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Ms. Linda Chavez 

Leonard E. Greenberg 
999 Quaker Lane South 
West Hartford, CT 06110 

January 29, 1986 

Assistant to the President 
Director for Public Liaison 

The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Linda: 

First of all, let me extend my warm support and congratulate 
you for your decision to run for Senator from the State of 
Maryland. I certainly hope that we will have the pleasure 
of greeting Senator Chavez in the near future. 

Let me call to your attention by means of this letter, what 
I feel is a paramount necessity regarding the Administration 
and Vice President George Bush. His recent comments of 
encouragement to the Moral Majority and his association with 
their programs brings great concern to the Jewish community 
regarding just where the Administration lies on these 
sensitive issues. This problem you know only too well. 

I think it is incumbent that George Bush have a platform in 
which he can speak more "evenhandedly" and such a platform 
will exist in Hartford on Thursday, November 20, 1986 when 
the Jewish Theological Seminary will be celebrating its 
100th Anniversary before the citizens of the Jewish 
community in the State of Connecticut. It should be a 
splendid, well attended event and an ideal opportunity to 
speak out on those issues to which I refer. 

Furthermore, I personally will be honored there for a grant 
my wife and I made to a 10 year program at the Seminary 
dealing with sensitive social problems. Your help in 
enco_uraging his participation in that affair as our keynote 
speaker would be greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

LEG/mam 
~:CrLtztcf_ 

XC: C. Gerste 



Dear Mr. Meed: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

, 

August 11, 1986 

_.4l 

I did ask the Vice President's office if there was any chance of 
his attending - the Statue of Liberty Island event. Unfortunately, 
he will · be on the road, and, therefore, unable to participate. 

Have you considered the Secre·tary of Interior Hodel? I think he 
would be appropriate for the occasion - both because of his 
position and his strong feelings about the issue. 

I look forward ~to . meeting you soon. 

Mr. Benjamin Meed 
President 
American Gathering/Federation 

of Jewish Holocaust Su~vivors 
122 West 30th Street 
Suite 205 
New York, N.Y. 10001 

Sincerely, 

Max Green 
Associate Director, Office of 

Public Liaison 
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OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASHINGTON 

. Mr. Benjamin Meed 
President 

July 16, 1986 

American Gathering/Federation 
of Jewish Holocaust Survivors 

122 West 30th Street 
Suite 205 
New York, New York 10001 

Dear Mr. Meed: 

Thank · you for your letter of July 1, 1986 inviting the 
Vice President to attend the celebration of "Forty Years 
of our New Life" on September 7, 1986. 

Unfortunately, prior commitments will prevent the Vice 
President from joining you. He would, however, like to 
take this opportunity to express his appreciation for 
your thoughtful invitation and to extend his Lest wishes 
for a memorable day. 

Sincerely, 

JJ~9.N<~ 
Deborah J. Hutton 

Deputy Assistant to the Vice. President 
, for Scheduling 



Published by the 

American Gathering and Federation of Jewish Holocaust Survivors 
illJ~il fl'lMW llJl 11!1 ~M11JllJ!l\Dli7JlIDHl1~ lUJMiJ'llJOM 

VOLUME 1, N0.2 AUGUST, 1985 

CONTENTS 

'Philadelphia Diary' - Highlights 
of the Inaugural Assembly in 
Philadelphia, April 21-23, 1985 

Challenges Facing the Survivor 
Community 

Responses to Bitburg: The Second 
Generation at Bergen-Belsen; 
Ceremonies at Dachau, Arlington 
Cemetery and Throughout the 
Country 

Response by Elie Wiesel 

Holocaust Memorial Center in 
Detroit 

American Gathering and Federation 
Sponsors Holocaust Seminars in 
Israel For U.S. Teachers 

Bergen-Belsen Survivors Dedicate 
Archive At Yad Vashem 

Josef Mengele - Unanswered 
Questions 

Mel Mermelstein's Victory 

Natan Rapoport - Sculptor of the 
Holocaust (In Yiddish) 

Letters - Announcements 



TOGETHER - Published by 

AMERICAN GATHERING AND FEDERATION 
OF JEWISH HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS 

111iMllJllJ!l\Dli7]1JnMni llJ]MiJ'lllnM 
rnJ"J!lil fl'lMIIJ 1111 ll!l 

Honorary President: 

Honorary Chairman: 

Honorary Chairman of the 
Board: 

ELIE WIESEL 

ELI ZBOROWSKI 

ERNEST W. MICHEL 

* * * 
President: 

Senior Vice Presidents: 

Chairman of the Board: 

Chairman, National Executive 

BENJAMIN MEED 

SAME. BLOCH 
WILLIAM LOWENBERG 

ROMAN KENT 

Committee: SOLOMON ZYNSTEIN 

Chairman, Advisory Board: SIGMUND STROCHLITZ 

Regional Chairmen: SOL GOLDSTEIN 

Treasurer: 

Associate Treasurer: 

Secretary General: 

Parliamentary Secretary: 

Recording Secretary: 

Associate Secretary: 

Chairmen, Commission on 
International Relations: 

Chairwoman, Cultural 
Commission: 

Representative, NJCRAC: 

SAM HALPERN 
ABRAHAM RESNICK 
MENACHEM Z. ROSENSAFT 

Chairman, Action Committee 
ABRAM SHNAPER 
WILLIAM UNGAR 

NORBERT WOLLHEIM 

SAM SKURA 
JOSEPHWILF 
DALCKFEITH 

ABRAHAM H. FOXMAN 

JOSEPH TEKULSKY 

JAMES RAPP 

JERZY B. WARMAN 

RABBI ARTHUR SCHNEIER 
ISRAEL SINGER 
KALMAN SULTANIK 

VLADKAMEED 

ABRAHAM J. BAYER 

( Roster of vice presidents is in formation) 

2 

Publication Committee 
Sam E. Bloch- Chairman 
Hirsh Altusky 
Abraham J. Bayer 
Roman Kent 
VladkaMeed 
Menachem Z. Rosensaft 
Solomon Zynstein 

Editor: Alfred Lipson 

. . 

· . -JOIN US ... • 

We are now the unified 
major survivors' organization 

on a national level. 

We urge you and your children 
to join us as members. 

Our dues are deliberately modest, 
so no survivor will be excluded from 
membership due to financial hardship. 
We need both your active and financial 
support to be a viable voice on behalf 

of Holocaust survivors. 

We are all volunteers working for 
the organization full or part-time 

but we need your support 
to fund our programs. 

To send your tax-deductible 
dues and contributions, please 

use the envelope inserted 
in this issue. 

IF ·you HAVE CHANGED YOUR AD DRE~ ... 
please notify us immediately. 

lfyoo recei\-ed more than one copy of this issue, please giw it 
to a friend. but let us know - we are trying to ellmhlale 
costly daplicat~ mailings. Write to: 

A\IERICAN GATHERING OF 
JE\\ ISH HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS 

122 West 30th St. New York, N.Y. 10001 
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Wishing you a 
Happy and Healthy New Year 

May we continue to be together 
And let us remember together. 

American Gathering and Federation of Jewish Holocaust Survivors 
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national ceremony at Arlington Cemetery in Wash­
ington, D. C. 

As the events of the past months are assessed and 
absorbed into our consciousness, it will become clear 
that there is much work for us to do. Only a forceful, 
united, national survivor organization could have 
summoned the moral courage and the determination 
to carry our message to the White House, Congress 
and the media. 

In Philadelphia, for the first time, all survivors orga­
nizations were united under one umbrella - the 
American Gathering and Federation - a national or­
ganization with a democratically elected leadership, 
sustained by the enthusiastic backing of the survivors 
and the second generation as well as the community 
at large. 

The American Gathering has become a member­
ship organization. Each survivor and every child of 
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Challenges Facing the Survivor Community 
By Benjamin Meed 

The spectre of Bitburg hung over the Gathering 
in Philadelphia, but its dark clouds could not 
diminish the glow of our being together, nor 

obscure our achievements. From the opening event at 
the Holocaust Monument to the closing moment of 
the Assembly when survivors stood solemnly for a 
minute of silence -10,000 of us and our children -
surrounded by thousands of Philadelphians, were 
united in our feelings of dismay at the President's 
statements. 

But in a way, the events surrounding Bitburg under­
scored the importance of our work and efforts. Survi­
vors and their children took the leadership in pro­
testing President Reagan's action and the Jewish 
community followed our lead. 

The American Gathering has been in the forefront 
of the struggle and, on Bitburg day, as members of the 
second generation held a solemn demonstration at 
Bergen-Belsen, survivors gathered in military ceme­
teries throughout the country - culminating in the 
national ceremony at Arlington Cemetery in Wash­
ington, D. C. 

As the events of the past months are assessed and 
absorbed into our consciousness, it will become clear 
that there is much work for us to do. Only a forceful, 
united, national survivor organization could have 
summoned the moral courage and the determination 
to carry our message to the White House, Congress 
and the media. 

In Philadelphia, for the first time, all survivors orga­
nizations were united under one umbrella - the 
American Gathering and Federation - a national or­
ganization with a democratically elected leadership, 
sustained by the enthusiastic backing of the survivors 
and the second generation as well as the community 
at large. 

The American Gathering has become a member­
ship organization. Each survivor and every child of 
survivors will be asked to join and to support our 
program. The financial strength will enable us to con­
tinue our work effectively. 

This summer, the American Gathering has spon­
sored and financed a Holocaust study program at 
Ghetto Fighters' House in Israel for 30 U.S. teachers. 
Upon their return, these teachers will convey to th~ir 
students in the public schools what they learned m 
Israel. So, through our program, more than 5,000 stu­
dents will receive a Holocaust education. It is our aim 

to include in our intensive seminar a greater number 
of teachers each year, so that more children from all 
over the country will gain from this experience. 

Another important project we are working on is the 
National Register of Jewish Holocaust Survivors 
which now contains some 55,000 names. It has be­
come the foundation of a major archive on the life of 
the survivors. It will tell the miraculous story of our 
rebirth in the land of freedom and will document not 
only our sorrow, but what we have done with our 
new lives. 

It is imperative that all survivors and their children 
have their names recorded in the National Register for 
history, documentation and research. 

As living witnesses to a once rich, vibrant culture of 
European Jewry, we are committed to preserving the 
values of a world that is no longer. As to the Holo­
caust, we continue the work of commemoration, edu­
cation and the recording of the destruction of our 
people. 

Over the next few years, it will be our obligation to 
document the third stage of our experience - the 
journey from death and enslavement to a productive 
new life. Only we can fulfill this obligation to history 
and the future. 

Forty years have passed since our liberation. These 
were difficult years of rebuilding our shattered lives. 
Not all of us were fortunate enough to have the re­
sources to prepare for retirement. Many of us are 
alone and need help. 

We must develop plans for helping those survivors 
in need. In the metropolitan New York area alone, 
more than 2,000 survivors are on welfare. There are 
others in similar circumstances throughout the 
country. 

On a personal note - in Philadelphia, I was privi­
leged to have been elected president of the American 
Gathering and Federation. I pledge to you that I shall 
spare no personal effort on behalf of the Gathering so 
that when we meet again in 1987, the survivors and 
their organizations will be at the core of the American 
Jewish experience. 

Our voice can have its true power only when we 
speak collectively and each of us in our home commu­
nity must act for the benefit of the entire community. 
We have an obligation to remember. Let us do it 
together! 
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PHILADELPHIA DIARY 

Vladka Meed speaking at cererrwny near Monument. Seated: Mayor W. Wilson 
Goode and Marion A. Wilen. 

The Inaugural Assembly of 
the American Gathering and 
Federation of Jewish Holo­

caust Survivors convened in Phila­
delphia for three days of memor­
able and exciting activities. 

The Jewish community in Phila­
delphia never before experienced 
such a massive outpouring of survi­
vors and their families, estimated at 
more than ten thousand. Although 
the primary purpose of the gather­
ing was to formalize the unification 
of some major survivor groups into 
one national organization, the 
Bitburg affair added a historical ur­
gency to the events. 

crowd of Philadelphians and 
thousands of survivors who came 
with their children and grandchil­
dren from forty states of the Union. 

The days were crowned with im­
pressive evening stage shows and 
concerts at the huge Civic Center: 
H An Evening of Commemoration 

Through the Performing Arts" pre­
sented on Sunday by the U.S. Holo­
caust Memorial Council and the 
Monday Heritage Concert "From 
Generation to Generation ... We 
Live!" 

Sunday, April 21, 1985 

The day began with a major 
event - a solemn ceremony in 
front of the Monument to the Six 
Million Jewish Martyrs. The sculp­
ture, created by the famous artist 
Natan Rapoport, is one of the first 
monuments to the Holocaust er­
ected in this country. 

The noontime ceremony, held 
outdoors under a bright spring sun, 
had been arranged by the organized 
Jewish community of Philadelphia 
and was conducted by Marion A. 
Wilen, Chairwoman of the Memo­
rial Committee. Among the speak­
ers were W. Wilson Goode, Mayor 
of Philadelphia; Bennett L. Aaron, 
President of the Federation of Jew­
ish Agencies; Father Michael Pic­
ard, Director, Cardinal's Commis­
sion on Human Relations; Rabbi 
Max Hausen, President, Board of 
Rabbis of Greater Philadelphia; 
Rev. C. Edward Geiger, Director, 
Metropolitan Christian Council. 

The highlights of the first day of 
the action-packed Assembly in­
cluded outdoor ceremonies of com­
memoration at the Monument of 
the Six Million, a mass procession 
through the streets of the city lead­
ing to Independence Hall and the 
Liberty Bell - America's symbol of 
freedom - culminating in a rally in 
Independence Park, where leaders 
of the survivors and the second 
generation, dignitaries, and mem­
bers of the clergy addressed the 

Children laying a wreath at monument to the Six Million Jewish Martyrs. 
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The keynote speaker at the cere­
mony was Vladka Meed, author of 
On Both Sides of the Wall. Vladka's 
moving speech, in Yiddish and En­
glish, was greeted with enthusiastic 
applause. •Now, as world leaders 
gather to celebrate the end of World 
War II, we the survivors of the war 
against the Jews, think not only of 
military valor and of victory, but we 
think of our Jewish world that was 
cut down, of Jewish suffering and 
resistance. Yes, we will remember, 
with gratitude and respect, the de­
cency of the few - of some right­
eous people and nations. We re­
member, above all, the six million. 
We carry their memory with us 
wherever we go. We search for 
ways to inscribe it into the con­
sciousness of our people and the 
world around us so that twisted 
minds of Nazi historians should not 
dishonor their memory." 

The symbolic six candles were lit 
by children of survivors and by for­
mer soldiers, liberators of the con­
centration camps, while thousands 
gathered in the Square joined in a 
collective Kaddish and El Mole 
Rachamim. The Partisans' Hymn 
was sung by Mrs. Bina Landau, a 
Philadelphia cantor and survivor of 
Nazi death camps. 

Following the service, the survi-

PHILADELPHIA DIARY 

vors began their slow march under 
a hot sun, to the Liberty Bell, where 
each placed a flower to pay homage 
to America's symbol of freedom. 

Sunday Afternoon, April 21, 1985 

An overflow crowd of 
thousands filled Indepen­
dence Park to attend the 

formal opening of the Inaugural 
Assembly. Chaired by Benjamin 
Meed, the assembly began with the 
U.S. Army Band playing American, 
Hebrew and Yiddish songs. 

The speakers included S. Richard 
Thornburgh, Governor of Penn-

sylvania, Senator Arlen Specter (R­
Pa.), W. Wilson Goode, Mayor of 
the City of Philadelphia, Cardinal 
John Krol and Menachem Z. Rosen­
saft, Founding Chairman of the In­
ternational Network of Children of 
Jewish Holocaust Survivors. 

One of the most impressive seg­
ments of the ceremony was the 
Trooping of Regimental Colors, a 
colorful procession of soldiers 
presenting flags of their U.S. Army 
units that liberated the Nazi con­
centration camps forty years ago. 
These flags will be permanently dis­
played in the future U.S. Holocaust 
Museum in Washington, D.C. 

Mildred DickerofNewYorkamong the thousands who 
placed a carnation at the Liberty Bell 
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PHILADELPHIA DIARY 

Benjamin Meed, ringed on the re­
viewing stand by community lead­
ers and clergy of all faiths, con­
ducted the proceedings with 
dignity. HWe who came back from 
the pit of hell," said Meed, "transmit 
our memories of pain and suffering 
to our children because we believe 
that by remembering the past, we 
can build the future with integrity. 
Therefore, we want our national 
leaders - whom we respect and 
admire - to know that we are hurt 
and angered when they suggest 
that now is the time to forget, that 
amnesia should be the foundation 
of the German future." 

Recalling the liberation of the 
Nazi death camps, Meed said, 
"Never shall we forget that Ameri­
can soldiers offered the ultimate 
sacrifice to defeat Nazism. Ameri­
can armies liberated many concen­
tration camps and rehabilitated the 
survivors. America offered us a 
home and a haven when we had 
nowhere to go. America became for 
all of us a land of opportunity. Be­
cause of its commitment to free­
dom, America has stood by Israel in 
its moments of triumph and agony." 

With the Bitburg affair hovering 
over the events of the day, most of 
the speakers skirted the issue, while 
some alluded to it briefly. However, 

Menachem Rosensaft delivered an 
impassioned speech, devoted en­
tirely to the Bitburg affair. Rosen­
saft's attack on Reagan's trip and 
its implications stirred the audi­
ence and evoked an enthusiastic 
response. 

HToday," said Rosensaft, "let us -
as proud Americans-say to Presi­
dent Reagan dearly and unambigu­
ously that if he insists on going to 
Bitburg, we do not need him and we 
do not want him at Bergen-Belsen. 
If he intends to carry out his ill-con­
ceived plan to lay a wreath at a 
cemetery where SS men are buried, 

Benjamin Meed addresses Inaugural Assembly at Independence Park. 
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and persists in equating dead Ger­
man soldiers with the victims of the 
Holocaust, his presence at Belsen 
would violate the sanctity of the 
mass graves. 

"Moreover," Rosensaft continued, 
"if President Reagan refuses to can­
cel the visit to Bitburg, we must see 
to it that survivors, children of sur­
vivors and American veterans will 
be waiting for him at the gates of 
the cemetery. Let him pass in front 
of us there and look into our faces, 
and perhaps then, at last, he will 
understand the enormity of the out­
rage which he is perpetrating." 



PHILADELPHIA DIARY 

The solemn musical presentation 
was a highlight of the afternoon. 
The "Covenant to Remember," a 
cantata, was performed by the U.S. 
Army Band and Choir. This inspir­
ing artistic interlude on strictly Jew­
ish themes and the spectacular dis­
play of flags had a striking effect on 
the survivors, whose memories of a 
hostile Europe contrasted with this 
phenomenon - military honors ac­
corded to the Jewish people and 
their memory. 

The ceremony ended with six 
symbolic ringings of the Indepen­
dence Hall Bell and the blowing of 
the Shofar. 

Sunday Evening, April 21 

More than 10,000 people filled the 
Auditorium at the Civic Center for 
"An Evening of Commemoration 
Through the Performing Arts," pre­
sented by the U.S. Holocaust 
Memorial Council. 

The evening's performers - art­
ists, musicians and journalists - in­
cluded many outstanding personal­
ities. Among them were singers Jo 
Anderson, Martina Arroyo, Cantors 
David Bagley and Rosalie Gerut; 

conductors Franz Bibo and Zalmen 
Mlotek; Barbara Walters, Marvin 
Kalb, Daniel Schorr and Mike Wal­
lace, TV newsmen; and Holocaust 
scholar David Wyman. The artists 
also included Ellen Burstyn, James 
Earl Jones, Michael Moriarty, Mar­
ian Seldes, Joseph Wiseman and 
Michael York. 

Philadelphia young leaders qf Second Generation canying torch. 

The meaningful program was in­
troduced by Sigmund Strochlitz, 
Chairman of the Days of Remem­
brance Committee, and Sam E. 
Bloch, Senior Vice President of the 
American Gathering and Chairman 
of the Board of Advisors of the U.S. 
Holocaust Memorial Council. 

Bloch emphasized "the world of 
goodness and beauty, culture and 
eternal universal values, a heritage 
which we try so hard to uphold in 
honor of our dear ones whose lives 
have been cut short so brutally." 

"Remembrance," Bloch said, 
"means keeping memories alive, 
guarding against denials, detrac­
tions and defamation of our 
experience; 

"Remembrance means commit­
ment to the spiritual values of our 
perished martyrs; 

"Remembrance means action, to 
translate the commitment into prac­
tical endeavors; 

"To work for the welfare of our 
people, with the State of Israel in its 
center, the cherished dream of the 
six million, which they did not live 
to see become a reality. 

"Remembrance means giving our 
fullest unfailing support to the ef-
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fort of the U.S. Holocaust Memorial 
Council to establish in our nation's 
capital the Holocaust Memorial 
Museum and its educational 
center.n 

Miles Lerman, Co-Chairman of 
the Campaign Cabinet, appealed 
for financial support for the United 
States Holocaust Memorial Mu­
seum being constructed in Wash­
ington, D.C. The museum repre­
sents the commitment of the 
American people and the govern­
ment of the United States to honor­
ing the memories of the victims of 
the Holocaust through commemo­
ration, education and research. 

A Campaign to Remember, the 
fund-raising arm of the U.S. Holo­
caust Memorial Council, is seeking 
funds from individual Americans 
who understand the importance of 
building this museum in the na­
tion's capital and especially from 
survivors, those living witnesses 
who are the link to the world and 
people who were destroyed. 

Elie Wiesel, Chairman of the 
Council, repeated to the hushed au-
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dience his impassioned appeal to 
President Reagan not to go to 
Bitburg: "That place, Mr. President, 
is not your place. Your place is with 
the victims of the SS.n Wiesel ex­
pressed his fears that the Bitburg 
affair may pave the way to rehabili-

tation of the SS. 

The evening of music and drama 
ended with the premiere showing 
of the film "The Final Solution," a 
documentary by Academy-Award 
winning producer, Arthur Cohn. 



"From Generation 
to Generation . . . " 

" ... You Shall Teach 
Your Children . .. " 

Together by Inge Auerbacher 

Let us be together for all the world to see, 
Let us gather today, let us be, let us be. 
Hear our voices speak as one; united we stand, 
Let us share the joys; let us reach out our hand. 

We followed the bright beam of freedom's light, 
Ours was a journey out from the night. 
With empty hands we arrived on this shore, 
Our hearts full of hope, our borues still sore. 

Here we gained strength and renewed our worth, 
Seeing the miracle of our rebirth. 
God bless this great land for its embrace, 
We made a new home; we found our place. 

Together . .. let us remember our tragic past, 
We escaped the flames and are free at last. 
Let us be together and we will survive, 
Yes, we are here, we are strong and alive. 

Let us go forward for all the world to see, 
We rejoice in our freedom and liberty. 
Hear the sound of the shofar and its cry, 
We love this land and our roots AM YISROEL CHAI. 

----

,,,,,.. , .. · 

-----~~ 

Inge Auerbacher, a graduate of Queens and Hunter Colleges of 
the City University of New York is one of the 100 children who 
survived the Terezin concentration camp - a remnant of 15,000 
who had been imprisoned there. She wrote the lyrics for "We Shall 
Never Forget," an original song presented at the 1981 World Gath­
ering in Jerusalem, and for other songs included in uJewish Memo­
ries," a record album by Cantor Sol Zim. A book of her memoirs, 
written for children, will be published soon. 

The poem "Together," commemorating the 40th anniversary of 
liberation, is dedicated to the American Gathering of Jewish Holo­
caust Survivors. 

9 



PHILADELPHIA DIARY 

Monday, April 22, 1985 

It was the busiest day of the In­
augural Assembly. A multitude 
of events and activities, all inter­

esting ~nd exciting - how does one 
choose between at least a dozen 
workshops and seminars, art exhib­
its on the Holocaust, book stalls that 
one would need days for browsing 
at, or an exhibition depicting the 
liberation 40 years ago? One eases 
the problem, by skipping breakfast 
or lunch - or both - in order not 
to miss the most important events. 

Senate Committee 
Hearing 

The day began early - at 8:00 
AM. with the special subcommittee 
hearing of the U.S. Senate Commit­
tee on the Judiciary to examine the 

Beryamin Meed, Prestden.t 

United States' role in search of Nazi 
criminals, particularly Josef 
Mengele. Chaired by Pennsylvania 
Senator Arlen Specter, the commit­
tee included N.Y. Senator Alfonse 
D' Amato, Senator Frank Lauten­
berg of New Jersey, and Senator 
Howard Metzenbaum of Ohio. Au­
schwitz survivors and leaders of 
Holocaust groups testified on Nazi 
concentration camp atrocities. 

Six Auschwitz survivors told the 
panel in horrific detail of their en­
counters with Dr. Mengele. Dr. 
Hadassah Rosensaft recalled a day 
in November 1943 when a young 
woman was late for roll-call outside 
her barracks. 

Dr. Mengele "ordered her to come 
forward," said Dr. Rosensaft. 
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Neal Sher, Director of the Office of Special Irwestigations, Ernest Michel an.cf Dr. 
Hadassah Rosensqft at the Senate Hearing • 

OFFICERS OF THE AMERICAN GATHERING AND FEDERATION 
OF JEWISH HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS: 

Sam Bloch, Sen.tor Vice President William Lowenberg, Sen.tor Vice Prestden.t 

,,He knocked her down with his ately to the gas chamber." 
booted foot," the witness said, and The Senators were addressed by 
then placed the foot over her chest. Ernest Michel who called for proce-

He hummed an "aria from Mad- dural simplifications so the trials 
ame Butterfly and kept his foot and prosecution of war criminals 
there until the woman was dead," could be expedited. 
Dr. Rosensaf t recalled. "He showed 
the SS men a new way of killing." 

Pearl Herskovic, who testified 
along with her twin sister, Helen, 
said that in one of Dr. Mengele's 
experiments they were injected 
with drugs and viruses that threw 
their senses into a frenzy. 

The physical condition of Dr. 
Mengele' s subjects had to be nearly 
perfect, she said. "If they had a little 
pimple or a little scar, Mengele 
would write their numbers down, 
and they would be sent immedi- Norbert Wollheim, Treasurer 



"Shofar of Freedom" 
Award to Denmark 

The American Gathering and 
Federation presented the .. Shofar of 
Freedom" award to Danish Ambas­
sador Eigil Joergensen in gratitude 
to the Danish people for the rescue 
of the Jews of Denmark during 
World War II. 

Roman Kent, Chairman of the 
Executive board of the American 
Gathering and Federation, praised 
the Danes for their "Courage and 
moral integrity in showing the 
world how to act in order to save 
innocent children, men and women 
from their inevitable death. 11 

.. The heroism and solidarity of 
your people has entered the domain 
of legend/ Kent told the Ambassa­
dor. "When we teach our children 
the meaning of compassion, we re­
tell the story of how the Danish 
people all wore the yellow star of 
David. Their deeds have renewed 
our faith. They serve as an example 
of what could have been done, as 
an indictment of what was not done 
and as a moral torch in a world of 
tyranny and darkness. 11 

Joergensen accepted the award 

PHILADELPHIA DIARY 

Ambassador Eigil Joergensen of Denmark accepting Shofar of Freedom award. 
He is flanked by Roman Kent and Beryamin Meed. 

on behalf of the Danish people and 
government "in a spirit of humility 
and gratituc;l.e. Rarely in my life 
have I felt. so honored and so 
moved as I do now," he said. 

Mass Participation 
Of Second Generation 

To an observer, the most exciting 
aspect of the Assembly was the par­
ticipation of literally thousands of 
young people, a phenomenon that 
exceeded all expectations. One 
could not help but marvel at their 
enthusiasm and their eagerness to 
participate in the Assembly, to­
gether with their parents. 

There were great numbers of pro­
fessionals and experts in the field of 
Holocaust research and education 
who shared their expertise at the 
seminars and workshops that were 
filled beyond capacity. 

An impressive exhibition, organ­
ized by art historian Jean Bloch 
Rosensaft, consisted of works of art 
by survivors and members of the 
second generation. 

Children are eager to learn the story of Raoul Wallenberg. 

The displays and activities on the 
floor of the Convention Hall offered 
much to see and hear, to grasp and 
learn. • 
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Unified Survivors' 
Organization Approved 
The morning assembly approved 
the unified American Gathering 
and Federation as a national um­
brella organization of all Jewish 
Holocaust survivors and unani­
mously elected Benjamin Meed as 
its President and Elie Wiesel as 
Honorary President. Also elected 
were Senior Vice Presidents Sam 
Bloch and William Lowenberg, 
Treasurer Norbert Wollheim, Chair­
man of the Executive Board Roman 
Kent, Honorary Chairman Eli 
Zborowski, and Honorary Chair­
man of the Board Ernest Michel. 
Other members of the elected lead­
ership include Joseph Tekulsky, Sol­
omon Zynstein, Abraham Foxman, 
James Rapp, Abe Resnick, Sam Hal­
pern, Menachem Rosensaft, Jerzy 
Warman, Sigmund Strochlitz, Miles 
Lerman, Sol Goldstein, Kalman 
Sultanik, Rabbi Arthur Schneier, 
Israel Singer and Vladka Meed. In 
addition, Vice Presidents and Re­
gional Vice Presidents from around 
the country were elected. 

In accepting the Presidency, 
Meed stressed the survivors' obliga­
tion to remember the legacy of the 
Holocaust and to expand the Na­
tional Registry as a historical record 
of our experience and rebirth. 

"Survivors represent a unique 
moral dimension of Jewish life and 
our collective voice must be heard 
in the councils of our people," Meed 
said. "The survivors' unique sensi­
tivity serves as an early warning 
system to peril and danger, and 
there are things which we, and per­
haps no one else, have the moral 
right to say. n 

Solomon Zynstein, President of 
the American Federation of Jewish 
Fighters, Partisans and Camp In­
mates expressed satisfaction on the 
unification of the Federation with 
the American Gathering. 

"Unity is a quintessential ingredi­
ent of Judaism, n said Zynstein. "In 
our long history of martyrdom, we 
suffered together and struggled to­
gether for survival and dignity. 
When we founded the American 
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Partictpa.nts at Inaugural Assembly applaud unification vote. 

OFFICERS OF THE AMERICAN GATHERING 
AND FEDERATION OF JEWISH HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS: 

Jerzy Warman. President qf the 
International Network qf Children of 
Jewish Holocaust Survivors. 

Joseph Tekulslcy, Parliamentary 
Secretary 

Federation 15 years ago, our pur­
pose was to coordinate our activi­
ties, to perpetuate the memory of 
our Holocaust martyrs and not to let 
mankind forget the tragedy that be­
fell our people. The unified organi­
zations will be instrumental in ful­
filling our goals. 

"Some of us repeat the fallacious 

Roman Kent, Chairman qf the Board. 

Solomon Zynstein. Chairman qf the 
National Executive Committee 

statement that the Jewish state has 
been created out of the ashes of Au­
schwitz and Treblinka. No, the op­
posite is true: There would have 
been no Holocaust had we had the 
state of Israel. 

"Israel is our only hope for to­
morrow and for the survival of the 
Jewish people." 



ii 

The evening was devoted to a 
cultural event that will be 
remembered for a long time. Or­
ganized by the Cultural Commis­
sion of the American Gathering, 
under the chairmanship of Vladka 
Meed, it featured the cast of the 

Photo credit for 
'Philadelphia Diary' section: 

Mark Seidenfeld 

Monday Evening 

Yiddish Musical uThe Golden Land" 
and outstanding performers, in­
cluding Mike Burstyn, Giora 
Feidman, Tova Feldshuh, Hadassah 
Kestin, Robert Merrill and Misha 
Raitzin. 

The Symphony Orchestra, con-

ducted by Zalmen Mlotek, and the 
Youth Chorale of the Beth Sholom­
Forman Hebrew Day School, as 
well as the Beth Sholom Adult Cho­
rale, gave outstanding renditions of 
Yiddish songs and music as part of 
the Heritage Concert. 
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A Response 
By 
Elie Wiesel 
(Excerpts) 

H ••• Today is April 19, and on 
April 19, 1943, the Warsaw Ghetto 
rose in arms against the onslaught 
of the Nazis. They were so few and 
so young and so helpless. And no­
body came to their help. And they 
had to fight what was then the 
mightiest legion in Europe. Every 
underground received help except 
the Jewish underground. And yet 
they managed to fight and resist 
and push back those Nazis and 
their accomplices for six weeks. 
And yet the leaders of the free 
world, Mr. President, knew every­
thing and did so little, or nothing, or 
at least nothing specifically to save 
Jewish children from death. You 
spoke of Jewish children, Mr. Presi­
dent. One million Jewish children 
perished. If I spent my entire life 
reciting their names, I would die 
before finishing the task. 

" ... A few days ago, on the anni­
versary of the liberation of Buchen­
wald, all of us, Americans, watched 
with dismay and anger as the Soviet 
Union and East Germany distorted 
both past and present history. 

"Mr. President, I was there. I was 
there when American liberators ar­
rived. And they gave us back our 
lives. And what I felt for them then 
nourishes me to the end of my days 
and will do so. If you only knew 
what we tried to do with them then. 
We who were so weak that we 
couldn't carry our own lives, we 
tried to carry them in triumph. 

"Mr. President, we are grateful to 
the American Army for liberating 
us. We are grateful to this country, 
the greatest democracy in the 
world, the freest nation in the 
world, the moral nation, the au­
thority in the world. And • we are 
grateful, especially to this country 
for having offered us haven and 
refuge, and grateful to its leadership 
for being so friendly to Israel. 
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,,_ .. I belong to a traumatized 
generation. And to us, as to you, 
symbols are important. And fur­
thermore, following our ancient tra­
dition, and we are speaking about 
Jewish heritage, our tradition com­
mands us Hto speak truth to power." 

HSo may I speak to you, Mr. Presi­
dent, with respect and admiration, 
of the events that happened? 

,, ... May I, Mr. President, if it's 
possible at all, implore you to do 
something else, to find a way, to 
find another way, another site? That 
place, Mr. President, is not your 
place. Your place is with the victims 
of the SS. 

"Oh, we ko.ow there are political 
and strategic reasons, but this issue, 
as all issues relateci to that awesome 
event, transcends politics and 
diplomacy. 

,,The issue here is not politics, but 
good and evil. And we must never 
confuse them. 

"For I have seen the SS at work. 
And I have seen their victims. They 
were my friends. They were my 
parents. 

"Mr. President, there was a de­
gree of suffering and loneliness to 
the concentration camps that defies 
imagination. Cut off from the world 
with no refuge anywhere, sons 
watched helplessly their fathers be­
ing beaten to death. Mothers 
watched their children die of hun­
ger. And then there was Mengele 
and his selections. Terror, fear, isola­
tion, torture, gas chambers, flames, 
flames rising to the heavens." 

Beth Hatefutsoth 
Exhibition: 'The 
Survivors: Return to Life' 

To mark the 40th anniversary of 
the liberation of the Nazi death 
camps, the Beth Hatefutsoth in Tel­
Aviv opened a large exhibition de­
picting the life of Holocaust survi­
vors in the years 1945-1950, their 
rehabilitation in displaced persons 
camps in Germany, their vital con­
tribution in the struggle for a Jewish 
state, the period of the illegal Aliyah 
and the breaking of the British 
blockade of Palestine. 

The exhibition, augmented with 
material on the life of survivors in 
the U.S. and other countries, will in 
due course be shown in the United 
States. The American Gathering 
and Federation of Jewish Holocaust 
Survivors is among the sponsors of 
the exhibition. 

World Assembly of 
Holocaust Survivors Held 
in Israel 

The World Assembly to com­
memorate 40 years since the defeat 
of Nazi Germany and its satellites 
convened in Jerusalem May 5-9, 
1985. The Assembly was organized 
by the Israeli Government under 
the patronage of Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres with the collabora­
tion of many survivors' organiza­
tions throughout the world, includ­
ing the American Gathering and 
Federation of Jewish Holocaust 
Survivors. 

The World Federation of Jewish 
Fighters, Partisans and Camp In­
mates held its Congress in conjunc­
tion with and as an integral part of 
the World Assembly. 

The week-long ceremonies, semi­
nars, mass rallies and parades left 
an indelible impact on thousands of 
participants. The program also in­
cluded visits to historical sites con­
nected with the valiant role played 
by Holocaust survivors in Israel's 
War of Independence. 



Children of Survivors Protest At 
Bergen-Belsen 

Reagan Visit Condemned As Desecration 

On Sunday, May 5, 1985, 
immediately after Presi­
dent Ronald Reagan and 

West German Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl had left the Memo­
rial site of Bergen-Belsen for the 
Bitburg- cemetery, some 50 
American Jews gathered at the 
Jewish monument of Bergen­
Belsen for a somber memorial 
service in protest against Presi­
dent Reagan's laying of a wreath 
at Bitburg. The protest demon­
stration was organized by the In­
ternational Network of Children 
of Jewish Holocaust Survivors. 

The Network delegation was 
led by Founding Chairman 
Menachem Rosensaft and Presi­
dent Jerzy Warman, and in­
cluded Network leaders Rositta 
Kenigsberg of Miami, Michael 
Korenblit of Washington, D.C., 
Sarah Ducorsky of Long Island, 
Rebecca Knaster, Joyce Celnik, 
Eva Fogelman, Tom Teicholz, 
Jack Halpern and Ritalynne 
Brechner of New York City, Ste­
phen Tencer and Jeanette Fried­
man-Sieradski of New Jersey, 
Esther Fink of Chicago, Charles 
Silow and Bernard Kent of De­
troit, Mark Tykocinski of Cleve­
land, and Lee Kagan of Los An­
geles. The delegation also 
included survivors Kalman 
Sultanik, Vice-President of the 
World Jewish Congress; Jack 
Eisner, President of the Holo­
caust Survivors Memorial Foun­
dation; and Professor Henry 
Friedlander of Brooklyn College. 

Before leaving New York, 
Jerzy Warman explained the rea­
sons for the protest at a press 
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Menachem Rosensq/l at the Jewish Monument of Bergen-Belsen. 
(Photo: Esther Fink/ 

conference at Kennedy Airport. 
"As sons and daughters of Jews 
who were miraculously saved 
from the Nazi Genocide," he 
said, "we want to demonstrate 
our outrage against equating the 
killers with their victims. We 
hope that our gesture will in 
some measure compensate for 
the shame the President is going 
to inflict on our country by reha­
bilitating the murderers. Our 
demonstration is neither political 
nor partisan, and our protest is 
not aimed against the govern­
ment of the United States, the 
government of West Germany, 
or the alliance between our 
countries. We will be at Bergen­
Belsen to make a moral state­
ment, to declare as forcefully as 
we can that we shall never forget 
and that we will never let the 
world forget." 

The members of the Interna­
tional Network had wanted to 
conduct an orderly, nonviolent 
demonstration at the gates of 
Bergen-Belsen as President Rea­
gan and Chancellor Kohl en­
tered the Memorial Site. How­
ever, hundreds of West German 
policemen, with American Se­
cret Service agents at their side, 
kept the camp sealed off for all 
but 400 or so invited guests until 
a{ ter the departure of the Ameri­
can President and the West Ger­
man Chancellor. Leaders and 
rep1resentatives of Jewish organi­
zafoons throughout the world 
had refused to accompany Presi­
dent Reagan to Belsen because 
of .his decision to go from there 
to Bitburg. 

The Second Generation's me­
moni.al service began with the 
laying of roses at the foot of the 

17 



The Second Generation's demonstration at Belsen on May 5 was the most powerful response to President 
Reagan's Bitburg visit. The extent of its impact and significance is reflected in the following lead editorial published in 
The Boston Globe on May 7, 1985: • 

Reagan's desecration . 
Minutes after President Reagan's helicopter had lifted 

him out of Bergen-Belsen, about 50 people were allowed 
to enter the grounds. They were survivors of the death 
camps and the children of survivors. While Reagan and 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl were making their visit and 
giv.ing their speeches, the unofficial delegation had been 
kept out of sight of the cameras. 

When they were finally permitted to visit the place · 
where their mothers, fathers, sisters and brothers had 
perished, they had to reconcile the past and the present, 
the old memories of corpses strewing the earth and the 
new experience of having the White House staff prevent 
them from praying for their murdered families in the 
presence of the President. 

Menachem Rosensaft, chairman of the International 
Network of Children of Jewish Holocaust Survivors, 
spoke to the small cluster of mourners. He said: 0 Never, 
until today, has anyone dared to prevent survivors and 
children of survivors from standing beside these mass 
graves and this monument, while two politicians violate 
their sanctity and every principle of decency by coming 
here on their way to honoring the memory of the SS." 

If Reagan and Kohl spoke for their governments and 
were motivated by the cold calculations of politics, then 
Rosensaft was speaking for all the men, women and 
children who were shot or starved or gassed by the 
Nazis. 

Rosensaft said that the visit to Bitburg by Reagan and 

• • 
Kohl was 0 a desecration of the six million dead: He was 
right; it was a desecration. 

Kalman Sultanik, a survivor of the Belsen camp and 
now vice president of the World Jewish Congress, ex­
pressed the hope that Reagan would 0 correct his repug­
nant comparison of Nazi murderers with their victims." 
He was right; it was a repugnant comparison. 

Serge Klarsfeld, who tracked down Klaus Barbie, the 
Nazi official responsible for torturing and murdering 
French Resistance fighters and for deporting Jewish chil­
dren to the concentration camps, took exception to Rea­
gan's saying that one man - Hitler - was responsible 
for murdering millions of Jews, Poles, Czechs, Russians, 
Gypsies, homosexuals, socialists, Christians and demo­
crats. He was right; the Holocaust was not the crime of 
one man. 

Reagan in Germany spoke about reconciliation and 
remembrance, and he concluded his talk at Bergen-Bel­
sen with the reverberating phrase, 0 Never again." The 
people who have his ear should now try to make him 
understand the difference between reconciliation with 
killers and reconciliation with the victims. 

They should remind him of the shameful behavior of 
US officials who turned Jewish refugees away from 
sanctuary in America after the truth was known about 
the Final Solution. They should tell him about the Nazi 
criminals who went on the payroll of the US govern­
ment after the war - for reasons of state ... 
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Jewish monument and the sing­
ing of Ani Maamin. Then, 
Menachem Rosensaft - whose 
father, the legendary Josef 
Rosensaf t, had been the leader 
of the survivors of Bergen-Bel­
sen from the day of liberation in 
1945 until his untimely death in 
1975 - addressed the group in 
both English and Yiddish. 

"President Reagan and Chan­
cellor Kohl know very well that 
the SS were the ultimate person­
ification of Hitler's nightmarish 
regime, the ultimate embodi­
ment of evil, and still they insist 
on honoring their memory. 

memory of the victims of Belsen, 
or they can honor the SS. They 
cannot do both. And by entering 
Bitburg, they desecrate the 
memory of all those who were 
murdered by the SS, and of all 
those whom they pretended to 
commemorate here at Belsen." 

"Never, until today, has any­
one dared to prevent survivors 
and children of survivors from 
standing beside these mass 
graves and this monument," 
Rosensaft said, 0 while two politi­
cians violate their sanctity and 
every principle of decency by 
coming here on their way to 
honoring the memory of the SS. 
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"Today we say to Chancellor 
Kohl that his attempt to describe 
the Waffen SS as simple soldiers 
is a perverse rewriting of history, 
and we say to President Reagan 
that his comparison of the SS or 
any German soldiers to the vic­
tims of the Holocaust is morally 
repugnant. 

"President Reagan and Chan­
cellor Kohl have embarked on a 
macabre tour, an obscene pack­
age deal, of Bergen-Belsen and 
Bitburg. Today we say to them 
that they can either honor the 

Rosensaft's speech was fol­
lowed by remarks by Kalman 
Sultanik and Jack Eisner. 
Sultanik observed that "Presi­
dent Reagan did for one hour 
what has not been done in forty 
years. He made Bergen-Belsen 
'Judenfrei.'n Stephen Tencer, 
who, like Rosensaft, was born in 
Bergen-Belsen, recited the El 
Mole Rachamim, and the cere­
mony concluded with the saying 
of Kaddish and the singing of 
the Partisan Hymn. 



ANNUAL DAYS OF REMEMBRANCE CEREMONY HELD AT CAPITOL ROTIJNDA 
Seated from lgt to right: Miles Lerman, Sigmund Strochlitz, John Marsh, Secretary qf the Army, Elie Wiesel, Chairman, U.S. 
Holocaust Council, Secretary of State George P. Shulz, Sam Bloch, Chairman of the Board of Advisors qf the U.S. Holocaust 
Memorial Council, and Rabbi Mitchell Wahlberg. Beryamin Meed and Sigmund Strochlitz are Co-Chairmen of the Day of 
Remembrance Committee. 

U.S. Liberators 
Honored at 
Arlington 
Cemetery 

Sunday, May 5, 1985, while Pres­
ident Regan was in Bitburg and 
Jewish survivors and the Second 
Generation held ceremonies at Ber­
gen-Belsen and Dachau, American 
Jews, together with veterans 
groups, assembled in hundreds of 
cities throughout the United States 
to pay tribute to American service­
men killed during World War II. 

One thousand people gathered at 
Arlington National Cemetery in the 
nation's capital for a solemn and 
moving tribute to the Gls who liber­
ated the Nazi death camps. 

The Disabled American Veterans 

provided a color guard during the 
commemoration on a hill overlook­
ing the immense cemetery. The 
flags of the U.S. Battalions which 
liberated the concentration camps 
were presented, as the U.S. Army 
Band played taps and a mournful 
rendition of H Adon Olam" as 
wreaths and camatrions were laid 
by the participating groups. The 
American Gathering and Federa­
tion of Jewish Holocaust Survivors 
took a leading part in the event. 

Benjamin Meed, President of the 
organization, told the crowd: 
uThere can be no reconciliation be­
tween the murderers and their vic­
tims. We must not betray the mem­
ory of our martyrs. 

uwe live in a world of images. 
The image of an American Presi­
dent, however well intentioned, at a 
German cemetery where soldiers 
are buried including Nazi SS of-

ficers and concentration camp 
guards, sends the wrong signal to 
the world." 

Meed continued, HWe have seen 
our leaders go to great pain to sepa­
rate the evil of Nazism from the 
German people. But we must re­
member that the Nazis did not op­
erate in a vacuum. While there were 
exceptions - and we acknowledge 
and honor those exceptions - the 
German nation was willingly mo­
bilized to carry out the Nazi poli­
cies, and therefore shares in the 
moral responsibility for the 
destruction."' 

Paying tribute to the American 
heroes, Meed said, #Let us remem­
ber together and not allow history 
to repeat itself. We will forever 
honor and remember each soldier 
who fell in battle to liberate us and 
who saved an entire world." 
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Holocaust Memorial Center in Detroit 
The Holocaust Memorial Center in Detroit is the ful­
fillment of a dream shared by Founder and Director 
Rabbi Charles Rosenzveig and his fellow survivors of 
the Holocaust. It was first 

nology - such as video screens and computers inge­
niously force the visitor to dwell on why and how the 
Germans destroyed the European Jewish community. 

proposed twenty years 
ago. Through two decades 
of planning, community 
support grew, and the 
Center's objectives ex­
panded beyond simply 
creating a memorial. Those 
objectives are stated on the 
wall as you enter the 
museum: 

• To preserve the memory 
of the 6,000,000 Jews 
murdered in the 
Holocaust. 

• To preserve the history 
of the 4,500 Jewish 
communities destroyed 
by the Nazis. 

• To record the apathy of 
the many who did noth­
ing and to honor those 
who risked their lives to 
save the Jews. 

• To recall the cultural, so­
cial and religious rich­
ness of Jewish life in 
Europe prior to the 
Holocaust. 

• To help future genera­
tions understand and di­
rect their lives toward an 
open, free society. 

Nearly 100,000 visitors 
over the past seven 
months, mostly non-Jews, 
have come to view the 
museum's exhibits. Inside, 

National Executive Board 
to Meet in Detroit, 

November 9-11, 1985 
The National Executive Board of the newly 
reorganized American Gathering and Federa­
tion of Jewish Holocaust Survivors will hold 
its first conference in Detroit, Michigan, Nov­
ember 9-11-1985. 

The leaders of Detroit's Holocaust Memorial 
Center will be hosts of the conference which is 
expected to be attended by hundreds of Board 
members from throughout the country. 

The host committee, under the chairman­
ship of Henry Dorfman, includes Alex Ehr­
man, Fred Ferber, Leon Halpern, Alex Karp, 
Bernard Kent, Dr. Kristina Kochanowski, Dr. 
John Mames, Abe Pasternak, Jack Seiderman, 
Dr. and Mrs. Leo Shipko and Abraham 
Weberman. 

Rabbi Charles Rosenzveig, in extending the 
formal invitation for the Detroit conference, 
said, "The Holocaust Memorial Center which 
has won international acclaim as a world-class 
institution and as a standard to be emulated, is 
a logical choice for the First National Planning 
Conference. It will let the world know what 
the survivors, and indeed the American com­
munity can and must do to perpetuate the 
memory, the story, and the lessons of the 
Holocaust." 

The following report about the Holocaust 
Memorial Center is based on an article written 
by Damon Darlin and published in the July 1, 
1985 issue of The Wall Street Journal. 

Only recently, as the 
ranks of the survivors 
have begun to dwindle 
and as revisionists have 
taken to claiming that the 
Holocaust never occurred, 
could Rabbi Rosenzveig, a 
survivor himself, raise the 
seven million dollars nec­
essary to create the center. 

The Holocaust Memo­
rial Center exhibits were 
designed by internation­
ally known museum de­
signer James Gardner of 
London, England. He also 
created the Museum of the 
Diaspora in Tel Aviv. 

A visitor's journey back 
into the Holocaust begins 
in a darkened tunnel with 
a Jewish lullaby in the 
background. After only a 
few steps, the peace is 
shattered by the recorded 
sound of Adolf Hitler rant­
ing about the master race. 
And in the semi-darkness, 
displays chronicle the rise 
of Nazism and anti-Semi­
tism in Germany. 

Around the comer is a 
well-lit room. On one side 
are displays of Jewish 
achievement. They serve 
as a counterpoint to the 
other side: German anti­
Semitic propaganda and 
photographs of the humil-
iations inflicted upon Jews 
before World War II. 

it isn't a chamber of horrors, but a contemplative 
shrine to the six million and to the survivors. 

In the heart of the museum, more video screens 
show German films of the camps. Illuminated by fire 
- not of destruction, but from an eternal flame sym­
bolizing hope - a nearby bricked alcove contains the 
story of the Warsaw Ghetto through its final uprising. 

To be sure, there are the death camp films of walk­
ing skeletons and dead bodies piled like cordwood. 
But the museum's intimate design and use of tech-
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Josef Mengele - Unanswered Questions 
The decision of the medical ex­

aminers in Sao Paulo that the bones 
discovered in a grave, concealed for 
seven years, are the remains of the 
"Angel of Death" of Auschwitz does 
not answer the questions asked by 
Holocaust survivors. Our doubts 
persist, and, therefore, there is an 
urgent need for an international in­
vestigation to address the following 
questions: 

punishment for aiding and abetting 
this notorious murderer? 

ligation to remember. 
We, the survivors of the Holo­

caust, would have preferred that he 
face trial which would have served 
humanity as a lesson and a warn­
ing. It violates our sense of justice 
that he apparently died a free man 
and will face ultimate justice in the 
recesses of Hell - eluding the di­
rect judgment of a courtroom. 

• How many of his Nazi collabora­
tors are still free enjoying normal 
lives? 

There is nothing "alleged" about 
Mengele's crimes. His evil was a 
unique horror, even among hard­
ened German Nazis. 

• How did Mengele manage to 
escape? 
• How was he able to live as a free 
man for so long, traveling through­
out the world, meeting his son and 
friends, receiving funds from the 
family business and continuing his 
activities without interruption or 
discovery? 
• Why didn't the German prosecu­
tors uncover the available evidence 
leading to Brazil 10 or 20 years ago? 
• Who sheltered Mengele through­
out these years and will they escape 

He conducted cruel and inhuman 
medical experiments on thousands 
of innocents in the name of German 
pseudo-science. He reveled in play­
ing God, choosing who shall live 
and who shall die, by a wave of the 
hand. He paraded around Au­
schwitz, selecting hundreds of 
thousands for a torturous death, 
glorifying the Nazi cause and his 
major role in the "Final Solution." 
Millions of witnesses to Mengele' s 
crimes are no longer here to testify, 
but the ashes of Auschwitz are si­
lent testimony, and we have an ob-

We ask that the German govern­
ment prohibit the transfer to Ger­
man soil of the remains currently 
represented as belonging to Josef 
Mengele so as to prevent his burial 
site from becoming a shrine for 
those who would like to continue 
Mengele' s work. 

The chapter of Mengele and his 
numerous associates should not be 
considered closed. We call on all 
governments to continue relent­
lessly the ongoing efforts of bring­
ing these murderers to justice. 
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Pictures and text document this symbol of Jewish re­
sistance to the Nazi terror. Outside the wall, there is 
more evidence of Jewish resistance and its 
consequences. 

The Memorial Flame occupies a central place in the 
museum. It commemorates the 4,500 European Jew­
ish communities destroyed in the Holocaust, whose 
names are listed in a video exhibit adjoining the 
flame. 

The Righteous Gentiles who risked their security to 
help Jews survive the Holocaust are honored in the 
Hall of the Righteous. Most dramatically documented 
is the French community of Le Chambon-sur-Lignon, 
whose Protestant residents, led by their minister An­
dre Trocme, saved more than 5,000 Jews. Madam 
Trocme, Andre's widow, tells the story on videotape. 
The Garden of the Righteous, outside the Holocaust 
Memorial Center, will also recognize Gentiles who 
performed brave deeds to save Jewish lives. 

The Holocaust Memorial Center is much more than 
a monument to the six million. It is a national resource 
for the study of European Jewish history and culture, 
the Holocaust and related issues, and Jewish geneal­
ogy. At the heart of this resource is the Morris and 

Emma Schaver Library and Archives. The Center has 
already acquired hundreds of books and rare records. 
With its advanced computer system, the library and 
archives will eventually have a current bibliography 
of all literature available on the Holocaust, will be 
able to trace European Jewish families back hundreds 
of years, will store the greatest amount of information 
on prewar European Jewish history and culture as 
well as on the Holocaust available anywhere. 

At the dedication ceremony on September 16, 
1984, Rabbi Charles Rosenzveig remarked: "The Hol­
ocaust Memorial Center is unique in that it combines 
the re-creation of the cultural and social vibrancy of 
prewar European Jewish life with the story of the 
Holocaust. State-of-the-art audio and visual exhibits 
enhance our presentation and provide a source for 
documentation and research. 

"As word of our remarkable center spreads 
throughout the world, it is becoming evident that the 
Holocaust Memorial Center is truly an institution of 
international import. It is a dynamic institution that 
will significantly enrich the cultural life of our com­
munity and heighten the prestige of the metropolitan 
Detroit area." 
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American Gathering Co-Sponsors 
Holocaust Study in Israel for U.S. Teachers 

A group of 30 New York area 
teachers will be spending three 
weeks in Israel this summer as part 
of an innovative and timely pro­
gram to train secondary school 
teachers to teach Holocaust studies 
in the public school system. 

The program will be conducted at 
Ghetto Fighters House, Study 
Center of the Holocaust and Jewish 
resistance, one of the most 
respected educational and cultural 
institutions in Israel. Ghetto Fighter 
House is located on Kibbutz 
Lohamei Haghetaot in the northern 
Galille, which was founded by 
those who fought and survived the 
ghettos and concentration camps. 
The program will draw upon the 
personal experiences of Kibbutz 
members and will include side trips 
to Yad Vashem, Massada and other 
sights of Historic Jewish Resistance. 
It offers its participants a unique op­
portunity to broaden their knowl­
edge of the Holocaust in the context 
of Jewish renewal in Israel. 

The summer study program in 
Israel is jointly sponsored by the 
American Gathering and Federa­
tion of Jewish Holocaust Survivors, 
American Friends of Ghetto Fight-
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ers House, the United Federation of 
Teachers, AFL-CIO, and the Educa­
tors Chapter of the Jewish Labor 
Committee. 

Overall coordination of the train­
ing prog~am will be provided by 
Vladka Meed, who is chairperson of 
the Cultural Committee of the 
American Gathering and vice-pres­
ident of the Jewish Labor Commit­
tee. She is the author of "On Both 
Sides of the Wall," a moving and 
inspiring account of her own expe­
rience as a courier in the Warsaw 
Ghetto. 

"We the survivors know the pic­
tures are real," Meed stressed, "but 
they present only one part of what 
went on during the German occu­
pation"' of Europe. While much at­
tention has been devoted to the vic­
timized Jew of the Holocaust, Meed 
asserted that there is "another part 
- filled with life and dignity." She 
also believes that there must be a 
sharper focus shifted on the resis­
tance and the struggle against 
Nazism. 

At an orientation meeting last 
month, the participants were 
briefed about the aims and goals of 

the program. "When I became a 
parent," revealed Roman Kent from 
the American Gathering, "I realized 
that you as teachers sometimes 
have more power over students 
than we the parents." He added 
that "We from the American Gath­
ering realize that for us it is too late 
to do something. With your help, 
they (the students) will be able to 
prevent another Holocaust.,, 

Those who have been selected to 
participate are teachers who have 
demonstrated both an awareness of 
the need for this program and the 
commitment to teach Holocaust 
studies upon their" return to their 
classrooms. 

This summer's program is di­
rected by Professor Henry Feingold, 
CUNY Graduate Center and Ba­
ruch College. There will be distin­
guished guest lecturers from Israel's 
universities, Yad Vashem and the 
educational faculty of Ghetto Fight­
ers' House. 

Because of the enthusiastic re­
sponse in the New York area, the 
program is being expanded to in­
clude teachers from other parts of 
the country in coming years. 

Ernest W. Michel 
addressing the 
participants at 
services held May 3, 
1985 at Dachau 
Concentration camp 
in memory of the 6 
million Jews. 
Services were 
organized. by the 
American Jewish 
Congress on the 
occasion of the 40th 
anniversary of the 
liberation of the 

IIIC.......::!. ____ ..J camps. 



Remembrance and Responsibility: 
An Agenda for Survivors 

We are the survivors of the Holocaust. 

Forty years ago, a horrified world discovered us -
the stubborn remnant which emerged, scarred, but 
alive, from the crematoria, gas chambers and concen­
tration camps that were Bitler's final solution for the 
6,000,000 European Jews - our mothers, fathers, 
brothers, sisters, cousins, friends - including over a 
million Jewish children. 

We who survived believe there is a meaning to our 
survival. It conveys a special responsibility: To re­
member, to serve as witnesses and to tell what hap­
pened to our children - and to all of mankind's 
children - so that future generations are spared the 
horror and tragedy of our experience. 

We, the survivors - the guardians of their memory 
and the witnesses to their fate, are solemnly organiz­
ing to help build a world of peace in which our people 
- or any people - are accepted with dignity as free 
and equal in the brotherhood of man and the family 
of nations. 

We further resolve to dedicate ourselves to the eth­
ics of our faith, the vision of our prophets, the princi­
ples of democracy and our people, and to work with 
those of other races, creeds and backgrounds who 
share our mission so that we will be the last to be 
described as II survivors of the Holocaust·" 

• REMEMBRANCE OF THE HOLOCAUST: 

This is the prime commitment from which all others 
derive. It will never happen again if we never forget 
that it did happen. We pledge our full support and 
resources to further the efforts now undertaken by the 
U.S. Holocaust Memorial Council in Washington as 
well as all other Holocaust Centers throughout the 
U.S. and other parts of the world. 

• ISRAEL; 

Treasured through 2,000 years of dispersion, reborn 
from the ashes of our martyred six million, tested in 
the flames of war and the hypocrisy of international 
bigotry, Israel - the soul, heart and refuge of our 
people - must be treasured, preserved - and her 
development and growth encouraged in every possi­
ble way. 

• AMERICAN JEWISH LIFE: 

As productive citizens of a free and vibrant demo­
cratic society in which Jewish life has flowered, we are 
resolved to make our individual and organizational 
contributions to the religious, educational, communal, 
political and philanthropic institutions which are part 
of that flowering. 

• SOVIET JEWRY: 

As survivors, we express our solidarity, particularly 
with the Jews of the Soviet Union who are enduring 
persecution, oppression, harassment, imprisonment, 
discrimination, isolation, religious restriction and cul­
tural destruction. In their behalf, we will not be si­
lenced until they too are free. 

• ANTI-SEMITISM: 

Ourselves victims of this most ancient and enduring 
of all bigotries, the elimination and anti-Semitism in 
all its forms anywhere in the world, must be our 
prime purpose and that of any civilized person. 

• NAZI CRIMINALS: 

How can we forget the torturers and murderers? The 
fact that today, 40 years after their horrible crimes 
were uncovered, they still remain among us, is a bitter 
irony. We are committed to the unceasing pursuit of 
these Nazi War Criminals, wherever they are hiding, 
so that we can help our government, as well as other 
governments, in bringing them to justice. 

• FIGHT FOR FREEDOM: 

Having known what it is to lose freedom - that 
indefinable, intangible quality so essential to a ful­
filled life - we shall fight to provide it wherever it is 
denied and to preserve it wherever it prevails. To this 
end - as did the founders of this nation - we pledge 
11 our sacred honor." 

• NATIONAL REGISTER: 

It is important to collect names of the survivors and 
their families, and pertinent data for . history, docu­
mentation and research. Every survivor's name must 
be included in this central file. 
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Many survivors have found long-lost rela­
tives and friends through our computerized 
National Register. If you have not entered 
your name in the Register, no one will find 
you. We urge you to fill out this form and 
return it to us promptly. 
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AMERICAN GATHERING OF JEWISH HOLOCAUST 
SURVIVORS - The National Register 
I 22 West 30th Street. New York, N. Y. I 000 I 

Husband □ 

NAMc--------------------
LAST FIRST MIDDLE 

FATHER'S NAME ______________ _ 

STREET _________________ _ 

CITY ___________________ _ 

STATE ------------ZIP _____ _ 

TELEPHONE: HOME _____ _, _________ _ 

NAME BEFORE WORLD WAR II. If different or if spelled 
differently (include maiden name) 

Please check the appropriate answers: 
□ Survivor □ Spouse of Survivor 
□ second Generation D Third Generation 
□ Spouse of second Generation 
occupatio.,_· ________________ _ 

Place of residence before world War II: 

CITY COUNTRY 

Place of incarceration (camp, ghetto, hideout, forest), by 
name and dates: 

Wife □ 

NA ... ~~------------------
LAST FIRST MIDDLE 

FATHER"S NAME---------------
STREET _________________ _ 

CITY ___________________ _ 

STATE ____________ ZIP _____ _ 

TELEPHONE: HOME,__ __ __, __________ _ 

NAME BEFORE WORLD WAR II. If different or if spelled 
differently (include maiden name) 

Please check the appropriate answers: 
□ Survivor □ Spouse of Survivor 
□ second Generation □ Third Generation 
□ Spouse of second Generation 

occupation·-________________ _ 

Place of residence before World war II: 

CITY COUNTRY 

Place of incarceration (camp. ghetto. hideout. forest). by 
name and dates: 

NATIONAL REGISTER 
OF 

JEWISH HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS 
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RECORD OF YOUR CHILDREN 
NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY STATE ZIP 

OCCUPATION 

NAM 

ADDRESS 

CITY STATE ZIP 

OCCUPATION 

NAM 

ADDRESS 

CITY STATE ZIP 

OCCUPATION 

RECORD OF FAMILY MEMBERS 
WHO DIED AFTER LIBERATION 

RELATIO,~---------------

NAM~----------------

RESIDENCE BEFORE W.W.11 _______ _ 

PLACES OF INCARCERATION _______ _ 

DATE AND PLACE OF DEA . ._ _______ _ 

AGE AT TIME OF DEATH _________ _ 

RELATIO,~---------------

NAM.~----------------

RESIDENCE BEFORE W.W.11 _______ _ 

PLACES OF INCARCERATION _______ _ 

DATE AND PLACE OF DEA • ~--------

AGE AT TIME OF DEATH _________ _ 



Letters to 
the Editor 
Philadelphia Experience ... 

The memory lingers on of a fasci­
nating and meaningful few days in 
Philadelphia. The Gathering was 
handled with great dignity. Al­
though colored by the shadow of 
Bitburg, the emotions were so di­
rected by the leaders that it all 
turned out constructive, where it 
could have been chaotic. I feel 
that your organization is doing an 
excellent job in not letting.the world 
forget. 

Sylvia L. Reback 
San Francisco, CA 

Found Relatives and Friends ... 
I have just returned from the 

Philadelphia Survivors Assembly. I 
want you to know that at the Con­
ference my Mother, Zosia Piekarska 
Brodecki of Richmond, Virginia was 
fortunate enough to be reunited 
with two persons from her pre­
American life. One is Freda Lieber 
of University Heights, Ohio who 
was with my Mother in three con­
centration camps. The other is 
Topka Logan of Cinncinnati, Ohio 
who last saw my Mother at the 
Mother's last (10th) birthday party 
in Sosnowiec, Poland before they 
were taken to the ghetto. As a 
result of his participation in the 
1983 conference in Washington, 
D.C., my father Boleslaw Brodecki 
from Warsaw, Poland, was reunited 
with Lucy Teicher, to his knowledge 
the only surviving member of his 
family. Both conferences worked 
wonders for my family's spirits. 

Joseph M. Brodecki 
The Minneapolis Federation for 

Jewish Service, Minneapolis, MN 

Fears Mengele Myth ... 
American physicians, experts in 

forensic medicine, fly to Brazil to 
examine bones, measure a skull and 
study teeth. The world's largest 
news service reports, with a kind of 

breathless anticipation, that the sis­
ter-in-law of the presumedly dead 
man's son says the latest ustatement 
will be telexed to news media." 
Headlines tell us uSpecialists To 
View Remains of Mengele," 
uMengeles To Make Another State­
ment. 0 The story is grist for the 
mill, along with the Von Bulow trial 
and the Reagan budget. Where 
were the physicians in 1943 and 
1946? Where was the interest and 
concern in 1960 and 1970 for the 
400,000 victims of this man, human 
beings whose bones never have 
been examined, whose skulls have 
never been deemed important 
enough to be measured by forensic 
experts? Yes, it is necessary for us 
to mark the death of such a beast, 
but will death make it acceptable 
for us to elevate Josef Mengele into 
the kind of folk hero that Adolf 
Hitler has become? Are we building 
ourselves a new myth? How many 
paperback pot-boilers are in this, 
anyway? How soon will the made­
for-TV movies of the week appear? 

Four decades ago, my wife and 
two of her sisters made it past the 
inspection of Dr. Josef Mengele as 
he played God at Auschwitz. Her 
mother and baby sister made it only 
as far as the gas chambers. Can 
there be a future for civilization that 
ignores such acts, and allows itself 
to be titillated by the perpetrators? 

Norman Abelson 
Concord, New Hampshire 

Condemns Bitburg ... 

The Bitburg controversy drove 
home several important lessons 
which every Jew in America must 
now ponder. The ostensible political 
power of the Jews has once again 
been exposed as a myth. Our Presi­
dent and those around him have 
fully and openly manifested their 
preferences. As a survivor of the 
Holocaust, I realize now for the first 
time, how impotent and helpless 
were the Jewish leaders of the 
1940's who went to Washington to 
plead on our behalf. Instead of a 

totally disinterested Roosevelt, we 
now have a man in the White 
House writing his own historical 
script. Instead of Breckenridge 
Long, we now have Pat Buchanan. 

I know now that my vote for Mr. 
Reagan was a terrible mistake. 
Once again I feel vulnerable, un­
protected and betrayed. I know 
now that should the State of Israel 
be in jeopardy in the near future, 
the response of this White House 
would be pragmatic, not moral. I 
know now that should there be an­
other Auschwitz anywhere in the 
world, Jewish pleas for help would 
be no more successful now than 
forty years ago. In his quest for 
global political expediency, Mr. Rea­
gan has chosen to rewrite history. 
According to him, Holocaust survi­
vors can be compared with German 
soldiers, who in his opinion, were 
equal victims of Nazism. To me, this 
is the greatest insult to the memory 
of those who perished. William 
Shirer, the author and war corre­
spondent, is probably one of the 
best informed historical authorities 
on Nazism. In his letter to the New 
York Times, he wrote, uThe idea 
that most German soldiers felt 
themselves victims of Nazism is 
false. I do not believe that the Presi­
dent can further reconciliation with 
the Germans on the basis of a false­
hood." In my own personal expe­
rience, I saw the Einsatzgruppen in 
action several times. They were the 
most frenzied killers among the SS, 
and I remember how very young 
they were. Certainly not older than 
the SS buried at Bitburg, whom our 
President honored. The Presi­
dent's visit to Bitburg is an event 
which cannot and should not be ex­
plained away as a staff fiasco. 
Bitburg was a clear choice, a reaffir­
mation by powerful forces in this 
country who still think to this day 
that we fought the wrong enemy in 
World War II. 

Joseph Horn 
Glen Rock, New Jersey 

25 



Mermelstein 
Victory 
Vindicates All 
Survivors 

Together with all survivors, we 
are gratified to learn about Mel 
Mermelstein' s court victory over 
the infamous Institute for Historical 
Review and other groups who deny 
the Holocaust and that the Nazis 
gassed Jews in Auschwitz. 

We have admired Mermelstein' s 
perseverance in the past four years 
in taking up the survivors' cause 
and pursuing the fight against the 
anti-Semites' attempts to distort 
history and insult the victims of the 
Holocaust. We know the pain and 
anguish that Mermelstein was sub­
jected to in trying to "prove" the 
truth. Only we, his fellow survi­
vors, can understand the trauma of 
his exhausting experience in the le- • 
gal battle to vindicate the memory 
of our dear ones. 

With the case settled, Mermel­
stein told reporters: "I'm elated and 
relieved. They caved in. Not only 
that, but we proved they cannot get 
away with taking such a barbaric 
event as I have been through and 
turn it into a dagger to hurt me 
with." 

Mermelstein, a survivor of Au­
schwitz and Buchenwald, now liv­
ing in Long Beach, California, sued 
the institute in February 1981, after 
the organization refused to pay him 
the $50,000 reward it had promised 
for supplying proof that Jews were 
gassed in Auschwitz. In a court­
approved settlement of July 22, 
1985, Mermelstein was awarded 
the $50,000 and an additional 
$40,000 for the pain and suffering 
caused by the institute's claims. 

An important feature of the 
court-ordered agreement is that the 
institute must issue a formal written 
apology to Mr. Mermelstein and all 
other Auschwitz survivors for the 
pain it caused them by claiming the 
Holocaust was a myth. In addition, 
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Rosensaft Bergen-Belsen Archive 
Dedicated at Yad Vashem 

The Josef Rosensaft Bergen-Belsen Archive containing historical docu­
ments of the liberation of Bergen-Belsen and the aftermath of the Holocaust 
was dedicated at Yad Vashem in Jerusalem this July. The archive includes a 
wealth of historical material - photographs, correspondence, books, pam­
phlets, press clippings - covering the period of 1945-1950. It depicts the 
political, cultural, religious and creative Jewish life in the Displaced Persons 
Camp of Bergen-Belsen. 

The dedication was part of the ongoing commemorations of the 40th 
anniversary of the liberation of the Nazi death camps. The occasion was 
highlighted by a special reception for the delegates of the World Federation 
of Bergen-Belsen Associations, led by the organization's president, Sam 
Bloch, hosted by President Chaim Herzog at the President's Residence, and 
a Reunion and Liberation Dinner at the Museum of the Diaspora. 

Principal speakers at the various events in Israel were Sam Bloch, Hadas­
sah Rosensaft, Norbert Wollheim, Mayor Teddy Kollek of Jerusalem, 
Gideon Hausner, Chairman of the Council of Yad Vashem, Yitzchak Arad, 
Director of Yad Vashem, Mannes Schwarz, Prof. Yehuda Bauer of the 
Hebrew University and Menachem Rosensaft, as well as leading members 
of the Bergen-Belsen group in Israel- Rachmiel Singer, Hela Berlinski and 
Efraim Londner, and Moshe Milis of the World Federation of Jewish Fight­
ers, Partisans and Camp Inmates. 

IsmeliPresid.ent Chaim Herzog greeting delegates of World Fedemtionof Bergen-Belsen 

Associations. 

the institute must acknowledge 
once and for all, that 0 the fact that 
Jews were gassed at Auschwitz is 
indisputable." 

The New York Times, in a July 29 
editorial, commented: °For anyone 
to deny (the Holocaust) is a tran­
scendent obscenity of our time, yet 
that's just the position of an organi­
zation called the Institute for His­
torical Review. 

". . . Coming to grips with the 
extermination of millions has taken 
not just years, but generations. It 

has not been enough to expose 
those who ran the death camps as 
aberrant monsters. They were mon­
sters, surely, but over time, society 
has found it easier to acknowledge 
that they were human monsters ... 

"To keep the reverberating 
pledge, Never Again!, mankind 
needs to understand." 

To our brother and friend Mel, 
we say: We owe you a debt of grati­
tude for your unflinching pursuit of 
justice and for extracting a victory 
on behalf of all Jewish survivors. 
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"LIBERATOR" - 15 ft. sculpture by Nat.an Rapoport 
erected May 30, 1985 at Liberty Park in New Jersey. The 
statue depicts an American sol.dier canying a Jewish 
concentration camp victim. 
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'FROM HOLOCAUST TO NEW LIFE' 
The commemorative volume of the American 

Gathering of Jewish Holocaust Survivors in 
Washington, D.C. is now being readied by the printers 
and will be shipped to all advance subscribers this fall. 

If you have not yet ordered the book, we urge you to 
do so now. Please fill out the order form and mail it to 
us promptly. 

STILL AVAILABLE ... in limited quantities some rare 
mementos of the historic events- the 1983 American 
Gathering in Washington D.C. and the 1985 Inaugural 
Assembly in Philadelphia, Pa. 

Order the commemorative art medals and posters, or 
the Misha Raitzin record of classic Ghetto and 
Rememberance songs for yourself and your children. 
The income from the sale will help us to continue our 
activities. As a special inducement, we eliminated the 
shipping and handling charges. 

'FROM HOLOCAUST TO REDEMPTION: Bearing 
Witness' Book depicting the unique event in 
contemporary Jewish history- the World Gathering 
of Jewish Holocaust Survivors (Israel, June 1981 ). A 
limited quantity is still available. 

Order Form 

QUANrl'IY COST TOTAL 

"TOGETHER" POSTER $10.00 

BRONZE MEDAL 1943-1983 $10.00 
GOLD-PLATED MEDAL 1943-1983 $15.00 

BRONZE MEDAL 
Shofar and Liberty Bell $10.00 

GOLD-PLATED MEDAL 

Shofar and Liberty Bell $15.00 

SILVER MEDAL $60.00 

SCROLL OF REMEMBRANCE $15.00 

MISHA RAITZIN RECORD $10.00 

'FROM HOLOCAUST TO REDEMPI'ION: 
Bearing Witness' 

Book of the World Gathering 
In Israel, 1981 $36.00 

'FROM HOLOCAUST TO NEW LIFE' 

Book of the American Gathering 

In Washington, D.C. 1983 $50.00 

Shipping &> Handling Charges 0 

TOTAL: 

Make checks payable to "Amertcan Gathering" 

NAM=-----------------------
ADDRESS ___________________ _ 

Cl1Y _____________________ _ 

STATE _________ ZIP _________ _ 

NOTE: AMERICAN GATHERING OF JEWISH HOLOCAUST SURVNORS IS A REGISTERED 
TAX EXEMPT, NON PROFIT ORGANIZATION. 

American Gathering of Jewish Holocaust Survivors NON PROFIT ORG. 

122 WEST 30rn STREET • SUITE 205 • NEW YORK. N.Y. 1000 I U.S. POSTAGE 

PA ID 
New York, N.Y. 
Permit No. 4246 



(212) 239-4230 

American Gathering/Federation of Jewish Holocaust SuJVivors 
illJ?.1il fl11M\Y 111111!1 lJ1~1flllllJ!J\Oli7JlfflMJ1~ llJJMi71llJOM 
122 WEST 30TH STREET . SUITE 205. NEW YORK, N.Y. 10001 

Mr. Max Green 
Associate Director, Office of Public Liaison 
EOB - Room 196 
Washington DC 20500 

Dear Max: 

July 29, 1986 

I was pleased to talk with you and I will call you next week to set up an 
appointment in Washington DC. Needless to say, we appreciate your help. 

Enclosed please find copy of letter from the Vice-President and our 
response to the letter. 

I am also enclosing several publications including "The Obligation to 
Remember" published by The Washington Post and I refer you to pp. 18-23. ,r • 

Please note in the enclosed July 2 issue of "Together" the article on Page 
11 referring to our educational program in Holocaust Studies. 

I look forward to seeing you again. 

BM/mw 
encl. 

via overnight 



' ' J , ~tJ ( '.i .' L) 13~-4130 

~~~L -
i1JJ?GETH,ER- . 
4~~r:;-~::I Gathering/FCderation of Jewish ttolocaust Suniivors 

ilU1/!lil fl11N\lj llJl ll!l U•j~fllflll~\Dli711J11Url~ llJ1X1 PllJilN 
122 WEST 30TH STREET . surr.: 205 . NEW YORK, N.Y. 10001 

The Honorable George Bush 
Vice-President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington DC 20500 

Dear Vice-President Bush: 

July 28, 1986 

Today's 
reflects 
Holocaust 
moment. 

news from Jerusalem covers your visit to Yad Vashem and 
how deeply you were moved by your visit there. Thousands of 

survivors in this country were with you in spirit at that 

That is why it is so important that when we .gather on September 7 at 
the Statue of Liberty and for the Liberty Dinner in the Grand Ballroom 
of the Waldorf Astoria Hotel to celebrate "Forty 'lec:1.rs of our New Life" 
in the United States, your presence will mean so much to all of us. At 
that time, we will expr~ss our gratitude to America for making it 
possible for · us to come s·o far from the Holocaust and at the same time, 
never forgetting our past. _ 

We received the "letter dated July 16, from Ms. Deborah J. Hutton of 
your Schedul:-ing Office indicating that you will be ,,mable to join us 
due to a prior commitment. We do understand your busy schedule, but if 
there • is _any way to reconsider this importapt· ·occasion and possible 
adjust your schedule, we would greatly appreciate it. 

I look forward to hearfng from you. 

. ;;;,i::, (}JJ~4t 
qn·j• amin Meed 

BM/mw 



TO CELEBRATE 40 YE:ARS <JF FREEDOM 

SURVIVORS TO GATHER-AT 
STATIJE OF LIBERTY SEPT. 7 

0 n Sept.7th,thousands 
of Jewish Holocaust 
Survivors will gatjher. at 
the Statue of Liberty 
to commemorate 'tihe 

40th anniversary of their arrival in 
the United States. '.Fhe Amet:1ican 
Ga!Jhering and Federation of Jewish 
Holocaust Survivors announced 
that plans are underway for a 
patriotic celebration that will not 
only give thanks to America for 
providing survivors with a home 
and a haven. with an opportunity to 
begin their new life, but will 
demonstrate the unique 
contribution of Holocaust sMrvivors 
and t he second generation to this 
country. 

The Amemcan Gathering will be 
the only group of Americans given 
permission to come as a group ta 
use Liberty Island between the 
festive opening ohhe Statue of 
Liberty on July 4th and the 
completion ofthe renovations in 
late October. 

Secretary of t he Army, John 
Marsh has given his approval for 
the U.S. Army Band and Choir to 
perform. Flags of t he American 
units that liberated concent.-ation 
camps will be on display, and a 
cantata written especially for 
survivors and their liberators will be 
performed. 

As we go to press, plans are 
preliminary, but the day will begin 
with a ceremony at the Statue of 
Liberty. It is expected that a 
~anking Reagan administration 
official will adaress the gathering. 
Governors 0£ Metropolitan New 
York states and the entire regional 
congressional delegation ha1ve been 
invited. According to the planners, 
the event will not only celebrate 40 
,years of freedom but will focus on 
dramatic contributions of survivors 
to the American people during their 
new life. 

'Dhe assembly will also dramatize 
1/he distinct) role that survivors ~lay 
within American life. After 40 
years, Jewish Molocaust Survivors 
have taken their rightful place in 
America as embodiments of the 
American dream. Driven from t heir 
native lands by a tyrant, t hey came 
to the America shores bereft of 
material possessions but 'fueled by a 
passionate love of freedom. 

Thrnugh industry and initiative 
1iney rebuilt their lives in freedom, 
raised: children and grandchildren, 
and became an integral part of 
American life. Today survivors are 
found in every walk of American 
life-poets and politicians, 
scientists and industrialists, 
physiaians, lawyers and teachers, 
wo~kers and execut ives. 

Yet the survivors' experience of 
America was unique. Unlike earlier 
immigrant generations, surYivors 
are a constant reminder of 
America's failure to serve as a 
haven, a rescuer, or a protector 
during their hour of greatest need. 
So when they gather at the Statue 
of biberty to commemorate a 
gene.ration of freedom, survivors 
will speak to the promise of 
America, to the opportunity of 
America, and to its moment of 
failure. 
Evening Dinner is Planned 

In the late aftemoon of 
September 7th, a r,eception and 
dinner are scheduled for the 
Wall:lorf Astoria Hotel at which a 
series of awards will be presented 
along with an artistic and cultural 
program. Throughout the day, the 
atmosphere will be one of 
celebrating the blessing of free.dam 
and the contributions of the 
survivors and the second 
generation. There will be no 
solicitation of funds during the 
event. 

Benjamin Meed, president of the 
Gathering, has indicated that space 
at the I',iber,ty Island and at the 
Waldorf Astoria is limited. 
Reservations will be accepted on a 
first-come, first-serve basis and a 
regisffiiation fo rm is provided on the 
back page of this paper. Survivors 
from throughout the country are 
expected and it <is !hoped that t hey 
will mal<e their plans early to join 
the eelebration of 40 years of 
freedom. Further informaHon will 
be sent to all survivors in the mail 
within t he next several weeks, but 
Meed urged that registration begin 
immediately and asked that all 
cities create committees to arrange 
for transporation and registratiion. 
A special executive committee 
meeting will be pal't of the 
September 7th proceedings.• 
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The past two months has been a 
time of intensive activity for the 
American Gathering. Naturally, our 
efforts have been wnoentrated on 
the annual Yom Hashoah commem­
orations held throughout the coun­
try, in cit ies both large and small in 
the Capitol R0tunda and Madi~on 
Square Garden, in synagogues and 
churches. It is estimated that close 
to 500,000 people attended com­
memora1Jions in each oti ~he 50 

The election of Kurt Waldheim 
bas cast a painful shadmv over our 
activities. Once again , we are in­
volved in a political struggle against 
the forces of forgetfulness and once 
again our activi1Jies over the past 40 
years are in jeopardy. As with Bit­
bu~g, the ,Jewish community stood 
umted and pressed its case before 
world public opimon. Unfortu­
nately, Austria, which had deliber­
ately _de~eiv~d world opinion by 
proclaumng ~tself the first victim of 
}Mier , elected a Nazi as its presi­
dent. 

Tne American Gatherinu is de­
signed to serve the neetls ; ~ survi­
vors, t<> commemorate events of our 
lifetime, to m0urn the dead, and, 
~bove all, to bring us together. 
Forty Yeai;s of New ltife'­

Joint Event with mAS 
This year marks the 40th anni­

versary of the Truman Act which 
made it possible foF thousands of 
Holocaust Survivors to come to t he 
United States. 

To mark this milestone, we will 
gather on Sept. 7 in New York City 
and we expect approximately 2,000 
people from all over the co\llntry. 
We have imnted tjhe entire congres­
sional delegation of New York and 
New Jersey. We will gather on 1Jhe 
Island at approximately 11 a.m. for 
a 90-minute p,ogram which should 
include the U.S. Army Choir and 
Eland, presentation of flags of the 
American units that liberated the 
Nazis death camps. That afternoon 
we wiU gather at the Waldorfi Asto­
ria Hotel for a banquet at which 
time Claude Lanzmann will be pre­
sented with an award for his histor­
ic film "Shoah." There will also be 
an artistic program. 't'o make it 
possible for as many people to at­
tend the costi of the day will only 
$100 per person which will cover 
our expenses. There will be solicita­
tion of funds . 
W AGRO Commemol'ation 

T his year's annual Commemora­
tion held in the Felt Forum of 
Madison Square Garden and spon­
sored by WAG-RO and the tlnited 
Commemoration Committee of 
Metropolitan New York drew more 
t han 6,000 Holocaust survivors. 
Speakers inGlµded H.El. Abba Evan, 
Ambassador Benjamin Netanyahu, 
Mayor Edward I. Koch, Prof. Ellie 
Wiesel, Rabbis J:lerschel Schacter 
and Maske! Lookstein, Jean Bloch 
Rosensaft, Peggy 'Dishman and Jo­
seph Telrulsky. Benjamin Meed 
o~airnd the event. Onoe again, poli­
t10s mtruded into he Commemora­
tion as speaker after speaker raised 
t he Kurt Waldheim :issue. Ambassa­
dor Netanyahu was very informa­
tive in describing the thousands of 
files of suspeeted Nazi War Crimi­
nals that he had personally inspect­
ed at the United Nations and in 
pa-i:Licular the nota ions regarding 
Waldheim. On that same date. a 
letter was sent to Attorney General 
Edwin Meese requesting uhat Wald­
heim be placed on the "Watch List" 
denying him entrv to the United 
States. • 

Days of Remembrance 
Washington, D.C. 

'Dhe Annual Days of Remem­
brance Commemoration was held 
again t!his year at Vhe Capitol Ro­
t unda organized by the United 
States Holocaust Memorial Council. 
Speakers ancluded Vice President 
George Bush, and Elie Wiesel. Par­
ticipants included Abraham Bayer 
Miles L_erman, William Lowenberg'. 
Beniamm Meed, Sigmund Stroch­
litz, and Mark Talisman. Again, the 
subject of Waldheim was prominent 
among the speakers. 
Auschwitz Exhibition 

The Auschwitz Ex·hibition 
which was p1cepared under the aus'. 
pices of the Polish Government 
concluded a three-month display at 
the United Nations in February and 
it is est4mated that more than 1,500 
people per day viewed the exhibit. 
'I'he l'Jnited Jewish Appeal (UJA) 
has made arrangements with the 
Polish government to sponsor. the 
exhibition in various cities ~hrough­
out t!he United States. During a 
recent meetiing between the top 
l1;adership of U.JA and representa­
tives of the American Gathering 
from Galifomia, Massachusetts, 
New "¥ark, and Connecticut, there 
were extensive discussions regard­
ing the continuing need for revi­
sions to the exhibition. It was 
agreed tha~ a prominen~ Holocaust 
historian who is himself a survivor 
would view the exhibition and sub'. 
mit bis recommendations in order 
to preserve truth and accuracy. And 
a plan has been developed with the 
support of the survivors to correct 
tile Auschwivz exhibit before it be­
gins a coast to coast tour. 
Educational Program­
Holocaust Studies in Israel 

'I'his year's applicants for our 
Educational Program in l:lolocaust 
Studies in Israel are of the highest 
caliber. We had more than 200 
qualified appliacants and 40 were 
chosen to participate in this very 
successful program. The 40 partici­
pants-Jews and non-Jews- come 
f.ro m 13 different states. Their 
three-week course will include in­
struc1Jion at the G betto Fighters 
House, Yad Vasbem and other edu­
cataonal institutions in Israel. The 
project is in cooperation with the 
Educators Chapter of t he Jewish 
'Labor Oommittee and the American 
Federation of 'Feachers. The pro­
gram is coordinated by Vladka 
Meed, chairwoman of the Eauca­
tion Committee of the American 
Gathering. 
Membership 

It is with a great sense of 
achievement, that I infovm you that 
more than 4,000 families, dose to 
9,000 individuals, have joined the 
roster of membership 0£ the Ameri­
can Gathering and we, of course, 
would l ike all of you to assist in the 
continuation of our work. Our orga­
niza"'tiion is dependent upon grass­
roots support for its very survival. 
Mermelstein Victory Dinner 

On ,June 8, in Los Angeles, tJbe 
Southern California Council of Jew­
ish Holocaust Survivors together 
with the American Gathering pre­
sented Mel Mermelstein wit.I\ the 
Distinguished 'Humanitarian Award 
for his victory in a legal battle over 
the Institute of Hlistori~al Review. 
'il'he community-wide luncheon at 
the Beverly Hilton Hotel was 
chaired by Irving Peters and wa$ 
attended by more t.han 850 people. 
The attendees were eloquently ad-

dressed by F1red Diarnent, Dr. Lee 
Kagan, Lidia Budgor, Rene Fire­
stone, Stanley Hirsh, president of 
the Jewish Federation Council of 
Greatei Los Angeles; Dr. Abram L. 
Sachar, noted historian; and Neal 
M. Sher, director of the Office of 
Special Investigations, United 
States Department of J ustice. 
National Registry 

For the past year, we have been 
up-dating our computer records, 
eliminating duplicate mailings and 
correcting previous er,rors. The Na­
tiional Registry is a costly, t ime­
consuming undertaking, but it. is a 
unique prnject which cannot be 
replicated anywhere else in the 
world. It already serves needs of 
educators and students, researchers, 
scholars and the media. Our docu­
mentation is based upon the infor­
ma1non of those who survived and 
tells the tale of rebuilding of their 
lives in freedom. We have concen­
trated our efforts upon entering the 
survivor data which you have sub­
mitted including your name before 
the war, town before the war, names 
of camps/ghettos and place of liber­
ation. Soon you will be receiving a 
computer print-out based upon data 
furnished by you and which we ask 
that you review and verify for us. 
Coordination with Yad Vashem 

We recently met with Dr. Izohak 
Arad, chairman of directorate at. 
Yad Vashem who expressed his 
sincere desire that we coordinate 
our efforts in the cause of remem­
brance, documentation and educa­
tion. We agreed t hatl it ,s vital that 
Pages of Testimony be submitted to 
Yad Vashem for all known family 
members who perished during the 
Holocaust . 

Please let me hear from you if 
you have any special thoughts on 
the above topics and I look forward 
to your joining us here in New York 
City on September 7th. We hope to 
produce a day of events which will 
be meaningful and unforgetable. 
Please start organizing group travel 
for the weekend of Sept. 7th. New 
York will receive you with love. 

Benjomin Meed, President 

American Gathering and Federation of 
Jewish Holocaust Survivors. 

Another Kind of 
Witness' 

An exhibition of photographs 
commemorating the Inaugural As­
sembly . of the American Gathering 
of Jewish Holocaust Survivors in 
Philadelphia in the spring of 1985 
was on display at the Gershman 
"Y" of JCC through Monday, June 
30, 1986. This exhibit is sponsored 
by the Association of Jewish li!olo­
caust ~urvivors in Philadelphia, 
Memonal Committee for t he Six 
M,llion_ Jewish Martyrs, Charles 
and Ehzabeth Gershman, YM and 
YWHA of ,Jewish Community Cen ­
ters and t he Community College of 
Philadelphia. This excellent collec­
t ion of photos depicts the historic 
days when we were all so troubled 
and outraged over P resident Ronald 
Re~gan's _up:coming visit to Bitburg 
which comc,ded with our Inaugural 
Assembly. & 



The WJC and the Kurt Waldheim Affair 
E..ast week, Together interviewed 

Elan Steinberg, who directed the 
World Jewish Congress investiga­
tion of Kurt Waldheim. The ques• 
tions were asked by Micbael 
Berenbaum. 
Together: What do we know about 
Kurt Waldheim? 
Steinberg: Waldheim is an amoral, 
unrepentant liar, who was a mem­
ber 0£ three Nazi organizations and 
was a senior German intelligence 
officer. He bears the label Nazi War 
Criminal as determined by the Yu­
gosla\dan State War €rimes Com­
mission in 1947. He also stands 
accused by the United Natiqns Wru: 
Crimes Commission as a war crimi­
nal. 'I1he UN War Gm.mes Commis­
sion determined that he should 
stand trial for murder and putting 
hostages to death. 'il'he U.S. Justice 
Department Office of Special Inves­
tigation has said that under Ameri­
can law Waldheim should be barred 
from ever entering the United 
States and no Attomey General has 
ever overturned such a recommen­
dation from OSI, which is the office 
within the Justice l:lei;mrtment 
mandated to make such a determin· 
ation .. In sum, it is not the World 
Jewish Congress that says he is a 
war criminal, it is tne United Na• 
tions, the very body that Waldheim 
headed for ten years. 

But more important, why are we 
concerned with Kurt Waldheim? 

Kurt Waldheim was not Meng­
ele. Whatever else we are going to 
say about him-his hands are not 
clean, he may very well be a muder• 
er and I want to stress that-but he 
is not Mengele. 
Together: In other words, there 
were thousands like him? 
Steinberg: Thousands, certain1y. 
But let us not maxe the mistake of 
saying that he was simply a German 
solider be was much more than 
that, but even if he wasn't Mengele, 
Mengele was not Secretary General 
of the UN. 

If Waldheim were hiding out in 
the jungles of Paraguay, if he were 
an umbrella salesman in Austna, 
even ifi he were President of Aus­
tria, I wouldn't be so concerned. 
Kurt Waldheim was Secretary Gen­
eral of UN, therefore, he rep• 
resented you, me, and everyone else. 
Me held what was ostensibly the 
highest human rights office in the 
world, head of an institution found• 
ed on the ashes of Nazism. We had 
the Orwellian or Kafkaesque situa­
tion where the UN's <::EO sat on 
tlhe 38h floor 0£ a building while his 
war crimes file sat in the archives. 

What I find most dangerous of 
tbe whole Waldheim affair is not 
that we've uncovered an active col­
laborator but Waldheim represents 
the most insidious form of the 
denial of Holocaust. h's not the 
crazy professors who come out of 
California every once and a while to 
say tihere were no gas chambers. We 
have to confront that-but by in 
large, mainstream America and the 
mainstream world community rec­
ognize that those pseudo•scholars 
are on the fringe. After hundreds of 
thousands of pages of testimony at 
Nuremberg and elsewhere, this 
brand of revisionism is completely 
dismissed by the rational world. I 
never thought that people were tak­
ing the denial seriously. But this 
form of denial is serious. It's Kurt 
Waldheim pounding the table dur• 

ing his BBC inter¥iew and saying 
you liave to understand that there 
were German victims as well. rt is 
the equation of the victim with the 
perpetrator, the new assertation 
that World War II was a war like all 
other wars, without the planned 
systematic execution of civilians. 
'J'ogether: So you see this in direct 
contmuity with .Bitburg? 
Steinberg: Absolutely. 

Bitburg symbo1ized something 
else. At Bitburg we kasbered the 
Waffen SS. Long ago we kashered 
the Wehrmact. Waldheim is the 
most insidious form of this phe­
nomena for now World War Iil is 
like all wars. When Waldheim's son 
came to Washington and explained 
that his father blocked out some of 
this period because it was an un· 
popular war like the Vietnam war, 
Waldheim asked to be treated like a 
Vietnam War veteran. 
Together: Tt may be more compli• 
cared than that. The revisionists 
are say,ing it didn't happen and now 
Waldheim is saying, "it 'happened 
but it really doesn't matter. 
Steinberg: When you start with 
the position it never happened, they 
are dismissed. Yet Waldheim has 
also said it didn't happen. If you 
look at the current issue of the New 
Yor,ker the author of the Austria 
Profil magazine wrote that Wald• 
heim went to the personnel office of 
Austrian Department of Foreign 
Affairs, surrounded by the young 
diplomata, he took out the file indi­
cating that he was a member of 
three Nazi organizations. W e:Jdheim 
read the document and said: "No 
it's not true. I didn't do it." And the 
yoUng diplomats stood there with 
their mouths wide open while he 
denied it. 

' ' Waldheim represents the 
most insidious 
form of the denial 
of 
Holocaust.,, 

Another insidious dimension to 
the controversy is the way the press 
bas treated the charges. 

Qne of the things that cannot be 
claimed is that the World Jewish 
Congress bas not substantiated its 
claims The press would never have 
allowed us to get away with this. 
For evei:y assertion we matle, we 
provided the document, the proof. 
Then they went to Mr. Wiildheim 
and said: what tlo you say and 
Walclheim said, "It's not true," 
which i.s also his right. But no 
journalist asked him to document 
bis assertation. So you have the 
bizai,re symmetry "'l1he World Jew­
ish Congress makes an assertion, 
Waldheim denies it." 
Pogether: Why did it take so long? 
Steinberg: Because Waldheim's 
deception was so clever. For 40 
years, be Wld us, he was studying 
law in Vienna between the years 
1942-44. He proudly spoke o~ his 
anti•Nazi background. Where do 
you look for this material. 

It was only a few months ago 
that there was even a hint that he 
was on the staff of General Loehr. 
It was only by accident that we 
discovered it and we went to the 
archives and looked under the Army 
group El. There are perhaps only ten 
historians in the countcy who are 
capable of conducting this research. 
What was required were German 
historians not Holocaust historians. 
Yet once you follow General Loehr 

' ' But no joumalist asked 
him to document 
his assertation. So 
you ha 'l'e the 
bizarre symmetry 
"The World 
Jewish Congress 
makes assertion, 
Waldheim denies 

it.,, 

through the Balkans, the name 
Waldheim keeps appearing in the 
worst places at the worst times. 

In January this year, an Austrian 
magazine Profil bad an article on 
General Loehr. It seemed that a 
group of Austrian army officers bad 
placed a memoria:I to Loehil in the 
Austrian Air Force Academy. Loehr 
was the War Criminal hanged in 
1947. And there was a controversy 

Waldheim in Yugoslavia, March 22, 1943. 

whether these officers acted prop­
erly. There was a passing reference 
in the article which said: "After all 
Loehr isn't so bad, he had Wald­
heim on his staff." 

When a researcher showed this 
to one of our staff people, we were 
stunned but we were prepared to 
dismiss it because we "knew" that 
Waldheim was wounded on the 
Eastern front and was studying law. 
But we did some preliminary re­
search and we went to the WJC 
president Edgar Bronfman to au• 
thorize a full scale search. 

There had been rumors on Wald­
heim's past fon the past 20 years. 
But we aren't Joe McCarthy. We 
don't make assertions without docu-

' ' There is more inYOlYed than 
Waldheim alone. 
The problem is 
Waldheimer's 
disease-moral 
amnesia.,, 

mentation. But once we knew where 
to look, we started a full scale 
search. 
Together: What were the institutio­
nal considerations? 
Steinberg: Resources! It cost us a 
lot of money. But more important• 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12 
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For Holocaust Survivors, 40 Years of New Life 
By Benjamin Meed 

F
orty ye•u:s ago this 
month, I was a member 
of the first group of 
Holocaust survivors to 
Immigrate to the 
United States. At first 

glance, the passengers 01\ the Marine 
Perch, which reached New York har­
bor on May 24, 1946, were like any 
other newcomers to :America. We 
came here seel<.lng freedom and a 
new ll!e. 

Yet we were dlfferenL We were the 
battered remnant of a millennium or 
Jewish life In Europe, the last of our 
families, the last of our towns. We 
'had seen the dark side or man. We 
brought with us memories of a woi'ld 
that ~o longer existed. Warsaw, my 
natlve city, had once teemed with al­
most hall a,mllllon Jew•. Every block 
or the Jewlsli auarter was filled with 
synagogues and schools, theaters and 
bookshops. merchants and worKers, 
Hasidim and secular crews. After 
Warsaw's destruction, the ghetto was 
so devastated that It ha~1o be plowed 
under. A new city without ~Tews -

Benjamin Meed is president of the 
American Gotlu!rlr,i: arlil Federation 
of Jewish Holocaust Survivors. 

seemingly without even the memory 
of Jews - would ultlmately be built 
on Its ruins. 

The nlght before we landed was 
especially exciting. With the ship an­
cliorell In the harbor, we could see the 
ltghts or the city ana the Statue 
of Llbeny. None of us could sleep. In­
stead, we stood on deck all night long. 
We were apprehensive and fright­
ened. 

'$8 in 
my pocket' 
aro.€1 no 
relatives at 
the dock 

Before we boarded the ship in 
Bremen, an American rabbi had 
spoken to us !Ji Yidalsh. "Don't be 
afraid,'' he said. Simple words, yet 
for six years In the kingdom of night, 
fear had been my constant compan­
loa, the compass that charted my di­
rection and dictated my every move. 

"Don't be afraid of people in uni­
form: lbey won't take you to a 
camp," the ralibl told us. Then he 
touched on my deepest fear: "Every-

Fotmd,rdill 1851 

thing ls open to you,•• he saia. '"What 
you do js up to you.•~ Where could I 
find the confidence io bclteve It could 
be a different world, that in America 
I could be a Jew and an Amertcan? In 
Poland, It was possible to be a Jew, 
but you were never really fully ac­
cepted as a Pole. We were skeptical 
and filled with anxiety. 

r had $3 in my pocket. I ho.d no rela­
tives walling for me at the dock. My 
education !\ad been Interrupted by the 
war, and J had no real skills. 1 
couldn't even speak Enl':lish. 

Our first. years here were hard. 
Sountls that triggered fear In the old 
world echoed every day : whenever 
we heard car tires screeching, we 
froze, and the sound of • doorbell 
ringing set our nerves trembling. Al 
nlgh~, many of us were troubled by 
nightmares and memories. And of 
course there were crttlcal decisions to 
meke. How can we begin again? How 
does one meke a U"lng? Where do you 
find the courage to bring another gen­
eration of Jewish children 'into ttic 
worm when .you have just seen the 
last generation pertsh? 

But somehow we did begin anew. 
We had children and saw them grow 
up and become real Americans. We 
watched over them and marveled at 
how much they felt at home. We felt 
pride at seeing tliem make their way 
into the mainstream of American life. 

At the same time, we ourselves 
were working hard to adjust to Amer­
ica - and we did. Survivors can now 
be found in every one of the 50 states 
and tn every walk of life. Writers and 
scholars, physicians and lawyers, 
businessmen and scientists - we· 
have tllem all . Yet no mattt r how \,·t• 

marveJ at where we have bmm :.mU 
how far so many of us have comt~. the 
scars of our common memory w -
main, and the puin endures. 

For years, we were alone here. Our 
fellow Jews regarded us as green­
horns. Other Americans treated u1- as 
refugees. ''Forget the past,'' Wt! were 
told, "it can only hurt you- and us. 0 

So we reached out to each other ~ind 
remembered alone. But s lowly, 1he 
memor,y of our past was 1ransmit1 ed, 
at first only to fellow J ews, and . in 
time, to other Americans. 

I believe we represent to ourselves 
and now lo most Americans the dt!ter­
minatton to overcome despair mid to 
defy death by recreating life. We 
have been able to remember the pain 
of the past and to transmit it so as LO 
warn others of what can happen. We 
showed that it was pcsstble to fight 
for life in a world of death, for free­
dom in n wor.ld marred by tyranny. 
And now. 40 years later, i t is consol­
ing to know that our testimpny has not 
been in vain, tha t because we remem­
bered we helped others remember. I I 

Holocaust Activities 
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He Is 
Not Free 
Of Guilt 

By Menachem Z. Rosensaft 

H
itler.Adolf Eichmann, 
Josef Mengele, Klaus 
Barbie - all were 
war crinlinals who, 
beyond any doubt, 
reasonable or other­

wise, committed heinous crimes 
against humanity. Kurt Waldlieim 
belongs in a different category alt~ 
gether,, and he mayor may noL in fact 
have been a war criminal. But that 
hardly exonerates him of guilt for his 
participation in the absolute evil of 
the Hitler era. • 

Mr. Waldheim was not stationed -it 
a concentration camp, he did not con~ 
duct terminal medical experiments 
on derenoeless Jews antt Gypsies. he 
never operated a gas chamber, and he 
did not determine poliGy during his 
years as an intelligence officer in the 
Gem1an A:rmY,. Yet it j5 clear, that, 
rrom 1939 to 19-15, h~wasa willing and 
apparently enthusiastic ser¥ant of 
Adolf Hitler. and !tie Third Reich. 

He claims t.o have been a "respect­
able soldier." but in reality he ai~ed 
and abetted the German Anny's 
violations ofi numerous international 
conve ntlonis dealing with the wartime 
treatment of civilian,:; and captured 
enemy soldier.;. Ati the very leas t he 
closed his eyes to the deporta tionS of 
Greek lows to Auschwttz tha t were 
tali:ing place under his ,rery nose. And 
he stands accu.,od hy the United Na­
tums War Crimes Commission or hav­
ing part(mpated in atroc:;1 t1 es aga1n.~t 
partlsans and c1v1l1anc; 1n Yur:o-.l ilv1n 

Mr nachcm Z. Rosensa/t, a lawye-r, iS 
found1 ~ chmnnan L)f the fn trm a­
t rnna l Net\4.'0rk nf Children of J ewis h 
Holocaust Survivor$ 

Gen. George Patton, then the head of 
the United States military govern­
ment oi Bavaria, said that "'tll.is Nazi 
thing is just like a Democratic and 
Republican election fight." It was an 
absurd comparison. 'The Nazi Party 
was not just another political party, 
and Nazism was not just another 
ideology. 

The goal of Hitler's movement was 
the absolute domination of mankind 
by the Aryan race. All the rest was 
trimming - and one could not par­
ticipate in the rfaii movement with­
out endorsing this central, reprehen­
si6le goa). 

Mr. Waldheim is virrua11y certain t'O 
be chosen on Sunday as president · of 
Austria - and his election will consti­
tute the most pronounced rehabilita­
tion lo date of all those who played an 
active role in the Nazi establishment. 

In his campafgn, Mr. Waldheim 
disingenuously told his com_patriots, 
"Don"t let anybody turn :10 •1r fathers 
and grandfathers into criminals. '' 
I::.ike many-olhc~. he wants the world 
to forget Uiat orily a generation ago, 
tens of thousands of Ger.man and Aus­
trian fathers and grandfathers com­
mitted the most brutal climes in his­
tory. 

Once and for all, it must be under~ 
stood that the evil of Nazism was ab­
solute- and that all involved partici­
pated in that absolute evil. N"o one In­
volved can claim to be what Nazi 
hunter Simon Wiescnthal has called 
Mr. Waldheim - a mere Hopportun• 
ist." 

II Mr. Waldheim's Nazi past had 
been known in 1971. it would certainly 
have prevented him from even being 
considered for the po5l of United N'a­
tions Secretary General. His unsa­
vory wartime record should now ~E"­

manently disqualify him from hold:­
ii1g public office of any kind. For it is 
only by unambiguously repudiating 
anyone and anything associated with 
Nazism thnr we fmay be able to pre­
vent its resurgence in the future. 

Kurt Waldheim and everyone else 
whc, participa ted in any way in imple­
mcnt lng thP Nazi ideolQgy a re col1ec.­
l1 ve 1y r!'spons1ble for the Third 
Reich's c:.ri mes agamsl humanity. In 
matters of histoncal responsibility, 
noone isonlyalil tlebltguilty. D 

---------------

Thus, whether or not he was a war 
criminal, he certainly was a Nazi sol­
dier who - both by his actions and by 
his failure to protest even a single 
atrocity - endorsed a II the reprehen­
sible policies of the Hitler regime. Ks 
a result, he is no more a desirable 
member of society than were Men­
gele or Eichmann. 

There is, in history, virtually no 
such thing as simple or clear-cut re­
sponsibility. Those who participate in 
c1 imes like those committed in the 
Nazi era are clearly guilty. of course. 
But the threads of direct and indirect 
responsibility reach far beyond those 
who were actually present on the 

E-Vieryone 
who helped 
implement 
Nazism 
shares 
in the 
coUective 
responsibility 

scene - and it is often hard to decide 
~ust how far. 

Who was responsible for the annihi­
lation of millions of Jews? Who mur­
dered my grandparents, my five and a 
half year old brother, my aunts. un­
cles, cousins? Surely., not only those 
rnen and women who were presonL nt 
Auschwitz. Treblinka and Borgon-Bcl­
sen and their immedia te superior5. 
Who be.a~ the responsl bihry for the 
''final solution of the Jewish ques­
tion' 1? Surely not only those who con­
c-,., iv~ a nrl n r-t Ui\llv 1mplPmPnied it. 
!, u. \ L'I) , U h.•11 -..v u , , 11.h '•, i h i•• t 11 1<-n O 'I 

back home, and all those who cheered 
Adolf Hitler on and ollowed his Govern­
ment to func110n were also guilty. 

JU.'St ::,, ft er the end of World War II , 

BY LEONID SAHAROVICI 

On Apru 13, 1986, Memphis 
Tenn., held the second annual pre­
sentation of the Zachor Award. The 
first award went to Benjamin Meed. 
The second one to Emest Michel. 
'Fhe program was dedicated to the 
performing arts of the Holocaust. 
More than 500 people, a cross sec­
tion of the Memphis community, 
participated. It was a tremendous 
success and the program was highly 
praised by the press, TV, and radio 
which have covered the event. 
Cong. Dan Sunquist was part of the 
program. 

Yom Hashoah was commem­
orated on May 4 at the Memphis 
Jewish Community Center. The 
community effort was sponsored by 
the Memphis Jewish Federation 
Community Relations Council, 
'Memphis Jewish Community Cen­
ter, and the Memphis Holocaust 
Memorial Committee. A very im­
pressive program which included a 
dramatic one woman show "Blessed 
is the Heart," the story of Hannah 
Senesh, was presented. 

The next day, on Monday, May 5 
in Nashville (the capital of the state 
of 'llennessee) on the Capitol Hill, 
in the presence of Governor Lamar 
Alexander. t he state of Tennessee 
C<;1mmission of the Commemoration 
of the Holocaust planted six cedar 
trees and unveiled a memorial 
plaque dedicated to the six million 
J ewish victims of the Nazi Holo­
caust. A state proclamation was 
issued by the state senate and Sen­
ator Steven Cohen was the driving 
force behind its issuance. i 

•d.u , 1 ' 11 
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AMERICANGA.TllERING INITIATES TALKS WITH SELF HELP 

Inexpensive Housing for the Elderly 
BY N0RBERT WOUHEIM 

In the last issue of TclGETHER 
you were informed that the Gather­
ing is considering seriously how it 
can help and assist its members 
who are exposed to difficulties and 
proolems connectecl with advancing 
age. 

Since we are aware of the fact 
that we have neither the funds nor 
the experience to establish our own 
and independent relief agency, it is 
our goal to br.ing help to our mem­
bers by cooperating with the appro­
priate social sel'Vice. 

With this goal in mind we ini­
tiated a series of discussions with 
"SELFHELP," an organization 
which was founded more than 60 
years ago by refugees from Central 
Europe. With privaf,e funds of their 
own and the financial support of 
governmental agencies, SELFEliEJLP 
operates housing facilities (Wohn,­
heime) with supporting social ser­
vices in Elushing, Queens. Survivors 

could be admitted if they meet the 
following qualifications: 

1. Minimum age: 60 years, with 
no limit of higher age. In case of a 
couple, only one piu:tner !has to be 
60 yem old. 

2. Applicants must be able to live 
inclependently and take care of 
themselves. 

3. Applicants must have a mini­
mum income from all sources of. $8 
-10,000 if they are single, and $12 -
14,000 for couples, but ~hey cannot 
be eligible if their income is beyond 
$20,500 if single and $28,000 for a 
couple. 

4. Applicants must have ·been 
residents of New ¥ ork State for at 
least six months before filing their• 
applications. 

For a couple the rental cost for 
an apartment, consisting of ~ed and 
living room, fully eqµippecl kitchen, 
ancl private bath ranges from $310 
to $345 per month. 

A single person would be accom­
modated with a 2 lf2 room (studio 
apartment) consisting of a large 

mom, separate completely equipped 
kitchen and private bath. The rent­
als range from $225 fu $250 per 
month. 

All rentals include gas and elec­
tricity. 'If an air conditioner is being 
used there :will be additional charges 
ranging from $9.10 to $19.60 per 
month depending on the size of the 
unit. 

Tenants are not removed from 
their apartment in case of loss of 
one partner of a couple. 

A:11 tenants provide their own 
furniture. 

There are laundi:y rooms on the 
premises in all buildings. 

A private doctor has his office on 
the premises. 

Social services are available for 
tenants in all !buildings and consists 
of advice for medicare, social secur.i­
ty, home care, German indemnifica­
tion, etc. 

Some preventive medical care is 
provided, such as regµ)ar blood 
pressure checks. 

Recreational and social activities 

include a minyan, lectures, social 
rooms for coffee hours, music, writ­
ing groups, etc. The Flushing 
YMHA-adjoining the housing fa­
cility-has a swimming pool which 
will be accessible to the tenants for 
a modest fee. 

If you are interested in this kind 
of accommodation and you believe 
that you meet the requirements 
concerning age, income and health, 
write to the American Gathering 
and we shall see to it that you will 
be put on a waiting list for registra­
tion by UNI'FED HELP, tbe agen­
cy in charge of processing all 
applications in accordance with the 
rules and regulations by which the 
facilities are administered. 

Let me emphasize that in our 
discussions with the representatiV'es 
of SEILFHEl!.P we have found sin­
cere understanding for the plight 
and special problems of the survi­
vors community and that we can 
count on their close cooperation to 
meet the increasing personal needs 
of our fellow-survivors. • 

Special Organization formed for Child Survivors 
BY EVA FOGBMAN 

They met during a panel dis­
cussion at the American Gathering 
in Philadelphia and shaJ:l!O the pain 
of not belonging anywhere. 

At Child Survivor Association 
meetings in !New York, New Jersey, 
California, Washington, Maryland, 
Pennsylvania and Massachusetts 
they talk about never having been 
understoocl in this way before. 

Dur.ing therapeutic sessions they 
cry for family members and child­
hoods lost long ago during the Nazi 
Holocaust. They learn to recapture 
forgotten memories by hearing each 
others experiences. Each has a 
unique story to tell. Each was under 
13 when their childhood was inter­
rupted by the Nazis. 

'11he child survivors, who often 
felt unable to join in discussion 
with aclult survivors or members of 
the second generation, are finally 
beginning to meet and acknowledge 
that they, too, have something im­
portant to contriliute to under­
standing the past and ensuring a 
secure future. 

Dr. Judith Kestenberg, the re­
nowned psychoanalyst, and her hus­
band, Milton, an attorney, have not 
forgotten this group of survivors 
who were under the age of 13 when 
they began to experience persecu­
tion. '11hree years ago the Kesten­
bergs fdmi.ed the Jerome Riker 
International Study of C>rganized 
Persecution of Children under the 
auspices of €hild Development Re­
search. The project is devoted to 
compiling the history at the experi­
ences of children before, during and 
after the Nazi era; contributing to 
the psychological kiiowle_dge of cop­
ing with massive trauma, adapta-

Eva Fogelman is a New Yoik 
based psychologist who worxs with 
second generation groups. 

tion and identity after severe 
persecution; and providing a forum 
for child survivors to meet for com­
munity, commemoration, education, 
and political and creative express­
ion. 

'Fhese goals are being accom­
plished by many volunteers in the 
United States, Europe and Israel, 
who conduct interviews and gather, 
summarize or translate archival 
mater.ial, books, or interviews. (In 
ordei to write a comprehensive his­
tory of child persecution, interviews 
are supplemented with archival re­
cords, books and interviews with 
adults who cared for children.) 

To date, 450 child survivors have 
gi:ven testimony to trained inter­
viewers. For most, this was the first 
time that anyone has listened to 
them. For some the memories be­
fore and during the Holocaust are 
sparse, so Dr. Kestenberg has devel­
oped innovative techniques for in­
temewing . those who were very 
young. Otller child survivors have 
been reluctant to open up closed 
wounds. But all would agree that 
the finterview has unburdened them 
and often has been accompanied 
with tremendous sense of relief. 

The networking, self-help and 
therapeutic groups, and ,political 
and social meetings !have all con­
tributed to recreating a sense of 
belonging for those who 1ost fami­
lies. A newsletter links all the vari­
ous components of the project. 
Although each chapter is autono­
mous, they are involved in similar 
discussion and activity. In Los An­
geles the group that inspired others 
now celebrates holidays together in 
addition to their other activities. 

As the story of child survivors 
unravels, the data !is discussed in 
professional and community groups. 
Ohild survivors are sharing their 
creative talent (art, music, mime, 
dance, theate~, poetry, fiction) first 
among themselves and then with 

the public-at-large. Many are also 
speaking up to educate the new 
generation of Americans. 

To participate, volunteer, join, or 
receive further information, contact 

Child Development Research, Je­
rome Riker International Study of 
Organized Persecution of Ohildren, 
30 Soundview Lane, Sands Point, 
Long Island 11050, (516) 883-7[35. • 

AOL Reissues Updated 

Holocaust Bibliograhy 
The Anti-Defamation League of 

B'nai B'rith has just issued the 
third edition of The Holocaust in 
Books and Fli/ms, which is now 
considered a classic ijn its field. The 
new edition is a co-publication of 
Alll]1s Intemational Center for Ho­
locaust Studies and Hippocrene 
Books, Inc., of New York City. 

Orig11Yllly published by M>L in 
1978 and updated in 1982, the 1986 
bibliography has been greatly ex­
panded and put in an attractive new 
format. 

Resources appear in a dozen cat­
egories, ranging from "European 
Jewry Before the Holocaust" to 
"War Criminals," "Survivors," and 
the "Nature of Human Behavior." 

Books, films, poster sets, special 

publications are all annotated­
some 475 in all. The 158-page pa­
perbound book features major Holo­
caust education and resource 
centers, audio-visual distributors, 
and three indexes: one for publica­
tions, one for authors, and one for 
audio-visuals. 

Co-editors of the volume are Ju­
dith Herschlag Muffs of ADL's In­
terfaith Affairs department and 
Dennis B. Klein of the Internation­
al 'Holocaust Center. 

The book may be ordered from 
ADL for $6.95, plus handling. All 
orders should come directly to Lin­
da Miller, Publications Department, 
ADL, 823 United Nations Plaza, 
New York, N.Y. 10017. • 
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SURVIVORS GRAVES SHOULD HA VE A PERMANENT MARKER 

An Open Letter to All Survivors 
BY JUDY FREEMAN 

I am addressing this article to 
each and everyone of you! Together 
we form a very special group of 
people, regardless of our former 
nationality or whether we were in 
concentration camps or ghettos, 
hiding in forests or attics, or living 
with assumed identities during the 
Nazi terror years. The miraculous 
fact is that we lived to bear witness 
to the darkest chapter in history. 

We all live with our own mem­
ories and deal with our thoughts of 
them in different ways. To some, 
the cruelties, fear and dehumaniza­
tion of the Molocaust experience are 
still so painful that it seems easier 
to not think or talk about them. 
Others are able to share their expll­
riences and are dedicated to remem­
brance. Whatever our own method 
of dealing with the past, we must 
not permit the world to forget! 

It is a recognized and admired 
fact that in spite of the traumatic 
events in our former lives, we man-

aged to turn adversity to our advan­
tage and build a new life 'Upon the 
ashes of the past. We have many 
reasons to feel a sense of pride and 
accomplishment. 

Now, some 40 years after our 
liberation, while we are reflecting 
on our accomplishments, we also 
confront the fact that we are aging, 
and time is running out. In spite of 
our strength and courage that sus­
tained us during those terrible 
years, we are mortal, and soon there 
will not be any survivors left. We 
must take some steps now, while 
there is still time to leave some 
visible proof 0£ our existence. 

When one visits a cemetery, the 
graves of heroes are marked with 
small American flags. Every survi­
vor can be considered a hero for 
having resisted destruction and 
staying alive. 

Survivors' graves can be distin­
guished lby placing a special marker 
on the grave. 'I'be most logical and 
appropriate mai:ker is the Survivor 
Logo, depicting a Magen David 
made of barbed wire with a new 

The Courage of the Partisans 
BY MILES LERMAN 

This year's nationel ".Days of 
Remembrance" was dedicated t.o 
paying tribute to the officers and 
soldiers of the United States Armed 
Forces who fought and died m an 
effort to put an end to the Nazi evil. 

As they advanced, ~hey broke 
down the gates of the concentration 
camps and liberated its remnants at 
a point when they were only one 
footstep away from certain death. 

For this, we and our children will 
remain forever grateful! 

Yet, as we pay tribute to the 
liberators, we must not forget the 
other army who so effectively 
fought the enemy from within the 
partisans and the resistance fighters 
of all occupied countries. They 
fought different battles with some­
what different objectives. They 
fought valiantly under the most 
adverse conditions. 
- Most of the partisans bed little 
or no military training. They were 
poorly equipped, with meager sup­
plies of antiquated weapons. In 
spite oli all these handicaps, they 
often succeeded in bringing havoc 
and demeralization to the invaders. 

Due to the daring efforts of the 
partisans, many trainloads of am­
munition and military supplies for 
the eastern frontline never reached 
their destinationn; no small 
achievement for a partisan group. 
What is even more impressive is the 
fact that many of these highly dan· 
gerous missions were accomplished 

Miles Lennan, chairs the Inter:­
nationlll Relations Committee of 
tbe United St;ates Holocaust Memo­
rial Council. He coordinated a 14 
nation intemationlll conference of 
liberators in 1981. Tchis article is 
taken from his remarks at the Days 
of Remembrance €:ommemoration 
in the Capitol Rotunda. 

by young Talmudic students who 
before the war never held a rifle or a 
stick of dynamite in their hands_ 
But they learned quickly and be­
came fierce fighters. 

Oddly enough, the full story of 
these difficult struggles and heroic 
achievements has not yet been fully 
told. 

Most of the Holocaust literature 
deals with Jewish military resis­
tance in a rather understated mat­
ter. As e matter of fact, there are 
even some writers who, observed 
these tragic events from a distance, 
who in their writing give the im­
pression that the Jews of Europe 
offered little resistance and sub-

' ' The lighters of the Warsaw 
Ghetto and those 
who rose in reYOlt 
in the death camp 
of Treblinka and 
Sobibor had no 
illusions. They 
understood clearly 
that their chances 
for rictory were 

nil.,, 

mitted to the verdict of annihila­
tions in a rather passive manner. 

This, of course is not so! The 
truth of the matter is that the "so 
called" lack of resistance on the 
part of the Jews is a "myth" that 
will not stand up to the acid test of 
history. 

branch springing from it. It is a 
beautiful and symbolic expression 
of former suffering and new life. It 
is known and recognized all over 
the world, since its introduction at 
the time of the World Gathering in 
Jerusalem in 1981. In the center of 
the Magen David it would read: 
"Holocaust Survivor." 

I like to suggest that the Survi­
vor Logo be attached to ~he grave­
stone ot every survivor-when that 
time comes. It would be a visible 
reminder of the Holocaust for all 
time and would help preserve re­
membrance for future generations. 
'Ilo have survived what each of us 
experienced earned us this kind of 
honor, even after our death. Adopt­
ing this cust.om would be very help­
ful to those educat.ors and 
historians who will teach and wtite 
about the Holocaust in the future. 
These marked graves would remind 
a visitor to a cemetery that the 
Holocaust was real and that .survi­
vors lived in their community. Such 
a visible and permanent marker 
would elso serve t.o discredit . the 

The Jewish pB!tisans fought in 
every part of German occupied ter­
rit.ories. Many have distinguished 
themselves with heroic bravery of 
extraordinary proportions. It is a 
known fact that Jewish partisans 
were the first ones t.o volunteer for 
the most dangerous assignments. 
Historic evidence proves that Jews 
played leading roles and fought cou­
rageously in most partisan groups 
and underground networks through­
out Europe. 

The first ones to rise in open 
rebellion against the German op­
pressors were the Jews. The fighters 
of the W:arsaw Ghetto and those 
who rose in revolt in the death 
camp of Treblinka and Sobibor had 
no illusions. They understood clear­
ly that their chances for victory 
were nil. 

They rebelled with one goal in 
mimL-to die fighting in defense of 
the honor and dignity of their peo­
ple, a people who fought desperately -
to survive, while most of their 
neighbors stood by idly and did so 
pitifully little to help them in their 
plight. 

Yes!-There could have been more 
resistance, and there should have 
been more resistance-if only the 
outside world would have been more 
responsive to 01.ll' pleas. Unfottu­
nately, no help was available from 
anyone, not even for us-parti­
sans-who so effectively managed 
to disorganize the military hinter-

persons and revisionist groups who 
claim that the Holocaust never hap­
pened. 

The ·• realization of this project 
depends entirely on the support and 
interest of survivors. It is important 
that we consider its implications 
and significance in the future. 

Several bronze casting firms have 
been contacted, and they estimate 
the cost to be under $100. The 
marker can be attached to the 
tombstones of those loved ones who 
died dw:ing the past years. A re­
quest in our wills would alert our 
families t.o grant this wish. 

If your response is favorable, 
then this custom would be pro­
moted through the nationel office of 
the American Gathering/Federation 
of Jewish Holocaust Survivors. 
Please feel free to express your 
thoughts, ideas, and suggestions, 
and mail t.o: Judy Freeman, 919 N. 
L..eh St., Allentown, Pa. 18104 
(Phone: 215--435-6688) or to the 
American Gathering office at: 122 
W. 30th St., Suite 205, New York, 
N.Y. 10001. • 

' ' They rebelled with one goal in 

land. 

mind-to die 
lighting in defense 
of the honor and 
dignity of their 
people.,, 

As an example, my partisan unit 
operated in southern Poland for a 
period of 4½ months in an area 
only 160 miles away from the Sovi­
et front line. We kept on pleading 
for air drops of ammunition and 
medicine for our wounded, which 
we so badly needed, but our re­
quests remained unanswered. We . 
stood all alone! We stood all elone! 
With no one willing t.o help us. 

The myth that Jews offered no 
resistance must be debunked! 

The young men and women who 
fought and died for the honor of 
their people demand that the record 
should be set straight once and for 
all. They earned it and they deserve 
w • 

i 
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ELIE WIESEL Q·UESTlONS WITHOUT ANSWERS 

Words and Their Opposite, Silence 
BY ABRAHAM H. f.OXMAN 

"Against Silenee: The Voice and 
Vision of Ellie Wiesel," edited by 
Irving Abrahamson. Holocaust Li­
brary, New York, 1985, fihree vol­
umes, pp. :l,188, $85. 

These rtbree volumes contain not 
only "the voice and the vision" of 
Ellie Wiesel but his Jewish heart 
and soul. 

One must be grateful to Irving 
Abrahamson for the appar_ent love 
and diligence he devoted to the 
gathering and editing 0£ Wiesel's 
words, wnether to a worldwide audi­
ence over television or m the most 
obscure of synagogues. Re must 
have worked like the most pious of 
Gh tihodox Jews searching through a 
many-roomed house for every scrap 
and crumb of chometz as Passover 
approaches. 

1Iis labors resulted in a collection 
which belongs in every libra.cy- pr.i­
vate or public, Jewish or non-Jew­
ish. It includes Wiesel's lectures, 
reviews, interviews, dialogues, fore­
words, essays, comments on topical 
and urgent matters and his own 
inte11Pretations of Wiesel's wor,ks. It 
also contains a bibliography, alpha­
betically listed, of Wiesel's books, 

' ' Like the patriarchs and 
prophets, Wiesel 
dares to confront 
and question Qod. 
He writes, ''there 
:ue no answers to 
true questions. 
There are only 
good questions, 
sometimes paiiiful, 
sometimes 
exuberant."'' 

orHr 

fiction and non-fiction. While the 
anthology does not pretend to be 
autobiographical and information 
about Wiesel's life emerges only in 
frag!Ilentary form, a portrait is 
evoked of II personality Tepresenta­
tive not only of the victims and 
survivors of the Holocaust but of 
Judaism ~tself. 

Like the patriarchs and prophets, 
Wiesel dares to confront and ques­
tion God. He writes, "there are no 
answers to true questions. There are 
only good questions, sometimes 
painful, sometimes exuberant. All I 
have learned in life is questions, 
and whatever I have tried to share 
with mends is questions." 

To Wiesel, the Jew is "the great 
questioner." Among the many ex­
amples in the Jewish past, he cites 
A:brahem questioning hie father, 

Abraham R. Ji'oxman is associate 
national director 0£ Anti..c.l!)efama­
,tion League of B'nai B'rith. 

Terab, about idols and Moses de­
manding of Pbaroah, ''How can you 
kill children?" 

No wonder then that this survi­
vor confronted !President Ronald 
Reagan, as the prophet Nathan did 
King David, about the propriety of 
the presidential visit to SS graves 
at iBitburg. With Wiesel, certain 
themes always dominate- the Holo­
caust, of course, but also words, the 
meaning of silence, Judaism, Jew­
ishness, Israel, anti-Semitism. 

Wiesel is the voice of the Holo­
caust and though he has succeeded 
in depicting it with greater clarity 
and definition than all who have 
nied, he feels inadequate because 
"Auscliwitz defies the novelist's 
language, the historian's analysis, 
the vision of the prop he~." 

He writes: "We question to­
day .... how such crimes and horrors 
could have been committed .... We 
shall never know why. Ml quesliions 
pertaiuing to Auschwitz lead to 
anguish." 

Yet he loves words and their 
opposite, silenue. 

lfie says that he is "against 
words" and then in ano:liber context 
cont radicts himself by writ ing, "ev­
erytihing that has to do with writing 
is sacred." 

But his love for words is appar­
ent and cannot be hidden as he 
exploits them to the fullest to con­
vey the full range of his meaning 
with concise clarity. Words are to 
be treasured, quoted and above all, 
remembered. 

He also has II special affinity for 
silence. It has a profound meaning 
for him. The Holocaust survivors 
chose silence, he said, because they 
felt inadeguate to the task of com­
municating "with language that 
eludes language." When he went to 
the Soviet Union, he described the 
community he found as the "Jews 
of Silence," but it was silence on the 
verge of eruption. 

'Fhrough him silence has a voice, 
resonating with the absence of God 
and under the presence of the 
6,000,000 slaughtered by the Nazis. 

His pride in Judaism and Jew­
ishness reverberates. His references 
to his Chassiclic childhood, his early 
studies of Judaic lore, are bathed in 
wlll'IIlth. He finds it "maddening 
that Jewish writers have to justify 
themselves for writing about Jews 
and Jewish themes" while no one 
guestions why 'Faulkner for. exam­
ple, wrote about the South. He 
writes about the Jewish people with 
exultatioJl as "11 people of history" 
among whom "every:iliing is con­
nected. Words spoken 8,000 years 
ago affect us today." 

And: "Alone a Jew is nothing; 
with other Jews he is II force be­
cause automatically he inherits all 
the strengths and all the tears, all 
the despairs and all the joys of his 
ancestors." 

Thus, there are depths beyond 
depths in his sentences and para­
graphs. 

He probes the Jewish heart and 
soul and challenges the world's mor­
ality, ethical standards, and prac­
tices. 

More than an author, he is a 
teacher without rabbinical ordina­
tion, teaching Judaism to our gener­
ation and those to come. 

Elie Wiesel 

He is II prophet not of the future 
but of rightness, decency, humanity, 
justice and civilization itself. 

Throughout his collection, al­
though Wiesel speaks with frank­
ness and bleak dismay of human 
cruelty and degradation, his voice 
and vision are pervaded with opti­
mism. 

In this rook, Wiesel speaks ro 
the readers with frank simplicity of 

tbe causes and events that concern 
and involve him. It is not a collec­
tion to be skimmed nor to be read 
in a few sittings but one into which 
one plunges as deeply as oue can in 
order to ponder, to have one's mind 
cleared and refreshed and to be 
reinspired with one's heritage end 
one's place in life's eternal struggle. 

He speaks not only to Jews but 
all of mankind aspiring to a better 
life in a better world. • 
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EDITORIAL 

HONORED IMMIGRANTS 

0 
n July 4, i986 tile President will honor 12 
Americans immigrants, who came to these 
shores seeki!Il.g a haven or just a better life, 
for thek con1il'li:buticms t0 our mational 

life-a dozen men amcl. women whose towering 
achievements h.ave brought glory to America amd 
advanced the Gause of fu.eedom everyW:he;iie. 

More than half of these distinguished Americans are ilews, among 
them-Henry Kissinger and Elie Wiesel. The former secretacy of 
state was among the few who Jeff Hitler's Germany before the war,. 
While still a child, l\jissinger's parents fled a countfy that had been 
their home for centuries. 'il'hey lived in a world without Israel and at 
a time when America was a reluetant haven. So they withstood long 
lines at the consulates, the policies of a State Depattment hesitant 
t.o receive ~ees, and the hardships of alien immigrants wbo come 
to America. Kissinger moved from NaI'Vard to tJhe White ililouse and 
the State Department where he became the most infiuential 
secretary of state m this century. It was his destiny to plant the 
seeds that led t.o the peace between Israel and Egypt. 

While Kissinger was in bigh school, Wiesel was in Auschwitz, 
Birkenau and Buchenwald. After liberation, he was taken to !Paris, 
where he completed his education and began his career as a writer 
andjoumalisf. He eame to the United States on assignmeDt to 
cover the United Nations-and he became a citizen because he was 
welcomed here. Although he writes mainly in French, during his 
three decades in the United States he has written 25 books and 
thousands of lllticles. He has become the spokesman for all 
survivors and a voice of conscienee for humanity. Wherever he goes, 
he speak!! as a Jew from the darkest memory of Jewish hist.ory. He 
recalls the precwiousness ofaife to remind us ef its preciousness. 

As the nation honors these immigrants and glories in those who 
found this land a haven, survivors celebrate our 40th year of 
freedom. Our memories are bittersweet-we remember an America 
tlhat was closed. And while we rejoice in the accomplishment of 
those who came, how many more Kissingers and Wiesels, perished 
without reaching freedom? 

The tale of the survivor-like the tale of most Americans-is one 
of finding new life in t!he new wot.Id. Se on Sept. 7, we will gather at 
the Statue of l.iberty and in the Grand Ballroom ef the Waldorf 
Astoria to express 01:1r gratit ude to America, to celebrate om new 
life in the new world, and to demonstrate the unique contributions 
of survivors and the second generation ta this country. Join us. Let 
us be together again! 

lHE APOSTLE OF FORGEl~OtNESS 

T hese past weeks have been a time of 
anguish for all st1rvivors. In moviNg 
synagogue and civic ceremonies, we've 
recalled the memory of om loved omes 

slaughtered in the Kingdom of Night. Ana i:n the 
daily newspapers, we have seen our memories defiled 
by the election of Kurt Waldheim. 

For the third time in 40 years, we have witnessed a concerted 
campaign to forget. 

In the first years after the war, our friends counseled us: "forget 
the past, it's too painful. You need all your energies to begin again." 
Our enemies feared our memory. 

In the late 1970s, a new tactic was tried. "Forget tlhe past," we 
wen: told, "because it didn't !happen-at least not rin large nwnbers, 
not m gas chamber or ovens, and not as a concerted campaign to 
bring a Final Solution to tthe Jewish auP.Rt.inn " 

"Forget it," we are now told, "what happened was terrible, but it 
doesn't matter:." 

Last year, the Chancellor of Germany foister~d Bit~urg on the 
American president. Kohl suggested that there 1s no difference 
between the S.S. and the Wermacht, and certainly none'between 
the Wermacht and an honorable defeated enemy. It is time for 
reconciliation. And the sage of Bitburg flew to Vienna to support 
Kurt Waldheim. 

There are many men in Austria and Germany like Waldheim. Yet 
none have been bold enough to offer themselves as secretary general 
of the United Nations and president of Ausbr:ia. None have been as 
shameless and as brazen. 

Again, we worry and we anguish. Again, our enemies counsel 
forgetfulness. Again-but now more than ever-our task is to 
remember. 

¥OM lilASHOAH IN KAUAI 
BY MICHAEL BERENBAUM 

' ' M 
y heart is in the East, 
and I am at the end 
of the West," so be-
gins Rabbi Yehudah 

Halevi passionate love poem for the 
land of Israel written from the 
Spain during its golden age. 

Somehow the words are appro­
priate to the occasion. Yet the east 
of which we speak is not Jerusalem 
but Eastem Europe. And west is 
not Spain, but Hawaii, the 50th 
state of the Union. 

Where tloes Hawaii come to Yom 
Hashoah? Who are the people as­
sembled in the open aired ChurchJ 
with a large crucifix tlominating the 
eastern wall? 

How does one speak of the 
East-of the darkness- from para­
dise, the lend of sun end surf? 

1 had been invited to lecture in 
Hawaii as paft of the Jewish com­
munity's annual observance of Yorn 
Hashoah. 1 was to speak in Honolu­
lu, Mauai, Kauai. My lectures were 
to be part of a rigorous week-long 
program of: education and public 
awareness that included the show­
ing of "Shoah," in the Jewish Com­
munity Center of Honolulu. More 
tjhan 300 people at.tended, or rough­
ly IO % of the Jewish population of 
the Honolulu. 

'Dhe odity of commemorating the 
Shoah in a vacation paradise did 
not strike me in Monolulu even 
though tl!,e audience was mixed. 
Every shade of the rainbow was 
represented as clergymen from all 
faiths-eastern and western-gath­
ered to participate. Many Japanese­
Americans we~e also in the congre­
gation. Denied the opport,mity to 
fight Japan, a spesial Hawaiian­
based elite unit had fought valiantly 
in Eurnpe and liberated Dashau. 
Each year, the men of the 26th join 
the Jewish community i11 remem­
bering. 

'il'he Jews assembled in the con­
gregation bad just fmished 91h 
hours of painful watching. they 
were in a mood to reflect on the 
meaning of the Holocaust but not 
to listen to long le.ctures or 
speeches. Kaddish, El Maleh Ra­
ehamim end Ffatikvah, prayers and 
readings were incorporated into nhe 
commemoration. 'Fhe ceremony was 
religious, yet because of the initia-

t '.1, 

tives of the U.S. Holocaust Memo­
rial Council, there was also a 
proclamation from the Governor, a 
message from the Mayor, a letter 
from the Senator and a outpouring 
of local politicians. 

Honolulu's Jews did not surprise 
me. After all, the city is a large 
urban metropolis, one of the many 
sunbelt cities to which our people 
have migrated. 

''Howdoes 
one speak of the 
East-of the 
darkness-from 
paradise, the land 
of sun and 

sutf!'' 

II 

F1rom Monolulu to Kauai is a 30 
minute flight yet they are wodds 
apart. The former, sophisticated 
and urbane, is a cross between 
Miami Beach, Tokyo, and Manila. 
111he latter is a small isolated island 
wi1ih a vast coastline and magnifi, 
cent canyons. It was the setting for 
movies such as South Pacific and 
the 'Ilhombergs, and the location of 
tihe fa\Jled beach of Haneli. 

f had been given the name of a 
man to contact in Kauai, Dr. Doug­
las Mathews, and the location of 
the Church in which I would speak, 
St. Michael's and All Angels 
Church. Naturally I assumed that 
he was the pastor and it was to his 
congregation that I would speak. 
When I arrived and met Dr. Math 
ews, I introduced myself end asked 
how he entered the ministry. "Hell, 
['m no minister," he said, "I'm a 
Jewish psychiatrist from Boston." 
And one by one the Jews arrived. 
A!lmost without exception, they 
were young, men and women be­
tween 25 and 45. and like their 
Jewish contemporaries elsewhere 
rthey were professionals; doctors, 
lawyers, accountants, nurses, art­
ists, teachers, and a Hilton Hotel 
official who spent last year studying 
in Jerusalem. Forty nine of the 51 
adult known Jews on·• ithe island 
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attended-one of them an evangeli• 
cal minister of Jewish origin. Yet 
unlike Jewish professionals else• 
where, these Jews had chosen to 
abandon the pressures of urban 
America for a quality of life avail­
able only in a island paradise where 
homes need neither air conditioning 
nor heating-and the ocean water is 
always inviting. 

A generation ago, Jews who 
moved to rural cities in Amer,ica 
were searching foi an escape from 
Jewish culture and they found it. 
These young Jews were looking for 
a way of presemring Jewish life even 
in Kauai-and they too will find it 
ever wi1Jhout a rabbi, a synagogue or 
a Hebrew school. 

The community gathers fre• 
quently but not weekly,. On Hanuk­
kah, they have a party, they eat 
latkes and light the menorah. For 
Purim there is a masquerade ball, at 
Passove~ all the known Jews attend 
a seder. Only ¥om Hashoah and the 
High Holidays are commemorated 
by religious services. 

'I1he commemoration consists of 
Psalms, Kaddish, and poetic read­
ings. Even on this island outpost, 
Mayor Tony T. Kunimura issued a 
proclamation, which speaks of the 
obligation to remember witb the 
hope of preventing a repetition of 
such l:ieinous crimes against bu-

' ' A generation 1:1go, Jews who 
moved to rural 
cities in America 
were seart;hing for 
an escape from 
Jewish cultmre and 
they found it. 
These young Jews 
were looking for a 
way of preserving 
Jewish life even in 
Kauai-and they 
too will find it 
without a rabbt a 
synagogue, or even 
a Hebrew 

school.'' 

manity. When I am invited to 
speak, the audience is attentive and 
encourages me to continue at 
length. "h is 'IIOt often that we hear 

MY JOURNEY TO IMERICA 
BY INGE AUERBACHER 

I t was the morning of May 2~. 
1946. r had spent ten stormy 
days at sea on the Morine 
Perch, an American troop trans­

port ship. The sun was rising. [ was 
11 years old. The long night, that 
was !Europe, was finally over. The 
storm was behind me. I had sur­
vived tbe dark days of horror that 
had enveloped a whole continent; 
~be brutal force of Nazism, whicb 
had threatened to spread througb-
011t t!he whole wor.ld and destroy it, 
had been defeated a year before by 
the Allied Armies. 

I slept poorly though the night in 
anticipation of the coming day. 
"I' m in America, America." I could 
barely believe my words. My heart 
pounded ever so quickly-thump, 
thump, racing faster by the second. 

'I1he island of Manhattan was 
before me. Mama and papa stood 
beside me on ship's deck. 'I1heir 
faces were lined with the trouble­
some years of the ,past. Mama was 
40 and papa 47. 'Fhey both seemed 
deep 'in thought. Wfiat would await 
them in ,!;bis strange new land? 
Could they gather their stJre11gtili 
and begin anew? 

'My fingers traced the outline of 
the Manhattan skyline. 

Never had I seen such tall build­
ings. How far away was my litUe 
village of Kippenheim in southern 
Germany now? 

It seemed an eternity ago since 
we ent.ered the cattle cars in Stut­
tgart, Germany. The train that 
would bring us to a new life. Since 
World War II had ended only a year 
before, life and conditions in Ger· 
many were still not normal. Passen­
ger trains were scarce. President 
Harry S. Truman had opened the 

Inge Aue;badier is newest book, 
"I am a Star" will be published by 
Simon and Schuster this fall. 

doors to America to the few Jews, 
who had survived Hitler's hell in 
Europe. Our good friend Mr. Elk­
kan came to see us off in Stuttgart 
and pleaded with us to stay in 
Germany: "Life will be much better 
fot you again." We chose to leave 
the past behind. 

On the side of our cattle car 
someone wrote in chalk: "God bless 
America and President Harry Tru• 
man." There were few cots to sleep 
on in our c~. One was given to me. 
The ;est of the people slept on the 
floor. .Ml oti us had been used to 
these conditions and no one com­
plained. A'tl least 30 persons shared 
a car. One could feel an infectious, 
hopeful spirit among most of the 
passengers. 

I 'befriended a woman, who 
taught me a Russian folk song, 
whose melody still haunts me today. 
That same woman wore a handker­
chief wrapped around her wrist. As 
our friendshw grew, she showed me 
in sec~et a bracelet underneath. It 
was laced with precious stones. She 
confided in me that she had man­
aged to buy it on the black market 
in Germany and would try to sell it 
in Ame~ica. It was her only valuable 
possession and she guarded it with 
her life. 

During the day the sliding door 
of our cattle car was kept open to 
let in fresh air. I sat most of the 
daytime on the floor in the door 
opening between two young men 
watching the scenery drift by. 

An empty bucket stood on the 
side intended for our personal 
needs, but no one used it. 11he train 
stopped freguently and permitted us 
to relieve ourselves in the open 
fields. The train ride took about 
two days. Our destination was the 
collection center in Breme.n used 
formetly as an Arn,y barrack by the 
Germans. People from other parts 
of Europe joined us there. 

We boarded tJhe Marine Perch on 
May 14, 1946 at Bremerhaven. It 

Jewish content, go one, continue, 
we'll stay." 

As I speak of the Nuremberg 
legislation, they remember the sto­
ries told to them by theiI neighbors 
of the isolation and round-up of 
Japanese Americans on the days 
after Pearl Harbor. Wben I mention 
of the distinctiveness of the Jews, 
they tell stories of how tlieir chil­
dren stand out, ethnically, cultural­
ly, and religiously-how they are 
different by class and by culture. AB 
I talk of the Holocaust and its 
relationship to contemporary tech­
nology, they nod in assent. After all, 
these high1y trained professionals 
had turned their back on the lure of 
the city to seek a better life. They 
intuitively know tbe per.ils and the 
promise of 'llhe modern world. 

Aftel'Wards, we gather at the 
home of the one of the physicians 
for extended conversation. A Ger­
man born au-paire says: "I've 
learned more about the Holocaust 
and Jews this evening than in all 
my life in Berlin. 

A J?hysician asks me to teach 
him the blessing for a br.it as the 
psychologist's wife is expecting son 
within a month. The conversation 
gradually moves to a discussion of 
the Holocaust. And each of the 20 
Jews who have come back to talk, 
speaks of what it meant to them, 

was a cold rainy day. The ocean was 
restless and violent during most of 
the ten-day Atlantic crossing­
much like what our lives had been 
in Europe. 

Women and children had the 
privilege of occupying the upper. 
decks; with at least six persons in 
each cabin. Men were sent to the 
lower decks and slept on swinging 
hammocks. Needless to say, almost 
everyone suffered from sea sickness. 

We ~ved in the late afternoon 
on May 24, 1946 in the New Yoi;k 
City Harbor. 'The Statue of Liberty 
was before us. Our captain decided 
to anchor 1Jhe ship and start the 
immigration process early next 
morning. 

All of us stayed up much of the 
night to ~vetch the twinkling lights 
of New York City. We hoped that 
the bright beam of the torch from 
the great Lady of the Harbor was a 
sign of welcome for us. 

The morning of May 25, 1946 
was chilly. I proudly dressed myself 
in my favorite new dress. Mama 
had new clothes sewn especially for 
me for the journey to America. The 
dress had multicolored flowers on a 
blue bac-kground and a light blue 
coat and blue hat with red polka 
dots completed the outfit. I felt very 
special. Instructions were given by 
the captain in what order we wer~ 
to leave the ship. Our turn came 
and we careftilly w'ilked down the 
creaky narrow gang plank. Newspa· 
per reporters quickly gathered 
around the disembarking passen­
gers. We were all still a sensation 
and a newsworthy story, since it 
was on'.ly the second displaced per• 
sons ship from Europe after the war 
that had arrived with its pitiful 
cargo in A:mei;ica. Flashbulbs were 
exploding all around us. I was 
spoLted by some of the reporters. 
'Dhey were very few children among 
the passengers, since most of them 
had died in the gas chambers of 
Hitler's hell. 

how central it was to their Jewish 
identity-to their life. Two are chil­
dren of survivors, whose fear of the 
dar.kside of urban culture has led 
them to choose rural existence. 

The evening lasted well past mid­
night yet l returned refreshed­
even exaltant. The labors of the 
U.S. Holocaust Memorial Council 
Days of Remembrance Committee 
(chaired by Sigmund Sti:ochlitz and 
Benjamin Meed) had home fruit. 

In 19r]9 when I was drafting the 
Report to the President of the Pres­
ident's Commission on the Holo­
caust, Elie Wiesel, Yitz Greenberg 
and I had dreamed of the Days of 
Remembrance for we intuitively 
knew that the imprimatur of the 
American government would facili· 
tate the adoption of Holocaust com-
memorations not only by Gentile 
but by American Jews. But little 
did we imagine that the the com­
memoration of the Holocaust would 
not stop at the edge of the Pacific 
but remembrance would cross an­
other ocean ever more distant from 
the dwkness of Europe. 

At the end of the west, we in­
voked the memory of the east as 
young Jews gathered to reaffirm 
their commitment to a people and 
to accept the fate of Jewish clestiny. a 

'' All of us stayed up much of 
1, the night to watch 

the twinkling 
lights of New York 
City. We hoped 
that the bright 
beam of the torch 
from the great 
Lady of the 
Harbor was a sign 
of welcome for 

us.,, 

Finally, we -entered the large re­
ception ha'.11. Red Cross workers 
were busy distributing coffee and 
doughnuts to the newcomers. We 
searched the crowd outside of the 
roped off area for a familiar face. 
After our immigration clearance, 
mama recognized someone in the 
crowd. It was Aunt Trudi. The large 
hall was a beehive of activity as 
long lost relatives tearfully em­
braced each other. A man suddenly 
raced out of the crowd toward us. 
He recognized my parents. It was 
Aunt Trudi's cousin David, who 
had come t.o the port to see who 
had arrived and who were still alive. 
Me pressed a dollar bill into my 
hand and said: "This is for a good 
start in America." 

It was like a dream, we had 
arrived in America. Eight dollars 
were given to each of us on the 
ship. My parents and I car.ried our 
meager possessions in three suit· 
cases. We left the ar.rival hall and 
walked through the exit into the 
bright sunlight. The doors closed 
behind us-the doors that separated 
as from the past. j, 



Monumental Book on Bitburg to be Published 

Bitburg and Beyond: Encounters 
in American, Gennan and Jewish 
Histozy, edited by Ilya !l.:evkov, a 
monumental volume covering all 
aspects of the 1985 Bitburg crisis, 
will be published this summer by 
Steimatajcy/Sbapolsky Books. 

In more than 200 anticles 
speeches, analyses, intei:views and 
editor.ials, as well as retrospectives 
by some of the J>rincipal partici­
pants in the events of Agril-May 
1985, the book provides the most 
complete and authoritative account 
of the controversy over President 

Ronald Reagan's decision to visit 
the German military . cemetery at 
Bitburg. The book includes the 
speeches by President Reagan and 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl at Bitburg 
and Bergen-Belsen, Ellie Wiesel's 
speech at the White House urging 
the President not to go to Bitburg, 
Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan's 
radio address demanding that the 
White House allow American Jews 
rto demonstrate at Bergen-Belsen on 
May 5, Menachem Rosensaft's 
speech at the protest demonstration 
at Bergen-Belsen, and Benjamin 

Meed's speech at the contra-Bit­
lburg Ceremony !honoring the Amer­
ican War dead at Arlington Ceme­
tery. 

Bitburg and Beyond is the most 
far-reaching and comprehensive 
volume on this historic milestone in 
American and Jewish history. 
Among the other contz,ibutors who 
discuss the significance and impact 
of the Bitlburg visit are Morris B. 
Abram, William F. Buckley, Am­
bassado~ Arthur F. Burns, Abraham 
Foxman, associate national director 

of the Anti-Defamation League of 
B'nai B'r.ith, Rep. Sam Gejdenson, 
Marvin Kalb, Serge Klarsfeld, Sen. 
Frank Lautenberg, American Jew­
ish Congress Executive Director 
Henry Siegman and World Jewish 
Congress V,ice President Kalman 
Sultanik. The·book also reflects and 
analyzes the different reactions to 
the IBitburg controvel!\Y in the 
United States, Germany, Israel, 
Great Britain, France, Canada, 
Italy, the USSR, Czechoslovakia, 
Poland, Yugoslavia, Argentina and 
Sweden. • 

TO COLLECT HALL OF NAMES TESTIMONY 

American Gathering to Cooperate with Y ad Vashem 
According to Martyrs' and 

Heroes' Remembrance Law, Yad 
Vashem is to "commemorate the six 
million members of the IJewish peo­
ple who died a martyr's death at the 
hands of the Nazi and their collab­
orators .... to gather in to t'be home­
land material regarding all those 
members of the Jewish people who 
laid down their lives .... to confer 
upon the members of the Jewish 
people who perished in the days of 
the disaster and the resistance the 
commemorative citizenship of the 
state of Israel, as a token of t!heir 
having been gathered to their peo-

pie." 

In order tto fulfill this task, Y ad 
Vashem undertook to record the 
names of all the Jews who perished 
at t'be hands of the Nazis during the 
Holocaust. The registration was 
done by relatives o, mends of the 
victims who filled out "pages of 
testimony," which contained all the 
pertinent biographical information 
on the individual and the circum­
stances of his or her death. 

The project to collect "pages of 
testimony" is still in progress, and 
more than two and a half million 

HOW TO FIUL OITT THE "PAGE OF TESTIMONY" 

Geaual 

I) Fill out one form for each deceased mernberof your family or friend 

2) Wrilename of deceased and other information in clear handwriting 
or block letters.. 

3) Write name of dccea5<XI on back of photograph you enclose. 

De Page ltadl 

I) F...ily - • family name of deceased as it was written at that 
time. For married women, their family name after marriage. 

2) Flnt llllllle (maklea ... -1 - first name under which lhe deceased 
was known. In cases where there is no Jewisli name, add it 
(if knowru,.§or example - Herbert-Tzvi, Hank.a-Chana. For married 
women add maiacn name (family 11ame before marriage). 

3) N- of fallocr. Name of father of deceased. 

◄) N- of_,.._. - Name of mother of deceased. 

5) Date of 111rt1, - Of deceased 

6) Hace of lllrtlt - If own, village and country 

7) RaWeac:e belore doe wu - Where deceased lived before Sept. 1939. 

8) R...._ 4ut,,g die war - Where deceued lived during the wu 
ycan (Place of deponation, ghetto, hiding place) 

9) Place •■d dale of de■t• - Where did death take place? Camp, 
ghetto. other place, or unknown. 

10) 0.-.- of d .. tk - hunger. illness, action by Germans and 
their_ hc1pets. concentration Cc1mp. death camp. 

11) Nome of wHeA1101baad of deceaoe,I - first name. 

12) CWk!Ra dcceue,I oder doe age of 18 • Children under lhe age of 
18 killed by lite Nam - number of children: if possible names and 
ages. In case both parents died in the Holocaust, register children 
oftloer witli their father or with their mother. 

13) I tl,e -nl&J!e,d . Name of person registering the deceased - give 
your full name. 

14) Raiohg ••Full addrcs, - House Number, Street. City, Zip Code_ 

IS)~"' tleceued - Relationship of the pcr,-:m ~ 
to the dcccucd. 

I~) Sip.we - of pcnon registering 

names ha'le already been received at 
Yad Vashem, which provides ''pages 
of testimony" to all individuals and 
organizations interested and has 
initiated appea;)s to Jewish commu­
nities the world over to panicipate 
in this endeavor. 

One of the major difficulties m­
volved in the execution of the pro­
ject ~s that many communities were 
entirely wiped out, and thus there 
are no survivors to record the 
names of a large number of Jews 
who perished in the Holocaust. 

The American Gathering and 
Federation of Jewish Holocaust 

YAO VASHEM ~ , 
Martyrs' and Heroes' 
Remembrance Authority 
Jerusalem, Israel 

Survivors has agreed to cooperate 
with Y ad Vashem in collecting the 
names of all those who perished in 
the Holocaust. It will furnish any­
one who asks for it with the pages 
of testimony. 

Below is a sample page and the 
instructions for filling it out. But do 
not fill out the page since all docu­
ments must be on acid free paper 
that will not disintegrate over time. 
Instead, please write to the Ameri­
can Gathering for the pages of 
testimony at 122 W. 30th St., New 
York, N.Y. 10001. • 

A Pa 
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AMERICAN GATHERING SPONSORS THREE WEEK SEMINAR IN ISRAEL I 

Forty Secondary School Teachers from 13 States 
Will Participate 

Forty public school teachers­
Jewish and non-Jewish- from 13 
states will fly to Israel July 13 to 
study Vhe Holocaust and Jewish 
resistance and, on their return 
home, teach it to their high school 
and junior high school students. 

The teachers will spend three 
weeks in Israel, attending classes 
with prominent scholars and study­
ing materials about the Holocaust 
and its implications for all peoples. 

Launched last year as a pilot 
program with 30 participants from 
the New York area, the project was 
"so successful that it has been ex­
panded, made national cin scope and 
put on an annual basis," according 
to pro~ coordinator Vladka 
Meed, who heads the Educational 
Committee of the American Gath­
ering and Federation of Jewish Ho­
locaust Sm:vivors, one of the 
sponsoring organizations. The other 
sponsors are the Amei:ican !Feder­
ation of Teachers, the Ghetto 
Fighters House, Yad Vashem, and 
Haifa University, and the Educa­
tors Chapter of the Jewish Labor 
Committee. Scholarships grants for 
this program are being provided by 
the American Gathering. 

The Molocaust curriculum covers 
the background, events, methods 
and aftermath of the systematic 
destruction of European Jewry-as 
well as Jewish resistance to the 
Nazis- and explores the moral, po­
litical and historical implications of 
the Holocaust. 

"This year's participants, like 
last year's, will experience history 
in the lecture room and in the 
streets of Israel," said Meed, who is 
also the author of 0n Both Sides of 

the Wall, an account of her experi­
ences in cthe Warsaw ghetto. 

"While in Israel, 1ihese teachers 
will learn of despair, resistance, 
hope and redemption. By passing 
on t heir understanding to t'he new 
generation, we hope to prevent an­
other Holocaust-among any people 
anywhere," she added. 

Most classes, to lbe held five days 
a week , will be given at the ©hetto 
Fighters House, a prestigious docu­
mentation and study center which 
also is home of Israel's Museum of 
the Uolocaust and Resistance. It is 
located on a kibbutz- Lochamei 
Ha-Gheta'ot-ten miles north of 
if.Iaifa. 'Ii1he kibbutz was founded by 
forme.t partisans and survivors of 
Nazi ghettos and concentration 
camps, and the content of the 
course draws upon their personal 
experiences. 

Classes will also be conducted at 
Yad Vashem in Jerusalem, Israel's 
National Holocaust Center, archive 
and museum, and at Haifa Univer­
sity. Participants also will visit Ma­
sada and other historic sites. 
Alumni Group Established 

On completing the course, the 
teachers will be invited to join an 
alumni group formed last ye8.I' to 
enable them to exchange experi­
ences they have bad while teaching 
about the Holocaust and to share 
ideas on future instructional meth­
ods, Meed said. 

This year's 40 participants teach 
at secondary in Arizona, Califomia, 
C:onnecticut, Florida, Illinois, Mich­
igan, New Jersey, New York, Penn­
sylvania, West Virginia, Wisconsin 
and St. Croix in the Virgin Islands . • 

NATIONAL REGISTJ· !: 
Jf\Yl'°'f HOLOCAUSl 

11he National Register: 
• Lists tl1e nam~ or all Jewish Holocaust Survivors 

• Preserves the.: vital fnfonnation or our past and future 

• Coonllnates this lnfonnatlon to lacilltate sean:hcs 

• Provides a historical reconl or surAva\ and rebirth 

• SeJVes as an international clearing house 
for contacts with survivors throughout the wot1d 

, Records the Information of the second and third generation 

• Stores this material In a pcnnam:n~ archive 
for scholarly research and retrlewl 

• Assists In the in~gation and prosecution 
ofl'lazl War Criminals 

To enter your name or the names of_,Your loved ones. 
please fill out Ule information requested and return it to us prompUy. 

PARTICIPANTS/ 1986 EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM 
HOLOCAUST STUDIES 

Geographic Breakdown 

Arizona 

California 

Connecticut 

Florida 
Illinois 
Michigan 

Missow.,i 
New Jersey 
New York 

Pennsylvania 

Virgin Islands 
West Virginia 
Wisconsin 

Tucson 
Glendale 
North Hollywood 
Riverside 
Tustin 
Los Angeles 
San Francisco 
Trumbull 
Monroe 
Miami 
Des Plaines 
Flint 
Oak Park 
St. Louis 
Ocean 
Brooklyn 
Saratoga Springs 
Rockville Centre 
Brooklyn 
Spring Valley 
Flushing 
Forest Hills 
Commack 
Flushing 
New York 
Greenlawn 
Port Washington 
New York 
North Patchoque 
Brooklyn 
Brooklyn 
Great Neck 
.Malone 
Betlilehem 
Philadelphia 
Philadelphia 
St. Croix 
Oceana 
Birchwood 

Ray T . Davies 
Paul Wieser 
Odessa Cleveland 
Judy Horrigan 
Thomas R. J udson 
John Perez 
Rachel B. Stem 
Edward Bader 
Lauren Kempton Cass 
Miriam Kassenoff 
Keren Friedman 
John Davidek 
Dr. Harry L . Juhas 
Ir! S. Solomon 
Pamela Sherman 
Ruth Altman 
Margaret A. Daley 
Mercia S. De Fren 
Ellen Frank 
Barbara Grau 
Edith Gruen 
Evelyn Intrator 
Alan L. Kapiloff 
Phillip A. Rockmael 
Helen Rosenfeld 
Marc Rosa 
Jack Sande 
Sidney Schwartz 
Robert Joseph Seid 
Karen Shawn 
Jo Ann Shilen 
Nina Taft 
Carol A. Woytowich 
Ruth Victor Hummel 
Rivka Brandspiegel 
Chaim Jacob Medwork 
Mark S. Moross 
Jesse Womack 
David Jenkins 

National R~istry of Jewish Holocaust Survivors 

PLEAS& CORRE(?'r, OR FlL.L lN 
ldISSING INFORMATION 

FAlULY RF.GISTRY • 

NAJ,1£, _______ _____ _ _____________ _ 

ADDRESS:--- - - - ------ ------------ -
PHONE; _____ ___ __ OCCUPATION: _________ _ 

Stahn; {circle one}: Sut"V1V0t. SpoulC Di Survrvor. 2:nd.Gencr-..\fon, Spouse of Znd'~»,.tian. Other 

If )'OU an: a s uniw:lr, complete lht: rullawing: 

Nam• befon. or during ,,:ar or maido:n nam~ 

e 1a~Clfbirth: C:Uy _____ ___ _ ___ eow,tty _____ ___ _ 

P1'te of reside:w:r before v.,.r. City Counlty; _ _ _ _____ _ 

Pbcudurin&"-,rllistall): --- -~.--.. ~-= ~........,,..-=c-""""-....... ==oe~hld~IN=.,_~----

Spome•snama·~· _ _____ _ _ ___ _ Ql'lClJp.tion<_• --------

SpoUR"c .i.at""'(circle one): sumvor, Spouse of Survivor, 2nd Gent!ntion;. Spouie of2nd Gcncntion,, Other 

Havr:YoU ever civm anonl histw-J'(Yet/NoT?--- ------UYn, pkue 1ive ~rand 

whcn it is loca:..d7 

rr your .9J)OU.K b • SuMwor, compk:tc or cotl'Ut Che following: 

N,me bdi:,re or during ,A,"W or maiden name: 

P1.ceofbi.rth : C.iy _ ___ _ ____ _ __ ,Countty: ___ _ ____ _ 

Pia.a, or re1idence befur. .,....r. Ci~ Cou.ntfl'"•-------- ­

Plaees durin,: -....r fllst all): ----a,•-=•"'f ...... =ccm=-=~"'"-"""c=-=,c-c.......,=• =w"'h-=.,_=--- --

Other IMng ~mbcts or)Our 6aml1y (SuMYOI'$. 2nd Generation. 311' Gcne,a.ti,;m ). 

lfrt1cmbe 1"1 cf)"Qurfcnib'a.ntnal.hown.pleuc1ddthcm lo\hcbackof lhisformaotht"y ma,y be :includedin theJlecimy 

R(,latiOf"d.hip 41 you: 0 Parent O Child O Grandchild O Brother □ Sisu:r O OttUp,1,tion 

Relatiorahip to you; 0 Pan!nt O Child O G~dchild □Brothu □ S~" D Oec:upstiun 

Rcla.\lonship to you: D Pattnt □ Child □ G1U1ilchild O Brother O Sister □ Occupation 

Rct.lionUnp \0 you: D Parent O Child O Gr..ndcluld O Brother O SUUr O Oecupalion 

I 
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Waldheim 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 

ly, there were the political implica­
tions. We were about to say that 
one of the most famous men in the 
world had carried on a deliberate 40 
year deception of his sordid past. 
There were implications for Austri­
an Jews and Austria's relations with 
many other soveteign states. What 
we did not expect that we would be 
central players in the drama. It was 
the New York Times that broke the 
story. 0Ut expectation was that 
Waldheim would be shamed into 
resignation. We assumed that an 
honorable man would step down. 
We misjudged Waldheim and we 
misjudged. Austria. r don't want to 
stereotype Austria. After all 46% of 
the people voted against him. Yet 
the Austrian media should be 
blamed. 'Ilhey would have you be­
lieve that it was the Jews against 
W aldl\.eim. 
Together: Did you misjudge the 
impact of what you aid on Austria. 
My sense is that the rest of the 
world has already discredited Wald­
heim as a small, petty, liar. Tlhe 
Austrians seem to have rallied 
around him. li, you had to play it 
out again, would .JOU do it the same 
way? 
Steinberg: We had no concern 
about the Austrian election. The 
only election that concerned us was 
Waldheim's election as Secretacy 
General 0£ the UN. In point of fact, 
Waldheim was national monument 
in Austria. His opponent began at 
26% in the polls. There was no 
doubt that Waldheim would win. If 
anything, his past cost him support. 
Many people told us the best thing 
that happened is that he was elect• 
ed president of Austria. Nad he not 
been elected, the educational cam· 
paign would have come to an end. 
But the electoral campaign is irrele­
vant. 1/he investigation will contin­
ue. 
Together: What should America do? 
Steinberg: America should enforce 
the law. Waldheim should be barred 
from the 1Jnited States. 'If the At­
torney General does not enforce the 
law, that is an obstruction of jus-

tice. If an OSI recommendation is 
not signed off by the Attorney Gen­
eral, what will !happen is that the 
two or three thousand people on the 
"Watch List" will go to court to 
challenge their status. At stake is a 

' ' The saying is that he may have 
been the 
compromise 
candidate who was 
the compromised 
candidate.,, 

hidden assault on the Office of 
Special Investigation. 
Together: What do you want Israel 
to do? 
Steinberg: I want Israel-especial­
ly Israel-to act as proud Jews. 
Frankly, I am not a Jl,ikudnik, but I 
think Foreign Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir acted as a proud Jew. 'li'here 
is no compromise with Nazism, 
there can not be. In recalling the 
ambassador and in initiating an 
investigation, Israel did the right 
thing. And even though what is at 
stake is not tfhe murder of Jews, I 
think the Jewish people have taken 
on an obligation to fight Nazism. 

I was being interviewed on Aus­
t rian television and the interviewer 
asked me: "Why is the World Jew­
ish Congress so obsessed with these 
incidents. After all, Waldheim is 
accused of atrocities against 'i5ugo­
sla¥ians and Greeks, not Jews." At 
which point I stood up and walked 
out. 'li'here was no way to oridge the 
moral gµlf implied in that question. 
Togebher: Let me speculate. The 
press community in Washington 

Three Forms Of Forgetfulness 
These past weeks-:lmve been try­

ing times for surnvM'of the Holo­
caust-and fo~ those who remember 
the dark Nazi era. Ever since our 
liberation from Nazi Germany we 
have labored to remember and not 
to let others forget. It was not for 
ourselves that we remembered. We 
could never forget. Sometimes a 
sound or a noise, a voice or e'len a 
gesture :would remind us. We re­
membered because we felt that our 
memory should protect others, 
should save others, should insure 
that never again would there be a 
Holocaust, that history should not 
repeat citself. 

At first, we were told: "forget the 
Holocaust, it's too painful. You 
need all your energy to begin life 
again." 'I1his was the counsel of 
friends who felt that they had our 
welfare in mind. Others wanted us 
to forget in order to lessen their 
guilt, to quiet their discomfort. We 
_persisted. We had no choice. We 
had an obligation to remember. For 
us the only way into the future was 
to bring the memories of the past 

with us despite their pain-because 
of their pain. 

In the late 1970s, suddenly seem• 
ingly out of nowhere a new 
movement began denying that the 
Holocaust ever happened. So called 
professor wrote pseudo-scholarly 
books saying t here was no gas 
chambers, that our parents and 
siblings, spouses and children did 
not die in gas chamber, at lea.st not 
in large numbers and not as part of 
a systematic program of extermina­
tion. Suddenly, -instead of being 
told, "forget it," we were 'being told 
"there was nothing to remember." 

Surely, this is not the full story. 
At the same time as the revisionists 
were propagating their lies, the Ho­
locaust was gradually being under· 
stood by scholars and teachers, 
writers and artists as a central 
event of the 20th century telling us 
most painfully about the frailty of 
man and the cruelty of government, 
the indifference of bystanders, and 
the nature of tyranny. 

C'.Jourts in Canada and the United 
States have held that the historicity 
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Personalbogen (personal questionaire of Kurt Waldheim. Probable date 1940). 

has heard rumors that Waldheim's 
law degree may be a fraud. If he was 
supposed to be in Vienna during the 
time and if his thesis is on a precur­
sor of Nazism, then perhaps it is a 
fraud? 
Steinberg: [ think we know at this 
point t hat Waldheim did have a 
numbei of leaves. lile claims he was 
in Vienna during these leaves. His 
law thesis-unlike most others­
was on a pre-Nazi ideologist. His 
contention-and it might be true-

of the Holocaust is not subject to 
debate, the courts took judicial no• 
tice of the event. Scholars have 
produced voluminous material doc­
umenting the Molocaust. Survivors 
gatheted in massive number in Je­
rusalem and Washington to testify 
to what they had seen and liber­
ators came from 14 different coun• 
tries to Washington- nations at 
odds with each other- to bear wit­
ness to what they had seen when 
the first entered the Nazi concen­
tration and extermination camps. 

Now to our pain. Chancellor Hel­
mut Kohl created a new theory of 
reconciliation and forgetftillness. 
And the sage of Bitburg endorsed 
Kurt Waldheim for president of 
Austria. There was a peculiar si­
lence in the Waldheim camp, no 
complaints of outside interference 
in an Austrian election. 

It is clear that Waldheim is a 
liar, that for forty years he covered 
his record and deceived the world 
about his past. 'Ilhere were tens of 
thousands like him but no one with 
bis questionable past served in such 
exalted position and no one-until 

was that while he wasn't attending 
classes, he was writing his thesis. rt 
may well be the only thing he is 
telling the truth about. 
Together: Wouldn't all this infor­
mation have been known to intelli­
gence services throughout the 
world? How compromised was the 
UN Secretary General? 
Steinberg: The saying is that he 
may have been the compromise 
candidate who was the compro­
mised candidate. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15 

now-dared publicly to offer him­
self for high office. And when his 
lies were uncovered, he took a new 
tack. "It didn't matter, it was war, 
and there were casualties on both 
sides," he said. Outside agitators 
were trying to influence Austrian 
election, they were shaming Aus­
tria, and he appealed to the young 
people born after the war, to forget 
the past. For years we were told 
that a new generation had arisen, 
one that was not responsible for the 
shameful deeds of their parents. 
The future was now in the hands of 
a generation born in freedom and 
shamed by the Nazi past they in­
herited. 

Forgetfulness has now taken 
three forms. At first, they told us, 
"forget it," for it is too painful. 
Then they said, "forget it, because 
there is nothing to remember." And 
now 54 % of the Austrian people­
young and old- led by Kurt Wald• 
heim are telling us "forget it be• 
cause it doesn't really matter." 

That is why survivors are sad 
and fearful. And oh yes, determined 
more than ever before to remember. 
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Mermelstein Feeted for Victory Over Revisionism 
BY S(!)L H. MARSHAU 

The victory of Mel Mermelstein 
over the anti-Semitic Institute for 
Historical Review, which attempted 
to claim that the Nazi Holooaust 
was a hoax, was celebrated during a 
community-wide luncheon at the 
Beverly l,lilton Hotel, Beverly Hills, 
on Sunday, June 8. 

Irving Peters, chairman oE the 
event, opened the program with a 
statement that "it is symbolic that 
we meet today, the same day that 
Austria has elected its president. 
Austria, where Hitler was born and 
raised, where he stated his evil 
philosophy before Munich, which 
fostered this same philo,sophy, has 
produced a Kwm Waldheim and ,has 
elected him as its president. This 
election proves that the :Austrian 
people have not changed." 

Peters pointed out that the turn­
out of more than 850 people, rep­
resenting the suMvor community 
of Southern California, was a clear 
demonstration of the united suppoi:t 
that had been given Mermelstein 
throughout his long and tortuous 
battle. 

Benjamin Meed, national presi­
dent of the Amecican Gathering of 
Jewish Holocaust S=vors, stated 
that he was shattered by the news 
that the young people of Austria 
had brought Waldheim to powe~. 
"Our job is not done," he declared. 
We must continue to remind the 
world of the evil deeds of their 
fathers." 

Meed extolled Mermelstein, not 
only for remembering the torture 
and death suffered by his family 
and others, but for preventing oth­
ers from fo~getting. "The revision­
ists attempted to set up a debate, 
where the victims had to prove that 
they had mothers and fathers, sis­
ters and brothers. Merme!Btein's 
major accomplishment was that he 
defeated them in court, and that 
decision can not be erased," he said. 

Dr. Lee K.i!gan, speaking on be­
half of the Second Generation, 
pointed out that the future would 
still be a time for continuing efforts 
on behalf of preserving the truth of 
the lilolocaust. 

"Last year it was Bitburg, this 
year it is WaldJieim. What will it be 
next year? But it is crystal clear 
that the survivor family is locked 
into fighting the tide of history 
slowly trying to turn away from our 
tragic mem0ries. T.oday we have 
one vict:ary, Mel Mermelstein's vic­
tory. But he will need our ongoing 
support. We see the greying of the 
eyewitnesses ofl the Holocaust, but 
the sons and daughters of the survi­
vors have a promise to be kept and 
a pledge to be fulfilled. The Second 
Generation is co=itted more than 
ever to the legacy which we ac­
cepted in Jerusalem in 1981, so that 
the voice of the survivor family will 
continue to be heard-in the coui:t­
room, in the classroom, and wherev­
er else it must be heard," he 
concluded. 

lD1'. Abram L. Sachar, noted his­
torian, pointed out that the battle 
still remains with the Jews. "We 
have learned 'that there were epi­
sodes of compassion and sympathy, 
but we can not rely on that. We 
must rely on ourselves," he said. He 
reminded the audience that many 
"righteous gentiles" are remem­
bered in the records of the Y ad 
V ashem, but that Sweden took in 
many Jews only under duress, and 
that the United States also helped 
many Nazis escape after the war-

Neal M. Sher, director of the 
Office of Special Investigations, 
United States Department of Jus­
tice, pointed out that one of the 
most significant outcomes of the 
Mermelstein victory over the IHR 
was the statement that "the Holo­
caust is a fact." It is now recorded 
in national legal annals and can no 
longer be debated. 

Stanley Hirsh, incoming presi­
dent of the Jewish Federation 
Council of Greater Los Angeles, 
brought greetings from the general 
community. He pointed out that 
"your" Federation is dedicated to 
all elements of the Jewish commu­
nity, and to the future of Jewish 
communities everywhere. He re­
fei,red to the Martyrs Memorial and 
Museum at tbe Federation building, 
and the program of Holocaust edu­
cation in schools under the jurisdic­
tion of the Bureau of Jewish 

L.A. County-Wide Support of 
Anne Frank Month Events 

An ambitious schedule of county­
wide pub1ic programs has been cal­
endared during Anne Frank Month, 
began on June 12, which would 
have been the young Holocaust 
victim's 517th birthday. Participat­
ing in the planning, headed by the 
Marctyrs Memorial and Museum of 
the Holocaust of ,Jewish Federation 
Council, is a broad-based coalit ion 
of community institutions and orga­
nizations in the fields of education, 
commerce, theology, the arts and 
media, public and social services as 
weU as elected officials, members of 
t:he international consular corps and 
ffolocaust survivor community. 

Actresses Shelly Winters ano 
Millie Perkins, who starred in "The 
Diary of Anne Frank'. feature film. 

serve as honorary chairs of the 
"Anne Frank in the World: 1929-
1945" co=emoration. Winters 
won an oscar for her supporting 
role; Perkins played Anne in the 
20th-Century Fox 1959 release. 

Highlighted is the West Coast 
premiere of the international photo­
documentary exhibit sponsored by 
the Martyrs Memorial in cooper­
at ion with The Ann Frank Center, 
New York. 

The organizing committee con­
sists of Cardis eorp., Carnation 
Corp., City of Los Angeles, Colum­
bia Savings Bank, Jewish Commu­
nity Foundation of Jewish 
Federation Council, Los Angeles 
Oity Council and UJnited Artists. • 

PHOTO BY MORli?IS P. KAGAN 

PGrticipating in the Victory Luncheon honoring Mel Mermelstein for his legal triumph 
over the ln~titute of Historical Review, were (seated, left to right) Lidia Budgor, vice 
chair; Irving Peters, president of the Southern California Council of Jewish Holocaust 
Survivors; Mermelstein; Beniamin Meed, president of th• American Gathering of 
Jewi.1h Holocaust Survivors; Rene Firestone, vice chair. Standing (left to right) Neal M. 
Sher, airector of the Office of Special Investigations, United States Department of 
Justice; Dr. Abram L. Sachar, noted historian; Fred Diamant, vice president of the 
Southern California Counc.il; and Dr. Lee Kagan, vice-president of the Second 
Generation of Los Angefes. 

Education. He also announced the 
opening of Anne Frank Exhibit, 
whicli will be in Los Angeles under 
the Museum's auspices. 

Mermelstein was hailed as ded­
icated to the cause of fighting false­
hoods about the Holocaust in a 
message from Elie Wiesel, chairman 
of the United States Holocaust 
Commission and recognized as the 
worldwide spokesman of the Holo­
caust community. Othe~ messages 
were received from Ernest Michel, 
chairman of the World Gathering in 
1981; and William Lowenberg, of 
San Francisco, a national vice pres­
ident of the American Gathering of 
Jewish Holocaust Survivors. 

Actor Leonard Nimpy set a tone 
for the luncheon by reading pas­
sages from Mermelstein's book, By 
Bread Alone, which gave an insight 
into the motivation for his battle 

against the IHR. 
The formal presentation to 

Mermelstein was the Distinguished 
Humanitarian Award, from the 
Southern €alifornia Council of 
Post-War Jewish Organizations, 
Survivors of the Nazi He>lecaust. In 
accepting the award from Peters, 
acting as president, Mermelstein 
acknowledged the tireless efforts of 
Michael Maroko, of the law firm of 
Allred, Maroko, Goldberg and Riba­
koff, who carried the case in court. 

Mermelstein pointed out that 
winning of a cash settlement was 
important, but more significant, 
legally, was the requirement that 
members of the Institute for Histor­
ical Review had to present a written 
apology to Mermelstein and all oth­
er survivors, for their "pain, an­
guish and suffering." • 
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SHOAH 
By Jan Kanki 

At the beginning of last October 
I was invited t:o a private showing 
of the movie Shoah. The movie 
llasted more than nine hours. It has 
no actors and limits itself to inter­
views with victims oil the Holo­
caust, its perpetrators, and eye 
witnesses. Also shown are original 
German documents anci repotts. 
There are many contemporary pho­
tographs taken by Germans. Some 
of the interviews (with Germans) 
are filmed surreptitiously. In addi­
tion, the camps, crematoria, neigh­
boring villages and towns are shown 
as they appeared during the war 
and as they appear today. The 
movie's director is a Frenchman, 
Claude Lanzmann. F!e filmed in 
Poland, Czechoslovakia, Greece, 
Holland, Israel, Switzerland, Ruma­
nia as well as the lilnited States. f.Ie 
devoted a dozen years of his life to 
this work. 

Shoah is unquestionably the 
greatest movie about the tragedy of 
the Jews which has appeared after 
the war. No one has managed to 
preseent the destruction of the Jews 
during World War II in such depth, 
with such blood curdling brutality 
and lack of mercy for the viewer. At 
the same time, the interweaving 0£ 
people, events, nature, and time is 
full of bewitching poetry. The 
soothing beauty of the trees grown 
over the places of slaughter; the 
country sod and fields covering the 
terrible secrets 0£ the concentration 
camps; a procession exiting a 
church which sel'Ved as a round up 
point for deported Jews; the mo'WI!g 
prayers in a synagogue of those !"ho 
lived; and old woman who surv1ved 
and sings a Jewish song "from 
those times" - all this shocks with 
dread or captivates with beauty and 
innocence. 

The Pope learned 0£ Shoah and 
praised the movie and the conscien­
tiousness of its creator to an audi­
ence of French and Belgian war 
veterans. He also underscored the 
moral significance of the movie. 

The subject of the movie is t he 
torment and eventual extermination 
of defenseless Jews, including three 
million Poles practicing Judaism or 
of Jewish ancestry. Nothing more. 

The movie does not portray the 
background of the war years, the 
conquering 0£ almost all of iElurope 
by the 'Phird Reich and the horrors 
carried out against the subjugated 
peoples. It does not speak about the 
suffering of the non-Jewis!i popula­
tion of Poland, Russi!!, GTeece or 
Serbia. The rigorous construction of 
the movie does not allow for this. 

Lanzmann's intention is to dem­
onstrate to the viewer that the 
Jewish lflolooaust was unique and 
incomparable. He is unquestionably 
right. To e<n,ate the extermination 
of tlie Jews with the suffering and 
losses of the non-Jewish population . 
in Europe is, after all, although 
emotionally understandable, simply 
spiritless. All nations had victims to 
a greater or lesser extent. But all 
Jews were victims. 11his Lanzmann 
does not forget for even a moment. 

Jan K~ was honored by ¥ad 
Vashem for, his heroic role as a 
courier in the Polish underground. 
He is a professor at Georgetown 
University. 

Every viewer of this movie will 
underatand this. 

The uncomprosising restriction 
0£ the topic creates an impression 
that the Jews were abandoned by all 
mankind, that all mankind was 
insensitive to their fate. This is 
however, untrue and disheartening, 
particularly for postwar and future 
generations of Jews. The Jews were 
abandoned by governments, by 
those who had the physical or spiri­
tual power. They were not aban­
doned by mankind. After all, several 
hundred thousand Jews were saved 
in Europe. In Foland, tens of thou­
sands survived. The penalty for 
harboring a Jew in Poland was 
death. In Western Europe, although 
the punishment was not as extreme 
helping or harboring Jews exposed 
people to great dangers. Neverthe­
less millions of peasants, workers, 
intellectuals, priests, nuns, endan­
gering themselves and tbeir rela­
tives, provided aid to Jews in each 
country of Eur_ope. How many of 
them perished? God only knows. 

I'n Poland, a cl.afidestine organi­
zation was created whose sole objec­
tive was to provide haven and aid to 
hiding Jews. Its head Wladyslaw 
BSEtoszewski lives in Warsaw. Ma-

' ' All nations had l'ictims to a 
greater or lesser 
extent. But all 
Jews were l'ictims. 
This Lanzmann 
does not forget for 
even a moment. 
Every l'iewer of 
this mol'ie will 
understand 
this.,, 

rek 15d.elman, one of the heroic 
leaders of the Warsaw Ghetto upris­
ing lives in Lodz. Jan Nowak and 
Jerzy Lerski, two couriers of the 
Polish underground government, 
now living in the US, carried mes­
sages and pleas from Jewish leaders 
in J>oland to Western governments. 
Stefan Korbonski, the last chief of 
the Polish Underground State, and 
like Lerski awarded the "Righteous 
Among Nations," now lives in 
Washington Ii>.C. Others live in 
other countries. They should at 
least be mentioned. The viewer 
should be made to realize, partic­
ularly the young generation 0£ Jews 
and non-Jews, that such people 
existed, and this, it seems to me, is 
necessary regardless of the movie's 
construction. For some, it is nec­
essar:y so that they do not lost faith 
in mankind and their place within 
mankind. For others, so that they 
understand what a lack of tolerance, 
racism, anti-Semitism and hatred 
lead to and what love of neighbor 
can do. This is more important 
than any construction, particularly 
since this is such a great movie and 
will have such an impact on the 
viewer. 

The movie's technique rests on 
interviews, some planned and some 

happenstance with individuals not 
known to Lanzmann. In this second 
group are the remarks of several 
Poles, residents of towns and vil­
lages adjacent to the camps. Some 
attest to sympathy and kindness of 
heart, most appal. For instance, 
some small town peasant women 
when asked what t;hey think of the 
destruction of the Jews, answer that 
they live better than before. They 
took over homes lift by the Jews 
which were grander than those in 
which they had lived before the 
war. A peasant woman from anoth­
er group, although not asked, lec­
tures Lanzmann that the fate which 
the Jews met was God's punish­
ment for handing over the Savior to 
his death. She makes these 
statements just before a re1igious 
procession and the church in the 
background. Apparently 'the teach­
ings of the Second Vatican Council 
describing such views as sinful have 
not yet reached this parish. 

An educated urban resident, 
without being asked, leaves a crowd 
to run before the movie camera in 
order to inform Lanzmann about 
what a friend had supposedly wit­
nessed. A rabbi was explaining to 
the Jews gathered for deportation 
that their fate was due to the ac­
tions of their ancestors who deliv­
ering Christ to His death cried out 
that His blood would fall on them 
and their offspring. He did not say 
that the Jews and the rabbi were 
surrounded by SS-men with revolv­
ers and nightsticks in their hands. 

An old farmer questioned if he is 
sorry that there are no more Jews 
answers with a smile, yes and no. 
When he was young he liked Jewish 
women. Now Ifie is old and indiffer­
ent. Another Polish peasant from 
around Treblinka describes the 
transport of Jews from Western 
Europe which he claims to have 
observed. At the last train stop 
prior to Treblinka Pullman wagons 
pulled up. They were occupied by 
fat Jews and Jewish women with 
fancy hairdos. Inside the wagons 
were tab1es with bottles of per­
fumes. He saw suitcases with gold. 
At the stop one of the Jews left the 
wagon and walked up to the station 
buffet in order to buy something. 
The doors to the wagons were not 
guarded. He was allowed to get out 
- just before U'reblinka. Dear God, 
how absurd! 

The movie includes an interview 
with me. The circumstances sur-

rounding the interview speak to the 
methods employed by Lanzmann 
and the planned parameters of 
Shoah. He visited me in 1977 pro­
viding me with materials attesting 
to his qualifications, previous mov­
ies, etc. He talked about his project. 
He has beard and read about me. 
He indicated it was my duty to 
agree to an interview. Initially I 
refused. I had walked away from my 
war experiences and for more than 
thirty years I did not return to 
those memories. Finally I agreed, 
requesting written questions. I 
wanted to prepare. He refused. He 
did not want prepared answers. He 
would ask about those mattera 
which belong in the movie. I would 
say what I remembered. I agreed, 
with the caveat that he not try to 
enmesh me in political discussions, 
assessments or conclusions. He an-

II 
11 

' ' Lanzmann's intention is to 
demonstrate to the 
viewer that the 
Jewish Holocaust 
was unique and 
incomparable. He 
is unquestionably 
night. To equate 
the extermination 
of the Jews with 
the suffering and 
losses of the non­
Jewish population 
in Europe is, after 
all, although 
emotionally 
understandable, 
simply 
spiritless.,, 

11 

swered that in was that his inten­
tion. 

The interview t-00k place at my 
house in 1978. He filmed for two 
days, in total about eight hours. 
Lanzmann is a difficult person. 
Passionate. Completely devoted to 
his work. Uncompromising in his 
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questioning and establishing of 
facts. A few times I broke down 
emotionally. Onee he broke down. 
My wife, unable to bear it left the 
house. 

Fro111; the eight hours of filming, 
I saw about forty minutes of the 
interview on the soneen, focusing on 
tjhe suffering of t he Jews in the 
Warsaw Ghetto as well as the des­
perate demands for assistiance from 
the unde~ground ,Jewish leaders 
aimed at the Western gover.nments. 
T understood. 'Phe time decvoted to 
m:,t account and the construction of 
Shoa1J forced Lanzmann to omit 
the section of the interview whicb t 
felt was the most important pant of 
my /Jewish mission at the end of 
1942. 

As a courier of the Polish Under-

Waldheim 
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not a governmental body but after 
nine or ten weeks, we uncovered al1 
this informatfon. I find it difficult 
to believe 1ihat superpowers with 
intelligence servkes were unable to 
uncover all of this information. And 
if they did-wliich is a fair assump­
tion-I think clearly it was being 
used against him. Yugoslavia had a 
file naming him a war criminal. 
There were \8 nations on the Unit­
ed Nations War Co=ission who 
not only said that Waldheim should 
stand trial for these crimes but in 
fact received the Yugoslavian file. 
'Dhnee week ago a Yugoslavian agent 
said that he passed on the informa­
tion to the Russians. Charles 
Lichtenstein, assistant to UN Am­
bassador Jeanne Kirkpatrick has 
openly said the KGB had him. 
There are a numbei: of murky sto­
ries as to what happened to Wald­
heim at the end of the war, but he 
was interned in an American camp 
in Germany. 

My speculat ion is that it is al­
most like a bad Peter Sellars movie. 
Waldheim was compromised by ev­
ery intelligence agency in the world. 

''Our 
expeetadon was 
that Waldheim 
would be shamed 
into resignation. 
We assumed that 
an honorable man 
would step down. 
We misjudged 
W-aJdheim and we 
misjudged 
Austria.,, 

ground State, who had personally 
witnessed the beginnings of the 
Final Solution, I was sent to alarm 
tjhe Western World to the fate of 
European Jews under the Nazi oc­
cupation. The suffering of the Jews 
was describecl by others in the mov­
ie for more than seven hours. Many 
did i~ better than I. For me the 
central point of my interview was 
that having made my way to the 
West, I described the tragedy and 
demands of the Jews to four mem­
beFs of the British War Cabinet 
including Anthony Eden; President 
Roosevelt andi three key members of 
the American government; the Ap­
ostolic Delegate in Washington; 
,Jewish leaders in the Uniteo States; 
distinguished writers and political 
commentators such as Walter Lip-

Fifty years ago, the American 
Jewish co=unity was not as orga­
nized nor as powe~ful, I can't figure 
out why the American Jewish com­
munity was so frightened this time. 
We had to go alone to the State 
Department, we had to lobby alone 

' ' Oneofthe things that cannot 
be daimed is that 
the World Jewish 
Congress has not 
substantiated its 
claims The press 
would ne-ver ha Ye 
allowed us to get 
away with this. 
For every assertion 
we pro-vided the 
document, the 

pFoof.'' 

in certain places. The central secre­
tariat of the World J ewish Congress 
is very small and we were carry this 
for a long time alone while institu­
tions which have millions of dollars 
did not send people into the ar­
chives. 

There is more involved than 
Waldheim alone. 'l1he problem is 
Waldheimer's disease- moral amne­
sia. In the end, all the organizations 
made the right statements but they 
didn't pull their weight. 

We were advised to hold off until 
after the elections. Can you imagine 
the reaction if we had done that. I 
don't understand why? What ossue 
was at stake was a fort!h-rate power 
electing a non-existent president for 
a non-existent country. I don't 
know why the community was so 
reluctant to _get out front? 
Together: What have you learned 
personally? 

For ten years his right hand man Steinberg: I am the son of survi-
and press spokesman was Rudolph vors and I've educated myself about 
Stajduhar, who was a Yugoslavian a painful period in history. I 've 
partisan. Maybe it is a coincidence, developed a certain cynicism toward 
but maybe not . the media, and I've been shocked by 
Together: Whao was tJie reacliion of some of what I've learned. We went 
some of the Jewish groups. to the World Council of Churches 
Steinberg: The lack of action of and the Vatican asking that tjhey 
some of the research agencies was support a call for the UN to insti-
shameful. J can 't understand ,vhy- tute proceclural background che,cks 

pmann and George Sokolsky. None 
of these matters could be discussed 
by anyone else. After all this would 
have demonstrated how the Allied 
Governments, which alone were ca­
pable of providing assistance to the 
Jews, left the Jews to their own 
fate. 

Including this material into the 
movie as well as general informa­
tion about those who attempted to 
help the Jews, would have presented 
the Holocaust in a historically more 
accurate peispective. The leaders of 
nations, powerful governments ei­
ther decided about the extermina­
tion or took pa!lt in the 
extermination or acted indifferently 
toward ~he extermination. People, 
ordinary people, millions of people 
sympathized with the Jews or pro-

vided assistance. 
The movie Shoa.h through its 

greatness of talent, determination 
and fierce truth, but also by its self-
limitation, has created the need for 
the next movie, equally great, equal­
ly truthful - a movie which will 
present a second realit:,t of the Ho­
locaust. Governments, social organi-
zations, churches, people of talent 
and heart should find a form of 
cooperative effort in order to pro­
duce such a movie. Not in order to 
co.ntradict that which Shoah shows 
but to complement it. After all, the 
Jewish Holocaust of the Second 
War.ld War weights on all of mank­
ing like a curse. 

Translated by Marek Nowak. 

PHOTO COURTES·Y OF WOR I.D JEWISH CONG.RESS 

Oberleutnant Kurt Waldheim (1) relaxing in 1943 at Hotel Grande Bretagne in Athens 
with 15 other German officen including General Helmut Felmy (4} who wo~ convicted 
in 1948 of War Crimes and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment, General Gyldenfeldt 
(2) and LI. Col. Willers (33). 

office, we'll send it to the right 
office. They ducked the issue. 

The World Council sent back a 
letter saying we don't have the 
evidence so we can't respond to 
substance. Then it went on to say, 
and rm paraphrasing now: we don't 
really care whether Waldheim is 
guilty or innocent as far as we are 
concerned, we don't see what this 
has to do with the UN. 

The whole Waldheim affair really 
is a manifestation of the new kind 
of denial. It happened but who gives 
a damn. My response to the 
Churches is for two thousand years 
you've been blaming Jews for some-

thing that didn't happened and now 
you want us to forget after 40 years 
something that did happen for 
which you can attribute responsibil­
ity. 

I feel sorry for Waldheim's son. I 
understand him, he's forced to de­
fend the indefensible. It 1s sad to 
see a loyal son defend such a father. 
Kurt Waldheim even lied to his son. 
Gerhard admits that he forced his 
father to give him a detailed expla­
nation of what happened. Gerhard 
explains that ·his father always car­
ried with him a Greek pistol. Kurt 
would always say "those were the 
days." """ • 

with some noteable except,lons such ou all senior employees. It was a 
as the American Gathering of Jew- simple, non-controversial request. General Ale,ander Loehr (center) and Kurt Waldheim (utreme right) in Sarajevo, 
ish Holocaust Survivors-we were The VaUican answered that we Yugoslavia, November, 1944, looking over bottle plans. Photo appeared in Germon 
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"Give me your tired, y@u.r poor, your 
huddled masses yearning to breilthe 
free .. . Send these, the homeless, tem­
pest-tost to me-I lift my lamp beside 
the golden door!" 

The words, by Emma Lazar.as, engrave~ 
on the plaque of the Statue of Liberty have a 
special meaning for us, the survivcars. And as 
America celebrates the 100th Af-11i1-fversary 0:f 
the Statue, we, tlae survivors, observe forty 
years of mew life r,ebuilt from the ashes of' 
the Holocawst. 

The significance of these two mflestone 
events calls for a reaffirmatkm of 0WF ded-
ication to remem0rance ... ~o the eternal 
values 0f our people ... to the ideals of 
freedom arnd liberty ... to security for the 
Sfate of Israel and to a safe andhapny future 
for our chilclren and for 0Uf eliildren's 
children. Memory is as much individual as 
collective, timeless and a source -of ins~ira';,' 
tion. 

And just as this anniversary year brings 
back so many years of our ne1,1;er-~0-be~ 
forgotten past, it als0 calls to mir,id our 
extraordinary accomplishments during tbe 
four decades sjnce owr anival 0n these 
shores. So tha1 we may ~ay fitting tribwte t0 
our mar,iy achievements, ,and to tme vitarity 
ancl fruitful dynamism that our life here has 
personified, the American Gathering & 1l'ed­
eration of Jewish Holocaust Survivors ancl 
HIAS (Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society) have 
planned a major commemorative event to 
0e held ora Sur,iday, Septemoer 7, 1986. Thi~ 
occasion will bring together many fellow 
survivors, their families and friends and 
members of the second generatiolil wHo 
have accepted ou~ legacy. 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER '7, 1986 
NEW YORK CITY _____ ...:___ 

11:00 AM-2:00 PM 

A Survivors Reunion at the Statue of Liberty 
Emarnating dignity, signifying freedom ane 

safe harbor and projecting a warm place of 
hope and pride, the Stat,ue of Liberty, with 
its beaut,y and distinction as a symh>ol of the 
n0ble idea of liberty, will certainly evoke 
verry profound personal responses ,in thie 
mearts of H0l0caust survivors who che~ish 
tmeir new life in freedom; that enabled f mem 
to rebwild their families and make sucl'i a 
notable contributi@n to society, of which w.e 
are all proud. ' 

' 

4:30 PM-6:30 PM 

Reception at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel 
An informal get-together and a time to 

reminisce on the events of the past forty 
years. 

6:30 PM 

Survivors Liberty Dinner in the Grand Ball­
room of the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel. 

A tribute to forty years of our new life. A 
testi monial ro our tenaoity and to the spirit 
of rebiirtlii. A rededication to remembrance, 
o freedom and democracy, to Israel and 

Jewish solidarity. 
n appropriate artistic program will be an 

fntegral part of aJI ~vents. 
More details wilT follow. 

_ ......,_ __ - - - ------ --··--

JOIN US 
FOR liHE 

SURVIVORS 
LIBERTY EVENTS 

IN NEW YORK CITY 
SEPJ.EMBER 7, 1986 

FILII @l!.JT AND MAIL THIS COUPON 

lio~ Ameriun G-1.thering & Federation of 
Jewish H9locaust Survivors 

122 We-st 31)tn Street~Suite 205 
NewYor,k, New York 10001 

--------~------------~ I 

I 1/W.e w::~r

1t~::: ~:~: ::::Pr~gram 
I 0f fvents on September 7, 1986. 

} Narne/s----~-~-~--- -

Acldr-es.s-~--........ -'--=.....,~-...c.......:'-',. 

Enclosed is ml( ~egistration fee in the 
amount of$ _ _ _ 

($100.00 per person) 

I/ We arce unable to attend. Encdosed is a tax 
deductible gifa in the amoul'lt of $ __ _ 

Please make checks payable to: 
Ame~ican C-atl!rering of Jewis.h Holocaust 

Survivors ._ _______ . ____________ .. 
srn.'FING IS LIMHED AND RESERVATIONS WILL 
BE FILLED ON A FIRST-COME, FIRST-Sl?RVE 
BASIS, 

· 0 S'QHCl'l'ATION (l)f liUNDS 
.' ( 1.. . • '. 

J 




