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"'· United States Holocaust Memorial Council 

Office of the 
Director 

Marshall Breger, Esq. 

March 19, 1984 

Special Assistant to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Marshall: 

As my letter (enclosed) to Secretary Clark reflects, Micah 
and I paid a courtesy call on him last Friday. He was as genial 
as he was knowledgeable about our activities. By October 1985, 
under our statute, the Secretary of Interior must certify that we 
are ready to build the museum and have the private funds in hand 
or in sight to accomplish the project. 

In the course of our discussion, the subject of the campaign 
came up. We invited his personal advice concerning our number one 
campaign organizational goal, to enlist the President as our 
Honorary Chairman. We also asked him if he thought the President 
would welcome the idea of our enlisting former President Carter as 
the Honorary Co-chairman. He was wholeheartedly in favor of both 
outcomes and urged us to contact you ("Mrs. Whittlesey's staff") 
to get the decision made. He instructed us to use his name, and 
said that he would lend a hand directly if you needed his help. 

Needless to say, beyond lending his name and "good offices," 
the President 11 s active role in our campaign would be as much or as 
little as he desired. As we continue our search for two national 
campaign co-chairmen to take the active leadership roles, we 
certainly would hope we could indicate that the President would 
thank them for so serving, either directly or by letter. 

Please let Micah or me know what we can or should do to 
advance this cause. I know that such matters require much time 
and patience. On the other hand, our Chairman will be at the 
White House on Thursday evening on the occasion of President 
Mitterand's visit. Wouldn't it be wonderful if President Reagan 
could tell Elie of his decision in person at that time? 

cc: 

Thanks for all your help. 

Sincerely, ~•3' .,.. 
seym 

Suite 832, 425 13th Street, NW 
M. Naftal:Ln 
H. Mogul 

202-724-077 

~I 

n, DC 20004 



United States Holocaust Memorial Council 

Office of the 
Director 

The Honorable William P. Clark 
Secretary of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

M3.rch 19 , 19 8 4 

Thank you so much for rreeting with rre and my deputy, Micah H. Naftalin, 
last Friday afternoon. We welcorred the opportunity to bring you the greetings 
of our Chairman and Vice Chairman, Elie Wiesel and Mark Talisman, and to 
summarize the principal activities of the Cooncil, i.e., the up-caning Days of 
Remernbrance activities, the planning of the national Holocaust Memorial Museum, 
and the capital fundraising drive: A campaign to Remember . 

.itia.y I reiterate how grateful we have been at the superb support and 
assistance we have: consistantly enjoyed fran the National Capital Region of the 
Park Service under Jack Fish. W:lat's rrore, I and.ror Cmncil leadership are 
especially grateful for your advice as to the best way to approach the President 
to lend his name as Honorary Chairman to our Congressionally-mandated, private, 
fundraising campaign, which is now reing organized, and to seek his wishes as to 
the possibility of inviting former President Carter to serve as the campaign's 
Honorary Co-chainn.an. Tne President's honorary support will not only remind 
philanthropists throughout the nation that this is a national project of this 
Administration, but it will help us to encourage two praninent leaders - one 
Jewish and one non-.JeN"ish - to serve as the active co-chainnen of the campaign. 
As you recamrended, we will at once get in troch with Mr. Marshall Breger of 
Mrs. Faith Whittlesey's staff to convey yror suggestions. 

Finally, on behalf of our Chainnan, Elie Wiesel, let rre renind you that we 
hope you will be able to join us for the Evening of Remembrance at the Concert 
Hall of the Kennedy Center on April 29, and at the official canmemorative 
cererrony at the Rotunda of the capitol at ncx:m, April 30. 

With all best wishes, and appreciation, I am 

Sincerely, '\ 

Seymour iegel 
I 

~ : Marshall Br~ier 
\ . • 

Suite 832, 425 13th Street, NW Washington, DC 20004 
202-724-0779 
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~ -.if]:;2 United States Holocaust Memorial Council 
',:...,~ 

.......,,.""""' 
March 19, 1984 

·Office of the 
Senior 

Deputy Director 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHAIRMAN 
~ 

From: Micah H ~lin 

Subject: Courtesy call on Secretary Clark 

Shortly after Judge Clark was confirmed as Secretary of 
Interior, Seymour offered to pay him a visit and review for him 
the Council's activities. In response to the Secretary's invitation, 
Seymour met with him Friday afternoon; I accompanied him. 

The Secretary was extremely genial and well briefed on our 
various projects. He recalled the Liberators Conference, held 
while he was under secretary of State, and asked (his first question) 
how we were handling the Armenian/Turkish dispute. Seymour explained 
how we were bE~ing responsive to the Armenians in a low-key way; and 
inviting inputs from the Turks as well. He also noted that we were 
holding ourse1ves open to recommendations of historical content f~om 
others as wel1, e.g., Gypsies, ~ Poles, Righteous Gentiles, etc. 

Seymour then provided a complete but succinct summary of the. 
three principal areas of activity of the Council: Days of Rembrance 
Rotunda ceremony and Kennedy Center evening through the performing 
arts (he invited Judge Clark to these); museum memorial planning; 
and the fundraising campaign. 

Near the conclusion of our brief meeting, Mr. Clark expressed 
satisfaction with our progress and said, "Let me know if there is 
anything we can do to help you. 11 I took this opportunity to make 
two points. First, I expressed how grateful we were for the help 
already provided by Jack Fish and the Park Service, both with respect 
to the routine administrative support through Steve Lynch, et, al. 
(Clark interjected that he knew that we reimbursed them $185,000 
this year) and John Parsons' people who would be advising us, a~d 
later him, on questions of architecture and historical preservation. 
Second, I reminded him that in the summer of 1985 he would be certi­
fying not only the museum plans but the fund raising effort as well. 
He expressed full knowledge of our need to raise $100 million in 
private funds .. 

I reminded him that last spring the Vice President had turned 
over the symbolic key to you and that the President had endorsed 
the funding of the museum campaign by those Americans who understand 
the need to remember. I then said that we needed some political 

Suite 832, 425 13th Street, N\\f Washington, DC 20004 
202-724-0779 



Page two 

advice from him: As we search for two national co-chairmen for 
the campaign, it was our highest hope (and expectation) that the 
President would agree to be our Honorary campaign chairman (since 
the project was a part of his administration}; but, also, many of 
our members shared the hope that President Carter might also be asked 
to serve as Honorary Co-Chairman, for the obvious reasons that it 
would broaden the bi-partisan {or non-partisan} base of the campaign 
and would provide the desireable symmetry of the two Presidents most 
involved in creating the Council. Obviously, we noted, the question 
of Carter's involvement was entirely at the option of the President. 
I asked his view of the best means of our approaching the President 
on this matter. 

He responded with enthusiasm. "Of course he should and will 
agree. I know how close to his heart this activity is." "And 
he will want Mr. Carter to be Honorary Co-chairman because, on 
something like this, Mr. Reagan will be all-embracing. 11 On such 
issues, said the Secretary, partisanship doesn't enter in. 11 0nly 
a few weeks ago, I was quail hunting with President Carter in Georgia." 
He said we should go directly through Mrs. Whittlesey's office -­
Marshall Breger -- "and tell them that I recommend this approach. I 
will talk to them myself, if necessary. 11 

We left with the Secretary a compl_ete information package, 
including the new Days of Remembrance booklet, the campaign case, 
the Washington Post's book on its coverage of last Ap~il's Days and 
Gathering, and the NYTimes Magazine with the cover story about you. 
Seymour conveyed your personal greetings and appreciation. 

A thank you and confirming note from Seymour to the Secretary, 
sent today, is attached. 

cc: Mark ~alisman 
Miles Lerman 
Sigmund Strochlitz 
Harve Mogul 
Seymour Siegel 



United States Holocaust Memorial Council 

Office of the 
Chairman Ma re h 5, l 984 

The Honorab1e Ronald Wilson Reagan 
President of the United States 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

.. 

I respectfu11y request that in your talks with 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl you raise the issue of the delaying 
tactics of those who are against passing a law in Germany 
aimed at punishing those ~ho publicly ~eny that the 
Holocaust occurred. Such a 1aw is warranted given the 
special circumstances and uniqueness of the Nazi Holocaust. 
Your intervention could be decisive. 

Thank you. 

Respectfully, 

Suite 832, 425 13th Street, NVV Washington, DC 20004 
202-724-0779 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 11, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE HONORABLE WILLIAM P. CLARK 
SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY 

Holocaust Memorial Council 

I am enclosing a copy of the memorandum I sent regarding 
the Holocaust Memorial Council. i~ .. 

~\~-

If you would like Marshall Breger and/to come over 
and discuss this with you, we will be happy to do so. 

Attachment 



United States Holocaust Memorial Council 

April 19, 1984 

The Honorable Marshall Breger 
Special Assistant to the President 

for Public Liaison 
The White HoUS!~ 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Marshall: 

Thank you so much for your letter of April 16, 1984. 

I accept your apology and hope to continue working with you 
in the future to secure the goals of the United States Holocaust 
Memorial Council. 

There was never any doubt in my mind as to the commitment of 
the President and Vice President to the Days of Rememb~ance. I 
am delighted to be informed that the Vice President will be with 
us on April 30th in the Rotunda to participate in our national 
ceremony. 

With all best wishes, 

Very truly yours, 

i 

_j ; ~ 'Y) )J/ Y) vi 
SigmYnd Strochlitz 
Chairman 
Days of Remembrance Committee 

Suite 8:32, 425 13th Street, NW Washington, DC 20004 
202-724-0779 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 9, 1984 

TO: PAT SIMS 

FRCM: MARSHALL BREGER ~ 

The enclosed rrerro is self explanatory. 

Faith Whittlesey and Bea Oglesby are prepared to send follow up 
rrerros on this as are a number of Senators. W2 felt, however, 
that if Judge Clark were prepared to help he vJOuld be the 
correct place for a :rrerro to originate- t-ecause of his statutory 
responsibilities 

Obviously Judge Clark ought not act suaponte• • on this and if he 
were so disposed I w:::>uld arrange for him to receive a request 
letter fran the Holocaust Merrorial Council to which he could 
respond. 

I 



United States Holocaust Memorial Council 

Office of the 
Chairman 

January 31, 1985 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

I am sure you were as dismayed as I was to read the New York 
Times account (l/23/85) of a "White House official" attributing 
to you the~ thought that "we should try to put it [the Hal ocausy 
behind us .... 11 This was by way of explaining your reluctance 
to visit Dachau during your state visit to Germany in May. 

I assume the "official" was misquoted as I know that this is 
the opposite of your sentiment. Over the past four years, I have 
heard you speak so often on the Holocaust, both in private and 
public settings, that I know how profoundly sensitive you are to 
the subject. Here, we are institutionalizing Remembrance through 
the Annual Days of Remembrance National Civic Ceremony, in which 
you have participated, and the planning of a "living" United States 
Holocaust Memorial Museum, in the hope that we can teach our 
children to avoid such a tragedy ever happening again to any 
people. Irideed, your Honorary Chairmanship of our "Campaign 
to Remembeir 11 puts the lie to the Times account. 

If indeed you should decide to visit Dachau, of course, 
I and other members of the Council would welcome the privilege 
of accompanying you. 

Sir;t:. lJ ---P 
Elie W;e[el ~ 

Suite 832, 425 13th Street, NVV Washington, DC 20004 
202-724-0779 
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United States Holocaust Memorial Council 

Office of the 
Chairman 

January 31, 1985 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington,.D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

I am sure you were as dismayed as I was to read the New York 
Times account (l/23/85) of a 11 White House official 11 attributi~ 
to you the thought-that 11 we should try to put it ["t:_he Holocaust/ 
behind us .... 11 This ·was by way of explaining your reluctance. 
to visit- Dachau during your state visit to Germany in May. 

I assume the 11 official 11 .was misquoted as I know that this is 
the opposite of your sentiment. Over the past four years, I have 
heard you speak so often on the Holocaust, both in private and 
public settings, that I know how profoundly sensitive you are to 
the subject. Here, we are institutionalizing Remembrance through 
the Annual Days of Remembrance National Civic Ceremony, in which 
you have participated, and the planning of a 11 livi.ng 11 United States 
Holocaust Memorial ·Museum, in the hope that we can teach our 
children to avoid such a tragedy ever happening again to any 
people. Indeed, your· Honorary Chairmanship of our 11 Campaign 
to Remembeir 11 puts the lie to the Times account. 

If indeed you should decide to visit Dachau, of course, 
I and other members of the Council would welcome the privilege 
of accompanying you. 

Sir;!!_: w ~ ---P 
Eli~ Wi'e[.1 ? 

Suite 832, 425 13th Street, NvV Washington, DC 20004 
202-724-0779 
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Pe:-sonal 

EACKGROVND E~SL1~ 

of 
Micah~- Naftalin 

Brandeis University, BA 1955 
Tne George ~ashington University Law School, LLB, J.D. 1960 (L2~ Review) 
Admitted to the nars of Maryland and the District of Columbia in 1960 
Born: Septer.:ber 7, 1933 
~2r-ried: 1959, to Beth Scherling Naftalin; three children, ages 20, 17, 14 

P r o f es s i on al 

1971-3/31/82 National Academy of Sciences - National Research Council 

1971-1974 - Executive Director, Committee on Public Engineering Policy, 
National Academy of Engineering 

1974-1980 - Executive Director, Assembly of Engineering, National Research 
Counc i l 

1980 - Special Assis::ant to the study chair.nan, and principal 
author/drafter of "Improving Aircraft Safety," the report of 
the Committee on FP.A Air-..,orthiness Certification Procedures 

1980-3/31/82- :C:xecutive Director, Committee on Science, Engineering, and 
Public Policy, NAS-~-IOM 

1965-1971: 

1964-1965: 

1961-1964: 

1961-1962 

1963-1964 

1960-1961: 

1955-1957: 

Civic 

Partner, Elliott and Naftalin, Attorneys at Law, Washington, DC, 
and General Counsel, American Vocational Association 

Assis::·ant to the Secretary of Labor for Congressional Liaison, US 
Department of Labor 

US House of Representatives 

- Legislative Assistant to Honorable Carl Elliott, H.C. (D-Ala), 
the author of the National Defense Education Act and member of 
the Rujes_Committee 

- Chief Counsel and Deputy Director, Select Cowroittee on 
Government Research, chaired by Representative Elliott 

Staff attorney, US Baus ing and Home Finance Agency (HHFA), 
preciecessor to DHUD 

US Ar:my 

HeQber, Board of Directors, Washington International College, 1974-1979 
Speech ~riter for Vice President Hubert H. Humphrey (3 ~onths, full time), 

1968 Presidential Campaign, and author, vith ~d~a~d ~enk, Jr., of Humphrey's 
Sc i enc e Po 1 icy l-.1h i t e :Paper 

Mer:iber, Oratorio Society 0£ \..'ashington, ·and :Member 0£ its Board of Directors 
Hember~ Phi Delta Phi Legal ?raternity 
fl T Yr r>· v ;,1, ,.1 
lJ P (r,,-,i-,..,,)} 71-rf./)Rll J:r1,~ Cl?>j~J,J,:_ (Ct-CJ-1-,.,cJ (,._ 
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2s a lawyer in ~~e £ ~l~s of <2S2~c~ c r~9ul=Lic~ =r.c l~~isl2tive cour.seliing 
(prir.arily iD thE:- fiE·lo of e-aucation), 2.nc: for two of i·J2shin~ton' s rrost dis-tin­

guishe-c ir.stitutions - ~~e National PLaoerny o: Sciences and t.i~e D.S. House of 
~e?resent2tives. In terms of op?'.)rtuniLies for influencing pr09r~TTIT2tic content 
ano ,P'.)licy, I wa.s fod::unate to hole the hiohest ano nost interesting pcsi tions Lhat 
each institution had to offer: chief couns;l of an investigative oversight select 
comnittee of the Conaress concerned with t..,7e aualitv of the aovernment's involve­
ment anc suncort of ;esearch and develcDm'2ut; -enc e;ec~tive directer, res:?9Ctively, 
cf the Acaoerny's premier science policy-co;miittee and one of its Research Council's 
eigh~ rr~jor prcgrru~ divisiors, the Acse::nbly of Engineering, a division COITJ?rising 
some 30 mares 2nd committees of volunteer expe!:"ts, a full time- staff of 70, and 
a prC)?r 2J11 and !X)licy .stuov annuc.l buoget that rose from Sl½ million to $5 million 
uncier mv ITu3..t7aaement. 

- J 

Some of my functions, O_?!X)rtuni ties and accomplish~nt.s during t..liis per io:3. 
include the follawing: 

* Planniug, budgeting and supervising the substc..ntive activities of scientists, 
engineers, economists, investigators, writers c.na editors in t..~e conauct of public 
heari.::gs, investi9ations, analytical stua.ies;and the prep2ration of hunareds of 
public re.:ports and acc:onpanying briefings, press conferences and other rrcd.es of 
consulting and advising at the highest levels of goverrJTent and industry. 

* I orafted the rationale and House Resolution creating t..~e Select CaT,!filttee 
on Goverrm1ent Research, recruited the staff t._hat, over the lS-rronth life of Lhe 
corrmittee, reached 35 members, and supervised the substantive activities that led 
to two public hearings and the publication of 11 corrmittee and staff re!:X)rts. I 
was the principal author of several of these repxts, including the final re_EX)rt 
of the corrmi ttee, "National Goals and Policies. " 

* I was the first oirector oft-he Acscrnbly of Engineering. In addition to 
building it up, 2s described al:x)Ve, I also instituted a m:::x3el quality control system 
for the independent review and approval of all reD:>rts. (The Acsernbly published 
approxi.'Tiately 50 l::x:x:)k-length rep:xts of its studies each year.) 

* In my last year at the Academy, fonrer President Handler asked rre -to help 
reinvigorate the rroribund and faltering, 20-year old Cornmitte2 on Science a.na 
Public Policy - a· fom~rly active and prestigious corrmittee of the Acade~ that 
then had an uncertain $100,000 annual budget and was struggling to do little TIDre 
than complete a·long overdue study with no remaining staff. On April 1, 1382, I 
left a vital, reorganized committee with t..hree .i.J7'!Drt2nt stuoies unaerwc.y, a .. 
staff of 12 and an annual budget approaching $1 million. 

* Planner of dozens of rr1ajor i:olicy studies and rr.anager and/or s-taff aut..hor 
of iT.any of tbe.71. E-s-: 'D,c ;,.cudc .. '.!-'.:; (~-:c~aps t._r:ie :1ation's) rrost ca~rehe.:1.sive 
st0cy of U.S. energy di1e.'Til1l2s; a det2iled evaluation of t..i-le technical, health 
effects and environmental ~"Tlf)lic3tions of rE'?--)iring t..he autOITDbile inaustry to 
meet 1983 ex.."-1aust errmissions st2naaras for its fleet of di1::sel passenger cars - a 
textl:x:::.ok e)-:.?J,iple of a pro_?er .cost-ben'2fit-risk analysis in 2id of oecisioJb-naking; 
an investigation, at the request of t..~e Congress, into the safety of N;'l..5A' s cevelop­
i'Tient of the S:?cce shutt1-e' s r.cin engine {t..'ii.e activity, wnich reached critical and 
profound conclusions, later wen NPSA's Dis~inguished Service A-ward for 1981); an 
in-depth and tho~9htful 2ssesSillent of t..~e F..~A's tec:hnicc.l 211c ffi2Jlagerial c2pcbilit:y 
for certific2tinc the safety of cesion, orooucticn a~c inspection of trc.r.sp::,rt 
aircraft; ensine~rins aspects of ~1,e-world fccc prc'::)l~"T.; prcgr;::-.!'P. priorities for 
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t-=-=::nolccie.s; s2ve!"al s:ucie.::: in th-= ari:::o of t.c->C:-:.7olcr-Y, orcx5uctivitv ano inter­
natj on3.l - t.r-::□e c::,~ti t ior:; 2 .=:'2' !" ies of E::-:a,11ina t ions ;f e~vironi1Ental and saf-=tY 
;)[ace.ices Eif?loyed in t.~E: crillins for oil in t.'1e outer continental shelf. 

* In all, t.~e Acaaerny 1 s National Research CoW1cil is a $60 million/yr enter­
prise t.hct U.7oertakes, at t...iie re<::!Ues~ primarily of the aoverrunent, hundreds of 
s~ucies that result in public rerx:,rts, utilizes the vol~nteer expert services of 
appro:-:imately 8,000 distinguishea scientists and en9ine<2rs who serve on its coards 
and cc,mmitr.ees, and plc.ns, oversees and supp:xts the activity lar<~ely through a 
s.:aff of 1100, two-thirds of whom ar·e directly involved in the s;Jbst.antive pr09rai11. 
(TnE prcgrarn staff is supervised by one of t...lie Executive -Directors of the respec­
tive orcanizational units.) Durina his last vear in office, President Handler 
assigned to me. t.11e responsibility- for two se~sitive, internal exa.t1inations into 
t.i'1e NRC' s prcx::eaures. In t..rie first instance, I staffed, with two prof2s3ional 
2ssistants, □ task force of experts in the fields of risk c.nalysis and aecision­
rraking, to ex~11ine the extent to which considerations of risk entered into t..½e 
aeliberations of NR: recorts and studies (50% of all studies, it turned out) and 
to prescribe guidelines- for the c.ppropriate and credible analysis of risk (to health l 
or s2£ety) in the future conduct of studies and in the preparation of rep:_)rts. In 

1 the second case, I undertook a oersonal investiaation of t.'le study planning, buo9eting,1 
execution ana re:s:ort writing pr~ctices and prcx::~ures of all units ~f the Research ; 
Council in an effort to determine the causes of its lona ana unacceotable record 
of late and over-exoended studv relX>rts. In ooth cases; the Presid~nt and Governing 
Board published th; re_!X>rts, alss~nated them t.hroughout the institution, and 
imple:"T!Ented ITDst of the rec:omr.enaations. 

* ~~ General Counsel of a client, the 40,000-moJllD2r Arrerican Vcc.ational 
Association, drafted and designed the legislative strategy leading to the 
unanirrous p2ssage of the Vcx::ational Education Amenoments of l968 - a rrajor piece 
of legislation that was not a part of the Ai1-ninistration 1 s program ana was filllda­
;nentally different in conception from the aP9roach approved by the Senate sub­
caT:ITlittee. Successfully overcc:rr.e similar obstacles in behalf of the savings end_ 
l02n industry. And, rne.rnber of. the education/lalx:ir steering conmi ttee that organized 
t..he unprecedented legislative victory to add $l billion to t..he Presiaent' s eouc:3.tion 
budget and t.hen override his veto. Negotiated with the Feder2l Trade Ca.mission, or. 
behalf of an accusea major prcx:3uct marketing corrpany, a groundbreaking consent 
decree that became the nroel for the affected industry. 

* Perhaps r.ost gratifying of all, consistently worked on a collegial bcsis 
with ITac.ny of the fore..rrost national and international leaders, e.g., vice presidents, 
cabinet officers and senior governrrent officials, chairmen and iTPJnbers and staff of 
congressional caTmittees, diplomatic attaches and counsellors, lalx)r leaders, lll1i­
versity presidents, Nobel I~ureates and other distinguished scientists and aecceiui­
cians, and the chief executive officers and R&D vice presidents of -che natioo 1 s 
t!::-Chnology-b2s2d inaust?~ial co~nies. 

In sum, Ia.ma stuc5ent and practitioner of science and technology }:X)licy, c. 
lawyer, and 2n 2dministrator. I~~ a manager of prof~ssional people a.na supf()rtir,g 
stcff, principally 2s ti1ey are engaged in L~e concuct of analytical studies ar.a 
investi9atior.s and in ci1e preparation and disse--nination of the resulting re}_X)rt.s. I 
2m 2n aaviser and consultant to 9overn1Tents, universities and cornpanies with res:?-?Ct 
to science ana technolCX;?Y policy, the marriage of science to oecisionmaking, a.~ 
progra~ pla~Ding end evaluation. I am a legislative consult.2nt. A plar1.~er end 
rrolcer of creative organizations. 

--1 

- ---- --------
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:i:irr,, Sq,t~Til°":Jer 12, 1927 

i C'!" c,t 11~:r data set: \-.'1!0' S WilO D~ AMERICA 

LDuc,;r:i:o;,.r: 

3i:'r:°!1-=lor of Arts, The University of Chicago (Religion/Psychology), 1958. 

-
~-~ast~r uf llebreH Literature, The Jewish Tlieolo&ical Se!'!linary , 1951 

P.a9bi, The J eHish Theological Seminary of kneri c2., 1951 

Doc tor of Hebrew Literature,· The Jew.ish Theological Seminary, 1958 

-~.ls::) .:::t"...!c!i_~a_ a~ Oyrcrd Un.ive"!:"sity (All Souls College) , England 
2~G Rebrev University, Jenis21em 

~LOY?--J:ENT _DATA 

1958 
;l-959-60 

~950-1980. ~hairman, The Department of Philosophies of Judaism,_The Jewish Theological 
Sc::2inary 

1970-19S0. Ralph Simon Professor ·of Ethics and Theology, The J2wish Theological 
S~inary 

1980-p:r-~s~nt. Professor of Hu!!l.2uities and Nedicine., · The Medical· College of l'ennsylv?.ni.2. 
Pnilauelphia, Pa. 

1960-1969. Dean,.Rerber~ H. Lehman Institute of Ethics, The Jewish Theological Seminary 
.. 
; 

1976-77;;,, Senior Research Fellow> The Kennedy Institute of ·Bioethics> Georgetown·. - -· 
..... ~ . 

U:2iversity., Hasb_ington,· D. ·C. . };~~- ._ :-;; ~: :l _-_ ~-- - , 
-· -..; .... 

.1973-4 . .Adj{in~t Professor ·of Ethics., Union Theologi.cal ·-seminary ··of New York·~--:-:_·_.:-{:·_ - ~-:: ~ 
. . . : . . .. . . '_ > ~. ~ ,. 

0

: • • - • __ ··,:· - ~---·.·,_;_;:~:~~\;t-:t:1~t{i?"j 
1969-1975. • Adjunct Professor of Jei-:rish Studies., The Col.lege. of tbe City of _New_.York.: ~ -~ 

•• - • • • ":-._ .. -. . . .;'. .. ··. _. :·· :·:~\-:j:_~~-:~:~<f:/:; 
1970-71. Visiting Professor of Religion., Carleton College., Northfield, 1-Iinn.-;:~.-,::--.--•·;.?:=-:;)..:{:·; 

\ ._!:. _.---:- ·-:/:;(::~·~/t~~;~f ~ 
- J..962-63-64-65. Visiting Professor of Religion, Seminario_ rabinico latinoaTiericano;'~-.;:.; _ _;__-:~ 

'. :::::;S;:::~•ll:::::t:~: mrms •. •::t~~~,~~1:t~~r:!~ 
. • ,: .... =--:. :::·. ~~: -:: ... ; 

C"!2i~an, Co:mnittee on J e,vi sh Law 2nd Stc1!""ldai:-ds > The R2bbini cal Asser.i.bly > 1973-15!80 .. •:,,~: 
. . . . . . t 

-:i":iis· co::r_rnittee is the. 11igh~st. authority on matters of Jewish law in the conscrva~i~~---:-_-:~ 
::::!ff'1e~ent wj_thin Judaism, the lar~est br:inch of rel:igious Je·ury on this continent:-:~-=::· . .-_:·-~ 
~\..s Cnairnan, it was uy duty to acljudicate matters of rj tual> ethics,. a~d theology±·.-=~ :-:-:.:j 
£ or t.he conservative r.:8ve.ment Hi thin Jewry. _ -- -: .-. . . :.·• ... .. . ~ ~ ·-.. . • • "' - . ~ 

Co;i::;ultant on Etl1:ics; J,ational Cozimission_ for the Protection of 1luman Subject:·s in·~.:-;-_:._:_-:; 
!::i:pc:r1.aent.ation > l976. This involved giving e..---;:pert testimony on such gu~;-ti~m~ :;~-~~~:\ 

2::::; ~oci:.~l ex_pi::r:IT.:!ent~tion,. ~rc3toent of· t:1-:e t.c~ina1.ly ill., et.c. - • ·/:((:t}::;i;/~~}~l 
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.Sc·nior )kst-.1rch Fel)O\-'• herirtL·c.ly lnslitutc of Ejo~th:ic.s, 1977 to prcs<:'.nt 

Gu::i;:inities ::-:::!.lo,,, I-ledic.al College of J•~nnysl v~nia, 1930-81 

~:~~ber, CouP..c·il on Hu:nan Converns, Rcpubl5ccn 7fational Corm7lit:ree, 1978-80 

'\'isi ting Sc.holar, lv'ilson Center for Intern2t:i onal Scholar~. Sr.li thsonian Institution> 
1981. 

~e.::iber, Cola ti on for Reagan-Bush, ne'wly organized group within the Republican 
1~a tional :commit tee chaired by Hr .Hax Fisber. 

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 

Board of E?itors,. The Jewish P.:nblic:atian Society. 

:Board of :Editors, Shma Magazine (an influential journal of :i.deas and opinions) 

302rd of Editors, The Linacie Quarterly (a journal of medic2l etbics published by th2 
Cetholic Physicians' qu~ld) 

·Board of Editors~ The Encyc1opedia Judaica (tbe lat.est: and most -c90f,rehensive 
encyclopedia of Jewish religion and culture) 

2.oard of ·Editors, The Encyclopedia of Eioet'hics (a coroprhensive encyclopedia 
concerni~g the relation of ethics to medicine) 

· 1 
President, The Jewish Rights Council. An organ i z ation founded to protect: ·:: - _ :-.1 

Je~i.sn rights ···- . . . . . -· -~· -: . : ::.:; •. \(: .. /~ :-:.~/--:;tj 
:?resident, Tne .kilerican .Jewish Forum ( a n organization recently organized t~_~;:·'.··~_--.- , ~~ .. : :!~::.~: 
proraote conservative ·politica1 ·_philosopny in_ _the

0 

Jew~sh C':)m_:rnunity •• : . ~ J\f·;_>~~ ; :: :~ ~-.~:J_;~ 
~ • . - .. :,; - : ~ ~ .-· . - - . · - :· _:• : ~. -· . :~· · . .. -- · ·.~ ~ - .. : _,: · __ _ _ . ~ : ~;~ .. ~·=--· ~-- ~ -- : -~' :·== ~, .. ~;~-~i:':~~~~~~ -<~~ :~:~i~~ 

Chairman> Fair Practices• Committee,· Ruder and Finn. l968-81. • (This coillfiltteemeet:s~~-: ;;-: 
r~gularly to d eal with e '.thic al {ssues t.hat: 2.rise in t.be • oper~t:ion·s ·of ·o~e--~f-tbe //+":{l;:; 
r.;,..:ion's largest pi.Jb1.ic rel2.tions firms) • ·.·.: : · • \ ···:.:· ':; J_--! <:~---~ - ::,..-~>: :;i··. ~-~/ ·-'.~.{'. :!:;: >\.-~~k:-t' 
. ' - _~: - . - •. - .. _. • .. - ; • .. :_. ·-: ~- ~- ~ ~- --~ :-_~--:-·-:~~-~~ .. - -~ - ~~:~~ :-~~: ?~f -~;~~:~~;j·{~ :~~> ·t .::·}~~t= 

~23ber, J3ionaz ards Co;:;unittee> Hoffr.1ano- LaRoche O:,mnariy (this. c om.;-nitt ee-_:- o~er0ee·s __ tlu~.< ilJ;~ 
• e.:-~periments in t'he are2. of DN'A resectrch conduct e d by on'"e of tbe. ,mrlc! ~ s··'1a'f-i~st-;~::·:~;~:,~;_;:j:~~ 

.•·t~c!DJaccuti~l firns.) • • - - • • • - - .-._.~ ::: • ·_ ~- · ->~~~f )i~-~N(i~fi1ff3i 
~-~e.::iber 1 American Academy of Jewish Research. ..··:._·.::~}.,-=-:t-.: ." :~: · :i:.~·:~:; 
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Co:.senra tive Judaism and J cwisn L a\J (Ktav P ubli s hing Co.), l977 • 

Ethics .ond fewish !,a~,. Conserv;itive J udaism, Vol . XXV 

. 
Directions :rn Social Ethics> Cons erva tive Juoa:ism., Vol. XJ,,.'V 

T e.oloaic 1 Ref' lections on the J;)~;:,truction of Eurooean ;Jp-wrv--onc:i=>r-rr1 l VP .11,n ::> '\ c-rn <::: , , ____ _ 



):LJ \' 

O:Jj 1 (c,;:1p~tit.ion ;incl Surviv.,l, ju J'upuL:it:ion Crisj!... (1:d. Fof;:12.:m, P111iic /'.fL1irs PRt:E;s) 

r::chic2l /,ppronch t.o J:lio::;iedical F.csC::'.2rch in The: Ithics of Tcacning and Researc'h 
c. by lio'.:>k, J:crtz ;md To.:1orovitch) Prometheus Press. 
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bortion: The Jewish View, Human Life Review, l977 

by J e\.?S Should Vote Republican, CoillIDensense {published by the Republican National 
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,OLITICAL ACTIVITIES. 
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1970 and l976 

:o-Chairman> Democrats for Nixon> 1972. 
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MARIO M. CUOMO 

GOVERNOR 

The President 

STATE OF NEW YORK 

EXECUTIVE CHAM BER 

April 19, 1985 

The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

TWO WORLD TRADE CENTER 

57r1-1 F"LOOR 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 10047 

As you know, New York State and New York City are 
creating a new consolidated Holocaust Memorial Commission 
which will result in the creation of a Holocaust Memorial 
and Museum at Battery Park City in the shadow of the 
Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island. Since I am deeply 
committed to the creation of a living memorial for the 
Holocaust, I believe it would be more expeditious to 
focus my efforts here in New York. 

Sometime ago, Speaker O'Neill asked me to become a 
member of the Christopher Columbus Quincentennial 
Commission. I have been informed that a person cannot be 
a member of two Presidential Commissions, therefore, I 
tender my re~signation fro:rn._the United States Holocau~ 
Memorial. CO~lncil. -

It has been a privilege to serve with Elie Wiesel 
and all oft.he dedicated members of the Council. I wish 
the Council every success as they continue their important 
work nationally to assure that the lessons of the Holocaust 
are never forgotten as we will be doing here in New York. 

Mario M. Cuomo 
Governor 



~· .r 
THE WHITE HOUSE 1Q 

WASHINGTON ,; 

March 20, 1985 

Dear Dr. Wiesel: 

Thank you very much for your recent letter in which you asked about the 
President including a stop at Dachau in the schedule for his May visit to the 
Federal Republic of Germany. 

At the outset, let mEi assure you that the President remains deeply committed to 
full recognition of the horrors surrounding the Holocaust. As you stated in your 
letter, he has demonstrated his continuing concern both by words and actions. 

Concerning your .specific question, we and the German Government fully 
considered the possibility of a visit to Dachau in reviewing the President's 
itinerary. However, due to the limited amount of time available for the bilateral 
portion of the President's visit to the FRG, it did not· prove possible to include a 
visit to the Munich a.rea. Although the President will be in the FRG for several 
days, most of his time will be spent in Bonn for the Seven-Nation Economic 
Summit and talks with President von Weizsaecker and Chancellor Kohl. 

As you know, the President fully appreciates the special significance of events 
related to the Holocaust during this year, when we will be marking the 40th • 
anniversary of the end of World War II. The German Government, and Chancellor 
Kohl personally, sha:re this understanding, as indicated by the Chancellor's 
scheduled visit to the site of the former Bergen-Belsen concentration camp on 
April 22, the 40th anniversary of its liberation by Allied forces. Our. Ambassador 
to the Federal Republic, Arthur Burns, will join Chancellor Kohl -- as the 
President's personal representative -- at the ceremonies at Bergen-Belsen. His 
presence at Bergen-Belsen, particularly given Ambassador Burns' high personal 
prestige, will emphasize the importance which the President, and all Americans, 
attach to this event. 

Again, we appreciate your interest in this important matter. 

Dr. Elie Wiesel, Chairman 
U. S. Holocaust Memorial Council 
Suite 832 
425 13th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20004 

Sincerely, 

FREDERICK J. RYAN, JR. 
Director, Presidential 
Appointments and Scheduling 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 29, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM HENKEL 

FROM: MARSHALL BREGER@ 

Congresswoman Bobbie Fiedler has spoken to me a number of 
times about the President lighting the "eternal flame" at 
the site of the Holocaust Memorial Council Museum during 
the Inaugural ceremonies. She believes that such an act 
would be an important gestur_e to the Jewish cornmuni ty. 

While I would not disagree, I am not certain it is appropriate 
for the Inaugural process. Furthermore, it is unclear to me 
as to whether the Museum will actually have an "eternal 
flame" set up by January. Nonetheless, Congresswomen Fiedler 
is very keen on this project, seeing it as her special contri­
bution to the Inaugural celebrations. 

Please advise me on how best to handle this. 

Thank you. 



Office of the 

\.¢' Marshall 

United States Holocaust Memorial Council . 

Senior October 5, 1984 
Deputy Director 

Mr. John Tene 
President 
Romania of Mass., Inc. 
1135 Salem Street 
Malden, Massachusetts 02114 

Dear Mr. Tene: 

Breger, Esq. 

Thank you for your letter of September 10, concerning the general hope 
the Gypsies will be considered for appointment to vacancies on the Council 
and the specific request that I support your candidacy for such a position. 

First and formost let me assure you again, as we did in our meeting of 
July 20, of the Council's professional and statutory commitment to 
portraying the full and terrible story of the Holocaust including, of 
course, the tragic fate of the Gypsies. The enclosed letter of Professor 
Seymour Siegel, that appeared in the Washington Post of July 30, 1984, 
summarizes our commitment and sympathy. 

With respect to your specific request, it would not be apptopriate for 
the Council or the staff to officially sponsor or advocate a particular 
individual. The power and responsibility to appoint members to fill 
vacancies rests exclusively with the President of the United States--not, 
incidentally, a "Presidential Commission," as your letter suggests. 

I note that you have sent identical letters to a number of members of 
the Council. I am today forwarding your letter to them. Unless you hear 
from one of them directly in the next few days, I hope you will accept this 
response on their behalf. 

I invite you to continue to feel free to forward documents and other 
materials relevant to the fate of the Gypsies during the Holocaust. 

With all best wishes, I am, 

Sincerely, ? / 

~.fJ.1:, 
cc: Council members w/encl. 

Suite 8~32, 425 13th Street, NW Washington, DC 20004 
202-724-0779 



Washington Post - July 30, 1984 

G;psie~ d;·d the Ho.lo;aust Af useum: A Reply 
• ~ ~ ' • . ~ •• ! • • 

Since the issue has been raised tl}e council's invitation to discuss ways 
~ about the participation of the Gypsy . and means of including foeir. story in 
/:: community in the. future U.S. ·-Holo- • the museum. • . . 
1 • caust Memorial Mus~um • [''Lament of • 4) Despite ~e • sympathy felt by. 
i the Gypsies,". Style, Juli21], l_et_me • council members and staff_ for the 
l . summarize the matter: . • • • .... , - •• • Gypsies and their requests, the fact 
i . 1) 'While ther~ has been substantial remains that only the president of the 
'. : planning of the physical structure, ·con-·.. . United St.ates may appoint the 55 pub-
f :, tent planning is just -beginning for· a :. lie members of the council, and the 
~ : museum that will open in early 1989. ~ l · first vacancy·: is not expected untif 
p· '2) We;-are .in deep sympathy and • 1986. No one is"'refusing represent.a-; 
! : lee! ccimpassiori for the ·undoubted suf~-~- tion _on:,;the Holocaust Coun:=iJ for 
L fering of the ··Gypsies =during World.: . Gypsi~. ,_ln faC1;,,. '?"hen ~-oes ~! 
i:: War II. . _ • •• .• :· •;: c.ome.a~ilable, rr._1s my ho~ _that._a 
t, , . • ·. ,-·'.·•-., . ..,,.,! r. ;:-o --· • 0 Gypsy will be appointed to the council.· 
; .; . 3) According to_ .our. pr~sent. plans:.-. The Gypsies make a most compelling 
:~ fo; _t~e_ museuf1:, 0 the:_Gypsy tragedy. i case as one· of the principal victims of 
[ -will .be 1D_cl~d~d ID the accounts of_ the:: the Nazi genocidal mania. . 

••• Nazi tyran_ny. Reader:s ~hould_ be ma~!::. ! . Jl!- :.:: ::-· SEYMOUR SIEGEL 
'i _av.-are that the Gypsies_ ·referred. to ID~; . i . , : D!rector, u.s. Holocau.stMemorlsJ eouncu 

;i .1:11..:·article na'd come :o·-washingto~.~~-: ~as~i;?llj i:~-:,-~\:;::: \.:} j~~6n-,; ;.~. 
- . . 
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Dear Dr. Naftalin, 

I 

:Romania of Mass., Inc. 
GYPSIES UNITED 

-1135 Salem Street0 ·Malden,· -Massachusetts 02114 

Telephone 6 l 7 / 426-4586 
JOHN TENE, 

President 

September 10, 1984 

Dr. Micah H. Naftalin 
Senior Deputy Director 
United States Holocaust Memorial Council 
425 Thirteenth Street NW, Suite 832 
Washington; D.C. 20004 

As you may know, the reeently form.'ed Ro~ani Holocaust. Council met with key members 
of the.Holocaust Memorial Council in Washington, D~C., this past July, to discuss 
involvement of Roma in the Councii. As you will see from the enclosed presentation 
of their case, the Roma are hopeful of obtaining at least ten seats on the Council 
wh.en they become available in 1986, said appointments to be made by.Presidential 
Commission. We are writing to request your support of these appointments. 

. . .-' .. _•. • .. 
. . . . 

As you will see from th1~ attached resume, I have been President of a Gypsy self-
h.elp center· in Boston -·-- Romania of Mass., Inc., -- for the past several years. 
I have been dedicated to ameliorating the situation of my people, and to attaining 
the goals of Romania's mandate. My activities in pursuit of these aims are·described 
in the attached historieal sketch. If you wish to see any of the documentation listed~ 
I would be happy to send you copies of any desired material. 

After you have reviewed the enclosed information, I request that you, Sir, support 
my petition for a Council appointment, as you deE.rn appropriate. If you would be so . 
kind as to take the time to write. to members of the Presidential Commission directly,'­
l would be grateful. On the other hand, if it is more convenient for you, I would 
appreciate receiving a letter of support and commendation for transmittal to the 
persons concerned. 

A seat on the Holocaust Memorial Council would enable me to pursue the goals of 
our people, to make important contributions to the Roma here and abroad, to give 
us a sense.of dignity that we have long been denied. Our sense of universal solidarity 
is evidenced by the.fo~mation of the Romani Holocaust Council. 

The voice of the Gypsies must be heard at the Holocaust Memorial C~uncil, where it 
will echo with those of all victims of prejudice and persecution, whose suffering 
culminated in the long agony of the Holocaust. Our struggle is yours, and our 
recognition will surely hasten the victory against future genocide in any form, 
against any people. 

Te avel ~ Del tu sa! (May God be with you!) 

~~ 
John Tene 
President Non-Profit Organiz:ation 



THE CASE FOR AMERICAN ROMANI REPRESENTATION ON THE U.S. HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL COUNCIL 

The Holocaust was a crime of genocide - that is, an attempt to­
exterminate a11·members of a particular national or racial group 
simply because they were members of that group. Not every war 
crime or oppressive action is genocide, however unjust and horrible 
it may be. ••• History records actions which qualify as genocide 
by the strictest definition. Hitler himself sought to annihilate 
the Gypsies as well as the Jews. 

Yehuda Bauer, They Chose Life 
(The American Jewish Committee, N~Y., 1973) 

H.ttler ls Nazis targeted two ethnic_ groups for destruction in the Third Reich: 

Gypsies and Jews. Though. the;tr consequent sufferings were similar, their fate since 

has been far from equal. The Jewish experience of the Holocaust has become well known, 

but few have.heard about:,the half .... m:lllion·Gypsy victims. For forty years, Gypsies 

have remained unheard, uncompensated and virtually ignored! 

When Hitler came to power in 1933 his Nazi administration inherit_ed anti-Gypsy 

laws that had been in force for centuries. Th~ Munich-based Central Office for 

Fighting the Gypsy Nuisance had been established in 1899 arid regulated treatment 

of Gypsies under the Third Reich. The genetic criteria for identification as a 

Gypsy was stricter even that those applied to_Jews. As early as 1933 Gypsy women 

were sterilized·and spE~cial camps were built to contain German Gypsies--- Dieselstrasse~ 

Yennhausen and Dachau, to name a few. At Auschwitz-Birkenau, a Zigeuner~ Lager was · ·._ 

created for Gypsies from all parts of Europe. After thousands had p·assed through that 

camp and died in its gas chambers, it was finally liquidated in 1944, when more than 

4,000 men, women and children were murdered. By that time, Gypsies were being massacred 

in Bergen-Belsen, Buchenwald, Chelmno, Maidenek, and shot outright by commando units 

in the Ukraine, Soviet Russia and elsewhere. 

After the war, German courts rejected compensation claims by Gypsies, and 

few received any indemnification. The Council of Europe drew attention to this 

injustice in its 1969 Report which appealed to German authorities to consider the 

petitions of Gypsies for compensation and the right to lead their traditional life style2. 
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Simone Weil, President of the European Parliament in 1979 led a demonstration 

at Bergen-Belsen, and the following year the Sinti Gypsies staged a hunger strike 

at Dachau to draw attention to the claims for recognition of Gypsy Holocaust victims. 

Simon Wiesenthal led a symposium on the fate of Gypsies at the World Romani Congress 

in Gottingen, West Germany in 1981 and, subsequently, Chancellor Schmitt met with 

Gypsy representatives and a statement was issued by the German Government admitting 

that Gypsies had been the target of Nazi racial genocide. However, any compensation 

for losses suffered or recognition of their status as German nationals has not yet 

occurred. 

When the United States Holocaust Memorial Council was established by an Act of 
····.:· 

Congress, the Romani con:imunity everywhere hoped, at last, that they would be remembered. 

But no Gypsies were invited to become members of the Holocaust Memorial Council. 

Such an important ondssion is inconsistent with the expressed 1ntent of Congress in 

setting up and funding the Memorial Council: Understandably,- resentment over the 

• failure of the Memorial Council to include them as part of the Congressional mandate 

has arisen among Ame:rican Gypsies. While they welcome the Council's intentions, as 

stated by the Honorable Elie Wiesel, to•include them in plans for the Holocaust Memorial 

Museum, and in all eouncil cerem~nies and commemorations, the real involvement and 

contributions of Gypsies must be established forthwith. 

First of all, in the matter of research, Council members and Museum planners 

should be aware that efforts have been made in the United States to collect documentation 

on Gypsy_concentrati.on camp survivors in order to obtain indemnification for them from 

the West German Government. Furthermore, several Romani organizations in Europe, 

affiliated to the International Romani Union, which has consultative status as a non­

governmental organization to the United Nations' ECOSOC, have been engaged in research 

for years, reporting to the War Crimes Commission of the World Romani Congress, head­

quartered in Geneva. Such organizations.as the Verband Deutscher Sinti, the Rom und 

Sinti Union in Germany, and the Romani Union of Serbia, among others, have been 
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, documenting the Gypsy Holocaust experience for years, and their material should be 

sought by the Holocaust Memorial Council for inclusion in their archives and future 

Museum. 

Concerned about their. exclusion from the Holocaust Memorial Council, Gypsy 

·representatives from six states met at the Simon Wiesenthal Center in Los Angeles 

on June 25, 1984, to found the U.S. Romani Holocaust Council. The purpose of the 

Council is to commemora.te the death. of half-million Gypsies , and to 

participate on a national level in the institutionalization of all Holocaust victims> 

through representation on the Council 0 

This meeting was further reinforced by the meeti_ng of Gypsies in Washington, D.C. 

on July 19, 1984 with officials and members of the Memorial Council, to request their' 

endorsement of Gypsy representationo Their basic goal is to join with the Jewish, 

as well as other communities, who suffered the_brunt of Nazi attempts at genocide, 

to look to the future as friends and allies, to make the Museum project and the 

campaign against future genocide a reality. It is hoped that this just request for 

representation is honored. If not, the Romani Holocaust Council is prepared to take 

legal steps to insist c,n enforcement of the Holocaust Memorial Council's mandate, and 

would call for international protest action in all parts of Europe, focusing its 

activities at the Fourth World Romani Congress in Italy in 1985, where hundreds of 

Roma from all over the world will gather in universal purpose. It is hoped that the 

forthcoming Congress wJ'.11 have cause for celebration, instead of lamentation, of its 

implicit inclusion in the Holocaust Memorial Council. 

There is a Gypsy proverb:· "Every fire leaves behind some live coal 
in the ashes." The danger is that the live coal in the ashes of a 
funeral pyre can set it ablaze again; and the continuing persecution 
of the Gypsies is such a live coal after the conflagration of the 
Holocaust. All decent people must therefore strive to extinguish 
the glowing 'fire and enable the Gypsies to live among the rest of 
us as equal citizens. 

Simon Wiesenthal, address to the 
Thtrd World Romani Congress, 
Gottingen, Germany, 1981. 
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:Romania of Mass., Inc. 
GYPSIES UNITED 

--
·-1135 Sale!D. Street• ··Malden, -Massachusetts 02114 

Telephone. 617 / 426-4586 

Resume of Activities 

JOHN TENE, 
President 

1975 Archbishop Humberto Cardinal Medeiros invites John Tene t·o become a 
member of the Commission on Huma·n Rights Task Force on Minority Affairs, 
to report on probl_ems of·· Gypsies;·. in· order to take effective action for 
social justice .. 

1976 

Tene submits reports on the situation of Gypsies, and is congratulated 
by Archbish.op Medieors, who offers Tene facilities at Holy Redeemer.Church 
'!;op th.e establishment of a Gypsy self-help center, Romania of.Mass., Inc. 

'Boston Suriday'Globe features cover'st~ry on ~ene•ari.d'Rbinania of Mass., Inc., 
and Te.n·e assists in the. Boston Globe Community- Affairs- Department survey of 
the situation of Gypsies ±n the Boston community. 

l'ene. ;i:s- invited to participate in activities of the ·comite • Internationale 
• ·Rom, a European Gypsy organization headquartered in Paris. 

Romania of Mass., Inc., is officially incorporated. Its mandate: 

To eliminate prejudice and.discrimination 
_against Gypsy people by educating the public 
about Gypsy history, customs and cultural 
heritage, to provide. basic reading and other 
educational and vocational skills to Gypsy 
people, to educate Gypsy people about their 
righ_ts and responsibilities as citizens and 
the availability of educational, nutritional, 
health and other related services in their 
connnunities, and such other educational and 
charitable purposes •.. 

• Non-Profit Organization 



1976 
(cont'd.) 

1977 
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Tene organizes a Gypsy March and Rally to focus attention on the needs 
of th,e Boston Gypsy population. 

Tene appears _on "Sunday Open House" - WCVB-TV; "Neighborhood News" - WCVB--TV; 
"The Tom Larson Show" - WSBK-TV. 

WGBH-TV (National Public Television Station in Boston) produces a documentary 
film on Tene and Romania of Masso, Inc. 

Worcester State College petitions Senator Edward Kennedy to investigate 
the status of Gypsies :tn the United States and, in 'particular, requests 
a.ss:tsta.nce ;e'or Roroan;i;a of Mass., Inco 

A.nne Suthe.rlandJ author o;f; a def:tnitive sociolog;Lcal work on Gypsies in 
knel,"i;ca, la..'lds h.er support to Romania. of Mass. , Inc c 

Internationally- a~claimed Belgian author 1 Jan Yoors, visits Romania of 
Mass~, Inc., in support of Tene's workc 

The first two volumes of the Newsletter of Romania are circulated to 
Gypsies, friends and'. ;i..nterested persons or organizations in the United 
States and abroad. 

Tene designs the first official flag of Romania and it is registered w±th 
the Offiee of the Secretary of Statec 

Holiday food for Thanksgiving_and Christmas is proyided for poor Gypsies 
at Romania, funded by the Catholic Charities.and private donations from 
Tene's family and others. 

Catholic Charities donates quarters to Romania in its downtown .office 
building in Boston. 

WGBH-TV runs a public service announcement on Romania regularly, for • 
seye;r:al monthso 

- _., ;i ~ \ 

T~ne appears 0n' '·'Peoples-cope," WNA,C--TV; 1'The. Tom· Lars-on· S-hown WSBK"-TV. 

Tene submits proposal to the Campaign for Hu.'Ilan Development, for assistance 
to the Gypsies, supported by the Archdiocese of Boston. 

The Newsletter of Romania is ~gain published and circulatedo 

Holiday dinners are again offered to the poor through contributions from 
Catholic Charities and Tene 1s own £undsc 
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1979 
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Tene is advised that European Gyµsy organizations plan to visit the 
United Nations to present the Gypsy cause and to make public the fact 
that Gypsies are the only people still officially baqned from immigration 
to the Unite~ States. 

Tene joins an international delegation to the United Natio~s, where Yul 
Brynner is appointed Honorary President to the World -Romani Union, 
Brynner's participation is editorialized in the New·York Times and 
Chicago Tribune, among other publications. A lasting friendship is 
struck between Tene and Brynner. 

Christian Science Monitor publishes a comprehensive article on Tene and 
Romania; ·Boston Herald ·&TTietican publishes lead article on Tene. 

Gypsy Lore Society· of North America- publishes notice. of Tene' s activities 
in its nationally circulated·Ne.wsle.tter. 

Tene h.eads delega.tion to the United Nations later j.n the year to seek 
c~l\sultgtiy~ status for the World Romani, Un;Lon as a non-governmental 
organization on.the. roster of.the Economic and Social Council. After 
a. w~ek- o:I; _d.e1iberaf:tons, • the Union is accepted to ECOSOC 's roster -
the t:trst time :tn history that Gypsi.es are acknowledged as· a people by 
an. ±nternati-onal organtzation. • 

Tene attends Second Romani Congress in Geneva and is appointed Pennanent 
Represent:ati,re of the World Ron:-ani. Union to the United Nations. 

Tene is the subject. of an award-winning doc.Ul'lent~ry produced by WCVB-TV's 
- Third World series. 

Romania cf Mass., Inc., is awarded a grant by the Agnes M. Lindsay Trust 
Fund; also~ by the Prudential Foundation, and the Polaroid Founuation. 

Stude.nts from Simmons College and Tufts University, as well as Welleslev 
College, volunteer to teach children and adults at Romania. Also, nurses 
and Catholic nuns volunteer assistance in the fields of medicine and education. 

Boston Herald American features article on Tene's trip to Geneva and his 
appointment as Permanent Representative to the United Nations. 

Tene. institutes legal prc,ce:·edings against Peter Maas and Dir.a de Laurentis 
Studios in protest _against their negative treatment of Gypsies in the 
derogatory film, "King of the Gypsies." 

Author Barbara Cartland lobbies for justice to Gypsies and founds a 
"Gypsy vi.llage. 11 

Tene appears on "Sunday Open House" - \..'CVB-TV. 
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Tene.. appears on 11Neighborhood News" - WCVB-TVo 

The Des Moines R~gis1=er publishes n story cf Romantao 

Tene moves Rnmania to a private dwelling in East Boston~ A disastrc,11s 
fire (reported as arson) destroy~ the Cent~r's docuwer.tution, edtc&tion~l 
and heaJ.th I.'laterials, as well as most of Tene's personal possess~ons. 

}forth Shore newspaper features article on Tene. in its Sunday ma6azine. 

Tene. appeaT~ on "Evening Magazine'' ~ wnz .... TV o 

Tene supports research for UNICEF's Year of the Child by commissioning 
a work on "Shavora: Gypsy Childreno" He meets witb officials of UNICEF 
in New York, and Rena Gropper, author of a definitive anthropological 
work on Gypsies in America~ The manuscript, authored by Leita K:i.ldi, 
is endorsed by UNICEFo 

Research is sponsored on the Gypsy Alternat~ve School in Seattle, 
W:1.shington, to explore means and met!lods of effective Gypsy education, 
Re.port: "l3 publi_s~w.<l by,LJNESCO's Iri.novattons in Gene:v,i, as well as by 

· the. Uniye.rsity cf CalifornL. iu L~s Angeles (Exrloratfons in Ethnic Studie_s ~) 

Re.se.a'l:'ch i~ cor.n-,lissinnec. on nThe Plight of the GyJ,Eies under the Third 
Reich,,, and a pa.per on the subject is presented to the :Cni:en::.atior,2.l 
Ccn:l;e:rence. on the Holocaust • ... nd Genoc.ide in Tel Aviv, by Kaldi, on 
behalf of Romania of Masso, Inco 

Ter.e ;i.s invited to the Third Romani Con8ress in GottingE.n, Ge.rnany. 
Burden v.-i.th family and financial responsibilities, he sends a represent-
a,tive in his steado The Rolllqn;t Union reaffirms its need of Tene and its 
apprcc:i.,at.ion of his work as its Permaner.t Representative to .:he Uilited NatL;;nf'. 

Tene -relocates Romani.a in Malden, Massachusetts. There he seeks educational 
,:1,nd health. assj:stance. f:r::om volunte;rs and attempts to replace 7ilaterial lost 
:i.'n the.· f'ir.e.. 

Th£ Ro~ania.of Mass. Newsletter is printed and circulated. 

Yanke~Hag~zine p1.!bl:!..shes a cover story on Tene and Romania. 

The lfartf nrd • Cnura.nt publishe; lead :::i.rticlc 0.1. Tene and Roro.::m'i.a? 

Te-ae ccntinttes efforts to re-estab::.ish the Center in Malden, t-::i 
::-eplac.e lost materials, .:;nlist yolunteers, and ra.ise fun.is to 
cover c0st$ of the Ce.nt""-r's 01)erations, printing af the ~:~wsletti~r, 
and care of the pooro 
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Tene attends first meeting of the Romani Holocaust Council in Los Angeles 
and is appointed to be President.of the Council. 

Tene is instrumental in organizing a subsequent meeting in Washington, D.C., 
with members of the Holocaust Memorial Council, to promote the nomination 
of at least ten Romani leaders to the Council; to .demand recognition of 
the Romani people; to institutionalize the suffering and losses of Gypsies 
in Europe under the Third Reich; to publicly proclaim the solidarity of 
American Roma with their European brothers. 

The Los Angeles Times and the Washington Post feature stories.on the above 
events. A special issue on the Gypsies is published by'The·Reporter, 
(Jewish Federation of Broome County). 

Boston Herald American publishes article on Tene's activities, and he 
is invited to appear on 11Pepople Are Talking" WBZ-TV. 

The.Newsletter of Romania features activities of the Romani Holocaust Council 
and is circulated to a vast network of Gypsies, as well as Jewish.leade~s, 
around the world-.. .-... ,. . .. _ .-. 

Tene seeks support of Jewish leaders and American politicians for nomination 
by Presidential Commission to the Holocaust Memor;tal Council. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the· Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release July 21, 1983 

The President today announced his intention to appoint the 
following individuals to be Members of the United States 
Holocaust Memorial Council for the remainder of terms expiring 
January 15, 1986: 

NORMAN BRAMAN would succeed Frank R. Lautenberg. Mr. Braman is 
President of a car dealership in Miami, Florida. He has served 
as Vice President of the Greater Miami Jewish Federation. He was 
a founder and serves on the Board of the Mount Sinai Medical 
Center. He graduated from Temple University (B.S., 1955). He is 
married, has two children and resides in Miami Beach, Florida. 
He was born AU19"ust 22, 1932 in West Chester, Pennsylvania. 

WILLIAM J. LOWENBERG would succeed Albert A. Spiegel. ·Mr. 
Lowenberg is a real estate developer in San Francisco, 
California. He is President-Elect of the Jewish Community 
Federation and is a board member of the Council of Jewish 
Federations. Mr. Lowenberg is a survivor of the Nazi Holocaust 
of World War II. He is married, has two children and resides in 
San Francisco, California. He was born August 14, 1926 in 
Ochtrup, Germany. 

### 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release November 9, 1982 

The President today announced his intention to appoint Seymour 
Siegel to be Executive Director of the United States Holocaust 
Memorial Council. This is a new position. 

He is currently serving as Professor of Ethics and Theology at The 
Jewish Theological Seminary in New York, New York. He has been 
Professor of Humanities and Medicine at The Medical College of 
Pennsylvania since 1980. He was Chairman of the Department of 
Philosophies of Judaism, The Jewish Theological Seminary, in 1960-
1980 ;. the Ralph Simon Professor of Ethics and Theology, The Jewish 
Theological Seminary, in 1970-19 80 ;. Senior Research Fellow, The 
Kennedy Institute of Bioethics, Georgetown University, in 1976-1977;· 
and Dean of the Herbert H. Lehman Institute of Ethics, The Jewish 
Theological Seminary, in 1960-1969. 

He graduated from The University of Chicago (B.A~, 1958), and The 
Jewish Theological Seminary (M.A.J Ph.D., 1968). • He resides in 
New York City. He was born September 12, 1927. 




