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AS DELLIVERED -

ADDRESS BY
AMBASSADOR RICHARD FAIRBANKS
AT THE
NATIONAL JEWISH.COMMUNITY RELATIONS ADVISORXACOUNCIL MEETING
CLEVELAND, OHIO

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 1983

IT'S A PLEASURE AND AN HONOR TO BE HERE TODAY TO TALK ABOUT
AMERICA'S ROLE IN THE ONGOING SEARCH FOR PEACE IN THE MIDDLE
EAST. AS A PEOPLE AND AS A COUNTRY, WE AMERICANS HAVE LONG
BEEN INVOLVED IN WORKING FOR A JUST AND LASTING PEACE IN THAT
VOLATILE REGION. IT MAKES A RECORD OF IDEALISM AND DEDICATION
OF WHICH WE CAN ALL BE PROUD.

THE UNIQUE LEADERSHIP RESPONSIBILITY QF THE UNITED STATES
HAS THRUST UPON US CONTINUED INVOLVEMENT IN THESE PROBLEMS.
OUR ROLE IN NEGOTIATING THE ORIGINAL ARMISTICE IN 1948 AND
1949 IS WELL KNOWN. AFTER THE 1967 WAR, THE UNITED STATES
WAS INSTRUMENTAL IN PUTTING TOGETHER U.N. SECURITY COUNCIL
RESOLUTION 242, WHICH REMAINS THE HEART OF THE PEACE PROCESS.
SECRETARY OF STATE HENRY KISSINGER'S "SHUTTLE DIPLOMACY'" OF
1973 PRODUCED THE DISENGAGEMENT AGREEMENTS FOR THE SINAI AND
THE GOLAN HEIGHTS. PRESIDENT CARTER HELPED PRESIDENT SADAT'S
PEACE INITIATIVE TO BEAR FRUIT IN THE CAMP DAVIb ACCORDS AND
THE EGYPTIAN-ISRAELI PEACE TREATY. LAST YEAR, PRESIDENT |
REAGAN'S LEADERSHIP IN PROMOTING THE FORMATION OF MULTI-
NATIONAL PEACEKEEPING FORCES ALLOWED THE COMPLETION OF THE

WITHDRAWAL FROM THE SINAI.



YET, THERE ARE SOME WHO SAY THAT THE U.S. IS NOT TAKING
ACTIVE POSITIONS TO EFFECT PEACE. I THINK HISTORY WILL SET
THE RECORD STRAIGHT BECAUSE OUR CQUNTRY'S ACTIONS IN THE
SEARCH FOR PEACE AND THE PUBLIC AND PRIVATE STATEMENTS OF
OUR HIGHEST OFFICIALS CONTRAST STARKLY WITH SUCH VIEWS.

AMBASSADORS PHIL HABIB AND MORRIS DRAPER ARRANGED THE
CEASEFIRE 1IN LEBANON IN 1982 AND THE WITHDRAWAL OF PLO
FORCES FROM BEIRUT AND ARE CONTINUING EFFORTS TO BRING A
BROADER SETTLEMENT IN LEBANON.

IN HIS NATIONAL ADDRESS ON THE FIRST OF SEPTEMBER OF
LAST YEAR, PRESIDENT REAGAN ANNOUNCED THE CENTERPIECE OF
OUR CURRENT PEACE EFFORT: A "FRESH START" TO ACHIEVE A
SOLUTION TO THE BROADER ARAB-ISRAELI CONFLICT BY A
REVITALIZED CAMP DAVID PROCESS.

AMERICAN INVOLVEMENT IN THE QUEST FOR PEACE IN THE

MIDDLE EAST RESTS ON BOTH OUR IDEALISTIC BELIEF IN PEACEFUL

SOLUTIONS TO INTERNATIONAL PROBLEMS AND OUR REALISTIC

APPRECIATION OF THREATS TO OUR VITAL INTERESTS, AS WELL

AS TO THE INTERESTS OF OUR FRIENDS AND ALLIES. OUR
FOREIGN POLICY MUST CONTAIN BOTH THOSE ELEMENTS.

THE FOREIGN POLICY THAT FORSAKES IDEALS AND MERELY

MANIPULATES INTERESTS OFFENDS OUR SENSE OF RIGHT. A

POLICY THAT FORSAKES POWER MERELY TO PURSUE PIETIES

OFFENDS OUR SENSE OF REALITY. WE MUST HAVE A VISION OF

WORTHY IDEALS THAT CAN CAPTURE THE IMAGINATION AND A

PRACTICAL PROGRAM FOR ACHIEVING THOSE IDEALS TO COMMAND

SUPPORT,
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IN THE MIDDLE EAST, OUR IDEALS AND OUR SELF-iNTEREST ARE
COMPLEMENTING SIGNPOSTS POINTING IN THE SAME DIRECTION. AS THE
PRESIDENT SAID LAST SEPTEMBER, "OUR INVOLVEMENT IN THE SEARCH
FOR MIDDLE EAST PEACE IS NOT A MATTER OF PREFERENCE. IT'S A
MORAL IMPERATIVE. .NE HAVE AN IRREVERSIBLE COMMITMENT TO THE
SURVIVAL AND TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY OF FRIENDLY STATES. OUR
TRADITIONAL HUMANITARIAN CONCERNS DICTATE A CONTINUING EFFORT
TO PEACEFULLY RESOLVE THE CONFLICT."

THE VISION WE HAVE IS THAT OF A STABLE MIDDLE EAST, BASED
ON A JUST AND LASTING PEACE IN THE REGION. I BELIEVE OUR
PROGRAM DESERVES YOUR SUPPORT AND I EMPHASIZE TO YOU THAT YOUR
SUPPORT IS A KEY ELEMENT IN BRINGING OUR PRESIDENT'S POLICY TO
FRUITION.

IN OUR EFFORT TO ACHIEVE THAT VISION, WE ARE CURRENTLY
ADDRESSING THE TWO MOST URGENT PROBLEMS IN THE MIDDLE EAST --
RECONSTRUCTION OF A STABLE LEBANON THAT DOES NOT PRESENT A
SECURITY THREAT TO ISRAEL AND A LASTING RESOLUTION OF THE

ARAB-ISRAELI CONFLICT.
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BUT THESE., OF COURSE, ARE NOT THE ONLY PROBLEMS IN THE AREA.
EVEN IF THESE PROBLEMS WERE PERFECTLY RESOLVED TOMORROW, MANY
SERIOUS DISLOCATIONS WOULD REMAIN AND THE REGION WOULD STILL BE
TORN BY A HOST OF CONFLICTS SUCH AS THE IRAN-IRAQ WAR, THE
CONFLICTS IN THE YEMENS, AND THE ADVENTURISM OF COLONEL
KHADAFFI. HOWEVER, A STABLE LEBANON AND RESOLUTION OF THE
PALESTINIAN QUESTION "IN ALL ITS ASPECTS™ IS STILL RIGHTLY OUR
PREDOMINANT VISION.

ON THE FIRST OF THESE, AS THE PRESIDENT HAS PUT IT, "A
STABLE AND REVIVED LEBANON IS ESSENTIAL TO ALL OUR HOPES FOR
PEACE FOR THE REGION."™ IN ORDER TO ACCOMPLISH THAT GOAL. WE
ARE CURRENTLY ENGAGED IN DIPLOMATIC EFFORTS SEEKING THE
WITHDRAWAL OF ALL EXTERNAL MILITARY FORCES, THE RESTORATION OF
LEBANESE AUTHORITY OVER ITS TERRITORY, AND FULL SECURITY FOR
ISRAEL'S NORTHERN BORDER.

OUR OBJECTIVE IN LEBANON IS STRAIGHTFORWARD. WE SEEK TO

RESTORE LEBANESE SOVEREIGNTY AND INSURE ISRAELI SECURITY.
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THESE ARE NOT SEPARATE OBJECTIVES. A STABLE, SdVEREIGN LEBANON
AND A SECURE ISRAEL ARE TWO SIDES OF THE SAME COIN. THE THREAT
TO ISRAEL DOES NOT COME FROM THE LEBANESE PEOPLE BUT FROM THOSE
FOREIGN FORCES THAT USURPED LEBANESE SOVEREIGNTY AND ARE STILL
CAMPED ON LEBANESg SOIL. IT FOLLOWS THAT A PEACEFUL LEBANON,
FREE OF ALL FOREIGN FORCES AND SOVEREIGN OVER ALL ITS
TERRITORY, WILL MAKE A MAJOR CONTRIBUTION TO ISRAELI SECURITY.

LEBANON HAS IDENTiFIED SOVEREIGNTY, CONTROL OF ITS
TERRITORY AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF ITS FOREIGN RELATIONS WITH
BOTH ISRAEL AND THE ARAB STATES AS KEY ELEMENTS OF ITS
POSITION, WHILE ISRAEL HAS CALLED FOR A NEW RELATIONSHIP AND "A
REAL INSURANCE POLICY" THAT SOUTHERN LEBANON WILL NOT BECOME
AGAIN THE BASE FOR CROSS-BORDER TERRORIST ATTACKS.

WE HOPE THE NEGOTIATIONS NOW UNDER WAY WILL LEAD TO THE

ACHIEVEMENT OF THESE GOALS.
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As SECRETARY SHULTZ SAID IN A /SPEECH TO THE UNITED JEWISH

APPEAL. "WHILE THESE NEGOTIATIONS HAVE NOT MOVED AS RAPIDLY AS
WE WOULD HAVE LIKED, AT LEAST THE PARTIES ARE TALKING. To
TALK. TO TALK ABOUT DIFFERENCES: TO TALK ABOUT ASPIRATIONS: TO
TALK ABOUT PEACE.. BUT IN ALL EVENTS, TO TALK. WE ASK FOR
NOTHING MORE OF ANY OF THE PARTICIPANTS AT THE BEGINNING OF THE
PROCESS. AND WE HAVE THE DEEPEST DUTY AND OBLIGATION TO ASK
FOR NO LESS."

WITH REGARD TO THE RESOLUTION OF THE ARAB-ISRAELI CONFLICT,
WE ARE ENGAGED IN A VIGOROUS EFFORT TO GET UNDERWAY THE DIRECT
NEGOTIATIONS AMONG ALL FIVE PARTIES CALLED FOR IN THE CAMP

-

DAVID ACCORDS INDEED, THAT WAS THE INTENT OF THE PRESIDENT

-

WHEN HE LAUNCHED HIS SEPTEMBER 1 INIfIATIVE. THE PRESIDENT
CALLED ON THE PARTIES TO RECOGNIZE THE REALITY OF THEIR
POSITION. ISRAEL HAS MORE THAN ONCE DEMONSTRATED ITS MILITARY
STRENGTH AND BRAVERY. BUT ISRAEL MUST RECOGNIZE THAT WHILE
SECURITY REQUIRES MILITARY STRENGTH., STRENGTH ALONE IS NOT

ENOUGH: REAL SECURITY CAN ONLY BE ACHIEVED IN TRUE PEACE.



THE CHALLENGE ISRAEL FACES NOW IS TO COMBINE DIPLOMACY WITH
POWER TO BUILD AN ENDURING POLITICAL SETTLEMENT.

THE PRESIDENT CALLED ON THE PALESTINIAN ARABS TO
RECOGNIZE THAT THEIR OWN POLITICAL ASPIRATIONS ARE INEXTRICABLY
BOUND TO RECOGNITION OF ISRAEL'S RIGHT TO EXIST IN PEACE. IT
IS ONLY IN- THE CONTEXT OF PEACE THAT THE PALESTINIANS CAN
ENJOY THEIR LEGITIMATE RIGHTS -- NOT "RIGHTS'" EXPOUNDED IN
COFFEE HOUSES OR AS POLEMICS IN SPEECHES AND PAMPHLETS, BUT
RIGHTS ENJOYED BY A PEOPLE LIVING AT PEACE WITH THEIR NEIGH-
BORS AND ENJOYING THE DIGNITY AND SELF-RESPECT THAT COME WITH
SELF-GOVERNMENT.

THE PRESIDENT CALLED ON THE ARAB STATES TO ACCEPT. THE
REALITY OF ISRAEL -- AND THE REALITY THAT PEACE AND JUSTICE
ARE TO BE GAINED ONLY THROUGH HARD, FAIR, AND DIRECT
NEGOTIATION.

THUS, THE PRESIDENT WAS NOT SEEKING TO IMPOSE A PEACE
OR DICTATE A SETTLEMENT. HE HAS CHALLENGED THE PARTIES TO
THE CONFLICT TO MEET AT THE NEGOTIATING TABLE AND TO CONCLUDE
WHAT FORCE OR ARMS, TERRORISM, AND VIOLENCE HAVE NOT -- A
JUST AND LASTING PEACE BASED ON MUTUAL RIGHTS AND MUTUAL

ACCEPTANCE.



AS SECRETARY OF STATE SHULTZ PUT IT LAST SEPTEMBER,
"THERE IS NO NEED NOW TO AGREE ON ANY PRINCIPLE BUT ONE --
‘THE NEED TO COME TOGETHER AT THE BARGAINING TABLE."

THE UNITED STATES, AS A FULL PARTNER IN THE PEACE
PROCESS, STANDS READY TO HELP. AND WE REMAIN CONVINCED
THAT THE INITIATIVE BEGUN BY THE PRESIDENT LAST SEPTEMBER
CONSTITUTES A SOUND BASIS FOR AN EQUITABLE RESOLUTION OF
THE PALESTINIAN PROBLEM AND, BEYOND THAT, FOR THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF TRUE PEACE AMONG ISRAEL AND ALL ITS
ARAB NEIGHBORS. THESE PROPOSALS ARE FIRMLY GROUNDED
ON UNSC RESOLUTIONS 242 AND 338 AND THE CAMP DAVID ACCORDS.
THE CHIEF PRINCIPLE UNDERLYING RESOLUTION 242 IS THE
EXCHANGE OF TERRITORY FOR PEACE AND THAT PRINCIPLE HAS
BEEN INCORPORATED IN THE PEACE PROCESS BUILT ON THAT
RESOLUTION. THE CENTRAL ELEMENTS OF THE CAMP DAVID ACCORDS
AND THE PRESIDENT'S PROPOSALS ARE TWO -- FIRST A TRANSITIONAL
PERIOD OF AUTONOMY, DURING WHICH THE RESIDENTS OF THE WEST
BANK AND GAZA ELECT A SELF-GOVERNING AUTHORITY TO GOVERN THEIR
OWN DAY-TO-DAY AFFAIRS; AND THEN DURING THAT PERIOD, NEGOTIA-
TIONS AMONG ALL THE PARTIES -- ISRAEL, EGYPT, JORDAN, THE
SELF-GOVERNING AUTHORITY OF THE WEST BANK AND GAZA, AND
THE UNITED STATES -- TO DETERMINE THE FINAL STATUS OF THE
TERRITORIES AND TO ARRANGE FORMAL TREATIES OF PEACE.

LET ME REVIEW THE PRESIDENT'S PROPOSALS FOR YOU VERY
BRIEFLY, BECAUSE THE PASSAGE OF TIME MAY HAVE DIMMED SOME

OF THE IMPORTANT ASPECTS. FOR THE TRANSITION PERIOD, WE



BELIEVE THAT THE PALESTINTAN RESIDENTS SHOULD HAVE REAL
CONTROL OVER THEIR DAY-TO-DAY LIVES, AND OVER THE STATE
LANDS AND OTHER RESOURCES OF THE WEST BANK AND GAZA.
(BURG STORY.) DURING THIS PERIOD, HOWEVER, WE WOULD
OPPOSE ANY EFFORT TO DISMANTLE EXISTING ISREALI SETTLE-
MENTS OR TO PLACE ARBITRARY LIMITS ON THE OPEN BORDER
WITH ISRAEL.. THE.PALESTINIANS SHOULD FORM THE "STRONG
LOCAL POLICE FORCE" CALLED FOR IN THE CAMP DAVID ACCORDS,
AND TAKE PROGRESSIVE RESPONSIBILITY FOR INTERNAL SECURITY
AND LAW AND ORDER FUNCTIONS, AS THEY DEMONSTRATE THE
ABILITY TO DO SO, WHILE LEAVING EXTERNAL SECURITY TO THE
RESPONSIBILITY OF ISRAEL.

FOR THE FINAL STATUS OF THE AREA, WE BELIEVE THAT -
NEITHER PERMANENT ISRAELI SOVEREIGNTY NOR AN INDEPENDENT
PALESTINIAN STATE IS THE WAY TO ACHIEVE A JUST AND
LASTING PEACE. RATHER, WE BELIEVE THAT THE BEST CHANCE"
FOR PEACE IS SELF-GOVERNMENT BY THE PALESTINIANS IN
ASSOCIATION WITH JORDAN. 1IN THE FINAL STATUS NEGOTIATIONS,
THE ULTIMATE BORDERS BETWEEN ISRAEL AND THE TERRITORIES
WILL BE DETERMINED AND SECURITY GUARANTEES HAMMERED OUT.
WE REMAIN FULLY COMMITTED TO ISRAELI SECURITY; AND AS THE
PRESIDENT SAID IN HIS SPEECH, WE WILL NOT ASK ISRAEL TO
RETURN TO THE INSECURITY OF THE PRE-1967 PERIOD. RATHER,
IN THE WORDS OF -PRESIDENT REAGAN: "OUR VIEW ON THE EXTENT

TO WHICH ISRAEL SHOULD BE ASKED TO GIVE UP TERRITORY WILL
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BE HEAVILY AFFECTED BY THE EXTEND OT TRUE PEACE AND
NORMALIZATION AND THE SECURITY ARRANGEMENTS OFFERED IN
RETURN."

WHILE I AM ON THE SUBJECT OF SECURITY, I WOULD LIKE TO
MAKE ONE OTHER POINT. THERE ARE THOSE WHO WORRY THAT THE
PRESIDENT'S PROPOSAL FOR SELF-GOVERNMENT FOR THE WEST BANK
AND GAZA IN ASSOCIATION WITH JORDAN WILL LEAD TO AN
INDEPENDENT PALESTINIAN STATE. AS SECRETARY SHULTZ SAID
ON SEPTEMBER 12, "IT IS NOT BEYOND THE REACH OF DIPLOMACY
TO CREATE, NOR'ISRAELI'MILITARY POWER TO ENSURE, THAT

AGREED ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE WEST BANK WILL NOT ERODE OVER

TIME."

“EAST,_WE BELIEVE THAT JERUSABEM SHOULD BE AN UNDIVIDED
g1TY. BUf; TS EIEKI\STAIQ§:§§gSfEVz§ADETERMIN THROUGH
N GOTIATIONg}N\EHE CONTEXT OF AN O% L%:ﬁ’DDLE EAST

SET}LEMENT.
THAT, IN BRIEF SUMMARY, IS PRESIDENT REAGAN'S
INITIATIVE FOR A FRESH START ON THE PEACE PROCESS -- AN

INITIATIVE WHICH HAS CAPTURED CENTER STAGE IN THE INTER-

NATIONAL DEBATE ON THE FUTURE OF THE MIDDLE EAST.

OVER THE PAST FEW MONTHS, WE HAVE VIGOROUSLY SOUGHT TO
REINVIGORATE THE PEACE PROCESS THROUGH ACCEPTANCE OF THE

PRESIDENT'S CHALLENGE FOR EXPANDED DIRECT NEGOTIATIONS
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WHILE THERE HAS NOT YET BEEN A PUBLIC CHANGE IN }HE RELUCTANCE
OF THE GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL TO ACCEPT THE PRESIDENT'S
INITIATIVE, BECAUSE THE PRESIDENT'S APPROACH IS FULLY WITHIN
THE CAMP DAVID FORMULA -- AS ALL AMERICANS WHO WERE PRESENT AT
THE NEGOTIATIONS AéREE -- AND IN LIGHT OF THE RIGOROUS
GUARANTEES OF THE LEGITIMATE SECURITY INTERESTS OF ISRAEL WHICH
WOULD RESULT FROM ANY DIRECT NEGOTIATIONS TO WHICH THE U.S. AND

l
!
ISRAEL .. AGREE, I BELIEVE THAT ISRAEL WILL NOT MISS THE

HISTORIC CHANCE FOR PEACE THAT THE APPEARANCE AT THE BARGAINING
TABLE OF NEW ARAB PEACE PARTNERS WOULD PRESENT.

SUCH A DECISION CAN ONLY BE PRESENTED WHEN -JORDAN PUéLICLY
INDICATES CLEARLY ITS READINESS TO NEGOTIATE PEACE WITH
ISRAEL. IN FACT, IT WAS THE ABSENCE OF BOTH JORDAN AND
REPRESENTATIVE PALESTINIAN ARABS THAT HAMPERED THE NEGOTIATIONS
FROM 1979 10 1982. IT IS NO SECRET THAT THE FOCUS OF OUR
EFFORTS AT THIS TIME IS JORDAN AND THAT THE NEXT STEP ON THE

ROAD TO PEACE IS ONE WHICH CAN BEST BE TAKEN BY KING HUSSEIN.
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WE UNDERSTAND AND APPRECIATE THE DIFFICULT PROBLEMS HE

CONFRONTS IN MAKING HIS DECISION; WE ARE CONFIDENT THAT HE WILL
OVERCOME THOSE PROBLEMS AND THAT HIS DECISION WILL CONTRIBUTE
FURTHER TO THE FRESH START ALONG THE ROAD TO PEACE WHICH THE
PRESIDENT HAS CALLED FOR.

IN THIS CONNECTION, LET ME CLARIFY FOR YOU TWO ASPECTS OF
OUR CURRENT CONSULTATIONS WHICH APPEAR TO HAVE BECOME SOMEWHAT
CONFUSED IN THE PUBLIC MIND. ONE IS THE QUESTION OF
PALESTINIAN PARTICIPATION IN THE NEGOTIATING PROCESS. THE CAMP
DAVID FRAMEWORK CALLS FOR JORDAN TO TAKE PAhT IN THE
NEGOTIATIONS TOGETHER WITH EGYPT AND ISRAEL. THE FRAMEQORK
ALSO SAYS THAT THE DELEGATIONS OF EITHER EGYPT OR JORDAN "MAY
INCLUDE PALESTINIANS FROM THE WEST BANK AND GAZA OR OTHER
PALESTINIANS AS MUTUALLY AGREED."

WE HAVE MADE VERY CLEAR TO ALL OF OUR ARAB INTERLOCUTORS
OUR CONVICTION THAT -~ FOR PURELY PRAGMATIC REASONS -- A
- JORDANIAN DELEGATION CANNOT INCLUDE MEMBERS OF THE PLO oR

INDIVIDUALS CLAIMING TO REPRESENT THE PLO.



- 13 -
THUS PALESTINIAN ARABS WHO MAY JOIN THE JORDANiAN DELEGATION
WOULD REPRESENT THE INfERESTS OF THEIR CONFRERES AND NOT THE
INTERESTS OF ONE OR ANOTHER ORGANIZATION. SUCH PALESTINIANS
FROM- THE WEST BANK OR GAZA CLEARLY WOULD HAVE THE RIGHT TO BE
INCLUDED IN THE jORDANIAN DELEGATION.

A SECOND AREA THAT MAY REQUIRE CLARIFICATION INVOLVES THE
PACE OF THE NEGOTIATIONS. THE FRAMEWORK SAYS THAT, AFTER AN
ELECTION IS HELD AND THE AUTONOMY REGIME ESTABLISHED,
NEGOTIATIONS TO DETERMINE THE FINAL STATUS OF THE WEST BANK AND
GAZA WILL BEGIN "AS SOON AS POSSIBLE BUT NOT LATER THAN THE
THIRD YEAR..." CLEARLY THE ISSUES THAT WILL CONFRONT THE
PARTIES AT THAT TIME ARE DIFFICULT AND COMPLEX. IT IS OUR VIEW
THAT THE NEGOTIATIONS TO RESOLVE THOSE ISSUES -- AND THUS TO
ESTABLISH REAL PEACE —-- SHOULD BEGIN AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.

ALTHOUGH THE PROCESS SINCE SEPTEMBER HAS NOT MOVED AS FAST
AS WE WOULD HAVE LIKED, WE SHOULD NOT UNDERESTIMATE THE

SIGNIFICANCE AND THE POWER OF WHAT HAS BEEN ACHIEVED.
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THE PRESIDENT'S INITIATIVE HAS ATTRACTED THE ATTENTION AND
FIRED THE IMAGINATION OF THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD ~--
PARTICULARLY IN THE MIDDLE EAST. AND ARAB LEADERS ARE NOW
TALKING ABOUT HOW TO MAKE PEACE WITH ISRAEL -- NOT WHETHER. A
STREAM OF ARAB KINGS, PRESIDENTS AND FOREIGN MiNISTERS HAVE
BEEN TO THE WHITE HOUSE TO PURSUE THIS VERY SUBJECT AND THEY
ARE CONTINUING THEIR EFFORTS TO FIND THE WAY. ALTHOUGH THESE
STEPS ARE STILL TENTATIVE, WE HAVE SEEN AT LAST A CHANGE FROM
THE SELF-DEFEATING LITANY OF REJECTION. WHILE MANY HAVE SOUGHT
TO NEGOTIATE VARIOUS AéPECTS OF THE PRESIDENT'S INITIATIVE WITH
US, THE PRESIDENT'S UNYIELDING MESSAGE HAS BEEN THAT HIS

7

POSITIONS ARE PUBLIC AND UNCHANGED#AND THE PLACE TO NEGOTIATE

IS AT THE TABLE, FACE-TO-FACE WITH ISRAEL.

As WE CONTINUE OUR EFFORTS TO MAKE REAL THE DREAM OF PEACE,
THERE IS ONE VITAL COMPONENT I HAVE NOT YET ADDRESSED. IN NO
AREA OF THE WORLD IS IT MORE IMPORTANT FOR ALL THE PARTIES TO

RECOGNIZE THAT THIS PRESIDENT AND THIS COUNTRY WILL MAINTAIN
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TOO OFTEN IN THE PAST, AS THE PRESIDENT NOTED, THE QUEST FOR
PEACE IN THE MIDDLE‘EAST HAS BEEN A STORY OF MISSED
OPPORTUNITIES. MANY OF THESE OPPORTUNITIES HAVE EVAPORATED
BECAUSE OTHERS DID NOT BELIEVE THE UNITED STATES WOULD
. FOLLOW THROUGH ON ITS COMMITMENTS AND ITS POLICIES. I ASSURE
YOU, CATEGORICALLY, THIS PRESIDENT WILL.

BUT, HIS ABILITY TO DO SO, AND, JUST AS IMPORTANTLY,
HIS PERCEIVED ABILITY TO DO SO, CAN ONLY BE STRENGTHENED
BY THE ACTIVE AND INFORMED INVOLVEMENT AND SUPPORT OF THE
CITIZENS OF AMERICA. THE SEARCH FOR PEACE IN THE MIDDLE
EAST IS NOT A PARTISAN ISSUE; IT IS NOT AN ISSUE WHICH
SEPARATES AMERICANS -- INDEED, IT UNITES ALL OF US. HISTORY
WILL JUDGE US HARSHLY SHOULD THIS OPPORTUNITY BE MISSED,
BUT IF WE HAVE THE WIT AND THE WILL TO SUCCEED, GOD WILL
BLESS OUR EFFORTS. THANK YOU AND SHALOM.

#Hf



1ITE HOUSE

T HINGTON

september 24, 1984

Dear Mr. Chernin:

I would appreciate it if you would kindly
put me on your mailing list for memorandums
on domestic and foreign affairs sent to
your constituent organizations.

My address is Room 197, Washington, DC 20500.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely yours,

U ,UJM

Marshall Breger v
Special A551stant to
the President for
Public Liaison

Mr. Albert D. Chernin

Executive Vice Chairman

National Jewish Community
Relations Advisory Council

443 Park Avenue South

New York, New York 10016















