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~-~---~~--~~-~!-'---------------------Defense Dept. Readies Asat Weapon 
For Third Test Firing in Space 
Washington-Defense Dept. is preparing 
for the third live firing of an experimental 
antisatellite weapon (Asat) following its 
notification to Congress last month of its 
plans for the test. The Asat will be fired at 
a nonfunctioning satellite in space. 

A total of two test firings of the Asat 
system, consisting of a Boeing short-range 
attack missile (SRAM) first stage, an LTV 
Altair second stage and an L TV-devel­
oped miniature homing vehicle warhead, 
is planned for Fiscal 1985. Both tests will 
be conducted by the Air Force using a 
McDonnell Douglas F-15 fighter as the 
launch vehicle. 

Funding Prohibited 
Congress last year prohibited obligating 

or expending Fiscal 1985 funds for testing 
Asat systems until certification had been 
received from President Reagan that the 
tests were crucial for U. S. national securi­
ty and that the U. S. is endeavoring to 
negotiate with the Soviet Union a mutual 
and verifiable arms control agreement 
with strict limitations on Asat weapons. 

Such a certification was submitted to 
Congress in mid-August. A 15-day delay 
in the resumption of tests following sub­
mission of the certification was also man­
dated in the congressional language 
concerning the Asat, and that 15-day de­
lay ends Sept. 3. 

Congress limited the number of Asat 
tests to no more than three in Fiscal 1985, 
but the Air Force has indicated it plans to 
conduct only two firings this fiscal year. 
The first of these was planned for mid­
summer but has been delayed by technical 
difficulties with both the miniature hom­
ing vehicle used in the Asat system and 
the target vehicle against which the weap­
on was to have been fired. 

The first flight test of the Asat system 
in January, 1984, involved firing the 
weapon at a point in space. That test was 
considered successful. 

Second test of the system in November, 
1984, involved an infrared probe used 
with the weapon. The test was considered 
only a partial success because cryogenic 
lines used to cool the probe prior to 
launch failed to retract properly from the 
miniature homing vehicle, impairing the 
proper functioning of the vehicle after 
launch. 

Air Force officials said enough data 
were obtained, especially on miniature 
homing vehicle sensor performance, to 
proceed to the first intercept test against 
an actual target in space. 

The Air Force also said ,the cause of the 
cryogenic lines' failure to retract has been 
determined, and modifications are being 
made to the test missiles. 

The third Asat test was originally 

Currently Funded SOJO Contractors Named 
Washington-Contractors for the Strategic Defense Initiative Organization are working 
with funds allocated from the Fiscal 1985 budget. Most contracts were awarded prior to 
April, 1984, when the SDIO officially started operations. Following are contractors by 
the greatest dollar amount awarded: 

Boeing Aerospace Co. 
TRW Systems Group/TRW, Inc. 
Lockheed Aircraft Corp. 
Rockwell Satellite Div. 
Avco Everett Research Lab. 
Teledyne Brown Engineering 
LTV Aerospace & Defense Co. 
Hughes Aircraft Co. 
General Dynamics Corp. 
Nichols Research Corp. 
Aerojet-General Corp. 
GM Corp.-Delco Electronics Div. 
MIT Lincoln Labs. 
McDonnell Douglas Astronautics 
Western Research Labs. 
Space Data Corp. 
Science Applications, Inc. 
ITEK Corp. 
Kaman Science Co. 
R&D Associates 
Physical Research, Inc. 
Grumman Aerospace Corp. 

Seattle, Wash. 
Redondo Beach, Calif. 
Palo Alto, Calif. 
Downey, Calif. 
Everett, Mass. 
Huntsville, Ala. 
Dallas, Tex. 
Culver City, Calif. 
San Diego, Calif. 
Huntsville, Ala. 
Azusa, Calif. 
Goleta, Calif. 
Cambridge, Mass. 
Huntington Beach, Calif. 
San Diego, Calif. 
Phoenix, Ariz. 
McLean, Va. 
Lexington: Mass. 
Colorado Springs, Colo 
Albuquerque, N. M. 
Huntsville, Ala. 
Bethpage, N. Y. 

20 AVIATION WEEK & SPACE TECHNOLOG Y/September 2, 1985 

$130,659,931 
57,431,959 
32,896,865 
25,150,899 
24,325,000 
20,874,000 
19,314,367 
14,257,625 
10,765,464 

9,348,331 
8,750,000 
6,628,000 
6 ,57 5,000 
6,25 5,000 
6,048,000 
5,922,000 
4,968,713 
4,564,000 
4,018,279 
3,672,000 
3,432,868 
3,100,000 

scheduled to involve a balloon-like instru­
mented target vehicle to be launched into 
space prior to the Asat firing. Technical 
difficulties with the instrumented target 
vehicle, however, have caused additional 
delays in the third test, and the decision 
was finally made to use an older, no long­
er functional satellite already in orbit as 
the target for the Asat. The satellite is 
nonclassified, but Defense Dept. officials 
are reluctant to identify it before the next 
test because of concerns that its identifica­
tion would allow the Soviets to monitor 
the test more closely. 

Nearly 40 captive-carry flight tests of 
the Asat on the F-15 have been accom­
plished, according to Air Force officials, 
and these have verified that the F-15 can 
operate safely with the Asat missile in a 
variety of operational conditions. The 
tests also have confirmed that the surveil­
lance system, command and control and 
weapon systems operate together properly, 
and that the live-fire test missiles are 
ready for flight. 

Qualification Program 
Ground qualification testing of Asat 

has continued independently of the flight 
test program. Six parts of an eight-part 
qualification test program have been com­
pleted so far, Air Force officials said. 

One of the solid propellant motors used 
in the maneuvering propulsion assembly 
of the Asat miniature homing vehicle ex­
ploded during the seventh stage of testing, 
according to program officials. The con­
tractors, the program office and an inde­
pendent team of specialists are investi­
gating the cause of this failure and will 
recommend changes. 

Program officials said the fundamental 
design of the Asat missile has not 
changed, but they stressed that the pro­
gram is still in the development and test 
phase and modifications to the basic de­
sign are anticipated. 

The Air Force Rocket Propulsion Lab­
oratory, in the meantime, issued a request 
for proposals earlier this year for if!1• 
proved solid propellant rocket motors that 
might be used in the miniature homing 
vehicle's maneuver propulsion assembly . 
Officials said this was not related to the 
explosion experienced during the seventh 
stage of testing but was part of an effort 
within the Rocket Propulsion Laboratory 
to improve existing or developing systems. 

The laboratory is attempting to develop 
motors that would reduce exhaust prod­
ucts that could contaminate the miniature 
vehicle, weigh less and have greater effi­
ciency. Such motors would be a hedge 
against additional maneuvering capability 
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REQUEST FOR • MULTIPLE 
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/ (Oat~ 

TO: White House Administrative Office, Room 1, OEOB 

FROM: /I/AX 6'(££N ____ _..:...;. _____________ ExL 

cALI. 

Description of Request: (Attach text of letter, copy of mailing list, sample of enclosure( s) etc.) 

OFP 

I 

We llE S€ rJDuJ" DJ r ,AJv,,lf S rD.e.. 

SD, ?,ll..1~F,~6 If) t"i. r w1;c K. . 

..,1E:Fr­
Ptl(f\,/1'~ 
{!_6270 O(l. 

6<i7 

f, --- ocJIL oFFICE {9i) =- ..,,.-P lOfStf fUi'fvlf./V E)I/ ,J £ t Of C'. lo (" 

- -· ." \ t5([follE fl,kll JtJ b 

1 Approve(;:- ~ flA · ~ J.;;k2 ~_, ______ _ 
(CostEsti~---------> 

II. TO: 

FROM: 

III. TO: 

FROM: 

Biff Henley, Room 80 

White House Administrative Office 

Attached mailing has been approved and is to be entered into Name/List 
Service if appropriate 

Maureen Hudson, Room 60 

Records Management ( ,:J../ 3) . X List ".i3.t-AAJ h 8.2, is being transmitted for attached request 

D Attached does not qualify for Name/List Service 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

MEMORANDUM TO MARI MASENG 

FROM: MAX GREEN 7 111 h 

WASHINGTON 

July 30, 1986 

SUBJECT: Invitation to Presidential SDI briefing. 

Will you please review and sign off on the following invitation 
we are sending out for the RR SDI briefing next Friday, August 8. 



July 30, 1986 

Dear Friend: 

You are cordially invited to attend a special White House 
briefing on the Strategic Defense Initiative. The briefing will 
include an address by President Reagan, as well as Lt. General 
James Abrahamson, Director of the Strategic Defense Initiative 
Organization and other Administration officials. The briefing 
will take place on Friday, August 8 from 9:45 a.m. until 11:30 
a.m. in room 450 of the Old Executive Office Building. 

If you, or your representative are able to attend, please call 
(202) 456-6411 by 5 p.m. E.D.T. Wednesday to confirm your 
participation. Please give your full legal name (as it appears 
on your driver's license or current passport), social security 
number, and date of birth. Because of security regulations, 
acceptances cannot be taken on the day of the event. 

Please arrive at 9:15 a.m. on Friday at the Pennsylvania Avenue 
entrance of OEOB (17th and Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.). Remember 
to bring your photo identification (driver's license or current 
passport). 

I look forward to your participation. 

Mari Maseng 
Deputy Assistant to the President and 

Director, Office of Public Liaison 



D---

Dear Friend: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I NG TON 

August 1, 1986 

The White House briefing on the Strategic Defense Initiative 

program originally scheduled for Friday August 8 at 9:45 a.m. 

has been changed to Wednesday August 6 at 12:15 p.m. Please be 

at the Pennsylvania Avenue entrance to the Old Executive Office 

Building at 11:45 a.m. on Wednesday for clearance into the 

building. All RSVPs should be phoned into (202) 456-6411 by 

12:00 p.m. on Tuesday August 5. We apologize for the 

inconvenience. 

Deputy Assistant to the President 

and Director, Office of Public Liaison 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

,I 

August 13, 1986 

MEMORANDUM FOR ELLEN JONES 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

JEFF PARNESS, INTERN FOR MAX GREEN, OFFICE OF 
PUBLIC LIAISON 

Information On Presidential SDI Briefing 
August 6, 1986 

The attached is the information we discussed on the phone 
concerning the President's SDI briefing last Wednesday. The first 
list is that of some of the VIPs in attendance at the briefing. 
The second list, the WAVE Center computer printout, is a more 
complete list of the attendees at the briefing. However, as I 
mentioned to ·you, the WAVE Center list is missing approximately 
25 names of attendees. 

. . 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

PRESIDENTIAL BRIEFING TO PRIVATE SECTOR 
SUPPORTERS OF SDI August 6, 1986 

Room 450 OEOB 

From: Max Green, Associate Director, 
Office of Public Liaison 

OUTLINE OF EVENTS: 

12:15 p.m. - Welcome, Mari Maseng, Deputy 
Assistant to the President and Director, 
Office of Public Liaison 

12:16 p.m. - Technical overview on SDI - Lt. Gen. James 
Abrahamson, Director, Strategic Defense 
Initiative Organization 

12:55 p.m. - Policy overview on SDI - Caspar Weinberger, 
Secretary of Defense 

1:15 p.m. - The President 

1:30 p.m. - End of briefing 

The attached is a list of the attendees at the briefing. 

NOTE: THIS LIST IS IN NO WAY COMPLETE. These are but a handful 
of the over 140 attendees at the briefing as you will see in the 
attached WAVE Center gate list printout. It should also be 
mentioned that this gate list is not complete. In reviewing the 
following names, realize that the meeting was for private sector, 
foreign policy and defense-orientated organizations. While the 
numbers of SDI contractors present at the briefing appears 
exaggerated in the following list, they were 12 people of 
approximately 140 participants. 



Rabbi David Ben-Ami 
President 
American Forum for Jewish -

Christian Cooperation , 

Claudio Benedi 
American Security Council 

Charles Brooks 
National Jewish Coalition 

Peter Conlin 
Citizens For America 

Harold Coyle 
McDonnell-Douglas 
Weapons, Space, C3 

John D'Amecourt 
Office of the Secretary of Defense 

Dolf Droge 
Speaker/Consultant on 

National Security 

Warren Everett 
High Frontier 

Peter Flaherty 
Citizens For Reagan 

Joe Gildenhorn 
National Jewish Coalition 

Daniel Graham 
Chairman 
High Frontier 

John Greany 
Assoc. of Former Intelligence Officers 

Theodore Haddad 
Senior Marketing Representative 
IBM 

Marshall Heard 
Director, Washington Office 
Boeing Aerospace Corp. 

Kent Hill 
Institute for Religion and Democracy 

Jess Hordes 
National Director 



Anti-Defamation League 

James Hubbard 
The American Legion 

Elizabeth Kepley 
Concerned Women For America 

Malcolm Lees 
SDI Program Manager 
General Electric 

Theresa Lukach 
Eagle Forum 

.Nina May 
President 
Rennaissance Women 

Michael Miller 
Manager, Satellite Systems Division 
Rockwell 

Thomas Moore 
Coalition for the SDI 

Frederich Naef 
Manager, R & D Requirements 
Lockheed 

Fred Pearson 
National Association of 

Chiefs of Police 

David Rigby 
SDIO 

John Ring 
International Brotherhood of Teamsters 

Phyllis Roberts 
General Federation of Women's Clubs 

M.J. Rosenberg 
Washington Representative 
American Jewish Committee 

Michael Rothfeld 
American Defense Committee 

Paul Ruther 
Jewish War Veterans 

Jeffrey Ryan 



Leadership Institute 

Richard Sellers 
Concerned Citizens 

Richard Silva 
Space Systems Representative 
TRW 

Joshua Slavitt 
US Defense Committee 

Edgar Ulsamer 
Air Force Association 

Mark Valente 
Republican National Committee 

Abbie Wiener 
Jewish Institute for National Security Affairs 

Robert Yost 
Vice President 
SAIC 

Thomas Zakrzewski 
Vice President 
Nichols Research Corp. 




