of ‘
ethical conduct and a guarantee of fundamental human rights,

the Lubavitch movement and its greatly respected leader have



EDUCATION DAY, U.S.A,, 1984
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
A PROCLAMATION '
H575/

Throughout our history, Americans have recognized that
education is vital to our Nation's future. Our educational
system has always done far more than simply train people for a
given job or profession; it has equipped generation upon
generation of young men and women for lives of responsible
citizenship, by helping to teach them the basic ethical values
and principles that are both our heritage as a free people and
the foundation of civilized life.

As the beneficiaries of that heritage, we bear a
corresponding responsibility to ensure that the moral values
on which freedom rests continue to be transmitted to each
successive generation of Americans. If our educational
efforts are rooted in first principles -- that human life is
saéred; that men and women should be treated as individuals,
with certain fundamental rights and responsibilities; that
respect for law 1is crucial to the survival of freedom -- then
our children and our children's children will share, as we
have, in the blessings of liberty.

The Lubavitch movement, headed by Rabbil Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, has provided pecple of all faiths a shining
example of the true value of education. The Lubavitcher
Rebbe's work is a living reminder that knowledge is worthy
only when accompanied by moral and spiritual wisdom and under-
standing. In fostering and promoting a tradition of ethical
values that can trace its roots to the Seven Noahide Laws,
which have often been cited as universal norms of ethical
conduct and a guarantee of fundamental human rights, the
Lubavitch movement and its greatly respected leader have
shown Americans of every faith that true educatign involves

not simply what cne knows, but how one lives.



2
In recognition of Rabbi Schneerson's contributions and in

honor of his 82nd birthday on the 1lth day of the Jewish month

-,

Nisan, which falls thié year on April i3, the Congress, by
House Joint Resolution 520, has designated April 13, 1984, as
"Education Day, U.S.A.," and has authorized and reguested the
President to issue an appropria£e proclamation.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the
United States of America, do hereb& proclaim April 13, 1984,
as Education Day, U.S.A., and I call upon the people of the
United States, and im particular our teachers and other
educational leaders, to cobserve that day with appropriate
ceremonies and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this
{ 3?’5 day of April, in the year of our Lord
nineteen hundred and eighty-fcur, and of the Independence of

the United States of America the two hundred and eighth.

S s G



<Lhe President kas gaog

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 13, 1984

MR. PRESIDENT:

Attached for your signature is
Enrolled Resoclution H.J. Res. 520,
which would designate April 13,
1984, as Education Day, U.S.A.

The Bill and proclamation, which
is also attached, have the

- T approval%OMB, the Department of
CeEme - L Education, and Senior white House
. ' Staff.

R LAST DAY FOR ACTION: April 20

Richard G. Darman

DREEE '~ TWO SIGNATURES REQUIRED

Please Note: These are scheduled
to be signed in ceremony TODAY
during Administrative Time at
2:45.
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THE WHITE HOUSE k Q’

WASHINGTON

LUBAVI'TVH BIRTHDAY PRESIDENTIAL EVENTS

October 22, 1982 -- to commemorate his
April 1982 80th birthday

March 24, 1983 ---to 7recognize the
conclusion ot his 80th year

April 13, 1984-- Education Day 1984 (81st
birthday) including Proclamation

FYI: The probable reason why there was no
1981 Presidential related event was that it
took place shortly after the President's
recovery .
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o THE WHITE HOUSE

] WASHINGTON
’f:ﬁ,(

December 19, 1984

Photo Opportunity with the
American Friends of the Luvavitch

,{@5\)
‘-_(' " -
DATE: Thursday, December 20, 1984 Pyl -0
LOCATION: oval Office ' ,
TIME: 4:30pm /o 5 8.5
FROM: Michai Jr.
—

PURPOSE

To demonstrate the President's support of the free
expression of the observance of Hanukkah, by accepting
a menorah, similar to the National Menorah situated in
Lafayette Park.

BACKGRQUND

This presentation is in observance of the lighting of
the National Menorah which will take place immediately
in Lafayette Park following the Oval Office visit.

PARTICIPANTS

The President

Mike McManus

Marshall Breger

Rabbi Abraham Shemtov
Rabbi Shlomo Cunin
Rabbi Yisoril Shmotkin
Rabbi Moshe Feller
Rabbi Moshe Herson

PRESS PLAN

White House Photographer

e PRty RheTS

SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

The Rakbis enter the Oval Office and are introduced to
the President by Mr. McManus. TEhe-memorahr—ts—tit~and
ot thre-Prestdent 131' RaidlaimeheEoN . After
accepting the menorah, the President gives Rabbi
Shemtov a message to be read at the official lighting
in Lafayette Park. Participants depart the Oval
Office.

REMARKS

' Brief talking points attached.
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PP005-01 FG1l14 HUO16 HU013-60
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1\CTION FLWROB RSR 850130 AW A 850130
'OMMENTS CC: MICHAEL MCMANUS

SEE ID 282382
FEB 13 85 MEMO TO JIM ROSEBUSH FROM MIKE
MCMANUS - PER JIM ROSEBUSH FEB 14 85, REGRET

END OF DOCUMENT



ISIDENTTAL EVENIS

to commemorate his
lay

recognize the
1 year

cation Day 1984 (81st
roclamation

son why there was no
ated event was that it
ter the President's






II.

ITT.

Iv.

THZ WHITE HOUSE

e 8,00
LEADERS

MEETING WITH LUBAVITCH ORTHODOX JEWISH

. Y
DATE : October 22, 1982 [ (ﬂ@\u
’ 3 }i R
LOCATION: Oval Office i @Wﬂ Him
TIME: 2:50 p.m. = 2:55 p.m,

FROM: ELIZABETH H; DOLE{%BJ

To honor the 7th Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi Mehachem M. Schneerson,
on the occasion of his 80th year through receipt of a bound edition

of his recent letters to worldwider Jewry on the importance of educa-
tion and moral values.

PURPOSE

BACKGROUND

Orthodox Jews are the most supportive element of the Jewish community
and the Lubavitchers are the only ones to actively support all of
your domestic initiatives. Their spiritual leader, the Rebbe, is
celebrating his 80th birthday this year, which is an event of world-
wide acclaim. You wrote the Rebbe at the beginning of this special
year of celebration (letter attached). You also signed the National
Day of Reflection Proclamation (attached) which is a tribute to the
Rebbe, who is not able to travel and must remain in Brooklyn.

The Lubavitchers have 80 centers in 32 states and millions of
followers nationwide. Strong Lubavitcher supporters are Senators
Boschwitz & Thurmond and Chic Hecht of Nevada. The group avidly
supports your tuition tax credit, pro-life and prayer in school
stands and applaud your overall pro-family attitudes. Those
greeting you are emissaries representing their 80 U.S. centers.

PARTICIPANTS

Rabbi Abraham Shemtov, Executive Director, and five scientists,
educators and FRabbis.

PRESS PLAN

White House Photo only

SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

2:50 p.m. - You greet Rabbi Shemtov on his entering the Oval Office.
He, in turn, will introduce the others as they enter.

You pose with the group for a photo, while they present
the bound edition to you.
2:55 p.m. - Your guests thank you and take their leave.

Attachments: Talking Points/Présidential Letter/Proclamation



SUGGESTED TALKING POINTS

As you are aware, I am a fond admirer of the Rebbe (rebﬁ;é),
and I am delighted to have some of his writings for my library.

Thank you for this beautiful bound edition.

I recall with great pride my opportunity to sign the National

Day of Reflection proclamation in honor of the Rebbe last

April.

Please convey my personal best wishes to him in this very

special 80th year.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 2, 1982

Dear Rebbe:

Nancy and I are pleased to share in the joy and celebration which
surrounds your 80th birthday on this 1| Nissan. On behalf of all
Americans, we offer our most heartfelt congratulations.

You have so much of which to be proud. Since your first moments

in the United States in 1941, you have shared your personal gift

of universal understanding to the benefit of all. Time and again,

your love and spiritual guidance have brought hope and inspira- 5
tion to those confronted with despair. In bringing solace and :
comfort to the human spirit, you have helped to strengthen the
foundation of faith which is mankind's most vital asset. Your

life's work has been a response to that special calling few are
privileged to hear.

| am especially pleased to join members of Congress in proclaiming
a National Day of Reflection on your birthday. As | stated in the
Proclamation, your work "stands as a reminder to us all that
knowledge is an unworthy goal unless it is accompanied by moral
and spiritual wisdom and understanding." As with all great leaders,
you have given much more than you will ever receive.

God bless you today and always.

Sincerely, |

Rabbi Menachem M. Schneerson
l_ubavitch

170 Eastern Parkway

Brooklyn, New York 11213

e



THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release April 3, 1982

NATIONAL DAY OF REFLECTION

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
A PROCLAMATION ”

Amid the distractions and concerns of our daily existence,
it is appropriate that Americans pause to reflect upon the
ancient ethical principles and moral values which are the
foundation of our character as a nation.

We seek, and steadfastly pursue, the benefits of education.
But education must be more than factual enlightenment -- it
must enrich the character as well as the mind.

One shining example for people of all faiths of what
education ought to be is that provided by the Lubavitch movement,
headed by Rabbi Menachem Schneerson, a worldwide spiritual
leader who will celebrate his 80th birthday on April 4, 1982,

The Lubavitcher Rebbe's work stands as a reminder that
knowledge is an unworthy goal unless it is accompanied by
moral and spiritual wisdom and understanding. He has provided
a vivid example of the eternal validity of the Seven Noahide
Laws, a moral code for all of us regardless of religious faith.
May he go from strength to strength. '

In recognition of the Lubavitcher Rebbe's 80th birthday,
the Senate and the House of Representatives of the United
States in Congress assembled have issued House Joint
Resolution U447 to set aside April 4, 1982, as a "National
Day of Reflection."

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim April 4, 1982, as
National Day of Reflection. )

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this
3rd day of April, in the year of our Lord nineteen

hundred and eighty-two, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and sixth.

RONALD REAGAN

#  # # & i



Education Day, U.S.A., 1987

By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamation

Parents and educators recognize a sacred trust to help children learn about the
world in which we live, about all that has gone before, and about all that can
be. This trust includes teaching our children about the whole of civilization
and humanity’s quest for truth, so that they will learn the great lesson that
wisdom, love, decency, moral courage, and compassion, as well as technical
knowledge and sharpened skills, must be part of everyone's education and
everyone's lifework.

American history teaches this lesson well, and American culture, both its
weaknesses and its strengths, testifies to its importance. But this lesson needs
continual reinforcement. Because education i8 vital to our children and to the
future of all Americans, we do well to call attention to the unflagging efforts of
the many people who stress excellence and completeness in education. One of
them is the leader of the worldwide Lubavitch movement of Hasidic Judaism,
Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, whose 85th birthday falls on April 10.
The Lubavitch movement has fostered teaching of the ethical values that make
civilization possible and that enrich life for everyone. We can be most grateful
for all who seek to endow our children with the precious heritage that others
have built and preserved for us.

In recognition of Rabbi Schneerson’'s achievements and in celebration of his
85th birthday, the Congress, by House Joint Resolution 200, has designated
April 10, 1987, as “Education Day, U.S.A.”" and authorized and requested the
President to issue a proclamation in observance of this event.

NOW, THEREFORE, 1, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States of
America, do hereby proclaim Friday, April 10, 1987, as Education Day, U.S.A,,
and call upon the people of the United States, and in particular our teachers

and other educational leaders, to observe that day with appropriate ceremo-
nies and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this 9th day of April, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-seven, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and eleventh.
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ALFONSE M. D’AMATO
NEW YORK

-

NAnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

December 16, 1986

HAND DELIVERED

LuL“ f/’bm

The Honorable Donald P. Hodel
Secretary of the Interior
vepartment of the Interior
18th and C Street, N.W.

Room 6211

Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Secretary Hodel,

" I am concerned that the Department of the Interior has
chosen not to allow the placement of the National Menorah in
Lafayette Park during the appropriate season, especially
since it appears that the decision is based on a misreading

-0f the rule governing certain structures.

In fact, after reviewing the Final Rule that prohibits
certain structures in Lafayette Park, which was published in
the Federal Register of March 5, 1986, at pages 7556-7566, it
appears more consistent with past practice and in keeping
with the intent of the regulation to have the Menorah placed
in its traditional place. .

The purpose of the Rule was clearly stated in the
Preamble to the Rule. The Rule was intended to prohibit
signs and structures that had been causing blight in
Lafayette Park and affecting other uses of the Park by
remaining over long periods of time. The Menorah is not such
a structure and so it was properly not mentioned in the Rule
on the Preamble. The Menorah has been placed in the Park
every year since 1979, but only for the eight days of
Chanukah. It has not impinged on the aesthetics of the Park
or other uses of the Park. The Menorah's appearance is well
known by this time in Washington and throughout the country.
For example, the Washington Post shows a picture of the
Menorah to illustrate an article on the background of
Chanukah in the issue of December 1, 1986.



The Rule contains -a definition of the "structures" to be
prohibited that is very specific and in no way includes the
Menorah. In order to avoid a prohibition of "structures" in
the Park that was overly broad and therefore
unconstitutional, the Rule defined “"structures" by listing
categories of such structures and examples under these
categories, then adding a "catchall”™ category: "All such
similar types of property which might tend to harm park
resources including aesthetic interests. None of these
categories or examples can be associated with the Menorah.

If the Rule was somehow intended to prohibit not just the
structures described, but the Menorah as will, then the Rule
failed to give adequate public notice that this was the case.

Therefore, it seems that placing the Menorah in
Lafayette Park this year as in the past would not violate
this Rule which prohibits other types of structures in the
Park. Since the Menorah does not fall within the scope of
the Rule, then, strictly speaking, there is no need for a
specific exemption in the rule for the Menorah. However, a
specific exemption for the Menorah would be advisable in
order to dispell any question which may arise in future years
over the menorah. It is advisable, in fact, that an
exemption be drafted and included in the Rule prior to next
Chanukah to avoid future discord.

I am hopeful that a review by your counsel will concur
that a remedy is at hand to fulfill the expectations of
millions of devout members of the Jewish faith that
recognition of the ‘Chanukah season is deserved and merited.

Thank you for your desire to be heipful on this

important matter.
:i:ncerely, é:)

Alfonse M. D'Amato
United States Senator

AMD /mk

cc: gitch Daniels
Max Green
Rabbi Abraham Shemtov
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December 29, 1986

The President,
The White House,
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr,. Pfesident:

Our profound gratitude on behalf of the numerous
individuals from the public and private sectors who
partook in the various Menorah lighting ceremonies, as
well as the many thousands who enjoyed attending the
displays in the states of Missouri and Kansas.

Your public stance and proclamation on this issue
as well as kindred issues has paved the way for making
meaningful ceremonies and moral stands possible across
the length. and breadth of our great country,.

May the Almighty reward you and your dear wife
Nancy with many more happy and healthy years.

Respectfully.Yours,

o

Rauu¢ DIULOUM D, Wineber/g/

PEOPLE WITH A HEART SERVING THE HEART OF AMERICA WITH
*» CAMPUS OUTREACH ¢ ADULT EDUCATION ¢ PRE-SCHOOL ¢ SUMMER DAY CAMP
* RUSSIAN IMMIGRANTS ¢ STUDENT COUNSELLING ¢ MITZVAH CAMPAIGNS
e SHABBAT & HOLIDAY SERVICES ¢ JUDAIC LENDING LIBRARY ¢ CHAPLAINCY PROGRAMS
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

april 8, 1987

PHOTO OPPORTUNITY WITH AMERICAN FRIENDS OF LUBAVITCH

Date: April 9, 1987
Location: Oval Office
Time: 11:45 a.m.
From: Mari Maseng&j\
PURPOSE k

To give presidential recognition to Education Day U.S.A.

BACKGROUND

H.J. Res. 200 designates April 10, 1987 as Education Day
U.S.A. Education Day has been observed on the birthday of
the Lubavitcher Rebbe (spiritual leader) every year since
1978. Rabbi Scheerson heads the Lubavitch Hasidic sect of
Judaism, which is the largest Hasidic group in the world.
The Lubavitchers carry out education programs at more than
120 centers in 40 states, where they encourage adherence to
traditional Jewish law as it has been interpreted by their
Rebbe. The Lubavitcher movement has the support of many

prominent "Friends of Lubavitch,” including Senator Rudy
Boschwitz.

You have met with the Friends of Lubavitch on many
occasions, most recently on December 22, 1986, when they
presented you with a menorah in observance of Chanukah.
Also, in 1985 a Friends of Lubavitch group witnessed your

signing of a National Scroll of Honor for the Rebbe's
birthday.

PARTICIPANTS

Rabbi Abraham Shemtov, National Director, American Friends
of Lubavitch

Rabbi Shlomo Cunin, Director, West Coast operations

Rabbi Samuel Raichik, Emissary of Rebbe to West Coast

Rabbi Moshe Feller, Director, Minnesota operations;
Senator Rudy Boschwitz's rabbi

Rabbi Abraham Korf, Director, Florida operations

Rabbi Noson Gurary, Director, Upstate New York operations

Rabbi Shimon Lazaroff, Director, Texas operations

Rabbi Israel Deren, Director, Massachusetts operations

Rabbi Jacob Kranz, Director, Virginia and West Virginia

Rabbi Zalman Levertov, Director, Arizona Operations

Mari Maseng, Director, Office of Public Liaison
Max Green, Associate Director, Office of Public Liaison



SUGGESTED TALKING POINTS

-~ I am very happy to meet again with the Friends of Lubavitch

{LU-ba=vich].

-- The ethical teachings of the Lubavitcher Rebbe
[lu-BA-vich-er reb-BEE], based on the Seven Noahide [NOY=-ad]

Laws, have as much relevance today as they ever have.

-~ The elements upon which the Lubavitcher movement is based -
wisdom, understanding, and knowledge -~ are not just
desirable, they are necessary for the very survival of our

civilization.

-- Please convey my best wishes to the Rebbe on the occasion of

his 85th birthday (Friday, April 10th).

-- I wish you all a happy and healthy Passover holiday (begins

the evening of Monday, April 13th).



THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release April 9, 1987

EDUCATION DAY, U.S.A., 1987

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

Parents and educators recognize a sacred trust to help
children learn about the world in which we live, about all
that has gone before, and about all that can be. This trust
includes teaching our children about the whole of civilization
and humanity's quest for truth, so that they will learn the
great lesson that wisdom, love, decency, moral courage, and
compassion, as well as technical knowledge and sharpened
skills, must be rart of everyone's education and everyone's
lifework.

American history teart - this lesson well, and American

culture, both its weakn ! its strengths, testifies to
its importance. But this . :on needs continual reinforce-
ment. Because cducation is vital to our children and to the

future of all Americans, we do well to call attention to the
unflagging efforts of the many people who stress excellence
and completeness in education. One ~f them is the leader of
the worldwide Lubavitch movement of Hasidic Judaism,

Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, whose 85th birthday falls

on April 10. The Lubavitch movement has fostered teaching of
the ethical values that make civilization possible and that
enrich life for everyone. We can be most grateful for all who
seek to endow our children with the precious heritage that
others have built and preserved for us.

In recognition of Rabbi Schneerson's achievements and in
celebration of his 85th birthday, the Congress, by House Joint
Resolution 200, has designated April 10, 1987, as "Education
Day, U.S.A." and authorized and requested the President to
issue a proclamation in observance of this event.

NOwW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the
United States of America, do hereby proclaim Friday, April 10,
1887, as Education Day, U.S5.A., and call upon the people of
the United States, and in particular our teachers and other
educational leaders, to observe that day with appropriate
ceremonies and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this
ninth day of April, in the year of our Lord
nineteen hundred and eighty-seven, and of the Independence of
the United States of America the two hundred and eleventh.

RONALD REAGAN

¥



One Nondredth Congress of the Anited States of America

AT THE FIRST SESSION

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Tuesday, the sixth day of January,
one thousand nine hundred and eighty-seven

Foint Resolution

To designate April 10, 1987, as “‘Education Day U.S.A.”.

Whereas Congress recognizes the historical tradition of ethical
values and principles which are the basis of civilized society and
upon which our great Nation was founded;

Whereas these ethical values and principles have been the bedrock
of society from the dawn of civilization, when they were known as
the Seven Noahide laws;

Whereas without these ethical values and principles the edifice of
civilization stands in serious peril of returning to chaos;

Whereas society is profoundly concerned with the recent weakening
of these principles that has resulted in crises that beleaguer and
threaten the fabric of civilized society;

Whereas the justified preoccupation with these crises must not let
the citizens of this Nation lose sight of their responsibility to
transmit these historical ethical values from our distinguished
past to the generations of the future;

Whereas the Lubavitch movement has fostered and promoted these
ethical values and principles throughout the world;

Whereas Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, leader of the
Lubavitch movement, is universally respected and revered and his
eighty-fifth birthday falls on April 10, 1987;

Whereas in tribute to this great spiritual leader, “the rebbe” this,
his eighty-fifth year will be seen as the year of “turn and return”,
the year in which we turn to an education which will return the
world to the moral and ethnical values contained in the Seven
Noahide Laws; and

Whereas this will be reflected in an international scroll of honor
signed by the President of the United States and other heads of
state: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That April 10, 1987, the
birthday of Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, leader and head
of the worldwide Lubavitch movement, is designated as “Education
Day, U.S.A.”. The President is requested to issue a proclamation

[COPYX]



H.J. Res. 200—2

calling upon the people of the United States to observe such day

with appropriate ceremonies and activities. We also call on heads of rd

~—-- .State of the world to join our President in this tribute by sighing the
international scroll of honor which will be presented in their respec-

L]

tive countries this year of “celebration 85",

=,

.S){ake of the House of Representatives.

4

ey

President of the Senateﬁ@o Yen PoR e

APPROVED

APR 1 71987

s Ruage

[COPYX]
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United States Department of State 0J00

Washington, D.C. 20520

January 6, 1988

MEMORANDUM FOR COLIN L. POWELL
THE WHITE HOUSE

SUBJECT: State Department Assistance for World Tour of Rabbi
Abraham Shemtov

Paul Stevens requested last month that the Department
prepare a cable of introduction for Rabbi Abraham Shemtov,
asking U.S. Embassies to extend Shemtov appropriate courtesies
and assistance during his upcoming tour of 23 countries.
Shemtov is seeking the signatures of heads of state on a scroll
in honor of Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, leader of the
Lubawitch movement. The draft cable is attached for your
clearance at Tab A.

The Department has reviewed the text and legislative
history of Joint Resolution 300 and the subsequent Presidential
Proclamation designating April 10, 1987, as "Education Day,
U.S.A.," in honor of Rabbi Schneerson. We have found nothing
in the language or the legislative history of the measure
reguiring the Department's participation in the dissemination
of the scroll.

It would be appropriate for the Department to imply or
assume such a function only if the Department conclucded that it
would advance U.S. foreign policy interests. Assisting Rabbi
Shemtov with his efforts would not promote those interests, and
might even be detrimental to them. In this case, moreover,
official assistance to seek these signatures could be
inconsistent with the President's executive order on government
ethics, as reflected in Departmental regulations, Under these
reqgulations, employees must avoid action that wight result in
using public office for private gain or in "{[gliving
preferential treatment to any person."



Consistent with these guidelines, the Department regularly
refuses to engage in any activities which do not further
official purposes but instead promote private interests, even
those which can be characterized as "secular," "educational" or
"ethical." Rabbi Shemtov's activities might also be cast in
religious terms; the Department's assistance to his private
efforts could thereby raise constitutional issues relating to
the Establishment Clause of the FPirst Amendment.

The Department has deflected previous reqguests from
Senators Boschwitz and Specter for assistance with the
signature campaign. We continue to doubt the propriety of
extending such assistance. We are, however, willing to advise
embassies to extend to Rabbi Shemtov the courtesies and
assistance extended other visiting American citizens of
prominence,

A, , ' - ‘*‘X‘]Z

. Fs 414‘ B} e P Fl

Ce bt T AT
/ ,

Melvyn T.evitsky

Executive Secretary

Attachment:
As stated.



PROPOSED DRAFT CABLE CON SHEMTOV VISIT

SUBJECT: VISIT OF RABRI ABRAHAM SHEMTOV, DIRECTOR OF AMERICAN

FRIENDS OF LUBAVITCH

1. SUMMARY: RABBI ABRAHAM SHEMTOV WILL BE VISITING ADDRESSEE
POSTS IN AN EFFORT TO OBTAIN THE SIGNATURES OF HEADS COF STATE
FOR A SCROLL IN HONOR OF RABBI MENACHEM MENDEL SCHNEERSON,
LEADER CF THE LUBAVITCH MOVEMENT OF HASIDIC JUDAISM. POSTS ARFE
REQUESTED TO EXTEND RABRI SHEMTOV APPROPRIATFE COURTESIES RUT
SHOULD NOT INTERCEDE IN OFFICIAL CAPACITY WITH HOST COUNTRY

GOVERNMENTS TO PERSUADE THEM TO SIGN THE SCROLL. END SUMMARY.

2, THE LUBAVITCH MOVEMENT OF HASIDIC JUDAISM HAS BEEN ACTIVELY
SEEKING U,S. DOMESTIC AND FCREIGN RECOGNITION OF THE
ACHIEVEMENTS CF ITS LEADER, RABBI MENACHFM MENDEL SCHNEERSCN,
ON THE OCCASION OF HIS 85TH BIRTHFDAY, BOTH COMGRESS AND THE
PRESIDENT LAST YEAR TOCK ACTION DESTGNATING APRIL 10, 1987, AS
"EDUCATION DAY, U.S.A.," IN HONOR OF RABRI SCHNEERSON,
PRESIDENT REAGAN ALSO SIGNED AN "INTERNATIONAL SCROLL OF HONOR"
FOR THE LEADER, TO WHICH THE LUBAVITCHERS ARE SEEKING THE
SIGNATURES OF OTHER HEADS OF STATE. RABBI ABRAHAM SHEMTOV,
DIRECTOR OF THE AMERICAN FRIENDS QOF LUBAVITCH, WILL BE VISITING

23 COUNTRIES AS PART OF THIS EFFORT.



3. DEPARTMENT HAS DEFLECTED PREVIOUS REQUESTS BY SEMATORS
BOSCHWITZ AND SPECTER FOR OUR ASSISTANCE IN OBRTAINING
SIGNATURES FOR THE HCONOR SCROLL. WE HAVE CCNCLUDED THAT ACTIVE
INTERCESSION WITH FOREIGN GOVFRNMENTS TO SIGN THE SCROLL WOQULD
NOT ADVANCE U.S. FOREIGN POLICY INTERESTS. ABSENT SUCH
ADVANCEMENT, CFFICIAL ASSISTANCE TO THE SIGNATURE CAMPAIGN
COULD VIOLATE ETHICS REGULATIONS AGAINST PREFERENTIAL TREATMENT
FOR PRIVATE CITIZENS OR GROUPS. THE DEPARTMENT REGULARLY
REFUSES TO ENGAGE IN ACTIVITIES THAT PROMOTE PRIVATE INTERESTS,
EVEN THOSE WHICH CAN BE CHARACTERIZED AS SECULAR OR
EDUCATICNAL. RABRI SHEMTOV'S TOUR MIGHT ALSO BF CAST IN
RELIGIOUS TERMS. THE DEPARTMENT'S ASSISTANCE SHEMTOV'S PRIVATE
EFFORTS COULD THEREBY RAISE CONSTITUTIONAL ISSUES RELATING TO

THE ESTARLISHMENT CLAUSE OF THE FIRST AMENDMENT,

4., POSTS SHOULD NONETHELESS EXTEND SHEMTOV THE SAME CQURTESIES
AND ASSISTANCE ACCORDED OTHER VISITING AMERICAN CITIZENS OF
PROMINENCE, IN LIGHT OF THE HONOR CONFERRED ON RARBI SCHNEERSON

BY CONGRESS AND THE PRESIDENT.





