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WORLD ORGANIZATION OF JEWS FROM ARAB COUNTRIES
ORGANISATION MONDIALE DES JUIFS ORIGINAIRES DES PAYS ARABES

THE NATURE OF WOJAC

WOJAC (World Organization of Jews from Arab Countries) was established
in 1975. It seeks to represent the interests of approximately two million
Jews originating from Arab countries living throughout the world, the majority
of whom live today in Israel and make up approximately 41% of its population.

WOJAC came into being because of the widespread belief among the Jews
originating from-Arab countries that the time has come to raise the issue of
their legitimate rights and to counter hostile Arab propaganda which exploited
the status of the poor refugees, a problem they themselves had created. On the
other hand, the Jews who had fled from Arab countries after having been

humiliated, persecuted and imprisoned, have claims and rights which have long
been 1gnored

A possible explanation for it having remained an underplayed issue could
be the reluctance of Israel, including its Oriental Jews themsleves, to describe
the immigrants from Arab countries as refugees and apply this term to them,
preferring to consider them as immigrants motivated by Zionist ideals. The
fact remains that even for the Israeli public, the subject had to be placed
in a new focus.

THE STRUCTURE OF WOJAC

WOJAC is a voluntary, international, independent, non-governmental and
a-political organization. It includes: The Greater Israel Council, which
consists of the leaders of the associations representing the communities of
immigrants from the various Arab lands, as well as well-known public figures
in Israel; and the Israel Executive, which acts on behalf of the Council.

On the international Tlevel, WOJAC is represented by the World Executive
consisting of 23 members from eight countries, and a Presidium with 7 members.
Heading the World Organization are Mr. Leon Tamman from England who serves as
Chairman of the Presidium, and Mr. Mordechai Ben-Porat, former Minister of the
State of Israel, who is Chairman of the World Executive - which roles interchange
once a year.

The Organization enjoys the support of an extensive lobby among Members
of the Knesset, the Government of Israel and the Jewish Agency.
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WOJAC's' CLAIMS FROM THE ARAB COUNTRIES

(a) -

(b)

(c)

To initiate a new erda of peace and brotherhood between our two peoples,
the offspring of the same Biblical Pariarch, Abraham;

To cease immediately their persecution of the Jews still living in their
countries, to grant these Jews human rights and allow for freedom of
movement to those who so wish;

To fulfil their legal and moral obligation toward the Jews, to acknowledge
their historical rights, to compensate them for the expropriation of their
property and for damages and losses suffered in their countries of origin;

To return to Jewish hands the Jewish religious and cultural assets in ruin
and neglect under their control and to guarantee their restoration and
repair and freedom of access thereto;

To cease the shameful exploitation of the Arab refugee-issue for political
purposes;

To absorb their brethren, the Arab refugees, in their midst, within the
vast areas under their rule, just as Israel has done with her own citizens

who originally come from Arab countries.

*

As WOJAC attaches great importance to American public apinion and

appreciates the American People's innate sense of fairness and traditional
quest for Jjustice, it has decided to convene its Third International
Conference in the United States at the end of February or the beginning

of March 1987. The Conference will be held under the sponsorship and with
the assistance of American Jewish organizations, headed by the Conference
of Presidents of Major Jewish Organizations.

The issues to be debated at the Conference are the following:

(a) Exchanges of popu]afion which have taken place throughout the
world, including the Middle East, in the past 50 years.

(b) Sample models of groups of refugees who have been rehabilitated.

(c) Ideas as to the possibilities of rehabilitating the refugees under
control of the Israeli Administration, as well as refugees under
the rule of Arab countries.

(d) Formulation of the claims of Jews from Arab countries against
their countries of origin.

(e) Jews under Moslem and Arab rule.
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(f) To what extent would the Jews originating from Arab countries

serve as a bridge of understanding with Arab countries, given
the following conditions:

1. that it would not be done at the expense of the State of
Israel's vital interests;

2. that the rights of the Jews from Arab countries would be
preserved.

WOJAC has already held two previous international conferences:
the Founding First International Conference was held in Paris in November

1975, and the Second International Conference was held in London in
November 1983. .
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AMNON SHAMOSH *

FOUR

In the name of four hundred women
1 accuse

Four hundred women

Who did not give birth

Who will not give birth

Four hundred families

That were not created and will not
Be created

Speak to them
and they will thunder

Four hundred women

Four hundred potential mothers
Who will never
Never forget
Four hundred yearnings
To breast-feed
To wrap napkins
To rejoice

The sound of their bodies
Withering

And their flowering in despair
Crying from Kamishli

Aleppo and Damascus

Four hundred women
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WOMEN**

| WOIAG

Four hundred couples
0f breasts

That were not caressed
Not filled

Did not taste lips
Did not feed

Did not give -
Fallow fields

never turned green
Trees

turned to dry sticks

JEWISH WOMEN IN SYRIA

Zion, will you not ask?
Will you not ask
What your shephexds
Your ministers do for
Your flock of prisoners?
Are they deaf
To the sounds
Of four hundred women?

The INTERNATIONAL CHARTER OF HUMAN RIGHTS
(1966), Paragraph (2) 12, states:

Cry of four hundred
Brides

Brides without grooms
Never heard of before
By Satan

"Every person is free to leave any
country, including his own country".

Let the voice pierce the ears
of those who should speak:

four hundred women

*  AMNON SHAMOSH, writer and poet, born in Aleppo, Syria;
the founders and member of Kibbutz~Maayan Baruch.

** phe Poem was translated from Hebrew by the poet ADA AHARONT.
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On March 8th, 1973, Lulu Ziback (28 years
old), Mazal Ziback (26), Perach Ziback (20) and
Hava Sa'ad (18) tried to reach FREEDOM.

They were caught at the Lebanese border,
and after cruel torture they were raped, then
murdered in colid blood by government agents
and their quartered bodies were thrown into
the Jewish Ghetto in Damascus, as an examplie
to anyone else who would try to escape.

In January 1984, at the center of Aleppo,
Lilian Abadi, 26 years old, in her fifth month
of pregnancy and her two small children, aged
7 and 4, were stabbed and shot many times and
their bodies were gruesomely mutilated; they
were found by the head of the family who was
told by an anonymous call to go home and see
what awaited him. It is suspected that this
murder was committed by elements within the
secret police.

These are two examples of the atrocities
still being committed against a small Jewish
community held hostage in one of the Arab
countries which considers itself at war with
Israel, and they serve as a painful reminder
of the palpable danger which constantly threat-
ens them.

The pitiful remnant of a once splendid
Jewish community today numbers approximately
4,500 - 5,000 Jews who are not allowed to leave
that country, by a regime which is signatory to
the International Charter of HUMAN RICGHTS.
Any attempt to Teave is brutally suppressed.
If caught, the person is thrown into prison
and subjected to cruel torture and degrading
treatment.

Most tragic is the fate of the YOUNG
JEWISH GIRLS, who cannot find a husband within
the dwindling community.

By the time these young women may be
able to leave, they will probably not be of
CHILDBEARING AGE, and will be deprived of the
most elementary human right - that of
MOTHERHOOD.

Women of all races, creed and
nationality:

Please APPEAL to President Assad to
be true to his signature on the Declaration
of Human Rights and allow freedom of exit
to all Jews who wish to leave, and, above
all, tothe YOUNG JEWISH
WOMEN OF SYRTIA.
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Upon the establishment of the State of Israel, SYRIA FOR THE USE OF . MILITARY

restrictions and prohibitions were imposed on the INTELLIGENCE AGAINST ISRAEL

Jews which made their lives intolerable, and many 'I.rtl lﬂaa Offic*}fd OfmSJ'ﬂ:n Inteliisence fin If,u-nef,tr:ﬁ
. . : strictly confiden ocument was found, deall

succefeded at that time .m getting OUt, Of Syria with the replacement of the Head of the Intelligen

penniless. From the beginning of the '50's Jews Branch in the South-Western Region on September

were forbidden to leave apart from two short periods: 1966. ' .

once during 1954, under the rule of el-Atassi and : The document reveals that confiscation of Jewis

property in Syria constituted the main budget fo
Syria Intelligence action against .Israel. Th
document refers to the confiscation of Jewis

the second in 1958 during Egyptian-Syrian unity.

According to data that we have, it seems that during. property which was made available fo Syria
1948-1963 about 10,000 Jews managed to leave Syria Intelligence on the Israel front.

by various means. Today there are about .4 ,900 Jews This refers td a sum of 19,777.52 Syrian pound
left there - a small and degraded community. (about $5,180), some 88% of the total budget o

Syrian Intelligence on the front.

» . [ I '
With the seizure of the rule in Syria by the Ba'ath This document is signed by the outgoing Syria

in March 1963, the situation of the community Intelligence officer and by the officer who took
worsened as the result of even greater restrictions his place. In the body of the document, there
and prohibitions directed against it; in this way it gjﬁfars ?150 the hsisnaturﬁ?_ t:lf a ?fligher-rafnkin
seems that the regime is revenging itself on the B!r,irg:rt;ierOSac':iedr 'Ber:-gas:ﬁlmel?'}i:;. ‘gho ct:ngirr::rg

Jews for ‘the existence of the State of Israel. fallowing facts.

Attached is a photocopy of the originl dgcument anc
a translation into English
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AN IDENTITY CARD OF A JEW WITH THE WORD “MOSAIC”
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"AS IF A MAN DID FLEE
FROM A LION ..."

#hen 1 recall my escape from Syria, I picture to my-
self the Day of Judgement in the Book of Amos. "As
if a man did flee from a lion, and a bear met him'
and went into the house and leaned his hand on the
wall, and a serpent bit him" (Amos 5, 19).

At the end of '78, my daughter was born - my fourth
child. Before her birth, I did not dare leave Syria
for I feared that my pregnant wife would not be
able to stand the hardships of the road. After the
birth, I did not wish to delay our departure. At
the end of that year, I made up my mind to escape

. with my mother,” my wife-and four children. Two

friends would accompany us.

The affair of the escape I arranged ... We left our
home secretly and behind the closed door we left
all our belongings - the labour of years.

I soon found out ... caused us to wander around for
hours on end in seemingly interminable areas on
paths that were almost impassable. My children were
tired and nervous, but my main concern was my wife
who was carrying our month-old daughter and my
mother, whose many long years in the diasporah had
left their mark. The danger ... hovered over our
peads and more than once during the gruelling
Journey I reflected on whether I had acted wisely
in deciding to escape.

After hardships and wandering ... In my innocence I
thought that with ... our hardships would end, but
I was greatly mistaken. ... We were caught.

| LEAVING THE COUNTRY FOR
MEDICAL TREATMENT

The easiest and least dangerous way of leaving
Syria is crossing the border post with Syrian
passports and exit permits. But what hardships must
be endured before one can attain this desirable
situation. The declared purpose of such an exit is
the need for medical treatment. Permission to leave
is subject to the deposit of large sums of money as
a guarantee, in addition to the personal guarantee
of two persons acceptable to the Syrian intelligence
authorities, usually members of the local
Congregation Committee. @ A further condition for
such a trip is leaving behind, in Syria, the closest
relatives - parents, children or brothers. '

I was born in Syria in 1950. When I was a girl of
10 one of my brothers fled from Syria. As a small
child I was not yet the subject of maltreatment.
Ten years later a second brother escaped. When this
was discovered, my parents were arrested as well as
my. l2-year-old brother and myself. We were
interrogated at length by the Syrian Intelligence
people; they wanted to know who helped my brother to
escape and what route was used. The interrogation
was accompanied by severe tortures. To this day, the
scars caused by putting out a lighted cigarettes on
various parts of our bodies are still evident. Worse
. than anything was the abuse suffered by my younger
brother, who was cruelly degraded, and who knows if
he will ever mentally overcome this traumatic
experience.
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