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March 19, 1984

Marshall Breger, Esqg.

Special Assistant to the President
The White House

Washington, D.C.

Dear Marshall:

As my letter (enclosed) to Secretary Clark reflects, Micah
and I paid a courtesy call on him last Friday. He was as genial
as he was knowledgeable about our activities. By October 1985,
under our statute, the Secretary of Interior must certify that we
are ready to build the museum and have the private funds in hand
or in sight to accomplish the project.

In the course of our discussion, the subject of the campaign
came up. We invited his personal advice concerning our number one
campaign organizational goal, to enlist the President as our
Honorary Chairman. We also asked him if he thought the President
would welcome the idea of our enlisting former President Carter as
the Honorary Co-chairman. He was wholeheartedly in favor of both
outcomes and urged us to contact you ("Mrs. Whittlesey's staff")
to get the decision made. He instructed us to use his name, and
said that he would lend a hand directly if you needed his help.

Needless to say, beyond lending his name and "good offices,"
the President's active role in our campaign would be as much or as
little as he desired. As we continue our search for two national
campaign co-chairmen to take the active leadership roles, we
certainly would hope we could indicate that the President would
thank them for so serving, either directly or by letter.

Please let Micah or me know what we can or should do to
advance this cause. I know that such matters require much time
and patience. On the other hand, our Chairman will be at the
White House on Thursday evening on the occasion of President
Mitterand's visit. Wouldn't it be wonderful if President Reagan
could tell Elie of his decision in person at that time?

Thanks for all your help.

Singerely,
[ S

A4

Sui 832, 2 1 set,
cc: M. Naftalin 274
H. Mogul



United States Holocaust Memorial Council

Office of the
Director

March 19, 1984

The Honorable William P. Clark
Secretary of the Interior
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr., Secretary:

Thank you so much for meeting with me and my deputy, Micah H. Naftalin,
last Friday afternoon. We welcomed the opportunity to bring you the greetings
of our Chairman and Vice Chairman, Elie Wiesel and Mark Talisman, and to
summarize the principal activities of the Council, i.e., the w—caoming Days of
Remembrance activities, the planning of the national Holocaust Memorial Museum,
and the capital fundraising drive: A Campaign to Remember.

May I reiterate how grateful we have been at the superb support and
assistance we have consistantly enjoyed fram the National Capital Region of the
Park Service under Jack Fish. What's more, I and cur Council leadership are
especially grateful for your advice as to the best way to approach the President
to lend his name as Honorary Chairman to our Congressionally-mandated, private,
fundraising campaign, which is now being organized, and to seek his wishes as to
the possibility of inviting former President Carter to serve as the campaign's
Honorary Co—chairmman. The President's honorary support will not only remind
philanthropists throughout the nation that this is a national project of this
Administration, but it will help us to encourage two praninent leaders —— one
Jewish and one non-Jewish — to serve as the active co—-chairmen of the campaign.
As you recanmmended, we will at once get in touch with Mr. Marshall Breger of
Mrs. Faith Whittlesey's staff to convey your suggestions.

Finally, on behalf of our Chaimman, Elie Wiesel, let me remind you that we
hope you will be able to join us for the Evening of Remembrance at the Concert
Hall of the Kennedy Center on April 29, and at the official commemorative
ceremony at the Rotunda of the Capitol at noon, April 30.

Wwith all best wishes, and appreciation, I am

Sincerely, N
j |
/ j
NIAAVAN P
Seymour iegel

\
Marshall Breger

Suite 832, 425 13th Street, NW Washington, DC 20004
202-724-0779



United States Holocaust Memorial Council

March 19, 1984

‘Office of the
Senior
Deputy Director

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHAI‘RMAN
m\a\/\
From: Micah H. ftalin

Subject: Courtesy call on Secretary Clark
/

Shortly after Judge Clark was confirmed as Secretary of
Interior, Seymour offered to pay him a visit and review for him
the Council's activities. 1In response to the Secretary's invitation,
Seymour met with him Friday afternoon; I accompanied him.

The Secretary was extremely genial and well briefed on our

various projects. He recalled the Liberators Conference, held

while he was under secretary of State, and asked (his first question)
how we were handling the Armenian/Turkish dispute. Seymour explained
how we were being responsive to the Armenians in a low-key way; and
inviting inputs from the Turks as well. He also noted that we were
holding ourselves open to recommendations of historical content from
others as well, e.g., Gypsies, - - Poles, Righteous Gentiles, etc.

Seymour then provided a complete but succinct summary of the -
three principal areas of activity of the Council: Days of Rembrance
Rotunda ceremony and Kennedy Center evening through the performing
arts (he invited Judge Clark to these); museum memorial planning;
and the fundraising campaign.

Near the conclusion of our brief meeting, Mr. Clark expressed
satisfaction with our progress and said, "Let me know if there is
anything we can do to help you." I took this opportunity to make
two points. First, I expressed how grateful we were for the help
already provided by Jack Fish and the Park Service, both with respect
to the routine administrative support through Steve Lynch, et. al.
(Clark interjected that he knew that we reimbursed them $185,000
this year) and John Parsons' people who would be advising us, and
later him, on questions of architecture and historical preservation.
Second, I reminded him that in the summer of 1985 he would be certi-
fying not only the museum plans but the fund raising effort as well.
He expressed full knowledge of our need to raise $100 million in
private funds.

I reminded him that last spring the Vice President had turned
over the symbolic key to you and that the President had endorsed
the funding of the museum campaign by those Americans who understand
the need to remember. I then said that we needed some political

Suite 832, 425 13th Street, NW Washington, DC 20004
202-724-0779



Page two

advice from him: As we search for two naticnal co-chairmen for

the campailgn, it was our highest hope {and expectation) that the
President would agree to ke our Honorary campaign chairman (since
the project was a part of his administration); but, alsoc, many of
our members shared the hope that President Carter might also be asked
to serve as Honorary Co-Chairman, for the obhvious reasons that it
would broaden the bi-partisan (or non-partisan}) base of the campaign
and would provide the desireable symmetry of the two Presidents most
involved in creating the Council. OCbviously, we noted, the guestion
of Carter's involvement was entirely at the cption of the President.
I asked his view of the best means of our approaching the President
on this matter.

He responded with enthusiasm. "Cf course he should and will
agree. I know how close to his heart this activity is.” "aAnd
he will want Mr. Carter to be Honcrary Co-chairman because, on
something like this, Mr. Reagan will be all-embracing." ©On such
issues, said the Secretary, partisanship doesn't enter in. "Only
a few weeks ago, I was quail hunting with President Carter in Georgia.™
He said we should go directly through Mrs. Whittlesey's office —--
Marshall Breger -- "and tell them that I recommend this apprcach., I
will talk to them myself, if necessary."

We left with the Secretary a complete information package,
including the new Days of Remembrance booklet, the campaign case,
the Washington Post's book on its coverage of last April's Days and
Gathering, and the NY¥Times Magazine with the cover story about you.
Seymour conveyed your personal greetings and appreciation.

A thank you and confirming note from Seymour to the Secretary,
sent today, 1sg attached.

cc: Mark Talisman
Miles Lerman
Sigmund Strochlitz
Harve Mogul
Seymour Siegel
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United States Holocaust Memorial Council

Office of the
Chairman

March 5, 1984

The Honorable Ronald Wilson Reagan
President of the United States
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I respectfully request that in your talks with
Chancellor Helmut Kohl you raise the issue of the delaying
tactics of those who are against passing a law in Germany
aimed at punishing those who publicly deny that the
Holocaust occurred. Such a law is warranted given the
special circumstances and uniqueness of the Nazi Holocaust. .
Your intervention could be decisive.

Thank you.

Respectfully,

6‘@%3;

Elie\Wiesel

Suite 832, 425 13th Street, NW Washington, DC 20004
' 202-724-0779



May 11, 1984

MEMORANDUM FOR THE HONORABLE WILLIAM P. CLARK
SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR

FROM: FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY

SUBJECT: Holocaust Memorial Council

I am enclosing a copy of the memorandum I sent regarding
the Holocaust Memorial Council. Ve

If you would 1like Marshall Breger and,I/fo come over
and discuss this with you, we will be happy to do so.

Attachment




April 19, 1984

The Honorable Marshall Breger

Special Assistant to the President
for Public Liaison

The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Marshall:
Thank you so much for your Tetter of April 16, 1984.

I accept your apology and hope to continue working with you
in the future to secure the goals of the United States Holocaust
Memorial Council.

There was never any doubt in my mind as to the commitment of
the President and Vice President to the Days of Remembrance. I
am delighted to be informed that the Vice President will be with
us on April 30th in the Rotunda to participate in our national
ceremony.

With all best wishes,

Very truly yours,
;

Sy
Sigmﬁ%d Strochlitz
Chairman

Days of Remembrance Committee
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THE WHITE HOUSE ‘1

WASHINGTON

May 9, 1984

TO: PAT SIMS

FROM: MARSHALL BREGER @

The enclosed memo is self explanatory.

Faith Whittlesey and Bea Oglesby are prepared to send follow up
memos on this as are a number of Senators. We felt, however,
that if Judge Clark were prepared to help he would be the
correct place for a memo to originate- because of his statutory
responsibilities

" Obviously Judge Clark ought not act suaponte - on this and if he

were so disposed I would arrange for him to receive a request
letter fram the Holocaust Memorial Council to which he could
respond. -
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United States Holocaust Memorial Council

Office of the
Chairman

January 31, 1985

The Honorable Ronald Reagan
President of the United States
The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I am sure you were as dismayed as I was to read the New York
Times account (1/23/85) of a "White House official" attributing_
to you the thought that "we should try to put it /the Holocaust/
behind us . . . ." This was by way of explaining your reluctance
to visit Dachau during your state visit to Germany in May.

I assume the "official" was misquoted as I know that this is
the opposite of your sentiment. Over the past four years, I have
heard you speak so often on the Holocaust, both in private and
public settings, that I know how profoundly sensitive you are to
the subject. Here, we are institutionalizing Remembrance through
the Annual Days of Remembrance National Civic Ceremony, in which
you have participated, and the planning of a "Tiving" United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum, in the hope that we can teach our
children to avoid such a tragedy ever happening again to any
people. Indeed, your Honorary Chairmanship of our "Campaign
to Remember" puts the lie to the Times account.

If indeed you should decide to visit Dachau, of course,
I and other members of the Council would welcome the privilege
of accompanying you.

Suite 832, 425 13th Street, NW Washington, DC 20004
202-724-0779
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United States Holocaust Memorial Coungil

Office of the
Chairman

January 31, 1985

The Honorable Ronald Reagan
President of the United States
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

y I am sure you were as dismayed as I was to read the New York
Times account (1/23/85) of a "White House official" attr1but1ng
to you the thought-that “"we should try to put it /the Holocaust/
behind us . . . ." This was by way of explaining your reluctance
to visit. Dachau during your state visit to Germany in May.

I assume the "official” was misquoted as I know that this is
the opposite of your sentiment. Over the past four years, I have
heard you speak so often on the Holocaust, both in private and
public settings, that I know how profoundly sensitive you are to
the subject. Here, we are institutionalizing Remembrance through
the Annual Days of Remembrance National Civic Ceremony, in which
you have participated, and the planning of a "1iving" United States
Holocaust Memorial-Museum, in the hope that we can teach our
children to avoid such a tragedy ever happening again to any
people. Indeed, your Honorary Chairmanship of our "Campaign
to Remember" puts the lie to the Times account.

If indeed you should decide to visit Dachau, of course,
I and other members of the Council would we]come the privilege
of accompanying you.

S1n

y’w \_P
E11e Wie e] \~52\>

Suite 832, 425 13th Street, NW Washington, DC 20004
202-724-0779
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Micah ®. Nafralin
Personal

Brandeis University, BA 1955
The George Washington University Law School, LLB, J.D. 1960 (Law Review)
Admitted to the Zars of Maryland andé the District of Columbia in 1960

Born: September 7, 1933
Married: 1959, to Beth Scherling Naftalin; three children, ages 20, 17, 14

rofessional

2}

1971-3/31/82 National Academy of Sciences - National Research Council

Executive Director, Committee on Public Engineering Pol:icy,
National Academv of Engineering
Ixecutive Director, Assembly of Engineering, National Research

)

1971-1974

1974-1980
Council

1980 - Special Assistant to the study chairman, and principal
author/drafter of "Improving Aircreftr Safety,” the report of
the Committee on FAA Alirworthiness Certification Procedures

1980-3/31/82—- Executive Director, Committee on Science, Engineering, and
Public Policy, NAS-NAZ-I10OM

1965-1971: Partner, Elliott and Naftalin, Attorneys at Law, Washington, DC,
and General Counsel, American Vocational Association

1964-1965: Assistant to the Secretary of Labor for Congressional Liaison, US
Department of Labor

1961-1964: US House of Representatives

1961-1962 - Legislative Assistant to Honorable Carl Elliott, M.C. (D-Ala),
the author of the National Defense Education Act and member of
the Rules Committee

1963-1964  ~ Chief Counsel and Depury Director, Select Committee on
Government Research, chaired by Representative Elliott

1960-1961: Staff attorney, US Bousing and Home Finance Agency (HHFA),
prececessor to DHUD

14
I}\HJU U-{LALLL. /fir( A’.{/Ifryt. 7 7‘/-,1. Mrwr

1855-1957: US Army 4 Lﬂ* /9‘07,
1h i /».'r{, et
Civic ééf
Member, Board of Directors, Washington International College, 1974-1979
Speech Writer for Vice President Hubert H. Humphrey (3 months, full rime),
1968 Presidential Campaign, and author, with Edward Wenk, Jr., of Kumphrey's

Science Policy White Paper
Mewmber, Oratorio Society oif Washington, and Member of its Board of Direcrors

Member, Phi Delta Phi lLegal Fraternity

i FT Pt ‘ e
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Cver the pact 21 wezre, brisf interiuvdec z2zide, T have worked for myrself,
2 & lawyer in e flelés of ecocnomic regulztion andé legislative counselling
(orimarily in the field of education), and for two of Washincton's most distin—
quisheC institutions — the Netional Academy of Sciences and the U. S. House of
Representatives cing proorqvwatlc content

. In terms Of cooortunities for influen
ant policy, I was fortunate to holé the highest and most intersestinc pesitions that
each institotion had to offer: chief counsel of an investicative oversight select
comnittes of the Congress concerned with the qualitv of the government's involve-
ment anc suoport of research and develcoment; executive directer, respectively,
cf the Academy's premier science policy committee and one of its Research Council's
eignt major program divisions, the Rssemblv of Engineer ing, a a1v151on Cgmgr151ng
some 30 boarcs and committees of volunteer experts, a full time staff of 70, and

a program and policy studv annuel budget that rose from $1% million to $5 million
under my management.

)}
[l hl
ﬂ

Some of my functions, corortunities and accomplishments during this pericd
incluage the following:

Pianning, budgeting and supervising the substantive activities of scientists,
ers, economists, investigators, writers ang editors in the conduct of public
arings, investications, analytical studies; and the preparation of hundreds of

public reports and accompanying briefings, press conferences and other mcdes of

consulting and advising at the highest levels of government and industry.

ezri

* 1 drafted the rationale and House Resolution creating the Select Committes
on Government Research, recruited the staff that, over the 15-month 1life of the
committee, reached 35 members, and supervised the substantive activities that led
to two public hearings and the publication of 11 committee and staff reports. 1
was the principal author of several of these reports, including the final report
of the committee, "National Goals and Policies.”

* 1 was the first director of the Assembly of Engineering. In addition to
building it up, as described above, I also instituted a model quality control systam
for the independent review and approval of all reports. (The Pcsembly published
approximately 50 book—-length reports of its studies each year.)

* In my last year at the Academy, former President Handler asked me.to help
reinvigorate the moribund and faltering, 20-year old Committee on Science and
Public Policy — a formerly active and prestigious commitiee of the Academy that
then had an uncertain $100,000 annual budcet and was struggling to do little more
than complete a long overdue study with no remzining staff. On April 1, 1382, I
left a vital, reorganized committee with three important studies underway, a
staff of 12 and an annual budget epproaching $1 million.

* Planner of dozens of major policy studies and manager and/or staff author
of many of them. E.g.: The Acadeny's (forhaps the nation's) most comcrehensive
study of U.S. energy dilemmas; a detzailed evaluation of the technical, health
effects and environmental implications of recuiring the automoblle indusiry to
meet 1983 exnaust emmissions standards for its fleset of diecel passenger cars — &
textbook example of a prooer cost-penefit—-risk analysis in 2id of decisionmaking;
an investigation, at the request of the Congress, into the safety of NASA's Gevelcp—
ment of the soace shuttle's main engine (the activity, which reached critical and
profound conclusions, later won NASR's Distinguicshed Service Zward for 1981); an
in—Gepth and thovghtful assessment of the FAA's technical and managerial capebility
for certificating the safety of design, production and inspection of iransport
aircraft; encineering aspects of the world food prcbiem; program priorities for
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* 1In all, the Academy's National Research Council is a $60 million/yr enter-
orise that undertakes, at the reguest primarily of the governmsnt, hundreds of
studies that result in public reports, utilizes the voluntser expert services of
aporovimately 8,000 distincuished scientisis and encineers who serve on its boards
and committees, and plans, oversees and supports the activity largely through a
staff of 1100, two-thirds of whom are directly involved in the substantive pbroaram.
(The program staff is supervised by one of the Executive -Directors of the respec—
tive orcanizational units.) During his last vear in office, President Handler
assignec to me. the responsibility for two sensitive, internal examinations into
the NRC's procedures. 1In the first instance, I staffed, with two professional
zcsistants, a task force of experts in the fields of risk analysis and decision—
making, to examine the exient to which considerations of risk entered into the
Geliberations of NRC reports and studies (50% of all studies, it turned out) and
to prescribe guidelines for the appropriate and credible analysis of risk (to health
or safety) 1in the future conduct of studies and in the preparation of reports. 1In

the second case, I undertook a personal investigation of the sLuay planning, buGgeting,

execution and report writing practices and procedures of all units of the Research
Council in an effort to determine the causes of its long and unacceptable record

of late and over—expended studv reports. In both cases, the President and Governing
Board published the reports, disseminated them tnroughout the institution, and
implemented most of the recommendztions.

* As General Counsel of a client, the 40,000-member American Vocational
hesociation, drafted and designed the legislative strategy leading to the
unanimous passage of the Vocational Education Amendments of 1968 — a major piece
of legislation that was not a part of the Administration's program and was funda—
mentally different in conception from the approach approved by the Senate sub-
committee. Successfully overcame similar obstaclies in behalf of the savings and
loan industry. And, member of the education/labor steering committee that organized
the unprecedented legislative victory to add $1 billion to the President's education
budget and then override his veto. Negotiated with the Federal Trade Commission, on
behalf of an accused major product marketing company, a groundbreaking consent
decree that became the model for the affected industry.

* Perhaps most gratifying of all, consistently worked on a collegial basis
with many of the foremost national and international leaders, e.g., vice presidents,
cabinet officers and senior government officials, chairmen and members and staff of
congressicnal committees, diplomatic attaches and counsellors, labor leaders, umi-—
versity presidents, Nobel Laureates and other 01Stlngu15hed scientists and acacemi-
cians, and the chief executive officers and R&D vice presidents of the nation's
technologyv-based i1ndustrial concanies.

In sum, I am a student and practitioner of science andé te bnolcgy'co11cy, 2
lawver, and an zdministrator. I am a manager of profscssional people and supporting
staff, principally as thev are engaged in the concduct of analytical studies and
investications and 1n the breparation and dissemination of the resulting reports. I
am an adviser and consultant to governments, universities and comoanies with resoect
to science and technologv policy, the marriage of science to cec 1C1onmak1ng and
program planning and evaluation. I am a legislative consuliznt. A planner and

molcer of creative organizations. -
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SNZVNOUR SIZCEL, 30850 Nroaduay, New York, NoY. (D27 Telephone: 212-729-8000
livme: 320 Riverside Drive, New Yorl, 3N.Y. 10025 212-.222-0100

IRSONAL DATA:

ora, September 12, 1927

ior othor data sce WHO'S WHO IN AMERICA

b ‘\.'

DGCATION:
sechelor of Arts, The University of Chicago (Religion/Psychology), 1958.

Ll' rn]

XMaster of lebrew Lirerature, The Jewish Theological Seminary ; 1951
Fabbi, The Jewish Theological Seminary of America, 1951
Doctor of Hebrew Literature, The Jewish Theological Seminary, 1958

1o ztudiad ar Oxferd University (All Souls College) , England 1958 B
;1959-60 :

2nd Hebrew University, Jerusalen

“MPLOYMENT DATA

3950-1980. Chairman, The Department of Philosophies of Judaism, The Jewish Theological

Szoinary

1970-1980. Ralph Simon Professor of Ethics and Theology, The Jewish Theological

Seainary

1980-present. Professor of Humnnltles and Medicine, - The Medical- College of Pennsylvanla

Pnllddalnﬁla Pa.

. l960~l969- Dean,. BHerbert H. Lehman Institute of Ethics, The Jewish Theological Semioary

L
)

1976— 77, Senior Research Fellow The Kennedy Instltute of Bloethlcs Georgetown . -

Un 1versi;y, Vashlngton, D. -C. . o o L ST

1973 L. AdJunCt Professor of Ethies,

1969 1975-' AdJunct PIoLessor of Jew1sh Studles The College of the Clty of L

. -, .- .
.at -

Carle;on Colleve Northfleld m1nn

1970-71. Visiting Pro;essor of Rellglon

\ - : . )
62-63-64-65. Visiting Professor of Rellglon Sehlnarlo rablnlco latlnoamerlcano

nos Aires, Argentina

O
-
e

1y f-l

SIOTESSTONAL HONORS AMD AGARDS - : CLoLin

roan, Committee on Jewish Law and Standaxds, 'The Rabbinical Assenbly, 197? 1980-_,
committee is the highest authority on matters of Jewish law in the cons;rvalee :

the largest branch of religious Jewry on this continent b
ethics, and theolovy," S

Ch
1nis’
=movement within Judaism,
As Chairnan, it was by duty to adjudicate matters of ritual,

for the conservative movement within Jewry. _ X ) ) . ol - ]

e,

10
Vo

o

h
» Vo
11.4\, [ EET N

Kational Commission_ for the Protection of Juman Subgects 1n-;

Tre T

Consultant on Ethics,
Eyperimentation , 1976. This involved giving experkt testimony on Juch guestlons
235 foetzl experimentztion, treatment of-the terminally ill, etc. . : ﬁj:?r:"-
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2 . . . andia,
o co1Jou, Conference on Science, Philesophy and T-livien, 1000 1o present

oner Fducition, 1900 to present

Zest-Doctoral Tellow, fociety fTor ¥Values in Y3
Senior Research Fellow, Kenncdy lnstitute of Gieethics, 1977 to prosent
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STATE oF NEw YORK

EXeEcuTive CHAMBER TWO WORLD TRADE CENTER

Mario M, Cuomo 57™ FLOOR
GOVERNOR NEW YORK, N.Y. 10047

April 19, 1985

The President
The White BHouse
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

As you know, New York State and New York City are
creating a new consolidated Holocaust Memorial Commission
which will result in the creation of a Holocaust Memorial
and Museum at Battery Park City in the shadow of the
Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island. Since I am deeply
committed to the creation of a living memorial for the
Holocaust, I believe it would be more expeditious to
focus my efforts here in New York.

Sometime ago, Speaker O'Neill asked me to become a
member of the Christopher Columbus Quincentennial
Commission. I have been informed that a person cannot be
a member of two Presidential Commissions, therefore, I
tender my resignation from the United States Holocaust
Memorlal Council.

It has been a privilege to serve with Elie Wiesel
and all of the dedicated members of the Council. I wish
the Council every success as they continue their important
work nationally to assure that the lessons of the Holocaust
are never forgotten as we will be doing here in New York.

Sincgrely,

Mario M. Cuomo
Governor
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THE WHITE HOUSE lM
WASHINGTON "

March 20, 1985

Dear Dr. Wiesel:

Thank you very much for your recent letter in which you asked about the
President including a stop at Dachau in the schedule for his May visit to the
Federal Republic of Germany.

At the outset, let me assure you that the President remains deeply committed to
full recognition of the horrors surrounding the Holocaust. As you stated in your
letter, he has demonstrated his continuing concern both by words and actions.

Concerning your specific question, we and the German Government fully

considered the possibility of a visit to Dachau in reviewing the President's - °
itinerary. However, due to the limited amount of time available for the bilateral
portion of the President's visit to the FRG, it did not prove possible to include a
visit to the Munich area. Although the President will be in the FRG for several

days, most of his time will be spent in Bonn for the Seven-Nation Economic

Summit and talks with President von Weizsaecker and Chancellor Kohl,

As you know, the President fully appreciates the special significance of events
related to the Holocaust during this year, when we will be marking the 40th
anniversary of the end of World War II. The German Government, and Chancellor
Kohl personally, share this understanding, as indicated by the Chancellor's
scheduled visit to the site of the former Bergen-Belsen concentration camp on
April 22, the 40th anniversary of its liberation by Allied forces. Our. Ambassador
to the Federal Republic, Arthur Burns, will join Chancellor Kohl -- as the
President's personal representative -- at the ceremonies at Bergen-Belsen. His
presence at Bergen-Belsen, particularly given Ambassador Burns' high personal
prestige, will emphasize the importance which the President, and all Americans,
attach to this event.

Again, we appreciate your interest in this important matter.

Sincerely,

Fd 1

FREDERICK J. RYAN, JR.
Director, Presidential
Appointments and Scheduling

Dr. Elie Wiesel, Chairman

U.S. Holocaust Memorial Council
Suite 832

425 13th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20004



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 29, 1984

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM HENKEL

FROM: MARSHALL BREGERG?)

Congresswoman Bobbie Fiedler has spoken to me a number of
times about the President lighting the "eternal flame" at
the site of the Holocaust Memorial Council Museum during
the Inaugural ceremonies. She believes that such an act
would be an important gesture to the Jewish community.

While I would not disagree, I am not certain it is appropriate
for the Inaugural process. Furthermore, it is unclear to me
as to whether the Museum will actually have an "eternal

flame" set up by January. Nonetheless, Congresswomen Fiedler
is very keen on this project, seeing it as her special contri-
bution to the Inaugural celebrations.

Please advise me on how best to handle this.

Thank you.



\¢JLR&£7:: Marshall Breger, Esq.

United States Holocaust Memorial Council .

Office of the

Senic_>r October 5, 1984
Deputy Director

Mr. John Tene

President

Romania of Mass., Inc.

1135 Salem Street

Malden, Massachusetts 02114

Dear Mr. Tene:

Thank you for your letter of September 10, concerning the general hope
the Gypsies will be considered for appointment to vacancies on the Council
and the specific request that I support your candidacy for such a position.

First and formost let me assure you again, as we did in our meeting of
July 20, of the Council's professional and statutory commitment to
portraying the full and terrible story of the Holocaust including, of
course, the tragic fate of the Gypsies. The enclosed letter of Professor
Seymour Siegel, that appeared in the Washington Post of July 30, 1984,
summarizes our commitment and sympathy.

With respect to your specific request, it would not be appropriate for
the Council or the staff to officially sponsor or advocate a particular
individual. The power and responsibility to appoint members to fill
vacancies rests exclusively with the President of the United States--not,
incidentally, a "Presidential Commission," as your letter suggests.

I note that you have sent identical letters to a number of members of
the Council, I am today forwarding your Tletter to them. Unless you hear

from one of them directly in the next few days, I hope you will accept this
response on their behalf.

I invite you to continue to feel free to forward documents and other
materials relevant to the fate of the Gypsies during the Holocaust.

With all best wishes, I am,

S1ncere1y,

M1cah H. Nafta11n

cc: Council members w/encl.

Suite 832, 425 13th Street, NW Washington, DC 20004
202-724-0779

or¢v
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Washington Post

- July 30, 1984

Gypszes and the Holocaust Museum: A Reply

Since thé issue has been m:ed

about the pamcxpatxon of the Gypsy .

community in the future U.S. Holo-
czust Memorial Museurn [“Lament of

the Gypsies,” Style, July, 21}, let, me
" surnmarize the matter: : i

1) While there has been substantial

© planning of the physical structure,con-.
* tent planning is just beginning for'a -
* museum that will open‘in early 1989, ~:

2) ‘We “are in deep sympathy and .

* feel compassion for the undoubted suf--*
. fering of the- vasnes during” Wor]d
¥ 1War1] . &

anw

3) Accordmg to our present plans .

for the museum,_the Gypsy tragedy’;
. will be included in the' accounts of the-:

.- Nazi tyranny. Readers should be made

aware that the Gypsxes referred to'in =
the’ amc]e had comne to Washmgton at

the council's invitation to discuss ways
and means of incliding” tnelr story in
the museum. . .

4) Despite the’ svmpathy felt by-
council members and stzff.for the
Gyp51es and their requests, the fact
remains that only the president of the

_United States may appoint the 55 pub-

lic members of the coundl, and the
first vacancy “is not expected until
1986. No one is*'refusing representa-:
tion on’'the Holocaust Coundl for
Gypsies.”. In fact, when vacancies be-!
" come _available, it. is my hope that.a
Gy'psy will be appointed to the council.-
The Gypsies make a most compelling
case as one of the pnnmpa] victims of
the Nazi genoc:dal mania.

-l 43Y SEYMOUR SIEGEL

T Biyecmr Us HolomustMemcrla.l Gouncl.l

' Washmgton

1 1"' Iafiamis

H



Romania of Mass., Inc. gZo)

GYPSIES UNITED .
1135 Salem Street® "Malden,”ﬁassachUSetts 02114

E
Telephone 617/426-4586 JOHN TENE,

President

September 10, 1984

Dr. Micah H, Naftalin

Senior Deputy Director

United States Holocaust Memorial Council
425 Thirteenth Street NW, Suite 832
Washington, D.C. 20004

Dear Dr. Naftalin,

As you may know, the recently forméd Romani Holocaust. Council met with key members

of the Holocaust Memorial Council in Washington, D.C., this past July, to discuss
involvement of Roma in the Council. As you will see from the enclosed presentation
of their case, the Roma are hopeful of obtaining at least ten seats on the Council
when they become available in 1986, said appointments to be made by. Presidential
Commission, We are writing to request your support of these app01ntments.

As you will see from the attached resume, I ‘have been Pre91dent of a Gypsy self-

help center-in Boston ~-- Romania of Mass., Inc., —-- for the past several years.

I have been dedicated to ameliorating the situation of my people, and to attaining
the goals of Romania's mandate., My activities in pursuilt of these aims are described
in the attached historical sketch. If you wish to see any of the documentation listed.
I would be happy to send you copies of any desired material. ’

After you have reviewed the enclosed information, I request that you, Sir, support
my petition for a Council appointment, as you deem appropriate. If you would be so
kind as to take the time to write to members of the Presidential Commission dlrectly,
I would be grateful, On the other hand, if it is more convenient for you, I would

appreciate receiving a letter of support and commendation for transmittal to the
persons concerned,

A seat on the Holocaust Memorial Council would enable me to pursue the goals of

our people, to make important contributions to the Roma here and abroad, to give

us a sense of dignity that we have long been denied. Our sense of universal solidarity
is evidenced by the formation of the Romani Holocaust Council,

The voice of the Gyp51es must be heard at the Holocaust Memorial Council, where it
will echo with those of all victims of prejudice and persecutlon, whose sufferlng
culminated in the long agony of the Holocaust. Our struggle is yours, and our
recognition will surely hasten the victory against future genocide in any form,
against any people,

(ot one

John Tene
President Non-Profit Organization

Te avel o Del tu sal! (May God be with youl)



THE CASE FOR AMERTCAN ROMANI REPRESENTATION ON THE U.S. HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL COUNCIL

The Holocaust was a crime of genocide - that is, an attempt to-
exterminate all members of a particular national or racial group
simply because they were members of that group. Not every war
crime or oppressive action is genocide, however unjust and horrible
it may be. ... History records actions which qualify as genocide
by the strictest definition. Hitler himself sought to annihilate
the Gypsies as well as the Jews. '
Yehuda Bauer, They Chose Life
(The American Jewish Committee, N.Y., 1973)

Hitler's Nazis targeted two ethnic groups for destruction in the Third Reich:
Gypsies and Jews. Though their consequent sufferings were similar, their fate since
has been far from equal, The Jewish experience of the Holocaust has become well knowm,
ﬁut few have heard about:the half-million Gypsy victims. Forx forty years, Gypsies
have remainéd unheard, uncompensated and virtually ignored,

When Hitler came to power in 1933 his Nazi administration inherited anti-Gypsy
laws that had been in force for centuries. The Munich-based Cen;ral 0ffice for
Fighting the Gypsy Nuisance had been established in 1899 éﬁd regulated treatment
of Gypsies under the Third Reich. The genetic criteria.for identification as a
Gypsy was stricter even that those applied to Jews. As early as 1933 Gypsy women
were sterilized' and special camps were built to contain German Gypsies-—- Dieselstrasssz,
Vennhausen and Dachau, to name a few. At Auschwitz-Birkenau, a Zigeﬁner— Lager was - -
created for Gypsies from all part; of Europe. After thousands had passed through that
camp and died in its gas chambers, it was finally liquidated in 1944, when more than
4,000 men, women and children were murdered. By that time, Gypsies were being massacred
in Bergen—Bélsen, Buchenwald, Chelmno, Maidenek, and shot outright by commando units
in the Ukraine, Soviet Russia and elsewhere,

‘After the war, German courts rejected compensation claims by Gypsies, and
few.received any indemnification. The Council of Europe drew attention to this

injustice in 1ts 1969 Report which appealed to German authorities to consider the

petitions of Gypsies for compensation and the right to lead their traditional life styles.



Simone Weil, President of the European Parliament in 1979 led a demonstration
at Bergen-Belsen, and the following year the Sinti Gypsies staged a hunger strike
at Dachau to draw attention to the claims for recognition of Gypsy Holocaust victims.
Simon Wiesenthal led a symposium on the fate of Gypsies at the World Romani Congress
in Gottingen, West Germany in 1981 and, subsequently, Chancellor Schmitt met with
Gypsy representatives and a statement was issued by the German Government admitting
that Gypsies had been the target of Nazi racial genocide. However, any compensation
for losses suffered or recognition of their status as German nationals has not yet
occurred,

When the United States Holocaust Memorial Couécil was established by an Act of
‘Coﬁgress,.the Romani ééﬁmunit?mévéf§;h;£e‘héped, at last, that they would be remembered.
But no Gypsies were invited to become members of the Holocaust Memorial Council.

Such an important omission is inconsistent with the expressed intent of Congress in
setting up and fﬁnding the Memorial Council. Understandably, resentment over the
 failure of the Memorial Council to include them as part'of the Congreséional mandate

has arisen among American Gypsies. While they welcome the Cpuncil's intentions, as
stated by the Honorable Elie Wiesel, to'include them in plans for‘the Holocaust Memorial
Museum, and in all €ouncil ceremonies.and commemorations, the real involvement and
contributions of Gypsies must be established forthwith.

First of all, in the matter of reseérch, Council members and Museum planners
should be aware that efforts have been made in the United States to collect documentation
on Gypsy concentration camp survivors in order to obtain indemnification for them from
the Wes£ German Government, Furthermore, several Romani organizations in Europe,
affiliated to the International Romani Union, which has consultative status as- a non-
governmental organization to the United Nations' ECOSOC, have been engaged in research
for years, reporting to the War Crimes Commiséion of the World Romani Congress, head-

quartered in Geneva, Such organizations. as the Verband Deutscher Sinti, the Rom und

Sinti Union in Germany, and the Romani Union of Serbia, among others, have been
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documenting the Gypsy Holocaust experience for years, and their material should be
sought by the Holocaust Membria; Council for inclusion in their archives aﬁd future
Museum,

Concerned about their-exclusion from the Holocaust Memorial Council, Gypsy
‘representatives frém six states met at the Simon Wiesenthal Center in Los Angeles
on June 25, 1984, to found the U,S. Romani Holocaust Council. The purpose of the
Council is to commemorate the death. of =  half-million Gypsies » and to
participate on a national level in the institutionalization of all Holocaust victims,
through representation on the Council,

This meeting was further reinforced by the meeting of Gypsies in Washington, D.C.
on July 19, 1984 with officials and members of the Memorial Council, to request their’
endorsement of Gypsy representation. Their basic goal isvto join with the Jewish,
as well as other communities, who suffered Fheﬂbfunt of Nazi attgmpts at genocide,
to look to the future as friends and allies, to make the ﬁuseum project and the
campaign against future genocide a reality. It isvhope& that this just request for
representation is honored. If not, the Romﬁni Holocaust Council is prepared to take
legal steps to insist on enforcement of the Holocaust Memorial Counci}'s mandate, and
would call for international protest action in all parts of Europe, focusing its S
activities at the Fourth World Romani Congress in Italy in 1985, whére hundreds of
Roma from all over the world will gather in universal purpose. It is hoped that the
forthcoming Congress will have cause for celebration, instead of lamentation, of its
implicit ihélusion in the Holocaust Memorial Council,

There is a Gypsy proverb: "Every fire leaves behind some live coal
in the ashes," The danger is that the live coal in the ashes of a
funeral pyre can set it ablaze againj; and the continuing persecution
of the Gypsies is such a live coal after the conflagration of the
Holocaust. All decent people must therefore strive to extinguish
the glowing fire and enable the Gypsies to live among the rest of
us as equal citizens.

Simon Wiesenthal, address to the

Third World Romani Congress,
Gottingen, Germany, 1981.



Romania of Mass., Inc.

GYPSIES UNITED .
- ~.1135 Salem Street® =Malden,~ﬁassachﬁsetts 02114

JOHN TENE,
Telephone.617/426-4586

President

Resume of Activities

1975 Archbishop Humberto Cardinal Medeiros invites John Tene to become a
: ' member of the Commission on Human Rights Task Force on Minority Affairs,

to report on problems of Gypsies, in order to take effective action for
social justice.

Tene submits reports on the situation of Gypsies, and is congratulated
by Archbishep Medieors, who offers Tene facilities at Holy Redeemer.Church
for the establishment of a Gypsy self-help center, Romania of Mass., Inc.

‘Boston Sunday Globe features cover story on Tene ‘and Romania of Mass., Inc.,
and Tene assists in the Boston Globe Community Affairs Department suxrvey of
the situation of Gypsies In the Boston community.

.

Tene is invited to participate in activities of the Comite Internationadle
‘Rom, a European Gypsy organization headquartered in Paris.

1976 Romania of Mass,, Inc., is officially incorporated. Its mandate:

To eliminate prejudice and discrimination s
against Gypsy people by educating the public
about Gypsy history, customs and cultural
heritage, to provide basic reading and other
educational and vocational skills to Gypsy
people, to educate Gypsy people about their
rights and responsibilities as citizens and
the availability of educational, nutritional,
health and other related services in their
communities, and such other educational and
charitable purposes . . .

- - Non-Profit Organization



1976 Tene organizes a Gypsy March and Rally to focus attention on the needs
(cont’d.) of the Boston Gypsy population.

Tene appears on ''Sunday Open House' - WCVB-TV; "Neighborhood News" - WCVB=TV;
"The Tom Larson Show" - WSBK~TV.

WGBIH~TV (National Public Television Station in Boston) produces a documentary
film on Tene and Romania of Mass., Inc.

Worcester State College petitions Senator Edward Kennedy to investigate
the status of Gypsiles In the United States and in particular, requests
assistance for Romania of Mass., Inc.

Anne Sutherland, author of a definitive soclological work on Gypsies in
America, lends her support to Romanta of Mass., Inc.

Internatcionally acclaimed Belgian author, Jan Yoors, wvisits Romania of
Mass,, Inc., in support of Tene's work,

The first two volumes of the Newsletter of Romania are circulated to
- Gypsieg, friends and interested persons or organizations in the United
States and abroad,

Tene designs the first official flag of Romania and it is registered with
the Office of the Secretary of State.

Holiday food for Thanksgiving and Christmas is provided for poor Gypsies
at Romania, funded by the Catholic Charltles and private donations from
Tene's Ldmily and others,

1977 Catholic Charities donates quarters to Romania in its downtown .office
building in Boston,

WGBH-TV runs a public service announcement on Romania regularly, for -
seyeral months,

- - SR T -

Tena appeatrs on "Peoplescope," - WNAC~TV; "The Tom’ Larsan Show" - WSBK?TV.

Tene submits proposal to the Campaign for Human Development, for assistance
to the Gypsies, supported by the Archdiocese of Boston.

The Newsletter of Romania is ggain published and circulated.

Holiday  dinners are again offered to the poor through contributions from
Catholic Charities and Tene's own funds,



1978

1979

Tene is advised that European Gypsy organizations plan to visit the
United Nations to present the Gypsy cause and to make public the fact

that Gypsies are the only people still officlally bagned from immigration
to the United States,

Tene joins an international delegation to the United Nations, where Yul
Brynmer is appointed Honorary President to the World Romani Union,
Brynner's participation is editorialized in the Néw York Times and

‘Chicago Tribune, among other publications. A lasting friendship is

struck between Tene and Brynner.

Christian Sclence Monitor publishes a comprehensive article on Tene and

Romaniaj Boston Herald Américan publishes lead article on Tene.

Gypsy Lore Society of North America- publishes notice of Tene's activities
in its nationally circulated Newslétter, '

Tene heads delegation to the United Nations later in the year to seek
censultative status for the World Romani Union as a non-governmental
organization en.the roster of the Economic and Secial Councitl, After
a week. of ‘deliberations, the Unfon is accepted to EGOSOC's roster -—
the first time in history that Gypsies are acknowledged as a people by
an International organtzation, .

Tene attends Second Romani Congress in Geneva and is appointed Permanent
Representative of the World Romani.Union to the United Natioms.

Tene 1s the subject of an award—winning dochmentafy produced by WCVB-TV's

Third Werld series.

Romania c¢f Mass., Inc., is awarded a grant by the Apgnes M. Lindsay Trust
Fund; also, by the Prudential Foundation, and the Polaroid Foundation.

Students from Simmons College and Tufts University, as well as Welleslevy
College, volunteer to teach children and adults at Romania. Also, nurses

and Catholic nuns volunteer assistance in the fields of medicine and education.

RBoston Herald American features article on Tene's trip to Geneva and his

appointment as Permanent Representative to the United Nations.

Tene institutes legal prcceedings against Peter Maas and Diro de Laurentis
Studios in protest against their negative treatment of Gypsies in the
derogatory film, "King of the Gypsies."

Author Barbara Cartland lobbies for justice to Gypsies and founds a
"Gypsy village,"

Tene appears on '"'Sunday Open House" -~ WCVB-TV,
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1981

1982

1983

Tene appears on ''Neighborhood News'" - WCVB-TV,

The Des Moines Register publishes a story of Romania.

Tene moves Romania to a private dwelling in East Boston. A disastrous
fire (reported as arson) destroye the Center's docuisentution, educational
and health materials, as well as most of Tene's personal possessions.

North Shore newspaper features article on Tene in its Sunday magazine,

Tene appears on "Evening Magazine" -~ WBZ~TV. .

Tene supports research for UNICEF's Year of the Child by conmissioning
a work on "Shavora: Gypsy Children.," He meets with officials of UNICEF
in New York, and Rena Gropper, author of a definitive anthropological
work on Gypsies in America. The manuscript, authored by Leita Kaldi,
is endorsed by UNICEF,

Research 1s sponsored on the Gypsy Alternative School in Seattle,
Washington, to explore ineans and methods of effective Gypsy education,

'y

Report is published by :UNESCO's Innovations iam Geneva, as well as by

-the Untyersity cf Californi.. iu Les Angeles (Explorations in Ethnic Studies.)

Reseaxch is cormissiored on "The Plight of the Gypsies under the Third
Reich,'" and a paper on the subject is prasented to the Interrational
Conference on the Holocaust .nd Genocide in Tel Aviv, by Kaldi, cn
behalf of Romania of Mass., Inc. _ . ‘

Tene is invited to the Third Romani Congress in Gottingen, Germany.

Burden with family and financial responsibilities, he sends a represent-
atlve in his stead. The Romagni Union reaffirms its need of Tene and its
appreciation of his work as its Permanent Representative to the United Natiune.

Tene velocates Romania in Malden, Massachusetts, There he seeks educatiomnsl
and health assistance from volunteers and attempts to replace material lost
In the fire.

The Romania.of Mass. Newsletter is printed and circulated,

Yankee Magazine publishes a cover story on Tene and Romania.

ey

The Bartford Courant publishes lezad 2rticle on Tepe and Fomania.

Tene ccntinues efforts to re—estabiish the Center in Malden, to
replace lost materials, enlist volunteers, and raise funds to
cover costs of the Cemtar's operations, printing of the Newsletter,
and care of the poor.



1984

Tene attends first meeting of the Romani Holocaust Council in Los Angeles
and is appointed to be President of the Council.

Tene is instrumental in organizing a subsequent meeting in Washington, D.C.,
with members of the Holocaust Memorial Council, to promote the nomination
of at least ten Romani leaders to the Council; to .demand recognition of

the Romani people; to institutionalize the suffering and losses of Gypsies
in Europe under the Third Reichj; to publicly proclaim the solidarity of
American Roma with their European brothers.

The Los Angeles Times and the Washington Post feature stories.on the above

events. A special issue on the Gypsies is published by The Reporter,
(Jewish Federation of Broome County).

Boston Herald American publishes article on Tene's activities, and he

is invited to appear on "Pepople Are Talking' ~- WBZ-TV,

The Newsletter of Romania features activities of the Romani Holocaust Council
and is circulated to a vast network of Gypsies, as well as Jewish leaders,
around the world. S

Tene seeks support of Jewish leaders and American politictans for nomination
by Presidential Commission to the Holocaust Memorial Council,



THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release July 21, 1983

The President today announced his intention to appoint the
following individuals to be Members of the United States
Holocaust Memorial Council for the remainder of terms expiring
January 15, 1986:

NORMAN BRAMAN would succeed Frank R. Lautenberg. Mr. Braman is
President of a car dealership in Miami, Florida. He has served
as Vice President of the Greater Miami Jewish Federation. He was
a founder and serves on the Board of the Mount Sinai Medical
Center. He graduated from Temple University (B.S., 1955). He is
married, has two children and resides in Miami Beach, Florida.

He was born August 22, 1932 in West Chester, Pennsylvania.

WILLIAM J. LOWENBERG would succeed Albert A. Spiegel. Mr.
Lowenberg is a real estate developer in San Francisco,
California. He is President-Elect of the Jewish Community
Federation and is a board member of the Council of Jewish
Federations. Mr. Lowenberg is a survivor of the Nazi Holocaust
of World War II. He is married, has two children and resides in

San Francisco, California. He was born August 14, 1926 in
Ochtrup, Germany.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release . November 9, 1982

The President today announced his intention to appoint Seymour
Siegel to be Executive Director of the United States Holocaust
Memorial Council. This is a new position.

He is currently serving as Professor of Ethics and Theology at The
Jewish Theological Seminary in New York, New York. He has been
Professor of Humanities and Medicine at The Medical College of
Pennsylvania since 1980. He was Chairman of the Department of
Philosophies of Judaism, The Jewish Theological Seminary, in 1960-
1980; the Ralph Simon Professor of Ethics and Theology, The Jewish
Theological Seminary, in 1970-1980; Senior Research Fellow, The
Kennedy Institute of Bioethics, Georgetown University, in 1976-1977;°
and Dean of the Herbert H. Lehman Institute of Ethics, The Jewish
Theological Seminary, in 1960-1969.

He graduated from The University of Chicago (B.A., 1958), and The
Jewish Theological Seminary (M.A.; Ph.D., 1968). He resides in
New York City. He was born September 12, 1927.
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