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“In Washmgton, Rabb: Shemtov aeﬂ) talks wuh New York Sen. Alfonse D’Amato (center) and D’Amato alde Arthur Finkle

The rabbi on the Hill

By David O'Reilly \

Inquirer Stuff Writer

ASHINGTON — Minnesota Sen.

Rudy Boschwitz was approaching

the microphone in a Senate. cau-
cus room oue recent aftermoon

when a short man with a long, -

red beard and a black hat approached him
from behind. ,

Rabbi Abraham Shemtov smiled and, stand-
ing on his tiptoes, clapped a small black
yarmulke on the senator’s head. It was both
an apt and a symbolic gesture by the rabbi
from Northeast Philadelphia.

'Once a week this fast-walking, slow-talking
rabbi zooms to Washington on the Metro-
liner, seeking to instill in U. S. lawmakers an
awareness of the spiritual principles of Juda-
ism. He prefers to call himself a “messenger,”
nnt a lakhhuict and by all seeotinte he io

This “messenger”
for Judaism has

in the Capttol.

he represents a conservative —~ he would say
“traditional” - point of view, “a Jewish —
not a Jew’s — position.”

He is a member of the Lubavitch sect of
Hasidic Judaism — a sect that abides SCrupu-
lously by the strictures of Talmudic law m

Avnce rityinl armd othicral Ralasrdiase T O

quite an audience

parents ‘what should I do, what shall I think
about?’ during that moment. -

“And just as the school provides a child
with time to eat his lunch — and the parent
sends along a sandwich — so should how the
child fills the silence be the responsibility of
the parents.

“Our intent is that the mind of a senator or
representative should be influenced by prop-
er motives, and proper destiny, and direc-
tion.” For that Treason, he said, “it is
important, while {lawmakers| are thinking
that they get a breeze of fresh air from a
source who does not look for any favors or
returns.” And with a glance, he directed
attention to a photograph of the chief Luba-
vitch rabbi, or “rebbe,” on his wall.

The photograph showed a white-bearded
man with youthful eyes, wearing the familiar
black fedora. The rebbe, Rahhi Menachom
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RABBI, from 1-D . '
er than its numbers, he said, “be-
cause we are seen as an anchor of
tradition” within Judaism.

And the rebbe “is an institution”
in Congress, according to Rabbi
Shemtov. “When you mention the
rebbe, they know who you are talk-
ing about. ... Surprisingly enough,
as busy as members of Congress are,
they will listen to the rebbe.”

If the rebbe is indeed an institu-
tion on Capitol Hill, it is due in part
to the efforts of Rabbi Shemtov him-
self, who, beginning in 1962, did in
Philadelphia what he is now doing in
Washington: develop a Lubavitch
presence and influence.

Twenty-two years ago Rabbi Shem-
tov opened the Lubavitcher Center
in Northeast Philadelphia, and over
the years he helped create an aware-
ness of Lubavitch in this city. He
helped erect what was then the
world’s largest menorah, or Hanu-
kah candelabra, for display at Inde-
pendence Square, and he established
for the first time in the city’s history
the practice of handmaking Passover-
matzoh.

Since then he has created an even
larger ‘‘national menorah” outside
the White House, and, beginning in
1979, at Rabbi Shemtov's urging, Con-

gress declared the rebbe’s birthday
to be “Education Day’ and “A Nation-
al Day of Reflection.” For the rebbe’s
80th year, the rabbi created a "“na-
tional scroll of honor” that was
signed personally by the President,
the vice president, and every US.
senator and representative.

“When major issues come up, my
friends on the Hill or their aides will
ask me, ‘What is the rebbe's
approach?’”

Concerning Israel, for example,
lawmakers are told that it is the
rebbe’s belief that the existence and
survival of Israel are inextricably
bound with the existence of Jewry
itself. Jewry is more than the exis-

tence of the Jewish people. “There is-

the law of the Jew, the land of the
Jew, and the people of the Jew, [tisa
three-way tie.”

The return of certain of the lands
won by Israel in war “is nonnegotia-
ble,” said Rabbi Shemtov, because
“Israel is our homeland, given to us
by God. ... "

“This,” said the rabbi, “is a mes-
sage they (government leaders] can
understand. They may not be guided
by it, but at least they are sensitive to
the understanding of the tie of the
Jew to Israel.” .

A R R |

And how many legislators call him,
asking for his views? The rabbi will
only say “a good proportion,” but the
April 13 luncheon honoring the reb-
be’s most recent birthday perhaps
was some indication. Part of the cele-
bration included a 12-minute visit by
the rabbi with President Reagan in
the Oval Office, and the luncheon
itself drew 14 senators. .

The rebbe was not actually at the
luncheon. Instead, a large color pho-
tograph of him stood on an easel
behind the head table. And although

I'[{

it was one day before recess, and the
Senate would work till § am. the
next day on a set of complex tax bills,
the rebbe's luncheon drew a steady
stream of senators and
representatives. ‘

Most stayed for only a minute or so,
and their words are unlikely ever to
be carved in marble. Sen. Jesse
Helms (R., N.C.) told the audience of
Lubavitcher rabbis that he admired
“you folks,” and said he appreciated
their support “in the causes of moral-
ity and spirituality.”

A rabbi carries spiritual messages to Congress

Sen. Frank Lautenberg of New J
sey remarked that the Lubavitch
movement had given “inspiration
to $0 many young people who ha
lost their way.”

For most lobbyists, a luncheon tt
drew 14 senators would have beer
monumental success, but for Rat
Shemtov, it was a bit of a disappoil
ment.- The tax bill debate on ¢
Senaté floor had prevented some
the invited senators from attendirc
“Last year,” he said with a shru
“we had 40.”
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Piay down schooi prayer, Heagan named rabbi says

By IRA KAMIN
Of the Bulletin Staff

Blasting Jewish agencies who fight
1gainst prayers in public school, Rabbi
Abraham amtov, the only Jewish repre-
sentative the National Advisory Coun-
il on Adult Education, said this week that
he issue of church-state separation has
recome ‘‘very vague’’ and needs more
tudy before becoming a battlefield for

ducation centers in San Francisco, Shem-
ov, 46, said it would be better to have si-

lent school prayers than prayers spoken
aloud proselytizing one religion or an-
other. He also said prayers in schools
might enable a child to discover something
about religion.

Shemtov praised public displays of Cha-
nukah menorahs, such as the ones in San
Francisco, Philadelphia and Washington,
D.C., and said, ““We (Jews) should not
hide ourselves 2nid feed on our own infe-
riority comple~es and ghetto mentality.”’

The Russian-born Philadelphia rabbi
said he took “great pride’” introducing the
28-foot menorah at the foot of the Liberty
Bell, and in organizing the installation of
the 30-foot national menorak erected in
Lafayette Square.

Shemtov is the national director of the
Armerican Friends >f Lubavitchirs. Calling
his movement apolitical, and purposeful
in its mission to spread the message
hended down from Sinai, Shemtov said
Jews must continue educating themselves
or run the risk of ‘"being without brakes in

Jewish Home
dedication

The Koret Centar of the
Jewish Home fsr the Aged,
302 Silver Ave., S.F., will be
dedicated Sunday, Oct. 7
during ceremonies begin-
ning at 2 p.m. Major funding
for the project was provided
by the late Joseph Koret
and the Jewish Community
Federation of San Fran-
sisco, the Peninsula, Marin
ind Sonoma Counties, indi-
riduals, foundations and
he home’s capital resecrve.

Photo by Ira Kamin
Rubb) Kbraham Shemtov
. . wants silent prayer

theé middle of a San Francisco hill.”

Speaking both metaphorically and di-
rectly, Shemtov said Jews were not chosen
to be stronger or smarter than other peo-
ple but chosen for the ‘‘specific purpose’’
of sharing with the rest of the world the
pillars of knowledge, wisdom and under-
standing upon which Judaism is based.
First and foremost, Shemtov said, Jews are
educators.

Mliteracy in America was the chief topic
of the conference on adult education,
Shemtov said. .

The Chabad movement, 600,000 strong,
with more than half of its members resid-
ing in America, is headed by Menachem
Schneerson and headquartered in Brook-
lyn. Priding itself on a combination of
mysticism,, education end American
know-how, it is the Jewish religious order
closest to, political action. Shemtov,

.- -though. he. calls himself a messenger, has
been lobbying in Washington on behalf of
his movement for the past nine years.

israel imposes harsh new money measures

JERUSALEM (JTA) -The government
has imposed harsh new economic mea-
sures aimed at absorbing some $900 mil-
lion from the public sector as a means of
curbing inflation.

But the double-barreled approach that .

went ihto effect Sunday mght — a one-
time property tax and cuts in subsidies for
fuel and certain basic commodities that
sent prices 80

mists.

The price of fuel went up by 30 percent ;

overnight. The prices of other government .
controlled products rose by 18-55 percent.
As a result, economic experts say, inflation

Aring — has come under fire
from some of the country’s leading econa--

now running at ah annual rate of more

than 400 percent, xshkelytoexceedlooo
t.

At the same time; e govemment is

. continuing to support the price of bread

by a subsidy of 134 percent; eggs by 105

percent; milk by 103 percent; and frozen

poultry by 97 percent.

- Even so, long linies developed at su-
kets and gasoline stations Sunday

‘as the public rushed to stock up on food

and-fuel before the tmdmghf price hike
deadlme

. The cut-back on ‘subsidies took effect im-
medxately to avoid hohdayhoardmg




SCHEDULE PROPOSAL

vﬂwugva wf 'OQQOOG

/7

THiLHleNFGtOUSE /fﬂj/
e PECeeT L0357

Pals L}jf/d‘yfﬁﬁf
Pro0;

November 29, 1984

TO:
FROM:
REQUEST:

%

PURPOSE:

BACKGROUND:

&
Fred Ryan, Director 4/3?54/9[

Presidential Appointments and Scheduling /42%5%5@252

Mike McManus / ; .
Assistant to the Pre51dent

For the President to join in _a lighting ceremgny
of the "National Menorah" situated in Lafayette Park.

To demonstrate the President's support of the
free expression of tilre—ekservance—of Hamukkah,
not only-—ke-the Jewich-commumrity BUL to--ehese
who—walue this religicus—Esecdem.all tefirjw &LQ(&)

The National Menorah is sponsored by the American
Friends of Lubavitch, an Orthodox sect. »a¥t
leaders™fromJewith—seets-can_be jnuited—erause
thrs*MEﬁuraﬁ"fUrma&&y wshers <4n—-Lthe-holiday of
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PREVIOUS
PARTICIPATION:

DATE:

LOCATION & DURATION

PARTICIPANTS:

REMARKS :

MEDIA:

PROJECT OFFICER:
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The President has met with Lubavitch leaders RN )
to sign a Scroll of Honor commemorating their
leader S blrthday The—?resrﬂent—has never
= ¥ ah--Lighting
G : S. esent the first
Zar the Mena;ah_wasehnwlf and toedate, is the
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The President and Mrs. Reagan, Jewtsir—Izaders,
4 2 l..children
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Remarks will be regquired.

Open Coverage
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Photo Opportunity with the

é&kﬁ% A American Friends of the Luvavitch
1’2l
DATE: Thursday, December 20, 1984 1),
LOCATION: Oval Office
TIME: 4:30pm /0
FROM: Michael A. McManus, Jr.

I. PURPOSE

To demonstrate the President's support of the free

expression of the observance of Hanukkah, by accepting

a menorah, similar to the National Menorah situated in
4 Lafayette Park.

¥ * II. BACKGROUND
0

S This presentation is in observance of the lighting of
the National Menorah which will take place immediately
in Lafayette Park following the Oval Office visit.

ITI. PARTICIPANTS

The President

Mike McManus

Marshall Breger

Rabbi Abraham Shemtov
Rabbi Shlomo Cunin
Rabbi Yisoril Shmotkin
Rabbi Moshe Feller
Rabbi Moshe Herson

Iv. PRESS PLAN

White House Photographer

Bt T

V. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

-\
&F p%’ The Rabbis enter the Oval Office and are introduced to
the President by Mr. McManus. The—mencrah*:s*&rtmend
@! i After

accepting the menorah, the Pre51dent glves Rabbi

Shemtov a message to be read at the official lighting
Y in Lafayette Park. Participants depart the Oval

$fp SU\ Office.

IV. REMARKS

Brief talking points attached.
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¢...Chanukah, the Festival of Lights, recalls
the victory — more than 2100 years ago — of a
militarily weak but spiritually strong Jewish peo-
ple over the mighty forces of a ruthless enemy
that had overrun the Holy Land and threatened
to engulf the land and its people in darkness.

The miraculous victory—culminating with the
rededication of the Sanctuary in Jerusalem and
the rekindling of the Menorah which had been
desecrated and extinguished by the enemy—has
been celebrated annually ever since during
these eight days of Chanukah, especially by
lighting the Chanukah Menorah, also as a sym-
bol and message of the triumph of freedom over
oppression, of spirit over matter, of light over
darkness.

It is a timely and reassuring message, for the
forces of darkness are ever present. Moreover,
the danger does not come exclusively from out-
side; it often lurks close to home, in the form of
insidious erosion of time-honored values and
principles that are the foundation of any decent
human society. Needless to say, darkness is not
chased away by brooms and sticks, but by illu-
mination, Our Sages said, “A little light expels a
lot of darkness’’

The Chanukah Lights remind us in a most
obvious way that illumination begins at home,
within oneself and one’s family, by increasing
and intensifying the light of the Torah and
Mitzvos in the everyday experience, even as the
Chanukah Lights are kindled in growing num-
bers from day to day. But though it begins at
home, it does not stop there. Such is the nature
of light that when one kindles a light for one’s
own benefit, it benefits also all who are in the
vicinity. Indeed, the Chanukah Lights are ex-
pressly meant to illuminate the “outside;” sym-
bolically alluding to the duty to bring light also to
those who, for one reason or another, still walk
in darkness. ..’

From a letter by
the Lubavitcher Rebbe
Rabbi Menachem M. Schneerson x vbw
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WASHINGTON

February 12, 1985

Dear Rabbi Shemtov:

It was a pleasure to greet you and your col-
leagues in the American Friends of Lubavitcher
when you came to the White House on the eve

of Hanukkah 1984, You were most kind to pre-
sent me with the beautiful silver menorah and

I truly appreciate the friendship that prompted
vour symbolic remembrance. May the light of
the menorah azlways be a source of strength

and inspiration to the Jewish people and to

all mankind.

With my heartfelt best wishes to you and
everyone who joined in this special gesture
of friendship,

Sincerely,

@‘“‘*"‘@‘a‘*

Rabbi Abraham Shemtov

National Director

American Priends of Lubavitcher
7622 Castor Avenue

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19152
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Wellsprings

“And G-d completed on the seventh day
His work which He had made.” On this
well-known verse (recited as part of the
Friday night Kiddush) Rashi comments
that the Al-mighty finished His “work of
creation” not before Shabbat, but a hait’s-
breadth into Shabbat. Why did the Al-
mighty choose to act in this way? What
teaching can we derive from this action?

Each of us is required to devote time
to Torah-study as far as his individual oc-
cupation permits. Some may fulfill their
obligation of Torah-study with only one
verse in the morning and another at

1. TALMUD-(TAANIS)

2. THE SEDRA ETC.

3. RAMBAM

4. CHASSIDIC INSIGHTS

5. A JEWISH VIEW OF

Torah reading with perti-
nent insights and instruc-
tions for modern-day use).

9. STUDIES FOR SENIORS

The Last Moment

Did you know ?

Sunday 9:15 a.m.
Tuesday Evening

Monday 10-11.30 a.m.

Every Evening
between Mincha &
Maariv

Every Monday
12.30 p.m. Room 558

Sunday 8-9.30 p.m.

Mon-Fri
9-11.00 a.m.

Rebbe

night, and there are other scholars of
whom it is demanded that they occupy
themselves with uninterrupted Torah
day and night. To such a scholar the
thought might occur, “Granted that I
must study more than the businessman,
because of the time | have available, but
why to such an extreme? He fulfills his
obligation with a verse by day and again
by night, vet if I occupy myself with
Torah for almost the entire day, is it so
terrible if I fail to learn and idle away just
a small “trifle” of time?!"

G-d did not create anything purpose-

sonal frame of mind.

Chabad House
33 Hatrley St.
Yeoville

Chassidim Shul
Hartow Rd.
At Wits University

402 Louis Botha

LIFE Ave.
6. TANYA - (A beginner's 8:30-9:30 p.m. 28 Eckstein 5t.
guide to this classic of Monday Observatory
Chabad philosophy).
7. HEBREW READING Monday 147 Morkel Rd.

7:30-8:30 p.m. Lyndhurst

8. TORAH TALKS - (A Monday 8:15 p.m. 45 Muller St.
summary of the weekly Yeoville

Chabad House,
33 Harley 5t.
Yeoville

A Thought on Torah-study - for Shavuoth — by the Lubavitcher

Torah Academy Shul
Torah Academy Shul

Torah Academy Shul

less in the universe. Time, too, is a crea-
tion; every smallest instant of time has
a particular, meaningful purpose for
which it was created. If a person willful-
Iy wastes a moment of time, which G-d
brought into being for him to spend for
a specific purpose, it is indeed a crime.
This was what the Al-mighty indicated
by ending creation a hair's-breadth into
Shabbat. He wanted to show us how pre-
cious every moment is, how vital it is to
make full use of every instant! As long
as there is a chance to engage in Torah-
study the opportunity should be fully uti-
lized, to the last possible moment.

That over 50 Shiurim are currently taking place in Lubavitch,
Johannesburg? If you'd like a comprehensive list call 648-1133.
In the meantime, pick one on this selected list to fit your per-

Beg. Men  Rabbi Y. Goldman
Adv. Men Rabbi L. Weinberg
Women Rabbi Y. Hecht
Men Rabbi Y. Kesselman
Men Rotating Rabbis
Men & Rabbi Y. Hecht
Women '
Men & Rabbi Kesselman
Women

Men Rabbi M. Abraham
Men & Rabbi A. Carlebach
Women

Women Mrs. M. Lipskar
Men Rabbi C. Galperin

Shavuoth commemorates the giving of the Torah. It's a time to make a commitment to study Torah,
COMING SOON!

THE TEN
COMMANDMENTS

AN EVENT FOR OLD AND YOUNG!!

3,297 years ago, G-d gave the Torah fo the Jewish
peoplye at Mf?Sinai — on the Holiday of Shavuot.

The Lubavitcher Rebbe x-v>yw urges you to

be there again this year on Shavuot (May 26-27)
by being at a Synagogue when the Ten Com-
mandments are read from the Holy Torah on Sun-
~ day morning (May 26) and that all children, even
Y tiny infants, be there with youl

® PARENTS: BRING YOUR CHILDREN!
® CHILDREN: BRING YOUR PARENTS!
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VI.

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 10, 1985

Photo Opportunity with the
American Friends cf the Lubavitch

DATE: December 11, 1985
LOCATION: Oval Office

TIME: i0:50 a.m,

FROM: LINDA CHAVEZ

PURPOSE

To demonstrate your support of the free expression of
the observance cof Hanukkah, by accepting a menorah,
similar to the National Menorah situated in Lafayette
Park.

BACKGROUND

Orthodox Jews are the most supportive element of the
Jewish community and the Lubavitchers are the only ocnes
to actively support all of your dcocmestic initiatives.
This presentation is in observance ©f the lighting of
the National Menorah which will take place later in the
day in Lafayette Park.

PARTICIPANTS

Rakbi 2Abrzham Shemtov, Executive Director, American
Friends of the TLubavitch and four Lubavitch Rabbis.

Linda Chavez, Deputy Assistant to the President and
Director of Fublic Liaison.

PRESS PLAN

White House Photographer

SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

10:50 a.m. - Linda Chavez introduces you to your
guests as they enter the Oval 0ffice. Rabbi Shemtov
Presents to yvou the mencrah. You thank him for the
menorah and wish your guests a Happy Hanukkah.

10:55 a., m, Participants depart the Oval Office.

REMARES

Brief talking points attached.



SUGGESTED TALKING POINTS

Thank you for the menorah.

I am delighted to hear that again this year the American
Friends of the Lubavitch are responsible for the National
Menorah in Lafayette Park. The menorah's flames symbolize
the faith in God that undergirds the values of our

nation's Judeo-Christian heritage.

My best wishes for a Happy Hanukkah.



THE WHITE HOUSLE

WASHINGTON

February 3, 1986

Dear Rabbi Shemtov:

It was a pleasure greeting you and your
fellow rabbis when you came to the White
House, prior to the lighting of the
National Menorah. I truly valued accept=-
ing the menorah from you on the occasion

of the observance of Hanukkah, and the
support of the Orthodox Jewish community
means more than I can say. Your symbolic
gift is a treasured remembrance of friend-
ship from the American Friends of Lubavitch.

Nancy joins me in sending you and the
members of your organization our warm best
wishes.

Sincerely,

(2 ovana

Rabbi Abraham Shemtov

National Director

American Friends of Lubavitch
7622 Caster Avenue

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19152








