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PRODEMCA

Citizens’ Committee for the Pro-Democratic
Forces in Central America

A STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

WHAT PRODEMCA BELIEVES

The friends of democracy are gaining strength in Central
America, and they need and want our help.

Many in our country have too long believed that the only
choice for the peoples of Central America is between
traditional, authoritarian systems and a violent, repressive
new revolutionary order. But during recent years it has become
clear that there is a powerful desire for democracy among the
peoples of this region, This aspiration is increasingly
reflected in their institutions.

In El Salvador, huge numbers of citizens turned out in
three elections since 1982, the last of which elected Jose
Napoleon Duarte as the country's new President -- a President
who has vowed to protect the rights of his people, and has
taken important steps to do so.

Democracy has taken hold in Honduras, and to some extent
in Panama. In these countries, and in E1 Salvador, the
military increasingly accepts the principle of civilian
government and has worked to strengthen the processes of civil-
ian, democratic rule. Even Guatemala, which has had some harsh
military regimes, has shown recent signs of progress toward
democracy, including a peaceful Constituent Assembly election
with a large turnout in 1984. And Costa Rica has for many
years been among the few fully democratic societies outside of
the industrialized world.

But many threats still cloud the prospect of progress.
Poverty, illiteracy and disease are still widespread, and. for
some time to come will create a desperation that is easily ex~
ploited by violent and extreme forces. 1In some countries, rem-
nants of the old order and its henchmen use violent and unjust
means to try to retain their power. Even more dangerous is the
threat from the local totalitarian left in Central America
which, with Soviet and Cuban support, is now tightening its
hold on Nicaragua, carrying out guerrilla and terrorist attacks
in other countries of the region, and building unprecedented
military forces -- greater than the combined forces of all the
countries in the area.

A nonprofit, nonpartisan educational organization formed in 1984 by private citizens who care about
democracy, human rights and social justice in Central America.

(In Formation} Morris R. Abram, John M Bennett*, Nicholas D. Biddle, Linden Blue, Francis R. Carroll*, William C. Doherty, Jr.*, Angier Bidc'ile Duke*, o
J. Peter Grace, Judith Hernstadt, Sidney Hook, John T. Joyce, R. Penn Kemble*, Clark Kerr, Jorge Mas Canosa, Huber Matos, Jr., Michael Nf)vak,- Richard Ravitch*,
Bayard Rustin*, Albert Shanker, John R. Silber*, Max Singer*, Kenneth B. Smilen*, Ben J. Wattenberg, Mary N. Temple, Executive Director

*Executive Committee Member
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We believe that the citizens of the United States have a
profound moral and strategic stake in the victory of democracy
in Central America. We believe that either democracy will
overcome this challenge, or the region will sink back into
repression and violence. If the hope for democracy is extin-
guished, the result will be more brutality and repression than
the region has yet known. This in turn will threaten the
security and the values of all Americans.

How can we best respond to these dangers? Among us there
may be differing views over how our social and economic
assistance to the region should be employed —-- but we all agree
that significant amounts of such aid are needed. There may be
differences over the ways in which U.S. military assistance
should be implemented -- but we agree that unless the security
of these societies is defended, social and economic assistance
is futile.

We all agree that the democratic forces of the region must
be encouraged and assisted. For too long Americans have
debated economic and military strategies while neglecting the
political dimension of the problem.

It is not difficult to determine who is to be included
among those democratic forces. They now include the
governments of Costa Rica, Honduras, E1 Salvador and Panama,
and the democratic political forces of Nicaragua. They include
independent businessmen and their organizations, workers ‘
affiliated with free unions, the Roman Catholic Church and
other religious groups, professional and other private sector
groups. They include the political parties that have partici-
pated in democratic elections and accepted the results. These
are tested opponents of totalitarianism and oligarchy. And
this list is only a beginning.

WHAT PRODEMCA WILL DO

We will join the debate in the United States, which has
too often been swayed by those who believe that the region is
not ready for democracy, or that the United States cannot act
constructively in the region.

We will distribute facts and information about the
democratic struggle in the region and in specific countries.
We will do this through:

o} Mail campaigns to build a grass-roots network
throughout the United States to use our materials and
speakers in local communities;

0 Information distribution -- pamphlets, video cas-
settes, educational materials, films;



o A newsletter keeping up-to-date on relevant develop-
ments in the region, and country by country;

0 Computer network distribution of information and
materials;

0 Visits by Central American leaders to speak to public
gatherings, the media, the Congress and government
officials, organizations and religious groups, at the

national and local level; educational visits to Central

America for first hand observation and study by U.S.
citizens and leaders;

o} Special events -- conferences, forum meetings, teach-
ins, etc.;:

o A Speakers' Bureau, making available informed spokes-
men to organizations and meetings;

o} Student activities, including speakers, materials and
assistance to campus groups that want to organize a
program;

o An information bank and clearinghouse to aid organiza-
tions and religious groups, researchers, students and
others;

o Special educational programs for the media,

Congressional representatives and staff, government
officials, and national leaders.

Strong citizens' groups are a hallmark of our democracy.
OQur goal is to inform and mobilize the public so that our
government will stand firm for the democratic ideal.

HOW PRODEMCA WILL OPERATE

Our Committee is composed of individuals from all sectors
of American life, who represent no partisan special interests.
We welcome the participation of Democrats, Republicans and
independents, of liberals and conservatives, of supporters and
opponents of the present Administration and its policies.

All of our Council members and officers serve without pay
as individuals and not as representatives of any other
organizations with which they may be affiliated., PRODEMCA is
completely independent of every other organization and is not
connected to any government.

Qur activities will be wholly financed by voluntary contri-
butions from individuals, corporations and foundations. To en-
sure that PRODEMCA has a broad base of public support it will



not accept any individual contribution in excess of 10%Z of the
Committee's total budget.

We are incorporated in the District of Columbia as an
educational non-profit organization. The Internal Revenue
Service has determined that we are exempt from federal income
tax under section 501 (c)(3) of the U.S, Internal Revenue Code,
so that contributions to the Committee are tax deductible; and
we will be treated as a publicly supported organization, rather
than a private foundation, at least during the current period
(through December 31, 1985).

PRODEMCA is governed by its National Council at annual
meetings. Between Council meetings the Executive Committee
will be responsible for the organization and has full power to
act for the Council. Members of the Council and advisory
groups are consulted informally by the staff and the Executive
Committee about policies and programs. PRODEMCA is a temporary
organization. Our only purpose is to help Americans learn the
facts about Central America so that the United States will
support the pro-democratic forces in the struggle now taking
place., We will continue only until our job is completed.

We call upon people from all walks of American life --
business, public affairs, education, the professions, religious
groups -~ to join with us in this program, to contribute
generously and to carry the message to your own friends, orga-
nizations and community.,



- PRODEMCA

Citizens’ Committee for the Pro-Democratic
Forces in Central America

National Council (in formation)

Morris Abram, Attorney, New York
Philip Baum, Assoc. Exec. Director, American Jewish Congress
* John M, Bennett, San Antonio, Texas
Nicholas D. Biddle, Madrid and San Jose, Costa Rica
Linden Blue, Chairman, Cordillera Corporation, Denver, Colorado
Vladimir Bukovsky, Hoover Institution, Stanford, California
* Francis R. Carroll, President, Small Business Service Bureau
S. Harrison Dogole, Businessman, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
* William C. Doherty, Jr., Executive Director, American Institute
for Free Labor Development
* Angier Biddle Duke, Chairman, Appeal of Conscience Foundation,
former Ambassador to El Salvador
Orville Freeman, Chairman, Business International, former Secretary
of Agriculture, former Governor of Minnesota
J. Peter Grace, Chairman, W. R. Grace & Company
Judith Hernstadt, Las Vegas, Nevada
Theodore M. Hesburgh, President, University of Notre Dame
Sidney Hook, Hoover Institution, Stanford, California
Samuel P, Huntington, Director, The Center for International
Affairs, Harvard University
John T. Joyce, President, International Union of Bricklayers
and Allied Craftsmen
* Penn Kemble, President, Foundation for Democratic Fducation
Clark Xerr, President Emeritus, University of California
Jorge Mas Canosa, Chairman, Cuban-American National Foundation
Huber Matos, Jr., Cuba, Independiente y Democratica
Michael Novak, American Enterprise Institute
* Richard Ravitch, Chairman, City Development Corporation, Inc.
Daniel Rose, President, Rose Associates, New York
* Bayard Rustin, President, A. Philip Randolph Institute
Albert Shanker, President, American Federation of Teachers
* John R. Silber, President, Boston University; member National
Bipartisan Commission on Central America
William E. Simon, President, Olin Foundation, former Secretary
of the Treasury
* Max Singer, President, The Potomac Organization
Kenneth B. Smilen, Chairman, Smilen & Safian
Maurice Sonnenberg, Investment Consultant, New York
Ben J. Wattenberg, Chairman, Coalition for Democratic Majority
Elie Wiesel, Author, Professor in Humanities, Boston University
Mary N. Temple, Executive Director, PRODEMCA
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*

* Member of the Executive Committee

(A1l affiliations are for identification purposes only.)
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FRIENDS OF THE DEMOCRATIC CENTER IN CENTRAL AMERICA
(PRODEMCA)

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE
WHAT WE BELIEVE

The friends of democracy are gaining strengthin Central America, and they need
and want our help.

Many in aur country have tco lang believed that the only choice for the pecple of
Central America is between traditional, authoritarian systems and a violent,
repressive new revolutionary order. But during -ecent years it has become clear
thatthere is a powerful desire fordemocracyamong the peoples ol thisregion. This
aspiration is increasingly reflected in their institutions.

In El Salvador, huge numbers of citizens turned outin four elections since 1982
They eélected Jose Napoieon Duarte as the country's new President— a President
who hasvowed to protect the rights cf his people and has taken important steps to
do so.

Democracy has taken a firm hold in Honduras. As in El Salvador, the military
increasingly accepts the principle cf civilian government and has worked to
strengthen the processes of civilian, demacratic rule. Even Guatemala, which has
had some harsh military regimes, has made substantial progress toward
dernocracy. And Costa Rica has for many years been among the few fully
demaocratic societies cutside of the industrialized world.

But many threats still cloud the prospect of progress. Poverty, illiteracy and
disease are still widespread, and for some time lo come will creale a desperation
that is easily exploited by violent and extreme forzes, In some countries, remnants
ofthe ald order use violentand unjust means to tryta retain their power. Even more
dangerous is the threat from the totalitarian lef: in Central America which, with
Soviet and Cuban support, is now lightening its hold on Nicaragua, carrying out
guerrilla and terrorist attacks in other countries of the region, and building
unprecedented military forces.

We believe that the citizens of the United Stetes have a protound moral and
strategic stake in the victory ot democracy in Central America. We believe that
either democracy will succeed or the region will sink back into repression and
viclence. Ifthe hope fordemocracy is extinguished, the result will be more brutality
and repression than the region has yetknown. This in turn will threaten the security
and the values of all Americans,

How can we bestrespond te these dangers? Among us there may be differing
views over how our social and economic assistance to the region should be
employed —butweall agreethatsignificanlamounts of aid are needed. There may
be difierences over the ways in which U.S. military assistance should be imple-
mented — but we agree that unless the security of these societies is defended,
social and economic assistance is futile.

We all agree that the democratic forces of the region must be encouraged and
assisted. For too long Americans have debated economic and military strategies
while neglecting the political dimension ot the problem.

It is not difficult to determine who is to be included among those democratic
forces. They now include the governments of Costa Rica, Honduras, El Salvador
and Panama, and the democratic potitical forces of Nicaragua. They include
independent businessmen and their organizations, workers affihated with free
unions, the Roman Catholic Church and otherre igious groups, professional and
other private sector groups. They inciude the political parties that have parti-
cipated in democratic elections and accepted the results. These are tested
opponents of totalitarianism and oligarchy. And this list is only a beginning.

WHAT WE DO

We are joining the debate in the United States, which has teo often been swayed
by those who believe that the region is not ready tor democracy, or that the Uniied
States cannot act constructively in the region.

We distribute facts and information about the demacratic struggle in the region
and in specific countries, through:

& Mailcampaigns te build a grass-roots network throughoutthe United States
to use cur materials and speakers in local communities;

® Pamphlels, articles, educational materials films;

® Press conferences and briefings on current developments and issues of
timely interest and concern;

® Visits by Cenlral Amencan leaders to speak lo public gatherings, the medig,
the Congress and government officials, organizations and religious groups,
at the national and local fevel;

® Visits to Central America for first hand observation and study by U.S. citizens
and leaders who talk and write about their experiences in their communities,
organizations and the media;

® Special events — conferences, forum meetings, teach-ins;

® A Speakers’ Bureau, making available informed spokesmen 1o organiza-
tions. churches, schools and universities;

e Special briefings far the media, organizations, Congressicnal representa-
tives and staff, government officials, and national leaders.

Strong citizens' groups are a hallmark of our democracy. Qur goal is 1o inform
and mobilize the public so that our government will stand firm for the democratic
ideat.

HOW WE OPERATE

Our Committee is composed of individuals from all sectors of American life, who
represent no pantisan special interests. We welcome the participation of
Democrats, Republicans and independenits, of liberals and conservatives.

All of pur Council members and officers serve as individuals and not as
representatives of any other organizations with which they may be affiliated. Our
activities are financed by veluntary contributions from individuals, corporations
and foundations. We are incorporated in the District of Columbia as an educa-
tional non-profit organization. Contributions to the Commitiee are tax deductible
under Secticn 501 {c)3) of the Internal Revenue Code.

We are governed by the National Council at annual meetings. Between Council
meetings the Executive Committee is responsible for the organization and has full
power to act for the Council. Members of the Council are consulted informally by
the staff and the Executive Committee about policies and programs.

We call upon people from all waiks of life — business, labor, public affairs,
education, the professions, religious groups — te join with us in this program, to
contribute generously and to carry the message to your own friends, organizations
and community.

[ e ey
Friends of the Democratic Center
in Central American (Prodemca)

729 151h Street, N.W. (
Suite 950
Washington, D.C. 20005

Send me more information

| would like to help in my community =

| enclose § for the program. Contributions are tax deductible |
under Section 501 {¢)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. |
Name _ _  ___ _ o o . - _ =
Address - _ - |
|

- - - : - I
|

Phone . |
4

NATIONAL COUNCIL

ANGIER BIDDLE DUKE
CHAIRMAN
MORRIS ABRAM
ATTCRNEY. NEW YORK
PHILIP BAUM
AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS
JOHN M BENNETT
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS
NICHOLAS D. BIDDLE
SAN JOSE, COSTA RICA
LINDEN BLUE
DENVER. COLORADO
YLADIMIR BUKOVSKY
HOOVER INSTITUTION,
STANFORD, CALIFORNIA
FRANCIS R. CARROLL
SMALL BUSINESS SERVICE BUREAU
KEVIN CORRIGAN~
CORPORATE EXEGUTIVE, NEW YORK
S. HARRISON DOGOLE
BUSINESSMAN, PHILADELPHIA, PA
WILLIAM C. DOHERTY, JR*
AMERICAN INSTITUTE FOR FREE
LABCR DEVELOPMENT

JOHN C. DUNCAN
CONSULTANT, ST. JOE
MINERALS CORPORATION

MAUFICE A FEARE
MAYQR OF MI1AM|

ORVILLE FREEMAN
FORMER SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE

J. PETER GRACE
CHAIRMAN, W. R, GRACE & CO.

JUDITH HERNSTADT
LAS VEGAS, NEVADA

THEOAORE M. HESBURGH
PRESIDENT, UNIVERSITY OF
NOT3E DAME

SIDNEY HOOK
HOOVER INSTITUTION,
STAMFORD, CALIFORNIA

SAMUEL P. HUNTINGTON
HARVARD UNIVERSITY

JOHN T, JOYCE
PRESIDENT, BRICKLAYERS AND
ALLIiZD CRAFTSMEN UNION

729 15th STREET, N.W., SUITE 950, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005

PENN KEMBLE*
FOUNDATICN FOR
DEMOCRATIC EDUCATION

CLARK KERR

PRESIDENT EMERITUS,

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORANIA
JEANE J. KIRKPATRICK

FORMER U 8. AMBASSADOR

TOTHE UNITED NATIONS
JORGE MAS CANOSA

CUBAN-AMERICAN

NATIONAL FOUNDATION
MICHAEL NOVAK

AMERICAN ENTERFRISE INSTITUTE
RICHARD RAVITCH*

CHAIRMAN, CITY DEVELOPMENT

CORPORATION, INC.

BAYARD RUSTIN®

A PHILIP RANDOLPH INSTITUTE
JOHN R. SILBER*

FRESIDENT, BOSTON UNIVERSITY
WILLIAM E. SIMON

FORMER SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY
MAX SINGER*

THE POTOMAC ORGANIZATION
KENNETH B. SMILEN®

CHAIRMAN, SMILEN & SAFIAN
MAURICE SONNENBERG*

INVESTMENT CONSULTANT, NEW YORK
LIV ULLMAN

ACTRESS
BEN J. WATTENBERG

COALITION FCR DEMOCRATIC MAJORITY

DANIEL ROSE ELIE WIESEL
PRESIDENT, ROSE ASSOCIATES, AUTHOR
NEW YORK MARY N. TEMPLE*

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

" Member of the Executive Comrmittee
{All affihations are for identification
purposes only)

PETER R. ROSENBLATT
ATTORNEY, WASHINGTON, D.C.

202/347-1006




































