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January 22, 1986 

Donald A. Johnson. Co-Chairman 
West Central Ill. Bldg. and 
Construction Trades Council 
[309) 674-9243 

Jon Ziegele, Co-Chairman 
Keystone Steel & Wire Company 
(309) 697-7112 

Dale McNary. Sr., Treasurer 
Boilermakers Local 158 
(309) 673-3009 

John C. German, Secretary 
Central Illinois Light Company 
(309) 672-5232 

Al Fleischer, Sr. 
Fleischer-Seeger 
Construction Company 
5725 Manchester Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63110 

Dear Al, 

Address: PALM 
230 S. W. Adams 
Peoria, Illinois 61602 

P.O. BOX 5t5:, 
Peoria, IL Gl601 

I want to thank you for your participation in our conference last Tuesday. 
We have had nothing but rave reviews about the conference from everyone we 
have talked to. We are particularly happy with the response we have had 
from contractors and unions in the building trades, who came because of your 
involvement in our conference. 

The whole day was a tremendous success in every aspect. We have already re­
ceived many requests for the tapes of the event. Our media coverage of the 
event was also very good. This may, in fact, be the turning point which we 
were looking for in terms of labor. management relations in the Peoria ar.ea. 

Please send an invoice for your expenses incurred for the conference. 

Again, my very deepest thanks to you for the excellent job you did. We will 
b~ reaping th~ bP~efits fo~ ~any years to com~ from th~ s~cds that ~ere 
planted here on January 21st. 

Sincerely, 

David Koehler 
Executive Director 
PALM COUNCIL 

DK/jlk 



NATIONAL 
JEWISH 
COALITION 
415 2ND STREET NE · SUITE 100 
WASHINGTON DC 20002 
202-547-7701 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. Pref;ident: 

February 11, 1986 

On behalf of the National Jewish Coalition, I would like to 
express our deep appreciation of your exhaustive efforts in 
bringing about the release of Anatoly Scharansky. 

Mr. Scharansky is a symbol to all those who struggle for 
freedom in the face of Soviet repression. Your success in 
securing his freedom will provide great inspiration to those 
who strive for an end to Soviet oppression. We recognize and 
applaud your commitment to this goal, and support you in your 
determination to ensure that those who wish to live in freedom 
may be alloweid to do so. 

be: Max Green/ 

Sincerely, 

i1. u/i/lJri.'f;//v 
~ichard !/. tox 
National Chairman 



NATIONAL 
JEWISH 
COALITION 
415 2ND STREET NE· SUITE 100 
WASHINGTON DC 20002 
202-547-7701 

The Honorable George P. Shultz 
Secretary of State 
u.s. Department of state 
Washington, DC 20520 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

February 11, 1986 

On behalf of the National Jewish Coalition, I would like to 
express our deep appreciation of your exhaustive efforts in 
bringing about the release of Anatoly Scharansky. 

Mr. Sch.aransky is a symbol to all those who struggle for 
freedom in the face of Soviet repression. Your success in 
securing his freedom will provide great inspiration to those 
who strive for an end to soviet oppression. We recognize and 
applaud your commitment to this goal, and support you in your 
determinatic1n to ensure that those who wish to live in freedom 
may be allowed to do so. 

be : Max Gre1:'!n / 

J/4{/;;;tpzy 
~ichard J. Fox 
National Chairman 
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KPLC~lV 

March 4, 1986 

Mr. Alfred J. Fleischer 
President 
Fleischer Seeger Construction Company 
5725 Manchester Ave. 
St. Louis, Missouri 63110 

Dear Al: 

As I mentioned over the phone, I wanted to wait a little 
while before writing so I could say more than just "thanks." 
While the bulk of the work is still ahead of us, I'm happy 
to tell you at this time that a new organization is in the 
formation stages. Its proposed name is Southwest Louisiana 
"ABLE" ... acronym for Association of Business and Labor 
Excellence. Enclosed you will find a B&W copy of the logo. 

As you found apparent during your short visit, the local 
construction community mirrors the region's tendency toward 
fragmentation. Scattered ad-hoc committees which have 
endeavored to explore our local problems have without 
exception been closely held and secretive. The element of 
open shop has been approached in various ways, depending on 
the prevailing motives of the committee in questi9n. 

After long hours of discussions between many individuals 
following your visit, we have been able to arrange a 
"steering committee" of sorts representative of all the 
aforementioned groups. This steering committee will draw up 
a written document akin to PRIDE's Memorandum. A board of 
directors will then be chosen which will represent contractors, 
users, consulting engineers, architects, and both union & 
non-union labor. For this area's purposes, we will probably 
add a representative of the local financial community. 
Initially, it is my belief that Msgr. DeBlanc will need to 
serve as an impartial moderator. (Unfortunately, it appears 
we'll need an outsider to give the group some cohesion.) 
Msgr. DeBlanc will also provide the meeting place, support 
staff, etc. KPLC-TV will provide artwork, marketing assistance 
and promotional support. 



Page 2 

Rodney Duhon and the majority of his business agents realize 
that this organization cannot be for the purpose of 
resurrecting their organizations. ABLE will seek to deal 
with the .area's image and marketability ... to encourage 
existing and new firms to bring construction projects to 
Southwest Louisiana. Organized labor is generally willing 
to do whatever is necessary to make itself competitive. 
Its leaders are eager to play their (as-yet unplayed) "trump 
card." That is, the providing of venture capital or seed 
money to developers who will . in turn use union labor 
operating under the terms of the ABLE "Memorandum of 
Understanding." These union leaders believe ABLE could be 
the ideal vehicle to help channel some of these monies from 
their pension funds. The desired end result would be to 
allow organizE~d labor to achieve a competitive stance in 
local construction, and perhaps a new image for itself. 

God willing, someday the ABLE board will be able to devote 
its monthly meetings to light switches and boom boxes. But 
for the foreseeable future, I suspect they will be talking 
prospects, financing and pre-construction assurances. 

Again, thank you for taking the time to visit Lake Charles 
and say what the local folk could not or would not say. 
Also please extend our thanks to the · entire PRIDE organization 
for opening its doors to us. 

Keep us in your thoughts and prayers. The past week has 
brought some real hope in the form of a major new industrial 
prospect for Southwest Louisiana. ABLE can serve to help 
see this and future projects through to completion. 

Be~onal regards, 

James D. Serra 
Vice President & Asst. General Mgr. 
KPLC-TV 

enc: check, logo, photographs 



COMMENTARY D 
SECTION 

JOYCE STARR 
·The chairnum or l"lat, Gianni 

Agnelli, has stated : 
"Whether one supports the 
strategic goals of SDI is im-

material !othc fact that one program 
presents ... industry with the oppor­
tuni ty to participate in what could 
become the greatest research and 
development program of the dec­

Hitching Israel's wa 
ade." 

Mr. Agncll i's point has not been 
lost on Is rael. So great are the mili­
tary threats to Israel and so signifi­
cant arc potential Strategic Defense 
Initiative benefits that if President 
Reagan's SDI did not exist, the state 
of Israel could well have found itself 
lobbying for creation of such a pro­

The National Unity Government, ~ 
under the leadership of Prime Min- 9J cP 
isler Shimon Peres, can be credited • 
with turning the tide. In the last • ~ ~ 
quarter of 1985, the inflation rate . ""-
dropped to about 12 percent, with __) 
projections of 20 to 30 percent for Q 
1986. A wage and price freeze has <c-.. ~ ),0 
been in effect for more than a year, , " 
foreign reserves have been used lo 0 
pay off debt principal and still show 

gram. 
President Reagan's invitation to 

Israel to participate in SDI was 

a slight increase, and the budget has ~ 
been slashed by almost $I billion. Is- 1 
raeJ·s trade deficit in 1985 shrank by 
25 percent. 

unanimously accepted by its Cabi- These improvements could, 
net several weeks ago, with support however, be eroded once 
from both sides of the political spec- wage and price -controls are 
trum. The imminent gm·ernment-to- finally lifted or with the expected 
government memorandum will cata- change or government leadership in 
pult this small nation into the space October. Moreover, the security 
age and into the technological rev- costs have been considerable. 
olution of the late 20th century. Most Israel's defense ministry has 
important, Israel's involvement in absorbed the heaviest burden. 
the Strategic Defense Initiative f '!raining hours for pilots and crucial 
could become the vital margin, the defense personnel have been slashed 
sine q11<1 non, of its survival. to the bone. Military officers, like 

The reasons arc hoth economic I other government employees, have 
and strategic. They are closely tied. suffered almost a 25 percent real­
In 1984 Israel faced a strategic eco- \term cut in salary over the last year, 
nomic crisis. Inflation was above 400 leading to contentious rivalries, 
percent. Wages and prices were spi- l ea,ly retirement oi talented oifi-
ralmg m'.t or control,_ ~nd foreign r~- cers, and signs of ~e.neral disen• 
serves " ere at a cnt1cal low. Israels chantmcnt with a military career, 
external deht exceeded $7,000 per hitherto the "glamor" occupation in 
capita - one of th~ highest i~ _the lsrael. 
world - ~nnual debt servicing ( ··Jsrael can no longer afford to 
amoun_tcd to .ll percent of the debt, maintain the 600-plane air force that 
and highly . v'?lat1le foreign l~ns has given it strategic advantage over 
~tood a_t $7 lnlhnn. ~or the first time I the last two decades. Plans for pro• 
m its history, Israels credit _stand mg duction of 300 Lavie aircraft, an in-
o_n the world market was bcmg ques- digenous supersonic alternative to 
tloned. . . . . foreign weapon systems like the 

Few lsrnchs would admit It, least F-16, will likely be scrapped before 
?fall the poh11cal leaders, but a ma- year's end, even though almost $1 
Jor confrontation with the Arab billion has already been invested in 
states.'" 1984 could well have eroded the program. Top Israeli Air Force 
lsracl_s financial suuat1on to the officials admit publicly that Israel 
breaking pomt. cannot afford the production funds 

required for what is now estimated 

Jo_vcc R. Starr i.s the director of the, 
Near Ea.st l'roiram aft lie Center Jnr 
Stmtegic ,md lnt<"m<Jtiunal Studies/ 
Georgerown llnr\1t·r~ity. 

by some American officials as at 
least a $16 billion program. 

Even more serious is the new stra­
tegic threat facing Israel, princi­
pally from Syria. In 1983 and 1984 

<I 
<I 

~ 

0 0 

on to a star 
Syria received approximately 24 
SS-21 surface-to-surface ballistic 
missiles from the Soviet Union. In 
addition, FROG and SCUD missiles 
have long been in the arsenals of 
Syria, Egypt, end other Arab coun­
tries. But their lack of precision in 
hitting a specific target, combined 
with Israel's ability for massive re­
taliation against urban and military 
installations, made their threat a mi­
nor one. 

Such is not the case with the 
SS-21. By contrast, with its 120-
kilometer range and low circular er­
ror probable (miss distance), the 
SS-21 is a formidable weapon. It has 
a cluster-bomb warhead and 
chemical warfare potential. The 
SS-21 can do crippling physical and 
psychological damage to population 
centers like Toi Aviv and can disable 
key military installations, a factor 
that Israel cannot ignore, especially 
when response time is measured in 
seconds, not minutes. 

for Israel, therefore, SDJ could 
t>e the new "manna," both for its de­
fense apparatus and its economic in­
frastructure. Participation in SDI 
will bring to Israel: 

1. The opportunity to team with 
the United States and its European 
allies in the technological effort to 
create de.fensive systems against 
shorter-range tactical ballistic mis­
siles, where none today exist. By it­
self, Israel lacks the funds to develop 
defenses against such attacks, and 
constraints on its defense budget are 
certain to accelerate in the coming 
years. 

2. The chance to share irt U.S. re­
search end development monies for 
defense technology, where the gov­
ernment of Israel is no longer in a 
position to meet the country's most 
basic requirements. 

The infusion of even $50 million to 
SIOO million from SDI subcontracts 
or reaming relations with U.S. corpo­
rations may be small by American 
standards, but it portends enormous 
dividends for Israeli high technol­
ogy and defense firms, mosl of 
v.rhnm nrP rlo.::nPrntnl11 .,n,.1,; ...... 1>11-,-,, 

funding and the rationale for keep­
ing engineers and scientists fully 
employed. The industrial spinoffs 
would also be tremendous. 

Israel is the world's leader in per­
centage of the population engaged in 
research and development. It is also 
an important exporting nation, with 
exports at approximately $12 bill ion 
and 40 percent of this from the in­
dustrial sector. 

However, this qualitative edge is 
• in jeopardy. With increasing cuts in 

educational programs and the lure 
of overseas employment for its tech­
nical specialists at salaries three to 
five times their current earnings, Is­
rael rests uneasily. 

For the United States, the political 
and economic incentives for involv­
ing Israel in SDI are also substantial. 
Even to Israel's most ardent support­
ers, the days of wine and roses on 
Capitol Hill are coming to an end. 
Cramm-Rudman-Hollings- and Is­
rael's "offer" to return almost $ 130 
million of military assistance and 
emergency aid funds advanced in 
the fall of 1985-wereonly the early 
signs of a cooling of emotions. In the 
1987 fiscal budget, U.S aid to Israel 
remained fixed at $.3 biiiion, a 
defacto decrease for the first time 
since U.S. assistance to Israel began 
in 1973. 

A congressional plan to reduce 
interest obligalions on lsra· 
el 's $10 billion debt to the 

United States from 12 to 5 percent. 
thereby saving it billions of dollars 
over the next few years, was with· 
drawn several weeks ago. If the 
Uniled Stales intends that Israel re­
main a strategic ally capable of de­
fending itself, the emphasis of our 
support must shift toward Israel's 
economic growth and her techno­
logical advancement . 

Thus, irrespective of whether the 
creation of a total nuclear shield is 
indeed feasible, the administration's 
$30 billion to $SO billion commit• 
ment to the research and develop­
ment phase of SDI could prove one 
of the main avenues for Israel's sur-
.. , .... , ,.,. ,I • . . - · · - - ~ , , . , 
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SECURITY AFFAIRS 
1411 K STREET, N.W. • SUITE 1002 • WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005 • (202) 347-5425 

AMERICA,·ISRAEL & SDI 
b~· Charles n Brooks 

f.d. /\'ore: Mr. Brooks is Outreach Direr• 
ror for 1ht' ,\'arional J,,..,ish Coalition and 
liaison Ofjict'r ro rhe J,,..,ish Communiry 
for Hifh Frontier. 

The arguments for the urgent necessity 
of deploying non-nuclear multi-tiered 
dcfensi ve v.capon systems in an effor1 lo 
prevent the spectre of a nuclear holocaust 
have been eloquently argued in public me­
dia b)' scho!n,~. military experu and scicn· 
tis ts on numerous occasions. The political, 
strategic. fiscal and moral case has and will 
continue to be made for the Strategic 
Defense Initiative· (SDI). However, few 
analyses ha\'e centered on how this histor• 
ic reformulation of American defense poli­
cy will affect the 18 allies invited to 
participate in the project. In particular, one 
ally has more to gain and contribute than 
any other nation. Israel. 

For Israel. the historical challenge has 
and will continue to be ensuring self­
sun·iva!. The geopolitical nature of the 
Middle East and the xenophobic nature of 
fanatical Arabs sworn to the destruction of 
brzrcl neces~itatcs a detcrminc:1.1, bul ecu~ 

nomically costly vigilance. There arc ter­
rorists who engage in suicide car bombings 
and nations who send 12-ycar-olds to bat•1 
tie and would no doubt use nuclear 
v.capons at the earliest oppor1Unity against 
Israel. It is illogical and dangerously naive 
10 assume 1ha1 retaliatory policy would 
serve as a deterrence if these nations o 
,groups ever obtained nuclear weaponry. 

The Thmit 
In 1981, when Israeli intelligence disco­

vered 1hat the Iraqis were on rhc verge of 
c:onstructing nuclear weapons, they made 
21 decision to launch a preemptive attack on 
The weapons producing facility. the world 
condemned the surgical strike. but less than 
two years later failc:d to condemn the Ira; 
qis on their use of poison gas against Iran. 
What would have prevented the Iraqis from 
deploying nuclear -.capons if the reactor 
had not been destroyed? 

Already vastly oulnumbered, Israel will 
have difficulty in future years maintaining 
the qualitative advantage over the Arabs. 
The Strategic Defense Initiative will help 
enable them to counter Arab procurement 
of sophisticated weaponry. 

DON'T GET 
PERS-ENGULFED 

AGAlN 
Low oil prices are a boon today and a threat for tomorrow. Today, they induce 

increased economic activitv and lower innation. Tomorrow they will lead to in­
creasing dependence on th~ vulnerable supplies from the Persian Gulf. The U.S. 
has five to ten years to prevent a replay of the oil- shocb of the 1970s. 

The strategies arc clear: adopt policies that will decrease U.S. imports and that 
will increase exploration and development of oil resources in those paru of the 
world both outside the: Persian Gulf and where oil is less expensive and more plen• 
tiful than v.ithin the continental United States. 

The difficulty is that these strategics have to work in an environment of low 
oil prices. 

A ten dollar oil tariff would limit U.S. consumption and maintain U.S. produc­
tion. thereby maintaining impom at appro1.imately today's level of 4.5 million 
barrels per day. If an equivalent tax were placed on domestic production, U.S. 
production would decrease and imports would rise to approximately 7.5 million 
barrels per day. If there were no tariff and domestic oil sold at the current world 
pnce, imporu in five to ten years are likely to increase to 12 million barrels per day. 

In approximately the same time frame, world demand will increase to such a 
le,·el as to consume OPEC's excess capacity 10 produce. Therefore, the U.S. may 
v.cll iind tt.5clf in the same position as in the 1970s. no excess capacity in the world, 
peak t: .S. 1mporu and OPEC in the catbird's scat - again. 

In addition to the tariff. the U.S. could use its market power to aid countries 
"11h unde,elopcd resources• such as Mexico, Argentina, West Africa and Nor­
v.a~ • to otnain the funds needed for drilling even in a weak oil market. Once 
•~sured of a pomon of the U.S. market, developmental drilling can be financed. 
In this v.-a~. the C.S. could maintain the proliferation of international suppliers 
• outside of OPEC. Production in non-OPEC countries has led to the current oil 
glut. 

Al v. hat level of impor1s is there an unwanted economic dependence on a dan­
gerous pan of the world' Previous oil shocks occurred at the 8-million barrel/day 
impon level. A forward looking energy policy could prevent a recurrence of Ptrs• 
engulfment. 

Israel is confronted with a far more im· 
mediau: threat - Soviet installed SS21 mis­
siles in Syria capable of delivering nuclear 
warheads at Tel Aviv and Jerusalem. Israel 
would have only minutes of reaction time 
and pay a total price if S)'ria w,:,rc 10 equip 
the SS21s for a random strike. General 
Daniel C-·1ham (USA. Rct.) a former 
Director of the ~nse Intelligence Agcnl)' 
end a founder of High Frontier (the con­
ceptual project from which SOI arose) has 
nmed that one c:,f the first technologies 10 

emerge from SDI research may well be 
anti-tactical balliuic missiles. Such 
v.capons coµld allow Israel to defend itself 
against Syria's Soviet ,upplied ballistic mis­
siles without having to rely on the increas­
ingly unreliable deterrent of retaliation. 

Avram Schweitzer, an Israeli journalist 
with "Ha'Amz" newspaper aptly described 
how Israeli defenses could benefit by be­
ing directly involved with the development 
of SDI technologies. "A system that can 
make out, identify, home-in-on. and des­
iroy an object less than 100 feet long. mov­
ing at near Mach-I speed al a dist3nce of 
10.000 miles. is essentially a S}-,;tem. rhe ap­
plication or which could do to the fool sold· 
ier, 1he artillery piece, the tank or the 
helicopter what its space-progenitor is sup­
posed to do 10 strategic missiles. To be in 
on this kind of irchnology ... could mean the 
purchase of peace for lsrnel, or more 
realistically, the imposition, by non­
aggressive means, of a permanent state of 
non-belligerence along its borders." 

The Potmtlal 
Israel will derive more than national 

security benefits from its participation in 
SDI. Israeli Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
called SDI, "A new dimension in the tech· 
nological, scientific and strategic 
spheres .. .It is like joining a !IN' ern. Im­
agine if Columbus had invited an Israeli 10 

join his ship. I, for one, would have' sup• 
por1ed this invitation, no matter what he 
was going to discover." 

Indeed, no one really is quite certain of 
what we will discover. America landed a 
man on the moon in less than seven icars: 
10 years earlier the fear was beyond the wil­
dest imagination of all but an _intrepid few. 
Israel's industrial future will be greatly en­
hanced by being at the forefront of this 
technological revolution. Technological 
spinoffs could lead to production of new 
computer systems. energy sources, com­
munication devices. medicines and thou­
sands of consumer products. Moreover, 
SDI will heap research funds upon the 
troubled uni,crsities and will =italize the 
Israeli scientific community. Israeli 
defense-related indumics will rccei\'e 
lucrative contracts and strategic and eco­
nomic cooperation between Israel and the 
United Stares will be strengthened. 

For lhe drained Israeli economy, SDI 
will mean new jobs and te\'cnue. Chase 
Econometric Group revealed that for cv• 
cry billion dollars invested in space tech­
nology, over 800,000 new jobs arc created. 

rhe innation rate reduced~- two percent. 
and the GNP increased !>)· SD billion. 
Tadiran. In~ .. an Israeli military elec1r0n· 
ic, corporat10n. has already had discus• 
sions with American SDI officials at,out 
potential contract\ for future projects. 

hncrs Capability 
America ,muld also be the recipient of 

numerous benefits from Israeli invohcmcnt 
in SDI. especially in the area of research 
and de-clopment. Israel is a stable alh that 
has already worked closely with the A~ri­
can milirary.lindusrrial comple,. 

Israel's high stale of tcehnological and 
scientific capability can be utilized in SDI 
research. The IDF has demonstrated an un­
forscen mastery O\'er command. control 
and communication (C3) hi,· downing O\'er 
80 Syrian jet fighters with no losses dur• 
ing the Lctianon confiicL Their e~pcr1ise 
in banle-tested technologies .. ould im• 
mense!y enhan,:e de-~lopment of .,.,,apc,n 
system~. In addition. ~cause of the precar­
ious nature of the Middle East. the Israe­
lis cannot afford to have long research and 
development time spans before ""aponry 
is operational. Israeli involvement can 
ser.·e 10 catal)'ze the entire SDI prOj!ram 

by accelerating rhe pace of the cffon . 
Fur1hermore. U.S. technological secrets 

are often s:tfer with Israel than with our Eu­
n~an aflic-~. The fc.racli inrcUigen"e Jen·• 
ices arc so competent that former chief of 
Air force Intelligence Gen. Gcoric F. Ktt­
pn (USAF. Rrt.) has remarked that lsme\i 
has been •urth fi,·e CIAs to the U.S. be­
cause of its inrelligence-gathering capabil ­
ity and transfer of data on the performance 
of Soviet weaponry. This has included the 
din,cr rransfer c,f caprun,d Soviet """pon,. 

SDI constitutes a revolution nor only in 
defensive stntegy. but = into a new 
world of technology mat may amc\iora~ 
many of the -.'()r!d's problems. In a nuclear 
world, it is not good enough to he moral I) 
ri11ht. America and Israel must also be 
strong. The Strategic Defense Initiative can 
help ensure that Jews v. ill llC\cr ha..-e 10 en­
dure another Holocausl end could lead 10 
a world where close democratic allies can 
allocate their erfons to socio-economic en­
dea\'OTS ins1cad of preparations for v.·ar and 
defense. For America and hracl. SDI is 
another @iant leap for mankind. 

Inside This Issue 

• The Oil Glut is not 
Forc\'cr 

• Reforming Through 
Reorganization 

• From Central Asia to 
Afghanistan 

• Moral Equivalence 
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Formal bilateral agreements have 
been signed between the U.S., Ger­
many and Britain ·which will begin 
the process of SDI technology 
exchange. Japan is likely to follow 
suit, and other Allies in regions of 
political instability see SDI as the k,ey 
to their defense and their future. 

With SDI the U.S. will be in a bet­
ter position to come to the aid of its 
Allies. In tum, these Allies can use 
SDI to help themselves. One such 
example is Israel. 

The Israeli government has 
expressed a keen interest in 
advanced missile defenses. The 
coalition cabinet of Prime Minist,er 
Shimon Peres voted unanimously 
to participate in the U.S. SDI pro­
gram. Their concern? They lack the 
means to protect themselves ade­
quately against Syrian SS-21 short 
range ballistic missiles. 

The military balance in the Middle 
East has been radically altered by the 
introduction of highly accurate Soviet­
made missiles. This increased accu­
racy permits the use of convention.al 
explosives to destroy targets (wit:h 
minimal collateral damage to sur­
rounding structures) where for­
merly only nuclear devices would 
have to be used to assure destruction 
of a specific target. 

Israel's air force, reknowned for its 
prowess in the skies, could have its 
most formidable weapon-its fighter 
aircraft -destroyed on the tarmac. 
Mobilization centers, so vital due to 
Israel's heavy reliance upon reserv­
ists in times of crises, are equally 
prone to a decapitating surgical strike. 
The net result is that Israel must pre­
emptively strike enemy missile pens 
if it appears an attack is imminent. 

As Israel leads the world in the 
percentage of people employed in 
research and development (R&D), its 
contribution to SDI could be sub-

Israel Needs SDI! 

SOVIET SS-21 MISSILES 
IN SYRIA CAN REACH 

ISRAEL'S SOIL IN LESS 
THAN 10 MINUTES 

The military balance in the Middle Ef1st has been radically 
altered by the introduction of highly accurate Soviet-made 
missiles. 

stantial. Gen. Abrahamson, who is 
responsible for the U.S. SDI effort, 
believes Israel is "a leader in indus­
trial technology." 

Abrahamson said that "rail guns" 
(which use a charged particle field 
to give projectiles a very high rate 
of acceleration) with tank-mounted 
capabilities and countermeasures, 
are a type of technology which looks 
the most promising. He believes it 
may be only a few years before this 
technology is sufficiently advanced 
to begin deployment of anti-missile 
point defenses. Developments in 
lasers and electronics would com­
plement advances in "rail gun" 
technology. 

Due to their own economic prob­
lems, however, the Israelis lack the 
financial reserves to underwrite 
research and development on their 

own. And because of Gramm-Rud­
man budget cuts they cannot expect 
the kind of financial assistance pre­
viously granted by the U.S. Award­
ing contracts to Israel's defense 
industries would have a multiplier 
effect upon their own economy and 
also reward the U.S. with techno­
logical advances applicable to North, 
American SDI requirements. 

The Israelis have already come up 
with a dozen good ideas for SDI 
research, Abrahamson said, includ­
ing electronics, countermeasures, 
lasers and holography. 

High Frontier believes that as the 
traditional friends of Israel realize the 
importance of SDI, they will rally to 
our cause to ensure that the Defense 
budget outlays requested by the 
President are granted by Congress. 

........ 
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SDI':s Importance for Israel 
DANIEL 0. GRAHAM 

0 n April 8, 1985, Israeli Prime_ Minister Shi~on 
Peres, speakmg to the Israeli army magazme 
Bama/zane said: 

Star Wars is not just another United States strategic 
move. It is a new dimension in the technological, scien­
tific and strategic spheres ... a departure from earth 
a_nd a journey to a world with completely new cond1-
uons. 

Imagine if Columbus had invi1ed an Israeli to join his 
ship. I for one, would have accepted his invitation, no 
matter what he was going to discover. 

But of course President Reagan's Strategic Defense 
Initiative has implications for the whole world. During 
the continuing debate it has generated opponents and 
advocates have focused their arguments either on the 
program's technical feasibility or on its implications for 
the U.S./Soviet strategic balance. Very little has been 
heard of the program's implications for Third World 
nations, including those in the Middle East. 

This is unfortunate. For in the day-to-day conduct of 
international relations, the real importance of the nu­
clear balance - and the effect on that balance of U.S. 
ballistic missile defenses - is its effect on the ability of 
the superpowers to extend either domination or securi­
ty in the Third World. 

To understand this more fully. we must first under­
stand why the Soviet Union attaches such great impor­
tance to the achievemem and maintenance of strategic 
superiority. The Soviets tend not to view superiority at 
the strategic level as something to be used directly in a 
nuclear first strike against the U.S. Rather, they believe 
that Soviet nuclear superiority has the indirect effect of 
making the United States more circumspect with re­
gard to such Soviet policies as support for "National 
Liberation Movements" in the Third World. 

Behind this Soviet view lies the rationale that an 
American attempt to stand in the way of the Soviets at 
low levels of conflict carries with it a risk that the conf1ict 
will escalate. Since the Soviets are strategically superior. 
they believe that they will be better able to cope with that 
escalation than will the Americans. As a result, the Sovi­
ets conclude, in order to avoid such an escalation, the 
Americans will avoid challenging Soviet policy in the 
first place. 

The possibility of another Arab-Israeli war similar to 
the 19i:l Yorn Kippur War illustrates how such a sce­
nario might unfold. In the midst of that war the Soviets 
m.1de several threatening gestures. including the 
airlifting of the headquarters of two airborne di\'isions 
to Damascus and the dispatch of several ships -- possi­
blv carrying radioactive cargoes - to Egvpt. The 
L:nited States responded to those Sm·iet 1110,·es hv rais­
ing its level of rnilitarv alert. This .-\meric1n mo\'e. 
ha.eked by L' .S. strategic· strength . co111·inced the So\'iets 
to back down. 

DA'.\'IEL 0. CRAilA~l l.\jo,mdao111tdu t'tlm {i/ Httli Fwnlln, a 111m­

pro/ U rdu<rliw1wl mta111~ltw>1. flt pret•wu.1(,; ,,.,,,1•d <II /ll1tttm 11/ 1hr Dr­

/nue lntrl/JJ{t'11fl' .-\gn1n mu/ a.I [),,put,· /)1rrrtm of tht> <:!.-\ 

But this incident took place in 1973. when the United 
States still enjoyed rough parity with the Soviets in stra­
tegic systems. Since then. the Soviets have added_ thou­
sands of new, highly accurate warheads to their 1~ven• 
tory and have dramatically increased the capacity of 
their civil and air defenses. As a result, the Soviets may 
now possess the capacity to launch a first st_rike against 
U.S. land-based strategic forces and to survive t_he kmd 
of uncoordinated response that might - or might not 
- follow. 

Under these new conditions it is not at all clear that a 
U.S. military alert of the sort raised in 1973 would bring 
about Soviet compliance with American wishes. In­
stead, it might only bring about a similar Soviet alert.. Al 

that point an American President would have w ~ec1de 
whether the United States should fight a war 11 chd not 
choose, and might well lose, or allow the destruction of 
an allv whose demise would be a serious blow to, but not 
necessarily the end of. the United States itself. Given 
this choice. the United States might well opt for the lat­
ter. Moreover, this possibility increases with every day 
that Soviet offensive power and defensive capabili_ties 
continue to grow and the United States remams offen-
sively inferior and naked to nuclear attack. . 

Should ballistic missile defenses of the sort envisaged 
by SDI be deployed to defend America, this situation 
would change. The United States would not _ha'.e to 
fear intimidation at the hands of the Soviet U mon s su­
perior offensive forces , and its active and passive de­
fenses . As a result , the United States would be far more 
able - and therefore far more willing - to act in de­
fense of its allies and far more willing to stand in the way 
of Soviet policy when it threatens their security. T~ p_ut 
it simply. a defended Americ~ is more likely to a,d its 
allies than a vulnerable :\menca. 

Another reason why SDI is of great value to U.S. allies 
lies in the specific systems that the effort will proclt~ce. 
Not onlv Israel. but also our European and l'aofic al hes, 
Ii\'<: umler the threat or S,)\'iet or Sm iet-suppli,?d tactic­
al b.illisti<: missiles sud, as the SS-'.? I.-'.?:! . and -2:1. Tlwsc 
offensin'. weapons are espccialll threatening 10 Israel. 
which lies nnl)· a short distance from ,uch potential mis­
sile bases as Damascus. 

One of the first technolo){ies likd, w emerge from 
SDI research is that needed for :11Hi-tarticd h,dlistic mis­
siles. These we.1pons " ·011ld enable hrad :lCtualll· to de­
fend itself against this th reat rather than simph to at­
tempt to deter it b,· threat of retaliati,rn. This is espt·cial­
lv important in the :-.tiddk East. pnpul:necl ,1s it is with 
extremist states whose leaders ma,· not be deterred In 
threat of retaliation. 

SD[ offers new horirnns to the l"nited St.Hes .i nd its 
allies. Its scientific pmn1ise alone 1,ould dc111.1nd our 
conunitmcnt. Bue irs in1ponan<.·e ro our isecurit\· ,uHt tn 
the securitv of the free world demands th.It we purrnc it 
wir h full rigor-no lll ,lltt'r "·hat 1,·e m,l\· disco\'er. ■ 

• • 
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Israeli SDI Participation Benefits U.S. and Israel 
In March 1983, President 

Reagan formally announced a 
pioneering defensive strategy 
predicated on the notion that it is 
better to save lives than 
avenge them. The president's 
plan, called the Strategic De­
fensive Initiative (SDI), was de­
signed to repJace the doctrine 
of MutualJy Assured Destruction 
(MAD), a dangerously obso-
lete and immoral doctrine of 
holding civilian population 
centers hostage to nuclear 
attack. 

In Israel, a nation faced with 
the ultimate challenge of ensur­
ing self-survival, the presi-
dent's vision and the invitation to 
U.S. allies to participate were 
met with great interest. After pre­
liminary discussions, Israeli 
Defense Minister Yitzhak Rabin. 
fonnally responded to the 
American invitation agreeing "in 
principle" to pa.'1:icipate in t.'le 
initial research and dfvelopment 

Charles Brooks is the out­
reach direct.or for the National 
Jewish Coalition in Washing­
ton, D. C., and also serves as a 
liaison for High Frontier t.o the 
Jewish community. He was edu­
cated at DePauw University in 
Indiana, The Hague Academr of 
International Law and holds a 
master's in inremational rela­
tions from the University of 
Chicago. 

phases of the SDI program. 
The strategic, economic and 

political implications of Israeli in­
volvement in SDI are signifi-
cant. The most immediate benefit 
to Israel will be the develop-
ment of missile interception tech­
nologies. The invitation sent to 
the allies specifically states that 
the program will "examine 
technologies with potential 
against shorter-range ballistic 
missiles,'' and anti tactical missile 
technologies are likely to be 
among the first to be developed. 

The use of surface-to-sur-
face missiles against major cities 
in the Iran-Iraq war has alerted 
the Israeli defense establishment 
to the urgent need for such 
technologies. Syria, Israel's fore­
most adversary, has already 
deployed highly accurate and le­
thal SS-21 missiles capable of 
reaching Israeli population cen­
ters; air bases, storage depots 
and other vital facilities. 

Gen. Dan Graham, USA 
(Ret.), founder and director of 
High Frontier, the organiza-
tion from which many of the con­
cepts for SDI arose, has noted 
these implications for Israeli de­
fense planning. Obtaining de­
fenses against SS-2 ls, he said, 
"would enable Israel actually 
to defend itself ... rather than 
simplydeterattackbythreat 
of retaliation." 

While the threat of retalia­
tion h11s SNVM lsrat>I well in t.he 

past, this option may no longer 
be effective in light of the chang­
ing realities of modern warfare 
and the increasingly fanatical 
character of Israel's enemies. 
Such threats are unlikely to deter 
enemies whose scant regard 
for human life is reflected in sui­
cide bombings in Lebanon and 
the UBe of poison gas in the Gulf 
war. To guard against the 
growing ballistic missile threat, 
Israel must move beyond de- . 
terrence to develop a defense 
against missile attacks if she is 
rosumve, . ·-·· 

In a paper presented in testi-
mony before the Senate Anned 
Services Committee, W. Seth 
Carus, a militaiy analyst for the 
American-Israel Public Affairs 
Committee (AIP AC), called atten­
tion to Israel's growing vulner­
ability to missile attack. Carns 
pointed out that by 1990 Arab 
armies will possess large num­
bers of surface-to-surface mis­
siles anned with sophisticated 
warheads. As the Arab inven-
!Qrv of SS-21 missiles grows, !i!! 
noted,amissileattackonvital 
Israeli installations would leave 
the country dangerously vul­
nerable. In addition, he wrote, • 
existing technologies alone 
would be insufficient to defend 
against such attacks, even if Is­
rael knew of them in advance. 

Dr. Robert O'Neil, director 
of the London-based Internation­
al Institute for Strategic Stud-

ies, has also pointed out the in­
herent benefits of bra.ell 
participation in SDI. O"Neil be­
lieves that Israel's involvement 
will allow Israel to remain abreast 
of the technologies central to a 
tactical missile defense. 

Avram Schweitzer, a journalist 
with Israel's respected Ha'Aretz 
newspaper, · perhaps best de­
scribes the benefits of SDI inter­
ception technologies: 

"To be in on this kind of tech­
,nology ... could mean the pur­
chase of peace for Israel, or more 
realistically, the imposition, by 
non-aggressive means, of a per­
manent state of non-belligerence 
along its borders." 

Besides the utilization of missile 
interception technologies, Israel 
will also benefit in other ways 
from participation in SDI. Israel's 
industrial future will be greatly en­
hanced by being at the forefront 
of the SDI technological revolu­
tion while spinoffs could include 
new computer systems, energy 
sources, communication devices, 
medicines and consumer prod­
uct..s. Research funds from SDI will 
help revitalize the universities and 
the Israeli scientific community. 

SDI cooperation will be of qiti­
cal importance to the Israel de­
fense industrial base that will oth­
erwise be subject to foreign aid 
cutbacks generated by the 
Gramm-Rud.man-Hollings deficit 
reduction bill. In particular, SDI 
will provide jobs and revenues to 
defense-related industries who 
have already been forced to cut 
back on research and develop­
ment activities because of lack of 
funds. 

America will also benefit from 

$2.00 

Israeli involvement in SDI. Israel 
high state of technological an 
scientific capability can be utiliu 
in SDI research. The Israeli D 
fense Forces demonstrated an w 
foreseen mastery over comman, 
control and communications t 
downing more than 80 Syrian j, 
fighters with no losses during tl: 
recent Lebanon conflict. Their e: 
pertise in battle-tested techno 
ogies would immensely enhanc 
development of weapon systerru 
In addition, the Israelis are know: 
for their rapid tum-around time 
from research and development ti 
making weaponry operational. 15 
raeli involvement can serve to cat 
alyze the entire SDI program b: 
accelerating the pace of the effort 

Israel's acceptance of Reagan's 
invitation to participate in SD 
should yield invaluable dividend! 
particularly in the critical area o. 
development of ballistic missile 
interception technologies. Unablt 
to match the quantitative advan­
tage in weaponry aecumulated h) 

her numerous adversaries, Israefi 
involvement in SDI should enable 
her to maintain a qualitative edge 
necessary for survival. 

Israel can only be part of this 
strategic, technological, economic 
and political revolution if SDI is 
funded and promoted by Con­
gress. With the help of Israel's 
friends in America, SDI may prove 
to be the most important • 
ever undertaken by the two allies. 
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·Israeli participation in SDI expected to help both sides 
By Warren Strobel 
tttl'~TONT!UlS 

lsr:,cli participmilr.l in the R~· 
cm administration"s St~ De­
fcn,;ive lniti.iti,"t, ,..ill help both Is· 
racl e:td the procram, but it isnl 
c!C!lr how the Middle E.:,st nmicn 
will fare in wiMina SDI con1rac1s. 

P:irticipation in the mul!ib1!lion­
dollar rcsc,rch pro;:ram would ful­
f 111 scv,,ral Israeli i:o:,ls . lrs prime 
goal appears ID be construction of 11 
defense acainst Soviet SS-2 l mis­
s1ks st:i.tioncd in Syrt:i.. Such a de­
f cnsc is one of the first tcchnolot:ics 
e,cpcctcd from the SDI prouram. 

l'anicil"'tion also wuuld keep (.. 
raet 111 the v:incuard of warf1gh1inc 
1echnolo11y nnd would help cement 
its allmnce with the United St111.-,. 

or advan1:1cc, to the Umted S1:11c, 
is lsrt1el"s unl")rnlleled research and 
de,·ctc,pmcnt track record. 

l"alhni: :ii>!":, proi,·ct nf i:reat in­
tr-ri:st tn rhl' future of the wc,rld anJ 

..... 

the Free World," Israeli D<"fense 
Minister Yit~l-.ak ll.lbin. alone with 
Defense Secretary Caspar Wcm­
berc er, on May 6 sis::ned an 
agreement outlinini: Israel's partici­
pation in rhe procram. 

1h:hnoloi;icall}·. "we hoth ran aJd 
to each other," s,ud E=nucl /\. \\'111-
ston, 11 Chie:,::o-bascd expert on l\l1d­
dk East affairs. 

"Israel h:is the :,d,·:intai:c of hem~ 
involved in D \"Cr)' expL·nsn·L· t)'pc of 
rcscnrch which lht,• I lsr:icl I m,~ht 
not otherwise he able ro afford;· Mr. 
\\'in.sron ~id ... Tht·y 1-:ivc as i:noJ as 
they i:ct."' 

Small in numlwr, l>ut hi1:hl>· acru­
ratc, the Sonet SS-11 m 1ss11<.·s tn 
Syna could dcstrcl)· lsral'i1 m,lirarr 
control ccntt•rs :md a1rftclJs almo~I 
without wan1inr. . No defense .1)!.linst 
them c,: i~t:i.. Slmtlar mis!\dt.•s 
lhrl·atcn U.S. n11il·s i11 Europe. 

"It ISl>ll sam1•ly durnn:11,·, , .. h.,r 
l!-.r;1l'I Ol~'Ll!i nwst, \\hh:h 1~ q,11,.:k 
n.•sp,,11-.L' l tml•,"' sond ,Juy1,.'l' :-;t ;u-r. d1 

«·cror of Near East studies 111 
Gcorc::town Univcn,ity's Center for 
Str:nccic nnd tntcnutiun.:il Studies. 
She calil•d rhc missiles .. not only a 
h1ch prioritr thre:1t for lsr:,cl, but 
the h1i;hest priority threat. .. 

Israeli officials helic.,.·e that more 
.1Jvanccd SS-2J missiles soon will be 
on th~ir w.:1}' to Syr,a, she ~aid. 

~tiss Starr. wht1 last month led a 
dc.·k1;ation of 2-l U.S. contr:u;tors to 

~E\\S ANALYSIS 
J:.;r;1d in talk s cn.•1.htcJ with p.3\'in!i 
th1.· war for 1h1.· ~1)1 ;:1i,:n:1."ml•nt, s.aiJ 
Jsrach Pnmc.• Al11ush:r Shimon 
l'l·r,:s ··was nut pniltdr sup-rortivc. 
he wa!I u1tt."nlr .inl! l'nthusza~h"111}' 
suppuru,·c" uf thl.' !\l>I concept . 

"\\'h\.•th,:r Uh .. '\' wouhl ha\'c mm·l•tl 
a,; 4aiddy ,,·nh,;u, till' dtn•ct thn-at 
of lh\.' S!"i-~1s and ,,·11hot1t l't.' l'l'~ - I 
su.-.p1.• .. ·f th;1t lh11"'L' \\Tl'l' thL" two 
(11'111\\.9 l')1,.•flh.'llh," :-hl' s;uJ. 

• 

lsrncl, a tiny nation surrounded 
by often-hosulc Arab states. foccs 
\\-capons arrayed :igainst rt that ha\'C 
been made in countries :,cross lire 
globe. Mr. Winston said. 

.. The mi!t of weapons :;ystcms is :m 
cxtraordin.ir;·. Israel has ro h:i,·c . . . 
almost a surrealisllc :,ppro:ich to de­
fense." he said. 

llca,·ily dependent on technolo~i­
c,i! experts. lsr:,cl excels in the de-

vclopmcnt of l:,scrs, compukr 
softwarl" :m<l pmpul~wn Nystt•ms. l t 
nut-r,crfnrms rhe llnircd Srar,·s in 
sut:h 1.h."\·clopmcnt tcchnoltrgll'S as 
remote!)' p1l11tcd ,-.:hidc•s. 

l'rop<>nMllS of lsradi p:irticip:1• 
lion in Sl)f said it cou!J sc.-r,-c 10 c:1ta­
ly1.c the pn~ram, tu further l'.S. 
mms :111d tn holstrr lsrad 's s;,1:1:mi.: 
c-.:-nno-m\'. 

"1"r111i1 th,· l1.S. ,aan,11,cuu1. 11's 

i:ood lo ha\'e an>·l>od)' support SDI." 
said skeptic 1',•ter Stares , a 
llrookinr:s Institution an:ilpt . 
"from lsr:,cl's puutt of view. I'm not 
sure flow much the;· can hope ro i;a:n 
from it. 

''The lsr~iclis :-l'C it nwrc ..1s n way 
of i:enini: a h.indl,• on the rcchnoloi:)' 
in lhc U.S.," he :<aid. 

Ot,sl•rvt.•rs ~1}' tlw f:-,; raeti dccisi1,n 
is unlikely in it~cff tu cn;ix ~uppurt 
fn,m U.S.allu,sin Europe, where the 
.SOI prn~r:im n.·m.,in~ controversial . 

(;rl-at Uritam ;mJ \\· .. ~st <;crm.anr 
ntso h.ivc ai:n.'l.·tl tn p;1rt 1"·1p:1lL' 111 
Sill. lllcssetl with i;rcalcr ,•xp<'r 
h .. ·n1..--c in hand•Jing the l'cnt;tJ.!Otl and 
U.S. iAdUStl'}". th,·r hurh !11.1\' ha\'l' .in 
c<l1!C whtm If ,.:umcs tu hu!JmJ: fur 
lut:r~tivc n.~~l·ardJ cnntr.u:ts anti 
~11l1\."1mt r oh.·t s. 

Th1..• l\\l't t.·umHrll ·-. "an· mnr1.• fo . 
miltar with lhl· pl.i~ 1.·rs," :\t 1,s S1arr 
s;11J. "It 's 1:m11:: ft) 1~1kt· a J!ft:at \ k ;tl 

11f work and fulluw·11p b)· llw hral·· 
Ji-.. if lh,'\· ·n.- n•~11Jy , 1,•nuu, . •• 

-.. 

"They [lsnicl) basic;,ll>· need to 
i:et their acr together and i:et o,·cr 
here .md start dealing w11h conrrac­
tor s ," soid Charles Brooks. 
spokesman for the c,mscn:ati,·e N:i­
l1onal Jewish Coalition. 

" It'll he touch, of course;· sa id on 
Israeli Embassy spokcsman. "But 
that's the name nf the i:ame." 

TI1crc arc ether dr.:iwh3cks. 
"The most scrious str:uei:ic impli­

c:itilm fur Israel of P<,1n1cipation in 
SDI is its possible effect on Su,·icl 
glllhal mil11:iry plannini: in the fu­
lun• ... Don'" GoJJ, a rcscard\l"r at Tel 
1\\' i\' Unin:rs1ty'.!C Jaffe Center for 
Strafl•gic StuJu.·s, wrott:' in a Dc­
,-.:mt>,·r 1~1!5 paper. "Israel could h,•­
c..·umc a s1i:nific:,3m Snvu:t nudc:1r 
tan.:c..•t:· 

~nd Atiss !ltarr: ''Thc~e long, 
1nnr: t1.·rm majnrqu,:~tion marksarl' 
1ntpurtant , hut don't h.:1\'t• l'IIOUJ:h 
w,·1J!hl tu Wt·1r~h 111 a1:a1nst la"in1: ad ­
\';mt ;ti!l' uf llw ~h11rt ran1~L' opr~irt11 • 
11111l•-." 

.. 
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Exilied Nicaraguan Jewish 
Leaders Rap Sandinistas 

The National ~Jewish Coalition 
today hosted a press conference 
at ~nich six members of the exil­
ed Nicaraguan Je~ish communi­
tv spoke of th!'ir expecieoce-=: 
under the anti-Semjtjc policies or 
the Sandinista regime. 

In a prepared statement, Mr. 
Fred Lurt. a !Rumanian-born 
businessman and former sec­
retary of the Je\\~Sh community 
in :--;'icaragua. told reporters that 
a 11 but a few members of the com­
munity had fled the countrv 
"because of fears for our pe~­
sonal safety. This fear was 
stimulated by the fire-bombing of 
our synagogue by the Sandinistas 
and graffiti on t~1e walls of our 
businesses warning us that after 
their take-over w•~ will suffer at 
their hands th•! 'Sandinista 
justice.' 

SANDINISTA GUNMEN 
Mrs. Sarita Kellerman, a 

Nicaraguan-born member of the 
community spoke of harrassment 
she had experienced at the hands 
of Sandinista gunmen. "You in 
America have no idea how it feels 
when people with machine guns 
come to your home and search it 
without a warrant." 

Washington 
Confidential 

Sandinista revolution. 
She told of how, at age 70, he 

was forced to sweep the streets. 
"There were no charges against 
him," she said. "The only reason 
this happened was because he 
was a Jew." 

Mr. Oscar Kellerman, a former 
Nicaraguan businessman · who 
escaped from the Nazis. set the 
record straight about the San­
dinista bombing of the Synagogue 
in Managua . He contradicted 
Rabbi Brickner's claim· that the 
firebomb was thrown on the 

Mrs. Kellerman also told of lawn. 
graffiti which said "Jews go Kellerman stated that the San­
home" and "What Hitler started dinistas firebombed the door to 
we will finish ." Mrs. Kellerman. the Synagogue which was the on­
responding to assertions that ly exit. He said that flames 
there had been no anti-Semitism engulfed the door and started to 
in Nicaragua asked: "If that is catch on the walls. When the 
not being against the Jews, what members attempted to escape. 
is?" Mrs. Kellerman also criticiz- Sandinista gunmen threatened to 
ed Jews, such as Rabbi Balfour shoot them if they didn't go back 
Brickner, who have denied the into the bwlding. Mr. Kellerman 
reality of Jewish persecution in also provided a terrifying ac­
Nicaragua. She told reporters count on how the Sandinistas 
that if the Rabbi had been con- tried to set fire to his car while he 
cerned a bout the Jews in was inside it. 
Nicaragua. he would have gone to RABBI BRICKSER 
the leaders of the Jewish com- Mr. Kellerman expressed 
munity for testimony and rather disbelief that Rabbi Brickner 
than to Sandinista leader Tomas could choose sides with the San-
Borge. . -dinistas and noted that when 
ARREST A!\0 OF.TENTION Jews are oppressed, they usually 

Mrs. Elena Pata ky Gorn. look out for each other. Keller­
daughter-in-law of Abraham man also noted that Today in 
Gorn, the former president of the Nicaragua , Protestants and 
Jewish community, told of Mr. Catholics are being persecuted. 
Gorn's arrest and detention "They onlv started with the 
without _charge shortly after the Jews." 
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JEWl:SM TE1-eeRAPH AGENCY 
DIFFERING VIEWS OF SANDINISTAS' Luft said only two or three members of the 
ATTITUDE TOWARD JEWS AND ISRAEL Jewish "congregation• arc still in Nicaragua. "The 
By David Friedman and Judith Kohn rest of our small community (about 50 families) 

left the country because of fears for our personal 

WASHINGTON, April 14 (JTA) -- Seven Jews 
who fled Nicaragua when the Sandinistas came to 
power maintained Monday that the Sandinista 
regi'me is not only anti-Israel, but anti-Semitic. 

But a leading Jewish critic of President 
Reagan's policy of oppo:sition to the Sandinista 
government, Rabbi Balfou.r Brickner of the Steph­
e? Wisc Free Synagogue .in New York City, con­
tinued to deny both chargc:s. 

"Unfortunately, many individuals who oppose 
the President's policy in Central America, have 
repeatedly attempted to distort the fact of San­
dinista state-induced anti-Semitism,"• Fred Luft, 
for mer secretary of the Nicraguan Jewish com­
munity, said at a Capitol Hill press conf ere nee. 

He singled out Brick:ner as did others at the 
press conference sponsored by the National Jewish 
Coalition, which has been: gathering Jewish sup·­
port for Reaian's proposal to provide $100 million 
to the anti-Sandinista Contras. 

Those who deny Sandinista anti-Semitism 
"have chosen to take the: word of Nicaraguan 
Prc~ident Da_nicl Ortega, who understandably 
denies allcgat1on of' anti-Sc:mitism rather than the 

• word of Jews who actually lived in Nic:uagua and 
were forced to f'lcc,■ Chris Gersten the Coali• 

• t • , 
tion s executive director, said. 

About the same time as the press conference 
was being held, Brickner was taking part in a 
rally at the Capitol by "Quest for Peace• a 
coalition of religious groups opposed to aid• for 
the Contras. 

The Jews of Nicaragua "didn't leave because 
they were persecuted as Jews. They fled Nicar­
agua because they were supporters or· (ousted 

President Anastasio) Somo.:a," Brickner told the 
Jewish Telegraphic Agency following the rally. He 
and several Christian Jead1:rs had led some I 00 
people in a sym belie prc:sen tat ion of med ica I 
supp~ies that ~New Quest" was preparing to send · 
to Nicaragua in order to match any aid approved 
by Congress for the Contras. 

The Nicaraguan Jews denied that thev had 
' been supporters of the Somoza regime. ·1 • have 

nev_er had anything to do with any government," 
: Sarita Kellerman, a native-born Nicaraguan, said. 

"I was dedicated to my business and to my child-

ren." Cir-eula+iot\: -
100 NewtpApu1;, 
iaoo indiv_iduolle, . 
LltA,Fronu, 5i:,uth AFrie,c; 
Peru, i:erael • . 

safety," he said. 
"This fear was stimulated by the fire bomb­

ing of our synagogue by the Sandinistas while we 
were worshipping inside, by repeated telephone 
threats and graffiti on the walls of our business­
es, warning us. that after their take over we will 
suffer at their hands the 'Sandinista Justice•; 
Luft said. The graffiti said 'Zionism, Judaism and 
Somozism are all the same thing'," 

Asked about the firebombing, Brickner 
snapped, "I don't want to argue that. It's a dumb, 
stupid argument because nobody really knows 
what happened. I suggest to you that what hap­
pened is different than what they report." At the 
same time, however, Brickner stressed that neith• 
er Reagan nor any of the supporters of aid for 
the Contras, have evidence "of any ongoing anti­
Semitism expressed by the present government of 
'1icaragua to Jews or against Jews from 1979 to 
1986." 

At the Coalition's press conference, Oscar 
Kellerman said he fled after the 1979 Sandinista 
takeover when he was warned as a U.S. citizen by 
the -U.S. Embassy that it would not be able to 

·protect him. He said he was told he was in es-
pecial danger because of his "f'aith." 

Sarita Kellerman said she returned later but 
was ostracized and was constantly harassed and 
threatened. She said there was graffiti on her 
home, business and the synagogue saying, "what 
Hitler started we will finish." 

Oscar Kellerman said . he was in the syna­
gogue when it was firebombed, setting the door 
aflame. When he and ·others tried to get outside 
they were met by seven or eight masked men who 
warned them to go back inside or be shot. They · 
eventually were able to get the fire out, Keller­
man said. The Jews also stressed the closeness of 
the Sandinistas with the Palestine Liberation 
Organization, a theme that has been stressed 
repeatedly in the Administration's campaign for 
Contra aid. 

Brickner, however, was insistent that the 
Sandinistas are neither anti-Semitic nor hostile to 
Israel, in spite of their ties with the PLO. stress­
ing instead Nicaragua's "concern" over alleged 
Israeli aid to the Contras. Israel has denied 
supplying the Contras with aid. To bolster his 
argument, Brickner drew out a letter he received 
this month from Nicaraguan Foreign Minister 
Miguel D'Escoto. 

"We are neither anti-Semitic nor anti-Israel· 
the Sandinista leader declared in the letter. •w'e 
firmly believe that Israel has a right to eitist just 
as we . believe that Palestinians deserve a home­
land." 
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Nicaraguan Jews brand Sandinistas anti-S~mitic, anti-Israel 
WASHl:-;GTON IJTA)-Seven 

Ju.-s, who ned Nicaragua when 
the Sandinistas .came to power, 

. maintaintd '.\londay that the San-
• dinista regime is not only anti-Is­
rael but anti-Semitic. 

But a !tading Jewish critic of 
President Reagan's policy of oppo­
~1tion to the Sandinista govern­
ment, Rabbi Balfour Brickner, of 
the Su,phen Wise Free Synagogue 
in ~1:w York City, continued to 
deny both charges. 

··cr.fortur.atdy, many individ­
ual,; who oppo~e the president's 
p,-,!icy in ('t-r.tral America have re­
r,t-att-dly a:tt:rr.pted to distort the 
fact <,f Sar.cir.iota 5tate-induced 
.. r:t:-.::iem.:1,m." 1-'n:d Luft, formi:r 
--e<'retar: ,.: the '.\icaraguan Ji:w-

ish community, said at a Capitol 
Hill press conference. 

He singltd out Brickner, as did 
hers at the ress conference 

SJ!Qnsortd by t e ahona ew1s 
Coalition. It has been seeking Jew-
ic:-1.. .,. •• r. ............. I' ..... b,..,,n ........ 1~ n .. ..-.in.l\,.G"ll,t 

~~·e;o-:..1re· s 1 oo ~ifo~ .. ~ lh;'fntt: 
Sandinista contras. 

Those who deny Sandinista anti­
Semitism whave chosen to take the 
word of Nicaraguan President 
Daniel Ortega, who understand­
ably denies allegations of anti­
Semitism, rather than the word of 
Jews who actually lived in Nicara­
gua and were forced to nee," Chris 
Gersten, the coalition's executive 
director, said. 

• 
About the same time the press 

conference was being held, 
Brickner was taking part in a rally 
at the Capitol by "Quest for Peace," 
a coalition of religious groups op­
posed to aid for the contras 

The Jews of ;'l;icaragua "didn't 
ka\'C lx,cause they were perst:cut­
t-d as Jews. They lled Nicaragua 
bt:cause they were supporters of 
tousted President Anastasiol So­
moza," Brickner said following the 
rally. He and several Christian 
leaders had ltd some 100 people in 
a symbolic presentation of medical 
supplies that "l\ew Quest" was 
preparing to send to l\icaragua to 
match any aid approved by Con­
gress for the contras. 

The Nicaraguan Jews denied 
that they had been supporters of 
the Somoza regime. 

"I ha\·e never had anything to do 

C,ireulation: 108,000 

with any government," Mn. Sarita 
Kellerman, a native Nicaraguan, 
said. "I was dedicated to my busi­
ness and to my children." 
• "Oh, baloney, that's just a damn 
lie," Brickner, who visited Nicara-
m1!:I. 111ftor 111lmn4:.t All nfth• ■Ynar.11 ro.. 

~aining Jewish community had 
left, said of the usertion by Nica­
raguan Jews that they had not 
been involved in politics under the 
Somoza regime. 

Luft said only two or three mem­
bers of the Jewish "congregation 
are 1till in Nicaragua. The rest or 
our small community (about 50 
families) left the country because 
of fears for our personal safety," he 
said. 

"This fear was stimulated by the 
fire-bombing of our synagogue by 
the Sandinistas whi!::: wi: w1:re 
wnrchiping inside, by repeated 
telephone threats and graffiti on 
the walls of our businesses, warn­
ing us that after their takeover we 
will suffer at their hands the 'San­
dinista Justice,'" Luft said. "The 
graffiti said 'Zionism, Judaism and 
Somozaism are all the same 
thing.'" 

Asked about the fire-bombing, 
• Brickner 1mapped: "l don't want to 

argue that. It's a dumb, &tupid ar­
gument becau&e nobody really 
knows what happened. I suggest to 
you that what happened is differ­
ent than what they report." 

At the same time, however, 
Brickner stressed that neither 
Reagan nor any of the supporters 
of aid for the contras has evidence 
"of'any ongoing anti-Semitism ex-

pressed by the praent government 
of Nicaragua to Jews or against 
Jews from 1979 to 1986." 

At the coalition's preaa confer• 
ence, Oscar Kellerman aaid he fled 
dkr the 1979 Sandini&ta takeover 
when he WI.IUI wanu,d •-" • 11.~ . .-iti. 

zen by the U.S. embassy that it 
would not be able to protect him. 
He said he was told he was in elipe­
cial dan&er becawie of his "fajth." 

• 
Mrs. Kellerman said she Te• 

turned later but was ostracized and 
was constantly harasaed and 
threatened. She aaid there was 
graffiti on her home, business and 
the srnagogue saying: wWhat Hit­
ler &tarted we will finish." 

Kellerman aaid he was in the 
•vnagogue when it was fire­
bombc:!, setting the door aflame. 
When he and others tried to get 
outside, they were met by seven or 
eight masked men who warned 
them to go back inside or be shot. 
They eventually were able to get 
the fire out, Kellerman &aid. 

The Jews also stressed the close­
ness of the Sandinii;tas with the 
Palestine Liberation Organization, 
a theme that has been &tressed re­
peatedly in the administration's 
campaign for contra aid. 

Brickner, howe\·er, was insistent 
that the Sandinistas are neither 
anti-Semitic nor hostile to Israel, 
in ,pite of their ties "'ith the PLO, 
&tressing in&tead Nicaragua'a "con­
cern" over alleged Israeli aid to the 
contras. Israel has denied &upply­
ing the cont_ras with aid. 

To bol ■ ter hia argument 
Brickner drew out a letter he re: 
ceived thia mo11tb from Nicara­
guan Foreign Miniater Miguel 
D'Escoto. 

"\Ve are neither anti-Semitic nor 
__ ,._: •---1 • £-L r,. s~ • • ~ 
......... , aca, UJ11 ilaDWrusta leader 
dee~ in the letter. wwe firmly 
be!1e~e that larael has a right to 
exist JUSt as we believe that Pales­
tinians deserve a homeland." 

Kellerman maintained it was be­
cause of the close PLO-Sandinista 
ties that no busine&Ses owned by 
Arabs in Nicaragua had been ron­
fi&eattd. 

Kurt Preiss, who had t11.·o tan­
nery factories confiscated despite 
court rulings that the confiscation 
was illegal, said vrhile businesses 
of Somoza allies vi-ere seiztd, this 
was not why his and other Je,..ish 
businesses were taken. 

The 11.icaraguan Je111,·s did not ar­
gue directly in &upport of contra 
aid. "We want 'a democratic gov­
ernment" in Nicaragua. Kellerman 
&aid. •·we want freedom of speech; 
we want freedom of religion; we 
want freedom of mo,·ement." 

Mrs. Kellerman expressed sur­
prise that Nicaraguan Jews had 
not received more support from 
American Jews. "We are one peo­
ple, and therefore 'll'e have one des­
tiny. We grow up here or in Nica­
ragua or in Africa,w she said. 

~what happens to a Jew in anv 
place of the 111,·orld is bound to hap­
pen to every Jew any place in the 
world if you let it happen," she 
stressed. 
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Jews are split over aid to the contras 
WASHINGTON (JTA) - The­

debate among Jews over aid to the 
contras in Nicaragua escalated here 
this week as seven Jews who fled 
Nicaragua when the Sandinistas 
came to power said in a news 
conference Monday that the Sandi­
nista regime is anti-Israel and anti­
semitic. 

"Unfortunately, many individuals 
who oppose the president's policy in 
Central America ha\·e repeatedly 
allempted to distort the fact of 
Sandinista state-induced anti-Semi­
tism,'~ Fred Luft, former secretary 
of the: Nicaraguan Jewish communi­
ty, said at a Capitol Hill news 
conference sponsored by the Nauon­
al Jewish Coaht1on, 

The coalition, a largely Republican 
organization, has been gathering 
Jcwi~h support for Reagan 's propos­
al 10 provide S 100 million to the anti­
Sandinista rebel forces, known a~ the 

contras. 
Luft singled out Rabbi Balfour 

Brickner as one of those who have" 
attempted to deny that government­
sponsored anti-Semitism exists in 
Nica ra~ua. Brick ncr, who is religious 
leader of the Stephen Wise Free 
Synagogue in New York, is an 
outspoken critic of President Rea­
gan's policy in Nicaragua. 

At almost the same time as the 
National Jewish Coalition news con­
ference was taking place, Brickner 
was participating in a rally at the 
Capitol by "Quest for Peace," a 
coalition of religious groups opposed 
to aid for the contras. 

He later said in an interview that 
the Jews of Nicaragua "didn't leave 
because they were persecuted as 
Jews . They ned Nicaragua because 
they were supporters of I ousted 
President Anastasio) Somoza. ' 

1 l l 
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World-National 
Send support letter to U.S. Congress 

Jewish coalition lobbies/or help/01" Contras 
By 

DAVID FRIEDMAN 

W ASlflNGTON(JT A)-
N ineteen prominent 

American Jews have sign­
ed a letter 10 members of 
Congress urging suppon of 
President Reagan's rcquesl 
of S 100 million in aid to the 
Nicaraguan rebels, known 
as Contras. 

The letter which was scnl 
10 legislators last week 
shortly before ihe House 
VOied ni-2 IO to reJeCI 
Reagan's request, was 
organized by lhe Nauonal 

Jewish Coalition. The let­
ter cited "the growing 
threat 10 U.S. strategic 
interests in Central 
America" from the San­
d inisla government- in 
Nicaragua. 

"Our concern is height­
ened by the increasing 
Soviet-supplied arsenal be­
ing accumulated by the 
Sandinista government in 
Nicaragua and the San­

_dinistas' willingness to 
expon this weaponry to 
anti-democratic forces 
throuJhout Latin Ame• 
•ica," the lener said. 

A spokesman for the Na• 
lional Jewish Coalition said 
the leuer was iCnt to 200 
senators and congressmen 
who were either undecided 
or opposed 10 the aid. 

"We watched with dis­
may as Nicaragua's Jewish 
community suffered under 
Sandinista rule" until most 
had fled the country by 
198 I , lhc letter said. 

"Prominent among the 
Sandinistas' allies arc the 
PLO's Vasser Arafat and 
Libya's Qaddafi," the let­
ter said. 

The lener charged that 

Circulation: 

"the anti-semitism in 
Nicaragua is a reflection of 
lhc rcprcuion inherent in 
the Marxist-Leninist iOCie­
ly the Sandanista's seek 10 
cmblish. Funhcnnorc, lhc 
Sandinislas' lies to Libya 
and the PW cumpli(y the 
iupport that the Managua 
regime gives to lhe world's 
lerrorist groups." 

The signatories messed 
that "we support a nego­
tiated seulement to this 
conflict. But we recognize 
that, at this time, unless the 
United States aids the 
democratic forces, the San-

dinislas will continue to 
resist the es1abishmca1 in 
Nicaragua of a pluralistic:, 
democratic society." 

Among those signing the 
ICllcr were: Max Fisher. of 
Dctroil, Morris Abram, 
cha.innan of the National 
Conference on Soviet 
Jewry; Julius Bcnnan and 
Jack S1ein, both fonncr 
chairmen of the Con­
ference of Presidents of 
Major American Jewish 
Organizations; Richard 
Fox, chairman of the Na­
tional Jewish Coalition; 
Rabbi Joshua Haberman of 
the Washington Hebrew 
Congregation and Rabbi 
Stanley Rabinowitz of 
Adas Israel Congregation, 
both of Washington. 

Also: Han Hasten, prcsi-
• dent of Hcrut Zionists of 
America; George Klein 
and Gordon Zacks, both 
co-chairmen of the Na­
tional Jewish Coalition; 
Ivan Novick, chairman of 
the board of the Zionist 
Organization of America, 
and Rabbi Morris Sherer. 
Agudath Israel of America. 

• • • 
NEW YORK (JT A) -

The Anti-Defamation 

Wl!\JC of B'nai A'rirh nin. - - - - --- - ---· --r 
ports President Reagan's 
charge of virulent anti­
semitism practices by the 
Nicaraguan government. 

The ADL publidled a 
.. white paper" describing 
the Sandinista persecution 
of Nicaraguan Jews,' in­
cluding the firebombing of 
lhe Managua synagogue, 
death lhrcalS and harass­
ment and expropriation of' 
property which led to the 
exodus of virtually the en• 
tire Jewish community of 
Nicaragua. • 

Abraham Foxmari, 
AOL's associate national 
director and head of its in­
ternational affairs division, 
said the white paper was 
being made public "to set 
the record straight, to 
answer published denials 
about the Sandinistas' treat• 
ment of the Jews." 

Rabbi Balfour Brickner 
of the Stephen Wisc Free 
Synagogue here was 
quoted in The New York· 
Times as saying that he 
visited Nicaragua twice 
since the Sandinislas took 
power and that he found no 
signs of tnli-scmitism and 

~rc~u,i,u• • ..,.;_.,. aL.­r...,;·----••-•• •6MI■■•• lllllliii, 

Jews. He claimed that the 
few Jews in the country 
before lhe 1979 rcvotu1ion 
that overthrew Anastasio 
Somoza Dabayle were 
linked IO lhc deposed presi­
dent and left the couniry on 
their own free will. 

President Reagan, in a 
·recent specd1 on television, 
charged that Managua's 
only synagogue had been 

• "desecrated and firebomb­
ed" and that the entire 
Jewish communi1y had 
been "forced 10 flee 
Nicaragua." 

The ADL's white paper, 
• in supporting the Presi­
dent's charges, said that the 
Sandinista persecution of 
Jews look place agains1 a 
background of unremitting 
hostility to lsrael and long­
standing alliances wilil the 
Palestinian Liberalion 

·Organization and other 
anti-lsracti terrorist groups. 

The ADL said it based 
iu information on testi­
mony from Nicaraguan ex­
iles, on disclosures from an 
ex-Sandinista informant 
and on the investigations 
carried out by 1he agency 
during the last five years. 
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Natlonal Nows Briefs ___ _ 
Prominent Jewish Republicans Urge Contra Aid 

WASHINGTON - l'{ineteen prominent American Jews, all of whom have c1ose 
ties to the Republican Party, have signed a letter to members of Congress urging 
support of President Reagan's reqt1cst of $100 million in aid to the Nicaraguan 
Contras. 

The letter, which was sent to legislators shortly before the House on Thursday 
voted 222-210 to reject Reagan's request, was organized by the National Je~jsh 
Coalition. ... • 

"Our concern is heightened by the increasing Soviet-supplied arsenal being 
accumulated by the Sandinista government of Nicaragua and the Sandinistas' 
willingness to export this weaponry w anti-democratic forces throughout Latin 
America,"the letter said. 

A sppkesman for the National Jewish Coalition said the letter was sent to 
about 200 Senators and Congressmen who were either undecided or opposed to 
the aid. 

The letter charged that "the anti-Semitism in Nicaragua is a reflection of the 
repression inherent in the Marxist-Leninist society the Sandinistas seek to 
establish. Furthermore, the Sllndinistas' ties to Libya and the PLO exemplify 
the support that the Managua regime gives to the world's terrorist groups." 

The signatories stressed that "we support a negotiated settlement to this 
conflict. But we recognize that, at this time, unless the United States aids the 
democratic forces, the Sandinistas wilt continue to resist the establishment in 
Nicaragua of a pluralistic, democratic society." 

Among those signing the letter were: Max Fisher, of Detroit; Morris Abram, 
chairman of the National Conference on Soviet Jewry; Julius Berman and Jack 
Stein, both former chairmen of the Conference of Presidents of Major American 
Jewish Organizations; Richard Fox, chairman of the National Je"'.'ish Coalitio~. 
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House of Representatives 
PRESlDE~""I"S REQUEST F'OR AS· 

SIST . .\.."'CE FOR NICARAGUAN 
OPPOSITION 

SPEECH or 

HON. YIN WEBER 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THt HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thu'!"Sdcy, March ZO, 19116 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
Houst on the Siate of the Union had under 
consider..iion the joint resolution !:H.J. Res. 
540) relatini; to Central America pursuant 
to the International St"Curity and Develop• 
ment Ccoperauon Act of 19SS. 

Mr. WEEER. Mr. Chairman, l would like to 
share with my colleagues the foliowing state­
ments by two prominent Jewish leaders in the 
United States who wish to make us aware of 
the Sano,n:s:a·s repressive treatment of the 
Jewish comm;;n· in 

hns t:~sten. executive director of the Na­
tional Jewish Coalition. and Fred LL1ft, secre­
tary of the Jewish Nicaraguan Community in I 
Exile, are aware of the evidence that has 
been presented to prove that the Jewish com• 

' munity in N1:aragua has not been singled out 
for abuse and mistreatment becaus1~ of their 
relig,ous beiie1s. . 

fnese 7wo 1eaoers, acuvely involved with 
this region. nave Quite a d1tterent t)pinion. I 
urge my colleagues to give their comments 
serious anentton. 

STATEMO<T Olf NlCAllAGOAJC AJrTJ-8!:KITISM 
La.st night. the CBS e\·eining newi, allo·v,ed 

Ne,,.- York Rabbi . Balfour Bricltner. to state 
ll.-ithout challenge, that there v,as no anli-
semitism in Nicaragua. either ofricial or un­
olfic-ial. Accordini: to Bric-kner. there is no 
e\·idence to support the President's claims 
that Nicaragua·s Jewish community -;;as 
forced out of the c-ountry by a systematic 
government policy of anti-semitism. 

I h&\'e long been aware. thoui:h. that the 
facts, tell a different story, a su,ry that 
bears out the President 's statements. 'Illf 
National Jt•v,ish Coalition has ll,orlted tire­
lessly over the past year, but especiallv in 
recent -..·eeks. to brmi: to light the abuse:1► 
commuted 6, the Sandm1sta.s a airu;t Nie-a • 
agud s e11.-s. e coa,1uon as a so~d 
to mak.E' America a-..·are of what Sandinista 
ant1-sem1t1sm means for others m N1~ 
and beyond. Despite what Balfour Brickner 
may beheYe. today, there are no Jews in 
Nit·aragua. The coalition has mounted a 
major effort to tel1 America that, while It is 
too late to sue the Nicaraguan Jewish com­
munity, it is not yet too late to sa\'e, Catho­
lics. Protest.ants. Miskito Indians an1j others 
from the totalitarian nl't that the Sandinis• 
tas are tii:htening around Nicaragua. 

I first ~ame aware of the system:a.lic pcr­
s.-cution ol Je-...·s by the S=dinista govern· 
ment over a year ago, v.h<'n l saw dncumcn• 
tary evidtn~ of the events that took plac-e. 

I say to those who doubt that the Sandi­
nista.~ are the anli-s<'mitc-s, the President 
said Uwm to be that: 

.. It ls a subMantiated fact that in 1978. the 
synagogue 1',hich Bricltner said had been 
abandoned by the Je-g;ish community 111as 
firebombed by Sar.dinista gunmen 11,hile 
members of the c-ommuni:y 11:ere Inside. 
When those Je-g:s attempte-d to nee the 
building. the gunmen tri!"d to force them 
back into the burning buildini:. 

It is a substantiated f P.Ct that Jews re­
ceived death threats 'll;aming them to "gE't 
out o! the country." 

It Is a subsiantiated fa.ct that Jews were 
sinitled out for arrest and im;msonment on 
false charges. that individual Jews .._·ere fol• 
1011:ed. that their homes v,ere searched. 
their businesses confiscated. their cars 
burned. 

And. lest anyone doubt that these acts of 
persecution '11:ere specifically aimed at Je..,·s. 
let me refer you to the Sandinista-sanc­
tioned newspaper. Nuevo D1ario. -..·hich in 
July 1982 ran articles v,hich referred to 
"Synagogues of Sa.tan," 111.-hich aceused the 
Jev.:s of using '"the myth of God's chosen 
people to ma.ssac-re the Plllestinian people 
v.;thout mercy," and which resurrected the 
charge that '"the world's money, banking 
and finance a.re In the hands of descendents 
of Jews.·· a charge v.-hich has for centuries 
been used t,y anti-semit,.es to slander Jews. 

There are no Jev.·s toda)· In Nicaragua. 
There are no Jews because the Sandinista 
regime dro\·e them out 111:lth acts of violen~ 
and threats of death. Who are the Jev.·s that 
Bricltner claims remain In the country? 
They are people -...·!th Jewish names v.·hose 
ancestors may, generatior.s a.go. have been 
Je1',ish. Today. though, the Jev.·s Brickner 
refers t.o are Roman Catholics or atheists 
v.·ho hu·e ne,·er had any lies to Jev.·s, Juda­
ism or to Nic-aragua·s former Jewish commu­
nity. 

Let there by no doubt that the Sandinis• 
tas are precisely the anti-Semites '1escribed 
by the President. The special zeal reserved 
by the Sa.ndinistas for persecution of Nicar­
agua·s Jews is well documented. 

The Anti-Defamation Lea.gue of B'Nai 
Brith has spent five years im•estigaling this 
persecution. documenting rcpon.s by \'ictims 
of these outrages and by aome of the former 
Sandinistas v,ho had helped carry them out. 
Yesterday. the AOL rplea.sed a v.-hite papn 
reaffirming that thesP Incidents did t.akt' 
place. The statements made in this paper 

h,n-t- bt't-n evrrobc~ated by thr Statr Dt-· 
partrr.rnl. 

And. mo~'. ir.iportantlr. th!'y ha\·e been 
c-orroboratE'd by the Nka:-aguan Je1;:s v.-ho 
11 <'rr in tr.:> s;-na1rn1rne v.·he=i it v.-as fire­
bomb•. J . v. !,(' v,~rE' falsl'IY arr!'sted and im­
prison.-d . 11.·ho5!' cars -..·ere bum~ and prop• 
f-!'1 ~- confi.-"3t!'d. 1md v;ho5!' Ji,·es -..·pre 
threatened tiy agents or th!' S::.r1dinista go\·• 
emmc·nt. 

And v;hc, \\'as It that a.,;.~ured Rabbi 
Brickner tha: no anti-sem:~!Sm had oc­
c-urred' Why. it -..·as Nicarai:ua.'l President 
Damf·l One,:a and his re;:,resentati\·es. 
people 1',h'J. 1 suggest. ha,·e more than a 
passing interes: in denying their ov.71 brutal• 
ily. 

Apart from Brickner and L>ie fe-v.· of his 
friends whose first loyalty is to the Ortega 
regime. the many ·American Jev.·s 11:·ho:n I 
ha,·p hE>ard from rec-oirnize th!' hostility and 
violence visited upon their Nicaraguan co­
religionists b}' the Sandinistas. 

Thankfully. those Jev,s are v,isC' enough 
to rec-ognize Mr. Ortega's denial for the self­
servinl? d1smlormalion that it is. Through 
the efforts of the National Je-..·ish Coalition. 
America and American Je-..·s are now a-v.-are 
that the Sandinistas ha\·e enthusia.sticalh· 
imitated the anti -semitism of their So\itt 
mentors. 

This wee!.:. 1 and many of ml· colleai:-ues 
recei\'ed a letter from sf',·era.J prominent 
members of the American Je-..·ish communi­
ty. including three former chainnen o! the 
umbrella. organization of the Je11,·ish com• 
munity, several rabbis. and many others. 
Thesp indh·iduals recognize v.·hat Rabbi 
Bric-kner. and many of my colleagues across 
the aisle do not: that the Sandmistas are a 
threat. not only to Jev.-s. but to all those In 
Nicaragua and beyond v.·ho cherish democ­
rac-y and nrin· for freedom. 
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U.S. Jews Urged 
Passage Of 
Contra Aid Bill 

Washington(JTA)- Nine­
teen prominent American 
Jews signed a letter to 
members of Congress urging 
support of President Rea· 
gan s request of $100 million 
in aid to the Nicaraguan 
rebels, known ns Contras. 
The letter which was sent to 
leg1Slat9rs shor!,lfbefore the 
House Inst week voted 222 to 
210 to reJect Ueagan's re-

uest was or anized b the 
Nationa ew s coali • . 

The etter spoke about the 
growing threat to U.S. 
strategic intNests in Central 
America from the Sandinista 
government in Nicaragua. A 
spokesman for the National 
Jewish Coalition said the 
letter was sent to about 200 
Senators and Congressmen 
who were either undecided or 
opposed to the aid. The letter 
also stated that prominent in 
support of the Nicaraguan 
government are PLO leader 
Yassir Arafat and Libyan 
leader M uammar Qaddafi. 

In another development m 
New York, the Anti-Defa­
mation league of B 'nai B 'rith 
supported President Rea• 
gan 's charge of virulent anti­
Semitism practices by the 
Nicaraguan Government. 

The AOL published a 
"white paper" describing the 
Sandinista persecution of 
N icarr•g uan.J ews, including 
the firebombing of the Man• 
agua synagogue, death 
threats and harassment and 
expropriation ot' property 
which led to the exodus of vir• 
tu ally the entire Jewish com• 
munity of Nicaragua. 

Rabbi Balfour Brickner of 
the Stephen Wise Free 
Synagogue here was quoted 
in newspapers as saying that 
he visited Nicaragua twice 
since the Sandinistas took 
power and that he found no 
signs of anti-Semitism and 
persecution against, the Jews. 
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Washington Wrap Up 

Nicaraguan Jews renew Sandinista charges 
With the backing of the National 

Jewlsh Coallt1011. former Nicar.~ 
guan Jewish community leaders 
now In the US renewed their 
charges that the Sandlnlsta regime 
forced them Into "exile" by dirccl:, 
personal harassment, repeated 
telephone . threats and the fire,. 
bombing of their synagogue. 

At a news conference In the Co.n­
non Office Building of the House of 
Representatives, five men and 
women detailed their expertence:1 
they said proved Sandinista antl­
Sem l Us m. Their statementll 
cowitered views by some American 
Jews that the authorities In Mana, 
gua are not anti-Jewish but anti-IS•· 
ra.e1 and anti-Zionist because 01: 
relations between Israel and Nlca .. 
raguan Jews with the formei· 
Somoza government. 

The coalition, whose leadership 
.Includes prominent Americans ac­
tive both Gi the Republican Party 
az,d i.n Jewish communal affairs, 
said the Nicaraguan Jews would 
"respond to the allegations put 
forth by various apologists for the 
Sandinista government. Including 
New York rabbi, Balfour Brick­
ner." 

The statement added that 
"Brickner and others hnve denied 
that Nicaragua's Jews were sub­
jected to Sandinista anll-Scmith;m 
and have downplayed the signlfl• 
ca.nee of the close Sandinista-PLO 
relationship as a source of this per­
secution." 

Among the coalition's lcadr.rs arc 
Max Fisher of Detroit. Richard J<,ox 
of Philadelphia, Gt•orgc l<ll'in or 
New York and Gordon Zacks or 
Columbus, Ohio. Exe,:utivl' dirt•c­
tor Is Chris Gersten. formerly ol the 
American-Israel Public AfCairs 
Committee. 

Gersten. who opened the ncws 

• Circulation: 

conference, described the coaJIUon 
as 11. "polltleal-educational or~a.nl­
zatlon" dealing with "policies of 
concern to the Jewish people." He 
said In the controversy over Sandi­
nista treal.mcnt of Jews, some, 

Joseph 
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"Brickner particularly," have at• 
tempted to deny anti-Semitism, 
"Implying the entire Jewish com­
munity supported that reg1me." 

Speaking of their experiences 
were Fred Luft, secretary of the 
Jewish Nicaraguan Community In 
Exile who had emigrated from Ro­
mania In 1946 to go to Nicaragua 
and now lives In Florida : Oscar 
Kellerman, a Czechoslovak native 
who escaped the Nazis, found re­
fuge In Nicaragua and who came to 
the US In 1940 and Is now an Aml!rl­
co.n citizen; his wlfo, Sarita, a Nica­
raguan-born Jew; Kurt Preiss, who 
went Crom Germany lo Nicara1!ua 
and now IIV<'S In the Dominican llr.­
publlc, and Elena Potaky Goren, 
daughter-In -law of Abraham 
Goren, the last president of the 
Nicaraguan Jewish community. 

"There Is no Jewish community , 
no ,lewl:;h organization, no Jewish 
life In NiraraI:ua," Luft said . " Only 
two or three Jews an• h~il. TIil' rt•st 
lt•rt In fear of their 111•rs1111al saft'­
ty ." Nlcarairuans whu l'laim lht•y 
are Jewish, he said later. r illwr arc 
desren,tants of Jews, no loni:t>r 
Jl'wish, or havt• family nll'mh,•rs 

•t,ooo 

llBSOClaled with the SIUldlnlsln 
government. 

Gra!tlU made Zionism, Nazilsm 
and Fn.sctsm "all the same," Luft 
said. Goren al age 70 was made to 
cle:in streets. He charged thnt their 
letters about Sandinista anti-Semit­
ism sent to the New York Times wid 
U10 Wo.shlngtoa Poat were never 
published and they, therefore. call­
ed the news conference .. 

Sarita Kellcrmnn, an arllculatc, 
Impassioned spealier, said she had 
returned to Nlcllragua from the US 
to look a{ter her husbllnd's busi­
ness. She was told "Jew go home . 
Whllt Hitler started, we wUI fln. 
lsh." She ndded, "If that Is not 
against the Jewish people, what ls? 
We are taught tn Hebrew school we 
are one people with one destiny. 
Whatever happens lo 'Jews any. 
where In lhe ·world can happen to 
Jews everywhere In the world - If 
you let It happen." 

Goren said her falhcr-ln-1:i.w was 
detained three weeks by the -Snndl­
ntst:u, then he was told "they made 
a mistake nnd he could go home" 
but his home was conHscated and 
he w:is told "you should than I< us for 
letting you go." Goren went lo the 
Costa Rlenn embassy for asylum. 
"No chnrge was made against 
him," she said. Whal was the rea­
son (or exile? "IJecausc he was 11 

Jew." Goren said n reason (vhy th,i 
Sandlnlslas arc "so friendly" with 
Yaslr Arafat, the PLO chief, is that 
he gave them $12 million. After U1e 
hi:;lory of llitlcrism, she said , 
"e\·cryho,Jy rhost• lo ll'ave Nlcara. 
i:ua ulth1111r-:h the 1:ovcrnm1·11I said 
no .lt•w!; h:ul lo ll'avc hul wt>nl for 
pollliral re,1sons." 

l,1•l11•rrnan said that the "thrt••• or 
lour ,kw~ rurr!'ntly doin~ husim•i:s 
Jn Ntc•aragua" Wt' rt• ·•t.•ct Uu.• rt• 1111 

purpos" after 200 olhrn; w,·re furr­
ed out. " Tht• Sam11nh;tas "just 
slarlt•1l with the J1•ws and tlwy an• 
1:oinr 11f11•r l'alholit·s ;111tl l'n,tt•s. 
taut~." I,.-llt•rman saitl. A rahs In 
Nh-ar:11.;ua - r , timah·tl hv 1,11ft al 

,,500 - have copies of 11 letter from 
Arafat that, ICellerma.n said, en­
ables "every businessman to be re­
spected and nol touched." Luft said 
Nlcnrngun'a Arabs have "hun­
dreds" of thriving businesses. 



l 

Anti-Semitic Sandinistas burned 
synagogue, Nicaraguari Jews say 
By James Morrison 
fl.<l(~TQflf:Mf:$ 

Three Jews who ned NiCAnlliU& 
after Manusts gained l)O"'Cr said 
y~terday th.at Sandtntsta gunmen 
tncd 10 bum them to death in a 
Managua srna~ogue in I 978 ,.-tule 
t~ry and about 25 other Jews Wen: 
anenJing prayer ,eJVices. 

They said that alihough th~ fire­
bombing of the synagogue occurred 
a year before the a,...,rthrow of dicta­
tor Ana1as10 Somoza. it was a sign.al 
of the Sandinistas' an11-Sem1t1Sm 
that they pursued as a policy follow­
ing 1he1r takeover of the government 
in 19:9. 

O•c.ar Kellerman, Fred Luft and 
Kurt Preiss, all European Jews who 
senled in Nicaragua before the rev· 
oluuon, descnbcd the srnagogue at· 
tac.lt at a Washington press confer­
ence called 10 rebut Jewish leaders 
,.-ho recently disputed charges of 
an11-Sem11ism l"'·cled al the Mana• 
i;uarei:1me. 

The spe,ikers at resrerday·s press 
confi:rcnce also endorsed President 
Reagan 's l'ffon to pro,·ide SIOO mil• 
hon m mthtar,· and hum61nuanana1d 
10 the ant1-Sandims1a resistance. 
Thi! Houst.· of Representatives 1s 

c:.-=:r.cJulcJ to bc.:m debate tocJa>· on 
:he pr1.:s1Jt.'nt 's a1d r'-'IUC~t. The 

House previously defeated the pro­
posal, but the Scuttc approved it. 

"We want a new government .. . a 
Democratic &<JVCmment;· Mr. Kel­
lerman said. "We want freedom of 
speech, freedom of mOV'Cment, we 
supper, aid to the Contras (.rebels]." 

Mr. Kellerman, a former vice 
president of the Nicara(lUA11 Jewish 
Community, described the fire­
bombina of the synagogue as part of 

When the firebombs exploded 
outside the S}'ll4801UC. Mr. Keller­
man said he tried to escape from lhe 
burning building 17111 wa, cnnfronted 
by three masked gunmen who iden­
tified therruielves as Sandinistas, Mr. 
Kellerman said. 

"'If you dent go back...., will lull 
you. What Hitler started, we will fin­
ish; "he quoted one as saying. 

The eunmen =nw.ly Oed a.s a 

Mr. Keliennan described the firebombing of 
the synagogue as part of a growing wave of 
anti-Semitism that eventually drove nearly all 
of the tiny Jewish population of about 60 
fqmilies out of the country within four years. 

a growing wave· ·or anti-Semiusm 
that even1ually drove nearly all or 
the tmy Jewish population of about 
60 families out of the country within 
four years. 

The Sandinista,· allack on the 
synaRoguc showed they "were 
mounung a campaign of terror 
against Jews'' before the rcvoluuun, 
s,ud Charles Brooks of the Nauonal 
Jewish Coalition, which sponsored 
the press conference. 

crowd gathered outside the building 
and the trapped " ·orsruppcrs es­
caped. 

Mr. Kellerman said the campaign 
of terror nnd persecution n~ainsr 
Jews, which included dca,h threats 
and c.ir-bombmgs, inten51flcd after 
the Sand1mstas formed dose tics 
w11h the Palest me l.ibcr.11 :nn Or~an• 
1u.1t1on, wh1i.::h has an t•mb.is sy in 
~anal{u..'.l . 

t\nll-St.."m11ic f:rnffm a;';,can·J on 

the walls of Je, ish-<Jwned busi­
nesses, accusinl' rhe Jews of collabo­
rating with Gen. :,omoza. 

"The graffiti said. 'Zionism, Juda­
ism and Somozism are all the s.ame 
thing: Other graffiti said, 'Jewish 
pigs, gun aellen, we will apply San­
dinista justice tn you; "Mr. Luft 1141d. 

Accounts of Jewish persecution 
have been denied by the Sandinist.as 

'and challenged by a prom"incnt 
American rabbi, Ba!Cour Brickner, 
who defended the Sandinistas in e 
newspaper interview la.st month. 

Rabbi Brickner said the •yn­
egogue was not being used in I 978 
and wiu later confiscated by the San· 
dinista.s, who, he said, "would be 
happy m give it back" if there were 
e Jewish community m M.aneirue. 

But the rabbi never Ul!l<ed to the 
Jews who were in the synagogue 
when it was firebombed, Mr. Keller• 
man said. 

At the press conference. the Nica­
raguan wives of Messn. Kellerman 
and Preiss end the exiled daughter­
in-law of lhe former president of the 
Nicaraguan Jewish Community also 
described persecuuon inOicted 
upon Jews by the Sandinistu. 

Elena Pataky Gorn said her 70-
year-old father-in-law, Abraham 
Gorn, was arrested by the Sandm· 
istas and held without charge for 
three wttks. During that ume, she 
said, he was forced to swcl.'p :arttu. 
Hi s propeny was later conftscatcJ 
and he sought as)'lum tn the Costa 
Hit:an Embassr. 

··What was the rc.1sun? nt•ca~:, t.' 
he- was a Jew," :\lrs. (J"'ni ~1 1..t of hr..•r 
father-to law. \\ho le.! !11c country ·~ 
Jc·,\i~h ..:omr.: ..:.:1,1v 

l J 



24 The Boston Herakt Thursday; March 20, 1986 

lheBostonHerald 
PATRICK J. PURCELL, Publisher 

JOE ROBINOWITZ, Editor 
ALAN S. EISNER, RACHELLE COHEN, 
Managing Editor Editorial Page Editor _, ____________________ _ 

C:lerical ap.ologist 
WHEN it. 'comes to clerical 
apoloirists for the Sandinis­
tas, even the Witnesses for 
Peace take a back seat to 
Rabbi Balfour Brickner, of 
New York. The rabbi 
chargEis that President Rea­
gan's indictment of Sandi­
nista anti-Semitism is.a fab-
rication. _ 

How does he know this? 
Easy. 1rhe Nicaraguan Com­
munists told him so. What of 
the mass exodus of-the na­
tion's Jewish community? 
Well, a,!cording to Brickner, 
they w1ere all supporters of 
the former Somoza govern­
ment. ('rhis also convenient- • 
ly explains the confiscation 
of their property.) 

ll!:1£..!:mer's rationaliza• 
tions are refuted by the Na­
tional Jewish Coalition. 
Managua's persecution of 
Jews was a quid pro quo for 

PLO support, the NJC dis­
closes. Prior to the revolu­
tion, the Middle Eastern ter­
rorists trained their 
Nicaraguan comrades. To­
day, PLO hit men travel the 
.Western Hemisphere on Nic­
araguan passports. 

In solidarity with their 
PLO friends, Sandinista 
guerrillas fire-bombed Man• 
agua's synagogue. On com­
ing to power, they unleashed 
a reign of terror against 
Jews. Homes were ran· 

• sacked and looted. Jews 
were given a choice - eml• 
gration or death. 

That is why there are few, 
.if any Jews in Nicaragua to· 
day. And that will be the fate 
of Jews elsewhere in Central 
America, should the Sandi• 
nlstaa triumph and resume 
the exportation of their tyr­
anny. 
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• An Apologist' (Cont'd.) 
Ifabbi Balfour Brit-1'J1Cr cL·ums ("The Wallll Arc Not 

Smeared With Anti--Scmitic Graffiti," Free for AU, Sept. 211 
that the Jews who left Nicaragua were not driven put by 
anti-Semitism. Rather, as he wrote last year. the worst that 
can be said of the S.111dinista regime is th;1t it "sometimes 
expels those who ... conduct counter-revolutionary adivi­
ty." 

Never mind the fact that the S.111dinist.1-approvcd news­
paper, Nuevo Diario, has referred to Jewish places of wor­
ship as "synagol{Ues of S,1tan" and denouaced Jews "who 
.•. used the myth of God's chosen people to massacre the 
Palestinian people without mercy." Never mind that the . 
same paper revived the ancient calumny that "world 
money, the banks ;ind finance are in the hands of descend· 
ants of Jews, the eternal protectors of Zion." Never mind 
that in 1978 Sandinista gunmen threw a fire~m1b at the 
Managua synagogue while Jews were at prayer ;md forced 
those who tried to escape back into the burning building. 

To Rabbi Brickner this is not anti-Semitism. To him, it 
represents, at worst, the actions "of a small gang of ex• 
cited supporters of the revolution out on their own . .. 
caught up 'in the mob frenzy of the moment.'" 

Never mind that the PLO-a terrorist organization and 
not (lest anyone doubt it) c1 sovereign government-is al• 
lowet.l by the S.1ndinist:1s to maintain a fully accredited 
"embasgy" in M,magua. Never mind that the Sandinistas 
provide PLO members with Nicar:iguan passports with 
which to travel freelr ll.roun<l the world as they plan and 
execute terrorist attacks. Never mind that Sandinista 
g,mmen participated it, PLO t.errorist attacks ai;iainst Jews 
in Israel :md Europe during the 1970s. Rabbi Brickner be­
lieves that such nctions are, well, somehow exr.usable. 

Why does Rabbi Brickner choose to take the word of 
Nir.:iraguan President Daniel Ortega, who (understand­
ably) denies :dlt~tions of anti-Scmifom1, rather than that 
of the mm1y Jewish victim~ of S:mdinistn persecution who 
have fled Nicaragua? He <lo<'s ~.o because he has dedicated 
himself to cau~es of the radinl left rather than to Jucbism 
and the Jewish people. He has cast off his Jewish mantle, 
donning, instead, th:it of an ar>ologist for the overt and ir­
rrfutable anti-Semitism of :i regime which he admin•s but 
which. most other Jews have le:irnerl to fear. 

-Richard J. Pox 
17tc wri/('r i.1 chairmrm 11/ tlw Nati,m,:/ ,Jcwi:ili C11a/itir111. 





j MEM O 
From: CHRIS GERSTEN 

To: Max Green 
{/vv,,;.. 

Date: May -1, 1986 

I thought you would be interested 
in the press we have generated on 
the "contra" issue. I am enclosing 
additional copies of the articles 
for you to use. 

Please note that I have sent 
opies to Pat Buchanan, Mitch Daniels, 
Elliott Abrams, and Richard Schifter. 
At your convenience, would you check 
to see if Pat Buchanan has focused 
on it? 

NATIONAL JEWISH COALITION 
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PRESS COVERAGE 
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Washington Wrap Up . 

Nicaraguan Jews re1t1ew _Sandinista charges 
With the backing of lhe NaUonal 

Jewish Coalltlop, former Nlcara::­
guan Jewish community leader.s 
now ln the US renewed thel.r 
charges that the Sandinista regime 
lorced them Into "exile" by direct, 
personal harassment, repeated 
telephone . threata and the fire­
bombing of their synagogue. 

At a news conference In the Can­
non Office Bulldlng of the House o.r 
Representatives, five men and 
women detailed their experlence!1 
they said proved Sandinista anti • 
Semitism. Their statement!! 
cowitered views by some American 
Jews that the authorities In Mana .. 
gua are not anU-Jewlsh but anti-Is .. 
rael and antl-Zlonlst because of 
relations between Israel and Nlca .. 
raguan Jews with the former· 
Somoza government. 

The coalition, whose leadership, 
.Includes prominent Americans ac• 
live both ln the Republican Party 
and in Jewish communal affairs, 
said the Nicaraguan Jews would 
"respond to the allegations put 
forth by various apologists for the 
Sandinista government, Including 
New York rabbi, Balfour Brick­
ner." 

The statement added that 
"Brickner and others hnve denied 
that Nicarasua's Jews were sub­
jected to Sandinista anti-Semitism 
and have downplayed the signifi­
cance of the close Sandinista-PLO 
relationship as a source of this per­
secution." 

Among the coalition's leaders are 
Max Fisher of Detroit, Richard !?ox 
of Philadelphia, Gt~orge l{l<'in of 
New York and Gordon Zacks of 
Columbus, Ohio. Excculiv<' dln•t:• 
tor Is Chris Gersten. formerly of the 
American-Israel Public AUairs 
Committee. 

Gl'rstcn, who Opl'lll'0 thl' lll'WS 

conference, described the coalition 
as a "polltlcal-educatlonal organl­
zaUon" dealing with "policies of 
concern to the Jewish people." He 
said In the controversy over Sandi­
nista treatment ol Jews, some, 
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"Brickner particularly," have at­
tempted to deny anU-Semltlsm, 
"Implying lhe entire Jewish com­
munity supported that regime." 

Speaking of their experiences 
were Fred Luft, secretary of the 
Jewish Nicaraguan Community In 
Exile who had emigrated from Ro­
mania ln 1946 to go to Nicaragua 
and now lives ln Florida: Oscar 
Kellerman, il Czechoslovak native 
who escaped the Nazis, found re­
fuge In Nicaragua and who came lo 
the US ln 1940 and Is now an Ameri­
can citizen: his wife, Sarita, a Nica­
raguan-born Jew: Kurt Preiss, who 
went from Germany to Nicara11ua 
and now lives In the Dominican lte­
publlc, und Elena l'olaky Goren, 
daughter-in-law of Abraham 
Goren, the last president of the 
Nicaraguan Jewish community . 

"There Is no Jewish community, 
no .lt!wish organlmllon, no Jewish 
life In Nlrara1:ua," Luft said . "Only 
two or three Jews an~ kit. 1'h1• n·st 
kft in fear of their p1•ri;11nal safo . 
ly." Nlcara11uans who l'laim lhl'Y 
are Jewish, he said later, rillwr are 
desrendants of Jews, no loni:er 
Jewish. or havt• family nwmht•rs 

associated with lhe Sandinista 
government. 

Gra!flU made Zionism, Nazllsm 
and Fascism "all the same," Luft 
said. Goren at age 70 was made to 
clean streets. He charged that their 
letters about Sandinista antl-Scmlt­
lsm sentto the New York Tlmc,and 
U10 WBShlngtoa Poat were never 
published and they, therefore, call­
ed tho news conference. 

Surita Kellerman, an ·articulate, 
Impassioned spcalter, snld she had 
returned to Nicaragua Crom lhe US 
to look u!ter her husband's busi­
ness. She was told "Jew go home. 
What Hitler started, we will fin­
ish." She added, "If that Is not 
against the Jewish people, what Is? 
We are taught In Hebrew school we 
are one people with one destiny. 
Whatever happens to Jews any. 
where In the world can happen to 
Jews everywhere In the world - If 
you let It happen." 

Goren said her father-In-law was 
delJJ.lned three weeks by lhe-Sandl­
nlstas, then he was told "they made 
a mlstalte Md he could go home" · 
but his home was confiscated and 
he was told "you should thank us for 
letting you go." Gorl'n went to the 
Costa Rican embassy for asylum. 
"No charge was made against 
him," she said. Whal was the rea­
son for exile? "Because he was a 
Jew." Goren said 1\ reason why th,! 
Sandinlstas arc "so friendly" with 
Yaslr Arafat, the PLO chief, is that 
he gave them $12 million. After the 
history of llillerlsm, she said, 
"everybody rhoSl' lo lt•ave Nlcarn­
gua although the 1:ovcrnm1·nt said 
no .lt•w~ had to h•ave hut "'<'Ill !or 
pollli<':tl reasons." 

1-l'ih•rman said that the " ll1r1•1• or 
four .lt-ws rurrl'nlly tlulni; husim•i;~ 
In Ni«'aragun" w,•r•· "l1•fl lhl'rt' on 
purposP. alter 200 otht'rs w,•re forr­
ed out." Tht• Sandini!;tas "just 
starll•ll wlth the Jl'ws and lh1•y an• 
1:11in1: allt-r l'alholit·s and l'rnt1•s­
ta11ts," l,..tll'rlllan said. /\rahs In 
Nil'arai.;ua - •·~tlmalt·,t hv I .1111 ;11 

4,500 - have copies ol a letter from 
Aratat that, I{ellerman said, en­
ables "ev·ery buslnessmllfl to be re­
spected and nol touched." Luft said 
Nlc11r11gu11's Arabs have "hun­
dreds" ot thriving businesses. 
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House of Representatives 
PRESIDE~"T"S REQUEST FOR AS· 

SISTA.~CE FOR NICARAGUAN 
OPPOSITION 

SPEECH 01' 

HON. VIN WEBER 
or MINNESOTA 

lN THE HOUSE OF 1\1:PRESC."TA'rIVE:S 

Thursday, March 20, !986 
The House in Committee of th.e Whole 

Housf' on the State of the Union had under 
consider:-.uon the joint resolution CH.J. Res. 
540> rl'latini. to Central Amt>rica pursuant 
to the International Sl'Curlty and De~·eJop­
ment Coopt>ratlon Act of 1985. 

Mr. WEEER. Mr. Chairman, I would Uke to 
share with my colleagues the following state­
ments by two prominent Jewish lead1ers in the 
United States who wish to make us aware of 
the Sano1ms:a·s repressive treatme1,t ol the 
Jewish comm~nrty tn Nicerao11a 

Chris Ge~sten. executive director c,f the Na­
tional Jewish Coalition. and Fred Luft, secre­
tary of the Jewish Nicaraguan Com1munity in I 
Exile, are aware of the evidence that has 

: been presente!i to prove that the Jewish com­
' munity in Nicaragua has not been si1,gled out 
I tor abuse and mistreatment becausn of their 
! religious belie1s . . 

=fnese 4wo 1eaders, ac11vely 1nvoh1ed with 
this region. na•e quite a different opinion. I 
urge my col;eagues to give tneir comments 
serious attenbOI\. 

5TATDI~ 01' NlCAIIAC"OAJII AJITl-SIXfflSM 

Last night. thl' CBS e\·eininc nPWII allo,·ed 
Nf'v, York Rabbi. Balfour Brickner. to state 
111,ithout cha.llen1e. that there v;a.s no anti­
semitism in l'iicaragua. eithl'r official or un• 
offic-ial. According to Bric-kner. tht!re is no 
l'\'idence to support the President's claims 
that Nicara.JUa·s Jewish commur1ity ...-as 
forced out of the eountry by a systematic 
ro,·ernment policy of anti-semitism. 

1 hu-e Ion& been aware. thou1h, that the 
facts, tell a different ston·. a story that 
bears out the President·s statemc1lts. 'Dlt 
National Jpv;ish Coalition has v.·or!~; 
lessly over the past year. but espec,allv m 
recent v.•peiu. to bring lo light th·~ a~usEll; 
commnled 6:,- the Sa.nd1msta.s agam~­
agua s Je-.i.·s. ffie coaltuon ha.s also~ 
to make America a .. ·ar(' of v.·hat Sa.ndinista 
anti-semiusm mE'ans lor others in Nicara,ua 
and beyond. Despite what Ballour .Bnckner 
may 6ehe\·e. todal', there are no Jews in 
Nit·araguL The coalition has mounted a 
major effort to tell America that, while It is 
too late to i;a,·e the Nicaraguan Jewish com­
munity. it is not yet too late to sav·~ Catho­
lics. Protestants. Miskito Indians and others 
from thl' totalitarian nf'l that the Sa.ndinis• 
Las are tii:htenin1 around Nicaragua. 

I first bet·ame •v.,are of the systematic per• 
15,.cution of Je11,·5 bY the Sandinista 10\"l'm• 
ment over a year uo. whl'n I saw documen• 
t.ary e..-idence of the f'vent.s that tonk pl11tt. 

J say t.o those ,·ho doubt that the Sandi• 
nlst.L,; art' thl' anti-srmit('S, the President 
s».id them to be that: 

··It Is a substantiated fact that in 1978. thf' 
s~·nai;ogue '11,"hich Bricknl'r sa.id had been 
abandoned b)" the Jt>'l.:ish c.:immunlly •·as 
firebombed by Sandinista rurunen ,1:hile 
mi?mbers of the community '11,·erl' Inside. 
Wht>n those Jev.s attempted to nee thl' 
building. the runmen triNI to force them 
back Into the buminr building. 

It is a subst:u1tiated fact that Jt>ws re­
ceived death threats .. ·aminr them to "lf't 
out of the country." 

It Is a substantiated fact that Je1n were 
sinl!ll'd out for arrest and imprisorunent on 
false charges. that individual Jews were fol• 
lo11red. that their homes ,·ere searchl'd. 
their businesses confi.scatf'd. their cars 
burned. 

And. lest anyone doubt that these acts of 
persecution •·ere speci!ica.lly aimt>d at Jews. 
let me refer you to the Sandinista-sane• 
tioned ne .. -spapcr. Nuevo Diario. '11,"hich In 
July 1982 ran articles ,·h.ich referred to 
··synaeorues of Satan." v,hich accused the 
Jews of uslne "the myth of God's chosen 
people to ma.ssatTe the Palestinian people 
11,ithout mercy," and 11,·hich resurrected the 
charee that .. the ,11orld"s money, banking 
and finance are In the hands of descendent.s 
of Jews," a charce v.hich has for centuries 
been used by anti-semltes to slander Jews. 

There are no Je,11 toda>• in NicarairuL 
There are no Jews because the Sandinista 
rel!'ime dro,·e them out 111,1th acts of violence 
and threats of death. Who are the Jews that 
Brickner claims remain In the country? 
They art' people .. -Ith Jp .. ·ish names whose 
ancestors may, ceneratior.s a.co. have been 
Jev.•ish. Toda)·. though. the Jn·s Brickner 
refers to are Roman Catholics or atheists 
,·ho have ne,·er had any ties to Je111,·s, Juda• 
Ism or to Nic~a·s former Je,·ish commu­
nity. 

Let there by no doubt that the Sandinis­
tas are precisely the anti-Semites described 
by lhl' Presidt>nt. The special zeal reserved 
by the Sandinista.s for perseeution of Nic:ar­
arua·s Je11.·s is well documentl'd. 

The Anti-Defamation Leacue of B"Nal 
Brith ha.s spent fi,•e years 1n,•esti1atin1 this 
persecution. documt>ntin1 reports by victims 
of these outragl'S and by some of the former 
Sandinlstas v.·ho had helped carry them out. 
Yesterday. the ADL rt>leased a '11."hite pappr 
rearfirmlnc that thl'sr incidents did takt" 
place. The statements madl' in this paper 

nan• bt'E-n r.:irrobo:-at~d by thr Slat<' De­
partment. 

And. mo~'. iin-portantl1·. thf'~- have 'been 
rn:-roboratf'd by the Nira:-aguan Jeog.•s 111,·ho 
\I C'r!' ir. ti':!' syna(l!Ol!llf' og.·hen it .,,a.s firl'• 
bomb•. J . v.·hc- "'"'r" fals!'ly arrl'Stl'd and im­
prison.-d. • ·ho!!' cars ,·ere buml'd and prop­
P!"t Y confli-:-attd. and v.·ho~l' li\·es • ·Pre 
thrf'alf'n('d by agents of thf' S.::.ndinista co,·• 
emmt•nt. 

And ,·hCI v.·as It that as.~urf'd Rabbi 
Brirkntr tha: no anti-semi: ism had oc­
c-urred? Wh:,-. it og.•as Nicarairuan President 
Da.mrl Onega. and his re;iresentath·es. 
~ople v.·h~. I su1n:est. ha,·e more than a 
passing intl'rest In denyin1 their ov.-n brutal­
ity. 

Apart from Brickner and the fl'...- of his 
frit>nds who~e first loyalt~· is to the Ortl'e& 
reeime. thl' many ·American Jews ,·ho:n I 
ha ,·p hPard from reeosmizl' tht hostilit>· and 
,•iolencl' visited upon their Nicaracuan co­
religionists by the Sandinistas. 

Thankfully. those Je111,·s a.re v."'ist> enourh 
to rt>cocnizl' Mr. Ortt>i:a's denial for the self• 
sf'n-inl! disin!onnalion that it is. Through 
the efforu of the National Je'l.ish Coalition. 
America and American Jev,s are now a11,-are 
that the Sandinistas havp enthusiasticall)• 
imitated the anti-semitism of their So,iet 
ml'ntors. 

This ..-pelt, I and many of my eollea~es 
~ived a letter from sp,•eral prominent 
members of the American Jev;ish communi• 
ty, including three former chairmen of the 
umbrt>lla organization of the Jewish com­
munity, Sf'\"l'r&l rabbis. and many others. 
Thesf' indi\·iduals recognize what Rabbi 
Brickner. and many or my colleagues across 
the aisle do not: that the Sandinistas are a 
threat. not only to Jen. but to all those In 
Nicaragua and beyond who cherish democ• 
racy and !trin· for freedom. 



} l l 1 l l l 

62 The Jewish Week, Inc. April 111, 1986 

Nicaraguan Jews brand Sandinistas anti- Semitic, anti-Israel 
WASHINGTON CJTA)-Seven 

Jews, who fled Nicaragua when 
the Sandinistas came to power, 
maintained :\fonday that the San­
dinista regime is not only anti-Is­
rael but anti-Semitic. 

But a leading Jewish critic of 
President Reagan's policy of oppo­
sition to the Sandinista govern­
ment, Rabbi Balfour Brickner, of 
the Stephen Wise Free Synagogue 
in !',;ew York City, continued to 
deny both charges. 

_"Cnfortunately, many individ­
ual s who oppose the president's 
policy in C\·ntral America have re­
peatt-dly attempted to distort the 
fact of Sandini5ta state-induced 
anti-Semiti sm:· Fred Luft, former 
,;ecreta r·: of the .\'icaraguan Jew-

ish community, said at a Capitol 
Hill press conference. 

He singied out Brickner, as did 
others at the press conference 
sponsored by the National Jewish 
Coalition. Ittias been seeking Jew­
ish support for Reagan's ~o~l 
to provide $ 100 million to t e anf­
Sandm1sta contras. 

Those who deny Sandinista anti­
Semitism "have chosen to take the 
word of Nicaraguan President 
Daniel Ortega, who understand­
ably denies allegations of anti­
Semitism, rather than the word of 
Jews who actually lived in Nicara­
gua and were forced to flee," Chris 
Gersten, the coalition's executive 
director, said. 

• 
About the same time the press 

conference was being held, 
Brickner was taking part in a rally 
at the Capitol by "Quest for Peace,'' 
a coalition of religious groups op­
posed to aid for the contras . 

The Jews of Nicaragua "didn't 
leave because they were persecut­
ed as Jews. They fled Nicaragua 
because they were supporters of 
(ousted President Anastasio) So­
moza ," Brickner said following the 
rally. He and several Christian 
leaders had led some 100 people in 
a symbolic presentation of medical 
supplies that "New Quest" was 
preparing to send to Nicaragua to 
match any aid approved by Con­
gress for the contras. 

The Nicaraguan Jews denied 
that they had been supporters of 
the Somoza regime. 

"I have never had anything to do 

with any government," Mrs. Sarita 
Kellerman, a native Nicaraguan, 
said. "I was dedicated to my busi­
ness and to my children." 

"Oh, baloney, that's just a damn 
lie," Brickner, who visited Nicara­
gua after almost all of the small re­
maining Jewish community had 
left, said of the assertion by Nica­
raguan Jews that they had not 
been involved in politics under the 
Somoza regime. . 

Luft said only two or three mem­
bers of the Jewish "congregation 
are still in Nicaragua. The rest of 
our small community (about 50 
families) left the country because 
of fears for our personal safety," he 
said. 

"This fear was stimulated by the 
fire-bombing of our synagogue by 
the Sandinistas while we were 
worshiping inside, by repeated 
telephone threats and graffiti on 
the walls of our businesses, warn­
ing us that after their takeover we 
will suffer at their hands the 'San­
dinista Justice,'" Luft said. ''The 
graffiti said 'Zionism, Judaism and 
Somozaism arc all the same 
thing.'" 

Asked about the fire-bombing, 
• Brickner snapped: "I don't want to 

argue that. It's a dumb, stupid ar­
gument because nobody really 
knows what happened. I suggest to 
you that what happened is differ­
ent than what they report." 

At the same time, however, 
Brickner stressed that neither 
Reagan nor any of the supporters 
of aid for the contras has evidence 
"of'any ongoing anti-Semitism ex-

pressed by the present government 
of Nicaragua to Jew!! or against 
Jews from 1979 to 1986." 

At the coalition's press c;onfer­
ence, Oscar Kellerman said he fled 
after the 1979 Sandinista takeover 
when he was warned as a U.S. citi­
zen by the U.S. embassy that it 
"'ould not be able to protect him. 
He said he was told he was in espe­
cial danger because of his "faith." 

• 
Mrs. Kellerman said she re­

turned later but was ostracized and 
was constantly harassed and 
threatened. She said there was 
graffiti on her home, business and 
the synagogue saying: "What Hit­
ler started we will finish." 

Kellerman said he was in the 
synagogue when it was fire­
bombed, setting the door aflame. 
When he and others tried to get 
outside, they were met by seven or 
eight masked men who warned 
them to go back inside or be shot. 
They eventually were able to get 
the fire out, Kellerman said. 

T-he Jews also stressed the close­
ness of the Sandinistas with the 
Palestine Liberation Organization, 
a theme that has been stressed re­
peatedly in the administration's 
campaign for contra aid. 

Brickner, however, was insistent 
that the Sandinistas are neither 
anti-Semitic nor hostile to Israel, 
in spite of their ties with the PLO, 
stressing instead Nicaragua's "con­
cern" over alleged Israeli aid to the 
contras. Israel has denied supply­
ing the contras with aid. 

To bolster his argument 
Brickner drew out a letter he r;_ 
ceived this month from Nicara­
guan Foreign Minister Miguel 
D'Escoto. 

"We are neither anti-Semitic nor 
anti-Israel," the Sandinista leader 
declared in the letter. "We firmly 
believe that Israel has a right to 
exist just as we believe that Pales­
tinians deserve a homeland." 

Kellennan maintained it was be­
cause of the close PLO-Sandinista 
ties that no businesses owned by 
Arabs in Nicaragua had been con­
fiscated. 

Kurt Preiss, who had two tan­
nery factories confiscated despite 
court rulings that the confiscation 
was illegal, said while businesses 
of Somoza allies were seized, this 
was not why his and other Jewish 
businesses were taken. 

The Nicaraguan Jews did not ar­
gue directly in support of contra 
aid. "We want a democratic gov­
ernment" in Nicaragua, Kellerman 
said. "We want freedom of speech; 
we want freedom of religion; we 
want freedom of movement." 

Mrs. Kellerman expressed sur­
prise that Nicaraguan Jews had 
not received more support from 
American Jews. "\\'e are one peo­
ple, and therefore we have one des• 
tiny. We grow up here or in Nica­
ragua or in Africa," she said. 

"What happens to a Jew in any 
place of the world is bound to hap­
pen to every Jew any place in the 
world if you let it happen," she 
stressed. 
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Jews are split over aid to the contras 
WASHlNGTON (JTA) - The­

debate among Jews over aid to the 
contraJ in Nicaragua escalated here 
1his week as seven Jews who ned 
Nicaragua when the Sandinistas 
came lo power said in a news 
conference Monday that the Sandi­
nista rtgime is anti-Israel and anti­
semitic. 

"Unfortunately, many individuals 
who oppose the president's policy in 
Central America have repeatedly 
attempted to distort the fact of 
Sandinista state-induced anti-Semi­
tism,'~ Fred Luft, former secretary 
of the Nicaraguan Jewish communi­
lY, said at a Capitol Hill news 
conference sponsored by the Naug_n­
al Jewish Coahtaon. 

The coalition, a largely Republican 
organization, has been gathering 
Jewish support for Reagan's propos­
al to provide SIOO million to 1hc anti­
Sandinista rebel rorces, known as the 

contras. 
Luft singled out Rabbi Balfour 

Brickner as one of those who have· · 
attempted to deny that government­
sponsored anti-Semitism exists in 
Nicaragua. Brickner, who is religious 
leader of the Stephen Wisc free 
Synagogue in New York, is an 
outspoken critic or President Rea­
gan's policy in Nicaragua. 

Al almost the same lime as the 
National Jewish Coalition news con­
ference was taking place, Brickner 
was participating in a rally at the 
Capitol by "Quest for Peace," a 
coalition of religious groups opposed 
to aid for the contras. 

He later said in an interview that 
the Jews of Nicaragua "didn't leave 
because they were persecuted as 
Jews. They ned Nicaragua because 
they were supporters of (ousted 
President Anastasio) Somoza. ' 

} 

75CEr 



-

,.... 

-

-

J711. April 15, 1986 

DIFFERING VIEWS OF SANDINISTAS' 
ATTITUDE TOWARD JEWS AND ISRAEL 
By David Friedman and J,11dith Kohn 

WASHINGTON, April 14 (JT A) -- Seven Jews 
who fled Nicaragua when the Sandinistas came to 
power maintained Monday that the Sandinista 
regime is not only anti-Isra1el, but anti-Semitic. 

But a leading Jewish critic of President 
Reagan's policy of opposition to • the Sandinista 
govcr~ment, Rabbi Balfour Brickner of the Steph­
en Wisc Free Synagogue in New York City con-
tinued to deny both charge:;. ' 

"Unfortunately, many individuals who oppose 
the President's policy in Central America, have 
repeatedly attempted to distort the fact of San­
dinista state-induced anti-Semitism," Fred Luft, 
former secretary of the Nicraguan Jewish com­
munity, said at a Capitol Hill press conference. 

He singled out Brick111er as did others at the 
press conference sponsored by the National Jewish 
Coalition. which has been gathering Jewish sup­
port for Reagan's proposal to provide $100 million 
to the anti-Sandinista Contras. 

Those who deny Sandinista anti-Semitism 
"have chosen to take the word of Nicaraguan 
Pre~ident Da.niel Ortega, who understandably 
denies allegation of anti-Semitism rather than the 
word of Jews who actually lived in Nicaragua and 
were forced to flee," Chris Gersten the Coali-

• t • t 

tion s executive director, said. 
About the same time 11s the press conference 

was being held, Brickner was taking part in a 
rally at the Capitol by "Quest for Peace• a 
coalition of religious groups opposed to aid• for 
the Contras. 

The Jews of Nicaragu11 "didn't leave because 
they were persecuted as Jc:ws. They fled Nicar­
agua because they were supporters of (ousted 

President Anastasio) Somoza." Brickner told the 
Jewish Telegraphic Agency following the rally. He 

• and several Christian leadc:rs had led some I 00 
people in a symbolic presentation of medical 
supplies that "New Quest" was preparing to send 
to Nicaragua in order to m,1tch any aid approved 
by Congress for the Contras. 

The Nicaraguan Jews denied that they had 
been supporters of the Somoza regime. "I have 
never had anything to do with any government," 
Sarita Kellerman, a native-born Nicaraguan, said. 

,- "I was dedicated to my business and to my child-
1 ren." 
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Luft said only two or three members of the 
Jewish "congregation" are still in Nicaragua. "The 
rest of our small community (about 50 families) 
left the country because of fears for our personal 
safety," he said. 

"This fear was stimulated by the fire bomb· 
ing of our synagogue by the Sandinistas while we 
were worshipping inside, by repeated telephone 
threats and graffiti on the walls of our business­
es, warning us that after their take over we will 
suffer at their hands the 'Sandinista Justice•; 
Luft said. The graffiti said 'Zionism, Judaism and 
Somozism are all the same thing'," 

Asked about the firebombing, Brickner 
snapped, "I don't want to argue that. It's a dumb, 
stupid argument because nobody really knows 
what happened. I suggest to you that what hap­
pened is different than what they report." At the 
same time, however, Brickner stressed that neith· 
er Reagan nor any of the supporters of aid for 
the Contras, have evidence "of any ongoing anti­
Semitism expressed by the present government of 
.'1icaragua to Jews or against Jews from 1979 to 
1986." 

At the Coalition's press conference, Oscar 
Kellerman said he fled after the 1979 Sandinista 
takeover when he was warned as a U.S. citizen by 
the U.S. Embassy that it would not be able to 

·protect him. He said he was told he was in es­
pecial danger because of his "faith." 

Sarita Kellerman said she returned later but 
was ostracized and was constantly harassed and 
threatened. She said there was graffiti on her 
home, business and the synagogue saying, "what 
Hitler started we will finish." 

Oscar Kellerman said he was in the syna­
gogue when it was firebombed, setting the door 
aflame. When he and others tried to get outside 
they were met by seven or eight masked men who 
warned them to go back inside or be shot. They 
eventually were able to get the fire out, Keller­
man said. The Jews also str·essed the closeness of 
the Sandinistas with the Palestine Liberation 
Organization, a theme that has been stressed 
repeatedly in the Administration's campaign for 
Contra aid. 

Brickner, however, was insistent that the 
Sandinistas are neither anti-Semitic nor hostile to 
Israel, in spite of their tics with the PLO, stress­
ing instead Nicaragua's "concern" over alleged 
Israeli aid to the Contras. Israel has denied 
supplying the Contras with aid . To bolster his 
argument, Brickner drew out a letter he received 
this month from Nicaraguan Foreign Minister 
Miguel D'Escoto. 

"We are neither anti-Semitic nor anti-Israel," 
the Sandinista leader declared in the letter. "We 
firmly believe that Israel has a right to exist just 
as we believe that Palestinians deserve a home­
land." 
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Anti-Semitic Sandinistas burned 
synagogue, Nicaraguan Jews say 
By James Morrison 
,,._~TOHTUolf.S 

Three Jews who ned Nicaracua 
after Marxists gained pow,,r said 
yesu,rday that Sandinista gunmen 
rned 10 bum them ro death in a 
Managua synagogue in 1978 while 
1~cy and abour 25 other Jews were 
a11en~in11 prayer services. 

They said that although th~ fire­
bombing of rhe synagogue occurred 
a year before rhe ovenhrow of dicta­
tor Anarasio Somou, it was a si&J,al 
of the Sandinisra.s' anti-Semitism 
that !hey pursued as a policy follow­
inc their takcm-er of the government 
in 1979. 

O,car Kellerman, Fred Luft and 
Kun Preiss, aU European Jews wbo 
sellled in 11:icaragu.a before the rev· 
oluuon, descnbed the syna1ogue at­
tack at a Washington press confer­
ence called to rebut Jewish leaders 
who recenlly disputed charges of 
anu-Sem,rism leveled at the Mana­
i;ua rcmmc. 

The speakers ar yesterday's press 
conference also endorsed President 
lkaRan's effon 10 pro,·ide SIOO m,1-
hon m military and humanuarian&1d 
to the ant1-Sa.ndims1a rc:;1s1ancc. 
The !louse of Rcprcscnrati\'Cs 1s 
schcJulcJ to bc~in debate tooat· on 
:he J>rcs1dcnrs aid retjucst . The 

House previously defeated the pro­
posal, but the Senate appl'OVN it. 

"We want a new 1ovemmcnt ... • 
Democratic aovemment," Mr. Kel­
lerman said. "We want f~om of 
speech, freedom of movement, we 
support aid to the Contras ITebeuJ." 

Mr. KeUennan, 1 former vice 
presiden1 of the NicaralUAll Jewish 
Community, descnbed the fire­
bombin11 of the synqogue as pan of 

When the r=bombs exploded 
outside the S)'IUl80iue, Mr. Keller­
man said he tritd ID escape from the 
burnin11 building bul was confronted 
by three masllcd gunmen wbo iden­
tified themselves as Sandinistas, Mr. 
KeUennan said. 

" 'If you don't ID baa we will kill 
yau. Wba1 Hitler Slar1ed, '""wiU fin­
ish: • he quoted one as saying. 

The smimen eventually Oed as a 

Mr. Kellerman described the firebombing of 
the synagogue as part of a growing wave of 
anti-Semitism that eventually drove nearly all 
of the tiny Jewish population of about (j() 
families out of the country within four years. 

a growin11 wave· or anti-Semitism 
that eventually drove nearly all or 
the tiny Jewish population of about 
60 families out of the country within 
four )'ears. 

The Sandinistas' arrack on rhc 
synaKogue showed they "were 
mounlinH a campa,cn of terror 
against Jews" before rhe rcvoJu11on, 
s.:ud Charles Brooks of the National 
Jrwish Coalition. which sponsore,t 
the press conference. 

crowd gathered our side the building 
and the trapped worsluppcrs es­
caped. 

Mr. Kellerman said the campaicn 
of terror and persecution a11ainst 
Jews, which included dca1h threats 
and car-bombings, intcns,fied after 
the Sandinmas formed dose tics 
wuh lhe Palcsllne Libcrarum Organ• 
iz;.ition. which · ha~ an t.·mb,tssy in 
Managua. 

,\ru1-Scmirh: i:raffiti .1;,;-\·an•J on 

l 

the walb of Je, wt-owned busi­
nesses, accu.sinr •he Jews of collabo­
rating wilh Gen.=· 

"The gnffiti said. 'Zionism, Juda­
ism and Somazism are all the same 
lhin1: Other graffiti IBid, "Jewish 
pigs, gun aellcn, we will apply San­
dinista justice ID you; "Mr. Lufl said. 

Accounts or Jewish persecution 
have been denied by the Sandinislas 
'and challenged by a prom'inen1 
American rabbi, Ballour Brickner, 
who defended the Sandinistas in a 
aewspapcr imerview w1 IJIODth. 

Rabbi Brickner &aid lhe ,yn­
agogue was nor beina used in 1978 
and was later oonfiscalcd by lhc San­
dinistu, who, he said, "would be 
happy ID give it baa" if !here -re 
a Jewish community tn Managua. 

But lhe rabbi never tallted ID the 
Jewa who were in the l)'llal')glle 
when ii was firebombed, Mr. KeUer­
man Aid. 

At the press confermce, the Nica­
raguan wives of Messra. Kellerman 
and Preiss and the exiled daughter­
in-law of the Conner president of the 
Nicaraguan Jewish Communily also 
descnbed persecution inflicted 
upon J cws by the Sandiniatas. 

Elena Para.ky Gorn said her 71). 
year-old father-in-Jaw, Abraham 
Gorn, was arrested by rhe Sandtn­
istas and held w11hou1 charge for 
rhree \\-eeks. Dunng 1ha1 ume. she 
said, he was forced 10 sweep strttts. 
His propeny was later confiscatcJ 
anJ he sought asylum in the Cosra 
Rican Embasst·. 

.. \\"hat was the rl'asun? Dl·CaL;:)'-' 
he was a Jew," ~1rs. Gum s.11J of hL'r 
father-m law, \\ho kJ lhc country·'.) 
Jc•,,·i~h l'.11mr.a.:a,1v 

1 
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U.S. Jews Urged 
Passage Of 
Contra Aid BIii 

Washington(JTA)- Nine­
teen prominent American 
Jews signed a letter to 
members of Congress urging 
support of President Rea· 
gan s request of $100 million 
in aid to the Nicaraguan 
rebels, known as Contras. 

• 0 

uest was or amze e 
Na ion ew coa i 

The etter spoke about the 
growing threat to U.S. 
strategic interests in Central 
America from the Sandinista 
government in Nicaragua. A 
spokesman for the National 
Jewish Coalition said the 
letter was sent to about 200 
Senators and Congressmen 
who were either undecided or 
opposed to the aid. The letter 
also stated that prominent in 
support of the Nicaraguan 
government are PLO leader 
Yassir Arafat and Libyan 
leader M uammar Qaddafi. 

l l l 

In another development m 
New York, the Anti-Defa­
mation league of B 'nai 8 'rith 
supported President Rea• 
gan's charge of virulent anti­
Semitism practices by the 
Nicaraguan Government. 

The AOL published a 
"white paper" describing the 
Sandinista persecution of 
Nicarr•guan,Jews, including 
the firebombing of the Man­
agua synagogue, death 
threats and harassment and 
expropriation of property 
which led to the exodus of vir­
tually the entire Jewish com­
munity of Nicaragua. 

Rabbi Balfour Brickner of 
the Stephen Wise Free 
Synagogue here was quoted 
in newspapers as saying that 
he visited Nicaragua twice 
since the Sandinistas took 
power and that he found no 
signs of anti-Semitism and 
persecution against the Jews. 
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World-National 
Send SUPPQrt letter to U.S. CA>n~ess 

Jeivish coalition lokbiesfor help/or Contras 
By 

DAVID FRIEDMAN 

W ASWNGTON (JT A)-
N ineteen prominent 

American Jews have sign­
ed a letter to members of 
Congress urging suppon of 
President Reagan's request 
of SI 00 million in aid to the 
Nicaraguan rebels, known 
as Contras. 

1bc lctt.cr which was sent 
to legislators last week 
shortly before the House 
voted 222-2 io to reJect 
Reagan's request, was 
organized by the National 

Jewish Coalition. The let· A spolccsman for the Na­
ter died "ihe growing tional Jewish Coalition said 
threat to U.S. strategic the letter was sent to 200 
interests in Central senators and congressmen 

·America" from the San- who were either undecided 
dinista government in or opposed to the aid. 
Nicaragua. , "We watched with dis-

"Our concern is height- may as Nicaragua's Jewish 
ened by the increasing community suffered under 
Soviet-supplied arsenal be- Sandinista rule" until most 
ing accumulated by the had fled the cou~try by 
Sandinista government in 1981, the letter said. 
Nicaragua and the San- "Prominent among the 
dinistas' willingness to Sandinistas' allies arc the 

·export this weaponry to PLO's Vasser Arafat and 
anti-democratic forces Libya's Qaddafi," the let­
throughout Latin Ame- ter said. 
rica," the lcuer said. The lener charged that 

"the anti-scmitism in 
Nicaragua is a reflection of 
the repression inherent ia 
the Marxist-Leainist socie­
ty the Sandanisla'a seek to 
establish. Furthcnnorc, the 
Sandinistu' lies to Libya 
and the PLO eumpli(y the 
iupport lhat the Managua 
regime gives to lhe world's 
terrorist groups." 

The signatories stressed 
lhat .. we support a nego­
tiated settlement to this 
conflict. But we recognize 
that, at this time, unless the 
United States . aids the 
democratic forces, the San-

dini5tas will continue to 
resist the cstabishmcal ia 
Nicaragua of a pluralistic:, 
democratic society." 

Among those signing die 
letter were: Max Fisher, of 
Dcuoit, Morris Abnm, 
chairman of the National 
Conference on Soviet 
Jewry; Julius Berman and 
Jack Stein, both fonncr 
chairmen of the Con­
ference of Presidents of 
Major American Jewish 
Organizations; Richard 
Fox, chairman of the Na­
tional Jewish Coalition; 
Rabbi Joshua Habcnnan of 
the Washington Hebrew 
Congregation and Rabbi 
Stanley Rabinowitz of 
Adas Israel Congregation, 
both of Washington. 

Also: Hart Hasten, prcsi-
• dent of Herut Zionists of 
America; George Klein 
and Gordon lacks, both 
co-chairmen of the Na­
tional Jewish Coalition; 
Ivan Novick, chairman of 
the board of the Zionist 
Organization of America, 
and Rabbi Morris Sherer, 
Agudath Israel of America. 

• • • 
NEW YORK (JT A) -

The Anti-Defamation 

League ofB'nai B'rith sup­
ports President Reagan's 
charge of virulent anti­
acmitimi praaices by the 
Nicaraguan sovcmmcnt. 

The ADL published a 
.. white paper" de1eribing . 
the Sandinista pcnccution 
of Nicaraguan Jews,~ in­
cluding the firebombing of 
the Managua synagogue, 
death threats and harass­
ment and expropriation of 
property which led to the 
exodus of virtuaJly the en­
tire Jewish community of 
Nicaragua. • 

Abraham Foxman, 
AOL's associate national 
director and head of its in­
ternational affairs division, 
said the white paper was 
being made public "to set 
the record straight, to 
answer published denials 
about the Sandinistas' treat­
ment of the Jews." 

Rabbi Balfour Brickner 
of the Stephen Wisc Free 
Synagogue here was 
quoted in The New York· 
Times as saying that he 
visited Nicaragua twice 
since the Sandinistas took 
power and that he found no 
signs of anti-scmitism and 

persecution against the 
Jews. He claimed that the 
few Jews in the country 
before the 1979 revolution 
that overthrew Anastasio 
Somoza Dabayle were 
linked to the deposed prcsi· 
dent and left the country on 
their own free will. 

President Reagan, in a 
·recent speech on television, 
charged that Managua's 
only synagogue had been 

• ''desecrated and fucbomb­
cd" and that the entire 
Jewish community had 
been "forced 10 flee 
Nicaragua." 

The AOL's white paper, 
• in supporting the Presi• 
dent's charges, said that the 
Sandinista persecution of 
Jews took place against a 
background of unremitting 
hostility to Israel and long­
standing alliances with the 
Palestinian Liberation 

·Organization · and other 
anti-Israeli ICl'TOrist groups. 

The ADL said it based 
its information on testi­
mony from Nicanguan ex­
iles, on disclosures from an 
ex-Sandinista informant 
and on the investigations 
carried out by the agency 
during the last five years. 

} 
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Clerical ap.ologist 
WHEN it. 'comes to clerical 
apologists for the Sandinls­
tas, even the Witnesses for 
Peace take a back seat to 
Rabbi Balfour Brickner, of 
New York. The rabbi 
charges that President Rea­
gan's indictment of Sandi­
nista ru1t1-Semitlsm is,a fab­
rication. _ 

How does he know this? 
Easy. 'I'he Nicaraguan Com­
munist:1 told him so. What of 
the ma:ss exodus or-- the na­
tion's ~rewfsh community? 
Well; ac:cording to Brickner, 
they WEire all supporters of 
the forr.ner Somoza govern­
ment. (1l'hls also convenient~ • 
ly exphdns the confiscation 
of their property.) 

Brick.ner's rationallza• 
• tio~e refuted b~ the Na­
tional Jewish C alition. 
Manag\J1a's persecution of 
Jews Wilts a quid pro·quo for 

PLO support, the NJC dis• 
closes. Prior to the revolu• 
tlon, the Middle Eastern ter• 
rortsts trained their 
Nicaraguan comrades. To­
day, PLO hit men travel the 
Western Hemisphere on Nic­
araguan passports. 

In solidarity with their 
PLO friends, Sandinista 
guerrillas fire-bombed Man• 
agua's synagogue. On com­
ing to power, they unleashed 
a reign of terror against 
Jews. Homes were ran• 

-sacked and looted. Jews 
• were given a choice - eml• 
gration or death. , 

That ls why there are few, 
if any Jews in Nicaragua to• 
day. And that will be the fate 
of Jews elsewhere in Central 
America, should the Sandi• 
ntataa triumph and resume 
the exportation of their tyr­
anny. 
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National Nows Briefs ___ _ 
Prominent Jewish Republicans Urge Contra Aid 

WASHINGTON - Nineteen prominent American Jews, all of whom have ctose 
ties lo the Republican Party. have signed a letter to members of Congress urging 
support of President Reagan"s req~est of $100 million in aid to the Nicaraguan 
Contras. 

The letter, which was sent to legislators shortly before the House on Thursday 
voted 222-210 to reject Reagan"s request, was organized by tho:)l~Jb,~sh 
Coalition. ,. • 

"Our concern is heightened by the increasing Soviet-supplied anenal being 
accumulated by the Sandinista government of Nicaragua and the Sandinistas' 
willingness to export this weaponry to anti-democratic forces throughout. Latin 
America,"the letter said. 

A spokesman for the National Jewish Coalition said the letter was sent to 
about 200 Senators and Congressmen who were either undecided or opposed to 
the aid. 

The letter char~ed that "the anti-Semitism in Nicaragua is a reneclion of the 
repression inherent in the Marxist-Leninist society the Sandinistas seek to 
establish. Furthermore, the ~ndinistas' ties to Libya and the PLO exemplify 
the support that the Managua regime gives to the world's terrorist groups." 

The signatories stressed that. "we support a negotiated settlement to this 
conflict. But we recognize that, at this time, unless the United States aids the 
democratic forces, the Sandinistas will continue to resist the establishment in 
Nicaragua of a pluralistic, democratic society." 

Among those signing the letter were: Max Fisher, of Detroit; Morris Abram, 
chairman of the National Conference on Soviet Jewry; Julius Berman and Jack 
Stein, both former chairmen of the Conference or Presidents or Major American 
Jewish Organizations; Richard Fox, chairman of the National Je~ish Coalition. 
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12, 1985 

"An Apologist' (Co~t'd.) 
Rabbi Balfour Brickner cL1ims ("The Walls Arc Not 

Smeared With Anti-Semitic Graffiti," Free for AU, Sept. 211 
that the Jews who left Nicaragua were not driven put by 
anti-Semitism. Rather, as he wrote last year, the worst that 
can be said of the Sandinista regime i.'I that it "sometimes 
expels those who . . . conduct counter-revolutionary adivi­
ty." 

Never mind the fact that the S..1ndinista-approved news­
paper, Nuevo Diario, has referred to Jewish places of wor­
ship as "synagol(Ues of Satan" and denounced Jews "who 
.•. used the myth of God's chosen people to mas.<1acrc the 
Palestinian people without mercy." Never mind that the . 
same paper revived the ancient calumny that "world 
money, the banka and fmance are in the hands of descend• 
ants of Jews, the etemal protectors of Zion." Never mind 
that in 1918 Sandinista gunmen lhrew a firebomb at the 
Managua synagogue while Jews were at prayer and forced 
those who tried to escape back into the burning building. 

To Rabbi Brickner this is not anti-Semitism. To him, it 
represents, at worst, the action., "of a small gang of ex­
cited supportel"8 of the revolution out on their own . . . 
caught up 'in the mob frenzy of the moment.'" 

Nem mind that the PLO-a terrorist organization and 
not (test anyone doubt it) a sovereign government-is al• 
lowed by the Sandinistas to maintain a fully accredited 
"~•• in M:ma1t1.13. Never mind that the Sandinistas 
provide PLO members with Nicaraguan passports with 
which to travel freely around the world as they plan and 
execute terrorist attacks. Never mind that Sandinista 
gunmen participated in PLO terrorist attacks again.'>l Jew:-1 
in Israel and Europe during the 1970s. Rabbi Brickner be­
lieves that mich actions are, wen, somehow exr:us.1ble. 

Why does Rabbi Brickner choose to take the word of 
Nlr.araguan President D:tniel Ortega, who (wuferstand­
ably) denies allegations of anti-Semitism, rather than that 
of the many Jewish victims of Sandinista persecution who 
have fled NicaragU,1? He does !10 becau.c;e he has dedicated 
himself to causes of the radical left rather than to Jud:iism 
and the Jewish people. He has cast off his Jewish mantle, 
donning, instead, that of an apologist for the overt and ir­
refutable anti-Semiti.'lm of a regime which he admires but 
which most other Jews have learned to fear. 

-Richard J. Fox 
The writer i., chairmrm of th1• Natiorml Jewish Coalitinn. 





P'L.BSDIER smaa 
Better Building Since 1896 

CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 

Mr. Max Green 
The White House 
Washington, D. c. 20501 

Dear Max: 

June 12, 1986 

This relates to the Holocaust Memorial subject we discussed. 

I have asked Richard Mahoney, the CEO of Monsanto Company to 
be co-chairman with me for the fund raising efforts in 
Missouri. I think he is temporizing because the list of 
names of men across the country who have signed on to date 
does not include a CEO of a major company. I think getting 
him would be not only great for us here in Missouri, but 
would be of help throughout the country in recruiting other 
men of comparable economic stature. 

It is with that background that causes me to think a letter 
from the President would tip the scale. It could be a note 
which says: 

"I am the Honorary Chairman of the Holocaust Memorial 
Council. I have a great personal interest in the 
success of this idea. 

I am told that Alfred Fleischer, the Co-Chairman in 
Missouri, has invited you to chair with him in his 
program. It would be meaningful for all of us if you 
accepted this responsibility and helped us conclude this 
very meaningful program, to be operative on the Mall. 

My best wishes and thanks." 

Max, if anything like this could come forward, it would 
benefit all of our goals. 

My best wishes. 

Cordially, 

~I-~ 
Alfred J. Fleischer'"H 

.l 5725 MANCHESTER AVENUE· ST LOUIS, MISSOURI 63110 • (314) 647-6400 
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(202) 547-770l 

The Honorable Ronald w. Reagan 
The Whi tE~ House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

August 13, 1986 

The National Jewish Coalition (NJC) applauds your 
March, 1983 decision to pursue the Strategic Defense 
Initiative (SDI) program, aimed at making nuclear weapons 
obsolete. The NJC urges you to vigorously pursue full-scale 
developmemt, testing and deployment of proposed strategic 
defense s:ystems. 

As the authoritative Jane's Defense Weekly reports, the 
U.S. is lagging dangerously behind the Soviet Union in space 
technologies, by as much as ten years. The Soviets have 
also built a massive offensive arsenal which greatly 
threatens national security and world stability. It is 
therefore: imperative to the future of the program that you 
set specific goals for the deployment of the SDI technolo­
gies that will effectively deter nuclear conflict. 

The NJC hopes that you will not impose unnecessary con­
straints on the program, such as extending the ABM treaty. 
According- to a Sindlinger poll, more than 51 per cent of the 
American people support your decision to oppose unilateral 
nuclear weapons agreements, such as the SALT II and the ABM 
treaty. 

According to experts, after successful tests such as 
the Homing overlay Experiment (HOE) and numerous others, the 
technology has been proven to already exist ... on the shelf. 
We need only make a firm commitment to adequately fund 
SDI. The free world will be forced to pay a horrible price 
if the Soviet Union is the first to achieve a national 
strategic nuclear defense and the first-strike capability 
it would provide. 

415 SECOND STREET. N.E. 
SUITE 100 
WASHINGTON. DC 20002 



The NJC urges you to ignore the vocal critics of the 
program who have no qualms about leaving America defenseless 
against deliberate nuclear attack, accidental firings or 
terrorists. By maintaining and bolstering support for the 
deployment of SDI, your administration will enable the 
United States to embark on a new course of peace that will 
effectively protect and defend the free world from the 
ominous threat of nuclear destruction. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

cc: Donald Regan 
Patrick Buchanan 
Linas: Kojelis 
Max Green / 
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The Honorable Ronald w. Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

August 13, 1986 

The National Jewish Coalition (NJC) applauds your 
March, 1983 decision to pursue the Strategic Defense 
Initiative (SDI) program, aimed at making nuclear weapons 
obsolete. The NJC urges you to vigorously pursue full-scale 
developmi:?nt, testing and deployment of proposed strategic 
defense i;ystems. 

As the authoritative Jane's Defense Weekly reports, the 
U.S. is lagging dangerously behind the Soviet Union in space 
technoloqies, by as much as ten years. The Soviets have 
also built a massive offensive . arsenal which greatly 
threatem; national security and world stability. It is 
thereforE~ imperative to the future of the program that you 
set specific goals fo; the deployment of the SDI technolo­
gies that will effectively deter nuclear conflict. 

The NJC hopes that you will not impose unnecessary con­
straints on the program, such as extending the ABM treaty. 
Accordin<;r to a Sindlinger poll, more than 51 per cent of the 
American people support your decision to oppose unilateral 
nuclear weapons agreements, such as the SALT II and the ABM 
treaty. 

According to experts, after successful tests such as 
the Homing Overlay Experiment (HOE) and numerous others, the 
technology has been proven to already exist ... on the shelf. 
We need cinly make a firm commitment to adequately fund 
SDI. The free world will be forced to pay a horrible price 
if the Soviet Union is the first to achieve a national 
strategic nuclear defense and the fi~st-strike capability 
it would provide. 

415 SECOND STREET. N.E. 
SUITE 100 
WASHINGTON. DC 20002 
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The1 NJC urges you to ignore the vocal critics of the 

program who have no qualms about leaving America defenseless 
against deliberate nuclear attack, accidental firings or 
terroris,ts. By maintaining and bolstering support for the 
deployme:nt of SDI, your administration will enable the 
United States to embark on a new course of peace that will 
effectively protect and defend the free world from the 
ominous threat of nuclear destruction. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

cc: Donald Regan 
Patrick Buchanan 
Linaf; Koj el is 
Max Green✓ 

• 



ST. LOUIS COIVSTRUCTfON INDUSTRY PRID 

Repre,sen/111/ves of construcrion labor an<r management, design profe,ss/a1U1/!S and 
construction owners sign the PRIDE Mcmowndum of llndorstandlng on Aug. 28, 1972. 
PRIDE celebrares Its 15ih nnr,iversary this month. Sievers phota 

PRIDE Creates Harmony 
Nfarl!t t''lll.'T:J mcmhl'r of tlic SI. Umis 

cnu~trndior1 iudusfryJ l1t1:; sren tJtL' i,n,md vf 
/Irr I'RIDE nrg,miwtiun 011 t/u• lien /ti, of till' 
1ml11~tn1here. L!ut //1eliny-10-d11yworki1111sof 
PRIDE nrc 11mrh less visibie. On lhi'3.ocrcrsfrm 
n/ JJRJDE's 1501 mrninen;nry, Ttlamlalk 
slmn·~ ilm:oe flel,1its with render~. 

Thr. monthly PRIDE board mPdings, 
held arnund a big !able a t the Consti uclinn 
Training Schoo!, closely resembll' f,nrnly 
nwctings. Led join tly by PR![)[ Co-Ch.iir­
men Alfred ] . Fleischer and Richard 
Mr:ntia , the cons,istent tht!me is open ,11H.I 

honcj t exchange of ideas and problems. 
Up to 32 delegates, selected by 

members of the represenlative oqpniza­
tions, g,,lher arnund the table for one to 
two hour~ ()f discussion . J\,feetings ar~ 
held whether or nut there are spt•cific 
matterj to lhscu~s . 

"In-between meetings, mch PRIDE 
member is welcome to call our org;;niia• 
lion's secretary, Al Hinton at the 
Assodatcd General Contrnctors of St. 
Louis, to put items on the «genda, " 
describes Mantia. "In general, meeting 
discussions focus o n curren t construction 
induslry activities and ways in which the 
induslry can 1nect lhe needs of our 
customers - • building owners and 
developers ." 

Each new board rnember is <[uickly 
initialed to a key tenet of PRIDE: open 
itlld honest rnmmttnication. "Every 
PRIDE hoard member learns tu talk out 
differences," s;;sy Fleischer. "Wec11l ~hdrc 
a conunon cunct'rn for construction 

industry jobs. ·1 hat's nu,nbcr one. And 
!'RIDE it, also a forum fnr discussing 
disagre~ nu.!nt!i that need tu Uc resolved. 
Thi, most solid i;ain from PRIDE is th,,t 
people throughou t this industry have 
learned locomm unic;1 lewith each olher." 

The PRJDE board also invites labor and 
m.1n:lgemen l conlra'-·1 negoti,1.tors to 
meetings /•eforl' contrn.ct expi raHon to 
di~c u~s po:-.sibic ;.,rc ;'.!S or cont~niion . "We 
imprf'f-iS upo n tht•m the import«nce of 
!-ic ll hng ronlJ,1d ~ w 1th,n1l wnrk !>lop· 
p ;1w~ ·, .ind le t !hem knnw PRIDE is here 
to help," Mantia says. 

PRIDE IC'adcrs ,ire also ,:a iled upon to 
r("soJve JUrisdict;onal d isp ute m:ittcrs. 
"Initia lly, PRIDE agreed no t to be 
involvctl in se illing jurisdictional 
dispuh.•s . which wcrl' a major c;-mccr of 
th e industry when PRIDE was forrned in 
1~72," Fleisch<'r notes . "We were soon 
c..1!lkcd Uy Uusi11t-!~S nMn,1gcrs o( two locals 
to hdp resolve Lwo disputes llnd it 
evolved froi,1 there. Today, mosl 
jurisdi~lional d is putes are re ferred 
directly to Dick (Mantia) if the matter 
involves l t•\IO uniuns or to me if then.• is o 
cp.1estion i1bou1 management's a~sign­
ment decisio n." 

To l\uard ,1g,1insl PRIDE becoming J 

political fnnlb,111, board members agreed 
amon;; themsclv~s to speak publiclyonl)/ 
nn matters where un~nimity of opinion 
exists, surh ilS lhe recent Missouri gas tax 
increase . " W e've stuck to that promise," 
Fleischer says. 

EllMTllLK 
PRODUCTIVITY & RESPONSIBILITY~ 

DEVELOPMENT&. EMPJ..OYIIBIL 

PRIDE 1987 Board f.fembers 
Alfred). Flei.s<:her, PRIDE management co-<lminnan 
Richard Mantia, PRIDE labor co-chairman 
Management Represenrauves 
David "Birenbaum, SITE Improvement Association 
Carl F. Freeman, Mason Contractors Association 
James Murphy. Jr., Plumbing Contractors Association 
Larry Plunkett, National Electrical Contractors Association 
Jerry Sauder, Mechanical Contractors Association , 
Jaek Whittle, Wall and Ceiling Contractors Association 
Labor Representatives 
Donald Bresnan, Electrical Workers Local l 
Donald J. Devitt, Pipefitters Local 562 
George V. Erslon, Cement Masons Local 527 
Clyde Martini, Bricklayers Local 1 
Robert C. Sansone, Teamsters Local 682 
Leonard Terbrock, Carpenters' District Council 
Ardiitects • • 
Angelo Com,bia, American Institute of Architects 
Engineers 
William A. Herrmann, Consulting Engineers Council of Missouri 
Suppliers 
Rob Higgins, Construction Products Manufacture.rs' Council 
Alternate: Dennis Swanston 

Coi1structio11 Usef'S 
William Schweikert, St. Louis Construction Usen: Council 

Alternate: Woody Zenfell 
Mark Turken, National Association of Industrial & Off.re P,uks 

Alternate: Alan J. Perlmuttc.· 
Management Alternates , 
Robert P. Elsperman. Associated General Contractors 
Raymond R. Grossmann, Sheet Metal &: Air Conditioning Contractors 

National Association 
Floyd Krickhahn, National Electrical Contrnctors Association 
Ron Pfleger, Mason Contractors Association 
Dan Green, Wall & Ceiling Contractors Association 
Labor Alternates 
Gerald T. Feldhaus, Asbestos Workers Local 1 
Del Goebel, Operating Engineers Local 513 
G. Thomas Harvill, Eastern Missouri Laborers' District Council 
Tom McNeil, Iron Workers Loral 396 
Russell G. Schergen, Elevator Constructors Local 3 

\lot.,s are rart'ly La ken. "We discuss the 
issues until ,-ve reach consensus, ~nd then 
we expect people lo do as they've 
agreed,'' Mantia rl.'ports . 

"The success of the PRIDE program is 
that it' s voluntary. Nothing is mandatory. 
We' rt• all dedicated to bC'tlerini; tlw St. 
Louis construction industry througl1 
cooperation lJt.: twec.•n labor and mc1nage-
111ent c1. s well as with dc~ibners ~nd 
suppliers to do the best we can lo serve 
construction buyers," Mantia describes. 

Adds Fleischer, "\·Ve b0lieve our 
togetherness is more important than our 
scpar«tencss." 

PRIDE We#cui".-.es 
NA/OP to Board 

The PRIDE 
board oi directors 
was recently 
<'xpanded to 
include a serond 
representat ive of 
constrnction 
buyers. Mark 
Turken, chairman 
and chief 
executive officer lllarlc Turlt.en 

Memorandum o:f Understanding Guides PRIDE 
of Turco Development Co., w.:;s clecte 
to the new post by the St. Louis chapt 
of the National Association of Industri 
& Office Parks (NAIOP). 

\'Vhen PRIDE was formed in 1972, labor amencled to include construction 
and management enjoyed litile - if any industry supp liers and signed again on 
- trust between them. Nov . 28, 1')77. 

But a handful of ronstruction industry Tit<• nwmorandum represents each 
leaders willing to risk ridi cule and fai lu re PRIDE nll'mber's pledge tu do - or not 
to shape a better future for the industry do - cerlain things for the good of lhc 
soon convinced others to Join their industry. 
gamble . Their efforts led to agreement on • Constmclion users pledged lo 
several key principle::. which they rut in r.kmonstr.1 te pt>rsonill interest in thei r 
writing as the "PRIDE Memorandum of projects; to conduct pre-bid conferences 
Understanding." Today, that documetil to prevent jurisdirtional d isputes; to 
continues to serve as the ligh l that guides pursut• lhorough Jcsign and doa1menta-
all PRJDE decision·mnki ng and action . lion to limit d rnn~;c-s and associated costs: 

"The PRJDE Memorandum of Under- to se t realistic schedules; to enforce 
standinp; recognize~ that every member of con tr.i ct terms nnd make fair decisions; 
this indus try hns responsibil ities to the ~,ntl to ,1void the nt,;>cd for scht!duled 
others, " says Alfred]. r-leischer, PRIDE overl irne. 
managcm<!nl ccH·hairman . "lt embod ies • Architects and engjneers pledged to 
the s pirit of the PRIDE organilalion ." provide servici: \vl thin owners' budgets; 

The memorandum , developed to prcp;ire clear plans and specificr1tion~; 
between f-ehru .J.1)' o.nd August. l972, Wt1S lo consult Olt.'ne rs lHl billing and 
originally signed by represenl,rtives nf schedules; and to guide owners in 
construction ownrrs, contractors, foll owing rc.·cognjzcd construction 

.;,,., ,. ••P_.j\lf)lCJ1, fl'~i'l 'l,C[S aµfl architect~ nn -standards. . , 
,, •• • ·'· /\,,r,. "1~,'197'2.''rt,~ ~M,~;,,;ftft•\(,:,s,'•'·'-'·.' .!"-,H•',{lMl'fJ1W'.M-~dged to follow plans 

and specifications; to fully manage their Alan J. Perlmuller, vice president of 
projects; to provide the necessary tools, Paragon Group, was electe<I as NAIOt 
e,juipm~n t and materials; to coordinate alternate delegate. 
a l subcontractors; and lo follow ethical "PRIDE devotes considerable effort 
construcli<1n standards. meeting construction owners' needs f, 

• AFL-CIO and Teamsters craftsmen on-time construction, competitive 
pledged lo avoid illega l work stoppages construction costs and high quality 
and strikes; to settle jurisdictional craftsmanship," notes PRIDE Co-Cha, 
disputcsorf the job site, rather than picket man Allred J. Fleischer. "While the SI 
the joh; to perform a day' s work for a Louis Construction Users Council has 
clay's pay; to allow 11xirki11g stewards only; been part of the PRIDE organization sin 
and lo work prod uctivdy without its founding in 1972, the PRIDE board 
Jimitations . decided to expand owner representati 

• Together, union corrtraclorS and with a delegate from the leading 
craftsmen pledged lo work in harmony; developer association in St. Louis. 1r 

to keep overtime Ln a minimum; «nd to n1e SL. Louis Consln1clion U5'..'rs 
diminnte im:ffici(•nt tvork pr.:u:tires. Council represents maior corporate m 

• Suppliers pledged to deliver industrial buyers of ronslmction . 
materials on lime; tu help with order .'\s chainnan of Turc.·o, Turken hi1S 
pl .:n·emcnts; to provide mall:'rials ,'lt the developed various commercial, offie1~.1 
must economical prices possible; to_ light industrial properties, including p., 
expedite plans, details and_ mstrucllons; 270 I an<l !: .,nd the Woodlands Busines 
to furmsh matenals accordrng to Par'-
specifications; and to maintain a_ stock of _ ~ -·~-
regularly needed items. • '· ' • • ' • ' ' ' ' ' 




