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Leonard E. Greenberg
999 Quaker Lane South
West Hartford, CT 06110

January 29, 1986

Ms. Linda Chavez

Assistant to the President
Director for Public Liaison

The White House

Wwashington, D.C.

Dear Linda:

Pirst of all, let me extend my warm support and congratulate
you for your decision to run for Senator from the State of
Maryland. I certainly hope that we will have the pleasure
of greeting Senator Chavez in the near future,

Let me call to your attention by means of this letter, what
I feel is a paramount necessity regarding the Administration
and Vice President George Bush. His recent comments of
encouragement to the Moral Majority and his association with
their programs brings great concern to the Jewish community
regarding just where the Administration lies on these
sensitive issuc.. This problem you know only too well.

I think it is incumbent that George Bush have a platform in
which he can speak more "evenhandedly" and such a platform
will exist in Hartford on Thursday, November 20, 1986 when
the Jewish Theological Seminary will be celebrating its
100th Anniversary before the citizens of the Jewish
community in the State of Connecticut. It should be a

splendid, well attended event and an ideal opportunity to
speak out on those issues to which I refer.

Furthermore, I personally will be honored there for a grant
my wife and I made to a 10 year program at the Seminary
dealing with sensitive social problems. Your help in
encouraging his participation in that affair as our keynote
speaker would be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

-
s,

August 11, 1986

Dear Mr., Meed:

—
I did ask the Vice President's office if there was any chance of
his attending-the Statue of Liberty Island event. Unfortunately,
he will be on the road, and, therefore, unable to participate.

Have you considered the Secretary of Interior Hodel? I think he
would be appropriate for the occasion - both because of his ’
position and his strong feelings about the issue.
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I look forward-to meeting you soon.

Sincerely,

=~ A

- Max Green
Associate Director, Office of
Public Liaison

Mr. Benjamin Meed - -
President
American Gathering/Federation
of Jewish Holocaust Survivors
122 West 30th Street
Suite 205
New York, N.Y. 10001 *






OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT

WASHINGTON

July 16, 1986

. Mr. Benjamin Meed

President

American Gathering/Federation
of Jewish Holocaust Survivors

122 West 30th Street

Suite 205

New York, New York 10001

Dear Mr.. Meed:

Thank' you for your letter of July 1, 1986 inviting the
Vice President to attend the celebration of "Forty Years
of our New Life" on September 7, 1986.

Unfortunately, prior commitments will prevent the Vice
President from jolning you. He would, however, like to
take this opportunity to express his appreciation for
your thoughtful invitation and to extend his Lest wishes
for a memorable day.

Sincerely,

o Debead () At

Deborah J. Hutton
Deputy Assistant to the Vice President
P for Scheduling












Challenges Facing the Survivor Community

By Benjamin Meed

in Philadelphia, but its dark clouds could not

diminish the glow of our being together, nor
obscure our achievements. From the opening event at
the Holocaust Monument to the closing moment of
the Assembly when survivors stood solemnly for a
minute of silence — 10,000 of us and our children —
surrounded by thousands of Philadelphians, were
united in our feelings of dismay at the President’s
statements,

The spectre of Bitburg hung over the Gathering

But in a way, the events surrounding Bitburg under-
scored the importance of our work and efforts. Survi-
vors and their children took the leadership in pro-
testing President Reagan’s action and the Jewish
community followed our lead.

The American Gathering has been in the forefront
of the struggle and, on Bitburg day, as members of the
second generation held a solemn demonstration at
Bergen-Belsen, survivors gathered in military ceme-
teries throughout the country — culminating in the
national ceremony at Arlington Cemetery in Wash-
ington, D.C.

As the events of the past months are assessed and
absorbed into our consciousness, it will become clear
that there is much work for us to do. Only a forceful,
united, national survivor organization could have
summoned the moral courage and the determination
to carry our message to the White House, Congress
and the media.

In Philadelphia, for the first time, all survivors orga-
nizations were united under one umbrella — the
American Gathering and Federation — a national or-
ganization with a democratically elected leadership,
sustained by the enthusiastic backing of the survivors
and the second generation as well as the community
at large.

The American Gathering has become a member-
ship organization. Each survivor and every child of
survivors will be asked to join and to support our
program. The financial strength will enable us to con-
tinue our work effectively.

This summer, the American Gathering has spon-
sored and financed a Holocaust study program at
Ghetto Fighters’ House in Israel for 30 U.S. teachers.
Upon their return, these teachers will convey to their
students in the public schools what they learned in
Israel. So, through our program, more than 5,000 stu-
dents will receive a Holocaust education. It is our aim

to include in our intensive seminar a greater number
of teachers each year, so that more children from all
over the country will gain from this experience.

Another important project we are working on is the
National Register of Jewish Holocaust Survivors
which now contains some 55,000 names. It has be-
come the foundation of a major archive on the life of
the survivors. It will tell the miraculous story of our
rebirth in the land of freedom and will document not
only our sorrow, but what we have done with our
new lives.

It is imperative that all survivors and their children
have their names recorded in the National Register for
history, documentation and research.

As living witnesses to a once rich, vibrant culture of
European Jewry, we are committed to preserving the
values of a world that is no longer. As to the Holo-
caust, we continue the work of commemoration, edu-
cation and the recording of the destruction of our
people.

Over the next few years, it will be our obligation to
document the third stage of our experience — the
journey from death and enslavement to a productive
new life. Only we can fulfill this obligation to history
and the future.

Forty years have passed since our liberation. These
were difficult years of rebuilding our shattered lives.
Not all of us were fortunate enough to have the re-
sources to prepare for retirement. Many of us are
alone and need help.

We must develop plans for helping those survivors
in need. In the metropolitan New York area alone,
more than 2,000 survivors are on welfare. There are
others in similar circumstances throughout the

country.

On a personal note — in Philadelphia, I was privi-
leged to have been elected president of the American
Gathering and Federation. I pledge to you that I shall
spare no personal effort on behalf of the Gathering so
that when we meet again in 1987, the survivors and
their organizations will be at the core of the American
Jewish experience.

Our voice can have its true power only when we
speak collectively and each of us in our home commu-
nity must act for the benefit of the entire community.
We have an obligation to remember. Let us do it
together!

































Holocaust survivors swear ‘n

Victims of Nazi persecution
gathered at the Philadelphia
Civic Center to tell their stories
and to make sure that the

v =11 never forgets their pain

By TRICIA OBESTER
Yoriaown H.S.
Arlington, . Va.
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Children lead thousands

in Holocaust observance

Associated Press
PHILADELPHIA — Children bearing plac-
ards with the names of Jewish communities
wiped out during World War II led thousands of
people in a march Sunday as American survi-
vors of the Holocaust remembered their dead.
—arch followed a memorial serivice

computer. containing the names of 55,000 Holo-
caust survivors living in the United States, to
help people find those lost during' World War II.

The marchers first gathered at the Monu-
ment to the Six Million Jewish Martyrs, a twist-
ed, black stone sculpture that reaches to the sky
with limbs protruding and hands with knives
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Reagan’s Trip Dismays

Survivors of Holocaust
Canceling Visit to German Cemetery Urged

By Kathy Sawyer

Washington Fost Staff Writer

PHILADELPHIA, April 22—
“For Ronald Reagan, I want to say
only one thing,” said Emil Farben,
83, in halting English. “When 1
wake up in the night, I still see the
blood running down my son’s face,
where the SS shot him before my
eyes.”

The annual gathering of Holo-
caust survivors is always an “emo-
tional kaleidoscope,” as one called it
today. For Farben and many others
here, it is complicated this year by
their anguish over the president’s
planned trip to the cemetery in Bit-
burg, West Germany, where some
Nazi SS soldiers are buried.

Signs printed hastily in Magic
Marker appeared around the Sur-
vivors Village at the Civic Center
today, urging: “Call the White
House. Tell President Reagan, ‘Bit-
burg is not his place.’” No honor to
S.S. Make one phone call. Tell a
friend.” "

But the gathering's sponsors dis-
tanced themselves from such orga-
nized protests aimed at the presi-
dent and said that they had sent a
telegram today thanking him for his
recent help in evacuating Ethiopian
Jews to Israel. They said that they
did not want the controversy over
Reagan’s planned visit to the cem-
etery to obscure the gathering’s
purpose or their love fcr America.

“l am not a man of threat,” said
Benjamin Meed, president of the
American Gathering and Federation
of Jewish Holocaust Survivors. “I
personally am not going to lead this
organization to threaten anybody

.. We will never be a political
organization,”

But Menachem Z. Rosensaft, who
helped found the International Net-
work of Children of Jewish Holo-
caust Survivors, called Sunday. for
death-camp survivors, their chil-
dren, and American war veterans to
“be waiting” for the president at the
gates of Bitburg,
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The Second Generation’s demonstration at Belsen on May 5 was the most powerful response to President
Reagan’s Bitburg visit. The extent of its impact and significance is reflected in the following lead editorial published in

The Boston Globe on May 7, 1985:

Reagan’s desecration . . .

Minutes after President Reagan’s helicopter had lifted
him out of Bergen-Belsen, about 50 people were allowed
to enter the grounds. They were survivors of the death
camps and the children of survivors. While Reagan and
Chancellor Helmut Kohl were making their visit and
giving their speeches, the unofficial delegation had been
kept out of sight of the cameras.

When they were finally permitted to visit the place-

where their mothers, fathers, sisters and brothers had
perished, they had to reconcile the past and the present,
the old memories of corpses strewing the earth and the
new experience of having the White House staff prevent
them from praying for their murdered families in the
presence of the President.

Menachem Rosensaft, chairman of the International
Network of Children of Jewish Holocaust Survivors,
spoke to the small cluster of mourners. He said: “Never,
until today, has anyone dared to prevent survivors and
children of survivors from standing beside these mass
graves and this monument, while two politicians violate
their sanctity and every principle of decency by coming
here on their way to honoring the memory of the SS.”

If Reagan and Kohl spoke for their governments and
were motivated by the cold calculations of politics, then
Rosensaft was speaking for all the men, women and
children who were shot or starved or gassed by the
Nazis.

Rosensaft said that the visit to Bitburg by Reagan and

Kohl was “a desecration of the six million dead.” He was
right; it was a desecration.

Kalman Sultanik, a survivor of the Belsen camp and
now vice president of the World Jewish Congress, ex-
pressed the hope that Reagan would “correct his repug-
nant comparison of Nazi murderers with their victims.”
He was right; it was a repugnant comparison.

Serge Klarsfeld, who tracked down Klaus Barbie, the
Nazi official responsible for torturing and murdering
French Resistance fighters and for deporting Jewish chil-
dren to the concentration camps, took exception to Rea-
§an’s saying that one man — Hitler — was responsible

or murdering millions of Jews, Poles, Czechs, Russians,
Gypsies, homosexuals, socialists, Christians and demo-
crats. He was right; the Holocaust was not the crime of
one man.

Reagan in Germany spoke about reconciliation and
remembrance, and he concluded his talk at Bergen-Bel-
sen with the reverberating phrase, “Never again.” The
people who have his ear should now try to make him
understand the difference between reconciliation with
killers and reconciliation with the victims.

They should remind him of the shameful behavior of
US officials who turned Jewish refugees away from
sanctuary in America after the truth was known about
the Final Solution. They should tell him about the Nazi
criminals who went on the payroll of the US govern-
ment after the war — for reasons of state . . .

BERGEN-BELSEN Cont. from page 17

Jewish monument and the sing-
ing of Ani Maamin. Then,
Menachem Rosensaft — whose
father, the legendary Josef
Rosensaft, had been the leader
of the survivors of Bergen-Bel-
sen from the day of liberation in
1945 until his untimely death in
1975 — addressed the group in
both English and Yiddish.
“Never, until today, has any-
one dared to prevent survivors
and children of survivors from
standing beside these mass
graves and this monument,”
Rosensaft said, “while two politi-
cians violate their sanctity and
every principle of decency by
coming here on their way to
honoring the memory of the SS.

18

“President Reagan and Chan-
cellor Kohl know very well that
the SS were the ultimate person-
ification of Hitler’s nightmarish
regime, the ultimate embodi-
ment of evil, and still they insist
on honoring their memory.

“Today we say to Chancellor
Kohl that his attempt to describe
the Waffen SS as simple soldiers
is a perverse rewriting of history,
and we say to President Reagan
that his comparison of the SS or
any German soldiers to the vic-
tims of the Holocaust is morally
repugnant.

“President Reagan and Chan-
cellor Kohl have embarked on a
macabre tour, an obscene pack-
age deal, of Bergen-Belsen and
Bitburg. Today we say to them
that they can either honor the

memory of the victims of Belsen,
or they can honor the SS. They
cannot do both. And by entering
Bitburg, they desecrate the
memory of all those who were
murdered by the SS, and of all
those whom they pretended to
commemorate here at Belsen.”

Rosensaft’s speech was fol-
lowed by remarks by Kalman
Sultanik and Jack Eisner.
Sultanik observed that “Presi-
dent Reagan did for one hour
what has not been done in forty
years. He made Bergen-Belsen
‘Tudenfrei.”” Stephen Tencer,
who, like Rosensaft, was born in
Bergen-Belsen, recited the El
Mole Rachamim, and the cere-
mony concluded with the saying
of Kaddish and the singing of
the Partisan Hymn.
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-\7 ) Holocaust Memorial Center in Detroit

The Holocaust Memorial Center in Detroit is the ful-
fillment of a dream shared by Founder and Director
Rabbi Charles Rosenzveig and his fellow survivors of

the Holocaust. It was first
proposed twenty years
ago. Through two decades
of planning, community
support grew, and the
Center’s objectives ex-
panded beyond simply
creating a memorial. Those
objectives are stated on the
wall as you enter the
museum:

® To preserve the memory
of the 6,000,000 Jews
murdered in the
Holocaust.

® To preserve the history
of the 4,500 Jewish
communities destroyed
by the Nazis.

® To record the apathy of
the many who did noth-
ing and to honor those
who risked their lives to
save the Jews.

® To recall the cultural, so-
cial and religious rich-
ness of Jewish life in
Europe prior to the
Holocaust.

® To help future genera-
tions understand and di-
rect their lives toward an
open, free society.

Nearly 100,000 visitors
over the past seven
months, mostly non-Jews,
have come to view the
museum’s exhibits. Inside,

it isn’t a chamber of horrors, but a contemplative
shrine to the six million and to the survivors.

To be sure, there are the death camp films of walk-
ing skeletons and dead bodies piled like cordwood.
But the museum’s intimate design and use of tech-
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National Executive Board
to Meet in Detroit,
November 9-11, 1985

The National Executive Board of the newly
reorganized American Gathering and Federa-
tion of Jewish Holocaust Survivors will hold
its first conference in Detroit, Michigan, Nov-
ember 9-11- 1985.

The leaders of Detroit’s Holocaust Memorial
Center will be hosts of the conference which is
expected to be attended by hundreds of Board
members from throughout the country.

The host committee, under the chairman-
ship of Henry Dorfman, includes Alex Ehr-
man, Fred Ferber, Leon Halpern, Alex Karp,
Bernard Kent, Dr. Kristina Kochanowski, Dr.
John Mames, Abe Pasternak, Jack Seiderman,
Dr. and Mrs. Leo Shipko and Abraham
Weberman.

Rabbi Charles Rosenzveig, in extending the
formal invitation for the Detroit conference,
said, “The Holocaust Memorial Center which
has won international acclaim as a world-class
institution and as a standard to be emulated, is
a logical choice for the First National Planning
Conference. It will let the world know what
the survivors, and indeed the American com-
munity can and must do to perpetuate the
memory, the story, and the lessons of the
Holocaust.”

The following report about the Holocaust
Memorial Center is based on an article written
by Damon Darlin and published in the July 1,
1985 issue of The Wall Street Journal.

nology — such as video screens and computers inge-
niously force the visitor to dwell on why and how the
Germans destroyed the European Jewish community.

Only recently, as the

ranks of the survivors
have begun to dwindle
and as revisionists have
taken to claiming that the
Holocaust never occurred,
could Rabbi Rosenzveig, a
survivor himself, raise the
seven million dollars nec-
essary to create the center.

The Holocaust Memo-
rial Center exhibits were
designed by internation-
ally known museum de-
signer James Gardner of
London, England. He also
created the Museum of the
Diaspora in Tel Aviv.

A visitor’s journey back
into the Holocaust begins
in a darkened tunnel with
a Jewish lullaby in the
background. After only a
few steps, the peace is
shattered by the recorded
sound of Adolf Hitler rant-
ing about the master race.
And in the semi-darkness,
displays chronicle the rise
of Nazism and anti-Semi-
tism in Germany.

Around the corner is a
well-lit room. On one side
are displays of Jewish
achievement. They serve
as a counterpoint to the
other side: German anti-
Semitic propaganda and
photographs of the humil-
iations inflicted upon Jews
before World War II.

In the heart of the museum, more video screens
show German films of the camps. Illuminated by fire
— not of destruction, but from an eternal flame sym-
bolizing hope — a nearby bricked alcove contains the
story of the Warsaw Ghetto through its final uprising.



Josef Mengele — Unanswered Questions

The decision of the medical ex-
aminers in Sao Paulo that the bones
discovered in a grave, concealed for
seven years, are the remains of the
“Angel of Death” of Auschwitz does
not answer the questions asked by
Holocaust survivors. Our doubts
persist, and, therefore, there is an
urgent need for an international in-
vestigation to address the following
questions:

e How did Mengele manage to
escape?

e How was he able to live as a free
man for so long, traveling through-
out the world, meeting his son and
friends, receiving funds from the
family business and continuing his
activities without interruption or
discovery?

® Why didn’t the German prosecu-
tors uncover the available evidence
leading to Brazil 10 or 20 years ago?
® Who sheltered Mengele through-
out these years and will they escape

punishment for aiding and abetting
this notorious murderer?

e How many of his Nazi collabora-
tors are still free enjoying normal
lives?

There is nothing “alleged” about
Mengele’s crimes. His evil was a
unique horror, even among hard-
ened German Nazis.

He conducted cruel and inhuman
medical experiments on thousands
of innocents in the name of German
pseudo-science. He reveled in play-
ing God, choosing who shall live
and who shall die, by a wave of the
hand. He paraded around Au-
schwitz, selecting hundreds of
thousands for a torturous death,
glorifying the Nazi cause and his
major role in the “Final Solution.”
Millions of witnesses to Mengele’s
crimes are no longer here to testify,
but the ashes of Auschwitz are si-
lent testimony, and we have an ob-

ligation to remember.

We, the survivors of the Holo-
caust, would have preferred that he
face trial which would have served
humanity as a lesson and a warn-
ing. It violates our sense of justice
that he apparently died a free man
and will face ultimate justice in the
recesses of Hell — eluding the di-
rect judgment of a courtroom.

We ask that the German govern-
ment prohibit the transfer to Ger-
man soil of the remains currently
represented as belonging to Josef
Mengele so as to prevent his burial
site from becoming a shrine for
those who would like to continue
Mengele’s work.

The chapter of Mengele and his
numerous associates should not be
considered closed. We call on all
governments to continue relent-
lessly the ongoing efforts of bring-
ing these murderers to justice.
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Pictures and text document this symbol of Jewish re-
sistance to the Nazi terror. Outside the wall, there is
more evidence of Jewish resistance and its
consequences.

The Memorial Flame occupies a central place in the
museum. It commemorates the 4,500 European Jew-
ish communities destroyed in the Holocaust, whose
names are listed in a video exhibit adjoining the
flame.

The Righteous Gentiles who risked their security to
help Jews survive the Holocaust are honored in the
Hall of the Righteous. Most dramatically documented
is the French community of Le Chambon-sur-Lignon,
whose Protestant residents, led by their minister An-
dre Trocme, saved more than 5,000 Jews. Madam
Trocme, Andre’s widow, tells the story on videotape.
The Garden of the Righteous, outside the Holocaust
Memorial Center, will also recognize Gentiles who
performed brave deeds to save Jewish lives.

The Holocaust Memorial Center is much more than
a monument to the six million. It is a national resource
for the study of European Jewish history and culture,
the Holocaust and related issues, and Jewish geneal-
ogy. At the heart of this resource is the Morris and

Emma Schaver Library and Archives. The Center has
already acquired hundreds of books and rare records.
With its advanced computer system, the library and
archives will eventually have a current bibliography
of all literature available on the Holocaust, will be
able to trace European Jewish families back hundreds
of years, will store the greatest amount of information
on prewar European Jewish history and culture as
well as on the Holocaust available anywhere.

At the dedication ceremony on September 16,
1984, Rabbi Charles Rosenzveig remarked: “The Hol-
ocaust Memorial Center is unique in that it combines
the re-creation of the cultural and social vibrancy of
prewar European Jewish life with the story of the
Holocaust. State-of-the-art audio and visual exhibits
enhance our presentation and provide a source for
documentation and research.

“As word of our remarkable center spreads
throughout the world, it is becoming evident that the
Holocaust Memorial Center is truly an institution of
international import. It is a dynamic institution that
will significantly enrich the cultural life of our com-
munity and heighten the prestige of the metropolitan
Detroit area.”

21






Remembrance and Responsibility:
An Agenda for Survivors

We are the survivors of the Holocaust.

Forty years ago, a horrified world discovered us —
the stubborn remnant which emerged, scarred, but
alive, from the crematoria, gas chambers and concen-
tration camps that were Hitler’s final solution for the
6,000,000 European Jews — our mothers, fathers,
brothers, sisters, cousins, friends — including over a
million Jewish children.

We who survived believe there is a meaning to our
survival. It conveys a special responsibility: To re-
member, to serve as witnesses and to tell what hap-
pened to our children — and to all of mankind’s
children — so that future generations are spared the
horror and tragedy of our experience.

We, the survivors — the guardians of their memory
and the witnesses to their fate, are solemnly organiz-
ing to help build a world of peace in which our people
— or any people — are accepted with dignity as free
and equal in the brotherhood of man and the family
of nations.

We further resolve to dedicate ourselves to the eth-
ics of our faith, the vision of our prophets, the princi-
ples of democracy and our people, and to work with
those of other races, creeds and backgrounds who
share our mission so that we will be the last to be
described as “survivors of the Holocaust”

¢ REMEMBRANCE OF THE HOLOCAUST:

This is the prime commitment from which all others
derive. It will never happen again if we never forget
that it did happen. We pledge our full support and
resources to further the efforts now undertaken by the
U.S. Holocaust Memorial Council in Washington as
well as all other Holocaust Centers throughout the
U.S. and other parts of the world.

¢ ISRAEL:

Treasured through 2,000 years of dispersion, reborn
from the ashes of our martyred six million, tested in
the flames of war and the hypocrisy of international
bigotry, Israel — the soul, heart and refuge of our
people — must be treasured, preserved — and her
development and growth encouraged in every possi-
ble way.

e AMERICAN JEWISH LIFE:

As productive citizens of a free and vibrant demo-
cratic society in which Jewish life has flowered, we are
resolved to make our individual and organizational
contributions to the religious, educational, communal,
political and philanthropic institutions which are part
of that flowering.

® SOVIET JEWRY:

As survivors, we express our solidarity, particularly
with the Jews of the Soviet Union who are enduring
persecution, oppression, harassment, imprisonment,
discrimination, isolation, religious restriction and cul-
tural destruction. In their behalf, we will not be si-
lenced until they too are free.

o ANTI-SEMITISM:

Ourselves victims of this most ancient and enduring
of all bigotries, the elimination and anti-Semitism in
all its forms anywhere in the world, must be our
prime purpose and that of any civilized person.

e NAZI CRIMINALS:

How can we forget the torturers and murderers? The
fact that today, 40 years after their horrible crimes
were uncovered, they still remain among us, is a bitter
irony. We are committed to the unceasing pursuit of
these Nazi War Criminals, wherever they are hiding,
so that we can help our government, as well as other
governments, in bringing them to justice.

¢ FIGHT FOR FREEDOM:

Having known what it is to lose freedom — that
indefinable, intangible quality so essential to a ful-
filled life — we shall fight to provide it wherever it is
denied and to preserve it wherever it prevails. To this
end — as did the founders of this nation — we pledge
“our sacred honor.”

e NATIONAL REGISTER:

It is important to collect names of the survivors and
their families, and pertinent data for history, docu-
mentation and research. Every survivor’s name must
be included in this central file.
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Many survivors have found long-lost rela-
tives and friends through our computerized
National Register. If you have not entered
your name in the Register, no one will find
you. We urge you to fill out this form and
return it to us promptly.

NATIONAL REGISTER
OF
JEWISH HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS

WD IV -
NT27757 DMRY W T

AMERICAN GATHERING OF JEWISH HOLOCAUST
SURVIVORS — The National Register
122 West 30th Street, New York, N.Y. 10001

Husband O

NAME
LAST FIRST MIDDLE

FATHER'S NAME

STREET

CITY

STATE ZIP.

TELEPHONE: HOME ( )

NAME BEFORE WORLD WAR IL If different or if spelled
differently (include maiden name)

Please check the appropriate answers:

O Survivor O Spouse of Survivor

O Second Generation O Third Generation
O Spouse of Second Generation

Occupation:

Place of residence before world war II:

CITY COUNTRY

Place of incarceration {(camp, ghetto, hideout, forest), by
name and dates:

wife O
NAME

FIRST MIDDLE

FATHER'S NAME

STREET

CITY

STATE ZIP.

TELEPHONE: HOME ( )

NAME BEFORE WORLD WAR IL If different or if spelled
differently (include maiden name)

Please check the appropriate answers:

O Survivor O Spouse of Survivor

O Second Generation O Third Generation
O Spouse of Second Generation

Occupation:

Place of residence before World war iI:

CITY COUNTRY

Place of incarceration (camp, ghetto, hideout, forest), by
name and dates:

RECORD OF YOUR CHILDREN

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE

ZIP.

OCCUPATION

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE

ZIP.

OCCUPATION

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE

ZIP.

OCCUPATION

RECORD OF FAMILY MEMBERS
WHO DIED AFTER LIBERATION

RELATION.

NAME

RESIDENCE BEFORE W.W.I

PLACES OF INCARCERATION.

DATE AND PLACE OF DEATH

AGE AT TIME OF DEATH

RELATION.

NAME

RESIDENCE BEFORE W.W.I

PLACES OF INCARCERATION.

DATE AND PLACE OF DEATH

AGE AT TIME OF DEATH
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Letters to
the Editor

Philadelphia Experience...

The memory lingers on of a fasci-
nating and meaningful few days in
Philadelphia. The Gathering was
handled with great dignity. Al-
though colored by the shadow of
Bitburg, the emotions were so di-
rected by the leaders that it all
turned out constructive, where it
could have been chaotic. 1 feel
that your organization is doing an
excellent job in not letting the world
forget.

Sylvia L. Reback
San Francisco, CA

Found Relatives and Friends...

I have just returned from the
Philadelphia Survivors Assembly. I
want you to know that at the Con-
ference my Mother, Zosia Piekarska
Brodecki of Richmond, Virginia was
fortunate enough to be reunited
with two persons from her pre-
American life. One is Freda Lieber
of University Heights, Ohio who
was with my Mother in three con-
centration camps. The other is
Topka Logan of Cinncinnati, Ohio
who last saw my Mother at the
Mother’s last (10th) birthday party
in Sosnowiec, Poland before they
were taken to the ghetto. As a
result of his participation in the
1983 conference in Washington,
D.C., my father Boleslaw Brodecki
from Warsaw, Poland, was reunited
with Lucy Teicher, to his knowledge
the only surviving member of his
family. Both conferences worked
wonders for my family’s spirits.

Joseph M. Brodecki
The Minneapolis Federation for
Jewish Service, Minneapolis, MN

Fears Mengele Myth. ..

American physicians, experts in
forensic medicine, fly to Brazil to
examine bones, measure a skull and
study teeth. The world’s largest
news service reports, with a kind of

breathless anticipation, that the sis-
ter-in-law of the presumedly dead
man’s son says the latest “statement
will be telexed to news media.”
Headlines tell us “Specialists To
View Remains of Mengele,”
“Mengeles To Make Another State-
ment.” The story is grist for the
mill, along with the Von Bulow trial
and the Reagan budget. Where
were the physicians in 1943 and
1946? Where was the interest and
concern in 1960 and 1970 for the
400,000 victims of this man, human
beings whose bones never have
been examined, whose skulls have
never been deemed important
enough to be measured by forensic
experts?  Yes, it is necessary for us
to mark the death of such a beast,
but will death make it acceptable
for us to elevate Josef Mengele into
the kind of folk hero that Adolf
Hitler has become? Are we building
ourselves a new myth? How many
paperback pot-boilers are in this,
anyway? How soon will the made-
for-TV movies of the week appear?
Four decades ago, my wife and
two of her sisters made it past the
inspection of Dr. Josef Mengele as
he played God at Auschwitz. Her
mother and baby sister made it only
as far as the gas chambers. Can
there be a future for civilization that
ignores such acts, and allows itself
to be titillated by the perpetrators?
Norman Abelson
Concord, New Hampshire

Condemns Bitburg . ..

The Bitburg controversy drove
home several important lessons
which every Jew in America must
now ponder. The ostensible political
power of the Jews has once again
been exposed as a myth. Our Presi-
dent and those around him have
fully and openly manifested their
preferences.  As a survivor of the
Holocaust, I realize now for the first
time, how impotent and helpless
were the Jewish leaders of the
1940’s who went to Washington to
plead on our behalf. Instead of a

totally disinterested Roosevelt, we
now have a man in the White
House writing his own historical
script. Instead of Breckenridge
Long, we now have Pat Buchanan.
I know now that my vote for Mr.
Reagan was a terrible mistake.
Once again I feel vulnerable, un-
protected and betrayed. I know
now that should the State of Israel
be in jeopardy in the near future,
the response of this White House
would be pragmatic, not moral. I
know now that should there be an-
other Auschwitz anywhere in the
world, Jewish pleas for help would
be no more successful now than
forty years ago. In his quest for
global political expediency, Mr. Rea-
gan has chosen to rewrite history.
According to him, Holocaust survi-
vors can be compared with German
soldiers, who in his opinion, were
equal victims of Nazism. To me, this
is the greatest insult to the memory
of those who perished. William
Shirer, the author and war corre-
spondent, is probably one of the
best informed historical authorities
on Nazism. In his letter to the New
York Times, he wrote, “The idea
that most German soldiers felt
themselves victims of Nazism is
false. I do not believe that the Presi-
dent can further reconciliation with
the Germans on the basis of a false-
hood.” In my own personal expe-
rience, I saw the Einsatzgruppen in
action several times. They were the
most frenzied killers among the SS,
and I remember how very young
they were. Certainly not older than
the SS buried at Bitburg, whom our
President honored. The Presi-
dent’s visit to Bitburg is an event
which cannot and should not be ex-
plained away as a staff fiasco.
Bitburg was a clear choice, a reaffir-
mation by powerful forces in this
country who still think to this day
that we fought the wrong enemy in
World War II.
Joseph Horn
Glen Rock, New Jersey
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.TO NEW LIFE!

rican Gathering/ Federation of .lewish Holocanst Survivors

144 WED1 OUIIN DINLL} ¢« DULLIL 4LYVOD - FILW TUNRN, 1.1 AVUVUL

July 29, 1986

Mr. Max Green

Associate Director, Office of Public Liaison
EOB - Room 196

Washington DC 20500

Dear Max:

I was pleased to talk with you and I will call you next week to set up an
appointment in Washington DC. Needless to say, we appreciate your help.

Enclosed please find copy of 1letter from the Vice-President and ~r
response to the letter.

I am also enclosing several publications including "The Obligation to
Remember" published by The Washington Post and I refer you to pp. 18-23.

Please note in the enclosed July 2 issue of "Together" the article on Page
11 referring to our educational program in Holocaust Studies.

I look forward to seeing you again.

Cordially,

Berfjamin Meed

BM/mw
encl.

via overnight
























































