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VOL.2 WORLD ORGANIZATION OF JEWS FROM ARAB COUNTRIES No. ·t 

The WOJAC Agenda 
by Mordechai Ben Porat 

Jews from Arab coun­
tries, along with their 
descendants, make up 

a major part of Israel's Jewish 
population today. Together 
with their counterparts who 
have settled elsewhere around 
the world, they make up the 
largest refugee movement. in 
the contemporary Middle East. 
These Jews constitute a signifi­
cant branch of the Jewish peo­
ple, who have resided in Arab 
countries ever since the Baby­
lonian exile, more than a thou­
sand years before the rise of 
Islam. Over the centuries there 
were periods when they enjoyed 
rights and prosperity, and they 
have been the victims of per­
secution. As a population, they 
have made an invaluable con­
tribution to the progress, wel­
fare, culture and wealth of their 
native lands. 
In recent generations, before 
the foundation of the State of 
Israel, Arab countries intensi­
fied their persecution of their 
Jewish inhabitants, humiliating, 
arresting and imprisoning them 
and forcing them to flee, desti­
tute, after their property had 
been confiscated. Most of these 
refugees settled in Israel, while 
a minority chose to emigrate 
to other countries for safety. 
From a population of more 
than a million Jews who lived 
in Arab countries more than a 
century ago, now only 30thou­
sand or so have remained, most 
of them living in fear, suffering 
from discrimination, deprived 
of their basic rights and free­
doms, simply because they are 
Jews. 
Jews from Arab lands, together 
with al I the People of Israel, 
have been wat ching with deep 
concern the worsening fortunes 
of Jews remaining in Arab 
countries. Through . WOJAC, 

Mordechai Ben Porat is 
the Chairman of WOJAC. 
Jews from Arab countries call 
upon the Arab states to initiate 
a new era of peace and brother­
hood between our two peoples, 
and immediately cease their 
persecution of the Jews still 
living in their countries, grant­
ing them human rights and al­
lowing freedom of movement 
for those who wish to leave. 
WOJAC calls on the Arab states 
to fulfil their legal and moral 
obligations to the Jews, ac­
knowledging their historical 
rights by compensating them 
for expropriation of their prop­
erty and for damages and losses 
suffered in their countries of 
origin. WOJAC further ·calls 
upon the Arab lands to return 
to Jewish hands the Jewish reli­
gious and cultural assets in ruin 
and neglect under their control, 
to guarantee their restoration 
and repair, and to safeguard 
freedom of access to the tombs 
of the Jewish prophets, other 
religious sites and objects of 
spiritual importance. 
Jews from Arab lands call upon 
the world community to recog­
nize the fact that a de facto ex-
Continued on pg. 2 

TAMMAN SELECTED WDJAC To Peres: 
Remember! 

WOJAC chairman Mbr­
dechai Ben Porat has 
written to Prime Minis­

ter Shimon Peres concerning 
recent developments in the 
peace process. The former min­
ister and member of Knesset 
noted that Israel has always 
given priority to the question 
of the rights of Jews from Arab 

·, lands who were forced to flee. 

1 . 
Leon Tamman is the newly 
selected Chairman of the 
WOJAC Presidium 

"Israel," wrote Ben Porat, 
"must bring up this issue for 
ideological reasons as well as 
for the practical and tactical 
considerations of raising mutual 
claims." □ 

Update: The Remaining 
Communities 

An estimated 6.5.,QQO Jews 
remain in Arab and Is­
lamic lands today, al-

though their number was over 
one million just one generation 
ago. Seventy percent of this 
wide-ranging community made 
its way to Israel between 1947 
and 1961 . They have been 
absorbed by Israel and are full 
and equal citizens of the Jewish 
state. 

JEWS UNDER ISLAM AND 
ARAB RULE TODAY 
Egypt: There are 220 Jews liv­
ing in Egypt today . 
Ethiopia: 10,000 Jews remain, 
longing to reach Israel. 
Morocco: 7,000 Jews remain, 
free to travel and trade as they 
please. The government takes 
special care to ensure their free­
dom. 
Tunisia: 3,500 Jews live in 
perpetual worry. The most 
recent manifestation of hatred 
was on Succot, when a guard at 
a synagogue opened fire on the 
worshippers, killing several Jews 
and wounding othe·rs. 
Iran: About 25,000 Jews are 

forbidden to leave. A recent 
liberalization has permitted 
some to leave Iran in the course 
of their business transactions. 
Turkey: Some 12,000 Jews live 
a normal and full communal 
life with full religious and po­
litical equality. 
Syria: About 4,500 Jews con­
tinue to live in Damascus and 
Aleppo. Emigration is forbidden 
and any Jew who is allowed to 
leave on business must leave his 
family behind as hostage, as 
well as a deposit of $3,000 to 
$5,000. Some 250 unmarried 
young women have almost no 
hope of finding Jewish hus­
bands in Syria, yet are not 
allowed to leave. 
Leba·non: 170 Jews are free to 
leave but have not yet exercised 
that option. There have been 
recent incidents of kidnapping 
and murder. 
Yemen: About 1,200 Jews live 
normally, though various lim­
itations are in place. 
Iraq: · About 300 Jews remain 
out of 140,000. The last Jew 
to leave was allowed to do so 
three years ago. □ 



Resettling 
Refugees: 

lsraelS Proposal 
The Ben Porat Plan, ori­

ginally issued by former 
Minister Mordechai Ben 

Porat in the fall of 1983, calls 
for the rehabilitation and im­
provement of conditions for 
refugees living in territories 
under Israeli administration, 
through the dismantling of 
existing refugee camps and erec­
tion of new housing either near­
by or in new urban centers. 
The plan evolved from a Cabi­
net request in August 1982 and 
was assigned -to then-Minister 
Ben Porat as a far ranging pro­
posal grappling with the com­
plex issue of permanent amel­
ioration of the Palestinian Arab 
quandry. 
The committee headed by Ben­
Porat included fellow govern­
ment Ministers Yitzhak Shamir, 
David Levy, Moshe Arens, Moshe 
Nissim and Yuval Ne'eman. The 
committee noted the responsi­
bility of the Arab countries for 
the refugee problem and re­
callea Israel 's demand that the 
Arab states absorb those refu­
gees living on their soi l . The 
Ben-Porat Program was designed 
to bE: Israel's contribution to 
the economic and social better­
ment of the refugees on its soil . 
The goal of the program is to 
grant the refugees a sense of 
belonging to the society in 
which they live by resettling 
them into dwellings within 
proper communal infrastruc­
ture, thereby integrating the 

Agenda -
Continued from pg. 1 

change of population has taken 
place in the Middle East be­
tween Jews f rom Arab coun­
tries and Arab refugees who 
emigrated from the Land of 
Israel . Israel has done its share 
in solving the refugee problem 
by absorbing Jewish refugees. 
It is now incumbent upon the 
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"The dismantling of the 
refugee camps will 

effectively eliminate their 
negative stigma . . . " 

refugees into the surrounding 
regular population. 
The dismantl ing of the refugee 
camps w ill effectively eliminate 
their negative stigma, while the 
refugees living in their own 
homes and gainfully employed 
will be participating in the 
shaping of their own future. 
Israel hopes that countries and 
bodies interested in solving the 
refugee problem will contribute 
financially and practically to 
the implementation of this pro­
gram, which may prove a hu­
manitarian boon to the refugees 
and a political boon once the 
festering sore of the refugee 
camps is removed . 
Mordechai Ben Porat explains. 
"As possible negotiations with 
Jordan and Palestinian Arab 
representatives seem to be com­
ing closer to reality , the rele­
vance of my plan is more com­
pelling than ever before. It is a 
logical, humane, long range so­
lution to the Israeli-Arab dilem­
ma. I call upon the govern­
ment of Israel to reconsider 
seriously the steps necessary to 
win its acceptance and speedy 
implementation." □ 

Arab nations to cease the 
shameful exploitation of the 
Arab refugee issue for political 
purposes and absorb their 
brethren in their midst, settling 
them within their vast borders, 
as Israel has done with her own 
citizens who have originally 
come from Arab countries. □ 

Jordan Rejects 
Resettlement Plan 

Jordan has sharply reject­
ed the Ben Porat plan 
for a concrete solution 

to the Palestinian· Arab refugee 
problem. The message was com­
municated in an article pub­
lished recently in the Jordanian 
newspaper Zut Alshaab . The 
Arab kingdom's Office for the 
Occupied Territories cited un­
acceptable Israeli objectives 
and alleged racism of Jewish 
settlers involved in the "ter­
rorizing" of refugees as the 
basis of objections, also noting 
that the $15 million promised 
by the United States for the 
plan 's implementation has, in 
any event, not materialized. 
King Hussein was quoted in the 
Hawadeth magazine as saying 
that "Israel . . . has presented a 
program by which it would dis­
possess the refugees .. . I believe 

th is to be a step to put pres­
sure on them to leave their 
land." 

"Israel .. . has presented a 
program by which it 
would dispossess the 

,I.. .. re,u.gees ... 

Other previously issued reac­
tions to the plan include that 
of the UN, which called upon 
Israel to "abandon the project 
and desist from expelling refu­
gees," and that of the U.S. 
State Department, which ari­
nounced that the U.S. "objects 
to the rehabilitation of the ref­
ugees without their own wish. 
We do not object to refugees 
leaving camps by their own 
choice for the purpose of 
improving their living condi­
tions." □ 

Goldberg: Set Up 
Commission on Rights 

The Honorable Arthur 
Goldberg, former Unit­
ed States Ambassador 

to the United Nations, has 
called fqr an international com­
mission to study and publicize 
the claims of Jews from Arab 
countries. 
Mr. Goldberg, who was the 
guest of honor at WOJAC 's 
Second International Congress 
in London in December, 1983 
placed his remarks in the con­
text of the Camp David accords. 
" My country . has acknowl­
edged, as the result ot Camp 
David , that we will give due 
regard to the rights of the Pal­
estinians," he said. "But Jews 
from Arab countries have rights 
too - rights too long ignored. 
Justice is due and owing to the 
Jews who were summarily ex­
pelled from Arab countries." 
The former ambassador stressed 
the need for a means to ac­
quaint the world community 
with the issue of the rights of 
Jews from Arab lands. "A per-

manent jury of Jewish and 
non.Jewish members should be 
establisI1ed, " he urgea, '•to 
pub I ish a definitive report about 
what happened to the Jews in 
Arab countries. That report 
ought to be made publicly 
available, particularly because 
in the Camp David accords, it 
is recognized that there are 
justifiable claims, not only b'y 
Palestinians but by Jews as 
well." □ 



Jewish Claims Documented in Judea & Samaria 

A small but dramatically 
effective 'advertisement 
placed by WOJAC in 

the Israeli press has led to the 
discovery of a number of Jews 
who can prove having purchased 
land in Judea and Samaria fifty 
years ago . 
The original ad, which ran in 
June, generated interest, pub­
l·ici ty , and results. Since that 
time, approximately forty fam­
ilies, most ·of Iraqi origin, have 
come forth with documented 
proof of their claim to what 
totals about 500 acres of land . 
The land is concentrated pri­
marily in two areas, Dir Rabala 
on .the outskirts of Ramalla 
and in the Samaria region near 
Tulkaram. • 
Attorney Shlomo Horesh is the 
main organizerofthecampaign . 
From his Jerusalem office, he 
explained some of the many 
challenges he faces. "Over fifty 
years have passed since these 
people purchased their land. 
Many have died, many have left 
Israel. In a number of cases, 
those who have inherited the 
deeds have no idea of their 
existence." 
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"Approximately forty families, most of Iraqi origin, 
have come forth with documented proof of their 

claim to what totals about 5 00 acres of land. " 
~ 

Horesh's primary source of list- Tl ("tabu") Office in Ramallah. 
ing is the Land Registration There he hes free access to all 

necessary documents. 
At the present time, none of 
the land in question is inhabited 
by Arabs. It is hoped that once 
the tracts are re-registered, they 
can someday be resettled by 
Jewish settlers. □ 

Jewish Property in Arab Countries 

Developments in Arab 
countries continue to 
have their bearing on 

the claims of Jews to their pro­
perty left in those countries, 
whether confiscated, "frozen," 
siezed control of, or simply 
looted. Thus, a news report by 
France-Press, published in 
Maariv on November 18, 1985, 
quotes the Official Libyan Press 
Agnecy as saying that "the 
revolutionary forces seized con­
trol of the Land Registry Office 
and burnt . down all the files 
and documenti of the Land 
Registry in order to accomplish 
the radicalization of the masses' 
power". Such revolutionary 
measures can hardly be con­
sidered as very helpful to the 
identification of property and 
the recognition of ownership 
by Jews as wel I as by others. 
In defense of the Libyan mea-

sures it can be said that they 
are- not directed specifical ly 
against Jews or their property. 
Th is much cannot be said, how­
ever, in favor of Iraqi initiatives. 
Originally merely "frozen " by• 
the Iraqi authorities, all proper­
ty belonging to Jews was for­
mally "nationalized" according 
to a press report in Maariv of 
November 11 , 1980, based on 
a "government order" dated 
September 1 , 1980. Prior to 
this report rumors circulated as 
to the Iraqi Government's in­
tention to liquidate the custo­
dianship (amana) which had 
been established in the early 
fifties to take care of the 
"frozen" Jewish properties. The 
"frozen" property remained 
theoretically in the ownership 
of its original owners, but this 
did not preve.nt the Iraqi au­
thorities from selling out prop-

erty held by the custodianship 
throughout the years of this 
administration's existence, long 
before the "frozen" properties 
were "nationalized." 

"Orderly" Treatment 
Egypt, the country which con­
cluded peace with Israel , dis­
tinguishes itself by its "orderly" 

treatment of property belong­
ing to Jews. Most Jews were 
affected by Military Order No. 
4 ot 1956, by virtue of which 
property of people "under sur­
veillance" was sequestrated. 
Once the people "under sur­
veillance" were liberated from 
prison and left the country, 
Continued on pg. 6 
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Jewish Property Stressed 
on Libyan Community Day 

Hundreds of millions of 
dollars worth of prop­
erty was left behind 

when tens of thousands of 
Libyan Jews fled Libya, ac­
cording to WOJAC Chairman 

The immigration itself was dis­
cussed at the museum in a 
dialogue between the former 
immigrants and their Israeli­
born descendants. The program 
also included films on the 

------------- ;rf 
\. 

Newly-arrived immigrants, 1949. 
Mordechai Ben Porat. Inter- Libyan Jewish community and 
viewed .by radio in Jerusalem a session on the role of women 
at the Israel Museum's Libyan in its daily life. 
Jewry Community Day this The museum's grounds were 
past August, Ben Porat stated transformed into a giant picnic 
that WOJAC is considering area as hundreds of Israeli fam­
means to reclaim the property, ilies of Libyan extraction gath­
abandoned when virtually the ered to celebrate their heri­
entire Libyan Jewish commun- tage. □ 
ity immigrated to Israel. 

WDJAC-Theme of U.S. Lectures 

During the course of a 
trip to the United States 
this past fall, Shimon 

Avizemer, a member of the 
executive board of WOJAC, 
had the opportunity to speak 
twice publicly about the pol it· 
ical and sociological issues for 
which WOJAC stands. 
In Santa Cruz, Ca., together 
with Michael Caspi, professor 
of Middle Eastern Studies at 
the University of California, 
Avizemer described the plight 
of Jews in Arab countries before 
the establishment of the State 

. of Israel. 
At a second lecture, given be­
fore the Jewish Labor Com­
munity in Detroit, Mi., Avi­
zemer presented his audience 
with a new way to consider the 
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political significance of the 
Arab refugee problem. He 
stressed that si nee 1948, an 
actual exchange of populations 
has taken place in the Middle 
East, with some 600,000 Jews 
leaving their .Arab homelands 
as an exodus of some 590,000 
Palestinian Arabs from Israel 
simultaneously took place. He 
pointed out that Israel has long 
since absorbed the Jewish refu­
gees, while the Ar-ab lands have 
refused to absorb their own 
brethren. 
Avizemer reports that this ap­
proach to the Middle East con­
flict and Arab-Jewish relation­
ships aroused the interest of the 
audience more than any other 
topic he brought up in connec­
tion with Israel. □ 

Moslem Anti..:Semitism Attacked 
at Christian Zionist Congress 

Nearly 600 Chris~ian dele­
gates representing coun­
tries around the world 

heard an analysis and attack on 
Arab ahti-semitism this past 
August at the first International 
Christian Zionist Congress held 
in Basel, Switzerland. 
Bat Year, author of The 
Dhimmi: Jews and Christians 
Under Islam, and a member of 
the World Executive of WOJAC 
described the Islamic concept 
of "Jihad,'' or holy war, as a 
religious imperative- which ex­
plains Arab assaults on the 
Christians of Lebanon and the 
Jews of Israel . A refugee from 

her native Egypt, Bat Year, 
who now lives in Switzerland, 
represented WOJAC at the 
Congress. . 
The author appealed to the 
Arab world to reject Jihad 
ideology and to "accept a 
peaceful coexistence with all 
nations of the world and the 
recognition of their legitimacy." 
The Christian Zionist Congress 
was sponsored by the Inter­
national Christian Zionist Em­
bassy in Jerusalem, 88 years 
after the first Zionist Congress 
was initiated by Theodor Herzl 
in Basel. □ 

The following letter from Stavanger, Norway, 
appeared recently in the London Economist: 

Israel . • 
SIR - In your otherwise in-

• few Zion-
doubt there were a hose who 
ist zealots among t I 

teresting survey of Israel youe· 
fall for the usual tr~ndY cl 1: • 
"a democracy built on ~­
backs of several_ n_iilli~~ is-

went to Israel • but pe~err 

don't :~~~~~e ~8:i~:s life is 

possessed Palestinians • te 
Reliable figures usually quo 

0 -one million at most 
800~~\eft in 1948. This figure 
-:-w h d by the number of 
Is mate e • • h left Arab countries . 
Je:s :en~ion them in the con­
yo t of social deprivation_ 
tex . d Asia 
l"Jews from Africa an. h 
who flocked to Israel .int ~ 
\ate 1950s and 1960s ). b~ 
you don't attempt to explain 
why they flocked• f 
In Iraq, for_ insta;~e20o~63 
a community O . • 
Jews, only 300 remain. No 

homes . 1 f them or 
made into\erab e or • 

. future for them. 
there is n_o . ed truth (sup­
The und1sgu1s I 1·1 govern-

d by the srae 
presse . h 1960s and 
ment during t e ) is 
1970s for various . reasons b 
that the majority of Ara Y 
Jews left as re!ugees -~~fe 

f them destitute. . 
~ountries like ~r~~ :: t~~~;a 
might not be u1 certairtlY \ 
backs. they we~~ cated Jew­
enriched by con is 
ish assets. -fl_ ()k :

1 d- ·CL.Juhus 

WOJAC expresses condolences to 
Malka and Y ehuda Shulewitz on the death 

of their son 
Yonatan ?T. 

May they be comforted with the mourners 
of Zion and Jerusalem. 



WDJAC Raises Plight of Syrian Jewish Women in Nairobi 

Ora Schweitzer was WO­
JAC's delegate to the 
U.N. International Con-

ference on the status of women, 
held in Nairobi this past July, 
Mrs. Schweitzer, who was 
forced to leave ber native 
Egypt in 1948, is an outspoken 
advocate for Jews from Arab 
countries. Here is her report: 
(TEL AVIV) - If ever I had 
any doubts about the need to 
support and promote the cause 
of WOJAC, they were dispeHed 
at the Nairobi Conference. The 
"politics" of this Conference 
of some 13,000 delegates played 
a major part in most of the 
workshops on health, educa­
tion, rural development, or cul- • 
ture. Some have described this 
as a "hijacked conference" and 
there may be some truth in it. 
There were 22 workshops on 
refugees alone, and most of 
these were taken over by a 

. large, well-organized PLO dele­
gation of 130 delegates accom­
panied by men who controlled 
and directed the women. 
The most vicious accusations 
were hurled at us, some so pre­
posterous that a Hebrew Uni­
versity professor, experienced 
in international "meets," broke 
into tears when she realized she 
had been made use of in a 
"Peace Tent" set up for the 
purpose of vilifying the United 
States and Israel. The micro­
phone was often denied the 
Israeli delegates. 

"Out, Zionists, Out!" 
The Israelis were shouted down 
many times with cries of "Out, 
01,1t, Zionists, outl" by 'Shader' 
-clad, "truly liberated" Iranian 
women, or Egyptian hysterical 
demonstrators who tried to 
prevent the holding of a work­
shop on Egyptian-Israeli Friend­
ship League. The police restored 
order, and finally a Kenyatti 
woman took over and chaired 
the meeting, which continued 
with one Israeli and one Egyp­
tian alternatively given the 
right to speak . 
On a more positive note, there 
were many highly interesting 
workshops on health and shel-

by Ora Schweitzer 

ters for battered women, to the State was made up of these 
mention but a few where the Jews and their descendants. 
public hushed the Arab women They simply told me I was 
who came to politicize these lying. My reply was: "There 

have it "good" there?" Even 
more upsetting, was the fact 
that many of these younger 
women were convinced that 
we, Israel, had invaded the 
Arab countries in ·1948 and 
had attacked them in the five 
past wars . □ 

subjects, and even asked them were 85,000 Jews living in 
to leave the room if they did Egypt, today there are 400. 
not keep qui1;1t. Do you know of any people 

Resettling Refugees 
However, the arguments that 
were most effective without 
any doubt, in the political dis­
cussions on the Middle East 
conflict, were the WOJAC ones. 
Introducing myself as a former 
refugee from an Arab country., 
I told the Palestinian women 
that we, the Jews from Arab 
countries, were today fully 
integrated in our State, while 
they represented a thir:d gen­
eration of refugees. I often 
asked a telling question : "Why 
couldn't the Arab oil-producing 
countries, with a net benefit of 
230 billion dollars, use some 
of these funds to resettle some 
of the refugees instead of main­
taining them in camps for 37 
years, as a weapon to be used 
against Israel?" I presented 
some of the women with the 
plan for resettling the refugees 
devised by our Chairman, Mor­
dechai Ben-Porat, while Min­
ister of State in the Israeli Gov-
ernment. 

Jewish Women in Syria 
I prepared a two-page pamphlet 
on the fate of Jewish women in 
Syria, and had the opportunity, 
at a workshop on Human Rights 
for Women, to suggest that in 
the program ttiey presented for 
adoption they include "free­
dom of movement". . 
Many of the younger Arab 
women I spoke to, including a 
convicted terrorist (Fatma Bad­
naoui, who planted a bomb in 
Zion Square in Jerusalem; 
another one who was given a 
life · sentence. also participated 
in the Forum - both had been 
"exchanged"), did not believe 
me when I told them that 
856,000 Jews left or were ex­
pelled from eight Arab coun­
tries, that 600,000 of these 
Jews settled in Israel ·and that 
almost half the population of 

who leave a country if they 

The INTERNATIONAL CHARTER OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
(1966), Paragraph (2) 12, states: 

"Every person is free to leave any 
country, including his own country."* 

On March 8th, 1973, Lulu Ziback (28 years old), Mazal 
Ziback (26), Perach Ziback {20) and Hava Sa'ad (18) tried 
to reach FREEDOM. They were caught at the Lebanese 
border, and after cruel torture they were raped, then mur­
dered in cold blood by government agents and their quar­
tered bodies were thrown into the Jewish Ghetto in Damas­
cus, as an example to anyone else who would try to escape. 

In January 1984, at the center of Aleppo, Lilian Abadi, 
26 years old, in her fifth month of pregnancy and her two 
small children, aged 7 and 4, were stabbed and shot many 
times and their bodies were gruesomely mutilated; they 
were found by the head of the family who was told by an 
anonymous call to go·home and see-what awaited him. It is 
suspected that this murder was committed by elements 
within the secret police .. 

These are two examples of the atrocities still being com­
mitted against a small Jewish qommunity held hostage in 
one of the Arab countrit:s which considers itself at war with 
Israel, and they serve as a painful reminder of the palpable 
danger which constantly threatens them. 

The pitiful remnant of a once spltmdid Jewish commun­
ity today numbers approximately 4,500-5,000 Jews who 
are aot allowed to leave that country, by a regime which is 
signatory to the International Charter of HUMAN RIGHTS. 
Any attempt to leave is brutally suppressed. If caught, the 
person is thrown into prison and subjected to cruel torture 
and degrading treatment. 

Most tragic is the fate of the YOUNG JEWISH GIRLS, 
who cannot find a husban4 within the dwindling commun­
ity. By the time these young women may be able to leave, 
they will probably not be of CHILDBEARING AGE, and 
will be deprived of the most elementary human right - that 
of MOTHERHOOD. 

Women of all races, creed and nationality: 
Please APPEAL to President Assad to be true to his 

signature on the Declaration -of Human Rights and allow 
freedom of exit to all Jews who wish to leave, and, above 
all, to the YOUNG JEWISH WOMEN OF SYRIA. □ 

*This statt:ment was distributed by WOJAC's 
representative in Nairobi. 

.., 
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Morocco: The Shining Exception 
Morocco, once home to nu­

merous Talmudic schol­
ars including Maimon­

ides, to this day maintains a 
special relationship with its 
Jewish population. 
The positive attitude of Mo­
rocco's rulers to its Jewish 
population was overtly dis­
played during World War 11, 
when Hitler pressured King 
Mohammed V to have the Jews 
deported to Germany. The 
king viewed his country's Jews 
as a kind of good-I-uck charm 
and felt his rule would be en-

"The king viewed his country s Jews as a kind of 
good-luck charm and felt his rule would be 

endangered if they were harmed. " 

dangered if they were harmed. 
He insi'sted that all his subjects 
were equal and would not hand 
over the Jews. 
This past summer, the Associa­
tion of North African Immi­
grants in Israel donated money 
to the Jewish National Fund to 
plant a forest in Jerusalem's 
Aamot neighborhood in mem­
ory of the late king, who died 

in 1961. Five pine and cypress 
trees from the forest will be set 
aside for the royal courtyard of 
King Hassan 11, son of Moham­
med V. Moroccan Jews now 
I iving in Israel say that the 
present king also has a favor­
able attitude toward his coun­
try's Jews, despite considerable 
pressure from Arab countries. 
The country's respect for Jews 

Future Uncertain 
for Tunisian Jewry 

Property - Continued from pg. 3 
the sequestration orders were 
abolished. 
Following the big exodus of 
Jews from Egypt in the years 
1956-5 7, no more than 6 ,000-
7 ,000 Jews were left in that 
~ountry. Their right to com­
pensation was set down in by 
a series of laws which were 
finally amended following the 
peace treaty with Israel. Jews 
who left Egypt during that 
period are theoretically entitled 
to ,compensation for their pro­
perty exceeding 30,000 Egyp­
tian pounds for ever.y individ­
ual, provided that the maximum 
for a whole family does not 
exceed 100,000 pounds. Claim­
ants living outside Egypt are 
not entitled to restitution in 
kind, although this right is 
granted to claimants who are 
Egyptian residents, provided 
the property is still in the hands 
of the Egyptian Government. 

Many of Tunisia's Jewish 
residents say there is 
hardly any anti-Semi­

tism in their country, yet they 
carry airplane tickets so as to 
be able to flee at a moment's 
notice. Some 40 synagogues 
are still active throughout the 
country, and the Tunisian gov­
ernment subsidizes special so­
cial services and medical centers 
for the Jewish community, yet 
even the most optimistic of 
Tunisia's 3,500 remaining Jews 
wonder about what will happen 
to them after President Habib 
Bourguiba, 82, retires or dies. 
A feeling of uncertainty about 
the future and being part of a 
dying community were the 
prevalent attitudes picked up 
by the French newspaper Le 
Monde in an investigation car­
ried out in the wake of the 
October 8 attack by a Tunisian 
policeman on a crowd of wor­
shippeni in a Jerba synagogue. 
Five people, four of them Jews, 
were killed and eight others 
wounded in the attack. 
According to Le Monde, many 
of Tunisia's 120,000 Jews fled 
the country while Israel fought 
for its independence, others 
during the Six Day War in 
1967, more in 1973 during the 
Yorn Kippur War and the last 
wave in 1982, during Israel's 
invasion of Lebanon. 

6 WOJAC 

Most of the Jews questioned 
by Le Monde said there is little 
anti-Semitism in Tunisia and 
that past troubles were caused 
by Moslem extremists and more 
recently by Libyan radio broad­
casts - including a special sta­
tion beamed to Tunisia and 
known as "The Radio of the 
Sacred Hate." 
Le Monde reported that the 
September 1982 anti-Jewish 
demonstrations in Zarzis, a vil­
lage near Jerba, were caused by 
Libyan hate broadcasts. 

':4 feeling of uncertainty 
about the future.:: 

After that demonstration, Bour­
guiba personally reassured the 
chief rabbi . After the Jerba 
killings .in October, a Jewish 
delegation met only with the 
Tunisian minister in charge of 
security, Ben Ali. Local Jews 
quoted by Le Monde said they 
believed the government chose 
to keep this contact at a rela­
tively low level because of the 
Libyan threat and the Israeli 
air raid on the Palestinian base 
near Tunis on October 1. 
The Le Monde article con­
cluded that Tunisia's Jews 
have little to fear for the time 
being, but after Bourguiba, 
many of them will probably 
lea'te Tunisia forever. □ 

No Successful Claimant 
So far no case of a successful 
claimant has been known. It 
is • known that various legal 
obstacles are put in the way 
of any Jew trying to material­
ize his rights to assets or pro­
perty in Egypt. However, in 
view of a number of recent 
Court decisions reported in 
the Egyptian press, there may 
be some more promising pros­
pects for claims for compen­
sation for illegal detention . 
Denouncing the period of in­
justice during the times of 
Gama! Abdul Nasser, when 
liberties of the individual were 

was curiously apparent one day 
in May, when a French news­
paper published in Casablanca 
by a relative of King Hassan 
bore the Hebrew date alongside 
the Moslem and Christian date 
on its masthead. 
Among the major Jewish insti­
tutions operating in Morocco 
are a Lubavitcher yeshiva in 
Casablanca. Disciples of the 
Lubavitcher rebbe have been 
working in Morocco for the 
past 30 years. □ 

denied to citizens, an Egyptian 
court has ruled that detention 
orders issued during that period 
are null and void. The court 
stated that the administration 
has no power to imprison indi­
viduals or to confiscate their 
property, because this power 
falls within the jurisdiction of. 
the courts. The Egyptian Gov­
ernment was ordered in this 
judgment to pay 140,000 Egyp­
tian Pounds (approximately 
$1 00 ,000) "to 15 members of 
the Moslem Brotherhood who 
had filed a claim for compensa­
tion for damages, both physical 
and moral, inflicted upon them 
by Nasser's dictatorial regime 
which kept them in prison dur­
ing long years without any rea­
son or legitimate trial" (AI-Wafd 
daily of November 14, 1985). 
This Egyptian Court decision 
may be of interest to those 
large numbers of Jews who 
were interned in Egyptian pri­
sons almost every time Egypt 
was engaged in war with Israel. 
Such large scale arrests took 
place, for example, after the 
Six Day War in June 1967. In 
the first week of August 1967, 
there were still about 500 
Jews in jail. By September 15, 
1967, about 330 to 350 state­
less or Egyptian Jews remained 
in Aban-Zaabal prison. At the 
end of February 1969, 1 29 
Jews were transferred from the 
Toura prison to the Barrages 
prison. All of them were re­
leased by May 5, 1969. How­
ever, approximately 95 Jews 
stayed in the Toura prison 
until July 1970. □ 
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Exposing Myths 

FROM TIME IMMEMORIAL: THE DH/MM/: Jews and Christians Under Islam, 
The Origins of the Arab.Jewish Conflict Over Palestine, • 

by Joan Peters. Harper and Row Publishers. 
by Bat Ye'or. 1985, Fairleigh Dickenson University Press. 

O
ccasionally,a book sheds 
new light on an old sub­
ject, but rarely does a 

book show nearly all previous 
discussion on the matter to be 
shadowed in darkness. Such a 
work, however, is Joan Peters' 
From Time Immemorial. Peters, 
a journalist, set out to invest­
igate the "Palestinian problem" 
and the plight of the "Arab 

len with tens of thousands of 
recent Arab immigrants, at a 
time when Jews were being 
forcibly returned to Europe to 
their deaths. She also bares the 
commonly-ignored issue of the 
mistreatment of Jews in Arab 
lands and in the Holy Land. 
Interviewing many Jews from 
Arab countries now living in 
Israel, Peters presents their 

U
nlike the Christian 
world, which has come 
to terms with its harsh 

treatment of Jews, the Arab 
countries have preserved a 
myth that everything was fine 
for the Jews and Christians in 
their domains. This is totally 
false and it is a myth that must 
be exposed." 

serve the interest of Islam. 

"Peters demonstrates that Jews did not displace 
Arabs in Palestine but that Arabs displaced Jews. " 

The speaker is Gisele Littman, 
an Egyptian-born Jew now 
residing in Switzerland, who, 
under the pen name of Bat 
Ye'or, has written a book to 
document Moslem mistreat­
ment of Jews and Christians. 
Her recently published The 
Dhimmi: Jews and Christians 
Under Islam argues that while 
Islam accepts the existence 

Bat Ye'ordraws her conclusions 
from the Koran and many 
Islamic texts never before 
analyzed in the West, as well as 
accounts of Western visitors to 
Islamic countries. She paints a 
picture of overt discrimination 
against and sometimes bloody 
repression of the Jewish and 
Christian communities of the 
Moslem Middle East through 
the centuries, which is greatly 
at variance with the common 
belief that Moslem treatment 
of Jews and other minorities 
was largely benevolent. 

refugees.'' After much tho rough 
research, though, she found 
that the facts were indeed 
contrary to the rhetoric. In this 
fascinating book, Peters dem­
onstrates that Jews did not dis­
place Arabs in Palestine but 
that Arabs displaced Jews, prov­
ing that, in reality, the "Pales­
tinian Arab population" living 
in the Land in the 1930's was 
the result of a major, hidden 
migration of Moslem Arabs 
from 20 countries. 
Peters also discovers that British 
Mandatory Palestine was swol-

startling stories in depth. Drawing conclusions for the 
present day from the history 
of Moslem mistreatment of the 
dhimmi, the author argues that 

Even the most casual reader of 
From Time Immemorial will be 
gripped by the realization that 
a serious consideration of 
the facts as Joan Peters finds, 
analyzes and presents them 
could very well' change the 
course of history. Exhaustively 
researched, yet exceptionally 

"The rights given equally to the dhimmis to practice 
their religion were conditional rights and could 

be abolished unilaterally." 

readable, this book should be of Judaism and Christianity, 
read by anyone who cares dhimmis - Jews and Christians 
about the history of the Jewish- living unde·r Moslem rule -
Arab relationship and the cur- must accept ~ situation of 
rent Middle East situation . □ permanent inferiority. She 

- Nahum Schnitzer states that the rights given 
, - equally to the dhimmis to prac-

tice their religion were con­
ditional rights and could be 
abolished unilaterally if an 
Islamic ruler believed this would 

Christians in Middle Eastern 
countri-es are caught in an im­
possible position, unable to seek 
or accept help from the west, 
which Moslem rule would con­
sider collusion with the infidels, 
yet in danger of gradually dis­
appearing as the result of 
fanatic Moslem legislation and 
practice if they are not helped 
by Western nations. □ 

RECOMMENDED READING 

Jews in an Arab Land: Libya 
1835-1970, by Renzo De Felice. 
University of Texas Press. 
Chronicles the deterioriation of 
the relationship between Jews 
and Moslems in Libya; docu­
ments the fortunes of Jews in 
independent, monarchic Libya 
and under the revolutionary 
regime of Col. Qaddafi. 

Jerusalem, published by the 
author. 
A panoramic account of over 
3,000 years of the Jewish con­
nection with Egypt. 

Yemenite Jews: A Photographic 
Essay, by Zion Mansour Ozery. 
Shocken Press. 
An insider's view of the last 
generation of a culture dating 
back to the destruction of the 
first Temple. 

A temporary home for new immigrants in Israel, 1954. 

Qehillot HaYehudim BeMits• 
rayim (Jewish Communities in 
Egypt), by Reuven Kashani. 
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A WORLD THAT HAS VANISHED 
Photos of Jews in Arab lands, compiled by WOJAC 
and Beth Hatefutsoth, the Museum of the Jewish 

Diaspora. This selection is part of a major 
collection of such photographs in the Beth 

Hatefutsoth archives . . 

Rabbi Zion Bitan with his students, Tripoli 

\ 

A Zionist organization meets, Tetuan 

Studying in the synagogue On the way to the ~ynagogue, Djerba 
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WORLD ORGANIZATION OF JEWS FROM ARAB COUNTRIES 

• ORGANISATION MONDIALE DES JUIFS ORIGINAIRES DES PAYS ARABES 

THE NATURE OF WOJAC 

WOJAC (World Organization of Jews from Arab Countries) was established 
in 1975. It seeks to represent the interests of approximately two million 
Jews originating from Arab countries living throughout the world, the majority 
of whom live today in Israel and make up approximately 41% of its population. 

WOJAC came into being because of the widespread belief among the Jews 
originating from -Arab countries that the time has come to raise the issue of 
their legitimate rights and to counter hostile Arab propaganda which exploited 
the status of the poor refugees, a problem they themselves had created. On the 
other hand, the Jews who had fled from Arab countries after having been 
humiliated, persecuted and imprisoned, have claims and rights which have long 
been ignored. • 

A possible explanation for it .having remained an underplayed issue could 
be the reluctance of Israel, including its Oriental Jews themsleves, to describe 

.. tffe immigrants from_ Arab countries as refugees and apply this term to them, 
pre.:ferring to consider them as immigrants motivated by Zionist ideals. The 
fatt remains that even for the Israeli public, the subject had to be placed 
in a new focus. 

THE STRUCTURE OF WOJAC 

WOJAC is a voluntary, international, independent, non-governmental and 
a-political o·rganization. It includes: The Greater Israel Council, which 
consists of the leaders of the associations representing the comnunities of 
immigrants from the various Arab lands, as well as well-known public figures 
in Israel; and the Israel E~ecutive, which acts on behalf of the Council. 

On the international level, WOJAC is represented by the World Executive 
consisting of 23 members from eight countries, and a Presidium with 7 members. 
Heading the World Organization are Mr. Leon Tamman from England who serves as 
Chairman of the Presidium, and Mr. Mordechai Ben-Porat, former Minister of the 
State of Israel, who is Chairman of the World Executive - which roles interchange 
once a year. 

The Organization enjoys the support of an extensive lobby among Members 
of the Knesset, the Government of Israel and the Jewish Agency. 

./ .. ? 
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WOJAC's · CLAIMS FROM THE ARAB COUNTRIES 

(a) · To initiate a new era qf peace and brotherhood between our two peoples, 
the offspring of the same Biblical Pariarch, Abraham; 

(b) To cease i11i11ediately their persecution of the Jews still living in their 
countries, to grant these Jews human rights and allow for freedom of 
movement to .those who so wish; 

(c) To fulfil their legal and moral obligation toward the Jews, to acknowledge 
their historical rights, to com~ensate them for the expropriation of their 
property and for damage,s and losses suffered in their countries of origin; 

(d) To return to Jewish hands the Jewish religious and cultural assets in ruin 
a~d neglect under their control and to guarantee their •restoration and 
repair and freedom of access thereto; 

(e) To cease the shameful exploitation of the Arab refugee •.issue for political 
purposes; 

(f) To absorb their brethren, the Arab refugees, i n their midst, within the 
vast areas under their rule, just as Israel has done with her own citizens 
who originally _come fro!Jl Arab countries. 

* 
As WOJAC attaches great importance to American public opinion and 

appreciates the American People's innate sense of fairness and traditional 
quest for justice, it has decided to convene its Third International 
Conference in the United States at the end of February or the beginning 
of March 1987. The Conference wi 11 be held under the sponsorship and with 
the assistance of American Jewish organizations, headed by the Conference 
of Presidents of Major Jewish Organizations . 

The issues to be debated at the Conference are the following: 

(a) Exchanges of population which have taken place throughout the 
world, including the Middle East, in the past 50 years. 

(b) Sample models of grqups of refugees who have been rehabilitated . 

(c) Ideas as to the possibilities of rehabilitating the refugees under 
control of the Israeli Administration, as well as refugees under 
the rule of Arab countries. 

(d) Formulation of the claims of Jews from Arab countries against 
their countries of origin. 

(e) Jews under Moslem and Arab rule. 
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(f) To what extent would the Jews originating from Arab countries 
serve as a bridge of understanding with Arab countries, given 
the following coryditions: 

1. that it would not be done at the expense of the State of 
Israel •s vital interests; 

2. that the rights of the Jews from Arab countries would be 
preserved. 

WOJAC has already held two previous international conferences: 
the Founding First International Conference was held in Paris in November 
1975, and the Second International Conference was held in London in 
Novembe~ 1983. 

* * * * * 



AMNON SHAMOSH * 

FOUR H U N D R E D WOMEN** 

In the name of four hundred women 
I accuse 

Four hundred women 
Who did not give birth 
Who will not give birth 
Four hundred families 
That were not created and will not 
Be created 
Speak to them 

and they will thunder 

Four hundred women 

Four hundred potential mothers 
Who will never 
Never forget 
Four hundred yearnings 
To breast-feed 

To wrap napkins 
To rejoice 

The sound of their bodies 
Withering 
And their flowering in despair 
Crying from Kamishli 
Aleppo and Damascus 

Four hundred women 

Four hundred couples 
Of breasts 
That were not caressed 
Not filled 
Did not taste lips 
Did not feed 
Did not give -
Fallow fields 
never turned green 
Trees 
turned to dry stic~s 

Zion, will you not ask? 
Will you not ask 
What your shepherds 
Your ministers do for 

Your flock of prisoners? 
Are they deaf 
To the sounds 
Of four hundred women? 

Cry of four hundred 
Brides 
Brides without grooms 
Never heard of before 
By Satan 

Let the voice pierce the ears 
of those who should speak: 

f o u r h u n d r e d w o m e n 

* AMNON SHAMOSH, writer and poet, born in Aleppo, Syria; one of 
the founders and member of Kibbutz-Maayan Baruch. 

** The Poem was translated from Hebrew by the poet ADA AHARONI• 
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OIGIINISAIIOfll MONOIAlE OU IUIFS OIIGIN••us DU , ... ·n AlAIIS 

J E W I S H W O M E N I N S Y R I A 

The INTERNATIONAL CHARTER OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
(1966), Paragraph (2) 12, states: 

11 Every person is free to leave any 

country, including his own country". 

* 



On March 8th, 1973, Lulu Ziback (28 years 
old), Mazal Ziback (26), Perach Ziback (20) and 
Hava Sa 1 ad (18) tried to reach FREEDOM . 

They were caught at the Lebanese border, 
and after cruel torture they were raped, then 
murdered in cold blood by government agents 
and their quartered bodies were thrown into 
the Jewish Ghetto in Damascus, as an example 
to anyone else who would try to escape. 

In January 1984, at the center of Aleppo, 
Lilian Abadi, 26 years old, in her fifth month 
of pregnancy and her two small children, aged 
7 and 4, were stabbed and shot many times and 
their bodies were gruesomely mutilated; they 
were found by the head of the family who was 
told by an anonymous call to go home and see 
what awaited him. It is suspected that this 
murder was committed by elements within the 
secret police. 

These are two examples of the atrocities 
still being committed against a small Jewish 
community held hostage in one of the Arab 
countries which considers itself at war with 
Israel, and they serve as a painful reminder 
of the palpable danger which constantly threat­
ens them. 

The pitiful remnant of a once splendid 
Jewish community today numbers approximately 
4,500 - 5,000 Jews who are not allowed to leave 
that country, by a regime which is signatory to 
the International Charter of HUMAN RIGHTS. 
Any attempt to leave is brutally suppressed. 
If caught, the person is thrown into prison 
and subjected to cruel torture and degrading 
treatment. 

Most tragic is the fate of the YOUNG 
JEWISH GIRLS, who cannot find a husband within 
the dwindling community. 

By the time these young women may be 
able to leave, they will probably not be of 
CHILDBEARING AGE, and will be deprived of the 
most elementary human right - that of 
MOTHERHOOD. 

Women of all races, creed and 
nationality: 

Please APPEAL to President Assad to 
be true to his signature on the Declaration 
of Human Rights and allow freedom of exit 
to all Jews who wish to leave, and, above 
all, to the YOUNG JEWISH 
WOMEN OF SY RI A. 

* 
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Israel Council for the Rescue of Jews in Arab Countries 
Ben-Yehuda 118&, Tel-Aviv 63410 

Tel. (03) 240 I 73-4 

LET THEM GO! 
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SYRIAN JEWRY IN DISTRESS 



Dr. ADA AHARONI 

Ada Aharoni was born in Cairo (Egypt). and emigrated to Israel in 1950. She published 

ten books, including two novels: THE SECOND EXODUS and THEA: TO 

ALEXANDRIA, JERUSALEM AND FREEDOM (Dorrance: Pryn Mawr, 828 Lancester 

Ave, PA 19010). 

These two poems are part of her book: FROM THE PYRAMIDS TO THE CARMEL 

(1980), and A GREEN WEEK. 

Ada Aharoni received many literary awards, including "Haifa Cultural Foundation 

Award" and "Keren Amos: President Award". She is professor of literature and history, 

and she lecturers on the History of Jews from Arab Lands, in the Technion, Haifa. 



ADA AHARONI, 

LET THEM GO 

Haunted 

by tied wr ists 

with barbed wires 

amid the broken glass 

of their past 

in Damascus and Kimichle 

in Syria 

Haunted 

by three thousand hurt looks 

three thousand bowed heads 

craving eyes 

bandaged mouths 

Jewish faces 

hidden, effaced 

Haunted 

by their piercing cries 

through the bars 

of broken years 

begging 

brothers come, come 

to free us ... 

Our beards have the color of dawn 

no one can 

can shave. 



FARHA ZIBACH 

MAZAL ZIBACK 

LULU ZIBACK 

HAVA SA i\D 

FOUR JEWISH SYRIAN DAUGHTERS 

Written for the commemoration of the four Syrian Jewish 

girls (see photos) who were raped,murdered and mutilated, 

when they tried to flee from Damascus Ghetto, 

February 1974. 

My four sisters 

The blood that flowed from you 

Was my blood too, 

The misuse of you, 

The dismembered members 

Were mine too 

I heard him grin at Damascus Gate, 

From this one I shall break 

A breast, 

From this her shapely leg 

And small white ear, 

From that a Jewish arm 

And a cleft, 

And from this one, 

She is so pretty -

Just a tongue 

If you see my Syrian sisters weeping in Damascus Ghetto, 

Tell them 

Their daughters' tongues 

Have been grafted onto mine. 

Ada Aharoni 
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WORLD ORGANIZAflON OF JEWS FROM ARAB "COUNTRIES 

118a Ben-Yehuda Str., Tel-Aviv 63401 
Tel. (03) 240173-4 

***************-irlr************* 

THE CASE OF THE JEWS 

FROM ARAB COUNTRIES 

****************************** 

Facts and Statements 

BACKGROUND 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ... ? 

* 

* 

* 

There has been an uninterrupted presence of 
Jewish communities in the Middle East since 
the Assyrian and Babylonian exiles in the 
Eighth and Sixth Century BCE - 1,000 years 
before the Arab invasion of the Land of Israel, 
and more than 2,500 years before the birth of 
the modern Arab states ... 

Except for very short periods, Jews have been 
persecuted and discriminated against by Arab 
regimes ever since the rise of Islam in the 
Seventh Century CE. They were never considered 
equal citizens; they were compelled to live in 
segregated quarters, and they were forced to 
embrace Islam or pay the "Jizya" - a humiliating 
protection tax ... 

Despite these adverse conditions, Jews residinq 
in Arab lands have been able to contribute signi­
ficantly to the economic, social and cultural 
development of their countries of residence ... 

. / .. 

.. 



REFUGEES - AND LEGITIMATE RIGHTS 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ... ? 

* 

* 

* 

* 

Political developments, in the 20th Century -
notably, the establishment of independent Arab 
states and the rebirth of sovereign Israel - led 
to intensified persecution of the Jews. In 
flagrant violation of human rights, their property 
was confiscated, their citizenship revoked, and 
pogroms were carried out against them with the 
tacit consent of the authorities. They were ex­
pelled en masse or, to save their 1 ives, were 
compelled to flee, leaving behind substantial 
personal and convnunal property and forfeiting 
their rightful share of the natural resources 
of their native lands ... 

of some 850,000 Jews who lived in the Arab count­
ries until 1948, only a few thousands have remain­
ed. In many cases, notably in Syria and Yemen, 
they are not permitted to emigrate and have, in 
fact, been turned into political hostages ... 

Unlike Jews in Arab countries, Palestinian Arabs 
were neither expelled nor forced to leave . The 
majority left Israel of their own free will, as 
has many times been determined - by Arab sources, 
among others - having been instigated by their 
leaders to take flight in order to clear the way 
for the Arab armies which invaded the newborn 
State of Israel in 1948 ... 

The 150,000 Palestinian Arabs who did not heed 
their leaders' ca 11 and remained .in Israel were 
granted full citizenship. As a result of natural 
increase and reunification-of-families arrange­
ments, they presently number some 750,000 within 
the 1949-67 armistice lines including East 
Jerusalem. They enjoy today a far higher stand­
ar'd of 1 iv) ng and measures of freedom than pre­
vails in any of the Arab countries bordering on 
Israel ... 



* 

* 

* 

* 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ... ? 

Most of the Palestinian Arabs were immigrants 
who came to Palestine in this century from other 
countries of the region, attracted by the better 
job opportunities and the higher standard of 
living generated by Jewish development of 
Palestine ... 

In the de facto exchange of populations that has 
taken place in the Middle East since 1948, it was 
the Jewish side that suffered the heavier losses: 
The number of Jews expelled from Arab countries 
exceeds the number of Palestinian Arabs who left 
the State of Israel. The. personal and corrrnunal 
property they left behind surpasses many times 
the possessions left by the Arabs in Israel ... 

About one and a half million out of the three and 
a half million constituting Israel's Jewish popu­
lation today - or 43% - stem from Arab countries, 
while the A~~b-s who +eft-fsrae~ and their ~ffspring 
constitute less than 2% of the total Arab popula­
tion in the area. Even so, the Jewish refugees 
were - in spite of tremendous difficulties, espe­
cially in the early years of Israel's independence 
economically and socially absorbed and given a 
secure haven in the State of Israel, whereas many 
Arab refugees were deliberately kept in refugee 
camps, devoid of minimal conditioris for decent life, 
so that they might become a political and propaganda 
tool in the hands of the Arab governments in their 
relentless fight against the very existence of the 
State of Israel ... 

Arab refugees, on the other hand, were left to the 
sole responsibility of the United Nations, whose 
agencies - primarily, the United Nations Relief 
and Work Agency (UNRWA) - have sper.t almost two 
and a half billion dollars, from 1950 until 1985, 
on their maintenance. All the 22 independent 
Arab states together contributed less than 5% of 
this amount, while their revenue from oil during 
that period reached hundreds of billions of 
dollars ... 

.. 
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DID YOU KNOW THAT ... ? 
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During the same period, the Government of Israel 
contributed to UNRWA for the support of the Arab 
refugees a sum which is 35% more than the total 
contribution of oil-rich Kuwait, over 75% more 
than the contribution of Egypt, more than twice 
the contribution of Jordan, 3.2/3 times that of 
Syria and more than 7 times the contribution of 
Iraq ... ! All this in addition to the billions of 
dollars spent by the State of Israel on the absorp­
tion and rehabilitatio~ of the Jews who arrived as 
refugees from Arab countries ... 

Simultaneously with its contribution to UNRWA, 
the State of Israel has spent considerable sums 
since the Six-Day War on education services, 
housing, medical care and social welfare servi­
ces, as direct ai~ to the Palestinian refugees 
in Judea, Samaria and the Gaza District, amount­
ing approximately to 75 million dollars in the 
past three years alone ... 

On August 1, 1982, the Israel Government set up 
a ministerial committee, headed by then-Minister 
Mordechai Ben-Porat and charged with drawing up 
plans for the solution of the refugee problem in 
the Middle East, in the way most refugee problems 
have been solved in other parts of the world -
through the refugees' resettlement and rehabili­
tation in their present countries of residenc~. 
The activity of the Committee embraced, on the 
political level, the demand that the Arab states 
accept and absorb the refugees living on their 
soil, thus parallelling Israel's absorption of 
the Jewish refugees from Arab lands; and, on the 
practical level, the support of a program for the 
social and economic rehabilitation of the refugees 
living under Israel's control in Judea, Samaria 
and the Gaza District. 

All these facts and figures have been suppressed 
by hostile Arab propaganda, which has succeeded 
in establishing, in the organs of world public 
opinion, the concept that "legitimate rights" 
are the prerogative of one side of the dispute 
only ... 



INTERNATIONAL AND LEGAL ASPECTS 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ... ? 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 
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Nonetheless, the international community is beginning 
to recognize the fact that the Jewish refugees from 
Arab countries have no less legitimate rights, and 
that these rights should be acknowledged and restored .. 

U.N. Security Council Resolution 242, the widely acce­
pted basis for any future settlement of the conflict 
in the Middle East, states clearly the "necessity for 
a just settlement of the refugee problem" as an 
essential precondition for the establishment of a 
"just and lasting peace". It specifically refers to 
the "refugee problem" and not to the "Arab refugee 
problem". This formulation was no accident, but the 
result of intensive prior negotiations ... 

The Working Paper agreed upon between Israel and the 
United States on October 5, 1977, states: "The 
solution of the problem of the Arab refugees and the 
Jewish refugees will be in accordance with terms to 
be agreed upon ... " 

Foilowin9 this agreement, Presid~nt Carter announced 
at a press conference on October 27, 1977: "Well, 
the Palestinians have rights ... Obviously, there are 
Jewish refugees also ... They have the same rights as 
others do ... " 

In the Framework Agreement for Peace signed at Camp 
David on September 17, 1978, it was stated that 
"a Claims Committee may be established for the 
mutua 1 settlement of a 11 fi nanci a 1 claims". 

On February 7, 1979, then-Prime Minister Menachem 
Begin declared from the rostrum of the Knesset: "The 
issue of Jewish property expropriated in Arab states, 
and not just in one state, has been and will be raised 
in all our talks. It was also brought up in our nego­
tiations with the Egyptians, when we agreed that a 
Claims Committee would be established and each one of 
the parties would submit its claims. In due course 
we shall raise the claim that the property unlawfully 
taken away from them be returned to its owners ... " 

Article 8 of the Israeli-Egyptian Peace Treaty states: 
"The parties agree to establish a Claims Corrmittee for 
the mutual settlement of all financial claims" . 

./ .. 
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* On June 15, 1982, a question was addressed to the 
Minister of Justice by then-Minister and Member of 
Knesset Mordechai Ben-Porat, as to the status of 
property claims of Jewish immigrants from Arab 
countries living in Israel and abroad. In response, 
the Minister of Justice ordered that efforts be step­
ped up to gather all the pertinent information and 
data on the subject ... 

ABOUT WOJAC 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ... ? 

* 

* 

* 

In their Preparatory Convention held in Paris on 
November 24, 1975, the Jews from Arab Countries 
established WOJAC - the World Organization of Jews 
from Arab Countries - an international, independent, 
non-governmental, non-profit organization, under the 
dynamic joint chairmanship of Mr. Leon Tamman of 
Britain and Mr. Mordechai Ben-Porat of Israel. 

WOJAC was established with the view of achieving 
the following objectives: 

1. To represent the personal and collective claims 
of Jews from eight Arab states against their 
respective governments; 

2. To safeguard the human and civil rights of Jews 
in Arab lands; 

3. To draw the world's attention to: 

(a) the facts, hitherto distorted or overlooked, 
regarding the long-neglected problem of the 
Jews who left Arab countries as refugees, 
and of their legitimate rights; 

(b) the fact, in particular, that a de facto 
exchange of populations occurred in the 
Middle East in 1948, and that acknowledge­
ment of thi's fact would constitute a major 
contribution to a solution of the refugee 
problem of the region. • 

WOJAC has been approved as NGO (Non-Governmental 
Organization) for association with the United 
Nations Department of Public Information (DPI). 

******· 





THE PUBLIC COUNCIL FOR THE 

RESCUE OF JEWS IN ARAB LANDS 

AIMS 
1. A struggle for and protection of the right of 

the Jewish people in Arab countries to free 
exit from the countries where t hey lived. 

2. Increasing concern for the problem in world 
public opinion as a whole and among the world 
Jewish public in particular. 

1 



2 

Speech by the 
Prime Minister , 
Menachem Begin, 
in the - Knesset -

October 9, 1980 

Mr. Speaker, in Syria- the survivors of • a once 
splendid Jewish community continue to be persecuted. 
There are now no more tnan 1,000 Jewish families 
left there. They are lock"d in their ghetto, living 
in constant fear. In Aleppo there have been four 
incidents of rape of young Jewish women; Jews haye 
become the object of lawlessness. And again, we fail 
to understand this particular kind of sadism. What 
is the aim of the Syrian ruler, who faces so many 
difficulties on his own doorstep, who is waging a 
war against the extremists known as "The Moslem 
Brotherhood II who have resorted to the use of arms 
both against the Syrian regime as well as their 
Russian advisers, in still keeping this tiny ·Jewish 
community, in fact the survivors of the Syrian 
Jewish community, as hostages and ·persecuting them? 
There are people of goodwill, _headed by our dear 
friend Alan Poher, Speaker of the French Senate, 
whose benevolence we shall forget, who never ceases 
to be active on behalf of our brothers in Syria and 
in other Arab countries. We appeal to all men of 
goodwill to enlist their effort to give help until 
we succeed in bringing our persecuted brothers to 
the shores of safety. 

I • 

Speech by the 
Knesset Speaker, 

Mr. Menachem Savidor 

March 8, 1982 

Members of the House, today it is nine years since 
the murder of four Jewish girls who tried to flee 
from Damascus and reach freedom. They were caught at 
the Lebanese border, were cruelly tortured, • raped 
and murdered in cold blood by government agents and 
their mutilated bodies were stu ,ffed into sQcks and 
thrown into the Jewish ghetto in Damascus; they were 
buried on the 11th of Adar 5734. 

The Rnesset expresses its solidarity with the memory 
of Lulu Ziback 28, Mazal Ziback 26, Perach Ziback 20 
and Hava Sa'ad 18, who were deprived of their lives 
under these tragic circumstances. The blood of 
these four young girls cries out to us from the 
earth to come to the help of the Jews still living 
in Syria in any way possible and to break down the 
locked gates. 

The problem is not confined to the fate of these 
girls alone. In Syria, the survivors numbering about 
5,000 persons are still being treated cruelly, 
being held as hostages by the regime who withhold 

from them the right to leave that country in 
complete contravention of the International 
Convention of Human Rights, to which Syria is a 
signatory • . 
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This qppressive and humiliating situation has caused 
a number of families to work up the courage to seek 
refuge by endangering their lives. If they are 
caught, they are thrown into prison and subjected to 
cruel tortures and their Jewish identity and dignity 
are degraded. 

From this platform, I call upon the Syrian 
President, Hafez el-Assad, to grant Syrian Jewry the 
right of free emigration, as is the rule for other 
citizens of that state. 

While remembering the four girls who were murdered, r . 
we declare our solidarity with our Jewish brothers 
in Syria and : declare that the State of Israel will 
not rest until the last of the Syrian Jews is free 
and attains a safe haven. 

Dear R~ader, 

This is the first attempto the · open its struggle for 
the succour of a number of these organisations, who 
are active abroad in the rescue of the Jews in Syria 
and to interview Jews who were fortunate enough to 
get out of the Syrian hell. In this booklet we bring 
the stories of several refugees, and express our 
thanks to those who compiled them in New York, South 
America·, Canada and Europe. 

From reliable sources, we feel sure that. most of the 
5,000 Jews who are today living in three towns in 
Syria are prepared to Jeave for any country 
accepting refugees. 

Though recently a number of restrictions were 
removed, which had been a heavy burden on the Jews, 
such as the prohibition to use the telephone; Jewish 
students are now accepted by the universities and a 
small number of Jews, who need medical care abroad 
are given a passport, the exit conditions remained 
the same: Handing over a deposit of between 
$2, 000-$7, 000 per person and leaving behind members 
of the family as hostages. Also, Jews are allowed to 
move between the cities in Syria somewhat more 
freely than in the past. On t'he other hand, other 
restrictions .have remained in force. The word -

- for a · member of the Mosaic faith still 
appears on . the identity card of Jews (only), though 
not over the full length of the page but in small 
letters; The property of a Jew who leaves Syria is 
transferred to the • authorities and his family is 
held for questioning. 
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YAACOVTSUR 
MORDECHAI 
BEN-PORAT 

MENACHEM YEDID 

HAIMGOHEN 

The Council's activities are cond meted on the basis 
of humanitarianism and its goal is obtaining the 
permission for the Jews to lea~e in accordance with 
the Human Rights Convention, to wp.ich Syria too is a 
signatory. -The Council continues to function in the 
spirit of dedication of the two chairmen who 
preceded me - Supreme Court Justice Mr. Haim Cohen 
and Mr. Yaacov Tsur. May they be blessed. 
The Council expresses its thanks and appreciation to 
Mr. Alen Pohet, President (Speaker) of the French 
Senate, for his extensive activity as President of 
the International Cuncil for . Jews from Arab 
Countries. 

After being appointed Minister in the Israel 
Government, I passed my office on to Mr. Menachem 
Yedid. 

Minister Mordechai Ben-Porat. 

PREFACE BY MENACHEM YEO.ID 

Dear Reader, 

We submit to Y.~U herewith a review on Syrian Jewry, 
comments of !celebrities and extracts from th·e 
stories of those who succeeded in crossing the 
Syrian borders on their own and reaching safety. 

We believe that the day will come when we shall be 
able to divulge details of the resourcefulness, the 
courage and sacrifice of each and every one of the 
surviving Jews in Syria. 

Our main efforts today are devoted to ·a1erting and 
enlisting world public opinion, world leaders and 
public figures to act, for humanitarian reasons, to 
move the Syrian authorities to grant full rights to 
the 4,500 Jews today living in Syria and most 
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important of all, to cease keeping them as hostages. 
Thia is in complete contradiction to the 
International C(?nvention on Human Rights to which 
Syria • is a signatory. • 

We all pray that our efforts will bear fruit and 
that we shall be privileged to see the Syrian Jewry 
freed. 

Events ln Syria in recent years 

Up to 1947, .about 30,000 Jews lived in Syria. At the 
time of the UN resolution on the partition of Eretz 
Israel in November 1947, masses of fanatical Arabs 
fell upon the Jews; in the rioting against the Jews 
of Aleppo that followed, dozens of Jews were killed 
and wounded, eight synagogues were 'destroyed among 
them the Great Synagogue dating back to the time of 
King David, which was built by Yoav Ben-Seruya, was 

set on fire. Hundreds of Jewish houses were burned 
down and Jewish property was robbed. As the result 
of the riots, about 15,000 Jews fled for their 
lives. 

AN ALLEY IN THE GHETTO OF DAMASCUS 
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Upon the . establishment of . the State of Israel, 
restrictions and prohibitions were imposed on the 
Jews · which made their lives intolerable, and many 
succeeded at that time in getting out of Syria 
penniless. From the beginning of the '50's Jews 
were forbidden to leave apart from two short periods: 
once during 1954, under t~e rule of el-Atassi and 
the second in 1958 during Egyptian-Syrian unity. 

According to data that we have, it seems that during. 
1948-1963. about 10,000 Jews managed to leave Syria 
by various means. Today there are about 4 ;500 Jews 
left there - a small and degraded community. 

With the seizure of the rule in Syria by the Ba'ath 
in March 1963, the situation of the community 
worsened as the result of even greater restrictions 
and prohibitions directed against it; in this way it 
seems that the regime is revenging itself on the 
Jews for ·the existence of the State of Israel. 

AN IDENTITY CARD OF A JEW WITH THE WORD "MOSAIC" 

10 

SYRIA FOR THE USE OF . .- MILITARY 
INTELLIGENCE AGAINST ISRAEL 

I_n the offices of Syrian Intelligence in Kuneitra, a 
stri~U,y confidential document was found; ,dealing 
with the replacement of tbe Head of the Intelligence 
Branch m. the South-Western Region on September 6 
1966. • ' 
The document reveals that confiscation of Jewish 
pro.party in_ Syria constituted the main bud.get for 
Syr1a Intelligence action against -Israel. The 
document refers to the confiscation of Jewish 
property which was made availabl1:1 to Syrian 
Intelligence on the Israel front. 

This re...fers t6 a sum of 19,777.52 Syrian pounds 
(about $5,180), some 88% of the total bud~et of 
Syrlail Intelligence on the front. 

T_his . document . is signed by the outgoing Syrian 
lnte]J.1gence officer and by the officer who took 
his place. In the body of the document, there 
appears also the signature of a higher-ranking 
Syrian officer, the comTnander of the front, 
Brigadier Sa'id Ben-Yassin el-Tian, who confirms the 
following facts. 

Attached is a photocopy of the origin! dqcument and 
a translation into English 
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3TRICTL X CONFIDENTIAL 
l'he Syrian Arab Republic 
Ministry of Defence 
Headquarters of the South-Western Region 

~ntelliiehce Branch 
No./ -
Date - 1966 

REPORT OF RECElPT AND TRAJ'ISFER 
Name. rank and task of Mustafa • handing o_ver: Ra'id 
(Mljor) Mahmed Najach ben Mit~tafa ·yauin - head of 
the Intelligence Branch of the South-Western 
Region. 

Name. rank and 'task of ··the receive:z-: Melazam Ao~ 
(Deputy) Mahmed ben Abel el'Hadi. 

lnstructions of handing over and receipt: Telegram-
1/24/33552, dated 31.8.66. 

On Tuesday, 6.9.66, handing over and receipt of the 
Intelligence Branch Headquarters of the 
South-We&~ern Region we~ carried out betwen the 
commander of the Handing 6ver Branch and the officer 
responsible for the affairs of the Receiving 
B.ranch. 

A. STlllC."rLY CONFlDENTIAL DOGUMENTS AND FILES 
A list _was prepared in three c.c>pies of the above 
material, which was attached to this report. Also 
all relevant orders were recorded. The above 
copies, classified as •strictly confidential", were 
handed to the office~ handig over and the receiver. 

B • , (.;A'S }/ 

l. Mo'lies from confiscated Jewish property in the 
amoun ?f 19,777.!,? Syrian pounds - nineteen 
thousand", seven hundred and seventy-seven Syrian 
pownds;· an!l fifty-two grush only. Of this sum 
twenty•five Syrian pounds! r.nd seventeen Syrian 
grush _only are in t, -.e cash funds of - the 
Intelligence Branch, while the remainder ~ nineteen 
.thousand seven hundred and fifty-two Syrian po\t'nds 
and 35 grush have been deposited in the bank at 
interest. 

2. The new budget 'of the branch totals 22,232.55 
Syrian pound• - twenty-two thousand two hundred 
and thirty-t!,1110 Syrian pounds and fifty-five gruah 
only. 

C, OTHER ACTI.V•l'l'IES OF THE BRANCH 
Activities of the · Branch are carried out within the 
frame of the various departments and divisions, and 
the U?)dersigned are responsible for th, 
imple'fflentation of such activitiea towards the 
Commander of the Receiving Branch. 

SIGNATORIES 
Accounts and Administration 

Raklv (Sergeant) JemU B.u,<wu Mlsaed Aoual (Major) Adel el-Sud! 

~TI:,:!~YAoual(Lleutenantl Nisat Habash 

Correspondence and Classification 
Rak Iv Aoual( Staff-Sergeant} llsad. el-Huranl 

Instruction 
Raid I Captain) Mohamed Nejach ben Mltztafa Yasaln 

l~thzatlon 
M~ (Sergeant) Muttafa el-Alda 

Secretariat (el-.Kalem) 
Raklv Aouat llssed 'el-Turanl 

Received ';;a' 
Malazem Ao Lieutenant) Mwi.md S.• Abdfilffadi. 

Confirmed by: 
Amid K.M. Sa'id be Yassln el-Tian 
Commander of the South Western Region 
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Extract of circular letter distributed by the 
Syrian Defence Ministry in 1967, accord~g to which 
it is forbidden for any Army personnel to have any 
contact whatever with the Jewish businessmen whose 
names appear in the circular letter. Anyone 
contravening this rule is liable to the severest 
punishment. 
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"HATRED IS SACRED" 

Typical extracts from Syrian 
school textbooks 

.,,.,J ~ ' ~.,J J.J ,1wi ~ ..... ; 
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"The Jews have always and everywhere hated people 
who live in peace and tranquility • ~. n • 

~.i..,.:.., 
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,r ••• to strangle Israel, to tear to pieces its 
aspirations-and throw I&:rael inte the sea" 

ACTIVITIES ABROAD ON BEHALF OF 

JEWS FROM ARAB COUNTRIES 

The United States 

Israel Ambassador to the United Nations, Prof. 
Yehuda Blum, delivere_d a speeeb to the Third 
Committee of the UN ( The Committee on Human Rights) 
on 3 .12. 79, a substantial part of which was devoted 
to the intolerable situation of Syrian Jewry . 

"We shall not ·rest nor ·,;:emain quiet until the last 
of the Jewish captives are released and permitted 
to return to their families and people. 

"Accordingly, I cannot keep silent as to the fate 

. l 

; ·~ 
' ; ' \_: 
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of another Jewish community - the Syrian Jewish 
community. Though it is a small community numbering 
only 4,500 persons, we must still be aware of the 
fact that these unfortunate people are actual 
hostages in the hands of the Syrian Government. 
These Jews, who live as second-class citizens in the 
ghettos of Damascus, Aleppo and Kamishli, under the 
constant surveillance of the secret police in Syria, 
are still bereft of elementary human rights and 
first and formost the right to emigrate. 

"In fact, this year there has been a dramatic 
worsening in the attitude of the Syrian authorities 
towards the Jewish community. Jewish men were 
beaten and killed by the Muhabrat - the Syrian 
Secret Police - on suspicion of having helped 
Jewish families who wished to flee from the 
country. 

"Restrictions were tightened on movement within the 
country and on the sale of movable property. Among 
the humilitions to which they are subjected, another 

RALLY OF THE CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENCE IN FRONT OF 9.N 

I 

\ 
\ 
\ 

was added. Immediate searches are carried out in 
any Jewish home where the lights are not lit in the 
evening. 

"Mr. President, tlle situation of Syrian Jewry has 
in the past year drawn the attention of the whole 
world - as may be noted from a declaration by 40 
members of the European Parliamentary Council, 
demanding that an end be put to the persecutions and 
that all the Jews be allowed to leave 

the country. I very much hope that this 
humanitarian request of eminent European leaders 
will stir the Syrian Government to set aside 
political considerations and to permit the Jews to 
emigrate". 
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SHABBAT ZECHOR 

A MEMORIAL SHABBA T 
IN MEMORY OF THE FOUR GIRLS WHO WEHE 

MURDERED IN MARCH 1974 o ·N THEIR 
WAY TO FREEDOM 

1. ISRAEL 

FARHA ZIBACH 

The Council called upon the Chief Rabbi of Israel, 
Rabbi Ovadia Yosef, to request the cantors of the 
synagogues to offer a prayer for the welfare of 
Syrian Jewry and in memory of the four murdered 
girls. The Council also P,Ublished obituaries in a 

I number of newspapers. 

The Cquncil requested the Foreign Ministry to call 
upon their representatives abroad to see that 
prayers were said in the synagogues and assemblies 
or other activities held in accordance with local 
customs. 
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LULU ZIBACK MAZAL ZIBACK 
2. lJNITED STA TES OF AMERICA 

Prayers were offered in most synagogues throughout 
the country. Reports were receive? in. particul~r 
from Houston, Philadelphia and Cincmnat~, where m 
addition to prayers, the distress of Synan Je~ry, 
was commemorated, sermons were given and articles 
published in the press. 

The American Jewish Committee published a bulletin 
on the meaning of "Shabbat Zehor" (the Memo~ial 
Shabbat) and recalled the situation of the Synan 
Jewish ·community. The Bnai B'rith _ Bulletin 
published an article on the situation of the 
community. 

The Governor of New York State, Hugh Karo, 
announced that "Shabbat Zehor" would be "a Shabbat 

\. of solidarity with Syrian Jewry". The notice stated 
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that since August 1977, the Jews have not been 
permitted to emigrate. The 5,000 surviving Jews in 
Syria are not allowed to receive mail or telephone 
calls and they are subject to constant 
persecutions. 

3. ENGLAND 

Mr. Percy a·eorge, Chairman of the Committee of Jews 
from Arabi Countries - in England- wrote a letter to 
readers of the "Jewish Chronicle", that on 11.3. a 
memorial day should be held in the synagogues for 
the four murdered girls and that prayers should be 
said for the well-being of Syrian Jewry. 

4. CANADA 

Canada, as in each year, saw to it that prayers were 
said and assemblies held in me·mory of the girls and 

MARCH IN PARIS IN PROTEST AGAINST THE GIRLS' MURDER IN SYRIA 

20 

SHABBAT ZECHOR 
that prayers were offered in all synagogues for the 
surviving Jews in Syria and their welfare. 

5. rn.ANCE 

As always, France is one of the main centres of 
actiyity in all matters pertaining to the rescue of 
Jews in Arab lands. 

In response to an appeal by the Israeli Consul­
General in Paris, the Chief Rabbi of France, Rabbi 
Yaacov Kaplan, sent out a letter to the presidents 
of congregations throughout France with the request 
that on "Shabbat Zehor" prayers be said in memory of 
the ·four murdered girls and also for the welfare of 
the Jews living in Syria and other Arab lands. 

The Israel Consul-General in Strassbourg called upon 
the rabbis and heads of communities· in the region 
with the request to hold prayers on 11 Shabbat Zehor 11 

and suggested that the initiative be taken by 
organisations and committees to demand from the 
Syrian Government to permit the Jews living there to 
leave and unite with their families wherever they 
may be. 

6. SWEDEN 

"Shabbat Zehor" was marked by a special prayer in 
the synagogues in Stockholm. In their sermons, the 
rabbis described the situation of the Jews in Syria 
and other Arab countries and called on the Jews of 
the free world to take action to rescue them. 
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SHABBAT ZECHOR 
The Stockholm Jewish community intends this year 
to continue its two-year custom once more and send 
to the-_community in Damascus, through its Rabbi, a 
parcel containing religious objects, siddurim, etc. 
The Jewish Students' Association-would try to insert 
an article on the subject in the students' newspaper 
of the Stockholm University, and include it in a 
students' radio programme (a private radio station 
in Stockholm). An evening on Syrian Jewry and the 
Jews of other Arab countries is planned at the 
Jewish Centre, where a film will be shown. 

7. DENMARK 

The Is:taeliAmbassador participated in the prayer on 
"Shabbat Zahar" at the Great Synagogue in 
Copenhagen, which was thronged with people. The 
Rabbi gave a sermon on the Jews on in Syria 
particular and those in Arab countries in general. 
He pointed out that throughout the enlightened world 
rabbis are today commemorating tile distress of these 
Jews and are praying for their redemption. 

PICTURE OF DIE DESECRATION OF THE JEWISH CEMETERY IN DAMASCUS. 
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8. VENEZUELA 

Prayers were offered in all synagogues in memory of 
the four murdered girls and special prayers were 
said for the welfare of Syrian Jewry. 

9. BRAZIL 

All the synagogues in Sao Paulo, Parana and 
Rio-Grande-Del-Sol were requested by the presidents 
of the congregations to hold prayers on "Shabbat 
Zehor", and this was done,. and reports were sub­
sequently published in the Jewish press 

10. CHILE 

In the prayer on tne eve of Shabbat, 29.2 at the 
Great Synagogue of the Santiago Congregation, a 
special ceremony was held to mark tl).e anniversary 
of the murder of the Syrian Jewish girls. The 
Israel Ambassador delivered a speach on the 
situation of the Syrian Jewish community. A similar 
ceremony was held on the fellowing day in · the 
synagogue of the Sephardi Congregation and in that 
of the ultra-Orthodox Hungarian Congregation. The 
event was publicized in the newspaper of the Jewish 
community. 

11. INDIA 

This year, unlike in previous years, the Jewish 
community of Bombay joined in the commemorative 
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services of "Shabbat Zehor". The Council of Indian 
Jewry decided to hold a special day of ·prayer in 
the synagogue and invited .all the worshippers 
( including those from other synagogues in tile. city) 
to attend the special prayers. 

Representatives of the Israeli Consulate were 
present at the- prayer. The Consul described. the 
situation of S,yrian Jewry and the uniqueness of the 
event. In addition to the memorial service for the 
murdered girls, a special .prayer was offered for the 
welfare of the Syrian Jewish community. 

12. ITAL:Y 

Prayers were held in Milan's main synagogues for 
Syrian Jewry and in memory of the murdered girls. 

13. TURKEY 

In Istanbul, the "Hashkava" prayer was said during 
the reading of the Torah in the presence of about 
500 worshippers and the Chief Rabbi. 

14. SOUTH ?\FRICA 

In the synagogues of .t'retoria, Johannesburg and 
other cities throughout the country prayers were 
offered with the participation of many worshippers. 

picture of the desecration of the Jewish cemetery in 
Damascus. 

I 
...... -..... 
'IJl1nla.., 

•iiiliiiil· ~ 

- Stories of Escape. 
Despite our great desire to tell the stories of 
heroism, resourcefulness and self-sacrifice of 
those individuals who risked their . lives and 
endangered their families for the sake of . freedom, 
we have been compelled for obvious reasons to 
censor these stories. The day will come when the 
full stories can be told ••• 
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A CHANCE FOR FREEDOM, 
A CHANCE FOR LIFE 

My husband was a businessman, a man of property. In 
the early sixties, as a result of the decline in the 
local 'Jewish community where we lived, we decided to 
move to another Jewish centre only for the sake of 
our five children. We succeeded in finding a place 
to live, but the difficulties facing my husband 
prevented any possibility of his winding up his 
businesses in our previous place of residence and 
transferring them to our new place. 

As Jews, with identity cards differing from those 
of other Syrian citizens (carrying a conspicuous 
stamp with the words "member of the Mosaic faith") , 
we did not have the permission of the security 
authorities to move frealy from one pl ace to 
another. As a result of this situationl we were only 
able to meet my husband infrequent y, once every 
three or six months . . 
Like every Jewish businessman, my husband was 
comp ailed to accept a Moslem who w~s acceptable to 
the security authorities as a partner. This man saw 
to it that the books were kept in his favour and 
within a few years he succeeded in pushing my 
husband out of the partnership without a penny. 

Thes_e crises that affected the family impelled my 
sons to try and find a way to freedom. At the 
beginning of the 701s, one of my sons fled from 
Syria. As soon as his absence became. known, my 
husband was arrested and severely tortured , despite 
his advanced age. This affair was repeated two years 
later with the escape of our second son. A year 
later our only daughter fled. This time, the father 
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could no longer take the tortures of the interro­
gation and he died a beaten and broken man. Since 
that time, I had no rest, each time my children 
would leave the house I was gripped by fear lest 
they would not return. This constant fear impelled 
us to make our escape together. 

After such secret preparations, a group, was 
organized. We could not sell any of our property 
for fear of the watchful eyes of our neighbours. We 
left behind us everyting that we has acquired from 
the work of years. 

On the journey, it w_as dark and hot. Every stop 
silenced us completely from the intensity of our 
fear. We started with a forced march; as we progres­
sed we got rid of all the things that would encumber 
us on the journey. From ~irne 'time, w_e heard ~he 
sound of a fall, followed by a feeble sigh of pam. 
We were bruised and wounded. When we became 
accustomed to the darkness and the conditions of /the 
terrain . . . the men took turns to carry the 
toddlers, including three with walking defects. 
Because of the the darkness, one of the girls took 
the wrong turn in the path ... W_e went through lo~g 
agonizing moments of fear until we succeeded m 
finding· the other people in the group. 

The guides demanded more maney threatening to >"} 

a bah.don us at that point, if we £!!:dn't pay, 

With the break of dawn, we arrived • • • The dogs 
greeted u~ with loud barking tha~ frightened t~e 
wits out of the children . . . We waited ••• we agam 
doubled the payment ... No one .was there ••• and 
they left us. We began to doubt _whether anyone had 
any real chance to 'be saved from here. 
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"IT'S TWENTY YEARS SINCE JEWS 
ESCAPED THIS WAY ... 11 

\ 

When there · is a change of Commissioner of Jewistt 
Affairs by the Syrian Intelligence Authorities, a 
heavy cloud falls on the Jewish community. Natural­
ly, the new Commissioner aims to prove his efficien­
_cy as soon as he starts on his job. This leads to 
the introduction from time to time of new regula­
tk>ns that restrict arid hinder any movement by the 
Jews. 

One of the new commissioners required the Jewish 
?Jen to go to the synagogue every morning and even-
mg; there they held a most humiliating census ac­
co1!1panied by insults and the desecration of holy 
obJects even to the throwing of the Torah to the 
ground. These census takings are intended to ensure 
that no man has run away and it is hoped in this way 
to deter them from seeking to escape or to be ·able 
to follow anyone as soon as possible after such an 
attempt. 

J~w~ were forbidden to leave the city and even 
w1thm the quarter their movements were restricted 
which prevented family visits. ' 

In order to justify his actions, the Commissioner 
decfded t~ fncriminate the Jews and prove publicly 
their hostility to the regime. He instructed one of 
the leaders of the community to provide him withiIYci . 
fortnight with all the expressions by Jews against 
t~e. regime. Against this background, it is not 
d1ff1cult to understand the motivations of those 
people who were daring enough to risk their lives 
and flee. 

I was born in 1960. When I turned 17 I made up my 
mind to escape. I knew that I would be exposing my 
family to maltreatment by the authorities; I knew 
that if I were caught my fate would be a bad and 
bitter one, like the fate of others who had tried 
to escape and were caught. But all this· did not 
prevent me from sticking to my decision. 

. . . My friend and I arranged with . . . The date was 
fixed and the cost agreed upon 3, 000 Syrian pounds. 

We left the house secretly, without saying a word 
to anyone and without parting. The burden was a 
heavy one; we knew that the moment our absence was 
noticed our family would be arrested and tortured; 
we knew that we would be hunted and what awaited us 
if we were caught. 

We reached the home of . . . He tri-ed to get out of 
it and to postpone the date of departure, but we 
insisted. We were afraid that we would not have the 

strength of will to do this · a second time. We wanted 
to start on our way without any delay, before our 
absence was noticed 

We arrived at . . . we hid in a dark room ( compart­
ment) ... Passengers entered the compartment and it 
was lit up. Our fear intep.sified .... was very tense 
and did not stop smoking. We feared that we would be 
handed over~ .. • we saw ourselves being returned and 
this time we would go straight to prison. . . . At the 
end of the argument, which waij intended among other 
things to raise the bribe, he said "Such merchandise 
I shall no longer permit to be transferred 11

• 

. . . We arrived at a late hour at a village, but 
could not find any place to rest. "Alsp it was our 
first night outside Syria and on the • threshold of 
freedom ...• a syn_a_~~gue. 
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"AS IF A MAN DID FLEE 

FR0~-1 A LION ... " 

,vhen I recall my escape from Syria, I picture to my­
self the Day of Judgement in the Book of Amos. "As 
if a man did flee from a lion, and a bear met him' 
and went into the house and leaned his hand on the 
wall, and a serpent bit him" (Amos 5, 1'9). 

At the end of '78, my daughter was born - my fourth 
child. Before her birth, I did not dare leave Syria 
for I feared that my pregnant wife would not be 
able to stand the hardships of the road. After the 
birth, I did not wish to delay our departure. At 
the end of that year, I made up my mind to escape 
with my mother; my wife· and four children. Two 
friends would accompany us. 

The affair of the escape I arranged . . . We left our 
home secretly and behind the closed door we left 
all our belongings - the labour of years. 

I soon found out . . . caused us to wander around for 
hours on end in seemingly interminable- areas on 
paths that were almost impassable. My children were 
tired and nervous, but my main concern was my wife 
who was carrying our month-old daughter and my 
mother, whose many long years in the diasporah had 
left their mark. The danger . . . hovered over our 
heads and more than once during the gruelling 
journey I reflected on whether I had acted wisely 
in deciding tq escape. 

After hardships and wandering ... In my innocence I 
thought that with .•. our hardships would -end, but 
I was greatly mistaken. .• •. We were caught. 

LEAVING THE COUNTRY FOR 
MEDICAL TREATMENT 

The easiest and least dangerous way of leaving 
Syria is crossing the border post with Syrian 
passports and exit permits. But what hardships must 
be endured before one can attain this desirable 
situation. The declared purpose of such an exit is 
the need for medical treatment. Permission to leave 
is subject to the deposit of large sums of money as 
a guarantee, in addition to the personal guarantee 
of two persons acceptable to the Syrian intelligence 
authorities, usually members of the local 
Congregation Committee. A further condition for 
such a trip is leaving behind, in Syria, the closest 
relatives - parents, children or brothers. 

I was born in Syria in 1950. When I was a girl of 
IO one of my brothers fled from Syria. As a small 
child I was not yet the subject of maltreatment. 
Ten years later a second brother escaped. When this 
was discovered, my parents were arrested as well as 
my. 12-year-old brother and myself. We were 
interrogated at length by the srrian Intelligence 
people; they wanted to know who helped my brother to 
escape and what route was used. The in~errogation 
was accompanied by severe tortures. To this day, the 
scars caused by putting out a lighted cigarettes on 
various parts of our bodies are still evident. Worse 
than anything was the abuse suffered by my younger 
brother, who was cruelly degraded, and who knows ~f 
he will ever mentally overcome this traumatic 
experience. 
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AND WHEN THEY ARE.CAUGHT. 

In 1973, the Syrian authorites caught a group of 
Jews with their guide on their way to freedom. 

During the course of the interrogation, which was 
accompanied by severe tortures, the guide broke dow 
and gave the name of the initiator and organizer of 
the esca:pe. The latter was arrested togetber with 
his brother, and immediately they were interrogated 
as usual • accompanied by the most unbearable 
tortures. At ·one stage of the interrogation, the 
Jewish prisoner was compelled by the intelligence 
people to beat the guide with the aim of breaking 
their spirit and forcing them to reveal further 
details of other persons involved in attempts at 

. escape. 

The wife of the organizer, who was pregnant at the 
time of his arrest, lost her child in the eighth 
month as a result of the tension and fear for her 
husbdnd. 

Thanks to the special connections of the father of 
the prisoners with people in the regime and after 
paying large sums in ransom money, one of his sons 
was released after three weeks in prison. The 
second son was sent to the Intelligence Centre in 
Damascus for further interrogation. 
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********************************* 

W H A T I S WOJAC? 

********************************* 

THE PURPOSE, NATURE AND OBJECTIVES 

OF THE WORLD ORGANIZATION OF JEWS 

FROM ARAB COUNT RI ES 

TOWARDS ITS THIRD INTERNATIONAL 

CONFERENCE IN WASHINGTON, D.C. 

OCTOBER 1987 



Established in 1975, WOJAC (the World 
Organization of Jews from Arab Countries) seeks 
to re.present the interests of over two million 
Jews from Arab countries now living throughout 
the world, the majority of them in Israel, where 
they make up approximately 44% of the population. 

WOJAC came into being because of the 
widespread belief among Jews originating from 
Arab countries , that the time had come to raise 
the long neglected issue of their legitimate 
rights am claims against their countries of 
origin: most of them fled these countries or 
were forced to leave them, in the wake of 
humiliation, persecution, imprisonments am 
executions. 

* 

CHARACTER AND STRUCTURE 
*********************** 

WOJAC is an irrleperrlent, 
international, non-governmental am 
organization. 

WOJAC has 
(Non-Governmental 
with the United 
Information. 

been approved 
Organization) for 
Nations Department 

* 

voluntary, 
a-political 

as a NGO 
association 
of Public 
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The Organization includes: 

* The ISRAEL 
leaders of the 
communities of 
Countries in Asia 
public figures in 

COUNCIL (120-150 members) 
associations representing the 
immigrants from eight Arab 
arrl Africa, as well as eminent 
Israel; 

* The ISRAELI EXECUTIVE (26 members) - carries 
out policies of Council. 

* The GENERAL MEETING (80-100 delegates) 
electoo every 4 years by the Israel Council arrl 
WOJAC Chapters abroad; supreme organ of WOJAC; 

* WO~D EXECUTIVE (23 members from eight 
countries, including 12 from Israel) - electoo by 
General Meeting, sets up standing committees arrl 
defines their powers, appoints treasurer arrl 
director-general arrl defines terms, corrlitions, 
functions arrl powers of their office; 

* The PRESIDIUM (7 members, including 4 from 
Israel) executive organ of World Executive, 
functions in accordance with its resolutions. 

* Heading the organization are: 

Mr. Leon Tamman of Britain, who serves as 
Chairman of the Presidium; arrl Mr. Mordechai 
Ben-Porat, former Minister of the State of 
Israel, who is Chairman. of the World Executive. 
They exchange roles annually. 

* Membership is open to ,Jews from Arab 
countries arrl their descerrlants, as well as to 
anyone who identifies with its aims arrl wishes to 
participate in its activities in Israel arrl 
abroad. 

* 
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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE IN WASHINGTON 
************************************** 

WOJAC, in presenting its case to 
American public opinion, appeals to the 
American People's innate sense of fairness arrl 
traditional quest for justice. Its Third 
Int'ernational Conference will be held in 
Washington D.C., at the Omni Shoreham Hotel, 
between the 26-28 October 1987, under the 
sponsorship an:1 with the assistance of the 
Conference of Presidents of Major American 
Jewish Organizations, as well as other American 
arrl international Jewish organizations. 

The objectives of the Conference are: 

1. RIGHTS OF JEWS IN ARAB COUNTRIES 

To act for the Jews held hostage in 
Arab countries to be permitted to leave arrl, up 
to such time, to have their civil am. human 
rights respected. 

WOJAC does not include all A;"ab states in 
one category, but draws a distinction between 
countries where Jews live in distress, am. one 
or two Arab states whose attitude towards their 
Jewish citizens is relatively liberal. 
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2. RIGHTS OF JEWS FROM ARAB COUNTRIES 

To win recognition for the right to 
compensation of the Jews who left Arab 
countries am were dispossessed of their 
private am communal property, am to ensure 
the salvaging of their cultural am religious 
assets. 

3. REFUGEES 

To win recognition, by the Unitoo 
States .Administration am Congress of the de 
facto exchange of populations that occurroo in 
the Middle East when some 600,000 out of the 
850,000 Jews who left the Arab lams settled in 
the State of Israel, while a similar number of 
Palestinian A~abs left Israel to live in Arab 
states. 

- To get the Arab states to absorb am 
integrate the Palestinian Arab refugees in 
their midst, just as Israel has absorbed am 
rehabilitated the Jewish refugees from Arab 
countries at the cost of over $11 billion 
despite its difficult economic situation. 

To support any Arab, Israeli, 
international or private initiatives for the 
development of Judea, Samaria am Gaza, that 
will result in a better quality of life for the 
Arab refugees within these areas, irrespective 
of the final political solution. 
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The Conference will examine the extent to 
which the vast experience and knowledge of the 
Jews from Arab countries regarding the lan:ls of 
their origin could be utilized to help achieve 
greater understanding between Israel and the 
Arab countries, and to seek to ensure that any 
peace settlement will endure. 

WOJAC has already held two previous 
international conferences: its Founding 
Conference took place in Paris in November 
1975, followed by the Secom International 
Conference which convened in London in November 
1983. 

* 

A CALL TO THE ARAB STATES 
************************* 

WOJAC calls on the Arab states -

(a) To initiate a new era of peace and 
brotherhood between Jews an:l Arabs the 
offspring of the same Biblical Patriarch, 
Abraham - on the basis of the full and fearless 
recognition of historical facts and legal and 
moral rights with reference to both sides of 
the disputer 

(b) To cease immediately the persecution 
of the Jews still living in their countries, to 
grant these Jews civil and human rights, 
including the freedom to leave, if they so 
desire. 
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(c) To fulfil their legal am moral 
obligations towards the Jews, including 
compensation for the expropriation of their 
property am for damages am losses sufferai in 
their countries of origin; 

(d) To return to Jewish harrls the 
religious am cultural assets under 
control, after restoration am repair; 

(e) To guarantee Jews free access to 
holy to them in Arab countries; 

Jewish 
their 

sites 

(f) To desist from 
Arab refugee issue for 
purposes. 

the exploitation of the 
political arrl propagama 

(g) To absorb their brethren, the Arab 
refugees, in their midst, within the vast areas 
under their rule, just as Israel has absorbed 
arrl rehabilitated Jews who had come from Arab 
countries. 

*** 
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WORLD OR:OANIZAJION OF JEWS FROM ARAB COUNTR I ES 
ORGANISATION MONDIALE DES JUIFS ORIGINAIRES DES PAYS ARASES 

118a, Ben-Yehuda Str., 63401 Tel-Aviv 
Tel. (03) 240.173-4 

THE CASE OF THE JEWS 

~ COUNTRIES 

**********~********************* 

Facts and Statements 
1986 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ... ? 

* 

* 

There has been an uninterrupted presence of 
Jewish communities in the Middle East since 
the Assyrian and Babylonian exiles in the 
Eighth and Sixth Centuries BCE - 1,000 years 
before the Arab invasion of the Land of Israel, 
and more than 2,500 years before the birth of 
the modern Arab states ... 

Except for very short periods, Jews have been 
persecuted and discriminated against by the 
Arabs ever since the rise of Islam in the 
Seventh Century AD. They were never considered 
equal citizens; they were compelled to live in 
segregated quarters, and they were forced to 
embrace Islam or pay the "Jizya" - a humiliating 
protection tax. Despite these advers conditions, 
the Jews residing in Arab lands have been able 
to contribute significantly to the economic, 
social and cultural development of their count­
ries of residence ... 
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DID YOU KNOW THAT ... ? 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

In the wake of the 20th Century. political develop­
ments - notably, the establishment of independent 
Arab states· and the rebirth of sovereign Israel -
persecution of the Jews was intensified. They were 
deprived of their elementary human rights, their 
property was confiscated, their citizenship revoked, 
pogroms were organized against them with the tacit 
consent of the authorities. They were expelled en 
rnasse or, to save their lives, were compelled to 
flee, leaving behind incalculable personal and 
communal wealth and forfeiting their rightful share 
in the natural resources of their native land ... 

Out of some 850,000 Jews who lived in the Arab count­
ries until 1948, only a few thousand have remained. 
In many cases, notably in Syria and Yemen, they are 
not permitted to emigrate and have, in fact, been 
turned into political hostages . .. 

Unlike Jews in Arab countries, Palestinian Arabs 
were neither expelled nor forced to leave. Their 
majority left Israel of their own free will - as 
has many times been ascertained, by Arab sources 
among others - having been instigated by their 
leaders to take flight in order to clear the way 
for the Arab armies which invaded the newborn 
State of Israel in 1948 ... 

The 160,000 Palestinian Arabs who dtd not need 
their leaders' call and remained in Israel were 
granted full citizenship, and they anc their 
descendants - who number at present over 740,000 
within the 1967 borders, including East Jerusalem -
enjoy today the highest standard of living in the 
Middle East ... 

Unl i Ke the Jews from Arab countries, most of the 
Palestinian Arabs were immigrants who came to 
Palestine in this century from the coutries of th e 
region, attracted by the better job opportunities 
and the higher standard of living created by Jewis h 
deve l opmen t of Pa l estine . Their materi al state i n 
Palestine was, therefore, l imited (compared t o that 
of many Jews in Arab lands) - all the more so, as 
most of the Palestini an Arabs were not landowners 
but sharecroppers , hired labourers or professional 
people ... 



DI O YOU KNOW TilAT ... ? 

* 

* 
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In the de facto Exchange of population which has 
taken place in the Middle East since 1948, it was 
the Jewish side that suffered the heavier damage: 
The number of Jews expelled from Arab countries 
exceeds the number of Palestinian Arabs who left 
the State of Israel; the Jews who constituted in 
1948 1.5% of the total population of the Arab lands 
in which they had been living, evacuated approximate­
ly 100,000 Sq.Kms. - five times the territory of 
Israel prior to the Six-Day War. The private and 
communal property they left behind surpasses many 
times the possessions left by the Arabs in Israel 
- as do their social losses and the religious 
treasures and facilities the Jews were compelled to 
leave behind ... 

About one and a half million out of the 4,400,000 
constituting Israel's Jewish population today have 
come from Arab countries, while the Arabs who left 
Israel constitute less than 2% of the total Arab 
population in the area. Even so, the Jewish refu­
gees were - in spite of tremendous difficulties, 
especially in the early years of Israel's indepen­
dence - economically and socially absorbed and 
given a secure haven in the State of Israel, where­
as the Arab refugees were deliberately herded into 
refugee camps, devoid of minimal conditions for 
decent life, so that they might become a political 
and propaganda tool in the hands of the Arab 
governrrents· in their relentless fight against the 
very existence of the State of Israel ... 

Jewish refugees received no financial support what­
soever from the international community: Their 
absorption was financed by the Israel Government 
and by their Jewish brethren in Israel and abroad ... 

Arab refugees, on the other hand, were left to the 
sole responsibility of the United Nations, whose 
agencies - p·rimarily, the United Nations Relief and 
Work Agency (UNRWA) - have spent almost two and a 
half million Dollars from May 1950 until 1985 on 
their maintenance. All the 22 independent Arab 
states contributed less than 5% of this amount, while 
their revenue from oil during that period reached 
hundreds of billions of Dollars ... 

r 



DID YOU KNOW THAT ... ? 
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During that same period, the Government of Israel 
contributed to UNRWA for the support of the Arab 
refugees a sum which is over a 1/3 more than the 
total contribution of oil-rich Kuwait, over 3/4 
more than the contribution of Egypt, more than 
twice the contribution of Jordan, 32/3 times that 
of Syria and more than 7 times the contribution 
of Iraq ... ! 

Simultaneously with its contribution to UNRWA, 
the State of Israel has spent considerable sums 
since the Six-Day War on education services, 
housing, medical care and social welfare services 
as direct aid to the Palestinian refugees in 
Judea, Samaria and the Gaza Strip, amounting 
approximately to $75 million Dollars in the past 
three years alone ... 

On the 1st of August, 1982, the Israel Government 
set up a Ministerial Committee, headed by then· 
Minister Mordechai Ben-Porat and charged with 
drawing up principles, ways and methods for the 
solution of the refugee problem in the Middle East 
through their resettlement and rehabilitation in 
their present countries of residence. The activi­
ty of the Committee embraced: On the political 
level, the demand that the Arab states accept and 
absorb the refugees living on their soil, thus 
parallelling Israel's absorption of the Jewish 
refugees from Arab lands; and on the practical 
level, the support of the programme for the social 
and economic rehabilitation of the refugees living 
under Israel's control in Judea, Samaria and the 
Gaza Strip, thus helping to solve this painful 
humanitarian problem ... 

Needless to say that all these facts and figures 
have been well suppressed and silenced by hostile 
Arab propaganda which has succeeded in establish­
ing the concept of the "legitimate rights of the 
Palestinians" in the organs of world public 
opinior.; in spite of it, however, the internation­
al community is beginning to recognize the fact 
that the Jewish refugees from Arab countries have 
no less legitimate rights , and that these rights 
should be fully acknowledged and restored.: . . 



DID YOU KNOW THAT ... ? 
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UN Security Council Resolution 242, the widely accep­
ted basis for any future settlement of the conflict 
in the Middle East, states clearly "the necessity for 
a just settlement of the refugee problem" as an essen­
tial precondition for the establishment of a "just and 
lasting peace." It specifically refers to the "refugee 
problem" and not to the •"Arab refugee problem". This 
formulation resulted from intensive negotiations bet­
ween the United States and the Soviet Union - the 
latter pressing for the more restrictive formula ... 

The Working Paper agreed upon between Israel and the 
United States on October 5, 1977, states: "The solution 
of the problem of the Arab refugees and the Jewish 
refugees will be in accordance with terms to be agreed 
upon ... 

Following this agreement, President Carter announced 
in a press conference on October 27, 1977: "Well, 
the Palestinians have rights .. . Obviously, there are 
Jewish refugees also ... They have the same rights as 
others do ... " 

In the Framework Agreement for Peace signed at Camp 
David on September 17, 1978, it was stated that "a 
Claim Committee may be established for the mutual 
settlement of all financial claims." 

On February 7, 1979, then-Prime Minister Mr. Menachem 
Begin, declared from the rostrum of the Knesset: "The 
issue of Jewish property expropriated in Arab states, 
and not just in one state, has been and will be raised 
in all our talks. It was also brought up in our nego­
tiations with the Egyptians, when we agreed that a 
Claim Committee would be established and each one of 
the parties would submit its claims, and in due course 
we shall raise the claim that the property unlawfully 
taken away from them be returned to its owners ... 

Article 8 of the Israeli-Egyptian Peace Treaty states: 
"The parties agree to establish a Claim Committee for 
the mutual settlement of all financial claims". 

On June 15, 1982, a question was raised by then­
Minister and Member of Knesset Mordechai Ben-Porat, 
as to the status of property claims of Jewish ir.mig­
rants from Arab countries living in Israel and abroad . 

. / .. 



./ .. 

The question was addressed to Minister of Justice 
Moshe Nessim, whose Ministry has been compiling 
documented evidence of those claims .. . 

* 
DID YOU KNOW THAT ... ? 

* 

* 

In their preparatory Convention held in Paris on 
the 24th of November, 1975, the Jews from Arab 
countrtes established WO J AC - the World Orqa­
nization of Jews from Arab Countries - an inter: 
national, independent, non-governmental, non-profit 
organization, under the dynamic joint chairmanship 
of Mr. Leon Tamman of England and Mr. Mordechai Ben­
Porat of Israel. 
Additional institutions of WOJAC are: 
- The World Executive; 
- The Israeli Executive and the Israeli Board; 
- The Israel Council; 
- Chapters in the United States and Europe. 

* 
WOJAC has been established with the view of achieving 
the following objective: 

1. To represent the personal and collective claims 
of Jews from eight Arab states against their 
re spec ti ve governments; 

2. To rescue the Jews still remaining in Arab lands 
from their distress and ensure that their human 
and civil rights in their countries of residence 
be safeguarded; 

3. To draw the world's attention to'; 
a) The true facts, which have hitherto been dis­

torted or overlooked, and the too-long neglect­
ed problem of the Jews who left Arab countries 
as refugees and their legitimate rights; 

b) The fact that a de facto exchange of population 

E
urred in the Middle East in 1948, ·and that 
ognition of this fact constitute a major 
tribution towards a solution of the refugee 

problem of the region. 

* 
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Do you know that ... 

Jewish communities lived in the Middle East 
1000 years before the birth of Islam? 

Jews who lived under Arab rule were called 
" ahl al -Thimma" i.e. protected people , 
treated as second class c itizens, humiliated, 
persecuted, their property confiscated and 
their human rights violated? 

in 1948, 856,000 Jews lived in Arab countries 
and in 1982 only 35,000 Jews were left there, 
some of them, like those in Syria, are still held 
as hostages? 

most of the Jewish refugees were absorbed 
by Israel whereas many Arabs still remain 
refugees because the Arab states neglected 
to improve their status? 

U.N. Security Council Resolution 242 calls for 
"a just settlement of the refugee problem" 
thus placing both Arab and Jewish refugees 
on equal footing? 

WORLD ORGANIZATION OF JEWS FROM ARAB COUNTRIES 
ORGANISATION MON0IALE DES JUIFS ORIGIN.A.IRES DES PA YS ARABES 
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