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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
March 26, 1984

Dear Micah:

I am delighted to be able to confirm to you that Vice
President Bush will be participating in the Capitol
Rotunda Days of Remembrance program on April 30.

As we discussed, 1 am pleased to accept your suggestion

that I
Reagan
I will
of the

As you

provide welcoming remarks on behalf of President

at the Kennedy Center program. To that purpose,
secure a message from the President in commemoration
remembrance evening.

requested, I will talk to you shortly regarding

my views as to the appropriate participation of Judge

Clark.

I look

forward to hearing from you.

Very truly yours,

/-'/_/.(/

Marshall Breger, Esq..
Special Assistant to the
President for Public Liaison

Mr. Micah Naftalin

U.S. Holocaust Memorial Council
425 13th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20004

cc: Marc Talisman
Hyman Bookbinder



January 26, 1984

Marshall Breger, Esq.

Special Assistant to the President
The White House

Washington, D.C.

Dear Marshall:

Harve Mogul and I appreciated our meeting with you the other day.

I am now preparing the materials you asked for concerning upcoming
events of the Council.

At Sigmund Strochlitz's request, I am enclosing the programs of the
Days of Remembrance National Ceremonies for 1979, 1981, 1982 and 1983
(there was no 1980 ceremony as this came during the interregum
between the wind-up of the Commission and the establishment of the Council).

Within the respective program books, the programs can be found, as
follows:

1979, at page 19

1981, at page 8

1982, at page 6 for the White House ceremony; p. 14 for the
Capitol Rotunda ceremony ‘

1983, at page 1 of Sigmund's "Report from the Days of
Remembrance Committee."

The official program book for the 1983 ceremony, which occurred
during the American Gathering opening ceremony at the Capital Center,
is now at the printer. The balance of the report (pp 2 & 3) provides
some additional information about our Days of Remembrance activities
nation-wide. .

Sigmund asked me to reiterate how gratified he was at meeting
with you on yesterday.

Sincerely,

DI

Micah H. Naftalin



QP Y |

THE WHITE HOUSE
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April 29, 1981

MEETING: Days of Remembrance Observance
DATE: ‘ Thursday, April 30, 1981 v
LOCATION: Rose Garden

TIME: 10:00 AM - 10:25 AM

FROM: Elizabeth H. Dol%ﬁ[

PURPOSE: To enable you to participate in the "Days of Remembrance of Victims
of the Holocaust" observance; conducted under the auspices of the U.S.

. Holocaust Memorial Council, which was established on October 7, 1980.

BACKGROUND: Established by Public Law 96-388, the U.S. Holocaust Memorial
Council is tasked with providing appropriate observances on an annual,

national and civic basis to commemorate the Days of Remembrance. They are also
to plan, construct and oversee the operation of a permanent living memorial
museum; as well as plan for carrying out the recommendations of the 9/27/79
Report of the President's Commission on the Holocaust.

4

President Carter addressed the first observance, held in the Capitol Rotundé,
on April 24, 1979. He also spoke before the President's Commission on the
Holocaust and guests in the East Room on the occasion of the submission of
this 9/27/79 report. Yours will be the first Presidential participation in
a Days of Remembrance observance to be held at the White House. The Jewish
community considers your acceptance of this'request to be a gesture of the
highest order. This is a solemn, reverential observance and not a religious
event.

PARTICIPANTS: See attached list.

PRESS PLAN: Full Press Coverage

SEQUENCE OF_ EVENTS:

9:54 AM Welcomes remarks by Jack Stein, Special Advisor to the White
House, and invocation by Sen. Rudy Boschwitz (R-MN).

10:00 AM To offstage announcement, you depart the Oval Office and pro-
ceed onto dais for seating.

Remarks by Chairman Elie Wiesel, concluding in your introduction
10: 09 AM You offer remarks and return to your seat upon completion.
10:17 AM Rep. Yates (D-ILL) conducts Candlelighting ceremony.

10:20 AM El1 Moleh and Kaddish Prayers, followed by thank you from
Mr. Freedman.

10:23 AM You depart dais and return to Oval Office.

Attachments: Participants/Speech Text



PARTICIPANTS

THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, RONALD REAGAN

ELIE WEISEL, Chairman, United States Memorial Holocaust
Council (also, Andrew Mellon Professor of
Humanities, Boston University)

SENATOR RUDY BOSCHWITZ, Republican, Minnesota
CONGRESSMAN SIDNEY YATES, Democrat, 9th District, Illinois
CANTOR ISAAC GOODFRIEND, Ahavath Achim Congregation, Atlanta, GA.

DR. ALFRED GOTTSCHALK, President, Hebrew Unity College,
Cincinnati, OH

MONROE FREEDMAN, Director, United States Memorial Holocaust
Council

JACOB STEIN, Special Advisor to the White House

Note: In addition to theveight dignitaries that will be seated
on. the dais, the following Ambassadors will be in the
audience.

Amb. Ephraim Evron, Israel

Amb. Peter Hermes, Republic of Germany

Amb. Jose Llado, Spain

Amb. Timothee N. Ahoua, Ivory Coast

Amb. Jacques Topande-Makombo, Central African Republic
Hon. Sergey B. Chetverikov, Counsellor to the Soviet Union

Numerous members of Congress are to be in attendance.



HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL COUNCIL DAYS OF REMEFSRANCE CEREMONY REMARKS
APRIL 30, 1981

IT IS A PARTICULAR PLEASURE FOR ME TO BE WITH YOU TODAY, THIS
CEREFONY HAS MEANING NOT ONLY FOR JEWISH PEOPLE\AND THOSE WHO HAVE

BEEN PERSECUTED, BUT FOR ALL OF US WHO WANT TO PREVENT ANOTHER
HOLOCAUST,

JEREMIAH WROTE OF DAYS WHEN JEWS WERE CARRIED OFF TO BABYLON,
AND JERUSALEM WAS DESTROYED. JERUSALEM “WEEPS IN THE NIGHT, AND
TEARS RUN DOWN HER CHEEKS,” HE SAID.

TODAY, WE REMEMBER THE SUFFERING AND THE DEATH OF JEWS AND
OTHERS IN WORLD WAR II. WE TRY TO RECAPTURE THE HORROR OF MILLIONS
SENT TO GAS CHAMBERS AND CREMATORIA., AND WE COMMEMORATE THE DAYS
OF APRIL IN 1845 WHEN AMERICAN AND ALLIED TROOPS LIBERATED THE
NAZI DEATH CAMPS,

THE TRAGEDY THAT ENDED 36 YEARS AGO IS STILL RAW IN OUR MEMORIES
BECAUSE 1T TOOK PLACE IN OUR LIFETIME, WE SHARE THE WOUNDS OF THE
SURVIVORS. WE RECALL THE PAIN ONLY BECAUSE WE MUST NEVER PERMIT
IT TO COME AGAIN.



IT IS RIGHT THAT WE REKINDLC THESE MEMORIES BECAUSE WE NEED

ALWAYS TO GUARD AGAINST TYRANY.J OUR SPIRIT IS STRENGTHENED BY
REFEMBERING, AND OUR HOPE IS IN OUR STRENGTH.

THERE IS AN AWERICAN POEM THAT SAYS HUMANITY, WITH ALL ITS
FEARS AND ALL ITS HOPES, DEPENDS ON US_;WIT IS THIS RESPONSIBILITY,
AS FREE PEOPLE, THAT WE FACE TODAY,/ 1T IS THIS CONMITMEVT, ANMONG

“ FREE PEOPLE, THAT WE CELEBRATE e

THE HOPE OF OUR CEREMONY TODAY IS THAT EVEN A TORTURED PAST
HOLDS PROMISE IF WE LEARN ITS LESSONS§™ ACCORDING TO ISAIAH, THERE

WILL BE A NEW HEAVEN AND A NEW EARTH, AND THE VOICE OF WEEPING
WILL BE HEARD NO MORE. ’ | i

o

TOGETHER WITH GOD WE CAN BEAR THE BURDEN OF OUR NIGHTMARE.
IT IS UP TO US TO ENSURE WE NEVER LIVE IT AGAIN.

K H#
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HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL COUNCIL DAYS OF REMEMBRANCE CEREMONY REMARKS
APRIL 30, 1981

IT IS A PARTICULAR PLEASURE FOR ME TO BE WITH YOU TODAY. § THIS
"CEREHONY HAS MEANING NOT ONLY FOR JENISH PEOPLE AND THOSE WHO HAVE
BEEN PERSECUTED, BUT FOR ALL OF US WHO WANT TO PREVENT ANOTHER
HOLOCAUST, |

S .
JEREMIAH WROTE OF DAYS WHEN JEWS WERE CARRIED OFF TO BABYLON,
AND JERUSALEM WAS DESTROYED."JERUSALEM "WEEPS IN THE NIGHT, AND

TEARS RUN DOWN HER CHEEKS,{ HE SAID.

TODAY, WE REMEMBER THE SUFFCRING AND THE DEATH OF JEWS AND

" OTHERS IN WORLD WAR I1.] WE TRY TO RECAPTURE THE HORROR OF MILLIONS

——
s

SENT T0 GAS CHAMBERS AND CREMATORIA/ AND WE COMMEHOQATE THE DAYS

OF APRIL IN 1945 WHEN AMERICAN AND ALLIED TROOPS LIBERATED THE
NAZI DEATH CAMPS.

THE TRAGEDY THAT ENDED 36 YEARS AGO IS STILL.RAW IN OUR MEMORIES

e =

BECAUoE IT TOOK PLACE IN OUR LIFETI[E_J'*E SHARE THE WOUNDS OF THE
SURVIVORS  WE RECALL THE PAIN ONLY BECAUSE WE MUST T QEVER PERMIT

[T 10 COME AGAI?T
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LT IS RIGHT THAT WE REKINDLE THESE MEMORIES BECAUSE WE HEED
ALWAYS TO GUARD AGAINST TYRANNY. OUR SPIRIT 1S STRENGTHENED BY
REMEMBERING, AND OUR HOPE IS IN OUR STRENGTH. |

THERE IS AN AMERICAN POEM THAT SAYS HUMAHITY, WITH ALL ITS
FEARS AMD ALL ITS HOPES, DEPENDS ON US. IT IS THIS RESPONSIBILITY,
AS FREE PEOPLE, THAT WE FACE TODAY. IT IS THIS COMMITHMENT, AMONG
FREE PEOPLE, THAT WE CELEBRATE,

THE HOPE OF OUR CEREMONY TODAY IS THAT EVEN A TORTURED PAST
HOLDS PROMISE IF WE LEARN ITS LESSONS. ACCORDING TO ISAIAH, THERE
WILL BE A NEW HEAVEN AND A NEW EARTH, AND THE VOICE OF WEEPING

WILL BE HEARD NO MORE.

TOGETHER WITH GOD WE CAN BEAR THE BURDEN OF OUR NIGHTMARE.
IT IS UP TO US TO ENSURE WE NEVER LIVE IT AGAIN.

## A
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 30, 1982

GREGORY J. NEWELL, DIRECTOR
PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AND SCHEDULING

ELIZABETH H. DOLEém&

"Days of Remembrance" - White House Event
with Presidential Participation

To remember the Holocaust and pay tribute to
those who suffered and perished.

The United States Holocaust Memorial Council
sponsored the "Days of Remembrance" event that
was held in the East Room on April 30, 1981.
It received excellent press coverage and the
White House received hundreds of letters from
Jewish Americans commending the President for
his participation. It is recommended that a
similar ceremony be held this year.

The President participated in the April 30, 1981
Days of Remembrance ceremony. (please see attached).

April 20, 1982 '~ DURATION: 25 - 30 minutes

The East Room

250 members of the Jewish Community and others.
Please see attached format.

Remarks

Open Press

Edwin Meese III; Ed Rollins; Elizabeth Dole

Jack Burgess ;
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UNITED STATES HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL COUNCIL

DAYS OF REMEMBRANCE - APRIL 30, 1981

THE ROSE GARDEN, THE WHITE HOUSE

Welcoming remarks by JACOB STEIN

STEIN introduces SENATOR DANFORTH
Remarks by SENATOR JOHN ‘C. DANFORTH (R-MO)
Offstage announcement |

The PRESIDENT departs Oval Office en route dais.
and is seated.

Greeted by ELIE WIESEL - shakes hands and WIESEL
proceeds to lectern. '

FULL PRESS COVERAGE - AUbIENCE: 350 i

Remarks by ELIE WIESEL, Chairman, United States Holocaust
Memorial Council. Concluding with introduction of the
PRESIDENT.

WIESEL remains at lectern with PRESIDENT.
The PRESIDENT and WIESEL together for photos.
WIESEL returns to his seat.

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS

FULL, PRESS COVERAGE -+« e evvenenmenenenns

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS conclude
JACK STEIN returns to lectern to introduce
CONGRESSMAN SIDNEY R. YATES (D-IL) for candle-
lighting ceremony.

CONGRESSMAN YATES remarks.
CONG. YATES calls each name, the person (six in
all) lights a candle and waits at candles to hand

lighter to next name called - then returns to his area.

STEIN to lectern to introduce CANTOR ISAAC GOODFRIEND
(21 Moleh) and DR. ALFRED GOTTSCHALK (Kaddish)

El Moleh/Kaddish by CANTOR ISAAC GOODFRIEND and DR. ALFRED
GOTTSCHALK

STEIN to lectern to introduce MONROE FREEDMAN, Director,
United States Holocaust Memorial Council

Concluding remarks by MONROE FPREEDMAN, Director, U.S. Holocaust
Memorial Council. FREEDMAN asks guests to stand in place
while PRESIDENT leaves. FREEDMAN invites guests to rceception.

2 A E R I BT T ARG 1AL L
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MEMORANDUM

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL .

March 27, 1982

MEMORANDUM FOR GREGORY NEWELL
FROM: MICHAEL 0. WHEELER L)
SUBJECT: Request for President to Address the

United States Holocaust Memorial Council

We see no foreign policy reason for the President to participate
in the ceremony for the national commemoration of the victims of
the Holocaust at the White House April 18-25, 1982, and defer

to the domestic advisers as to whether or not there might be
good political reasons for the President to participate or that
the ceremony be held at the White House.

R e T e s ot TR TRT I
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MEMORANDUM
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

ACTION ' March 26, 1982

UBLAALA

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLI%M/g. CLARK

THROUGH: CHARLES P. TYSO
FROM: GEOFFREY KEMP “és
SUBJECT: Request for PreSident to Address the

United States Holocaust Memorial Council

Attached at Tab I is a memorandum from Greg Newell forwarding
a request from the United States Holocaust Memorial Council
asking that the ceremony for the national commemoration of
the victims of the Holocaust -- "Days of Remembrance" -- be
held at the White House April 18-25 and that the President
participate and deliver remarks.

There is no compelling foreign policy reason why the President
should participate -or that it be held at the White House.
Therefore, since the NSC Staff sees no foreign policy reason
for the President to participate or that the ceremony be held
here, I recommend that Michael Wheeler sign the memorandum to
Greg Newell at Tab II deferring to the domestic advisers as to
whether or not there might be good political reasons for the
President to participate or that the ceremony be held at the
White House,

RECOMMENDATION::

That you authorize Michael Wheeler to sign the memorandum to
Greg Newell at Tab IT. we uuA o __e%“ “18;'“,,_ %\\.%

APPROVE v DISAPPROVE
Attachments
Tab I - Incoming from Greg Newell

Tab II ~ Wheeler to Newell memorandum



oL/ O FRUPLLE UNCLASSIFIED . 1D, 8201964

- ‘ . . RECEIVED 22 MAR 82 18

TO "CLARK' FROM NBAWELL, G DOCDATE 20 MAR 82
DUBERSTEIN, K .~ 15 MAR 82
YATES, SIDNEY R 05 MAR 82
KEYWORDS: HUMAN RIGHTS AP
CONGRESSIONAL

SUBJECT: REQUEST TO SCHEDULE CEREMONY FOR NATIONAL COMMEMORATION OF THE

- VICTIMS OF THE HOLOCAUST 18-25 APRIL AT THE WHITE HOUSE

ACTION: PREPARE MEMO FOR CLARK DUE: 26 MAR 82 STATUS S FILES
FOR ACTION FOR CONCURRENCE ‘ FOR INFO
LORD
;
COMMENTS
REF # ‘ LOG NSCIFID (N/ )
ACTION OFFICER (S) ASSIGNED ACTION REQUIRED DUE  COPIES TO

e Tiansber i Ce f7
(ermn S 5/241 QAL UL e mm*&@i@df
| (Wj/d

o977 Ah&ihmmeﬂwM LY

DISPATC\H// onee o\ﬁxqq 327 o W/ATTCH FILE LD_\{(_ () C(Oﬁ\r)
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THE WRITE HOUSZE ‘ 2 MAR 22 1882

WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM MARCE 20, 1982
TO: ‘/RED CAVANEY - WILLIAM CLARK
FROM: GREGORY J,4NEWELL, DIRECTOR
PRESIDENTITAL APPOINTMENTS AND SCHEDULING'
SUBJ:

REQUEST FOR SCHEDULING RECOMMENDATION.

PLEASE PROVIDE YOUR RECOMMENDATION ON THE FOLLOWING
SCHEDULING REQUEST UNDER CONSIDERATION:

EVENT: . ' Ceremony for national .commemoration of
: ' the victims of the. Holocaust - "Days -
of Remembrance

DATE: : . April 18-25, 1982
LOCATION: THe.White House
BACKGROUND ; T See attached.

YOUR RECCMMENDATION:
Accept 25 Regret Surrogate Message Other
- o Priority -
Routine
IF RECOMMENDATION IS TO ACCEPT, PLEASE CITE REASONS:
MW@(W#LUM oo Set AT
A/“’%y A LA A Lo Ao
,gA* Ne Qe - Ne é:#ff'<ﬁ;mu— th- e A

] fadt d gy Do qeen from © Sgtotic SAfount

,F P tﬁgﬁfét— AluuarMqual_ <il%/}*//
J anﬂ

RESPONSE DUE 3-26-82
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- ) THZ WHITZ HOUSE

WASHINGTON

. .
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MEMORANDUM MARCH 20, 1982

oo P37
TO: " “WILLIAM-CLARK - RED CAVANEY
FROM: GREGORY J WELL, DIRECTOR

PRESIDENf AL APPOINTMENTS AND SCHEDULING’

SUBJ: REQUEST FOR SCHEDULING RECOMMENDATION.

PLEASE PROVIDE YOUR RECOMMENDATION ON THE FOLLOWING
SCHEDULING REQUEST UNDER CONSIDERATION:

EVENT: ',' ~Ceremony. for national commemoration of
: ' the victims of the Holocaust - "Days
of Remembrance".
DATE : .. April 18-25, 1982

L,OCATION: The. White House

BACKGROUND: ~  See attached.

YOUR RECOMMENDATION:
Accept Regret Surrogate Messége ) Other
: Priority
Routine

IF RECOMMENDATION IS TO ACCEPT, PLEASE CITE REASONS:

. 3-26-82 Fred J. Ryan
RESPONSE DUE TO




“March 15, ‘1882 °F

flear FHr. -

on behalf of the Preslceng, i would like to.ackuowledge and .
thank you for the:March 5 letter which you cosigned .with- your
. eulleagues who)are mesbers. of the United StatesAFolo;aust )
demorial Counciliiiwe ‘eppreciated hearing from you and xec e1v~. S -
: e ing your requestifor a white House ceramcny, withiPresidential’”
R ﬁartlczpation,.;or this year‘r Davs of; Bemaabrance'far the

equest-has _been
-axrect ‘attention of the. appropriate hnite House ’
or prompt and thorough: consxde'ation. “You
shoulc be hearing,further a3 s00n as a ﬁut&tﬁiﬁ&tiﬂh can be:

“hzs is to gsqure ou- that your tncagntf
brought to the

The Honorable Sidney R. Yates
House -of Representativesg
F“ﬁhiﬂnton;"nge;~;79514

KND/CNP/Lpt(KND—S 21) i -

cc: w/copy of-dinc.y. Elizabeth Dole - for approprlate -ACTICH
w/copy of inc., Greg Mewell -~ for appropriate ACTION-
w/copy of "inc., B. Oglesby - FYIA;/’Br :

WE RECORDS MANAGENENT WILL RETAIN ORIG. INC. \) ;
~ .

Py Comumond - Ubkg,nﬁ we digl v u54-%%;
A a
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Wlnifed Hlafes Denafe

WASHINGTON, D.C.

March 5, 1982

The President ) O
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

o
(5]
2l
e
R}

Dear Mr. President:

We are writing to you in our capacity as members of the United
States Holocaust Memorial Council, and as co-sponsors of the legislation
passed unanimously by both Houses of Congress which established the
Holocaust Memorial Council as a permanent part of the federal government.

The first duty of the Council, set forth in that legislation, is
the designation of an annual, national commemoration of the victims of
the Holocaust, to be known as Days of Remembrance. This year, Days of
Remembrance will fall on April 18 through April 25.

We consider it essential that the principal ceremony observing Days
of Remembrance be in Washington, D.C., and that government officials at
the highest level participate in the observance. We would like to
request, therefore, that the ceremony take place in the White House
(perhaps in the East Room or the Rose Garden) and that you might grace
the occasion with your presence and with some appropriate remarks. Your
participation and remarks during last year's ceremony were of great help

. in exposing the lies of those who deny that the Holocaust ever took

place. We understand that the ceremony could take place any day between
Sunday, April 18, and Thursday, April 22, at anytime during the day or

evening, preferably on Tuesday, April 20 the internationally recognized
Day of Yom Hashoah.

For millions of Americans of all faiths, the Holocaust is an event
of deep emotional significance, and the effort to commemorate it is a
deeply spiritual one. It would be uniquely appropriate, therefore, for
you, as our President, to lead the Nation in expressing remembrance of
the victims of tyranny.

/Lm;hq

Henry M. Jacléon‘s

Slncerely, C>U¢»f




The President -2 - March 5, 1982

L S ”
\q\‘( %am Lehman : Robert J. Dole s "‘&

%}\f\\ James Blan—faé—- C alborne I—;j “‘thﬁ
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Office of the Press Secretary

ror Immediate Release April 30,
REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT
AT THE HOLOCAUST CEREMONY

The East Room

10:22 2.M, EDT

) THE PRESIDENT: I feel a little unnecessary because

I don't know that anyone could say anything that would add to
those words that we just heard. It is a particular pleasure for
me to be here with you today. This meeting, this ceremony has
meaning not only for people of the Jewish faith, those who have
been persecuted, but for all who want to prevent another Holocaust.

Jeremiah wrote of the days when the Jews were carried
off to Babylon and Jerusalem was .destroyed. He said, "Jerusalem
weeps in the night and tears run down her cheeks." Today, yes,
we remember the suffering and the death of Jews and of all those
others who were persecuted in World War II. We try to recapture
the horror of millions sent to gas chambers and crematoria.

And we commemorate the days of April in 1945 when American and
Allied troops liberated the Nazi death camps. The tragedy that
ended 36 years ago was still raw in our memories because it took
place, as we've been told, in our life time. We share the wounds
of the survivors. We recall the pain only because we must never
permit it to come again. And, yet, today, in spite of that exper-
ience, as an entire generation has grown to adulthood, who never
knew the days of World War II, and we remember ourselves, when we
were younger, how distant history seemnegd, anything that came
before our time -- and so the signs do exist, the ugly graffiti,
the act of violence, the act of terrorism here and there, scattered
throughout the world and not guite large_ enough in dimension for
us to rally as we once did in that war.

I'm horrified today when I know that in here, that
there are actually people now trying to say that the Holocaust
was invented, that it never happened, that there weren't six
million people whose lives were taken cruelly and needlessly in
that event, that 21l of this is propaganda. Well, the o0ld cliche
that a picture is worth a thouvsand words. In World War II, not
only do we have the survivors today to tell us.first-hand, but in
World War II, I was in the military and assigned to a post where
-every week, we obtained from every branch of the service all over
the world the combat film that was taken by every branch. 2and
we edited this into a secret report for the general staff. We
had access to and saw that secret report. And I

Y

MORE

1981



remember April '45. I remember seeing the first film that came

in when the war was still on, but our troops had come upon -the

first camps and had entered those camps. And you saw, unretouched --
and no way that it could have ever been rehearsed -- what they

saw —-- the horror they saw. I felt the pride when, in one of those
camrs, there was a nearby town, and the people were ordered to come
and look at what had been going on, and to see them. And the reaction
of horror on their faces was the greatest proof that they had '
not been conscious of what was happening so near to them.

And that film still, I know, must exist in the military,
and there it is, 1living motion pictures, for anyone to see, and
I won't go into the horrible scenes that we saw. But, it remains
- with me as confirmation of our right to rekindle these memories,
because we need always guard against that kind of tyranny and
inhumanity. Our spirit is strengthened by remembering and our
hope is in our strength. There is an 2American poem that says
humanity, with all its fears and all its hopes, depends on us.

As a matter of fact, it was the Pope at the end
of World War II when the world was so devastated, and vet, we
alone remained so strong, who said, "America has a genius for
great and unselfish deeds, and into the hands of America, God
has placed an afflicted mankind." I think that that was a
trust given to us that we should never betray. It is this
responsibility as free people that we face today. 1It's this
commitment among free people that we celebrate. ‘

The hope of a ceremony such as this is that even
a tortured past holds promise if we learn its lessons. ~ According
to Isaiah, there will be a new heaven and a new earth and
the voice of weeping will be heard no more. Together, with the
help of God, we can bear the burden of our nightmare. It is up~
to us o ensure that we never live it again. '

Theodore Roosevelt said that the presidency was a
bully pulpit. Well, I, for one, intend that this bully pulpit
shall be used on every occasion, where it is appropriate, to
point a finger of shame at even the ugliness of graffiti, and -
certainly wherever it takes place in the world, the act of
violence or terrorism, and that even at the negotiating table,
never shall it be forgotten for a moment that wherever it 1is
taking place in the world, the persecution of people, for whatever

reason —-- persecution of people for their religious belief -- B
that is a matter to be on that negotiating table or the United
tates does not belong at that table. (Applause.)

W

END 10:30 A.M. EST







































New York Holocaust
Memorial Commission
Suite 717

342 Madison Avenue

New York, New York 10017
(212) 687-5020
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February 17, 1987

Mr. Max Green

Associate Director
Office of Public Liaison
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Max:

I am writing to you in my new capacity as public affairs director
of the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Council. As you may know, Richard
Krieger is no longer executive director of the Council, but a note
from you to him inquiring about the Soviets' role in our upcoming
conference ("The Other Victims: Non-Jews Persecuted and Murdered
by the Nazis") was passed to me for response.

As I know you are aware, Soviet citizens were also victims of the
Nazi genocide. Their role in this conference will be limited to
that topic. 1In that regard, the Soviets have donated archival
documents to the Council, including important eye witness accounts
of Babi Yar.

While we, too, are concerned about Soviet violations of human
rights and international law, that is not the subject of the
conference.

Give me a call if you have any questions (653-9220).

Sincerely,

Sam Eskenazi
Director, Public Affairs

2000 L Street NW, Suite 588, Washington, D.C. 20036-4907
(202) 653-9220



