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YESHIVA UNIVERSITY

500 WEST 185TH STREET
NEW YORK. N. Y. 10033

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

December 12, 1983

The Honorable Ronald Reagan
President

The White House

Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

Yeshiva University, the oldest and largest university
under Jewish auspices, would be proud to bestow upon
you an honorary doctorate and to have you deliver the
Commencement address at its Commencement Exercises in
New York City on Monday morning, June 4, 1984. Your
statesmanship, leadership, courage, and wisdom have
been a source of Inspiration to all Americans and have
added glory to the presidency. On behalf of the Jewish
community and our fellow Americans, we would consider.
it an honor to publicly record our sentiments at the
Exercises which are attended by some 5,000 graduates
and guests.

Yeshiva has conferred honorary degrees upon such
spiritual giants as Professor Albert Einstein and
Justice Benjamin WN. Cardozo, after whom our medical and
law schools are named, as well as upon many world

leaders. It will be a privilege for us tou add your
distinguished name to our honorary alumni.

We would be honored by a positive response.

With all best wighes,

/ NORMAN LAMM
President

NL:gc



PAI{K rl\()w El{ REALTY CORP,

George Klein
President

December 20, 1983

The Hon. Michael K. Deaver
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500 .
/ / ' .
Dear Mri/peaVer: SR

It was good to see you again last Monday, December 12th in

New York. at the small reception with the President for New York
Republicans.

The President of Yeshiva University, Dr. Norman Lamm, had
asked me to deliver to President Reagan that day, the enclosed in-
vitation. Yeshiva University would like to confer an honorary de-
gree on the President but the invitation arrived too late for me
to give to you so I'm taking this opportunity to enclose it herein.

This could be a wonderful opportunity for the President
during the campaign period. This university is the largest and
most important school under Jewish auspices in the United States.
There are usually in excess of 5,000 people at the commencement
exercises since the university 1ncorporates joint graduation ex-

ercises with their A}be¥i,F1nqu1n—Med&eaLacalLegeT—Gafdeﬁﬁ-Law p“b‘
~ehaol and their many other divisions.

Hoping to see you again in the near future and, of course,
an early response would be helpful to them. With my kindest best
wishes,

Sincerely,

o

-

—

enc.

P.S. I'm enclosing a copy of a recent brochure on the Unlver31ty
which might be of interest.

(1 /;> N e S
/M,\/Z ,,JS / /&7 a

499 Park Avenue New York, NY 10022 212/355-7570



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 3, 1984

Dear Dr. Lamm:

Thank you for your letter of January 19. Your
remarks regarding my speech in New York are en-
couraging and much-appreciated.

I regret the decision on the invitation to the
President but know you must realize the problem
with conflicting scheduling pressures. He will be
out of the country at that time as you no doubt
have heard.

I hope you will keep in touch with Marshall Breger
on matters of mutual concern. Please know that we
value your advice and the contribution you are

making to the richness and diversity of our society.

-“Sincerely,
Jorix
Faith Ryan Whittlesey

Assistant to the President
for Public Liaison

Dr. Norman Lamm
President

Yeshiva University

500 West 185th Street
New York, New York 10033

b 74



/ YESHIVA UNIVERSITY

500 WEST 185TH STREET
NEW YORK, N. Y. 10033

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

January 19, 1984

Amb. Faith Whittlesey,

Asst. to the President for
Public Liaison

White House

Washington, D.C.

Dear Ambassador Whittlesey:

It was a pleasure meeting you at the breakfast of the

L ~r _ __ - - - S L=

friends!

I thank you again for confirming your interest in
seeing to it that our invitation to President Reagan
will get a fair and receptive hearing. I know that
your support will be most meaningful.

It was a pleasure meeting you.

Cordially yours,

NL:gc
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500 WEST 18517H S8TREET
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OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT W
August 20, 1984

Dr. Marshall J. Breger

Special Assistant to the President
for Public Liaison

The White House

Washington, DC 20500

Dear Marshall:

I enjoyed meeting you and your wife at last winter's Yeshiva
University Heritage Dinner in Washington, and still remember your
display of wit!

Permit me to bring a significant matter to your attention. 1In
1986, Yeshiva Univergity will celebrate its 100th anniversary.

It has been the feeling of our Centennial Commission that the most
appropriate way to recognize the University's achievements and
contributions would be to propose the issuance of a U.S.
commemorative stamp honoring our first president, Dr. Bernard
Revel, in 1986, for the "Great American" series.

Our proposal for the Dr. Revel commemorative stamp was submitted
to the United States Citizens' Stamp Advisory Comittee. I
recently received word that although it was not adopted at the
July meeting, the proposal has been placed on the Committee's
agenda for serious consideration at their next meeting in early
September. In addition, I was very pleased to learn that
Senators D'Amato and Moynihan, Governor Cuomo, and Mayor Koch, as
well as several Republican and Democratic congressmen, have
communicated their support for issuance of this stamp to
Postmaster General William Bolger and Mr. Donald McDowell of the
US Postal Service.

Now that we know a final decision on adoption of our proposal
will be made in the first part of September, 1984, it would be of
great assistance if President Reagan would recommend approval of
this proposal to Postmaster General William Bolger prior to the
meeting.

It was Dr. Bernard Revel's singular role as a leader and teacher
that became a beacon of hope and inspiration to a generation of
Jewish immigrants who came to our shores during the period of
America's mass immigration from Eastern Europe. The thousands of
physicians, rabbis, scientists, lawyers, and social workers,



testify to his vision and determination. In honoring Dr. Revel,
the Postal Service would be awarding symbolic recognition to the
contributions of a major ethnic group to the enrichment of
America's society, who have rendered and will continue to perform
yeoman service to our beloved nation.

I would be most grateful for your attention to this request.

Please give my warmest regards to your wife.

NORMAN LAMM
President

NL:is




BENJAMIN N. CARDOZO SCHOOL OF LAW
YESHIVA UNIVERSITY

55 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY 10003

OFFICE OF THE DEAN ¢,1 (/V

PHONE: (212) 790-0310

September 24, 1984

Dr. Marshall Breger

Special Ass't to the President 4 KZZS_(
for Public Liaison

0l1d Executive Office Bldg., Rm. 197

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Marshall:

I am writing to ask that we secure Robert
McFarlane to speak October 25 at a dinner at
the Pierre honoring Leon Charney. He will be
receiving the Benjamin N. Cardozo Peace Prize
for his contribution to the Camp David accords.

As I mentioned, there will be approximately
300 people in attendamce. I am enclosing a list
of the dinner committee.

Charney's role is described by him in the
enclosed copy of his book, which has just come
out. I think it would be helpful to underscore
the President's commitment to the peace process
by having a high ranking person speak i
occasion.

Enclosures (2)

MEP/m1
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YESHIVA UNIVERSITY .

500 WEST 1857H STREET

/ NEW YORK, N. Y. 10033

SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT

19 November 1984

Honorable Marshall Breger
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Marshall,

I wrote to you on October 8 asking your
help in Yeshiva University's request for the
issuance of a stamp in commemoration of our
Centennial in 1986.

I am pleased to let you know that Post-
master General Bolger has informed us that
a postage stamp in honor of Yeshiva's first
president, Dr. Bernard Revel, will be issued
in the Great American Series, in tribute to
the University and its 100th Anniversary.

I want to thank you for the effort you
undertook on our behalf, and assure you that
we are most grateful.

With warmest regards and personal best
wishes,

Sincerely,
A 1

-

A

Dr. Israel Miller
Senior Vice President



YESHIVA UNIVERSITY

500 WEST 185711 STREET
NEW YORKX, N, Y. 10033

SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT

24 June 1986

The Honorable Donald T. Regan
Chief of Staff to the President
The White House

Washington, D.C.

Dear friend Don Regan,

T acknowledge  with understanding, but with
regret, the letter from Fred Ryan of June 17
informing us that it is impossible for you to
schedule the President so far in advance. We are
moving ahead with our plans for the Centennial
Convocation on December 14.

I am leaving tomorrow for two weeks abroad,
but I would appreciaté the opportunity of speaking
with you upon my return about the possibility of
Yeshiva University's honoring the President at a-
brief White House Ceremony at a mutually convenient
time. ’

My assistant will contact your office, and I
trust you will be able to find a few minutes for
me. It has been a pleasure to get to know you and
to chat with vyou.

With all best wishes,
Sincerely, .

o M

Dr. Israéld Miller
Senior Vice President



YESHIVA UNIVERSITY

500 WEST 185TH STREET
© NEW YORK, N. Y.10033

SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT

17 July 1986

The Honorable Max Green
Associate Director
Office of Public Liaison
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear friend Max:

Yeshiva University, the oldest and largest university
under Jewish auspices in the Western Hemisphere, is observ-
ing its Centennial year. As you know, we invited President
Reagan to accept an honorary degree from the University at
its Centennial Convocation in New York on December 14. Don
Regan was most sympathetic to our request, but scheduling
uncertainties made it impossible to project the President's
calendar so far in advance.

My request now is for a small group of University people
to come to the White House on a date close to our Convocation,
to present the Honorary Doctorate to the President and to
spend 15 minutes or so with him. We prefer the week prior to
our December 14 event so that we can bring a message from the
President to the assemblage, but we would arrange to come at
the President's convenience, either before or after our Con-
vocation. We hope that we will receive a positive response
even if the date is not fixed.

Yeshiva has honored with doctorates Vice President Bush
and Secretary of State Shultz, as well as such spiritual giants
as Professor Albert Einstein and Justice Benjamin N. Cardozo,
after whom our medical and law schools are named. An academic
event in the White House would be unique for us, for we have
never presented an honorary degree other than at an academic
convocation. As I said to Don Regan, the Jewish Community
would be privileged to add the President's name to our honorary
alumni, and honor him as he honors us.

With all best wishes,
Sinc?rely, ~

é%kﬂbe{}kdk’\
Dr. Israel Miller

Senidr Vice)President
T d



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

o

August 11, 1986 N

MEMORANDUM FOR PAT BUCHANAN

FROM: MAX GREEN, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF PUBLIC LIAISON

SUBJECT: Souith Africa Policy

-

I thought you might be interested in the attached letters. Both
are quite distinguished rabbis: Rabinowitz recently retired from
Adas Israel, D.C.'s .largest Conservative Congregation; Miller is
Past President.of the Conference of Presidents of Major Jewish
Organizations and a member of the Jewish delegation that I led to
South Africa in March.

L 4
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

"August 13, 1986

J(MEMORANDUM FOR MARI MASENG

FROM: ~ MAX GREEN B e

Rabbi Miller has already talked to Don Regan about this. I see
only pluses; no minuses. It won't even take much time.

Should Miller do anything - e.g. call Don Regan's office?




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

SCHEDULE PROFOSAL ’ August 11, 1986
TO: . FRED RYAN, DIRECTOR OF PRESIDENTIAL

s APPOINTMENTS AND SCHEDULING

FROM: : ' MAX GREEN, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR, OFFICE

P . OF PUBLIC LIAISON

REQUEST: For the President to accept an honorary
g degree from Yeshiva University.

PURPOSE: _ - To demonstrate the President's
: i commitment to religious values and
= religious pluralism.

BACKGROUND: Yeshiva University, our oldest and
largest Jewish University, is observing
its Centennial year. It is also worth
noting that Yeshiva University is the
preeminent institution representative of
the Orthodox Jewish movement, which has
been very supportive of the
Administration's domestic and foreign
policy initiatives,

Yeshiva University has previously
granted honorary doctorates to Vice
President Bush and Secretary of State
Schultz. It had hoped that the President
could receive a doctorate at its Winter
Convocation in New York City but that
proved impossible to arrange. Its
current request is for a small group of
University leaders to come to the White
House on a date close to the Convocation
and to present the President with an
honorary degree.

PREVIOUS PARTICIPATION: None

LOCATION: Ooval Office
" DATE: Preferably the week of December 14, 1986

DURATION: 15 minutes -~ 5 for the formalities, 10. .- -
. for discussion. ‘ Lo

PARTICIPANTS: Key lay and professional leaders of
Yeshiva University.

e

o



OUTLINE OF EVENTS:

REMARKS REQUIRED:
MEDIA COVERAGE:
RECOMMENDED BY:

PROJECT. OFFICER:

The group presents the doctorate to the
President. There is then an informal
discussion on issues of concern to the
~Jewish Community.

Talking points.

Open press for the presentation only.
Mari Maseng

Max Green X6270-






MORDECAI-MANUEL NOAH

srdecai-Manuel Noah (1785-

.851) has been called the most
influential American Jew of the early
19th century. He was the son of a
German immigrant, Manuel Noah,
who had served in the Pennsylvania
Militia during the Revolutionary War,
and Zipporah Phillips, one of 21
children of Jonas and Rebecca Phillips,
leading members of Philadelphia’s
Jewish community. Jonas Phillips was a
wealthy merchant and an observant
Jew who served as president of
Congregation Mikveh Israel in
Philadelphia. He was also an
outspoken defender of human rights:
when he was denied public office by
Pennsylvania law because he would not
swear on the New Testament, he
petitioned the Constitutional
Convention, which upheld the cause of
religious freedom.

As a German immigrant, Phillips
was a Ashkenazic Jew who married
into a Sephardic family. His wife was
the daughter of Rev. David Mendes
Machado, who had once been minister
of Congregation Shearith Israel in
New York.

Through his mother’s family,
Mordecai Noah was related to some of
the most distinguished American
Jewish families of the time. These
connections proved extremely useful
early in his career.

In early American Jewish society, the
Sephardim, Jews of Spanish and
Portuguese descent, were considered
the aristocrats, while German
immigrants were looked down upon.
Consequently, many Ashkenazic Jews
married into Sephardic families and
adopted Sephardic traditions.

The young Noah was raised by his
grandparents, who apprenticed him to
a wood carver and gilder. Although he
never learned to carve, Noah travelled
for his employer and became familiar
with upstate New York and Canada, an
experience that later helped him in his
political quest. Since both his
grandfather Jonas and his uncle
Naphtali Phillips were politically
active, Noah decided to follow suit. He
joined the Democratic Republicans
(then a single party), which encouraged
Jewish participation, and campaigned
vigorously in the gubernatorial race.
When his candidate won, Noah was
rewarded by being elected as Major in
the Pennsylvania Militia, a title he bore
for the rest of his life.

But Noah'’s energy was not confined
to politics. He became a journalist, a
drama critic, and a playwright. In each
he demonstrated a measure of success,
although, to his lifelong dismay, he
never achieved financial security. His
provocative newspaper articles brought
him to the attention of the public; his
drama columns defended the fledgling
American theatre in the face of Puritan
opposition, and his plays, while not
immortal masterpieces, brought him
popular acclaim. By the time he
reached his mid-twenties, he was
already a well-known public figure.

In 1813, President James Madison
appointed him Consul to Tunis, where
he served for two years before being
recalled by the State Department,






THOMAS JEFFERSON

omas Jefferson (1743-1826),

he third President of the United
States, is considered “‘one of the great
liberals of modern times.” Twice
elected President, he was distinguished
for his conciliatory policies, his disdain
for pomp and ceremony, and his
abiding faith in the ability of the
American public to govern themselves
in a just and honest manner. One of
his greatest accomplishments was the
Louisiana Purchase, which changed the
destiny of America. Consistent with
his dislike of formality and honor,
Jefferson shied away from public
speaking, and even refrained from
delivering a formal address opening
Congress, resorting instead to a written
message delivered by hand.

Jefferson’s innate simplicity,
intellectual integrity, and
compassionate nature can be glimpsed
from his letter to Mordecai-Manuel
Noah, written after he received and
read the Discourse. In it, Jefferson
denounces anti-Semitism and affirms
education as the means by which
religious prejudice will be eliminated.

In the same spirit in which George
Washington 28 years before had
affirmed the principle of religious
freedom in his famous letter to the
Hebrew Congregation in Newport,
Thomas Jefferson, writing to an
individual citizen, reaffirms the
democratic ideals that shaped America
in its infancy and molded it into the
greatest democratic republic on earth.

Jefferson spent his last years
establishing the University of Virginia.
He was not only the school’s architect,
planning and directing its construction,
but he shaped its policies, making it
“the most liberal institution of learning
in the world” at that time.






Excerpts from the “Discourse” by Mordecai-Manuel Noah

“After eighteen centuries of oppression, of sufferings, and of
unwearied persecution—after having been driven from the land of our
fathers, and scattered to the most remote parts of the globe, it has
pleased Almighty God, whose unity and omnipotence we have never
ceased to acknowledge and defend, to direct a portion of his chosen
people to this land of toleration and liberal principles, where, in peace
and tranquility, contending with no obstacles, and enjoying the blessings
of light and liberty, we have been permitted to erect this place of worship
to his honour and holy name, which we now dedicate to his service—
and invoke his protection and blessing on the children of his choice. . . .”

“Bigotry and superstition, that bane to humanity, united with a
commercial jealousy, always the real cause of intolerance, continued
to be exercised, and its effects felt by the Jews, until a dawn of philosophy
enlightened the world, and a ray of hope broke in upon them. Education
was the light that beamed upon the mind, and showed the path of
horror which man had pursued in the name of religion. Persecution
then softened, not wholly ceased; transitions from extremes of hate
to support and protection, could not be expected: the Jews suffered
indignities, but they were permitted to live, and they increased in wealth
and population; and in proportion to their liberties and privileges,
evinced worth and talents. Those indignities have now been abandoned;
and, for the first time in eighteen centuries, it may be said that the
Jew feels that he was born equal, and is entitled to equal protection;
he can now breathe freely; he can cultivate his own powers, and pursue
his own religion, while he advances, respects, and patronises other
religions founded on morality and good faith. . . .”

“Until the Jews can recover their ancient rights and dominions,
and take their rank among the governments of the earth, this is their
chosen country; here they can rest with the persecuted from every clime,
secure in person and property, protected from tyranny and oppression,
and participating of equal rights and immunities. . . .”

“The means are within our reach. It is a system of sound education,
alone, which tends to strengthen the faculties, improve the morals, and
unfold the intellectual powers of man.”

2520 AMSTERDAM AVENUE
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10033
(212) 960-5390



500 WEST 185TH STREET
NEW YORK, N. Y. 10033

/ YESHIVA UNIVERSITY

SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT

15 December 1986

Mr. Max Green

Associate Director
Office of Public Liaison
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Max,

This is the list of those attending the
meeting with the President Thursday afternoon
in the Cabinet Room.

I'll be in touch before then, but if
there are any questions please call me.

Many thanks for vyour help.

In friendship,

0

Dr, Israel Miller
Senior Vice President

enc.






Add One--PRESIDENT RECEIVES YESHIVA UNIVERSITY HONORARY DEGREE

Dr. Lamm also gave President Reagan a facsimile of a letter
written in 1818 by Thomas Jefferson, third President of the United
States, in which Jefferson decried anti-Semitism and religious
intolerance.

In honor of the Hanukkah holiday season, Dr., Lamm presented the
President with a sterling silver menorah.

The reception marked the first time a Yeshiva University
delegation had been invited to the White House.

The event also marked the first time the University had conferred
an honorary degree upon an incumbent President, although John Kennedy,
Lyndon Johnson, and Richard Nixon received honorary degrees from the
institution before they were elected to the presidency.

Dr. Lamm, who is completing his first decade as president of the
University, read a special Citation and conferred the degree upon
President Reagan.

The Citation read, in part:'

"As President, you have placed the stamp of your unique
personality on a new era in our great country. As a unique American
institution, Yeshiva University is proud to celebrate its 19@th
birthday in that era. Yeshiva University draws confidence from the
confidence of the Reagan era--and we are confident that this larger
confidence will neither fail nor falter,

"A Jewish sage once said, 'When a man is able to take abuse and
not respond in kind, he is worthy to become a leader upon whom the sun

will shine.' Even during crises and criticism, you have never wavered

--more--




Add Two--PRESIDENT RECEIVES HONORARY DEGREE FROM YESHIVA UNIVERSITY

from basic human decency, you have never lost yvour sunny sense of
humor, and we know you never will permit a passing cloud to dim the
lustre of your leadership."”

Leading the delegation were three officers of the University's
Board of Trustees: the Hon., Herbert Tenzer, chairman of the Board,
Stanley E. Stern, vice chairman, and Max J. Etra, chairman emeritus.

Dr. Israel Miller, senior vice president, chaired the ceremonies.

JEFFERSON LETTER

The letter written by Thomas Jefferson was purchased at auction
by a Benefactor of Yeshiva University for $396,000--the largest amount
ever paid for any letter or presidential document. The Benefactor has
given the letter to the University.

Jefferson wrote the letter to Mordecai-Manuel Noah, after
receiving from him a copy of a speech Mr. Noah made in New York. 1In
that letter, which includes a smattering of Jefferson's rather
free-form spelling and puncuation, the former president wrote from his
home near Charlottesville, VA: \

"I have read it with pleasure and instruction, having learnt from
it some valuable facts about Jewish history which I did not know
before. your sect by it's sufferings has furnished a remarkable proof
of the universal spirit of religious intolerance, inherent in every
sect, disclaimed by all while feeble, and practised by all when in
power. our laws have applied the only antidote to this vice,
protecting our religions as they do our civil rights by putting all on
an equal footing. but more remains to be done."

--=Mnore-—-




Add Three-~PRESIDENT RECEIVES HONORARY DEGREE FROM YESHIVA UNIVERSITY

OTHER HONORARY DEGREES

In the last two years, Yeshiva University has conferred honorary
degrees upon several high-level officials of the U.S. Government.

They include: Vice President George Bush, Secretary of State
George P. Shultz, U.S. Secretary of Education Dr. William J. Bennett,
and former U.S. Ambéssador to the United Nations Jeane J. Kirkpatrick.

Two Yeshiva University alumni serve as major government
officials--Max J. Kampelman, chief U.S. negotiator at”the Geneva arms-
control talks, and Judge Abraham D. Sofaer, U.S. State Department
Legal Advisor.

In September, in a letter to the University, Président Reagan
declared that Yeshiva University "has maintained a tradition of
excellence and creativity. Its history--representing as it does both
freedom of secular inquiry and freedom of religion--is the story of
America." The President concluded by stating: "Nancy joins me in
wishing you Mazel Tov and another 100 years of success,"

YESHIVA UNIVERSITY CENTENNIAL

The ceremony at the White House was another in a series of
special events commemorating the Centennial of the University, which
has grown from a tiny yeshiva (school of traditional Jewish studies)
into what is today an international, multi-faceted university.

In September, the U.S. Postal Service issued a stamp honoring Dr.
Bernard Revel, the University's first president. At the University's
Centennial Convocation, U.S. Secretary of Education Dr, William J.
Bennett extolled the University as a model for other educational
institutions.

--more--




Add Four--PRESIDENT RECEIVES HONORARY DEGREE FROM YESHIVA UNIVERSITY

To date, 18 states have issued official proclamations in honor of
the Centennial.

During a week-long Centennial Leadership Gathering in Israel,
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir, Foreign Minister Shimon Peres, and a
host of government officials paid tribute to the University.

The University will continue to mark its Centennial through the
rest of the academic year with a series of special projects including
publication of a new historical account of the institution titled The

Men and Women of Yeshiva and the Changing Face of American Orthodoxy,

and a special film about the University's history and mission.

The book has been written by Dr. Jeff:ey Gurock, associate
professor of American Jewish history who holds the Libby Klaperman
Chair in American‘Jewish History at the University.

The film, narrated.by the noted actor Eli wWallach, is nearing
completion for Spring showing. The film is titled, "Yeshiva
University: A Century of.Achievéﬁent."

Yeshiva University comprises 15 schools, divisions, and
affiliates. There are five undergraduate schools, seven graduate and
professional schools, and three affiliates with campuses in New York,
Los Angeles, and Jerusalem.

Total enrollment is some 7,000 men and women. The full-time
faculty numbers nearly 1,400.

In addition o its extensive teaching programs, the University
maintains a network of affiliates, conducts widespread prbgrams of
research and community outreach, and issues publications. It also is

" the home of the Yéshiva University Museum.
-3
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CITATION
BY DR. NORMAN LAMM
PRESIDENT, YESHIVA UNIVERSITY
IN CONFERRING THE HONORARY DEGREE OF
DOCTOR OF LAWS
UPON
PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN
SPECIAL WHITE HOUSE RECEPTION HONORING UNIVERSITY'S CENTENNIAL

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18, 1986

AS PRESIDENT, YOU HAVE PLACED THE STAMP OF YOUR UNIQUE
PERSONALITY ON A NEW ERA IN OQUR GREAT COUNTRY. AS A UNIQUE
AMERICAN INSTITUTION, YESHIVA UNIVERSITY IS PROUD TO CELEBRATE
ITS HUNDREDTH BIRTHDAY IN THAT ERA. YESHIVA UNIVERSITY DRAWS
CONFIDENCE FROM THE CONFIDENCE OF THE REAGAN ERA--AND WE ARE
CONFIDENT THAT THIS LARGER CONFIDENCE WILL NEITHER FAIL NOR

FALTER.

A JEWISH SAGE ONCE SAID, "WHEN A MAN IS ABLE TO TAKE ABUSE AND
NOT RESPOND IN KIND, HE IS WORTHY TO BECOME A LEADER UPON WHOM
THE SUN WILL SHINE.™ EVEN DURING CRISES AND CRITICISM, YOU HAVE
NEVER WAVERED FROM BASIC HUMAN DECENCY, YOU HAVE NEVER LOST YOUR
SUNNY SENSE OF HUMOR, AND WE KNOW YOU NEVER WILL PERMIT A PASSING

CLOUD TO DIM THE LUSTRE OF YOUR LEADERSHIP.



PRESIDENT REAGAN--2

TODAY, AS WE APPROACH OUR HOLIDAY SEASON, WE OFFER YOU, MISTER
PRESIDENT, THE GIFT OF A HANUKKAH MENORAH OR CANDELABRUM. DURING
A TIME OF TRIAL FOR THE JEWISH PEOPLE, THE MENORAH SYMBOLIZED
BOTH FAITH AND FREEDOM. HANUKKAH IS A TIME THAT WE THANK THE
LORD: "THOU DIDST DELIVER THE STRONG IN THE HANDS OF THE WEAK,
THE MANY IN THE HANDS OF THE FEW, THE WICKED IN THE HANDS OF THE
RIGHTEQOUS"--SURELY A SOURCE OF COURAGE AND HOPE FOR ALL PEOPLES.
AND THE OIL THAT WAS TO LAST BUT ONE DAY MIRACULOUSLY LASTED FOR
EIGHT DAYS.

AS WE HONOR YOU TODAY, WE HOPE THAT THE LIGHT OF YOUR LEADERSHIP
CONTINUES TO SHINE EVER MORE BRIGHTLY FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE

EIGHT YEARS OF YOUR PRESIDENCY.

IT IS MY PRIVILEGE TO CONFER UPON YOU THE DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF

LAWS, HONORIS CAUSA.

IN TOKEN THEREOF, I HAND YOU THIS DIPLOMA.



500 WEST 185TH STREET
NEW YDORK, N. Y. 10033

/ YESHIVA UNIVERSITY

SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT

30 March 1987

Mr. Max Green

Associate Director
Office of Public Liaison
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Max,

I am enclosing the check for your expenses,
together with our sincere thanks for your stim=-
ulating and informative talk and responses to
questions. It was good for our students, and I
am pleased that you too enjoved it. I hope we
will have the opportunity to have you visit when
I can show you the University in all its aspects.

Ruth joins me in warmest regards to you

and your wife.
In friezdship,

Dr. Israel Miller
Senior Vice President

enc.





