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Q0 3 1oUd PATRIOTIC

SOCIETIES

(f) The provisions of sections 1102 and 1103 of thig title shall apply

with respect to the corporation.

(g) The right to alier, amend, or repeal this chapter is hereby expressly

regerved to the Congress.

Pub.L. 96-1656, § 2(a)—(f), (h), Dec. 29, 1979, 93 Stat. 1271, 1272.

Codification, Sections consists of

subsecs. (n) to (f) and (h) of rection 9
of Pub.L. 9#0-165. 'The lelter designation
of asubsec. (h) iIn the original was

changed to (g) for purposes of codificn-

tion. Subsec. (g) in the origlonl, provid-
ing for the amendment of section 1101 of
thix title, was executed to that section as
directed.

CHAPTER 46—UNITED STATES HOLOCAUST
MEMORIAL COUNCIIL [NEW]

Sec.

1431, Establishment of TUInited States
I{olocauat. Memorial Couneit;
functions.

1402. Council membership.

(a) Appointment; vacancies.

(h) Membership; terma of office.

(¢) Term of office.

(d) Chairperson and Vice Chair-
persoen; term of  office;
vacancies.

(e) Renppolotment.

1403, Compensatlon; travel  expeuses;
full-time officers or employees of
Unitcd Stales or Members of
Congress,

1404, Administrative provisions,

(a) Bylaws; quorum.

{b) Experts and consultants,

(c) Contract authority.

§ 1401. Establishment of United
functions

There Is hereby established the
Council (hereinafter in this chapter
Council shall—

{1} Assistance from
cral departments and ngen-

cier,
(e} Administrative services and
gupport.
1406, Staff.
(n) Iixecutive Dlrector.
(h) Appointment of employecs.
Memorial muscun.
(n) Transfer or
roperfy n
lolumblia.
(b) Architectural
proval. .
() Termination of construction
and operation authority.
Gifts, bequests, and deviges of
property;

fax treatment. .
Authorizalion

of ﬂrptoprlatlons:
constructlon restriction. & .

1400,
of

ap-

District
deaign

1407.
1408.

States J™ " “"“‘)Ieggi_:_ﬂ_Councﬂ;

United States Holoclaust Memorial
referred to as the “Council”). The

(1) provide for appropriate ways for the Natlon to commemorate
the Days of Remembrance, as an annual, natlonal, clvic commemo- .
ration ff ¢the halnnnuet and ghall encourage and sponsor appropri-

ate obhs
ed States;

Days of Remembrance throughout the Unit-

other Fed- -

urchasé of real -

-

(2) plan, construct, and oversee the operation of, a permanent -

living memorial museum to th

* »lacaust, In coopera-

tion with the Secretary of the smivsiavs auu weoer Federal agencies

as provided in sectlon 1406 of this title;

and

(3) develop a plan for carrying out the recommendations of the

President's Commission on the Holocaust in

deni-of September—""" 74, to tiie extenl BUCh T

] rcpé?t to the Presi-
ndations

are not otherwise pro...ou for in this chapter.
Pub.L. 96-388, § 1, Oct. 7, 1980, 94 Stat. 1547.

Section 1408 of {his title,
referred to in par. (2), In the original
reatdl “section 57, meaning section 5 of
Pub.L. 96188, which enacted gection 1405
of thiy title. Section § has heen translat-
ed as ncclion 1400 of this title, which was
enacted by scecetion 6 of Dub.l. 96-38%, fo
reflect the probnble Intent of Congress in
view of the subject matter of section
1408, which relates to the plannlng, con-
wtruction, and operation of a permanent
Hving memorial museum (o victimy of the
holocgusl.

Codlifieation,

Leglisiative  Itstory. Tor legislative
history and purpose of Pub.L. 96-388, seo
ILK;J';)(; 11.8.Code Cong. and Adm.News, p.
Library References

Ileneficin)l Asgociations @21 et req.

Charlties =1 et seq.

Corporations ¢==1 et req.

'nited States &=1 et seq.

(L3.8. Benefieinl Askocintions § 1 et weq,

C . Charities § 1 ot req.

C.JIL8. Corporatlons § 1 et seq.

W18, United Statex §§ 3, 2.
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§ 1402. Council membership

Appolntment; vaeancien

(a) The Council shall consist of sixty-flve voting members appointed
(except as otherwise provided in this gectlon) by the President and the fol-
lowing ex officlo nonvoting members: '

(1) one appoluted by the Secretary of the Interlor;
(2) one appointed Ly the Secretary of State, and
(3) one appointed by the Secretary of Education.

Of the sixty-five voting members, five shall be appointed by the Speaker of
the United Slates House of Representatives from among members of the
United States House of Representatives and five shall be appointed by
the Presidenl pro tempore of the United States Senate upon the recom-
mendation of the majorlty and minority leaders from among members of
the United States Senate. Any vacancy.in the Council shail be fllled in
the same manner as the original appointment was made,.

Membership; terma of officc
(b) The members of the United States Holocaust Memorlal Councll, as
in effect immediately before October 7, 1980, are hereby designated as
members of the Council. All noncongressional voting members designat-
ed undor the preceding sentence shall serve terms as follows: )

(1) All such noncongressional voting members shall serve until
January 15, 1986.

(2) On January 16, 1986, the terms of eleven of such noncongres-
sional voting members, as designated in the bylaws of the Council,
ghall terminate.

(3) Ou January 15 of each year thereafter through 1990 the
terms of eleven other such noncongressional voting members, as des-
ignated in the bylaws of the Council, shall terminate.

Term of offlee

(c) (1) Except as provided In subsection (L) of thls section and except
a8 otherwise provided in this subgection, Councll members shall serve for
{ive-year terms.

(2) The terms of the flve members of the United States House of
Representatives and the filve members of the United States Senate ap-
pointed during any term of Congress shall each expire at the end of such
term of Congress. '

(3) Any member appointed to fill a vacanecy occurring before the ex-
piration of the term for whlech his predecessor was appointed shall be
appointed only for the remainder of such term. A member, other than
a Member of Congress appolnted by the Speaker of the Unlted States
House of Representatives or the Presldent pro tempore of the United
States Senate, may serve after the expiration of his term until his succes-
gor has taken office.

Chalrperson and Viece Chalrperson; term of office; vacanclen

(d) (1) Except as provided in paragraph (2), the Chairperson and
Vice Chalrperson of the Council shall be appointed.by the President from
among the mémbers of the Council and such Chalrperson and Vice Chalr-
persc ; [ ve for sof-five-years. Vacancles In the offices
of Cl........on and Vice Chalrperson shall be tilled, as they arise, by ap-
pointment of the President.

(2) 'I'he Chalirperson and Vice Chairperson of the United States Holo-
caust Memorlal Council, as In effect linmedlalely before October 7, 1980,
are hereby designated respectively as the initial Chairperson and Vice
Chairperson of the Council. Such initinl Chairperson and Vice Chair-
person shall serve until January 15, 1986.

156 U.5.C.A—5 /E
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Reappointment
(e) Members whoge terms expire may be reappointed, and the Chalr-
person and Vice Chairperson may be reappointed to those offices.
Pub.L. 96-388, § 2, Oct. 7, 1980, 94 Stat. 1547, amended Pub.L. 97-84,
§ 1(1)—(3), Nov. 20, 1981, 95 Stat. 1097.

1981 Amendment. Subsec. (a), Pub.L,
07-84, § 1(1), increased the size of the
Councll from sixty members to nixty-five
members.

Subsec. (b). Pub.l. 07-84, § 1(2), sub-
atituted “are hereby deslgnated as mem-
berr” for ‘are hereby designated as the
initial members” and ‘““All noncongres-
gional voting members designated under
the preceding sentence” for "Such initial
members (other than the initinl members
appointed from the United States Senate
ot the Unlted States House of Nepresent.
atives)'’ in the provisions preceding par.
(1), rwubstituted *“Ail such noncongres-
slonal voling members” for “All Injtial
members’” in par. (1), subsiituted “eleven

such noncongressional voting members”
for “ten other initial members” in par.
(3), and struck out proviston formerly
set out following pac. (3) which had pro-
vided that the terms of the initial mem-
berr appointed from the United States
Sennte and the United States House of
Representntives would expire upon the
expiration of the term of Congress in
session on Qct. 7, 1080.

Subsec. (e)(1). Pub.L. 97-8%, § 1(3),
struck out “with respect to the inltial
members of the Council” following “Hx-
cept as provided in subsection (b) of thls
sectlon’,

Jaoglelntive History. For Jegirlative
history and purpore of I'ub.L. D6-388, see

of such noncongressional voting mem- 1080 U.8.Code Cong, arnd Adm.News, p.
bers” for ‘“ten of such initial members™ 3343, See, also, Iub.l. 97-81, 1981 U.3.
in par. (2), substituted ‘“eleven other Code Cong. and Adm.News, p. 1770.

§ 1403. Compensation; travel expenses;
ployees of United States or Members of Congress

(a) Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section, members of
the Council are each authorized to be paid the dalily equivalent of the
maximum annual rate of basic pay In effect for grade GS=<18 of the Gen-
eral Schedule for each day. (Including traveltime) during which they are
engaged in the actual performance of duties of the Council. While away
from thelr homes or regular places of busipness in the performance of
services for the Councll, members of the Council shall be allowed' travel
expenses, Including per diem In Meu of subsistence, In the same manner
as persons employed intermittently {n Government service are allowed
expenscs under section 5703 of Title 5.

(b) Members of the Council who are full-time offlcers or employees
of the United States or Members of the Congress shall recelve no addi-
“tional pay by reason of their service on the Council,

Pub.L. 96388, § 3, Oct. 7, 1980, 94 Stat. 1548,

References In Text. Grade G818 of Legislative Mistory. = For leglsiative
the General Schedule, referred to in history and purpose of Pub.l. 96-388, see
subsgec. (a), {8 set out under gection 5332 1880 YJ.B.Code &mg. and Adm.News, p.
of Title 5, Government Organization and 3343.

Employees.

§ 1404.

full-time officers or em-

Administrative provisions

Bylaws: quorum
(a) The Council shall adopt bylaws to carry out its functions under this
chapter. One-third of the members of the Couneil shall constitute a
quorum, and any vacancy in the Council shall not affect its powers to
function.

Experia and consultants
(b) The Council may obtaln the services of experts and consultants in
~accordance with the provisions of section 3109 of Title 5, at rates not
to exceed the dally equivalent of the maximum annual rate of basic pay
In effect for grade GS—-18 of the General Schedule.

Contract authority o

(¢) The Councli may, in accordance with applicable law, enter Into

contracts and other arrangements with public agencies and with private

organizations and persons and may make such payments as may be neces-
sary to carry out its functions under this chapter.

Assistance from other Fcdernl departments and agencles

(d) The Socretary of the Smithsonian Institution, the Library of Con-
gress, and all executive branch departments, agencles, and estahlishments
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LY
of the Unlted States may assist the Council in the performance of its
functions under this chapter.

Administrative services and support
(e) The Secretary of the Interior may provide administrative services
and support to the Councll on a relmbursable basis.
Pub.L. 96-388, § 4, Oct. 7, 1980, 94 Stat. 1548. '

References In Text. Grade (S-18 of Legislative Hlistory. For legisiative

€ QGeneral - Schedule, referred to In history and purpose of P'ub.L. 96388, ree
Subsec. (b), ls sct out under section 5332 1980 U.S.Code Cong. and Adm.News, p.
of Title 5, Government Organization and 3343.
Employees.

§ 1405. Staif (& '-3— ‘Q)

Executlve Plrector
(a) The Councll shall, without regard to sectlon 5311(b) of Title 5,
have an Executive Director who shall-be appointed-bythe-Prestdent upon
the recommendatlon ¢* ** - ~" alrperson of the Councll and who_shall be
pald at a rate nof to 76 maximuw rtate of baslc pay payable for
GS-18 of the General Schedule, ~ - -

Appeintmcent of employees
(b) The Executive Director shall have authority to—

(1) appoint employees In the competitive service subject to the
provisions of chapter 51 and subchapter 1II of chapter 53 of Title 5
relating to classification and general schedule pay rates; and

(2) appoint and fix the compensation (at a rate not to exceed the
maximum rate of basic pay payable for GS~18 of the General Sched-
ule) of up to three employees notwithstanding any other provision of
law,

Pub.L. 96388, § 5, Oct. 7, 1980, 94 Stat. 1549, amended Pub.L. 97-84, §
1(4), Nov. 20, 1981, 95 Stat. 1097.

References  in Text. The fenernl the Executive Director, without regard to
Schedule pay rates, referred to fn text, scction 5311(b) of Title 6, to appoint and
Bre set out under section 5332 of Titie 5, fix the pay of such additional personnel
overnment Organizatlon and Employeex. as the Direetor considered appropriate
1081 Amendment. Subsec. (b). Pub.lL. and' which had also provided that the
07-84 nubstituted provisions granting the KExeculive Director and staff of the Coun-
Executive Director authority to (1) ap- «c¢il be appointed subject to the provisions
olnt employees in the competitive serv- of Title » governing appointments in the
ce subject to the provixions of chapter competitive service, and he paid in ac-
51 ang subchapter 111 of chapter 53 of cordance with the provisions of chapter
Title 5 relating to classification and gen- 851 and subchapter IIT of chapter B3 of
eral schedule pay rates, and (2) appeint Title § relating to classification and Gen-
ghd fix the compensation (at a rate not eral Schedule pay rates.
0 exceed the maximum rate of basic pay Tegislative Jistory. © For legislative
Payable for GS-18 of the General Sched- history and purpose of Pub.l. 90-388, see
ule) of wp to three employees notwith- 1980 1L.8.Code (l;onu. and Adm.News, p.
standing any other provision of Inw for 3343. See, alse, I'uh.L. 07-81, 1081 U.S.
provisions which formerly had authorized Code Cong. and Adm.News, p. 1779, .

§ 14006. Memorial museum

Transfer or purchase of real property In District of Columbia

(a) For purposes of estabiishing the memorlal museum referred to In
Paragraph (2) of section 1401 of this title, any department, agency, or
1.H8trumentality of the United States is authorized to transfer to the ad-
ministrative jurisdiction of the Council, with the approval of the Secre-
tary of the Interlor in cousultation with the Commission of Fine Arts and
the Natfonal Capital Planning Commission, any real property In the Dis-
trict of Columbla which Is under the administrative jurisdlction of such
deDartment, agency, or instrumentality and which ls deemed suitable by
the Councll for such memorial. With the approval of the Secretary of
the Interior, In consultation~with the Commission of Fine Arts and the
Natfonal Capltal Planning Commission, the Councll may purchase, with
the consent of the owner thereof, any real property within the District
of Columbla which It deems sultable for purposes of establishing such
memorial museum.
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Architectural deslgn approval

(b) The architectural design for such memorial museum shall be sub-
ject to the approval of the Secretary of the Interior, In consultation with
the Commission of Fine Arts and the Natlonal Capital Planning Commis-
sion,

Termination of connructlo;l and operation authority

(c) The authority conferred pursuant to this chapter for the construc-
tion and operation of the memorial museum shall lapse on the date five
years after October 7, 1980, unless (1) the erection or establishment of
such memorial {a commenced within such five year period, and (2) prior
to the commencement, the Secretary of the Interior certifies that funds
are avalilable in an amount sufficient, In the judgment of the Secretary,
to ensure completion of the memorial museum.

Pub.L. 96-388, § 6, Oct. 7, 1980, 94 Stat. 1549.

Loginlative Mistory, For legisintive
history and J;urgose of Pub.l.. 96388, see
:1;;{;)5(3) U.8.Code Cong. and Adm.News, p.

§ 1407. _(Lftg, bequests, and devises of property; tax treatment

The Councii may solicit, accept, hold, administer, and use gifts, be-
quests, and devises-of property, both real and personal, to ald ot faclll-
tate the construction, maintenance, and operation of the memorial, Prop-
erty may be accepted pursuant to this section, and the property and ‘the
proceeds thereof used as nearly as possible in accordance with the terms
of the gift, bequest, or devise donating such property. For the purposes
of Federal income, estate, and gift taxes, property accepted under this
section shall be considered as a gift, bequest, or devise to the. United
States. e

Pub.L. 96388, § 7, Oct. 7, 1980, 94 Stat. 1549.

Leglslatlve History, For leglslative
history and purpose of Pub.L. 90-388, ace
1983 U.8.Code Cong. and Adm,News, p.

§ 1408. Authorization of appropriations; construction restriction

There 18 _authorized to-be appropriated to-~carry out the purposes of
this chapter $722,000 for the fiscal year 1981, $800,000 for the fiscal
Year 1982, and $850,000 for thée Tiscal year 1983: Provided, however,
That notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, none of the
funds authorized hereln may be avallable for construction. Authority
to enter Into contracts and to make payments under this chapter, using
funds authorized to be appropriated under this section, shall be effective
only te the extent, and in such amounts, as provided in advance in ap-
propriation Acts.

Pub.L. 96-388, § 8, Oct. 7, 1980, 94 Stat. 1549.

Limitation on Authorization of Appro- the fiscal year ending on September 30,
priatlons for Programs of the United 1082, in excess of $830,000 for the fiscal
States Molocaust Memorlal Council for year endlog on September 30, 1083, or in
Fiacal Years 1882, 1083, and 1884. Pul.L. excess of §1,000,000 for the fiscal year
07-35, Title X1V, § 1405, Aug. 13, 1981, 95 ending on September 30, 1984,

Stat. 749, provided that: “Notwith- Legtslative History. For legislative
standing any other provision of Iaw, history and purpose of Puh.l. D0—388, see
there shall not be appropriated for pro- 1980 U.8.Code ong. and Adm.News, p.
grams of the United States Holocaust 3343,

Memorial Councii In excess of $000,000 for

6R
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CHAPTER 47—NATIONAL SKI PATROL SYSTEM [NEW]

Bec, Sec.

1301, Corporation Xreated. 1509. Liability for acts of officers and

1502, Powers of coxporation agents.

1503, Ohgects and pyrposes of corpora- 1510. Booka and records; Iinspection.
tion. 1511. Reports, to Confress.

1304, Service of proceys. 1512. Reservation of right to amend or

1505, Membership., repeal chapter.
1500. Board of directoks: composition; 1513. Definition.
responsibllities, 1514. Tax exempt status.
1507. Officers of corporation; election.
1508. Distribution of indome or assets
to members; loang.

-§ 1501. Corporatlon \created

Natfonal Ski Patrol Sygtem, Incorpor’éted, a corporation organized un-
der the laws of the States of New York and Colorado is hereby recognized
a8 such and granted a FedeRal charter.
Pub.L. 96489, § 1, Dec. 2, 1980, 94 Stat, 2553,

§ 1502. Powers of corpokation

National Ski Patrol Systermn, Incorporated (hereinafter referred to as
the “corporation’) shall havelonly those powers granted to it through Its
bylaws and articles of incorpokation filed in the States where It 18 Incor-
Porated,

Pub.L. 96-489, § 2, Dec. 2, 1980} 94 Stat. 2553.

§ 18038. Objects and purposespf corporation

The purposes of the corporatiop shall be to promote, in any and all
ways, patriotlc, scientiflc, feducatidnal and civic improvement activities,
public safety In skling, Inéluding, Without limiting the generality of the
foregolng, the dissemination of {nfoNmsation with respect thereto and the
formation of volunteer local patroys, conalsting of competent skiers
trained {n the administration of first\ald, for the purpose of preventing
accidents and rendering speedy assistange to persons sustaining accidents;
to soliclt contributions of money, services, and other property for, and
generally to encourage and assist in carlying out, the foregolng purposes
in every way.
Pub.L. 96-489, § 3, Dec. 2, 1980, 94 Stat. 2%63.

§ 1504. Service of process .
With respect to service of process, the rporation shall comply with
the laws of the States In which It Is incorporated and those States In
which it carries on its activities in furtherante of its corporate purposes.
Pub.L. 96-489, § 4, Dec. 2, 1980, 94 Stat. 2553.

§ 1505. Membership

Eligibility for membership In the corporationi and the rights and privi-
leges of members shall, except as provided in ths chapter, be as provided
in the bylaws of the corporation. 1
Pub.L. 96-489, § 5, Dec. 2, 1980, 94 Stat. 2563.

§ 1506. Board of directors; composition; resgonsibilities

The board of directors of the corporation and the responsibilities there-
of shall be as provided in the articles of incorporation of the corporation
and [n conformity with the laws of the State or States where incorporat-
ed.
Pub.L. 96489, § 6, Dec. 2, 1980, 94 Stat. 2553.

8 1507. Officers of corporation; efection
The officers of the corporation and the election of such ofticers shall
be the same as is provided for in the articles of incorporation of the cor-
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DAYS OF
REMEMBRANCE
1981

' I \he United States Congress unanimously created the United

States Holocaust Memorial Council on October 7, 1980, in
Public Law 96-388. In that legislation, the Congress directed the
Council to sponsor an annual national civic commemoration of the
Holocaust. Accordingly, the Council designated April 26—May 3,
1981, as the first annual Days of Remembrance.

Acting upon the Council’s request, many governors and mayors
of major cities issued proclamations and held ceremonies com-~
memorating the Days of Remembrance in state capitals and city
halls. Services and prayers were held in churches and synagogues,
and special programs on the Holocaust were convened at community
centers, on the campuses of universities and colleges, and in public
schools across the country. Throughout the nation, public libraries
posted a selected bibliography of Holocaust-related literature, and
participating public broadcasting stations showed special films
throughout the week.

The occasion was also observed in the nation’s capital by two
commemoration ceremonies, the first in the East Room of The
White House, attended by President Ronald Reagan, and the second
in the Rayburn House Office Building. In addition, the United States
Congress convened a Special Order Session in recognition and
memory of the victims of the Holocaust, and many government
agencies and congressional office buildings had exhibits on the events
of the Holocaust in their main lobbies. Also, the American Film
Institute at the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts
sponsored a special *‘Evening of Remembrance—Films of the
Holocaust.”

At the White House ceremony, President Reagan vividly and
movingly recalled his experience as a soldier in the American Army,
when he viewed unedited film footage taken by Army photogra-
phers upon entering the concentration camps.

Membe

Professo

Mr. Mar

Rabbi Jo
Mr. Tibc
Mr. Irvis
Dr. Mar
Mr. Hyr
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Professo
Profesor
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Professo
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Professo
The Rev
Mr. Jaro
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Professo
Mr. Irvis
Mr. Sol
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Professo
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Ms. Dor
The Rev

C.S.C
Professc
Julian E.
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Mr. Mil
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Steven :
Professc
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WORKMEN’S CIRCLE CHORUS
RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING =
PROGRAM = c i

Conductor: Zalmen Mlotek

Pianist: Laura Leon Cohen

ski ’ “Es Brent”
(“It Burns™) Chorus with Soloist Mary Feinsinger
nan
) “Dremlen Feygl”
| Council (“Drowsing Birds™) Chorus
z

SEAT T
: 'Y"l,‘ -f" o :

“Ani Ma-Amin”

Y

| Council (“‘I Believe™) Chorus |
“Babi Yar” Chorus with Soloist Miriam Goldberg 5

| Council “Zog Nit Keyn Mol”
(“Never Say™) Chorus -
The Workmen’s Circle Chorus is the oldest chorus with a Yiddish r

repertoire functioning today. It was founded in 1918 by the Educa-

tion Department of the Workmen’s Circle, a Jewish fraternal orga-
| Council nization which has as one of its primary aims the perpetuation of East

European culture. Ten thousand Holocaust survivors are members

of the Workmen’s Circle and some of them are currently singing in
I Council the chorus.

Program Notes: Stuart Schear
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“Zog Nit Keyn Mol” (“Never Say”)
(Hymn of the Partisans)
Words: Hirsh Glick Music: D. Porkass

A fter hearing news of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising, Hirsh
Glick, a twenty-~year-old poet and partisan living in the Vilna
ghetto, wrote “Zog Nit Keyn Mol” (“Never Say”). Glick’s poem,
set to music by Soviet composer, Dimitri Porkass, quickly became
the hymn of Jewish resistance in Eastern Europe and assumed inter-
national importance after its subsequent translation into several
languages. Today, “Zog Nit Keyn Mol” is the song most frequently
associated with Jewish resistance.

Resistance to the Nazis assumed many forms. Partisan sabotage
activity and armed rebellions in the ghettos and camps were accom-
panied by widespread acts of cultural and spiritual resistance. Under
the most adverse and dangerous circumstances, Jews defied the
efforts of their oppressors to dehumanize them. They studied and
prayed, they recorded their experiences with determination, they
perpetuated organizations and political parties, they planned concerts
and plays, they ran underground schools, health facilities and food
kitchens. Countless individuals smuggled food, worked as couriers
and hid endangered friends and relatives. -

(Translation by Elliot Palevsky)

Never say that you are going your last way,

Though lead-filled skies above blot out the blue of day,
The hour for which we long will certainly appear,

The earth shall thunder *neath our tread that we are here!

From lands of green palm trees to lands all white with snow,
We are coming with our pain and with our woe,

And where’er a spurt of our blood did drop,

Our courage will again sprout from that spot.

For us the moming sun will radiate the day,

And the enemy and past will fade away,

But should the dawn delay or sunrise wait too long,
Then let all future generations sing this song.

This song was written with our blood and not with lead,
This is no song of free birds flying overhead,

But a people amid crumbling walls did stand,

They stood and sang this song with rifles held in hand.
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REMARKS OF
SIGMUND STROCHLITZ
CHAIRMAN
DAYS OF REMEMBRANCE COMMITTEE
RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING

he Chairman of the United States Holocaust Memorial Coun-

cil, Elie Wiesel, has said that “remembering the Holocaust is
an act of generosity aimed at saving men and women from apathy
and evil, if not from evil itself.”

I do remember. I remember Bendzin, Poland, my birthplace, in
September 1939, when the Nazis surrounded the Jewish quarters, set
fire to the synagogue and the houses adjacent to it, and shot any Jew
who tried to escape. I remember day after day soldiers arrogantly and
noisily storming into Jewish homes and businesses, evicting every-
body and confiscating everything. We were ordered to wear the
yellow Star of David and herded into a ghetto. Day followed day and
the days became weeks, months and years . . . years of hunger,
poverty, sorrow, sadness and suffering.

And then I remember, came September of 1943. It was a bright
Sunday morning, tense and worrisome. On that afternoon I became
a prisoner on the planet of Auschwitz. I saw the flames coming out of
the crematoria and still did not believe it. I touched the air con-
taminated with the smell of burning human flesh. I still did not
believe. I walked on the ashes of people who were alive in the
morning, and did not feel it. I was already orphaned and didn’t cry. I
was told I was dead and did not want to believe. Yes, I do remember.

Finally, I remember I was liberated on April 15, 1945, from
Bergen Belsen. Colonel Taylor, the commander of an anti-tank
regiment who entered the camp, wrote later in the restrained lan-
guage of his official report:

As we walked down the main roadway of the camp we
were cheered by the inmates and for the first time ever, I saw
their condition. A great number were little more than living
skeletons. There were men and women lying in heaps on both
sides of the track. Others were walking slowly and aimlessly
about, vacant expressions on their starved faces. There were at
least ten thousand unburied bodies, many in an advanced stage
of decomposition.

I do remember. Remember with me.
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THE WHITE HQUSE

Qffice of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release ~ . April 11, 1943

REMARKS OF TEE PRESIDENT
AT HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE GATHERING

Capital Centaer

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. (Applause.)
President Meed, Chairman Wiesel, the other distinguished leaders of
the United States Holocaust Memorial Council, participants in the
American gathering of Jewish Holocaust survivors, members of the
second gensration, friends, survivors -- tonight we stand together
to give thanks to America for providing freedom and liberty and
for many here tonight, a second home and a sacond life. (Applause.)

The opportunity to join with you this evening as a
representative cf the peopla of the Unitad States will ke for me
a cherished memory. 1 am proud to accept your thanks on behalf of
our fellow Americans and also to express our gratitude to you for
choosing America, for being the good citizens -- (applause) --
for being the good citizens that you are and for reminding us of
how important it is to remain true to our ideals as individuals
and as a nation. (Applause.)

We ares hare, f£first and foremost, to remember. These
are the days of remembrance, Yom Hashoah. Ours is the only nation
other than lsrael that marks this time with an official national
observance. For the last two years I've had the privilege of
participating personally in the Rags of Remembrance Commemoration
as Prasident Carter did befors me. —May we take a moment to pause
and contemplata, perhaps in silent prayer, the magnitude of this
ocecasion, the millions of lives, the courage and dignity, the
malavolence and hatrasd, and what it all msans to our lives and the
decisions that we make mors than a ganeration later. Would you
please join me and stand in a tribute to those who are not wigh us
for a moment of silencsa. {Silant prayer.) Amen,

In the aarly days of our country, our first Prasident,
George Washington, visited a Hebrew congregation in Newport, Rhode
Island. 1In response to their address, he wrote them a now rather
famcus letter reflecting on the meaning of America's newly won
freedom. He wrote, "All possess alike liberty of conscience and
immunities <f citizenship. For happily the government of the Unitad
States, which gives to bigotry no sanction, to persecution no
assistance, requires only that they who live under its protection
should demean themselves as good citizens." Well, certainly our
country doesn't have a spotless rscord, but our fundamental beliefs,
the ones that inspired Washington when he penned that letter, are
sound.

Qur whole way of life is based on a compact between gocod
and decent people, a voluntary agreement to live here togather in
freedom, respecting the rights of cthers and expecting that our rights
in return will be respected. But the freedom we enjoy carries with
it a tremendous responsibility. You, the survivors of the Holocaust,
remind us of that. Good and decent people must not close their eyes
to evil, must not ignore the suffering of the innocent -- {(applause) =--
and must never remain silent and inactive in times of moral crisis.
(Applause.)

A generation ago the American people felt like many
cthers in the Western world, that they could simply ignore the
expanding power of a totalitarian ideoclogy. Locking back now, we
must admit that the warning signs were thefe, that the world refused .
to see. The words and ideology of the Nazis were raticnalized,
explained away as if they had no meaning. Violations of religious
freedom, the attacks on Jewish property, the censorship, the heavy
taxes imposed on those who wished to emigrate, even the first
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concentration camps -- all this ignored, as was the incredible
expansion of Germany's war machine. *

A few brave voices triad to warn of the danger. Winston
Churchill was driven into the political wilderness for speaking the
unpleasant truth. There were also those who in their sincere desire
for peace were all toc ready to give totalitarians every benafit
of the doubt and all too quick to label Churchill a warmonger.

Well, time has proven that those who gloss over the
brutality of tyrants are nc friends of peace or freedom. (Applause.)

Tonight let us pledge that we will never shut our eyes,
never refuse to acknowledge the truth, no matter how unpleasant.
If nothing else -~ (applause) -- if nothing else, the painful
memory we share should strengthen our resolve to do this. Qur
Founding Fathers believed in certain self-evident truths, but for
tzuth to prevail we must have the courage to proclaim it.

Last week we reaffirmed our belief in the most meaningful
truths of our Judeo—-Christian heritage -- Passover and Easter.
These two religious observances link ocur faiths and celebrate the
liberation of the body and soul. The rights of Passover remind us
of the freeing of our common ancestors from the yoke of Pharcah's
bondage and their exodus to freedom. (Applause.) And today you
bear witness to a modern-day exodus from the darkness of unspeakable
horror to the light and refuge of safs heavensg: The two most
important being America and what soon became the State of Israel.
{Applause.)

As a man whose heart is with you and as President of
a people you are now so much a part of, I promise you that the
security of your safe haven here and in Israel will never be cocmpromisad.
(Applause.) Cur most sacred task new is ensuring that the memory of
this greatast of human tragedies, Hhe- Holocaust, never fades; that its
lessons are not forgotten. Although so much has been written and
said, words somehow ars never enough. If a young person, the son
or daughter of a neighbor or friend should die or suffer a terrible
illnass, we feel the sorrow and share the pain. But how can we share
the agony of a million young people suffering unspeakable deaths?
It's almost too great a burden for the human soul. Indeed, its
very enormity may make it seem unreal.

Simon Wisenthal has said, "When a hundred people die,
it's a catastrophy. When a million people die, it's just a statistic.”
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. We must see to it that the immeasurable pain of the
Holocaust is not dehumanized, that it is not” examined clinically
and dispassionately, that its significance is not lost on this
generation or any future generation. Though it is now a dry scar,
we cannot let the bleeding wound be forgotten. (Applause).

Only when it is personalized will it be real enocugh
to play a role in the decisions we make. Those victims who cannot
be with us today do a vital service to mankind by being remembered.
But we must be their vessel of remembrance. (Applause). This
reunion is part of our duty to them.

Ben Meed, by serving as the catalyst for this historic
event, you exemplify the meaning of good citizenship. America is
lucky to have you. (Applause). Elie Wiesel, you have done so
much for so many years now, for all you've dene, thank you for your
noble effort. (Applause).

Americans can be proud that with the help of these
two men and many others, we're moving forward to build a Holocaust
Momorial, a living museum here in the nation's capital. (Applause).
And” it is being financed, as is this gathering, by voluntary con-
tributions by Jews and Gentiles, by citizens from every walk of
life of evary race and creed who grasp the importance to our soul
and to our well being of seeing, of understanding and of remembering.
{Applause}.

Imparting the message of the Holocaust, using it to
reinforce the moral fiber of our society is much more than a Jewish
responsibility. (Applausa). It rests upon all of us who, not
immobilized by cynicism and negativism, believe that mankind is
capable of greater goodness. For just as the genocide of the Holo-
caust debased civilization, the outcome of the struggle against
those who ran the camps and commetted the atrocities gives us hope
that the brighter side of the humam spirit will, in the end, triumph.
(Applause) ..

During the dark days when terror reigned on the continent
of Europe, there wers quiet herces, men and women whose moral fiber
held firm. Some of those are callad “righteous Gentiles.," Aat
this solemn time, we remember them also. (Applause). Alexander
Rozlan and his wife, for example, now live in Clearwater, Florida.
But during the war, they lived in Poland and they hid three Jewish
children in their home for more than four years. They knew the
terrible risk they were taking. Oncs when German soldiers searched
their home, the Rozlans kept serving wine and whiskey until the
troops were so drunk they forgot what they were looking for. {(Ap-
plause). Latar, Rozlan's cwn son, whowas in the hospital with
scarlet fever, the boy hid half of the medicine under his pillow
so he could give it to the Jewish children his family were hiding
because they, too, had scarlat fever. (Applause).

There are many such stories. The picturesque town
of Assisi, Italy, sheltered and protected 300 Jews. Father Rufino
Niccacci organized the effort, hiding people in his monastery and in
the homes cf parishoners. A slip of the tongque by a single in-
formant could have condemned the entire village to the camps,
vet they did not yield.

And, of course, there was Racul Wallenberg -- (applause) --
one of the moral giants of our time, whose courage saved thousands.
He could have remained in his native Sweden, safe from the confligra-
tion that engulfed the continent. He chose to follow his conscience.
Yes, we ramember him, too.

I would affirm, as President of the United States

and, if you would permit me, in the names of the survivors, that
if those who took him from Budapest woiild win our trust, let them
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start by giving us an accounting of Raoul Wallenberg. (Applause).
Wallenberg and others who displayed such bravery did not consider
themselves heroes. I understand that scme of them when asked about
why they risked so much, cften for complete strangers, replied, "It

. was the right thing to do." And that was that. It was just their
way.

' That kind of moral character, ,unfortunately, was the
exception and not the rule; but for that very reason is a conscious~
ness we must foster.

Earlier, I described our country as a compact between
good and decent people. I beliave this because it is the love of
freedom, not nationalistic rituals and symbols, that unites us.
And because of this, we are also bound in spirit to all those who
yearn to be free and to live without fear. We are the keepers of
the flame of liberty. (Applause).

) I understand that in Hebrew, the word for "engraved"
is charut. It is very similar tc the word for "freedom," cheyrut
(Applause) . Tonight, we racogniza that for freedom to survive and
Prosper, it must be engraved in our character, so that when con-
fronted with fundamental choices, we will do what is right, because
that is our way. (Applause.)

Loocking around this room tenight I realize that,
although we come from many lands, we shars a wealth of common
expariences. Many of us rsmember the time before the second
World War -— how we and our friends reactad to cartain events
has not faded from our memory. Thare are, also, in this room
many young pecple, sons and daughtars, mavba even a few
grandchildren. Perhaps some of the ycunger ones can't understand
why we're making so much of a fuss. Perhaps, some of them think
we're too absorbed by the heartaches of the past and should move
on. ——

Well, what wa do tonight is not for us. 1It's for
them. {Applause.) Wa who are old enocugh to remember must make
certain those who taka ocur place understand. So, if a youngster
should ask you why you are hers, just tell that young perscon -~—
"Because I love God, because I love my country, because I love
you, Zacher." (Applause.)

I can’'t close without remembering something else.
Some years ago, I was sent on a mission to Denmark. And while
thers, I heard stories of the War. And I heard how tha order
had gone ocut for the Danish people under the Nazi occupation
to identify the Jews among them. And the next day, every Dane
appearad on the street wearing a Star of David. . (Applause.}

Thank you all. And God bless you. (Applause.)
END



Lucy S. Dawidowicz
200 West 86th Street Apt. 20L
New York, New York 10024

January 7, 1986

Mr, Max Green

Office of Public Liaison
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Max Green:

After our conversation yesterday, I rummaged among my
souvenirs and found the memo I told you about and several other
naaae whish ="oarent1y served as notes for what I said orally.

. nemo (which does seem to run on) I tried to limit the
scope of the undertaking towhat I considered strictly the American
connection, In the other pages, I wanted to wurge the
"privatization" of this memorial in all regards except where the
role of government was absolutely necessary. But I was a voice
crying in the wilderness. I enclose Elie's letter to me as
documentary evidence thereof.

With all good wishes,

Lucy -. __.idowicz

Afterthought: Remy commenton FDR, beginning at the bottom of the
memo's first page., I don't think it was popular then, six years
ago, but now, after Wyman's book.... Incidentally, did you see my
piece in the most recent issue of This World? I would be very happy
if 1t would be useful to you.
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The President's Commission on the Holocaust has been
given a mandate to make recommendations to the President and to the
Secretary of the Interior regarding the establishment and maintenance
of an appropriate memorial to those who perished in the Holocaust.
This paper sets forth my views as to an appropriate memorial

within the framework of the concerns of the American people.

1. Defining the Holocaust

It is now some twenty years since the word "Holocaust,"
thus capitalized, entered our lexicon as the term for the murder of
the six million European Jews by Nazi Germany during the Second
World War.

In 1968, the Catalogue Division of the Library of Congress
created a new entry: "Holocaust--Jewish, 1939-1945." This classifica-
tion is now widely used throughout the United States in cataloguing
books and other printed materials which deal with the sufferings
and destruction of the European Jews in the Second World War,

The New Columbia Encyclopedia (fourth edition, 1975)

contains an entry under "Holocaust," which begins with a definition
of the word as "the name given to the period of persecution and
extermination of European Jews by National Socialist, or Nazi

Germany."

2, The Place of the Holocaust in America's History

The fate of the European Jews during the Second World War

was on the agenda of the American government. President Franklin
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Delano Roosevelt believed that the active prosecution of the war
against Nazi Gefmany would prove to be the only effective way to
stop Hitler in his war against the Jews. And indeed the massive
presence of the United States in the war--the great numbers of its
men and their high morale, the vast supplies of American weaponry,
tanks, and planes and their effective disposition--ensured the military
victory of the Allies. |
On January 22, 1944, President Roosevelt created the War
Refugee Board. The text of his Executive Order began this way:
| ...it is the policy of this Government to take all
measures within its power to rescue the victims of
enemy oppression who are in imminent danger of death
and otherwise to afford such victims all possible
relief and assistance consistent with the successful
prosecution of the war.
But when the Allied Powers finally defeated the German
armed forces and brought down the unspeakable reign of Nazi tyranny,
time had already run out for the European Jews., S5ix million Jewish
men, women; and children--two out of every three European Jews--
had been murdered,
In April 1945, American troops liberated the concentration
camps of Buchenwald, Dora (Nordhausen), and Dachau. In comparison
to the giant factories of death which fhe Nazis had operated in Poland--
Auschwitz, BeXzec, Cheimno, Majdanek, Sobibér, Treblinka--and even in
comparison to Bergen-Belsen, which British troops liberated, Buchenwald,
Dora, and Dachau were modest enterprises in mass murder., Still the

horror of the dead and the dying which unfolded even in these camps
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would remain indelibly impressed upon the minds of the American
troops.

At that time, General Dwight D. Eisenhower, then Supreme
Commander of the Allied Forces, and General George C. Marshall, then
Chief of Staff, requested that a Congressional committee report to
the Congress of the United States relative to atrocities and other
conditions in concentration camps in Germany. Members of Congress
toured those camps and presented their report.to Congress in the
following month.

When the war ended, the Allies, who had several times during
the war declared their intention to bring the war criminals to justice,
fulfilled their word., They convened the International Military Tribunal
at Nuremberg in October 1945, where the surviving leaders of the Nazi
regime were brought to trial, accused of having committed crimes against
peace, war crimes, and crimes against humanity, notably the systematic
anmnihilation of the European Jews,

The Chief Prosecutor for the United States was Supreme
Court Justice Robert H. Jackson. In his opening address he declared
that "the most savage and numerous crimes planned and committed by
the Nazis were those against the Jews" and that it was his purpose
to show that all Nazis were "fanatically committed" to amnihilate
the Jewish people, Presenting the staggering statistics of Jewish
losses, Justice Jackson said:

History does not record a crime perpetrated
against so many victims or ever carried out

with such calculated cruelty.
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3. The Holocaust in the Public Mind of America

As the American people became familiar with the horrifying
facts about the systematic murder of the European Jews, they came
to understand tﬁat the bigotry of anti-Semitism‘had prepared the way
for the evil of mass murder, In the next quarter of a century, even
as the events of the war and the facts of the Holocaust began to
recede into memory, the American people demonstrated in public affairs
as iﬁ private social life an unparalleled openness in group relations.
Anti-Semitism fell to its lowest levels in the history of the United
States. In revulsion against the Nazi murder of the Jews, the American
people in effect outlawed anti-Semitism as -idea or policy in civilized
society.

But time erases memory and new generations arise for whom
the searing experiences of the Second World War are as remote as
anclent history. Still, under the impact of other great events of
our time, many young people have come to learn.the bare facts about
the Holocaust. They find, as their elders did before them, that the
Holocaust continues to exercise America's moral imagination and to
command its moral energy.

Nowadays colleges and universities throughout the United
States offer courses on the history of the Holocaust. The story of
the destruction of the European Jews has become a chapter‘in the history
of the Second World War, The Holocaust is finding its rightful place
in fhe history books. Furthermore, the continuing spate of books on
the Holocaust published in the United States and the frequency with
which the Holocaust 1s represented in America's popular arts and mass
media bespeaks a fundamental intellectual and moral concern with the

subject matter, even if sometimes vulgarized.
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Nevertheless, it must be said that the Holocaust has been
insufficiently recognized for the political and.moral watershed it
is in human history. For it represented the terrible and unprecedented
érrogation by one nation of the right to determine who on this earth
was entitled to live, To be sure, since time immemorial, human beings
have killed each other for spoils, land, or power, but never before
had one people denied another people the fundamental right to live.
This 1s the uniqueness of the Holocaust.

The Nazis succeeded in annihilating the European Jews. Along
with the six million Jews also their millennial culture and civilization
were destroyed as irrevocably as once the civilization of ancient Troy
was destroyed.,

As members of the President's Commission on the Holocaust,
we now have been offered a unique opportunity to memorialize the
European Jews by fhe establishment of an appropriate mémorial. in
this way we can communicate to the American people the moral lessons

which are to be derived from this terrible event in history.

4, The Holocaust as a National Memorial

The establishment of a national memorial to those who
perished in the Holocaust would give public and perpetual expreésion
to America's abhorrence of anti-Semitism. It would stand in commemora-
tion of the destroyed European Jews and their civilization., It would
testify to the American people's commitment to the sacredness of
human life.

National memorials, established and maintained under the
National Park Service of the United States Department of the Interior,

serve as national shrines, places which millions of Americans and
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foreign guests visit, to learn and partake of American history and
to pay homage to the persons and events memorialized.

National memorials are erected in locations appropriate
to tﬁeir subjects, The most appropriate place for a national Holocaust
memorial is New York City, the center of the Jewish population in the
United States and the cultural crossroads of the modern world. A site
facing or near the United Nations would be particularly suitable,
becauvse a national Holocaust memorial should express also the commit-
ment of the United States to a world order.based upon moral principles.

The national Holocaust memorial should consist of two
separate but related structures in the appropriate space. One should
be an outdoor monument, set in a landscaped area where commemorative
events can be held, The other, an indoor memorial, should contain a
permanent exhibit on the Holocaust, in which the basic documents and
texts would be on display. The Archivist of the United States,
supported by a consultative committee, would have the responsibility
to maintain such a permanent exhibit., This indoor memoriél should
also provide space for meditation,

; The national Holocaust memorial, indoor and outdoor, should
be designed and executed by one or more of America's finest sculptors
and architects, The overall design should be one of compelling
austerity, whose artistic restraint would create an ambience of

reverence for the dead and awe before the evil that destroyed them.

#it#
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Ilucy S, Dawidowicz
President'!s Commission on the Holocaust
February 15, 1979

Suggested guidelines for formulating recommendations:

Commissioners should recommend only such projects which require
a Presidential mandale or government sponsorship. BRecommendations
should not be made which can be, or are already being, acted on

through private and voluntary institutions or even by individuals.

#. Commissioners should recommend only what is in accordance with
the general American interest and outlook; recommendations should not
be made on behalf of special groups (Jews, survivors of the Holocaust,

minorities),

3., Commissioners should recommend only what is practicable and

feasible,

4, Commissioners should respect the integrity of existing institu-

tions who carry on a variety of programs related to the Holocaust.
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5. Alternative Modes of Holocaust Memorialization

Several members of the President's Commission on the
Holocaust, believing that the written word will outlast the
stone monument, favor sk modes of memorializing the Holocaust
like academic research, education and curricula, art and music,
and a museum on a grand scale, Surely no one can object to such
activities, but as a matter of fact, except for the museum, programs
in these areas already exist to a greater or lesser extent and
there is already an accumulation of achievement, vkt is the genius
of the American system of pluralist voluntarism that has made
this possible. PFrom the earliest days of this Republic, Americans
individually and in private associations have organized themselves
to do good works within their own circles and for American society
at large., No Presidential mandate is required for such acq&ities.

aled

Nowadays such undertakings can &®#w enjoy Federal and state
assistance through the National Endowment for the Arts and the
National Endowment for the Humanities., Indeed, many have already

received such funds for programs dealing with the Holocaust in the

arts and the humanities.
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6. A Fingl Note

It would be wise to avoid the appearance of celebrating
rather than commemorating the Holocaust. Jews are enjoined by
their religious tradition to remember their history and to remember
the evil that was done to them., Consequen¥yly, they have an
obligation to teach about the Holocaust and to cogpgmorate it.

But the Jewish religious tradition celebrates life, proclaiming
God's presence in history through Revelation and Redemption, 1In
contrast, mourning in Jewish tradition is circumscribed and
disciplined, k with regard to both individual bereavement and

communal losses.

#i#



President’'s Commission on the Holocaust

Office of the
Chairman

October 26, 1979

Dear Professor Dawidowicz:

Surely you realize that members of the Commission and the Advisory
Board have been much influenced by your work and your thoughts.

We have tried to be sensitive to your feelings and commitments
regarding our work. We shall continue to read your work and be
enriched by your wisdom in the future.

Although you have disagreed with the recammendations of the
Commission, I want to thank you for serving with integrity
and dignity. With deep gratitude and in anticipation of
future cooperation,

Sincerely,
\ \

Wy
Elie/Wiesel

The Honorable Lucy S. Dawidowicz
200 West 86th Street
New York, New York 10024

Suite 7233, 726 Jackson Place, NW, Washington, D.C. 20503
202-395-7343









Geor.'ge F. Will
Holocaust
Museum:

Antidote for

Innocence

Americans have 8 habit—often con- .

sidered a virtue, which it often is—of

looking on the bright side of life. But -

occasionally it is sslutary to Jook at the
dark side. In a few years, Americans
will be able to do this in Washington,
sdjacent to the Mall, in two old build-
ings the government has allocated for &
Holocaust museum.

This decision to Jocate & grim, dis-
turbing display amidst the Mall's pa-
triotic and celebratory symbols may

cause controversy. But the decision is

wise.
The Mall, one of the world’s mag-

nificent urban spaces, is a shrine to

which Americans come as pilgrims. Its

openness is an analogue of our society;
its wvistas open receptive minds to the-

symmetry and temperateness of our
political arrangements.

But the Mall has no single motif. It
is surrounded by museums and monu-:
ments, art galleries and government of -
fices. The latest addition to the Mall,
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial, is de-
gigned to remind wvisitors of some
sobering experiences and stern values.
It occupies prime public land because
the government decided that it is in
the public interest for the public to

contemplate these experiences and"

values. .

Government performs many such
pedagogic functions, from providing
public schools to organizing patriotic
observances designed to arouse civic
sentiments. The government created
the Holocaust Memorial Council,
which will rsise private funds for
the museum. The council already has
done much to add the annual Days
of Remembrance {in mid-April), the
anniversary of the liberation of
the camps, to our liturgy of civic reli-
gion.

WASHINGTON POST

Thursday, March 10, 1983

-

But some persons will ask: what has
the Holocaust to do with this nation?
That is a fair question. The answer is
that no other nation has broader,
graver responsibilities in the world, so
no other nation more needs citizens
trained to look life in the face.

Leave aside the scanda! of this na-
tion and its allies—the fact that they

did not act on the knowledge that the-

Holncaust was occurring. They refused,
for example, to bomb the rail lines and
crematoria st Auschwitz when 10,000

people were dying there daily. Never.-

mind. The museum sghould be an insti-.
tution of understanding, not accusa-
tion. .

The theme of the Holocaust me-
moria] in Jerusalem is: remember. But
remembrance without understanding

is betrayal It occurs when people try - -
to democratize the Holocaust, making -

it something general, symbolic, ab-
stract and other than a Jewish catas-
trophe. _

Yes, before the killing of Jews be-

came systematic, the killing of the"

mentally retarded was systematic in
Germany. Yes, the Nazis killed gypsies
and others. Yes, Mao and Stalin were

much more prolific killers than Hitler;.
Yes, between 1975 and 1980 the

Khmer Rouge did to Cambodia what
the Black Death did to Europe in the
14th century, -

But we falsify and trivialize the

Huloaustwhenwebendittoomum;.

venience, making it 8 symbol—of gen-
eral beastliness, or whatever. It was not’
a symbol; it was a fact. The flight into-

* such generalities is a flinching from

this fact: the Holocaust was directed
murderously against particular victims
—Jews. Their tragedy cannot be ap--
propriated by others as a useful meta-
phor.

However, a general good for the na-
tion can flow from an unblinking un-
derstanding of it.

The two shattering events of modern
politics were the First World War and
the Holocaust. The war shattered gov-

-ernments and empires, and patterns of
- civility, clearing the ground for primi-

tivism. The Holocaust—the eruption
of primitivism in the heart of our cvili-
zation—overturned the ides that there
are limits on evil.

What is life like when lived beyond
sense of limits? You could tell from th
smoke the sort of persons consumed i:
the crematoria. Newcomers to Ausct
witz, who still had some fat on the-
bones, made black smoke. Persons wt
“hed been there for awhile made wh;:
smoke. There: that is an emblemat:
fact of 20th century politics.

* The Holocaust was the bureaucrat.
‘zation, almost the domestication. ¢
the most volatile passion, hatred. T
memory of the Holocaust is the blac
sun into which we cannot bear to star.
But we should stare, because this mer
tally soft republic is threatened by th
inability of its citizens to éomprehen:
how radically the untamed world—
from the brutslized ejite in the Kren
lin to the pandemic savagery of Ei Sa.
vador—differs from their mild exper
ences and assumptions. -

The Holocaust museum, located &
the epicenter of vur collective life, ca.
be & mind-opening reminder of t
furies beyond our shores. The museur
is needed because nothing in nature
more remarkable, or dangerous, tha.
the recuperative power of innocence i
a liberal society.



Un ates

Office of the
Exec “ive Director November 6, 1985

The Honorable Max Green
Associate Director
Office of Public Liaison
The White House

Room 197, OEOB
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Max:

I enjoyed meeting you at our meeting the other day.

In partial response to your request yesterday afternoon,
I am enclosing a copy of my recent letter to Catherine Bedell
in the Office of Presidential Personnel. This provides the
statutory basis for appointments and terms of office of the
Council.

Section 5(a) provides for the appointment of the
Executive Director "by the President upon the recommendation
of the chairperson of the Council...."

If I can be of further help, let me know.

Sincerely,

i;gtgqﬁf/;zftalin

Acting Executive Director

Enclosures



