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Pelton’s Trial: Prosecution and Con viction Without Damaging Disclosure

By JOHN H. CUSHMAN Jr.
Special to The New York Times

BALTIMORE, June 5 — The conviction of

Ronald W. Pelton, a former National Se-
curity Agency employee, was achieved with-
out the Government’s ever disclosing pre-
cisely what secrets he was accused of hand-
ing the Soviet Union.
i In fact, even the Government
does not know the full extent of
the damage; Mr. Pelton has
been protected from interroga-
tion since his arrest, and this
situation will prevail while his
conviction is being appealed.

While United States officials have dis-
closed some previously classified details
about certain operations of the agency, which
intercepts and analyzes foreign nations’ mili-
tary communications, the extent of harm
those operations have suffered remains un-
certain.

Evidently, however, the security agency
beheves the Russians obtained encyclopedic
.' -vails of the signals the agency was collect-
ing. 1

News
Analysis

Former senior intelligence officials there-
fore characterize the damage in this case as
“extraordinary’’ even as they assert that the
agency has begun to recover. By and large,
they say that having the information dis-
cussed in a public trial has not damaged the
agency further because the Government was
able to contain the extent of the revelations.

‘Excellent Example,” Prosecutor Says

Assistant United States Attorney John D.
Douglass, who prosecuted Mr. Pelton, called
the case ‘“‘an excellent example’ of how to
prosecute spies without revealing too many
secrets.

Witnesses from the agency, which is usu-
ally the most discreet of espionage organiza-
tions, testified bluntly that Mr. Pelton had ac-
cess to extremely sensitive information re-
garding many of the nation’s most secret in-
telligence efforts. Mainly through testimony
about Mr. Pelton’s own admissions to Fed-
eral agents last year, the prosecution at-
tempted to prove that he relayed much of
what he knew to Russian agents in two exten-
sive meetings in Vienna in 1980 and 1983.

But just what he told them and just how

harmful the disclosures were remain unde-
termined.

“We do not have to prove that any ships
were sunk, or that any cities were bombed,”’
a prosecuting attorney, Robert McDonald,
said in closing arguments this week. But Na-
tional Security Agency officials testified that
even on the basis of partial disclosures, the
Soviet Union would be able to thwart Amer-
ican efforts that had been developed at a cost
of hundreds of millons of dollars.

The Opportunity for the Russians

The jury apparently decided it did not need
to know which projects may have been com-
promised. Still, the prosecution’s case em-
phasized that any meetings he held with Rus-
sian agents presented the Russians with with
a golden opportunity to learn precise details
of the most closely held United States intelli-
gence methods.

The trial an. clated news reports offering

additional details on the agency’s intelli-
gence efforts highlighted a single N.S.A. pro-

gram to intercept a key communications link
that carried details of the Soviet Union’s mili-
tary movements, plans and capabilities.

But Mr. Pelton dealt with this project in its
infancy and lost his special permission he
once held to work on the project years before
he left the agency in 1979.

For the Soviet Union, far more valuable in-
formation might have been obtained through
a 60-page document written by Mr. Pelton in
1978,. the Signals Parameters File. William
P. Crowell, the N.S.A. official in charge of in-
terceptions, described the Pelton document
as ‘“a compendium or a collection of techni-
cal information about the signals, about,
many of the Soviet signals that the U.S. col-
lects.”

Tracking and Analyzing

Mr. Crowell’s description of the document
revealed, without discussing particular sig-
nals, exactly how the N.S.A. tracks and ana-
lyzes the Soviet communications the agency
deems most valuable for intelligence pur-
poses. Mr. Pelton was described repeatedly
at the trial as a man with an excellent memo-
ry.

The N.S.A. cannot rest easy believing that
Mr. Pelton, the author of this report, twice

spent three or four days in Vienna providing
written answers to questiomns written by a
Soviet operative.

The document he wrote, Mir. Crowell testi-
fied, lists for each of about 60 Soviet signals
the frequency range, the “manner in which
the information is applied to the signal,”’
whether the signal was sent by local conver-
sations, computerized or pictures. the iden-
tity of the Russians who sent and received the
signals, the ‘‘features of the signal that can
be used to discriminate it from signals of the
same type,”’ and ‘‘a very general description
of the form of encryption,” if any, of the sig-

" nal.

A typical signal discussed in the file, car-
ried communications from the highest level
of the Soviet command down to the next high-
est level, Government witnesses said.

What the N.S.A. needs to know, and what
nobody but his attorney has been allowed to'
ask Mr. Pelton since the day he was arrested,
is how much he told the Russians about this
and the other signals he once monitored so
closely.

Spy Telling of Israeli Operations

Israelis Accused in Case

- Within U.S., Leading Aides Say

¢
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ceived selective cooperation,” he said
in the interview. “I don’t want to get
into that because of more ahead.” He
described the lack of cooperation as
“‘disappointing but, considering the na-
ture of intelligence gathering, it’s
really not surprising.’’

A spokesman for the Israeli Em-
bassy here, Yossi Gal, said he would
not respond to Mr. Webster’s com-
ments. Instead, he repeated an em-
bassy statement last week insisting
that ““full cooperation regarding the
Pollard affair has been and is continu-
ing.”

“The Pollard affair was an unauthor-
ized deviation from the Israeli policy of
not conducting any espionage activities
in the United States,”” he said.

Using words harsher than Mr. Web-
ster’s, Justice Department officials
vowed today to conduct a widespread
investigation of allegations that the es-
pionage operation involving Mr. Pol-
lard was much larger than originally
reported.

A senior department official who
asked not to be identified strongly indi-
cated that information from Mr. Pol-
lard might lead to criminal charges
against Israeli officials. ‘“Don’t as-
sume anything about this case,”” he
said.

Lasting Impact Not Expected

Another Administration official said
he believed the case, which has
strained American-Israeli ties, would
not have a lasting effect on the relation-
ship between the two longtime allies.

“In the long run it shouldn’t do
harm,” he said. ‘“We need Israel as a
strong force in the Middle East. We

have pledged to maintain their inde-
pendence, their viability; we won’t
shirk on that or anything else.”

Officials at the Justice Department
said that no arrests were imminent in
the espionage investigation. “We’re in
aninvestigative phase for a while,’”’ one
said, explaining that prosecutors were
still analyzing information provided by
Mr. Pollard.

‘““His promise of cooperation was
broad, not narrow,’’ the official said.
‘“To the extent he has knowledge of
other activities, we will want to hear of
2

Pollard Role Puzzling

Law-enforcement agents say they
are still puzzling over the decision by
Israeli officials to recruit Mr. Pollard
for espionage. .

“I think a lot of people were sur-
prised because it didn’t fit the pattern
of Israeli intelligence,’” Mr. Webster
said. “The utilization of Pollard was
unusual.”

Mr. Pollard, who is Jewish, was de-
scribed by some acquaintances as out-
spoken, occasionally zealous in his sup-
port of Israel, which could have made
him an obvious suspect in an espionage
investigation involving intelligence
about the Middle East.

Under the agreement with prosecu-
tors, Mr. Pollard pleaded guilty to one
count of espionage. Although the crime
can result in life imprisonment, the
Justice Department waived its right to
request the maximum punishment.
Mrs. Pollard, 26, faces up to 10 years in |
prison.

It is not clear which Israelis might
face criminal charges. Among those

.named as Mr. Pollard’s co-conspira-
tors was Rafael Eitan, described by Is-
raeli sources as the leader of the spy

- ring.

The New York Times/Paul Hosefros

William H. Webster, Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, at his
office. He said Israeli assistance in espionage investigation was limited.

The Israeli Government reportedly
removed Mr. Eitan from his post as
leader of the Defense Ministry Liaison
. Bureau for Scientific Affairs after Mr.
Pollard’s arrest last November.

A Justice Department official who
asked not to be identified said that Mr.
Eitan was not protected by diplomatic
immunity, although his extradition
from Israel might be difficult if not im-
possible.

Also named as conspirators were an
Israeli Air Force colonel, a science
attaché in the Israeli consulate in New

York, and a secretary in the Israeli
Embassy here. Joseph E. diGenova,
the United States Attorney in Washing-
ton who is the chief prosecutor in the
case, has not ruled out prosecution of
the Israelis.

In court papers, prosecutors have
said that Israeli officials asked Mr.
Pollard to gather classified satellite
photographs and other intelligence ma-
terial related to Israel’s defense.
Beginming in 1984, Mr. Pollard said, he
provided them with stacks of material
gathered from a Navy facility in Mary-
land.

Rafael Eitan

Rafael Eitan, a 58-year-old veteran
of the shadowy world of Israel’s se-
cret services, is a former chief of
operations of Mossad, Israel’s
equivalent of the Central Intelligence
Agency. He also served as an adviser
on terrorism to Prime Ministers
Menachem Begin and Yitzhak
Shamir.

Mr. Eitan, who was born in the kib-
butz Ein Harod, first engaged in clan-
destine activities in what was then
Palestine as a member of the Jewish
underground force known as the
Palmach, a forerunner of what be-
came the Israel Defense Forces with
the establishment of the Jewish state
in 1948.

He served in the Israeli Army as an
officer, rising to the rank of major,
before leaving to join the Mossad in
1954. In 1960, as a Mossad agent, Mr.
Eitan participated in the kidnapping
of Adolf Eichmann in Buenos Aires
and smuggling him to Israel where he
was tried and hanged.

Mr. Eitan left Mossad in 1976 when
Ariel Sharon, then security adviser to
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, in-
vited him to serve as his deputy. Mr.
Eitan joined the Herut Party and was
elected to its central committee.

When the Likud bloc, which in-
cluded Herut, won the parliamentary
elections in 1977 and took over the .
Government, Mr. Eitan returned to
his specialty of intelligence as an ad-
viser on counterterrorism in Prime
Minister Begin’s office. «

In 1981, Mr. Eitan was appointed as
the head of the Bureau of Scientific
Affairs, a small intelligence unit
charged with gathering scientific in-
formation. It was in this post that he
purportedly became involved in the
Jonathan Jay Pollard spy case.

When the Pollard affair became ex-
posed, the Israeli Government dis-
missed Mr. Eitan from the scientific

intelligence post and the bureau was
broken up. The Government then ap-
pointed Mr. Eitan as chairman of the
board of Israel Chemicals, one of the
biggest state-owned industrial con-
cerns in the country.

Irit Exb

Irit Erb was a secretary to the sci-
ence attaché in the Israeli Embassy
in Washington. She may have been an
Israeli student who was working part
time for the embassy. She returned to
Israel immediately after Mr. Pol-
lard’s exposure as a spy.

Joseph Yagur

Joseph Yagur was the consul for
scientific affairs at the Israeli consui-
ate in New York City from 1980 until
his return to Israel immediately after
Mr. Pollard’s exposure as a spy. He is
an engineer by training and is in his
early 40’s. Before coming to New
York, he held several unspecified
jobs in the Israeli Defense Ministry
and also worked at the Bureau of
Scientific Affairs.

Aviem Sella

Aviem Sella was a colonel in the Is-
raeli Air Force when he purportediy
became involved with Mr. Pollard in
1984. A senior fighter pilot and consid-
ered one of Israel’s leading younger
officers, Colonel Sella was promoted
to brigadier general and put in charge
of one of the largest Air Force bases
in Israel, in the Negev desert. Geri-
eral Sella was a graduate student ai
New. York University in 1984 and
earned a business degree that year
from its School of Business Adminis-
tration.

Israel’'s Spies: Who Controls Them?

By THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN

Special to The New York Times

JERUSALEM, June 5 — The guilty
plea entered Wednesday by a United
States Navy analyst to charges of
spying for Israel, coupled with the lat-
est domestic intelligence scandal in-
side Israel, has raised some questions

i among Israeli officials
and political specialists
about who is in control of
Israel’s intelligence serv-
ices.

The specialists say it is
difficult to decide which is worse: to
believe the Israeli Government’s ex-
planations that what took place in both
the American and Israeli spy scandals
was done without the knowledge of the
political echelon, or not to believe the
explanations and to assume that in both
cases the politicians have not been to-
tally candid about their involvement.

“There is no doubt that there is a
very basic probiem here of control of
the intelligence services,” said Nahum
Barnea, editor of Koteret Rasheet, Is-
rael’s leading political weekly.

Israeli officials had little reaction to-
day to the guilty plea entered by the
Navy intelligence analyst, Jonathan
Jay Pollard, to a charge of selling clas-
sified documents to Israel. Mr., Pol-
lard’s wife, Anne Henderson Pollard,
pleaded guilty to two lesser offenses.
Four Israelis, including an Air Force
officer, were named as co-conspirators
but were not indicted.

Justice Department Criticized

Israeli officials said nothing dis-
closed in court Wednesday contra-
dicted their statement, made after Mr.
Pollard was arrested last November,
that the Pollard affair involved an ‘“‘un-
authorized” operation mounted by a
small group of intelligence officials.

A senior Israeli official said Israel
believed that elements in the United
States Justice Department ‘‘are trying
to blow the whole business out of pro-
portion.”’ §

‘“ We cooperated fully with the Amer-
ican investigators in this matter and
have nothing more to say,”’ he added.

After an internal ‘‘investigation”
mounted by Prime Minister Shimon
Peres, Foreign Minister Yitzhak |
Shamir and Defense Minister Yitzhak
Rabin, Israeli officials said last
November that the Pollard espionage
ring was a ‘‘rogue’”’ operation run by
Rafi Eitan, without the knowledge or
approval of his superiors.

| News
Analysis

An Adviser on Terrorism

Mr. Eitan, a former chief of opera-
tions of the Mossad, Israel’s foreign in-
telligence service, had served as an ad-
viser on terrorism to Prime Minister
Menachem Begin and to Mr. Shamir
when he was Prime Minister. Mr.
Eitan was also appointed in 1981 as the
head of the Bureau of Scientific Af-

fairs, a small intelligence unit charged
with gathering scientific information.
Israeli and American officials say it
is not inconceivable that Mr. Eitan,
who had a substantial budget and a
reputation for independence, could
have engaged in an unauthorized

operation.
However, evidence produced in
Wednesday’s indictment suggests

otherwise. The fact that Mr. Eitan was
able to use an Israeli Air Force colonel,
Aviam Sella, in his espionage operation
in the United States suggests that the
operation may not have been limited to
Mr. Eitan’s intelligence operation.

The Israeli Air Force is probably the
most tightly controlled bureacracy in
Israel. While it is not inconceivable
that Colonel Sella was enlisted by Mr.
Eitan without telling his superiors,
political specialists here said, it does
not seem likely.

Denials by Defense Chiefs

Both Moshe Arens, who was Defense
Minister when Mr. Pollard was recruit-
ed, and Mr. Rabin denied knowing that
a senior air force pilot was being used
in an unauthorized espionage opera-
tion, which would mean a serious
breach in controls.

Moreover, since returning from his
period of study in the United States,
Colonel Sella was promoted to briga-
dier general and put in charge of one of
the largest air force bases in Israel.
The idea that the Israeli Air Force
would hand over such responsibility to
a man who was involved for more than
a year in a puportedly unauthorized es-
pionage operation strains believability,
Israeli analysts said.

Also, although the Israeli Govern-
ment dismissed Mr. Eitan and broke
up his agency after the Pollard affair
was exposed, it later gave Mr. Eitan
the job of chairman of the board of Is-
rael Chemicals, the nation’s largest
state-owned industrial organization.

How could Israel reward a spy who
had, in the Government’s own words,
violated the basic rules of Israeli intel-
ligence gathering?

Israeli Official Replaced

Officials here ascribe it to the fact
that Mr. Eitan had some powerful sup-
porters in the Israeli Cabinet, particu-
larly Ariel Sharon, the Minister of In-
dustry and Commerce, and the fact
that Mr. Eitan had been a ‘“‘loyal and
courageous”’ intelligence officer for
many years and no one wanted to
“throw him to the dogs.”

Mr. Pollard’s guilty plea followed
closely on the heels of the disclosure in
Israel that its former Attorney Gen-
eral, Yitzhak Zamir, had amassed evi-
dence suggesting that Avraham
Shalom, the head of Israel’s domestic
intelligence service, the Shin Beth,

might have ordered the killing of two

captured Palestinians bus hijackers in’

April 1984 and then covered up the mur-
ders before two different Government
commissions of inquiry. Mr. Zamir,
who went against the Israeli Cabinet’s
wishes in ordering a criminal investi-
gation of Mr. Shalom, was replaced
last Sunday by Yosef Harish.

Like the Pollard affair, the Shin Beth
case raises questions about the politi-
cians’ judgement and control over the
intelligence community. Israeli press
reports say that while Mr. Shamir gave
some kind of approval to the Shin Beth
leadership to cover up their alleged in-
volvement in the murder of the bus hi-
jackers, Mr. Arens, the Defense Minis-
ter at the time, did not know anything
about it. Mr. Shamir has denied any
wrongdoing in the case.

Mr. Peres, who replaced Mr. Shamir
as Prime Minister in September 1984,
apparently found out about the pur-
ported cover-up last November, when
three Shin Beth officials went to him
with the story. Mr. Peres chose not to
inform Mr. Zamir, the former Attorney
General, but sided instead with Mr.
Shalom because he apparently be-
lieved the three underlings were trying
to mount what was in effect a coup
against the Shin Beth chief.

‘““Shamir is in the mess up to his
neck,”” said Mr. Barnea, the Koteret
Rasheet editor. ‘‘Peres is only into it up
to his knees.”

Mr. Peres’s ability to restrain the
Shin Beth now that the affair has been
exposed has come into question. Ac-
cording to political sources, the top 9 or
10 officials in the Shin Beth have noti-
fied the Prime Minister that if he goes
ahead with an investigation of their or-
ganization they will resign, leaving it
without leadership and leaving Mr.
Peres open to charges of having
stripped Israel of its main shield
against terrorism.

A Narrow Security Margin

Every democratic government has
found it difficult at times to control its
intelligence services. But Israel seems
to have suffered this problem more
than most, particularly recently.

““One reason,’’ said Shlomo Avineri,
a political theorist at Hebrew Universi-
ty, “is that because the security mar-
gin here is so narrow it sometimes
pushes Israel, more than other demo-
cratic societies, into hard choices.””

Moreover, Mr. Avineri said, Israel
has a tradition of individualism and in-:
dependence of action in military mai-
ters. “When it goes right you have na-
tional heroes,” he said. “When it goes
wrong, you have catastrophes.”

Israeli political specialists also note
that Israel has been plagued by weak
governments over the last few years.

“The kind of governments we have
had in the past few years do not
produce a unity of command,”” Mr.
Avineri said.

INDIANA CHILD IS RESCUED FROM ROOF: David
Stout, a firefighter, edging across a roof toward safety
yesterday after rescuing Michael J. Kuntz, a 6-year-

30 minutes

Associated Press

old, in Richmond. The youngster had crawled out of an
upstairs window and became stranded on the ridge for
before

Mr. Stout reached him.

Drifter Is Found Guilty of Killing a Seattle Family

Special to The New York Times

SEATTLE, June 5 — Rejecting an in-
sanity plea, jurors found David Morse
Rice guilty of aggravated murder to-
day in the killing of Charles Goldmark
and his family, a murder the prosecu-
tors said was based on a generation-old
political smear.

After a seven-day trial in King
County Superior Court, the jury took
four hours to find Mr. Rice guilty in the
fatal bludgeoning and stabbing Dec. 24
of Mr. Goldmark, 41 years old, a Seat-
tlelawyer, his wife, Annie, 43, and their
sons, Colin, 10, and Derek, 12.

Mr. Rice, in a tape-recorded confes-
sion that was played to the jury, said he
killed them because he thought they
were Communists. Mr. Goldmark was
the attorney for the Washington state
Democratic Party and a delegate to the
1984 Democratic convention for Sena-
tor Gary Hart of Colorado.

Mr. Rice,27, is a drifter and unem-
ployed steelworker. The jury will de-
cide next whether he must be executi-
ed; the penalty phase of the trial opens
Monday.

Charles Goldmark’s father, John
Goldmark, was a state legislator whose
political career ended in 1963 aiter a
newspaper accused him of being a
Communist. John Goldmark sued for
libel and won. The 23-year-old allega-

tion, prosecutors say, was the basis of

Mr. Rice’s belief that the younger
Goldmarks were Communists.

William Downing, the King County
Deputy Prosecutor, told the jury Mr.
Rice was ‘‘an avowed racist, anti-Sem-
ite and anti-Communist who spoke of
going to Nicaragua as a mercenary.’’

On the tape, recorded by the police
Dec. 26, the day of his arrest, Mr. Rice
said he had planned for six months to
kill the Goldmarks: ‘I knew what I
was doing. I knew I was going to kill the
Goldmarks.” On the tape, he told,
among other things, of puncturing the
victims’ heads with a kitchen knife be-
cause they had yet died of his blows
with = laundering iron.

On Killing the Children

He said he had not expected to find
children at i{ic nome, but once he
opened the door, he said he thought:
“I’m in it now. I have to go through
with it.”” Asked by detectives for his
motive, he said he had financial and
political reasons. “I was facing termi-
nal unemployment,”” said Mr. Rice,
who had been out of workk about - vear.
He took $14 and a2 bank card from ...»
Goldmark household.

M_r. Rice was quoted by detectives as
s:llymg, ‘“The children — I didn’t expect
them.”

Mr. Rice’s attorney, Anthony Sav-
age, said in his closing remarks that “‘a
mental disease, a defect is at the root of
the problem.”

A defense witness, Kenneth Musca-
tel, who is a psychologist, said Mr. Rice
was sane at the time of the killings. Mr.
Downing, the prosecutor, told the jury
that Mr. Rice believed in ‘‘an interna-
tional conspiracy”’ of Jewish bankers,
the Federal Reserve Board and Com-
munists, and that the Goldmarks
“were the top Communists” in the
area.

Pentagon to Buy Two 747’s
To Replace Reagan’s Planes

WASHINGTON, June 5(AP) — The
Pentagon said today that it would buy
two Boeing 747 jumbo jets to replace
the aging Boeing 707’s used as Air
Force One, the Presidential aircraft.
Congressional approval of the pur-
chase is pending

Acting Air Force Secretary Edward
C. Aldridge Jr. selected the four-engine
747 in competition between Boeing and
McDonnell Douglas, which had hoped
its three-engine DC-10 would become
the new White House jetliner.









