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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 5, 1986 

MEMORANDUM FOR DONALD T. REGAN 
CHIEF OF STAFF 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

RE: 

LINAS KOJELIS 
SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT AND ACTING 
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC LIAISON 

MAX GREEN /Ji r:r 
ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF PUBLIC LIAISON 

Briefing for The Conference of Presidents of Major 
American Jewish Organizations, OEOB 450 3:30 P.M. 

Attached please find talking points for your appearance this 
afternoon before the Conference of Presidents of Major American 
Jewish Organizations. The Conference is an umbrella organization 
which consists of virtually all major Jewish organizations. 
Those few who do not belong will have representatives here at the 
briefing. The 160 member delegation represents the lay and 
professional leadership of forty plus national Jewish groups. The 
Conference has been very supportive of the Administration's 
efforts on behalf of Soviet Jewry and Israel's security needs. 

Since the President will be speaking on the importance of 
assisting the Contras, you may want to focus on the related issue 
of defense spending. 

In addition to Kenneth Bialkin, Chairman of the Conference and 
National Chairman of the Anti-Defamation League of B 1 nai B'rith, 
many Jewish group presidents will be attending the briefing. 
Moreover, Torn Dine, Executive Director of AIPAC, and a multitude 
of other professional leaders will be in attendance. 

Please find attached a briefing agenda for your information. 

If you have any questions, kindly have a member of your staff 
call me on x6270. 

Thank you. 
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TALKING POINTS 

I want to enlist your support for the fight--irnportant to 

both the United States and Israel--for an adequate defense, 

which will require a modest 3% increase in spending for FY 

1987 year, which follows a 0% increase for FY 1986. 

Relatively speaking, military spending is still very low. 

From 1972 to 1981, U.S. defense spending declined nearly 20% 

in real terms. Despite the build up since then, defense 

spending is now below the Carter Administration's 

projections. 

Is there any doubt among serious people that the increases 

since 1981 have made the U.S. and its allies more secure? 

Peace and meaningful peace negotiations flow from strength; 

weakness just invites intransigence and aggression. 

We hear, though, that it is not right to increase defense 

spending at the same time we reduce domestic spending. This 

may have demagogic appeal, but it makes no sense. Defense 

spending must be every country's first priority; without 

guns there is no bread and butter--and, in our case, 

freedom. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

WHITE HOUSE BRIEFING FOR 
CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS OF MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS 

MARCH 5, 1986 
OEOB 450 

Max Green 
Associate Director, Office of Public Liaison, The White House 

Ambassador Alan Keyes 
Assistant Secretary of State, Bureau of International 

Organization Affairs 

THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 

Richard W. Murphy 
Assistant Secretary of State, Bureau of Near Eastern and 

South Asian Affairs 

Richard N. Perle 
Assistant Secretary of Defense for International Security Policy 

Donald T. Regan 
Chief of Staff to the President of the United States 

Herbert Stein 
Senior Fellow, American Enterprise Institute 

Allen Wallis 
Under Secretary of State for Economic Affairs 

Ambassador Robert B. Oakley 
Ambassador-at-Large for Counter-Terrorism (Acting) 

Department of State 



0 

0 

0 

Defense spending enhances the security of the United States, 

as well as the our allies. For instance, SDI, the "far out 

Star Wars" program, as critics have described it, Israel 

knows better. It knows that the anti-missile technologies 

being developed within the SDI framework offer it as a 

counter to the increasing possibility of missile attacks on 

its airfields, munitions depots and population centers. 

Obviously, there is waste and mismanagement in military 

spending. Try as we will--and we will--there will always be 

some in a program so huge. But cuts now won't help; 

precisely the opposite, for example inefficient stretch 

outs. 

Should we reduce aid to Israel--whose waste and problems are 

at least as severe as ours? 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release 

2:07 P.M. EST 

REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT 
TO JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS 

Room 450 
Old Executive Office Building 

March 5, 1986 

THE PRESIDE~lT: Good afternoon and welcome to the '.lhite 
House complex. That's what we call these buildings -- the White 
House complex. It's also what you get when you've been around here 
working here too long. (L.Jughter.) 

3ut I'm glad to have this chance to meet with you today. 
As a group of leaders deeply committed to the defense of freedom, I 
know you understand the truth of what Edmund Surke said over two • 
centuries ago, "When bad ~en combine, the good must associate, else 
they will fall one by one, an unpitied sacrifice in a contemptible 
strug-ile. • 

Well, that statement has become even more urgently true 
today. There's a vote coming up in Congress of utmost im~ortance ~nd 
I have to tell you, I need 1our undecs~anding and support. I'm 
talking about our request · for Sl00 million· in aid to the democratic 
resistant forces in Nicaragua. 

Nicaragua may seem a small country, faraway, and why, 
some wonder, should we care what's happening there? Why should ·.ie 

spend Sl00 million on someone else's fight? ,-Jell, I want to talk 
about why we must care and why the United States has not only a ~or~l 
but a strategic interest in supporting freedom in Central America. 

There ace many things at stake in this vote. The ho?es 
of the Nicaraguan people to live in freedom and democracy; the ho2es 
of the people of Central and South America to live in ~eace, free 
from communist subversion. But there's another issue that overri~~s 
all others -- the national security of the United States. 

Let thece be no mistake -- if we fail to provide ti~~lJ 
assistance now, if we abandon our allies in freedom and allow the 
communists to establish a ?ermanent beachhead on the American 
mainland, we will be living with the consequences foe decades to 
come. 

There's been a lot of misinformation floating around 
a~out the true character of the Sandinista cegime. 

MORE 
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Perhap~ it would be more accurate to call it disinformation. 

I sometimes wonder why people don't just listen to what 
these communists the;nselves say, because when they ' re not up here in 
Washington lobbying Congress, they're quite open about their true 
intentions. for instance, take their ties ta terrorist groups in the 
MidJle East. ~hose ties go back more than a decade-and-a-half. 
Thomas aorge, Nicaragua's Minister of Interior, was one of many 
Sandinista communists to train in PLu camps in Lebanon and Syria and 
Libya. To quote Barge's own words: •~e say to our brother Arafat 
that ~icaragua is his land and the PLU cause is the cause of the 
Sandinistas." 'iasir Arafat cetu.cned the co1npliment saying, "The 
triumph of ~he Nica.caguans is the ?Lu's triumph." 

Or listen to what the Sandinista communists say a~out 
Qaddafi whom they call "our great f.ciend" -- Dorge again: "Our 
friendship with Libya is eternal. Libya is a people which, in 
accordance with our experience, has developed so~idarity without 
frontiers." 1iemember tnat one: "Solidarity without frontier.s. • 

Qaddaci, :neanwhile, has been openly sending them millions 
of dollars ot arms, because, he says, the Nicaraguan communists eight 
with Libya. "They fight A~erica," he put it, "on its own ground." 

The 3andinistas have a~so drawn close to the Iranians. 
Just last year, the Iranian Prime ~inister who's thought to control 
Iran's terrorist a~paratus; said to uaniel Ortega, and I quote again, 
"We consider your revolutionary country as our own home." 

'J.'he Sandinista communists have matched their words with 
actions, joining the PLO in terrorist assaults in the Middle cast, 
including the attempt to overth.cow the Hussein government in the 
hijacking of an "El Al• airliner. The Sandinista terrorist kille~ in 
the •ll Al• hijacking, Patrick Arguayo Ryan, is revered as a hero by 
the ,Hcaraguan government. They even named a large power dam after 
him. 

The Nicaraguan communists c~aim that they're not 
anti-semitic, they're Just anti-Zionist. 1~ell, as anti- Zionists, 
they desecrated r-ianagua's synagogue and drove the small J~sh c.-,:.-;;uni t y 
into exile. Issac Stavisky, who was there, tells of the anti-Jew1~h 
Sandinista graffati: •oeath to the Jewish pigs,• with red and b1Jc~ 
FSLti initials next to it, and ":3eware Sandinista justice." ,Jell, 
what is the official Sandinista position on this persecution of the 
Jewish community? The Jews, they say, have a, quote, "bourgeois 
mentality• that prevented them ' to adjusting to communism.· I'll ouy 
that kind of a bourgeois mentatlity any time. 

Managua -- (a2plause) Mana9ua has also rolled out the 
welcome mat for terrorists from .iround the world -- not just Cub,:rns, 
oulgarians, Libyans, PLO and Iranians, but me~bers of the 
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' :3aader:}Meinhof gang, the i3asque CTA and the Italian Red 3r igade. 
These ~riminals and lunatics now camp out on the doorstep of the 
United States. Let's not kid ourselves; the Sandinistas are avowed, 
dedicated communists, and communists since the days of Lenin have 
advocated terrorism as a legitimate means to attain political ends. 
Incidentally, Mr. Lenin's picture is quite prominent on new issues of 
stamps -- postage stamps in Nicaragua. 

If the Sanidnistas are allowed to consolidate their hold 
on Nicaragua, we'll have a permanent staging ground for terrorism. A 
home away from ho~e for Qaddafi, Arafat and the Ayatollah, just th:ee 
hours by air from the U.S. border. 

The recent terrorist attack in the Palace of Justice in 
Colombia in which the Sandinista communists were implicated is j u~ t 
the beginning; the first ru~blings of a communist earthquake that 
could overrun Latin ~merica. 

The prime ministers of nine of the Caribbean Island 
nations, when I was in Grenada just a week or two ago, told me that 
Nicaragua represented the greatest threat to their freedo~ and 
democracy, and they brought up the subject to me. They begged us t9 
continue aiding the freedom fighters. 

Some still insist that the Sandinistas are only 
nationalists. The Sandinistas themselves laugh at t~e idea. They 
are true international communists who talk of a revolution without 
borders and who have eagerly put their country at the disposal of 
~idel Castro and the Soviet anion. 

Everyone who is thinking a~out this aid package s~ould 
ask themselves one question: If the Sandinistas succeed in thro~inq 
the whole of Central America into tur~oil, if the ~nited States ~ust 
contend with a growing number of hostile, aggressive co~munist state~ 
close to its borders, how willing or able will we be able to raeet our 
commitments to other allies? 

Our supply lines to Israel and our ~ATO allies run 
through the Caribbean. The Soviets are already banking on this fact. 
Even some in Congress would rather ignore it. Today, Nicaragua is 
the focus of Soviet efforts at destabilization in the ~estern 
Hemisphers. 

If we s~ow ourselve~ willing to abandon our [ricnds so 
close to home, how soon before the Soviets turn their full attention 
to Israel, that lonely outpost of ~emocracy in the Middle East? 
Freedom is indivisible. The moral foundation of our sup?ort for 
Israel is our support for freedom and democracy. And that su?poct 
must always remain rock-solid wherever freedom and democracy are 
endangered. (Applause.) 

I want to assure you that I would not consider any 
measure, including arms sales to moderate Arab nations, if I thought 
it might endanger the security of Israel. A small, far-away coun~cy, 
some say, but all people that struggle for freedom are close to 
America's heart. 

Recently tHere's been an intensive effort to discred~t 
the democratic opposition in :licaragua. Well, let me say a few ·,.;aces 
about disinformation. 
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Some o~ us have been .around long enough to know that disinformation 
has a !ong history. I remember the reports of Walter Duranty from 
Stalin's Russia who denied the existence of the forced famine, even 
though he had witnessed first hand Stalin's genocide. I remember 
Lincoln Steffens' famous remark when he returned from that land of 
slaughter and declared, ~r have been o~er into the future and it 
works.• I remember Herbert Matthews' reports on Castro before he 
came to power, calling him a Democrat and the •nope of Cuba.• And to 
some of you who are really too young to remember this, even people 
around our country were calling him the •ceorge Washington of Cuba.• 
And George rolled over in his grave. 

Those reports helped shape the climate in Washington in 
which we cut off aid to Batista and facilitated Castro's march into 
Havana. And then you remember, once in power, Castro declard -­
voluntarily -- yes, I'm a communist, I've always been a communist. 
He didn't say that until after he was there and in power. 

Likewise, we were told that Ho Chi Minh and Pol Pot were 
nationalists, and this was before the mass exodus of boat people and 
the murder of a third of the population of Cambodia. History moves 
on. The smoke screen of lies and disinformation vanishes, and the' 
brutal reality of communism is laid bare, but then, it's too late. 

So today we see an orchestrated campaign to slander the 
freedom fighters. But who shall we believe -- dedicated communists 
who call American supporters •useful fools?• Or democrats like 
Adolfo Calero, Arturo Cruz, Alfonso Rebelo, who oppose the Somoza 
dictatorship as they fight the communist tyranny today? Shall we 
believe communists, whose definition of morality is what furthecs 
their political ends, who have systematically attacked religious 
denominations, extinguished ~ivil liberties, and waged an inhuman war 
against Miskito Indians? Or, believe the people putting their lives 
on the line for the values that we hold sacred: democracy, freedom, 
and human rights. 

On national television the other night, Jim Wright said 
that at one time, the revolutionaries in Latin America -- ~en such as 
Bolivar and San ~artin -- emulated our democratic rev6lution. ~ell, 
some still do. The freedom fighters in Nicaragua fight foe 
democracy, too. They, too, are the moral descendants of men at 
Morristown and Valley forge, though the tyranny they fight against is 
more brutal than anything our forefathers could have · imagined. 

Soon, Cong~ess will be making the historic decision 
whether or not to help these brave men and women. The ranks of the 
freedom fighters continue to swell. If we give them the aid they 
need, the Nicaraguan people can win this battle for freedom on their 
own. American troops have not been asked for and are not needed. ~e 
must make sure they never are needed. We send men and -- ~oney and 
material now so we'll never have to send our own American boys. 

But if the members of Congress hide their heads in the 
sand and pretend the strategic threat in Nicaragua will go away, they 
ace courting disaster and history will hold them accountable. If we 
don't want to see the map of Central America covered in a sea of red, 
eventually lapping at our own borders, we must act now. 

With your help and the help of other freedom-loving 
Americans, we can succeed in turning the tide to democracy in 
Nicaragua. We must succeed. Nothing less than the security of the 
United States is at stake, 

you. 
Thank you all and God bless you for letting me talk to 

(Applause.) 

MORE 
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MR. BIALKIN: Mr. President, you have in this room 
representatives of the entire organized American Jewish community. 
We aske~ for this meeting and for the opportunity to meet with you 
because we wanted to come here and express to you our admiration and 
our appreciation to you for being what it is you are. 

We have so many things to express our thanks to you for. 
Most recently, as the leader of this country, in so skillfully 
managing the transition in the government of the Philippines, we 
think that we, as all Americans, join with you and the leadership of 
this country in managing to maintain a friend and preserve freedom 
and democracy. And we want to express that to you· as openly and as 
firmly as we can. (Appl.:iuse.) 

I have a list which I hope you don't think is too long, 
Mr. President, but we like you an awful lot. So I'm going to say one 
or two things. I want to say that we know that the freedom of 
Anatoly Shcharansky, which you advocated for years and which you 
urged with Mr. Gorbachev, is due to -- primarily, if not exclusively, 
to the continued efforts of the United States in support of Avital 
Shcharansky and her movement and the movement of all freedom-loving 
people. Anatoly Shcharansky is free. We thank you for that. 
(Appla:.ise.) 

We want to as~ure you, however, that we are not summer 
soldiers and we know that 1ou're ~ot a summer 3oldier. The fight for 
human rights, for freedom in the Soviet Union, indeed, for freedom 
the world over will go on. We'll be there and we know that you will 
be there leading us and helping us. 

I do want to say that we admire your defense of freedom 
and your condemnation of terrorism. Your eloquent plea for the 
Contras to support freedom and democracy in Central America, to 
preserve the ability to maintain a decent and balanced society, to 
keep Central America in freedom's camp has touched many of us and 
will find residence in our community . 

. As the Chairman of the Conference of Presidents, I 
would lose my job if I said the whole Conference of Presidents s~eJks 
as one in supporting you. But I do know from my own experience and 
my own expression that while there may not be unanimity -- there 
never is in a democracy and I assure you we're a democracy -- I 
believe that the overwhelming sympathy and support of the American 
Jewish co~~unity rides with freedom, rides with the defense of thoje 
who wish to fight for their freedom and would support you in your 
interested and objective and principled effort in that end. 
(Applause.) 

We appreciate and support your strong condemnation of 
terrori3m and your support for the right to react to terrorist 
outrage is appreciated by all of us, as is your principled and moral 
and . sentimental support for the state of Israel. 

We know that the fight to repel terror, to defend [srael 
and to promote peace leads to concern -- and you know that we have a 
concern -- about further arming Arab countries, even those who call 
themselves moderate who do not support the peace process. We 
recognize it's a complicated issue. We do urge that if arms are to 
be sold they should be sold only under circumstances where you have 
reasonable assurances and are fairly confident that the recipients of 
those arms will move in the direction of peace. 

The time has come for the abandonment of the reject;on of 
Israel. That is, the Arab countries, including the moderates, stand 
on a cejectionist platform. :-1e hope that with your effort .lnd with 
the pressure and enticement that arms may involve, Mr. President, 
that you can get them to move toward abandonin~ their rejection of 
Israel's eight to exist and move toward negotiation. (Applause.) 

MORE 
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. The principal barrier to peace is that rejection. The 
threat\of assassination and terrorism is something we can't stand. 
Respect:¢ully, we urge that the time has come in the Middle East for 
emphasis on economic development and on positive measures to live 
together. If Egypt and Jordan and I3rael can develop a joint 
economic plan, that may bring peace faster than the sale of arms. 

Mr. President, I want 1ou to know that you have here in 
the entire Jewish community the admiration, to a man and a woman, 
extensively in every aspect of your quest for freedom. You have our 
love, our appreciation and our support for all that you do. And 
we're grateful -- (applause.) 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you. Thank you very much for t ':o::;e 
very generous words and thank all of you for this warm welcome. ~nd 
let me just say that with regard to your one sub-point there of -­
with regard to arms and to Arabs that are, in that regard, always in 
our mind-~ that is predicated upon our belief that it can further 
the cause of peace which we're trying to bring about in the Middle 
East and that we are pledged to the fact that we will never allow 
Israel to lose its qualitat i ve or quantitive edge ~y anything we do 
in that regard. (Applause.) 

And you ' ve all been so nice, I can't leave wit hout 
telling you one little goody. I happen to have a hobby of .col l ect i ng 
stories that I understand are told in the communist countries a~0ng 
themselves which reveals the cynicism of their own people. And 
George Shult~ brought me back one from the Soviet Union the other 
day. rt seems they went into the General Secretary and told him 
there was an elderly lady there at the Kremlin that wouldn't leave 
without seeing him. And he said, •~ell, bring her in." And they 
did. And he said, "Well, Mother, what is it? What can I do?" She . 
said, "I have one qoestion." She said, "Kas communism inv~nted by 3 
politician or a ~cientist?" And he said, "Well, a politician.• ~he 
said, "That explains it. A scientist would have tried it on mice 
first.• (Laughter and applause.) 

END 2 : 2 0 P • M. EST 
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Bu LOVA 

ANDREW TISCH 
President 

!) 

Mr. Max Green 
Special Liaison for Public Affairs 
The White House 
Room 196 - Old Executive Office Building 
Washington., D. C. 20500 

Dear Max: 

March 6, 1986 

My sincerest thanks for a most enjoyable lunch and a very educational 
session in coordination with the Conference of Presidents. I enjoyed 
having the opportunity to meet you and am more than happy to work 
with you in the future. If I can be of a:iy help., to you and the 
Administration, please feel free to call. 

Again, my sincerest thanks. 

Sincerely, 

AHT:jf 

P. S. If any of the photographs taken by the White House photographer 
show me listening to the President's remarks., I would 
appreciate a copy (autographed, if possible). I thank you 
for your attention. Again, my best. 

~ 

BULOVA WATCH COMPANY, INC., BULOVA PARK, FLUSHING, NEW YORK 11370 I (718) 565-4200 
A Subsidiary of Loews Corporation 



•. ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG 

Mr. Max Green 
Associate Director 
Office of Public Liaison 
The White House 
Washington, D. c. 

My dear Mr. Green: 

March 19, 1986 

It was very kind of you to send me the remarks by 
President Reagan before the Conference of Presidents of 
Major American Jewish Organizations on March 5. 

I have read the President's comments with great 
interest and wish to advise you that I regard what he said 
to be of great significance. 

'ncerely ,, 

Arthur J. 

you~~~ 

Gold~g 

AJG:mes 




